
r:rsTORY OF FREE AJ1) ACCEPTED W~SOI'JS' (PRINCE F.ALL) 

IN RF ODE IS LAND 

Records show the first Grand Lod~e in the craft of Free and 

Accepted }~a sons and the installation of a Grand Master , took 
6-24 
1717 _ place in London on the 24th day of June, 1717 and was known 

9-29 

as the Grand Lod6:'.e of En::land, the rer·ular Grand Lodfe which 

Henry Frelerick, Duke of Cumberland, etc., etc ., and it was 

he , 1111rbo c;ranted the original charter__2_f African Lodge , No. 

1784 - 459, September 29th , 1784 to Prince Hall, Thomas Sanderson 

and others . 

Prince Hall was appointed a Deputy Grand Master by the same 

source, with the power to form new lod~es, namely, Hiram 

6 - 25 -Lo dge, No. 3 of' Providence, R . L, instituted June 25th , 
1797 

1797 and African Lodge , No. 459 of Philadslphia , Fa ., in -
9- 22 
1797 - stituted Sept ember 22nd , 1797, These were the firs t three 

subordinate Negro Masonic lodges in America which met and 

1808 - formed Afri can Grand Lodge in 1808 making it a free and in ­

dependen t soverei gn Grand Lodge with a jurisdiction absolute 

and entire throur·hout the 1!nited States and countries •• 

Hiram Lodee, No. 3, F . &; A .~r.., held regular mommunica tions, 

1813 but in 1813, lost ouite a few of its members who left Rhode 

Island , under the auspi c·es of the African Humane Society 

to make a settlement in Liberia . It was these Masons with 

others who were afterward granted a license to establish a 

Lod 6 e in Liber i a , which still existe1 in 1906. 
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12- 11 
1826 

ju ne 
1847 

noctober 30 , l826, A petition was received from our brotfui..t;@.,@. 

in Providence, R. I ., praying for a warrant to work as a 

lodge . A committee was chosen to act on s2id petition . 

Voted : that the brothern in Providence sh&ll receive their 

warrant, without paying, except their yearly tribute , ~ran ­

ted and Harmony Lodge , No. 1, F & A .M . PH was instituted on 

December 11 , 1826 . in Providence, R. I ., the second lodg e 

of F . & A . C. I,~asons, PH in Rhode Island . 

All Rhode Islt::tnd suborJinate lod,es VJorked under African 

Grand Lodge of Massachutetts from 1797 to June 24th, 1847 . 

Also in 1847, the only three Neero Grand Lod~es ; African 

Grand Lod~e of Massachusetts, ett . 1808; the First Inde ­

pendent African Grand Lod 0 e of North America , est . 1815 in 

Pennsylvania; and Hiram Grand Lodee of Fennsylvania, est in 

l837, met in convention in June of 1847 and formed the Nat ­

ional Grand Lodge of the United states of America , to be 

the Supreme Masonic Power (FH) in the United States . 

African Grand Lodge, upon becoming a part of the }Ta tional , 

Grand Lodge, surrendered its charter and received a charter 

under the title of Prince Hall Grand Lodge, Free and Ac­

cepted Masons of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, dated 
12 - 11 
1847 - December 11, 1847 . Its life was _·rom 12-11-47 to 10-7-57 . 
12-27 
1847- - Celestial Lod2:e, :f\To. 2, F. & A . Ivi . FH, of Frovidence, R . I. , 

received its warrant to work as a lod ff'e, December 27, 1847 

under the auspices of Prince Hall Grand Lodee of Mass . 
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MER ID IA JI~ S1JN LODGE, JTo. 5 , F . & A . M. P~ of Providence, R . I . 

Feb 2 - received its rarrant to work as a lod[e, February 2, 185,3 

1853 
under Hiram Grand LodPe of Delaware . 

STCNE PILL L0DG-~, l'ro. 3 F . &- A . T,:. FH of Newport, R . I . re ­

Jee 27 
1857 ceiveJ its warrant to work as a lod ·e, December 27, 1857 un -

Jer the auspices of Prince Hall Grand Lodre of Mas s1: chusetts . 

RA1JIANT SUH LrDGE, Fo . 4 F . & A . M. PH of Frovidence, R . I ., 

Feb 22received its v-1ar ant to work as a lodLe, February 2~nd, 18!::8 

l858 
under Frince Hall Grand Lod~e of Massachusetts. 

KING SOLOMON LODGE, No . 5 , F . & i. . M. FH of Providence, R . I., 

July vvas instituted and received ita viarrant to work rs a lodc.:e, 

15, 
1858 - July 15, 1858, unJer Frince Hall Grand Lod~e of lkssachusetts . 

IDl'l,. De.cernbl;r ,.,27-1;, 1858, a commit tee re pres en ting Farmony LodGe , 

Po . l ; Celestial Lodre, No. 2; Stone Mill Lodre, ro . ~; Ra~­
llaving 

iant Sun Lodte, No. 4, and King Solo Llon Lodte, No. 5 ~ arplied 

to the ]\J . T•r. Prince Hall Grand Lodce of r,~assachusetts to be 

were 
set apart and lfi. -:iven a 'aTrant to work as a Grand Lod_::;e, en ­

C'ct 7 
1858 -titled Uie l'ost "Torshipful F:.Jrmony Grand Lod~e of the ,State 

of Rhode Island and Frovi1ence ~lantations , which reigneJ from 

l858 to 1885 . 

LONE STAR LODGE No . 14, F. & A . M. FH v, ere instituted and 

Dec 27 
1870 - warrsnted, December 27 , i~70 in Providence, R. I ., under 

Hiram Grand Lod~e of Delaware . 

BOYER LODGE, No. 15, F . & A . M. FH of Nevrport, R . I ., irsti ­

Dec 16 
1873 tuted and · ·i ven a v1arrant to -work as a lodt:e, December 16 , 

1873 . 
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ttFR OivT VTHE NCE WE DANIE 11 

1:T . ]ffRIAH LODGE No. & F . &, A . M. fJI of Frovidence, R . I ., vms 
1.)ec 27 
1874 - instituted and -·iven a war1·ant to work as a lodi_;e, December 

27th, 1874 under the auspices of the r . w . Harmony Grand Lodt;e 

of' the state of Rbode Islend anJ Providence Flantatiors . It 

½as dissolved and r8lin&uished its charter in 1889 . 

mno:r LODGE No. 9 F. & A. M. PH was instituted anl received a 
Dec 2 
1875 - war::: ant to vrork as a lod~e, in Frovidence, R . I. , Deetembeh -

2nd, 1875 , under the auspices of Iv!. 1
·: . Sovereign Grand Lodge 

of Rhode Island . 

