Commencement Issue June 11, 2007 Vol. 27 Issue 9

WHAT’S NEWS @

Rhode Island College

Established in 1980 Circulation over 52,000

Graduation days at RIC: a season of celebration

Over 1,600 degrees conferred in graduate and undergraduate exercises last month.

Cool showers soaked the empty
seats set up on the campus quad,
but warm memories were made
inside The Murray Center, where,
because of the inclement weather,
undergraduate commencement
exercises were held on May 19.
Over 1,300 degrees were awarded,
and though not all attendees could
be accommodated in Murray,
several off-site campus locations
allowed everyone with a ticket the
chance to view the proceedings on
projection-screen TVs.

Representatives from the classes
of 1935 to the present were on
hand, including approximately 30
members of the 50th anniversary
class of 1957. Two alums from that
year, Natalie DiPonte Migneault
and Everett V. Maxwell, presented
RIC President John Nazarian

with a gift of
an endowed
scholarship in the
name of the class.
Nazarian called
on the new alums
to give thanks
to everyone who
helped them get
their degrees.
That includes, he
said, the people
of Rhode Island,
“whose financial
support in the
form of their taxes
is given with the
understanding that
this investment
is necessary and
worthwhile for the

state’s economy and

its future.”
Author, actor and
East Providence
native Ron McLarty
’69 returned home
to deliver the
commencement
address, with
reminiscences
of his days
performing in
RIC Theatre and
the now-defunct
coffeehouse.
MclLarty received
an honorary doctor
of humanities

degree.
McLarty,

UNDERGRAD COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER
RON MCLARTY

whose best-
selling novel, The
Memory of Running,

is this year’s Reading Across
Rhode Island selection, exhorted
the graduates to “stamp your own
singular mark on all of our lives.”

He said that in a celebrity-driven
world that moves at an astounding
pace, the most important challenge
is to retain one’s true identity. His
wish for members of the graduating
class was for them to share “your
unique imagination and your unique
sense of hope.” (The full speech
appears on page 4.)

George Graboys, former
president, chairman and CEO of
Citizens Financial Group, was given
a doctor of public service degree.

In his greetings, Governor Donald
Carcieri pointed out that RIC
produces most of the

state’s teachers, nurses
and social workers.

A DAY FOR SMILES: Sarah Courtemanche and Frank Caprio,
members of the Rhode Island Board of Governors for Higher
Education, pause for a photo of their own during the graduation
festivities. Courtemanche, a RIC undergrad, is the student

representative to the board; Caprio is board chair.

CAPS AND GOWNS: Graduates from the class of 2007 gather in The Murray
Center for commencement exercises on May 19. Though inclement weather
forced the ceremony to be moved indoors, the mood remained bright

for the grads and their families.

U.S. SEN. JACK REED HD '99 talks with Jane Williams,
dean of the School of Nursing, on graduation day.
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Graduate

Jennifer Bartley, a history major, said of graduating:
“l worked hard for four years and it feels good that |
actually accomplished a life goal.”

Daniel Barletta, a biology
major, dedicated his accomplishment to his

father, Joseph Barletta. “He passed away when | was
in high school and | am the first to graduate from

my family,” said Barletta. It took him eight years

to complete his college education, during which he
worked as a student researcher for the Department of
Environmental Management. He plans on working in

fisheries or conducting research on freshwater fish.

Brian Bass, a political science major, plans to get
experience in political campaign work then go back to
school for a PhD. His goals are to teach, write books
and run for political office.

Sellina Chabot, a psychology major, served an
internship at Bradley Hospital, working with children
who have emotional problems. Inspired by the
experience, she plans to seek employment at Bradley.

Andrew Cerullo, music major, said he’d
probably end up in a job completely unrelated to his
field of study, but added, “I’m getting that piece of
paper and that’s what’s important!”

u..,;!‘ ' - . .
Everton Carter, a communications

major, plans a career in the broadcast field. He
describes his experience at RIC’s WXIN radio station
as “great hands-on experience, a labor of love, and |
couldn’t see myself doing anything else.”

L o

Alex Fanning, a justice studies major, treasurer of
the class of 2007 and former president of Student
Community Government, said that by being active on
campus he “attained the full college experience, and it
was the best of my life.”
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39 years at Rhode Island College

o

David Woolman in Adams Library in 1976.

By David Woolman, director of
the Curriculum Resources Center,
who is retiring this month.

In the summer of 1967 | came to
Rhode Island College to continue
graduate study in history and
education after completing a Peace
Corps assignment teaching ESL
and history at a teachers’ college
in Northern Nigeria. My work in
Nigeria involved development of
two secondary school libraries,
introducing a curriculum in
African history, and establishing
an intercollegiate athletic program.
I completed the MA in history

in 1972, with a thesis on the
relationship between Marcus
Garvey and African-American
leadership, under the direction of
Professor Stanley Lemons.

My experiences as an educator
in West Africa gave me a keen
appreciation of the vital role that
libraries can play in the improvement
of curriculum and instruction. I think
it was predestination when a job
opportunity arose in the summer of
1968 for a librarian in the Curriculum
Resources Center. Fortunately, the
Center director, Maureen T. Lapan,
saw some promise and hired me.
Maureen became a wonderful
mentor, through whom | gained
great understanding of the field of
curriculum and much encouragement
in my graduate studies.

The Center’s mission was to
support teacher education programs
with resources that reflected state-
of-the-art ideas in curriculum,
teaching and learning. Working
with Dr. Lapan, | endeavored to
boost the scope and diversity of
the collection, increase circulation,
provide individual and group
instruction, publish resource
guides and offer consultations for
curriculum directors and teachers
in Rhode Island schools. It was an
exciting time.

The Center was linked to urban
education efforts in Providence. |
served as an instructor in the series
of Seminars on Race and Poverty
(1969-1970), a professional
development program aimed
at improving inner-city teacher
awareness and skills. Working
on the Rhode Island Department
of Education’s Commissioner’s
Committee on Black Literature, |
wrote an annotated Bibliography
of Black Literature (1970) to

e

Woolman (third from right) and other members of RIC’s Egypt Study Group meet with
Jehan Sadat (second from right), first lady of Egypt, in Alexandria in August 1978.

introduce Rhode Island high
school English teachers to African-
American literature. When the
Center became active in regional
efforts to improve resources for
special education teachers, |
became the liaison to the New
England Special Education
Instructional Materials Center.

