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Why was it a special text for you?

What was your favorite children’s book growing up?

What made it a memorable text?



ACRL Information 
Literacy 

Framework

Graphic from: 
https://www.researchgate.net/figure/The-ACRL-Framework-for-Information-Literacy-and-the-Six-Major-Frames-From-Burress-T_fig6_320992321



• Information Creation as a Process Frame

• As it applies to the preparation and pedagogy practices of our preservice teachers 
who will be teaching elementary school students using Multimodal Text Sets

https://acrl.libguides.com/ed/creation


Information Creation as a process 

Teacher Pedagogy and Practice (as it applies to RIC preservice teachers)
● We recognize that both preservice teachers and the K-12 students they teach 

encounter information in a variety of non-traditional formats; they may not 
recognize the processes by which sources are created and the relationship 
between the creation process and the credibility of the source.

● We describe the distinctions in the creation process between those traditional 
sources (like a K-12 textbook) and newer sources such as blogs, social media, 
OERs, primary sources, multimedia sources, etc.



Information Creation as a Process Frame 
Has 3 Key Knowledge Practices and Dispositions

Social Justice Metacognition/ReflectionDigital/Media Literacy



These are also part of the 
inquiry-based C3 Framework

Social Justice Metacognition/ReflectionDigital/Media Literacy



ELED 436 Assignment: 
Teaching Social Studies to Diverse Learners

From: https://www.socialstudies.org/system/files/2022/c3-framework-for-social-studies-rev0617.2.pdf

In this course, preservice teachers develop and implement a collaboratively designed 
teaching unit that enhances the skills, knowledge and dispositions needed to participate in a 
democratic society and global community.  

Using an inquiry-based framework (C3 Inquiry Design Model), preservice teachers 
construct a conceptually driven, interdisciplinary teaching unit, reflecting a transformative, 
multiple perspectives approach, adaptable to all learners.

https://www.socialstudies.org/standards/c3


Multimodal Text Sets are used to create                                  
6 interdisciplinary lesson plans (over 6 weeks)                       

to teach elementary school students 
social understanding and civic competence 

Lesson 1: Geography
Lesson 2: History
Lesson 3: Civics

Lesson 4: Economics
Lesson 5: Culture

Lesson 6: Advocacy and Global Goals

 





WHAT IS The C3 Framework?



Metacognition

Metacognition Metacognition Metacognition

Digital Media/Literacy Social Justice



How does Kieran as the Library Liaison 
Help with the Interdisciplinary Thematic Units?

Dimension 1: Developing Questions and Planning Research Inquiries: Planning and 
preparation in securing quality, age appropriate materials and pertinent secondary resources 
for multimodal text sets including different genres of literature (folktales, biographies, state 
books)

Dimension 2: Applying Disciplinary Concepts and Tools: Show preservice teachers how 
to incorporate all types of primary sources into their lesson plans, including maps, charts, 
graphs, globes, artwork, music, sculpture, journals, speeches. Includes World Book Online (to 
align to RI grade level standards).



This Collaborative Support

Dimensions 1 and 2 include: 
Supporting first generation students in optimal use of basic 
library resources & services:
● how to print in the library, how to order books, how to 

uncover hidden curriculum materials of our College



How does Library Liaison Help: 
Interdisciplinary Thematic Unit

Dimension 3 Evaluating Sources and Using Evidence: Before including sources in our 
multimodal text set, preservice teachers evaluate information (images, videos, and online 
articles) for authenticity, validity, and reliability.  Includes using Lateral Reading and Google 
Reverse Image Search.

Dimension 4 Communicating Conclusions and Taking Informed Action: Final product is 
the interdisciplinary unit containing multimodal text sets. The 6th lesson plan is advocacy 
which reflects diversity, equity, and inclusion (global goals website).

https://www.globalgoals.org/goals/


Questions our preservice teachers ask when 
evaluating information for their lesson plans 

★ What are inherent biases/worldviews in sources we use?
★ Whose stories are being told and whose are missing?

★ How do we help our elementary level students, develop an 
understanding of underrepresented populations?



Building Inclusive Library Collections 



Social Justice and C3
One of the purposes of the C3 framework for K-12 
Social Studies educators is to create college, 
career, and civic ready people who possess 
kindness and compassion to make a difference in 
the lives of others. 

Multi-modal text sets present the multiple 
perspectives and different opinions needed to teach 
students to become more tolerant citizens, 
receptive to others’ perspectives, and to engage in 
deliberate discussion that creates a healthy 
democracy



WHAT IS
A Multi-Modal Text Set?

“...a coherent sequence of texts and materials 
pertaining to a specific…topic or line of inquiry that 
supports diverse learners in building the vocabulary 
and background knowledge required for reading 
comprehension, grounded in evidence. 