Havinf labored in a suborJinate cape city Jim t!necJSita!'te, n:fl' Rhoiihe 
June 
24th - fi~~Bci for nearly 25 years, on ~Tune 24th, 1874, Radisnt Sun 
1874 

urrcrr 
IJ-RAJl) 
LC)GE 

Lodee, No 5 ; Lone star Lodce, No . 14, and Boyer Lod~e, No . 15 , 

represented by its officer, met in convention to form a Grand 

- Grand Lodge "by the name, st le and title of mn0N GRAJiTD T_JO::>G-s,-r;,. t 

en June 2:3nJ 187 5, & c :;nven tion , ss ca llc'.3 by tLe :r • ~, . rr ir_ce 

rn ... ll Grand Lod ·e of pasA.crusetts(tlle !:....otf r--,1·) f'or tll~ ,. l!rr1o~e 

o1'br in · in · a bout u cone olidL tion o:· the I • '·. ~armony Grand 

.uOJ ·s 01' Rhoue Isl~.nd c..n 1 the } .. ,. Union Grand Lod e of 

Rhode IslLnd •........... mc.1ny werE :r;:,resent both for counsel 

nnd action •.....• were of no bindin 7 force • . .. .. • . ..•••• until 

they sep~ratelJ, ebch by itself m:de it so by action . In 

November, of 1875, the ffit-'mbers of eacL Grand Lod·e met ....•• 

. .•• to form a complete union, a consolidation vas male and 

e&ch of the subordincte lod ·es v ere ·iven a ne~ charter bu-

the auspices of the , ,.., "'':' Soverei,s,n Grr.nd Lod e, with in -

' ~ 
.L • J.. • 



structions to return their old charters into the SovF-rei n 

Grand Lou e ... . .. . A lar ·e nember of the members of the } . ,•r 

F<~rmony Gv •nd Lodbe, clairiin · tl ey had not be,..n properly 

rerresented et the consolid&ticn 6onvention, refused to send 

in their charter ard the subordinate lo1res ur.der her, ad 

continueJ to Viork as the I: . -r· . :-1Lrriony Grand Lod ·e of Rhode 

Islsnd ...•• ~. From 1275 to 1885, they loth met as separate 

bodies, each havirr· Sl' bordinate lod r·es un 1er their control . 

The cr<lft in Rhode IslLnd can claim and prove a continious 

line of Free anJ .nccepteJ Masons, FF, from Hiram Lodc.:e, Fo .. 

3 of rrovidence, the first subordinate lod~e in the stote , 

up to the resent . (Hiram Lod ·e Fo . 3, F . f A . M. of rrov -

idence, R. I ., was ~iven e license on the 25th day of :une , 

1797, by rrince Fall, rnst cr of African Lod,'e, :r-ro. 4C9 of 

Poston, Eass c:chusetts, to assemble and ·work 2s a Lodc;e , the 

second ~-re{To Lod~·e createJ in the United states . ) 
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Rhode rsl8nd s nborJinrte loJges worked under tv·o nassachu...- : "s 

setts Grand Lod ·es : M. W. African Grand Lodge, 1797 to 1847 ; 

Prince Hall Grand Lod.·e, for m 1847 to 1858, when three 

st bor ,J.inate Rhole Islo.nd lodt;es retioned to form M. ,·r . Har ­

mony Grand Lodge of the State of Rhode Island an1 FroviJence 

Flan ta tions , 1858 to 1285 ; F . "' Eureka Grand :,od~e of Rhode 

Island, 1885 t oll9El4 ba ck to the name , rd. ' Ht::.rmony Grc.nd 

Lod~e, 1914-1944; Frince Hall Grand Lod(e of Rhode Island , 

1944 u to the present . 



"FR OM 1r.!HENCE ,,.'E CAME" 

BIBLEOGRAPHY 

Preeeedin~s of the Eos t 'II. orshipful Eureka Grand Lodge, F . & 

A. ~ -, of the state of Rhode Island , from 1902 to 1906 , in -

clujin~ a historical sketch, 

New ort , R . I . , 1 907 . 

Mercury Publish inf CompL ny , 

6 

Roster of the :fliTos t 1 ~orshipful Barmony Grand Lodge of the State 

of Rhode Isl~nd and Providence PlGntations . M . v,r • ,,ra 1 t er vY . 

,, illiams, G.rand Master . pp 13- 14- 15 a historical sketch . 

B. Albert Ford, PGM telling me about the leeal name, regi s ~ 

tered with the State of Rhode Island as Prince Hall Grand 

Lodge of Rhode Is land , not lviost "'orshipful , as told to the 

craft about 1951 by Pm~ Joseph G. Lecount . 

Compiled f'rom the above sources by Carl R ., Gross, in March 

of 1971 for submission to V'illiam B . Baptista, P .. r .G.I.~., 

Prince Hall Gr8nd Lod,e of Rhode Island , for corrections, 

additions, etc . 

rt is hoped that the Grand n~ster , the Grand Historian and 

other knowledgable members of the craft meet to brine up to 
cont in mous 

date , a printed pamphlet of one hun::lred seventy four years 

of Prince Hall J1.~asonry in the state of RhoJe Islo.nd ., 

Frovidence, R. I . 
l97l 



1858 1923 

ROSTER 
OF THE 

MOST WORSHIPFUL 

Harmony Grand Lodge 
OF THE 

State of Rhode Island and Providence 
• Plantations 

Most Worshipful Grand Master 
WALTER W. WILLIAMS 

131 Garden St., Pawtucket, R. I. 

Right Worshipful Grand Secretary 
AARON C. BUCHANAN 

12 Hall Avenue, Newport, R. I. 

Chairman Foreign Correspondence Committee 
M. ALONZO Van HORNE 

12 Division St,, Newport, R I. 
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OFFICERS OF THE GRAND LODGE 

Elective 

Most Worshipful Grand Master 
WALTER W. WILLIAMS 

131 Garden St., Pawtucket, R. I. 
Right Worshipful Deputy Grand Master 

WILLIAM i A. H!EATHMAN, LL. D. 
19 College St., Providence, R. I. 

Right Worshipful Senior Grand Warden 
ORVILLE WHITE 

66 John St., Newport, R. I. 
Right Worshipful Junior Grand Warden 

W ALTE ,R R. WASHINGTON 
401 Washington St., Providence, R. I. 

Right Worshipful Grand Treasurer 
EDWARD 0. JACKSON 

15 School St., Newport, R. l. 
Right Worshipful Grand Secretary 

AARON C. BUCHANAN 
12 Hall Ave., Newport, R I. 