By 1970, the Center had
outgrown its small quarters in
Adams Library; that year we moved
into a spacious central area in the
newly completed Mann Hall. The
new facility was like a dream come
true; it included a 15-carrel multi-
media preview center, a classroom,
several special collection rooms,
abundant office space, and a large
workroom. In all, it was four times
bigger than the old Center; but,
even more important, we were
now at a crossroads for education
students and faculty.

As management responsibilities
grew, | felt the need for further
education, completing a master of
library science degree at URI in
1976 and beginning graduate study
in curriculum at the University
of Connecticut. Within three
years, the Center’s operation
tripled in scale; as librarian, my
role included designing the new
facility and planning the technical
procedures needed to acquire,
catalog and circulate resources.
All of this could not have worked
without the help of a fine assistant
librarian, Doris Costa, several
excellent secretaries, and many
dedicated student employees.
Many students who worked at
the Center went on into library or
teaching careers. | also worked
with many graduate assistants, who
produced resource bibliographies
to improve access to the collection.
Happily, my acquaintance with
one graduate assistant, Ina Stene,
eventually developed into a
lifelong relationship.

Throughout the 1970s and
1980s, | was active in numerous
grant initiatives involving the
Center, including acting as a
coordinator for off-campus
teacher education workshops
under the aegis of the Alternate
Learning Center (1974-1976). In
addition, I managed five special
focus collections in the Center:

a bilingual Portuguese language
collection; a NSF-funded science
equipment collection; a regional

special education materials center;
a career education resource library;
and a NASA-sponsored space
education resource center.

In the late 1970s, my personal
research interests evolved into
four fields, which determined the
later course of my career. These
were cultural foundations of
education, international education,
peace studies and social studies.

In 1977-78, | collaborated with
Professor Gamal Zaki as a grant
writer and curriculum coordinator
for the Fulbright-Hayes-sponsored
Egypt Study Project; the grant’s
objective was revision of American
curriculum (K-13+) to reflect
current conditions in Egypt. This
memorable project brought 18
teachers to Egypt for extensive
study and produced six units of
learning activity packages for use
in Rhode Island schools.

In 1984, | wrote a field
trip guide for Rhode Island
teachers that ran into a second
edition, published by the Rhode
Island 350th Commemoration
Committee (1985). My doctoral
degree in educational studies at
the University of Connecticut
culminated in 1984 with a
dissertation on the educational
thought of Johan Galtung, one of
the founders of the field of peace
research. | have been active in
the Peace Education Commission
of the International Peace
Research Association ever since,
publishing chapters in books and
papers, attending and presenting
at conferences, and teaching
courses in peace studies in the
General Education Program at
the College. | managed to extend
my teaching work with stints as
an invited adjunct instructor of
Western Civilization in the History
Department (1984-1990) and
Cultural Foundations of Education
in the Educational Studies
Department (1988-1989).

Beginning in 1990, the
Curriculum Resources Center faced
new challenges with the retirement
of Dr. Lapan as director. | served
as acting director and librarian for
the next five years. Meanwhile,
the microcomputer and Internet
age was well under way, but the
Center, with its traditional card
catalog was way “off-line.” | began
to explore options for creating an
online catalog; after much study

o

A recent photo of David Woolman.

and negotiations that were greatly
facilitated by Richard Olsen, the
director of Adams Library, we
decided that the most cost-effective
strategy for upgrading services was
to move the Center into the Library
as a department. Begun in the
summer of 1995, the full merger,
with staff retraining and creation
of an online catalog, was achieved
by 1998. The Center soon had a
website that enabled full catalog
search and access to hundreds of
Internet sites for teachers. We had
crossed over into the electronic
information age.

After 1990, my research
interests turned toward the role
of education in international
development, particularly in
relation to issues of equity, social
justice and peace. One very
interesting project was a recent
collaboration with three Australian
colleagues on a 35-nation survey
that established transnational
perspectives on values for global
citizenship education; the results
were published in the book
Towards a Global Community
(2006). I published several journal
articles and chapters in books and
presented papers at international
conferences in Australia, Canada,
Finland, India, Japan, Sarawak
(Malaysia), Mexico, South Africa
and South Korea. On these trips,
Ina and | had the opportunity to
visit local schools and talk with
many teachers. Probably the
most inspiring experience was
bearing witness to the anxieties
and high hopes attending the birth
of post-apartheid South Africa.
| was able to translate these
world-learning experiences into
local and regional workshops on
global and multicultural education
through the Promising Practices
Conferences at the College
and at the Northeast Regional
Conferences for the Social
Studies. During this time I also
participated in the development
of Social Studies Guidelines for
the Rhode Island Department of
Education, including contributing
the Resource Guide (1997-2002).

It has been a wonderful
experience for me working
at Rhode Island College.
Our collegial faculty and the
determination and energy of so
many of our students have made
most every moment worthwhile.
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RIC undergrad commencement address — Ron McLarty

President Nazarian, Rhode
Island College trustees, faculty,
parents and friends | am honored
to have been invited to address the
graduating class of 2007.

Anyone who’s taken freshman
English gets indoctrinated pretty
quickly to the nuances and
differences of sentiment versus
sentimentality. Sentiment consists
of passions and attitudes growing
directly out of feelings — feelings
that one is in control of. Control
being the operative word. So in
the realm of literature sentiment
IS good. Sentimentality is its out-
of-control, weepy, breast-beating
cousin. Nothing is in charge. It’s
raw emotion with nobody behind
the wheel. Again, in literature,
this is bad. I mention this because
if | were a poem right now I’d
be bad. | stand here absolutely
awash in those honeyed bittersweet
memories that give sentimentality
a bad name. | swear | can smell the
RIC Theatre from here. The aroma
is rehearsal sweat, and make-up
and hairspray, when | had hair to
spray. It’s where | discovered that
there might indeed be a place for
me. And | can hear the coffeehouse
from here too. Listen. Somebody’s
playing Blowin’ in the Wind and
whispering revolution. And | hear
the pages flipping in the library
where | finished my first novel that
I still am not sure what it’s about.
One day you’ll know what this old
dog is barking about. Sometimes
you just want to sink into a place
that has informed every step of
your life.

But that is the past and today
is not the time for a summing
up. Today, it’s the graduating
class of 2007 charging from the
gate to take your places out there
and to stamp your own singular
mark on all of our lives with
careers in nursing, education,
communication, social work, law
enforcement, medicine, business
and the performing arts to touch
on but a few of the myriad fields
awaiting you astonishing men and
women.

