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“gell” jtself.

Although the Dutch earlier had estab-
lished a fort in Hartford, it was the settle-
ment in both areas by discontented Eng-
lish settlers led by men of the church
Massachusetts in 1638 from

capitols were built within 20 years of
each other.

Hartford was the largest city in the
state but the continuing loss of population
from a high of 177,000 in. 1850 to its cur-
rent 135,000 has dropped it behind
Bridgeport. Providence’s loss from
254,000 in 1940 to its present 165,000 is
more dramatic, but our capital city is still

well ahead of Warwick's 90,000. Both - P

Hartford and Providence house their re-
spective populations on 18 square miles of
land.

Both capital cities have disproportion- .
ate numbers of elderly, poor and minor-

r tourists: Hartford leads by a mile

and several Hartford residents, who feel
that Providence has more 10 sell in terms
of history, architecture, d'wntown, wa-

does Hartford, yet that clly does nearly
seven times the tourist busness than does
our capital city. Why is this s0?

The reasons aré many |ut, Hkely, one

our city. Too féw. are worl ing to turn this
attitudes around and instil pride in the
city. more importantly, there is little
* promotion of cea’ a place to vis-

downtown promotion, from publishing
“The Beat of Hartford’ to coordinating
activities of the more than 30 arts organi-
zations of the city.

~ In Providence, by contrast, the three
year old Greater Providence Convention
and Visitors Bureau has a staff of three, a
budget of $3Q,000 ($30,000 from the city;
$10,000 from the state; and $50,000 from
the private sector), and must also contend
with a lack of full commitment to the po-
tential of this business. Four major restau-

rants in Providence and one motel pro-

vide absolutely no help to promote the

. city and thereby help their own busi-

nesses. This lack of cooperation with the
bureau also extends to brewery and fac-

. tories alike, none of which provides tours

for visitors to our city.

A common funding method is used by

. Hartford’s burean, wit:$100,000 coming
“from private~donations and. $400,000

raised from the four and one-half cents of

“the seven cents per dollar sales tax levied”

on hote! and mote! room rents. Filling the

1,700 such rooms in Hartford serves as an

lerable-time.to.

incentive to the bureau in—order-to-in«—

Providence but the proposal died in com-
mittee of the last General Assembly.

More restaurants, increased night-life,
solid hotel bookings and considerable
downtown activity are proof of the effec-
tive work of the Hartford bureau and the
downtown council. It is happening in
Hartford because such organizations
“sell” the city and have the solid backing
of the business community. This is what
is needed in Providence.

Unless Providence chooses to remain as
“New England’s Best Kept Secret” and
miss a great opportunity for more jobs
and business based on visiting conven-
tioneers and tourists, there must be a bet-
ter and stronger commitment from the
business sector than currently exists and
room tax legislation tg provide the fund-

" ing neécessary for an 2

of the city. In the words of the sales man-
ager at the Hartford bureau, “When.are -
you people in Providence going to get -
your act together?” . .
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