Appointive Grand Officers 

Dist. Deputy Grand Master, 1st District 
R. SUMNER ROBINSON 

Dist. Deputy Grand Master 2nd ' District 
DR. M. ALONZO VAN HORNE 
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W. Grand Chapla n 
REV. CHARLES N. GIBBONS 

W. Grand Lecturer 
DR. A. L. JACKSON 

W. Grand Marshal 
PEMBROKE POWELL 

W. Master of Ceremonies 
ANDREW A. BURGESS 

W. Senior Grand Deacon 
HOW ARD JOHNSON 

W. Junior Grand Deacon 
ROBERT J. BUTLER 

W. Senior Grand Steward 
HENRY HAWKINS 

W. Junior Grand Steward 
CHARI.JES MINOR 

W. Grand Sword Bearer ' 
C. THOS. PIERSON 

W. Grand Standard Bearer 
JOSEPH JOHNSON 

W. Grand Pursuivant 
WILLIAM GIBSON 

W. Grand Tyler 
ROBERT B. MINTON 

STANDING COMMITTEF1S 

Foreign Correspondence 

Dr. M. Alonzo Van Horne, Chairman 
Joseph E. Brown, P.G.M. Dr. U. T. Carter 
J. M. Stockett E. 0. Jackson 

David B. Allen, P.G.M. 
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Warrants and Dispensations 

Joseph R. Cromwell, Chairman 
Frank Greene Pembroke Powell 
George Farrow Jos ,eph S. Wright 

Jurisprudence 

Lewis Williams, P.G.M., Cha irman 
Wm. A. Heathman, LL. D. E. C. Holloway 
Dr. A. L. Jackson George W. Brogden 

Finance 

Dr. W. H. Mathews, P.G.M., Chairman 
R. Sumner Robertson Orville White 
Joseph Johnson Joseph D. Wright 

Lectures and Work 

Dr. A. L. Jackson Chairman 
London S. Hines John W. Butler 
Clark C. Brown 0. L. Ingram 

Obituary 

Andrew A. Burgess, Chairman 
Robert E. Brooks James W. Johnson 
Thomas R. Glascoe, P.G.M. F. M. Watson 

Building Committee 

Walter W. Will"ams, Chairman 
William Ril Walter R. Washington 
Samuel Brown Howard A. Johnson 
Wm. A. Heathman Jas. Stockett 
Dr. A. L. Jackson Aaron C. Buchanan 
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Appeals and Grievances 

Thomas R. Glascoe, P.G.M., Chairman 
Joseph ~ Brown, P.G.M. 

Lewis W. Williams, P.G.M. 
W. H. Mathews, P.G.M. 

David B. Allen, P.G.M. 

Petitions 

Rolb,ert S. Robinson, Cha 'rman 
John R. ·Brooks David R. Crockett 
Wm. W. Tolbert Albert P. Grandy 

Charity Committee 

George R. E. Farrow, Chairman 
Thos. H. Brown Robert J. Butler 
Chas. H. H. Smith Herbert L. Allston 

HARMONY LODGE, NO. 1 

Meets 1st and 3rd Thursdays each month, 
Odd Fellows Hall, Cranston St., Providence, 
R. I. 
W. M.-Geo. R. E. Farrow 

Scituate Ave., Cranston, R. I. 
S. W.-Richard Brown 
J. W.-John E. Blackman 
Treas.--Howard H. Johnson 

Secy.-Joseph R. Cromwell 
123 Wadsworth St., Providence, R. I. 

Past Masters 

Jose,ph E. Brown, P.G 1\1. 
Joseph R. Cromwell F. M. Watson 
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Ilow~rd H. Johnson Robert C. Browne 
0. L. Ingram 

Master Masons 

Chas. H. Barbour 
John H. Bevans 
Richard Brown 
David Cranshaw 
D. L. Dunlap 
W. S. Holland 
W. H. Hawkins 
Alex. Jones 
D. C. Noggins 
Nelson Outler 
L. Pressy 
C. Stewart 
Thos. Tucker 
S. R. Watson 
C. P. Wilson 
C. C. Ridley 
Jas. Balcom 
Archibald Kelly 
Robert Fletcher 
Wm. A. Jackson 
Dr. L. J. Spicer 
Chas. H. Johnson 
J. M. Shorts 
J. J. Martin 
Cha ·s. H. Blair 

Samuel G bson 
Chas. H. Thompso n 
Boyd Grey 
John Green 
C. E. Burgeson 
J. E. Blackman 
Chas . Cooper 
W. C. Hawkins 
Chas. A. Santo n 
Edw. J. Web!': 
Wm. Harrison 
John Jackson 
Howard P. Young 
Chas . S. Gask ins 
Lou is H. Ross 
Geo. R. E. Farro w 
J as . A . Cooper 
John Wingfield 
Wm. Costly 
Frank Dumington 
John Watson 
Alex Burton 
Rob ert Holmes 
Joseph Pyle 

CELESTIAL LODGE. NO. 2 

Meets 1st and 3rd Tuesday in each month, 
Odd Fellows Hall, Cranston St., Providence, 
R. I. 
W. M.-Thomas H. Brown 

48 Dartmouth St., Providence, R. I. 
S. W.-Venrett V. Pough 
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J. W.- Clarence 0. Jackson 
Treas.-W alter W. Williams 

Secy.-J ohn H. Wo odly 
186 Lipp ·tt St., Providence, R. l. 

Past Masters 

Samuel 0. Abra ms 
Robert S. Rober t son 
Benj. Wi lson 
Walter W. Will iams, 

G.M. 
Albert Grandy 
Dr . Andrew L. Jac k-

son 
Geo. E. Becket 

Thos. R. Glascoe, P. 
G.M. 

Pembroke Powell 
F. D. Van Meter 
Joseph Wright 
Wm . Gibson 
Joseph Johnson 
Dr. U. T. Carter 
Henry P. Briscoe 

Geo. W. Lon g 

Maste r Masons 

Myers R. Armstro ng 
F rank Allston 
Jas . W. Adams 
J oulavo Alvos 
Laurance Adams 
:\n'drew Bell 
Wm . H. Blanci 
Wm. Brooks 
Jo seph Bland 
Lewi s W. Boy d 
S. J . Brown 
F red Bollou 
Charles Billups 
Th omas H. Brow n 
J . E. Cook 
Oliver Comanger 
Samuel Conso n 
J oseph Cross 

Robert Coleman 
F r ed Douglass 
Albino Foster 
J oseph Gomes 
Edw. Golden 
Wm. Hall 
Dr. Carl R. Gross 
Chester M. Hopkins 
Wm. F. Jackson 
Clarence 0. Jackson 
Na than el Jackson 
Wm. F. Johnson 
Benj. Johnson 
Ja cob Johnson 
Henry R. Johnson 
Ambrose Johnson 
Albert Johnson 
Wm. Logan 



Mitchell Mathews 
W. F. Moss 
Charles Massie 
Fred Montgomery 
Jerry Nobles 
Venrett V. Pough 
Dr. J. J. Rolhins,on 
Thos. H. Roney 
Edward Bean 
Eve:r,ett Rogers 
T. D. Solomon 
Andrew Smith 
Harry Scott 
Clifford Scott 
John Stevenson 
Edward Spears 
Robert Thulberl 
W. Thomson 
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Wm. Turner 
Joseph Tucker 
John Woodly 
Arthur B. Williams 
Earl Wheeler 
Charles Williams 
Earnest Ballou 
Johna than Walker 
M. H. Walker 
Charles Wales 
Andrew Williams 
William Wilson 

' Robert Williams 
Isaac Penky 
Wm. Penky 
John Smith 
Geo. Lewis 
Walter Gloks 

STONE MILL LODGE, NO. 3 

Meets 1st and 3rd Mondav in each month, 
1'81 Thames St., Newport, R. I. 

W. M.-Robert J. Butler 
17 Heath St., Newport, R. I. 

8. W.-Archihald B. Jackson 

J. W.-Wm. B. Ayler 

Treas.-Robert E. Brooks 

Secy.-John W. Butler 
Kingston Ave., Newport, R. l. 