I was reading Rolling Stone a

couple of weeks ago and noticed
a quote from Keith Richards. He
essentially said that if you were
frozen in the 1960s and thawed
out today, you’d think the world
had gone mad! I think Keith was
right (even if he came up with this
observation after falling out of a
coconut tree and landing on

his head).

If some clairvoyant had
predicted back then a celebrity
driven civilization, or a 50-million-
dollar bonus given to an executive
as a reward for terminating the
employment of 25 percent of his
company’s work force or a certain
New York Yankee whose single
season salary surpasses the entire
budget of many American school
districts, we’d pull our tie-dyed
t-shirts over our shaggy heads. In
1969, when | somehow graduated
from RIC, we were most definitely
not living at today’s astounding
pace (unless you count two guys |
knew who did achieve the jump to
light speed chemically).

Information we received
was interpreted for us by The
Providence Journal and Walter
Cronkite and not Fox, CNN, 8
million bloggers, MySpace, movie
stars, spin doctors, or politicians
(although god knows they tried).

Of course there were some
similarities between then and now.
When | popped out of school the
Vietnam War still raged as Iraq
does today. My first stop was the
draft and Fort Lewis in Washington
State. Like today the war divided
us not just politically, but socially
and often personally. Another much
happier similarity is that through
it all America still embraces that
wildly diverse ethnic, religious,
cultural landscape that has the rest
of the world trying to understand
our continuing societal revolution.
A revolution given to us by the
Constitution written by some fierce
18th-century farmers and one that
still forces the nuts in Washington
to toe the line.

Yet essentially we remain, as
a country and as its individual
inhabitants, in a constant state

May 19, The Murray Center

of change and throughout

our history most generations
struggled mightily to recognize
and understand the next. Charles
Darwin’s theory of natural
selection has all of our species
beginning the journey through a
single parent. I’m not sure about
that because we’re a pretty crazy
mix. When | think about my own
children as teenagers | remember
that creepy feeling that they
weren’t human beings at all but
aliens from a very distant galaxy
sent here on a mission to take my
money and crush my spirits.

They came out the other side.
Smarter, fuller, better people
than | remember being at their
age. And they’ve shown me that
today, this time in our history,
this madly pulsating moment,
seems in many, many ways more
hopeful than 1969. Perhaps it’s
exactly the speed of things that’s
muddled the distinctive colors of
good and bad, right and wrong,
turning the known moral choices
all gray that has, in turn, created
a more determined individuality
so visible in your generation.
This celebration of your unique
place is even more remarkable
because it comes at a time when
vast numbers of divergent groups,
social and political, are vying to
control the specific glimmer that
makes you — you.

Two weeks ago | visited most
of Rhode Island’s High Schools
via a video conference. My
novel The Memory of Running
had been chosen for the seniors
to read as part of the Reading
Across Rhode Island Program.

I can say | was truly astonished

to see that the students had their
own powerful points of view.
There was absolutely no group-
think happening and so no general
relativism either. Their conclusions
were their own. And as | look

out over this beautiful graduating
class, a few years removed

from the secondary educational
experience, I’m sensing your own
inimitable, personal perspective
has been sharpened to a pointed

sophistication. It’s almost as if
your generation’s genetic database
has unconsciously recognized the
necessity of keeping sacred all
things specific to you. And this
fills me with awe and joy because
| believe the single most difficult
challenge you will face again and
again in this continually altering
and often confusing mega-society,
is the retention of your true
identity. Reinhold Niebuhr, the
late philosopher, wrote about this
dilemma and it’s importance in his
book, Moral Man And Immoral
Society. He concluded that the
brutal behavior of human groups
is overcome only by individual
morality. That the individual is
always superior to the group and
will consider the needs and rights
of others with a genuine sincerity
that the group is not capable of.
And finally, in what I think is his
most startling revelation — that
imagination and yes, hope are
specific to the individual alone.

Edward O. Wilson in his
collection of essays entitled
On Human Nature notes
dispassionately what we all are
as a species. That as eggs in
the womb we are 250 thousand
or more pairs of genes and 10
billion neurons. As babies we
are marvelous robots launched
into the world under the care of
our parents. Our accumulating
experience is soon transferred into
independent and feeling creatures.
We learn language, bonding, rage,
injury, love and all those things
that make us human-specific.

What isn’t easy to explain — what
is most probably impossible to
explain — is the magic that separates
us from one another and makes
us each one-of-a-kind individuals.
With our own quirks, humor,
desires, imagination and hope.

My wish — my prayer — for this
majestic graduating class is that
you will fill your families, your
friends and your chosen careers
with your unique imagination and
your unique hope.

Godspeed to the class of 2007.
Thank you.



Two new RIC Theatre grads —
Jamie Dellorco and Jennifer
Drummond, both 2007 graduates —
will be joining several RIC
students and alumni performing
in Kaleidoscope Theatre’s 2007
Summer Series, which will be
held at the College.

Dellorco will appear as Snow
White in Snow White, and
as Putricia in Cinderella and
Cinderella, Too! A double major
in musical theatre and English
literature, she appeared in several
RIC productions and served as
head of theatre and dance for
the Henry Barnard Elementary
School Explorations Program.
When she relocates to New York in
September, Dellorco will perform
and run workshops with the Merry-
Go-Round Theater Company.

Drummond will be playing
Princess Cassandra in
Kaleidoscope’s production of
The Frog Prince this summer.

A theatre performance major,
she has appeared in numerous
theatrical productions on the RIC
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Recent RIC grads to enjoy fairy tale summer at Kaleidoscope Theatre

Jamie Dellorco '07 as Snow White.

stage. Drummond twice received
the Irene Ryan Nomination for
her performances, which enabled
her to compete at the American
College Theatre Festival in 2005
and 2006.

David Payton *77, executive
director of Kaleidoscope Theatre, said,
“I received an excellent education in
theatre at Rhode Island College, and |
continually benefit from those students
who grow and excel in the College’s

Lee Collins, RIC’s “first lady” of graphic
communications technology, retires

BY GITA BROWN

Staff Writer

She is a self-described “introvert
who loves people,” which may
explain how a woman whose voice
barely carries above a whisper led
RIC’s graphic arts students into a
new era of digital technology and
established a program that remains
the only one of its kind in the
Southern New England area.