The topic or line of inquiry of the text set is 
determined by an anchor text – a rich, complex 
grade-level text that has accompanying scaffolded 
instructional supports,”

Scaffolded instruction supports can be fiction and 
nonfiction books, multimedia, flags, art, maps, 
newspapers, interviews, journals, etc.

From: https://scienceandliteracy.missouri.edu/resources-materials/



The following 
slides are from: 

Cappiello, M. A., & Dawes, E. 
T. (2021). Text sets in action : 
pathways through content area 
literacy. Stenhouse.



How Multi-modal 
text sets and 

“scaffolded texts”
work



How Multi-modal 
text sets 

work



Examples of U.S State
Interdisciplinary Units from Dr. Gurjar’s 

ELED 436 Class 
used with 3rd grade students



Texas



Genre
What book or document 
or artifact or web 
resource is it?

What is it about?
Why did you 
choose it? 

How do you plan 
to use it?

Nonfiction and 
fiction books

L is for Lone Star- A 
Texas Alphabet by 
Carol Crane
Savia and Spedio by 
Mateja Bizkak

The book uses the 
alphabet as a guide 
to learn about Texas

There were multiple 
pages that focused 
on the geography of 
Texas with 
engaging 
illustrations

We created a map of 
the regions of Texas 
and identified key 
geographical features 
using the book

Folktale/Fairy 
Tale Versions

The Legend of the 
Bluebonnet retold 
and illustrated by 
Tomie DePaola

The comanche tribe 
in Texas

Provided information 
about the culture of the 
Comanche Tribe 

Students analyzed the 
culture of the Comanche 
people and then 
compared it to their own

Videos
Schoolhouse Rock - 
I'm Just a Bill 

How a bill passes to 
be a law

Teach students about 
the process a bill goes 
through to be passed 
as a law

Students used the 
information from the 
video to order the 
steps of the law 
passing process

Britannica 
Online

Alamo 
Pollution

The Alamo battle 

How pollution 
impacts Texas

Provided informative 
facts about the topic

For students to 
identify important 
facts from nonfiction 
text

Primary 
Source 
Document

Alamo Primary 
Sources.pdf 

Maps, documents, and 
envelopes primary 
sources

Provided an 
opportunity for 
students to interpret a 
primary source 
document

For students to 
identify the 
differences between 
primary and 
secondary sources
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OgVKvqTItto
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OgVKvqTItto
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/Alamo/352721
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/pollution/353650
https://www.fwisd.org/cms/lib/TX01918778/Centricity/Domain/1160/Alamo%20Primary%20Sources.pdf
https://www.fwisd.org/cms/lib/TX01918778/Centricity/Domain/1160/Alamo%20Primary%20Sources.pdf




Their favorite lesson 
activity: Lesson 4 

Economics



★ Lesson focused on the importance of 
money, and how it should be used

★ Read this book: Savia and Spendio - 
Mateja Bizkak

★ Also required students to differentiate 
between goods and services through a 
matching activity

★ Our favorite lesson because students 
were engaged and excited about the 
content

★ As a closing activity, students were 
required to come up with their own idea of 
a good or service that would be profitable 
for their own business
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2
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4

5
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New York



Multimodal Text Set
Books: 

“E is for Empire” by Ann E. Burg (1, 2)

“Be a Good Citizen!” by 

Julien Bodrieu (3)

“The Iroquois of New 

York” by Greg Roza (5)

“Radiant Child: The Story of Young Artist 

Jean-Michel 

Basquiat” by 

Javaka Steptoe (6)

Videos: 

Evolution of the Tallest Building 

(2)

9/11 Service Dog video (2)

Websites: 

New York Times journal (2)

Wall Street Kids Encyclopedia (4)

What is Wall Street: Key Takeaways 

(4)

Wall Street Crash of 1929 (4)

Artwork of Jean-Michel Basquiat (6)

Hannah and Danielle’s Textset

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PuTqWxuAazI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uKZcDEhGt6k
https://www.nytimes.com
https://kids.kiddle.co/Wall_Street
https://www.investopedia.com/terms/w/wallstreet.asp
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wall_Street_Crash_of_1929
https://trendgallery.art/blogs/blog/the-10-most-famous-artworks-of-jean-michel-basquiat
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1H1zEutdq1nYiW9z-BhiiFIyYeW-lnSWqd5bQNy2WT9M/edit?usp=sharing


Favorite Lesson Activity
Activity Explanation (lesson 6): Famous artist Jean-Michel Basquiat made paintings 

that symbolizes justice for Black people (racism) and police brutality. Students created 

their own multimedia art with a representation of a Social Justice issue and solution 

that is meaningful to them.

Artifacts:





What Have We Learned?