Past Masters 

DaV\id B. Allien, P. Jas. A. Harris 
G.M. John H. Jennings 

R. E. Brooks Chas. McK. Jackson 



Samuel Brown 
Aaron C. Buchanan 
George W. Brogden 
John W. Butle ,r 
David A. Crockett 
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Cecil Quintyne 
M. Alonzo VanHorne 
Blake B. Young 
Wm. H. Watson, P. 

G.M. 

Master Masons 

Nathaniel J. Ander-
son 

Arthur N. Addison 
Leo B. Amado 
Wm. A. L. Adams 
Wm. B. Ayler 
Charles A. Battle 
Robert J. Butler 
Edw. J. Berry 
Dr. Wm. L. Berry 
Geo. A. Burton 
l,ee C::J,ri:er 
Sidney Chambers 
Daniel Denby 
John Grayson 
G. Frank Gryce 
George Griffith 
Albert P. Gaines 
Geo. T. Gaines, Jr. 
Wm. H. Hilton 
Daniel J. Hunter 
Armstead Hurley, Jr. 
Robert L. Hawkins 
James Haley 
Archibald B. Jackson 
John R Jackson 
Wm. A. Jackson 
Wm. S. Jennings 
Thos. L. Jenkins 
Coleman H. Jo es 

James Kilby 
Henry Kilby 
Andrew W. Lodky 
Robert Llewellyn 
Howard S. Madden 
Rev. W. J. Lucas 
Wm. W. Miller 
Wm. S. Mackey 
Reese Magruder 
Edward R. Moore 
Caleb B. Norris 
Wm. Nickson 
James Knolls 
Collins Parker 
Saxon R. Robinson 
Frederick G. Ray 
Earnest E. Stewart 
Odell Simms 
Beverly Tinsley 
H. H. W osencroft 

Nathan M. Williams 
Herbert L. Williams 
Mathew Wallace 
Isaac Whims -
Rolbert J. Warner 
Morris F. Fleetwood 
Albert F. Speedwell 
Charles Jones 
Julian T. West 
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KING SOLOMON LODGE, NO. 5 

Meets 1st and 3rd Wedne sday in each month, 
130 North Main St ., Providence, R. I. 

W. M.-Charles H. H. Smith 
44 Ninigret Ave., Providence, R. I. 

S. W.-John F. Lopez 
J. W.-Joseph T. LeCount, LL. D. 
Treas.-Wm. A. Heathman, LL. D. 

Secy.-S. L. Paige 
22 Tremont St., Providence, R. I. 

Past Masters 

Adam S. Bailey 
John R. Brooks 
Andrew A. Burgess 
Chas. L. Cummings 
Wm. A. Heathman 

LL.D. 
Chas. T. P"erson 
Frank W. Greene 
London S. Hines 

Samuel D. Holland 
Robert B. Minton 
Wm. Reese 
Lewis W'. Williams, 

P.G.M. 
Walter R. Washing-ton 
James M. Stockett 

LL.D. 
Geo. H. Worthington 

Master Masons 

Chester N. Abrams 
John E. Allen 
John F. Allen 
Benj. P. Allen 
Wm. C. Alleson 
R. C. Alleyne 
Sam. C. Barnett 
Howard Berry 
James V. Beauzard 
James I. Brooks 

Herbert S. Boyd 
Philip S. Bourne 
Wm. H. Carroll 
Edward Coates 
Fred M·. Carter 
John Costa 
Antonio V. Coellio 
McDonald DeSketes 
Chas ... Dimond 
Leon R. De Ville 



Edward Dunlop 
George Francis 
Walter E. Gladding 
Irving W. Greene 
George Greene 
Charles E. Greene 
Allan A. Grant 
Frank L. Griffin 
Wm. H. Garnet 
Wm. G. Gray 
Walter S. Hall 
Henry Hampton 
Harry O. Harr is 
Dr. Wm. H. Higgins 
Geo. S. Holloway 
Leroy S. Isby 
Charles Johnson 
Frederick Johnson 
Norman Johnson 
Wm. H. Johnson 
Robert E. Johnson 
Fred J. Jackson 
Jesse Jones 
G"o. M. Kimball 
Leo M. Lewis 
Harry Lewis 
Thos. H. Lawr ,ence 
John F. Lopez 
Manuel Lopez 
Leo L. S. Lopes 
Joseph T. Le Count 
Richard Linsay, Jr. 
l\Iyles May,field 
Elmer E. Minton 
Charles I. Mason 
Clarence R. Mason 
John Marshall 
Lewis Mitchell 
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S. Larrett Paige 
James H. P,erry 
Wm. Pugh, Jr. 
Geo. L. J. Phillips 
Fillmore R. Purnell 
Walter J. Peck 
Walter Powell 

. ~ 

James B. Quinton 
J. F. Reed 
J. F. Reed, Jr. 
John Ridley 
Clarence E. Stone 
Edward P. Simmons 
Chas. H. H. Smith 
Henry J. Smith 
John H. Smith 
Wm. T. Stewart 
Geo. H. Stockett 
Harold Thomas 
Edgar W. Thomas 
John W. Taylor 
Elijah C. 0. Taylor, 

Jr. 

Samuel S. Walker 
Chas. Washington . 
Howard S. West 
Richard Williams 
Wm. W. Williams 
Albert W. Williams 
McKinney Williams 
Albert C. Wooden, Jr. 
Otis E. Weeden 
Clarence Willis 
Samuel Young 
Wm. A. Younger 
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BOYER LODGE, NO. 8 

Meets 1st and 3rd Tuesday in each month, 
181 Thames St., Newport, R. I. 

W. M.-Herbert L. Allston 
51 Pond Ave., Newport, R. l. 

S. W.-John W. Henry 
J. W.-Rufus H. Williams 

Secy.-James A. Richardson 
7 Sheffield Ave., Newport, R. l. 

Past Masters 

Jas. W. Johnson 
Edward ,0. Jackson 
Orville White 
Dorsey Suggs 
Dr. Wm. H. Mathews 

P.G.M. 
E. C. Holloway 

Geo. Jones 
Robert J. Robinson 
Wm. W. Tolbert 
Wm. S. S. DeCoursey 
C. C. Brown 
W.W. Riley 
Chas. E. Minor 

Master Masons 

Marcus Andrews 
Robert M. Anderson 
James T. Allen 
Herbert L. Allston 
Clark T. Brown 
Carl Butler 
Wm. B,radford 
J-ames Brooks 
Robert Cradle 
Manuel Cranston 
Wm. J. Cook 
Joseph R. Cooper 
Clarence Carter 
Edward J. Dinkins 
Thomas Fizz 

Roger W. Forrester 
Rev. C. N. Gilbbona 
Armstead Hurley 
Wm. H. Holmes 
Theo. A. Houston 
Alphonso Hallback 
Robert Holmes 
Geo. Jenkins 
Henry H. Jones 
Reuben Jackson 
Joseph H . Johnson 
Henry Mackey 
Aaron C. Perry 
Earl S. Perry 
Edward J. Richards 



Edw. M. C. Richards 
J as. A. Richardson 
Dr. Marshall E. Ross 
Edward M. Simmons 
Martin R. Sutler 
Jesse E. Scott 
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Fred'ck E. Williams 
Benj. A. Will ams 
Rufus H. Williams 
Stephen Williams 
Raymond B. West 
Charles Campbell 

The Most Worshipful Harmony Grand Lodge 

w 11 meet in semi-annual communication in 
Masonic Hall, 181 Thames str ,eet, New,port, 

R. I., June 12th, 1923, at 7 p. m. 

In annual communication in Masonic Hall, 

Odd Fellows Building, Cranston Street, Provi­

dence, R. I., Dec. llrth, 1923, at 10 a. m. 