In the 1980s print and publishing
companies throughout the country
were converting to Macintosh
computers and Mac-run software.
RIC’s Department of Industrial
Education and Technology needed
someone to produce Mac-smart
students equipped to enter the print
and publishing industry.

In 1982 Collins was brought on
board to perform that task as an
adjunct faculty member. She was
there when the first Macs arrived
in 1984. Today, this small, silver-
haired woman, who has been the
only faculty member in the graphic
communications technology
program for the past two decades,
remains radiantly ageless.

“It gives me great pride to know
that this program has supplied the
local print industry with mature,
well-trained, hard-working
employees,” Collins said. “In fact,
our program has been a lifeline for
the print industry.”

Collins has walked into over
50 local and national industries to
train their current employees as
well by either leading or directing
continuous improvement seminars,
and she’s held training sessions
for industry on campus: the how-
to’s of working with Mac-based
electronic files.

The print industry, historically,
has been predominantly male.
Collins, however, has proven that
being female in a male-dominated
field need not be a deterrent.

She was the first female faculty
member in her department. Her
first office was the former men’s
restroom in the basement of Craig-
Lee Hall. Through the years,
she’s recalled being subject to
“token female” asides and was
even mistaken at a conference
for someone’s wife who had
wandered off. She laughed and
said, “I was on the elevator with
a white-haired gentleman at

the International Graphic Arts
Education Association (IGAEA)

Jennifer Drummond '07 as Princess Cassandra,

the ingenue in 7he Frog Prince.

theatre program.”

Other RIC graduates,
undergraduates and alumni
who will participate in this
year’s summer series include
Sandy (Boyer) Cerel *72, Chris
Cournoyer ’11, Eric Desnoyers
’09, Rob Ferland ’05, Nicole
Frechette ’06, Amanda Genovese
’09, Tommy lafrate 05, Jillian
Rivers-Keegan *09 and Justin
Robinson "08.

conference in 1986. “He turned to
me and said, ‘Oh you’re going the
wrong way. The room for spouses
is in the other direction.” It was
pretty funny.”

Five years later Collins would
become the first female president
of IGAEA. She would also sponsor
the first IGAEA conference at RIC,
bringing in over 200 educators
from around the country and from
England, Wales and Germany.

On campus, Collins faced
challenges of another kind —
how to fund her program. Mac
computers and software were
rapidly advancing, while the Macs
in Collins’ classroom had become
out-dated, lacking the memory to
run the high-end software. When
Collins requested new computers,
the College administrators said there
were no funds.

So Collins found another way to
acquire the money. Over the years,
Collins has written over $2 million
dollars in grants for the College
to buy computer equipment and
software for her program. With
a Champlin grant, she was able
to purchase a color press and
an automatic cutter. She even
solicited the local print industry
for equipment. Barrington Printing
loaned her an imagesetter. The co-
owner of Barrington Printing is her
former student, Keith Couto *01.

“1 would also insist that my
students apply for scholarships
every year offered by the Graphic
Communications Industry of
Rhode Island,” Collins said. “And
every year, seven to 10 of my
students have earned them. This
year one of my students earned the
top award — the Edward Flanagan
Award —and received $1,500.”

Collins herself is an award-
winning educator. For her
dedication to graphic arts education
and the graphic arts industry, she
was awarded the prestigious Fred
J. Hartman Award, the Frederick
D. Kagy Life Achievement Award,
and the Printing Industry of
America/Graphic Arts Technical

Kaleidoscope Theatre, which
celebrates its 30th anniversary
this year, has called Rhode Island
College its summer home for the
past six years.

The summer series schedule:
Snow White — July 10
Alice in Wonderland — July 17
Cinderella — July 24
Cinderella, Too! — July 31
The Frog Prince — August 7
The Three Pigs — August 14
Little Red Riding Hood — August 21
Goldilocks &

the Three Bears — August 28

Performances will take place
Tuesdays at 11 a.m. in the Auditorium
in Roberts Hall. Tickets are $8 in
advance and $9 at the door. A special
offer of $5 per person is available for
groups of 25 or more, and a season
ticket for all eight shows is available
for $50. To purchase tickets by phone,
call the RIC box office at 401-456-
8144, Monday through Friday, 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. For more information
about Kaleidoscope Theatre, call
401-942-3637.

Foundation Education Award of
Excellence.

Collins’s greatest fulfillment,
she said, is in taking her students
on field trips to printing companies
throughout Rhode Island and
finding half of her former students
employed there. Two of Collins’
former students, Paul Silva *03 and
Jennifer Twining *92, are part of
RIC’s News and Public Relations
graphic team.

This year one of her students
held particular significance for
her. She said, “This was an older
woman who had taken courses
at RIC in the past and who came
back because she wanted to
take graphics courses.” Collins
encouraged her to continue and
earn her degree. She graduated last
month.

“I, too, started out as an older
student,” said Collins. “There
wasn’t enough money for me
to go to college.” Collins took
courses at the CEW (Continuing
Education for Women) and
eventually transferred those credits
to RIC, where she earned a BS
in art education in 1978 and an
MEd in art and industrial arts in
1982. In 1992, after nine years of
teaching and going to school, she
earned her PhD at the University of
Connecticut. “This is why it is so
great to talk to an older student like
the one | had this year, who has
worked so hard and has overcome
so many odds,” said Collins.

Upon retirement Collins will
continue her work as owner of Hope
Publishing and pick up her interest
in fine art photography. She is also
looking forward to spending more
time with her two-year-old grandson.

Before turning the final page
in this chapter of her life, Collins
was asked to imagine all of her
students gathered together in a hall.
What would her parting words
be? Collins sat quietly, perhaps
bringing up the faces of hundreds
of students she taught. Her eyes
began to tear. “I would say to them,
‘Good job. I’m so proud of you.””
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RIC

Athletic News

BY DONALD E. TENCHER

Director of Athletics

* This is the final edition for this
academic year and | would be
remiss if | didn’t first congratulate
and thank all of our student-
athletes and the coaching staff

on this record-setting year. The
overall athletic program had a
winning percentage of almost .700
and more importantly, student-
athletes excelled in the classroom
and were involved in weekly
community service activities at the
Rhode Island Food Bank. Thanks
again for a job well done.

* The successes of this past year
don’t come without an enormous
amount of support as well. | want
to thank the staff, our campus
community, especially the student
body that came out in strength

to support the teams during their
record-breaking seasons. Also,
thanks to our alumni, donors

and friends, the “team” behind
our teams!