❏ Students background knowledge will be impacted by their 
cultural diversity.

❏ Grouping students is best done by grouping a variety of 
personalities and strengths rather than by homogeneous 
academic levels.

❏ Create content and activities that students can relate to 
personally that will also keep them engaged.

❏ Give all students a chance to voice their opinions and have 
meaningful conversations with their peers and teachers to 
facilitate new perspectives.



Maine



02.  Multimodal Text Set

Non-Fiction Book: “L is for Lobster: A Maine Alphabet”

★ Brief descriptions of important aspects of Maine.
★ Detailed illustrations to engage readers.
★ Students used this book when building a map of Maine. (Lesson #1)

Non-Fiction Book: “From Sea to Shining Sea: Maine”

★ Nonfiction resource about the state of Maine.
★ Students used this to build a timeline of important historical events in 

Maine’s history. (Lesson #2)



02.  Multimodal Text Set (continued)

Folktale/Fairytale: “Many Hands: A Penobscot Indian Story”

★ The folktale of basket making in the Penobscot tribe.
★ Focuses on the idea of how their tribe was built around the community 

helping each other.
★ Students used this story as background before making their own baskets. 

(Lesson #5)

Virtual State Resource: Audubon Live Cams

★ Opportunity for students to see animals native to 
Maine.

★ At home activity they can look at with family.
★ Students used this activity to examine the geography 

and natural resources found in Maine. (Lessons #1 & 
#4)



02.  Multimodal Text Set (continued)

Primary Sources:

★ Bird Lovers Organization Flyer from 1919
★ Photographs of Portland, Maine from 1904
★ World Atlas map of Maine

↳ The students analyzed these resources and determined whether 
they were primary or secondary sources.

Secondary Sources:

★ The Chapman House website from 2022
★ A biography of William King, Maine’s first governor
★ A Maine textbook

↳ The students analyzed these resources and determined whether they 
were primary or secondary sources.



Sample 
Interdisciplinary Units and Lesson Plans 

using Multimodal Text Sets

library.ric.edu/eled436/ 

https://library.ric.edu/eled436/lesson


Let’s Tie everything back to the 

Information Creation as a Process Frame

https://acrl.libguides.com/ed/creation


Multi-modal Text Sets and 
Megacognition/Reflection

Text Sets help create a sense of emotional connection, feeling, and curiosity
They can include fairy and folk tales, biographies, primary source materials, 
documentaries, video clips, interviews.
They help the students construct meaning and expression of academic 
ideas through writing and art and human interaction.
Think back to our discussion of your favorite childhood book - what were the 
components that made it memorable and special? How could you fit it into a 
multimodal text set? 



From: https://iastate.pressbooks.pub/teachingearlyliteracy/chapter/chapter-7-fluency-and-comprehension/



“Because  the  odds  of  a  single  source  being  equally  motivating  
for  an  entire  class  are  minimal,  using  multiple  texts  increases  
the  chance  that  students  will  encounter  personally  motivating  
content.”

From: Hoch, M.L., McCarty, R., & Gurvitz, D., & Sitkowski, I. (2018). Five key 

principles: Guided Inquiry with multimodal text sets. The Reading Teacher, 
72(6), 701-710.

Why We Love Multimodal Text Sets



Digital Literacy in Social Studies
 = Disciplinary Literacy + Digital Citizenship

● We teach social justice threshold concepts in social studies: 
Examples are civic agency and civic competence to better understand 
people so that students learn how to make a difference in the lives of 
others.

● These threshold concepts help us engage in sound deliberation when 
we think about the world we live in and how we engage in online 
spaces.



Lifelong Learning 
Connecting Students with public library 

resources:
Askri.org 

http://askri.org


Cell Structure

Takeaways: Library Perspective

Collaborating beyond the 
library 
This has been a multi-semester 
collaboration to rebuild existing 
library collections to better meet 
the needs of our students.

Re-energizing our work and 
roles

Working with Dr. Gurjar and the ELED 436 
class has helped me to redefine my role as a 
liaison librarian to our School of Education - 
making me more relevant - through 
providing specialized resources our student 
teachers will be able to use in the K-12 
field.



Cell Structure

Takeaways: Faculty Perspective

Collaborating beyond the 
Classroom
Kieran has been a valuable 
collaborator by showing preservice 
teachers how to access a variety of 
sources for their multimodal text 
sets while they are at RIC and after 
they graduate.

Re-energizing our work and 
roles

Our combined instruction has enriched our 
preservice teachers’ abilities to create relevant 
multimodal text sets which reflect the diverse 
backgrounds of the elementary school 
students in our state and support student 
success.



Discussion : 
What are other ways 

multi-modal text sets can be used in 
information literacy instruction?
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