HISTORICAL SKETCH 

FROM WHENCE WE CAME, 

'Dhe records show that the first Grand 

Lodge in the craft of Fr ,ee and Accepted Ma­

sons and installation of a Grand Master took 

place in London on the 24th day of June, 1717, 

and was known as the Grand Lodge of Eng­
land. This was the r,egular Grand Lodge, o:t 

which His Royal Highness Henry Frederick, 

Duke of Cumb erland, etc., etc., etc., was Graner 

Master, and it was he who granted the orig­

inal charter of African Lodge, No. 459, Sept. 

29th, 1784, to Prince Hall, Thomas Sander­
son and others. Prince Hall was appointed a 

Deputy Grand Master by the same sourc~, 

-) 
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with power to form new lodges, which he did. 
Hiram Lodg ,e of Providence, R. I., was insti­
tuted June 25th, 1797, and African L odge, No. 
459, of Phil a delphia, was inst tuted S2pt. 22nd, 
1797. These two lodges, with African Lodge, 
No. 459, of Boston, Mass., formed the first 
Negro Grand Lodge. The subordinat2 lodges 
in Rhode Island worked under Afric i n Grand 
Lodge jurisdiction until June 24th, 1847. 
Harmony Lodge, No. 1, was instituted by Af­
rican Grand Lodge Dec. 11th, 1826. On June 
24th, 184 7: African Grand Lodge establishea 
in 1808; the F :rst Independent African Grand 
Lodge established in Pennsylvania 1815 ana. 
Hiram Grand Lodge established in 1837, the 
only three Negro Grand Lodges in the Unitea 
States at that t :me, met in convention and 
formed the National Grand Lod~;e of the 
United $tates of North America, which wa:, 
to be the supreme Masonic power , in the 
un·ted States. The African Grand L , dge be­
coming a part of the body (the National 
Grand Locge) surrendered its charter and r.e­
ceived its present charter Dec. 11th, 1847, 
under the title of Prinee Hall Grand Lodge, 
Free and Accepted Masons. 

Celestial Lodge, No. 2, F. & A. M., of Prov­
idence, was instituted and r,eceived a warrant 
to work as a Lodge Dec. 27, 1847, under the 
auspices of Prince Hall Grand Lodge Stone 
Mill Lodg ,e, No. 3, F. & A. M., of N -:wport, 
R. I., was instituted and received a warrant 
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to work as a Lodge Dec. 27th, 185,0, under the 

ausp ces of Prince Hall Grand Lodge. Radi­

ant Sun, No. 4, F. & A. M., of Prov idence, R. 
I., was instituted by Prince Hall Grand Lodge 
Feib. 2,2nd, 1858, and received a warrant to 

work as a Lodge. King Solomon Lodge, No. 
5, was instituted by Prince Hall Grand Lodge 

July 15th, 1858, and received a warrant to 

work as a Lodge. 
During the latter part of 1858 the five sub­

ordinate lodges , Harmony Lodge, No. 1, Ce­

lestial Lodge, No. 2, Stone Mill Lodge, No. 3, 
Radiant Sun Lodge, No. 4, and King Solomon 

Lodge, No. 5, met together and petitioned to 
the Nat onal Grand Lodge to be released from 

Prince Hall Grand Lodge jurisdiction and be 

set apart as a separate Grand Lodge. Their 

request was granted and they were set apart 
by officers of the National Grand Lodge and 
Prince Hall Grand Lodge and giv.en the fol­

lowing warrant under which they were to 

work as the Most Worshipful Harmony Grand 

Lodge of the State of Rhode Island: 
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HEALTH 
HAPPINESS 

To all whom it may concern, Greeting: 
KNOW YE, THAT I, John P. Thompson, 

by virtue of power and authority vested in me 
as M. W. D. D. N. G. M. of the Northern D s­
trict, do grant this my Warrant to the follow­
ing trusty brethren, they having been elected 
at a conv,entional meeting of three Regular 
working Lodges, Ezra J. Morris, G. M. of 
Celestial Lodge, No. Z, I. D. S. Hall, D. G. M. 
of Stone Mill Lodge, No. 3, Geo. W. Frizs, S. 
G. Warden, of King Solomon's Lodge, No. 4, 
Gilbert D. Gardner, J. G. W., Celestial Lodge, 
No. 2, ~Benj. B. Gardner, G. Sec'y, Stone Mill 
Lodge, No. 3, Newport, David A. Minton, G. 
T., of King Solomon's Lodge, No. 4, Wm. 
Warmsley, G. Tyler, of Celest al Lodge, No. 
2, for the opening and establishing of a Grand 
Lodge for the State of Rhode Island to be 
known by the name of Harmony Grand Lodge, 
having Masonic jurisdiction of, and possess­
ing all the rights of any other Grand Lodge 
in the National Compact; the right to war­
rant and establish Lodges in the State, to 
ruLe, regulate and govern the same by issuing­
Edicts, Rules and Laws for the government 
of the ·same so long as they are .n strict con­
formity with the Constitution and usages of 
Masonry, and they shall have • power to try 
and expel persons or lodges for violation oI 
rules or insubordination. I do authorize and 
empower said trusty Brothers, Ezra J. Morris, 
J. D. S. Hall, Geo. H. Frizs, and Gilbert D. 
Gardner, to install their successors, bestowing 
upon them all the dign ties of their office, and 
that such successors shall in like manner in­
stall their successors, during the continuance 
of this Grand Lodge, providing always that the 
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said above named and their successors pay due 
res pect to the National Compact and the ordi!­
nances thereof; otherwise this warrant to be 
of no effect. 

Given under my hand and seal of the Na­
tional Grand Lodge .n the city of Providence, 
R. I., this 7th day of Octob er, A. D. 1858, A. 
L. 5858. 

JOHN P. THOMP ,SON, 
M. W. D. D. N. G. M., 

Northern District. 
(seal) 

EZRA J. MORRIS, 
D. N. G. Sec 'y, 

Northern District. 

Meridian Sun Lodge, No. 5, F. & A. M., of 
Providence, R. I., was institute! by Hiram 
Grand Lodge of Delaware, and received a 
warrant to work as a Lodge February 2nd, 
1853. 

Lone Star Lodge, No. 14, F. & A. M., of 
Providence, R. I., was instituted by Hiram 
Grand Lodge of Delaware, and received a wai-~ 
rant to work as a Lodge, Decemb er 2 , th , 1870. 