 Congratulations to the softball
team who finished the season with
a 41-7 record and in the top eight
in the nation. What a season, and
the future is bright!

 Speaking of bright futures,
men’s basketball head coach

Bob Walsh and his staff are very
impressed with the recruiting
class they have coming in. This
new group, combined with a solid
nucleus of veterans from last
year’s team, is going to be great
to watch. We all want to enjoy the
summer, but we sure are looking
forward to basketball season.

 Hot off the press: The men’s
basketball team will be opening
their season against Div. | Holy
Cross in Worcester, Mass. Holy
Cross has been the power team
in the Patriot League and been in
recent NCAA Tournaments.

 Congratulations to senior
softball pitching sensation Nicole
Riley on her being named to the
All-American team and for her
selection as one of Cox Sports
Television’s Student-Athletes of
the Year, for which she will be
honored at PPAC in late June.

 Congratulations to sophomores
Ashley Nyzio and Kayla Fleming

Endless Summer
Beach Party

Saturday, July 21
7 p.m. - midnight

at the North Beach Clubhouse
79 Neck Rd. Narragansett, R.I.

Come have fun and enjoy a great evening with a host bar, live music, and
a surf & turf dinner. There will be fun contests and great prizes.

Cost: $75 per person
Proceeds to benefit the Rhode Island College Student-Athlete Support Center

of the women’s outdoor track and
field team who just competed

in the NCAA championships in
Wisconsin. Great job ladies!

* Remember the annual Anchor
Club Golf Tournament on Monday;,
July 16 at Pawtucket Country Club
and the Endless Summer Beach
Party on July 21 in Narragansett.
Call 401-456-8007 for more details.

» Best of luck to Charlie Wilkes
’64, president of the Anchor Club,
on his retirement from CCRI after
40 years of service.

Lastly, I want to wish everyone a
safe and fun summer! See you in
the fall or at one of the events
this summer.

SOFTBALL HONOR:
Nicole Riley (center),
shown here with RIC
head softhall coach
Maria Morin (left)
and associate head
coach Ken Stanley,
was named Second
Team All-American
for her performance
in softball this past
season. Riley holds
the longest winning
streak in NCAA Div.
Il softball history at
43 games. She also
received the 2007
Little East Softhall
Tournament’s Most
Outstanding Player
award, going 4-1 in
six appearances.

Anchor Club
Golf Day set
for July 16

The seventh annual Anchor Club
Golf Day is set for Monday, July
16, at Pawtucket Country Club.

If you would like to play, or
register a foursome, please call
Tim McCabe in the RIC Athletic
Office at 401-456-8260 to receive
a brochure.

The cost is $165 per golfer, which
includes greens fees, favors, golf
cart, refreshments, lunch, social
hour and food stations. Lunch

and check-in will begin at 11:30
a.m., followed by a shotgun start
at 12:45 p.m. There will be a
reception with food stations at
6:30 p.m., followed by awards and
prizes at 7 p.m.

Don’t miss this great event.
Register today!

ATHLETIC

COLLEGE )

RECOGNITION DINNER TICKET INFO

The ninth annual Rhode Island College Athletic Recognition
Dinner and Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony will be held
on Saturday, Sept. 29, in conjunction with Homecoming, at

Donovan Dining Center at 7 p.m.

A reception to honor all former Hall of Fame inductees and
all previous Hetherman and Murphy Award winners will be
held at The Murray Center at 5:30 p.m.

Tickets are $40 each. The deadline for ordering tickets is
Sept. 17. Please contact the Athletic Department at 401-456-
8007 to purchase tickets or for additional information.

RIC Athletic Hall of Fame Class of 2007
James Dandeneau ’91

Valerie (Verducci) DeAngelis *97

Robert Haigh ’70

Douglas Hartley ’72

Stephen Lynch *82

Everett Maxwell ’57

Susan (Landry) Miceli 86

Jennifer (Cook) Spadoni 00




RIC Softball wraps up record-breaking seasor

By Scott Gibbons
Sports Information Director

Following up on last year’s
outstanding season, the 2007 Rhode
Island College softball squad took the
program to new heights this spring.

Head coach Maria Morin’s team
won its third consecutive Little
East Conference regular season
championship, captured their
second straight LEC Tournament
title, hosted and won the NCAA
Div. 11 New England Regional
Championship for the first time
in school history, and finished
the season at the NCAA Div. Il
Softball National Championships.

The Anchorwomen were one of
eight regional winners who met
at the James 1. Moyer Softball
Complex in Salem, Va., from May
18-22 to compete for the national
crown. Although the Anchorwomen
bowed out with a 0-2 mark in the
double elimination format, that
won’t tarnish the program’s best
effort in school history.

RIC began postseason play on
May 3, hosting the 2007 Little East
Conference Softball Tournament.
The Anchorwomen downed sixth-
seeded Plymouth State, 2-0, on
May 3 and fourth-seeded Eastern
Connecticut, 3-2, in eight innings on
May 4. Then the team hit a bump,
losing to third-seeded Western
Connecticut, 2-0, on May 4.

The loss meant the Anchorwomen
would have to win three straight
games on Saturday, May 5 to win the
championship. The squad came back
from a 1-0 deficit in the bottom of
the sixth inning to eliminate second-
seeded Keene State, 4-1. Freshman
shortstop Mandy Shurgot singled in
the tying run and rookie pinch hitter
Cassie Taverna notched a key two-
RBI single up the middle to lead RIC
to victory.

RIC then defeated Western
Connecticut in back-to-back
games. In the first game, with the
team trailing, 2-1, heading into
the bottom of the fifth, junior third
baseman Krystal Bilek notched a
bases-loaded RBI bunt, Shurgot
hit a sacrifice fly and sophomore
designated player Justine Burgess
capped the three-run frame with an
RBI-single. Freshman pitcher Jamie
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Sacco slammed the door, throwing
4.2 innings of scoreless relief to
earn her fifth win of the season.

In the title contest, senior pitcher
Nicole Riley set down the first 11
batters and Bilek crushed a two-run
homer in the first inning to give the
Anchorwomen a lead it would not
relinquish. Bilek added another RBI
single in the sixth as RIC plated two
more runs. She went 2-for-4 with
one run scored and three RBI in the
victory.

Riley was named the 2007
Little East Conference Softball
Tournament’s Most Outstanding
Player, going 4-1 with a 0.91 ERA
in Six appearances.

