I'he energy-saving
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Can Rhode Island automobile drivers

" survive on one and one-half gallons of

gasoline a day? This is the target set by

the federal government for the next

quarter in its attempt to make us less

dependam on foreign sources of petrole-
um.

- The 7.6 percent reduction of gasoline
-use qQver the. next three months is a
voluntary goal established by the De-
partment of Energy, but should the need

" arlse, the Presldent can mandate this

~reduction.
Althou Ifh Rhode Island drivers have
done well ‘cutting gasoline consumption

in the past, this planned reduced use
", will place beavy burdeus on the average .

,motorlat {or the auto is the domipant!
. *mode of travel here, There is one car

registered for approximately every two
%per ns In the state..and; the principal

use; ot that ‘car is the drive to work
¢ Which._accounts for 35 percent of all
““trips-and 8Q percent of the state's fuel

(“4"

‘I‘l;g ROt drivers mﬂong,to th 10
u.

geievwou stations ipterviewed four mo~.~
doristd. trom Warwick. In every case the . .
Ry 88, aKtramely negative and °

i pach dr mmnw

meet this m!, la Waﬂvfck tms ls not

% Typiee of»mmy., post-war expmlon
i areas, Warwick" grew ‘foomuch, too
; grast. And tog. spread out, Singie-family,
detached holses sproutsd. everywhere,:

?ﬁn acresnd then, in time, on lots gevgraly ;:

acres In g2 ;l‘bq mugt s spraad citys ' fostered, and community costs are re
i ‘duced ’hy ‘using existing ipfrastructure.”

‘of mdmd K houses.~The
#count found ‘that 86 percent of th

- §26,000 housing units, were (n slnglo»"
g famny. detached ynits. .

_Additionally, 13 percent., 0B development. . - - §
A gax uhopp!ns pur- :

J -, Tom Mccall. former. governor of Q.. i
. egon; who gmv;de;t §

weqk target, one of the locat

Id e impossible, . .
based ‘0 his eu:rgpt riving habits, 105,

~+ { ban use, and able to be provided with %
. public aervlpes
.+% Initially built on small lots of ane-fourth an?rx tix; sﬁ:&gﬁ:ﬁ:ﬁ :;Sﬁfmegagtem’
:lagt ‘ccnsus\r
;, with similar objectives of encouraging #:

+ -.sompact and energy efficient develop:
, Today there Is a new set of mlqs or, . ment languishes. in the General Assem

cities
9‘ .4;»-:/ / 9” 2
development cannot sustain a public
transit system because of the sprawl
and the car, of necessity, becomes the
major means of movement.

Given the problems of this type of
scattered development, the question
needs to be raised as to why it is
allowed to continue and why communi- .,
ties In Rhode Island zone a use of the
land which is wasteful of energy and
destined to exacerbate & problem that
will be a part of our life style, le, -
energy costs aad supply. - ;

Recept hearings in Washlngtou be-
fore & congressiona} sub-committea on
“the city addressed this very same qyes-
tion under the title of. “Compact Citles:'’
A Neglected Way .of Conserving Enery.,-

gy-" The thrust of testimony by expert,
witnesses dealt with the more efﬂcient

uge of land by concentrating davelop
ment. Mathods to ‘accomplish thi$ ine'.
cluded; 1, building on vacant lots n the.,
city; 2-infilling.large sections of vaaanwé
land In the suburbs bypassed by devels
opers who used cheaper outlying land‘
3. bullding-at higher 'densities to-allow
mare houses. to the acre; 4. taxing land
rather than improvements to encourage:: 7
development and discoyrage land specys’ }:
lation; and 3. placing gmtar controls, b

The latter: polnt wu; addres&ed by
10 "leadership- toz.
pass n 1973. the st advanced Jand?”
use manpgement aot on .the books any-
wherq in the, United " According -
. to this laglsmnpp, the and’ Is. diyided
- into three categories: Wban - e;jeting ¢
‘buyllt up aress; . Urbanizable wr “land
surrounding, wrbin, land needed for uzs

ervicgs; and, Rural 7~ land -with no:

4pd. not. ‘needed for
B.vﬁ eatghlishing " wrban’

urban °.uge. .
opment: is encouraged, public transit i

Right"pow-a ' land - management bijl,"

) perhaps more accurately, constraints to  *‘bly, Not as powerful as the Qregon act, 7,

’this type of suburban sprawl, mogt
imponant of which Is costs of energy,:
jspccmcally gasoline which. fuels not .

only-our cars but also Inflation. Import- "

sed ofl cost this country $3 billion in
4 1970, $27 billion In 1978, and this year - -

< will be $90 billion. Discouraging as are.
*these costs, the rea! cries of angulsh -

£ will come when there Is a shortage. .

i To the auto-oriented Warwick com-'
3 munity with detached houses scattered
F over 33 square miles, with retailing at
sone location (the malls), services at
#another, and jobs at different location
because there is no city center in this
city of 90,000 résidents, the Post Road
and Warwick Avenue thoroughfares
Rk have hecome time-consummg and najl-
“biting cxperiences. fven more impor-
tant, this form of scattered honsing

ftrolled development by Jocal communle »-:

. provides the leadership by passing the $
“dand management bill.and loca! commu- .,

It is, at least, a step m ‘the right. 4
direction.. R A

ties will do much tq prevent more {
Warwiclwtyle development from taks £
ing plage. Unul the General Assembly

nities use alternatives to sprawled hous '

‘Ing development, the unfortunate house .

ing " consumer will continue to pay
excessively high prices for his housing *
and fuel and be continually frustrated -
by archaic zoning Inappropriate for
tm;layr energy concerned world.
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