Boyer Lodge, No. 15, F. & A. M., of New­
port, R. I., was instituted by Hiram Grand 
Lodge of Delaware, and rec eived a warrant to 
work as a Lodge Decemher 16th, 1873. 

The se three Lodges, Meridian Sun No. 5, 
Lone Star No. 14 and Boyer Lodge No. 15, 
being dissatisfied working under a distant 
Grand Lodge, agreed to form a Grand Lodge 
of their own with the supreme power within 
the State. They me•t June 24th, 1874, anct 
formed the Union Grand Lodge of Rhode Isl-
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and, with M. W. Michael Boyer Grand Master, 
and R. W. Joseph Banks, Grand Secretary. 

Star of the East Lodge, No. 6, F. & A. M., 
of Providence, R. I., was instituted by the 
Most Worshipful Harmony Grand Lodge, June 
20th, 1870, and receiv ,ed a warrant to work as 
a Lodge. 

Mount Moriah Lodge, No. 7, F. & A. M., of 
Providence, R. I., was instituted Dec. 27th, 
1874, by the Most Worshipful Harmony Grana 
Lodge, and received a warrant to work as a 
Lodge. 

On November 22nd, 1875, delegates from 
lboth Most Worshipful Harmony Grand Lodge 
and Union Grand Lodge met in P r ovidence, 
R. I., and endeavored to consolidate and form 
a new Grand Lodge to control all the suboi-­
dinate lodges in the State. A consolidation 
was made and each of the subordinate lodges 
was given new charters under the auspice8 
of M. W. Sovereign Grand Lodge. A large 
number of the M. W. Harmony Grand Lodge 
claiming they had not been properly repre­
sented at the consolidation convention, refusect 
to send in their charters and continued to 
work as M. W. Harmony Grand Lodge of Rhode 
Island. 

Union Lodge, No. 9, F. & A. M., of Provi­
dence was instituted by M. W. Sovereign 
Grand Lodge, Dec. 2nd, 1875 and received a 
warrant to work as a Lodge. 

From 1875 to 1885 the M. W. Harmony 
Grand Lodge and M. W. Sovereign Grand 
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Lodge met as separate bodies, each having 

subordinate lodges under their control. 

In convention, agreeable to articles of unio11 

approved and ratifi ,ed by both Grand Lodges, 

said articles called together the ent ire craft 

of the State; a union was formed on the 17th 

day of June, 1885, uniting the entire craft o.t 

the State into one Grand Lodge, to be known 

as Most Worshipful Eureka Grand Lodge of 

Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, by 

the following lodges: lt,ccJ-)tC1t Gr,,;1.S-·~{'1'1'1 

'ftr(1,--A--v-< H~mogy Lodge, No. 1 I ~ - , I - i ~'Ii b 

~lestial Lodge, No. 2 1-:/--,. T .. 'l "" 7 
,--i Jff:l Stone Mill Lodge, No. 3 r~ - ')...., _ If: o (J 

~ Radiant Sun Lodge, No. 4 
l1'· V """"King Solomon Lodge, No. 5 1 ·- 1f·1 [' f" 5' 

Star of the East Lodge, No. 6 , 

U alt~,; ,Mount Moriah Lodge, No. 7 , ~ · '). 7-, f 
Ct-J..-' is {.Boyer Lodge, No. 8 ,;. .. If,, 13 

J-,n'.I/.IWJ.\fount Moriah Lodg ,e, No. 7, dissolved and 

relinquished charter in 1889. 
Star of the East Lodge, No. 6, dissolved and 

relinquished charter in 1903. 
Radiant Sun Lodge, No. 4, dissolved and 

relinquished charter in 1906. 
In the annual communication of the M. W. 

Eureka Grand Lodge held in Providence Dec. 

8th, 1914, it was unanimously voted to agair, 

resume the name of the first original Grano 

Lodge, the Most Worshipful Harmony Grana 

Lodge of Rhode Island and Providence Planta­

tions, which was incorporated under the laws 

of the State of Rhode Island in 1873. 



eAFt'- 'R. oRoss, t«, da 
66 ooYl.-E p..ve:NU. 

pRO\/lDENCE, R . \ . oz9<J& 

CARL R. GROSS, M. fJ. 
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FOREWORD 

Masonic activities of the different Grand Juri sdictio ns, as 
revealed in their annual volumes of Proce erlings, show to all 
of us the desire of the craftsmen to perfect and keep a con­
tinu ous record of the work of the craft. It has been empha­
sized anew the fact that the craftsmen everywhere are striv -· 
ing to make the organization more perfect, to bring it more 
closely in touch with the highest ideals and aspirations of the 
gener ation, and, by incr easing its adapt ability, to promote its 
usefulness . The Committee on Publi catio n desire to place 
Rh ode Island in the ranks of those who have their records 
continuously from their infancy and sincerely hope to perpet­
uate and solidify the craft in her jurisdi ction so that the Ma­
sonic world may hear from her after each annual communi­
cation. 

CHARLES H. DAVIS, 
t A. CLIFTON BUCHANAN, 

M. ALONZO VAN HORNE, Asst. Sec., 
R . B. KING, 
SAMUEL BROWN, 

Committee on Publication. 

Glf"'..>..; t'. 



HISTORICAL SKETCH 

The following sho rt synopsis of our history as Fr ee and 

Accepted Masons is deemed necessary because ·of the constant 

attac k made upon us as to our authenticity. The following 

facts are arranged to show the uninterrupt ed continuance of 

our Lodges in Rhode Island from th e creation of H1ram 

Lodge, No. 3, which was given licens e on the 25th day of 

June, 1797, by Prince Hall, master of African Lodge, No. 

459, to assemble and work as a Lodge. This was the secon d 

Negro Lodge created in the United States. The third Lodge 

created was African Lodge, No. 459, Phil ade lphia, Penn. 

The officers were inst alled by Prince H all, G. :11., Sept. 22nd, 

1797. Th ese two lodges, with African Lodge, established the 

African Grand Lodge in 1808, making it a free, independent 

sovereign Grand Lodge , with a jurisdi ction absolute an d entire 

throughout the United States an d countries By this revo­

lution and assumption from that clay to this, the African 

Grand Lodge, without interruption, has exercised all the plen­

ary powers of a Grand Lodge. Hiram Lodge, No . 3, held 

regular communicati ons, and was largely attended, but in 

1813 it lost quite a few of its staunch membe rs who left Rhode 

Isl and under the auspices of the African 1-l un1ane Soc iety to 

make a settlement in Liberia. It was these Masons with 

others who afterwards were granted a license to establish a 

Lodge in Liberia, which still exists. 
1 

In the · early part of 1826, there being quite a few Negro 

Masons in Providence, R. I. , some of whom had been made 

in England and Ireland, and some who came from Pennsyl­

vania, New York and Massachusetts, they applied to the Af ­

ric an Grand Lodge for a charter. The following record is 

copied from the records of the African Grand Lo<lge: 

"Oct. 30, 1826. A petition was received from our brethren in 

i~d;~enTh!~aet/~~nf0!a! ~~~~i!~~ :~a0;·e;~~~nt~:: c~o;:~r~o3!ct 
upon the same. 