The Anchorwomen were selected
as the top seed and host for the
2007 NCAA Div. 111 Softball New
England Regional Tournament
from May 10-13. The winner
would advance to the national
championship round the following
week. This time, the Anchorwomen
would not be denied, going a
perfect 4-0 to earn the berth.

Despite making four errors, the
Anchorwomen got by eighth-seeded
Framingham State, 3-2, in the
first game on May 10. RIC scored
three runs in the bottom of the
sixth inning, led by senior catcher
Kristyn Alexander’s and Bilek's
RBI hits, while Riley struck out nine.

Junior first baseman Christie
Lotti set the single-season school
hits record as the Anchorwomen

RIC softhall team.

defeated fifth-seeded Endicott
College, 10-3, the following

day. Rhode Island College sent
eight players to the plate in the
first frame, scoring four runs on
four hits and never looked back.
Five student-athletes registered
multiple hits and freshman center
fielder Jackie Dube posted her first
collegiate three-hit game, driving in
a run and scoring three.

Riley notched her 12th shutout
and 20th complete game of the
season as RIC downed second-
seeded Tufts, 3-0, on May 12. She
allowed eight hits, while striking
out five, and Burgess belted a two-
RBI double to pace the offense.

On May 13, Shurgot paced a
14-hit Anchorwomen attack with
a 4-for-4 performance, which
included a double and a run scored,
as RIC downed the Jumbos, 8-4, to
win the regional. Lotti, Alexander
and sophomore left fielder Kelli
McCartin each had two hits. Eight
Anchorwomen were named to
the NCAA Div. Il New England
Regional Softball All-Tournament
Team: Lotti, Burgess, Bilek,
McCartin, Riley, Dube, Alexander
and Shurgot.

The Anchorwomen made their
way to Salem, Va., to compete
in the NCAA Div. Il Softball
Tournament National Championship
round on May 18-22. As the sixth-
seed, RIC squared off against third-
seeded Wisconsin-Eau Claire in

opening-round action. Seven RIC
errors led to the Anchorwomen’s
worst loss of the season, 9-1,

in just five innings. A Shurgot
homer accounted for Rhode Island
College’s lone run.

Defensive miscues cost the
Anchorwomen against seventh-
seeded Plattsburgh State the next
day as RIC made four errors in
a 10-3 loss, which ended their
quest for a national title. Lotti and
Taverna each belted solo homers in
the loss.

“We had a great season,” head
coach Morin said after the game.
“Our team never quit. They always
played their hardest and we were
very fortunate to have them at
RIC. The end result isn’t what we
wanted or hoped for, but now that
we’ve got the experience, we’ll
compete a little harder next time. |
congratulate my team and coaching
staff. I’m very proud of what
they’ve done.”

The loss marks the final game
in the careers of seniors Riley and
Alexander, who leave as two of the
greatest players in program history.

Riley owns the longest
consecutive winning streak in
NCAA Div. Il softball history at 43
games. The streak began on March
17, 2006 and ended on April 22,
2007. “It’s been an amazing year,”
Riley said. “I’m so proud to call
myself an Anchorwoman.

It’s an honor.”

Hometown/High School
Woonsocket, RI/Woonsocket
Braintree, MA/Braintree

Milford, CT/Jonathan Law
Uxbridge, MA/Uxbridge
Schenectady, NY/Colonie Central
Old Saybrook, CT/Nathan Hale-Ray
Cranston, RI/Cranston West

Toms River, NJ/Toms River
Lowville, NY/Beaver River Central
Saugus, MA/Saugus

North Providence, RI/N. Providence
Everett, MA/Bishop Fenwick
Waterford, CT/Waterford
Barrington, NH/Dover

East Wareham, MA/Wareham
Bellingham, MA/Bellingham
Bedford, MA/Bedford

Norton, MA/Norton

Fitchburg, MA/Fitchburg

(ab) # Name Year Position B/T Hgt
(@)) 2 Mandy Shurgot Fr. UTL R/R 5-7
D 4 Kelsey Souza Fr. SS R/R 5-4
— 5 Jeanne Rosa Jr. UTL R/R 5-6
B 7 Justine Burgess So. 2B/P L/R 5-2
8 Davia Spado Fr. OF R/R 5-3
O S 9 Robyn Zemienieski Fr. 2B B/R 5-1
D 10 Kelli McCartin So. INF R/R 5-5
[®) "(7; 11 Amy Jackman Fr. UTL R/IR 5-5
- o 12 Jenna Deveines Fr. P R/R 5-10
(qo] 13 Michelle Perrin Fr. OF L/R 5-7
— D: 14 Nicole Riley Sr. P R/R 5-8
2 —_— 15 Jamie Mastrocola Fr. 3B/OF R/R 5-6
— 16 Christie Lotti Jr. 1B L/L 5-6
D © 17 Jackie Dube Fr. OF R/IR 5-8
O O 19 Kristyn Alexander Sr. C/INF R/R 5-1
o t 21 Jamie Sacco Fr. P/OF R/R 5-4
s o 22 Cassandra Taverna Fr. 1B R/R 5-11
23 Stephanie Brown Fr. C R/R 5-6
Al dp 24 Krystal Bilek . 3B/C RIR 5.5
2007 Head Coach: Maria Morin | Associate Head Coach: Ken Stanley | Assistant Coach: Kristen Norberg
Captains: Kristyn Alexander, Christie Lotti, Nicole Riley




Page 8 — WHAT’S NEWS @ Rhode Island College, June 11, 2007

RIC names
Jane Willlams
first dean
of nursing

Jane Williams, professor of
nursing at Rhode Island College,
was named dean of the School
of Nursing at the College, RIC
President John Nazarian announced
last month.

Williams had served as interim
dean for RIC’s School of Nursing
since 2006, when its department of
nursing was officially established as
a school. That year, a new master
of science in nursing (MSN) program
was also added.

Williams holds a bachelor’s
of science in nursing from the
University of Michigan/Ann Arbor, a
master’s in nursing education from
New York University, and a PhD
in nursing from the University of
Rhode Island.

She joined the RIC nursing
faculty in 1974 and was appointed
chairperson of the nursing
department in 2000.

Williams serves as secretary of
the Board of Trustees of Rhode
Island Hospital, and as a member of
the Advisory Board for the R.I. Area
Health Education Center (AHEC),
the Health Partnership Council of
R.l., the Rhode Island State Nurses
Association, and Sigma Theta Tau
International Honor Society in
Nursing. She also acts as liaison
for the American Association of
Colleges of Nursing (AACN).

