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: Douxlas‘!:;ﬁldlvraﬁi.‘ 'recogni'zedﬂ,churcﬁ
;consultant &nd author, was at thé Ep:
tucket to ‘address & recént conference

- the Urban Ministry Division of the Rhiode

“worth:United Methodist Church in Paw-'» “
f
2

Island Stite Couricil of Churches on the
‘topic of utban¢hurches. At the end of the -
day, the more thar 100 who attended

from throughout the Providence metro-
politan area left the meeting considérably
~more Optinistic abiout the future of their
churches and of the urban centers i
‘which they are l8¢ated. : - ‘
+.Walrath came- to tell how urban
‘churched could become more viable and
generate stronger links in the community.
In the pracess, he spoke about the recov-
ery of the cify and how this new force
would affect city churches. It was a mes-
sage of hope for the future of the ¢ity and
. city churches, but more than hope, it was
.a recognition of hard-nosed facts and
trends that will impact in a positive man-
ner on our cities.

The revival of the city, already started,
will escalate in the '80s, and this decade
will be considerably better for the city,
Walrath believes, than have been the last
two. He bases his prediction on séven eco-
nomic and social indicators.
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Public and private cooperation is a new
factor 4n city revitalization. Recognizing
that shared efforts can have a marked im-
pact ot tity development and rebirth, pri-

‘tures, run programs in conjunction with
the ‘éit{ and design a host of other mea-
sures for city redevelopment. The pro-
posed railroad reiocation for downtown
Providence well illustrates this coopera-
tion bettveen business and government i

| bringing about econdmic revival.

A second favorable indicator is the fors

" mation-of new families, with the baby-

1

boom populace reaching into the 25-to-
34.year -age’ group expected to ificrease

0" Young people look for
. "opportunity, éxcitement
- in the cities,'not suburbs

“by hine miilibn in this next decade. Thest

\

b

- young people, as they start their marriec

. lives, will create an inordinate deman’

.for housing, much of it in the citles.
This leads to the third indicator tha
" “Walrath emphasized, the surprisingl:
good hbusing stock found in most citie:
Sometimes in need of rehabilitation bu
fundamentally sound, -these houses ar
_considerably less expensive than thos
found outside of cities. -
Another social indicator that will have
a positive effect on the city is the rising
divorce rate. The increasing number of
single and divorced persons will be look-
ing for places to live, and the city, with

its variety of housing opportunities, will

be the logical place to find such housing.
Divorce among those in the 40- and 50-
year age groups will bring back from the
suburbs persons of proven leadership
who, in turn, can direct this quality to
roles in the churches and the city.

There is a decided value shift in the
attitude that people, especially the young,
have toward living in the city. City life,
with its cultural and economic opportuni-
ties and variety of experiences, and a
general dissatisfaction with suburban life
have turned former negative feelings to-
ward the city into a recognition of its
positive features. Having been raised in the
security of the suburbs, the young, as in
former times, are moving to cities to
accept the challenges and seek the oppor-
tunities that they find lacking in their
bedroom communities.

vate bubiness firms are now working °
closely with local governments to bring -
=" gbout , revived economic development,
‘2. provide expertise to government ven-

. The-completion of the ifiterstate highs -

! ‘way system fneans that further suburban- -

" {zatfort draing on the city will be lessened.

“The completed highways will now make
access hto the city easier and, in turn, to
¢hurches -as well. - g P
Last, asid perhaps most significant is
econottlc scarcity. ‘Heralded in 1973-74
by the Atab oil embargo, a watersted pe-
riod_ tiét Walrath feels will make this an .
“Age ¢f Limits,” rising energy costs will
affect mich areas as housing and transpor-

. tation. The result will be to benefit the
¢ity, where public transportation is avail-
able and where goods and services are
clustered to be more readily available. A

“resuitant decliné in mobility will bring
greater investments ‘into- neighborhivods
that will lead to greater stability, with
less. crime and social disorganization.

Although the message brought by the
New York consultant was directed to ur-
ban churches, his words are just as valid
‘when applied to our urban centers. There
is strong evidence, based on such social

. and, economic indicators, that points to a.
revival of the city. More and more, differ-

. ent experts see the future of the city in a

. positive perspective. Will the decade of

" the 808 be the time of city rebirth? Con-
sidered from the views of this church-
man, the answer is a definite Ves.
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" Chestér E. Smolski is Director of Uran
Studies, Rhode Island College