1 

Voted: that the brethren in Providence shall have their warra nt, 

w~t~~\bi~~~~it1iet ~~;\f h!~~Ytf::z:td~llars a day while on that 

duty. 

( {;_r.., f; 1.-, 



EUREKA GRAN D LODGE 5 

Th at they shall write a lett er to the brethr en in Pro vidence to in­
form them of said vote , and reque st them to write when they w ill be 
r eady . 

Oct . 5, 1827. The master having received a letter from the mem ­
bers of Harmony Lodg;e in Providence, R. I., inviting the Grand Lodge 
to aid in ass isting them to dedicate their hall. 

Brother Moody was chosen as Deputy Grand Master to assist on the 
occasion . 

The foll owing brothers volunteered themselves to go on to assist 
th e brother s as follows: M. W. G. M. C. A. Derandam ie, P. M. 
Walker Lewis, P. G. M. S. H . Moody, Bro. R. Brown, P. G. M. John 
T. Hilton. 

J an. 11th, 1827. Th e Grand Master read a let te r from Har mony 
~f°~t:, f;a~t 1Ye~fr,p;iJifheen~~p!lsi~-~ ;)t~n~wo0

f 1h1!i:smf~~~~tres,r~;~~d 
Thomas Essex .'' 

In 1847 there were only three colored Gr and Lodg es in 
America : The Afric an Grand Lodge of Massac husetts, es­
tabli shed in 1808; th e First Ind epe ndent African Grand 
Lodg e of North America, established in 18 15 (Pennsylva ­
nia), and the Hir am Grand Lodge of Penn sylvan ia, estab­
lished 1837. Th e members of the se Grand Lodges, believ­
ing tha t masonry among colored men would be much bette r 
prot ected and advanced by placi ng its control in hands of a 
central power, met in convention in June, 1847, and formed 
the National Gr and Lodge of the United States of North 
Am erica, which was to be th e Supreme Masonic Power in th'e 
U nited States. 

The African Grand Lo dge of Boston, becoming a part of 
the body (The Nat ional Gr and Lodge), surrendered its 
chart er and received its present charter, dat ed Dec. 1 Ith, 
1847, under· the tit le of Pri nce H all Grand Lodge , Fre e and 
Acc epted Masons, for the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

Celesti al Lodge, No . 2, F . and A. M., of Providence, R. I. , 
was institut ed and redeived a warrant to work as a Lodge 
Dec ember 27, 1847, under the auspices of Prince Hall Grand 
Lodge . 

Stone Mill Lodge , No . 3, F. and A. M., of Newport, R. I., 
was institut ed and rece ived a warrant to work as a Lodge 
December 27th, 1857, und er the auspices of Prince Hall 
Grand Lodge. 

Meridian Sun, No. 5, F. and A. M., of Pr dvidence, R. I., 
was institut ed and rece ived a warrant to work as a · Lodge 
Febru ary 2nd, 1853, under th e auspices of !-1 iram Gran d 
Lodge of Delaware. · · · · · 

Radiant Sun, No. 4,. F. and A. M., of Providence, R. I., 
was institut ed and rece ived a warrant to work as a Lodge 
February 22nd, 1858, under the auspice s of Prince Hall 
Grand Lo dge . 
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King Solomon Lodge, No. 5, F. and A. M., Providence, 

R. I., was instituted and received a warrant to work as a 

Lodge July 15th, 1858, under the auspices of Prince Hall 

Grand Lodge. 
On December 27, 1858, the committee representing Har­

mony Lodge, No. 1, Celestial Lodge, No. 2, Stone Mill 

Lodge, No. 3, Radiant Sun Lodge, No. 4, and Krng Solo­

mon Lodge, No. 5, having applied to Pnnce Hall Grand 

Lodge to be set apart, were given a warrant to work as a 

. Grand Lodge. R. W. Ezra J. Morris was elected Grand 

Master of the first Grand Lodge, entitled M. W . Harmony 

Grand Lodge. · 

Star of the East Lodge, No. 6, F. and A. M., was instituted 

and received a warrant to work as a Lodge June 20, 1870, 

under the auspices of M. W. Harmony Grand Lodge. 

Lone Star Lodge, No. 14, F. and A. M., Providence, R. I., 

was instituted and received a warrant to work as a Lodge 

December 27th, r870, under the auspices of Hiram Grand 

Lodge of Delaware. 
Boyer Lodge, No. I 5, F. and A. M., Newport, R. I., was 

instituted and received a warrant to work as a Lodge Decem­

ber 16th, 1873, under the auspices of the Hiram Grand Lodge 

of Delaware. · 
On June 24th, 1874, The Radiant Sun Lodge, No. 5, Lone 

Star Lodge, No. 14, and Boyer Lodge, No. 15, represented by 

its officers, met in convention to form a Grand Lodge. The 

three Lodges were represented by the following officers and 

members: 
RADIANT SUN LODGE, ;-lO. 5. 

Bro. Lewis E. Jones, W. M. 
Bro. Edward H. Lewis, S. W. 
Bro. James R. Johnson, J. W. 
Bro. Nelson D. Latham, Representative. 

Bro. Charles H. Cone (absent). 
Bro . Robert N. Ellston, Proxy (absent). 

Bro . Peter Harris, Proxy. 
Bro. Henry F. Duncan, Proxy. 

LONE STAR LODGE, NO. !4. 

Bro. Isaac M. Journeyman, W. M. (absent). 

Bro. Lewis E. Latham, S. W. 
Bro. Kenyon Clark, J. W. 
Bro. James 0. Frances, Representative. 

Bro. A. Rhodes, Representative. 



EUREKA GRAND LODGE 

Bro. Wilson Armstead, Proxy (absent). 
Bro. Mark S. H. Walker, Proxy. 
Bro. Edward Foster, Proxy. 

BOYER LODGE, NO. 15. 

Bro. James W. Johnson, W. M. 
Bro. Thomas W. Fisher, S. W ., (absent.) 
Bro. Collins S. Burrell, J. W. 
Bro. Samuel C. Johnson, Representative. 
Bro. Jackson Carter, Representative. 
Bro. William Still, Proxy. 

The following resolutions were passed : 

1. Resolved, That, whereas, a portion of the craft here 
repres ented have labored in a Subordinate capacity, in the 
State, for nearly twenty-two years. under a distant Grand 
Lodge, which has been very inconvenient, therefore, we are 
fully satisfied and convinced th at to have the supreme power 
within the State would be far better for the interest and con-
venience of the craft . . 

2. Resolved, Therefore, that by the authority of the sev­
eral Lodges here represented in convention, we proceed ac­
cording to Ancient Masonry to organ ize and establish a su­
preme power in the form of a Grand Lodge . 

3. Resol1!ed, That we adopt, for the time being, the H. G. _ _ 
L. C. (except that portion th at may become inoperative in ·· -- -­

consequence of the present legislation), together with the 
general Regulations of Masonry. 