Williams was instrumental in
developing the curriculum for the
new master’s in nursing program,
which is accepting applicants for
fall 2007 enrollment. She said
that as dean, she will continue to
strengthen the offerings of the
school to address the critical nursing
shortage in the state and participate
in efforts to improve healthcare in
the state.

“We believe our nursing program
is responsible for responding to
societal needs and is accountable
for the quality of education our
students receive. We take pride
in knowing that our students will
serve as caregivers in the state,”
Williams said.

RIC has been training students
to earn nursing degrees since 1970
and has the largest baccalaureate
nursing program in the state. About
100 students graduate from RIC
each year with nursing degrees.
Many of the College’s more than
3,000 graduates continue to work
in the state.

Russell Monaghan’s
technical stage
wizardry soon to

be College history

BY RAY RAGOSTA

Staff Writer

For 34 years, Russell Monaghan
has been the man behind the
curtain at Rhode Island College.
As operations manager for the John
Nazarian Center for the Performing
Arts, he has worked to ensure that
performers and audiences alike
have an all-around pleasurable
experience.

But at the end of June, Monaghan
will retire to his farm in West
Kingston. He will spend his days
caring for his house, which dates
back to 1849, and enjoying a
backyard that borders on the Great
Swamp Management Area, one of
the state’s more extensive nature
preserves and a long way from
backstage at RIC.

“My job,” Monaghan summarized,
“has been to coordinate the safe
usage of the facility. I also have to
make sure that lighting, sound and
staging are all in place.”

This synopsis barely hints at
the knowledge, attention to detail
and improvisational skills that
Monaghan resorted to over the
years. In talking with Monaghan,
one hears a theatre technician at
one moment, an engineer the next,
then a logistics expert.

Recalling the days before the
Auditorium in Roberts Hall was
air-conditioned, he described how
his crew would strategically run
large fans before the performance
and during intermissions to keep
the temperature — and the noise
levels — down. Today he works
with physical plant in adjusting
computerized HVAC systems.

Monaghan began his career with
a request from his wife, Anne, when
they were students at RIC. He was
an English major and she was an
education major with an interest in
theatre. Anne was taking a class that
required some backstage work and
asked him to help.

Since then, he has kept to the
same path.

“After | graduated, | worked at
Trinity for a while,” he said, “and |
thought about attending Brooklyn
College. But when | got above
ground from Penn Station and saw
the crowds . . . the noise and all that.
... I’m much more comfortable on
my farm in West Kingston.”

In 1973 the job at RIC opened up
and he took it.

Over the years Monaghan has
coordinated operations for student
performances in music, theatre
and dance; for various community
groups, such as The State Ballet of
Rhode Island; and for the College’s
Performing Arts Series, which has
hosted the likes of Marcel Marceau,
Philip Glass and the Mark Morris

Dance Group.

Throughout his career as
operations manager, Monaghan
has espoused a central philosophy:
“You give the artists what they want
so they can do their art.”

Edward Markward, professor of
music and conductor of the RIC
Symphony Orchestra, attested to
Monahan’s commitment. “Russell
Monaghan and | began our tenure
together at Rhode Island College
in the fall of 1973, 34 years ago,”
said Markward. “If there has been
one constant, unwavering positive
for the entire run, one factor upon
which | could always rely, it has
been Russell’s backstage presence
for nearly 300 concerts.

“His professionalism, his
encouraging demeanor, his
readiness to help under virtually
any condition have made it possible
for hundreds of artists, myself
included, to deliver the most artistic
performance imaginable.”

And Monaghan’s dedication has
received other tributes as well.

One time, the Paul Taylor Dance
Company, who came through as
part of the Performing Arts Series,
presented some demanding lighting
specifications, and brooked no
variations. Monaghan sensed that
there might be some difficulty here,
technical and otherwise.

Although he lacked the resources
of a specially equipped New York
theatre, he applied some creative
thinking and know-how to make it
all work for the performers.

Monaghan was having dinner
backstage with his student crew
before the show when Paul Taylor,
Jennifer Tipton (Taylor’s lighting
designer) and their two assistants
arrived with takeout to join them.

“It’s better for everyone when
you make the effort,” Monaghan
noted, “and you get to have dinner
with Paul Taylor and Jennifer
Tipton. That’s a great experience
for students too.”

Students are important to him.
With about 30 students on staff at a
given time, they are the backbone
of his operation.

“They have varying skill
levels and diverse sets of skills,”
Monaghan said of his students,
“and | try to make each individual
feel they are contributing.”

They even have a nickname,
RATS, which stands for Roberts
Auditorium Technical Staff, a term
that has stuck even though their
work has expanded to cover two
additional major theatres in the
Nazarian Center: Sapinsley Hall
and Forman Theatre.

Dante Del Giudice ’79, associate
professor of dance and director
of the RIC Dance Company, has
worked with Monaghan both as a
student performer and as a faculty
member.

He noted, “Russell is beloved
by his former students and has

left a legacy of well qualified and
gainfully employed technicians and
adults roaming and improving

the world.

“A remarkable convergence
of people and circumstance has
resulted in the growth of RIC into
an important cultural powerhouse,
and Russell has been a very key
figure in the realization of that
vision and reality. He will haunt
the spaces of our theatres for
generations to come.”

Years back, Monaghan instituted
a rite of passage for his students
by giving each graduating senior a
plaque with a stage screw mounted
on it. A stage screw looks like a screw
with wings and was used to anchor
parts of scenery. Though not much
in use anymore, it serves well as an
emblem of stagecraft’s heritage.

The crew even wears shirts with
the stage screw emblazoned on
them, which are often recognized by
professionals in the touring business.

This past March, when The Martha
Graham Dance Company performed
at the College, a former student, Tim
Cryan, turned up as the company’s
lighting director. He arrived late — and
brought doughnuts.

Monaghan recollected, “The
‘doughnut offense’” was started by
Doug Cumming, who was technical
director and a designer, and Tim
remembered that.”

Another person with a good
memory is Marcel Marceau.

When he was working the Marceau
show in the *70s, Monaghan was
wearing a Waltham watch, which
the famous mime, a connoisseur of
fine watches, offered to buy.

Even though he had to disappoint
a world famous celebrity, he just
couldn’t part with his Waltham.

Some 30 years later, when
Marcel Marceau returned to the
College, Monaghan was curious
to know if he still remembered the
watch. Monaghan inquired and
Marceau did.