4. Resolved, Th at the Convention do nominate, elect and 
install the elective officers ; and after the necessary appoint­
ments are n\ade by the Grand Master, to install the officers 
thus appointed. 

5. Resolved, That the Chairman appoint a Nominating 
Committee, to consist of three, to nominate officers for the 
forthcoming Grand Lodge . 

6. Res olved, Th at the Grand Lod ge officers, when duly 
elected, appointed and installed, for the unexpired Masonic 
term, ending the second Wednesday in . Dec ember , A. L. 
5874, they and their successors, to continue forever in per­
petuation the present formed boc1y, to be known throughout 
the world by the name, style and title of Union Grand Lodge 
of Free and Accepted Masons of the State of Rhode Island. 
, .. :7. Resol ved, That in keeping with the call of this Conven- · 
tion, this Grand Lodge claims Supreme Masonic power, 
namely: legislativ e, judici al and executive, with power to cre­
ate and establish Lodges by dispensation and warrant; to be 
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fully exemplified as part of the constitutions I powers emana t­ing from Ancient Masonry and subject to one limitation, which is that contained in the old R egulat ions of 1721, and ex­pressed in the follow ing concise language: "Provided, always, th at the Landmarks be carefully preserved." The following Gran d Officers were then constituti onally eiected and installed : M. W. Bro. Michael Boyer, Grand Mas­ter; R. W. Bro . J oseph Banks, Gran d Secretary. On J une 23rd, 1875, a convention was called by the M. W. Prince H all Grand L odge of Massachusetts (the mother) for the purp ose of bringing abou t a consolidation of the M. W. Harmony Grand Ledge of Rhode I slan d and the M. W . Union Gra nd Lodge of Rhode I sland, to which call many of the children obeyed , and wer e prckent both for counsel and · ac tion , the proceedings of which were of no binding force whatever, upon either the M. W. H armony Grand Lodge or the M. W. Union Grnnd Lodge, until they sepa rate ly, each. by itself, made it so by act10n. 
In November, 1875, the members of each Gran d Lodg e met together an d ende avored to form a complete union of the br ethren. Members from all the subordinate Lod ges in the jurisdiction were present, there being representatives from both the Grand L odge s. A consol idation was made and each of the subordinate L odges were given new charters, under the ausp ices of the M. W. Sovereign Gran d Lodge, with in­strucnons to return their old ch arters into the Sovereign Grand Lodge. A large number of the members of the M. V\T. ·- l·'larmon y Grand Lodge, claiming they had not been properly repr esen ted at the cons olidation convention, refused to send in their charter and the subordinate Lodges under her and continued to work as M. W. H ar mony Grand L odg e of Rhode I~an~ . On December 2nd, 1875, Union Lodge, No. 9, F. and A. M., was instituted and received a warrant to work as a Lodge under the auspices of M. \/\/. Sovere ign Grand Lodge. From 1875 to 1885 the M. W . Sovereign Gran d Lodg e and M. W. H armo ny Grand Lodge met as separate bodies, each havi ng subo rdin ate Lodges under their control. 

The craft in Rhode Isl an d were under the following Grand Masters from Hiram Lodge, _ No. 3; to the present: 
1797 to 1807 M. W. Prince H all, African Grand Lodge. 1807 to 1809 " " Nero Princ e, African Gr and Lodge. 1809 to 181 l " " George Middletown, African Grand Lodge. 
1811 to 1817 " " Peter Lew, African Grand Lodge. 
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1817 to 1826 M. W. Samuel I-I Moody, African Grand 
Lodge: 

1826 to 1827 " " John T. Hilton, African Grand Lodge. 

1827 to 18:i9 " " C. A. Der andomie, African Gr and 

1829 to 183 I '.' 

1831 to 183c " 
1832 to 1834 
1834 to 1836 " 
1836to1847" 
1847 to 1850 

Lodge. 
" Walker Lewi s, African Grand Lodge. 
" Th omas D alton, African Grand Lodge. 

Georg e Gual, African Grand Lodge. 
" James H. Howe, African Grand Lodge. 
" John T. Hilton, African Grand Lodge, 

S. T. Kendall, Prince Hall, Grand 
Lodge . 

1850 to 1851 " " John V. Degrasse, Prince Hall, Grand 
Lodge. 

1851 to 1852 " " Thomas Thom as, Prince Hall, Grand 
Lodge. 

1852 to 1854 " " J osepb M. Scott, Prince Hall, Grand 
Lodge. 

1854 to 1855 " " Geo. M. Mitchell, Prince Hall , Grand 
Lodge. 

1855 to 1858 " " Lewis Hayden, Prince Hall, Grand 
Lodge. 

HARMONY GRAND LODGE. 

1858 to 186 1 M. W. Ezra J. Morris, Harmony Grand 
Lodge ... 

1861 to 1862 " " John Addison, H armony Gran d Lo'clge. 

1862 to 1865 " "1 E. B. Hebrew, H armony Grand Lodge . 

1865 to 1866 " " , J. A . Creighton, Harmony Grand 
Lodge. 

1866 to 1867 " " N. M. Warmsley, Harmony Grand 
Lodge. 

1867 to 1869 " " Chas. H. Ringgold, Harm ony Grand 
Lodge. 

1869 to 1870 " " J oern R. McKim, Harmony Grand 
Lodge. 

1870 to 1873 " " Marshall A. Terence, Harmony Grand 
· Lodge. · 

1873 to 1874 " " Marshall A . Terence, Harmony Grand 
· Lodge. 

1873 to 1875 " " Michael Boyer, Union Grand Lodge . 

1874 to 1879 " Chas. H. Ringgold, Harmony Grand 
Lodge. 

1879 to 1882 T homas - R. Glascoe. 
1882 to 188 5 i\ilalachai Wilson . 
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M. W. SOVEREIGN GRAND LODGE. 

1876 to 1878 M. W. John H. Monroe. 
1878 to 1880 " " Wm. E. Smit h. 
1880 to 1881 " " F. Augustus Ta.lbot. 
1881 to 1882 " " John B. Lane. · _, 
1882 to 188l J oh n H . Monroe,r c~z-,~-!/ ,() 01 "{. j '.v ,J 
1884 to 1885, James Lecount ./ J<'V to / • ~- ' /I'~ 

0 '.j 
EUREKA GRAND LODGE. 

1885 to 1888 M. W. Edwa rd B. Hebrew, 
1888 to 1889 " " Malachai Wilson, 
1889 to 1890 " " W. H. Turner, 

Grand Master. 

1890 to 1893 " " E. B. Hebrew, 
1893 to 1896 " " Rev . Mahlon Van Horne, " 
1 896 to I 897 " " J oseph Monroe, 
1897 to 1899 " " J ohn C. Barnes, 
1899 to 1900 " " Lewis W. Williams, 
1900 to 1903 " " Jo seµh E. Brown, 
1903 to 1904 " " Wm . H . \Vatson, 
1904 to 1906 " " Lewis N. Williams, 
1906 to 1908 " " David B. Allen, 

,I 

,, 

r 
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