Of course not everything has
gone smoothly in the course of 34
years. In 2005, when Ben Gazzara
appeared in Roberts to portray Yogi
Berra in a one-man show, two new
wireless microphones both failed.
Monaghan’s crew had to resort to
old technology and set up a mic
with stand.

Gazzara was gracious about the
situation and gave Monaghan an
autographed baseball, which sits on
his desk.

Gazzara’s gesture, in a way, blurs
the distinction between character
and actor, between stage and
reality. That is a distinction Russell
Monaghan will be rethinking in the
near future.

For those who would like to
say their farewells, a reception
for Monaghan is scheduled for
June 18, noon to 2 p.m., in the
Auditorium in Roberts Hall.



An experience
of a lifetime
for RIC grad

BY NICK LIMA 10

Staff Writer

To any graduating Rhode Island
College senior, commencement
is a time of relief, celebration and
reflection. For one graduate in
particular, the recently concluded
commencement exercises have
signaled the end to an experience
few will ever have the opportunity
to undertake.

Amde Tegbaru
’07 was awarded
his degree
in business
management on
May 19, but that
isn’t all he’ll be
taking back
home with him to AMDE TEGBAR
Sweden. The international student
and 2000 graduate of Vasalunds
High School, Stockholm, has
learned a lot during his time at
RIC, going well beyond the typical
lessons studied in the classroom.

“It was a learning experience,
and | grew very much as a person.”
Tegbaru said about his four years
at RIC. “America has such a
different culture — it was difficult

at first, but it probably won’t hit
me how much I miss it here until |
get back home.”

His time at RIC wasn’t his first
stay in the United States — he
has visited relatives in Virginia,
Washington, D.C., and San
Francisco — though it was his first
time living in America. “Once |
started making friends and meeting
new people, it became much
easier, though it was still very hard
at times, being away from home.”

One RIC student, in particular,
made Tegbaru’s adjustment to
life in the United States go much
more smoothly. Kamran Alemdar
’04 has been friends with Tegbaru
since the third grade, and was a
major influencing factor in his
decision to attend RIC in pursuit
of his passion — playing basketball.
During Tegbaru’s freshman year
at RIC, he played alongside his
longtime friend on the men’s
basketball team. “Having Kamran
around that first year made my
transition to life in America much
easier,” said Tegbaru.

According to Tegbaru, Dolores
Passarelli, the director of the Office
of Academic Support, played a
major role in his successes at the
College, guiding him through his
academics “as a mentor providing
outstanding support.”

“A member of the Athletics
Department came to me and told
me about this student coming from
Sweden who would also be playing
basketball,” Passarelli said. “I saw
him around every registration — he’s
such a wonderful, polite, and

RIC grad thankful for

BY LAUREN MESALE '06

Staff Writer

Larry O’Brien *07 is not the
average college student. His journey
to the graduation stage, where he
received a BA in English on May
19, had been four decades in the
making. He has also been living with
multiple sclerosis since 1978.

O’Brien originally enrolled at
RIC 40 years ago, but left to work
as an engineering recruiter for
businesses throughout the state.
He then married and started a
family with his wife, Lis.

“I never missed [school] back
then. I loved my life and my job,”
said O’Brien.

It was not until after attending
family week festivities at his
eldest child’s college in Vermont
seven years ago that he decided to
return to school.

“My son had asked me to
observe a Shakespeare class he
was taking,” said O’Brien. “I had
always enjoyed literature, so |
thought that if I liked this class,
| would take a few courses back
home and go from there.”

O’Brien was also encouraged
by friends to pursue an English
degree. He agreed to join a
local book club that had used a
challenging reading list compiled
by the University of Chicago. He
read dozens of novels, several
works by Plato and Aristotle and

the Vhagavad-Gita.

“I really enjoyed reading for
those discussions,” he said.
“Preparing for them each week
motivated me to return to school.”

He returned to RIC in 2000,
taking one class a semester.

“| thought that 1’d start out
small in the beginning to find out
if 1 was making the right choice
— it was a test,” said
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intelligent young man. You have
an opportunity to meet a lot of
great people in this job who you
just know are going to take off and
be successful — Amde is certainly
one of them.”

Success may be natural for the
Tegbaru family. His mother works
at the post office in Stockholm; his
father has a PhD in anthropology,
and has done research for
organizations such as the United
Nations. His younger sister works
in London for the South African
Embassy. As for his own career,
Tegbaru is looking to get an MBA
in addition to pursuing future
success playing basketball.

Tegbaru picked economics as
his major his junior year of high
school. “With globalization such
a huge part of today’s society, |
saw business as a broad enough
field that branches off into various
areas, with opportunities to be
highly successful in any of them,”
he said.

Of course, Tegbaru’s skill on
the basketball court has opened
many doors for him, as well.

As a member of the Swedish
Junior National Team, he had the
opportunity to compete all over
Europe. “Representing my country
while I was in high school — it
was a great honor, of which | am
very proud,” Tegbaru said. “The
atmosphere of those games really
prepared me for the future.”

Little could Tegbaru have known
then, but the NCAA Division
I11 Elite Eight was in his future.
After taking a year off during

the 2005-06 season to focus on
his academics, Amde returned

to the court his senior year for a
third season on the RIC men’s
basketball team. Together with
five other seniors and a team of
unprecedented talent, Tegbaru and
his friends brought RIC into the
NCAA Tournament for the first
time in 28 years.

“They have established RIC
basketball at a championship
level,” said head coach Bob Walsh
of the graduating seniors in the
April edition of What’s News.

Tegbaru credits Walsh with
teaching him a great deal about
life. “He taught us how important
discipline was, and how a lot of
hard work can take you a long way,
persistence being key to success.”
Tegbaru, 25, was the oldest player
on the team, though he says that
didn’t matter too much.

“All of the seniors, together,
acted as a leadership team for the
rest of the players; there was no
one standout.” Tegbaru credits the
success the team saw in 2007 to all
of his teammates, whom he grew
very close to. “I’ve made a lot of
friends for life that I’m going to
miss,” he said. “I look forward
to seeing home again, however
the memories I’ve made here will
always be with me.”

When Amde Tegbaru heads
back home to Sweden, it won’t be
the last he sees of his friends and
RIC, however. “I plan on coming
back and visiting real soon. My
experiences here will forever be
with me, all of my life.”

life, learning, laughter

classmates, they hardly treated
each other differently. O’Brien
developed a sense that everyone in
his classes was there because he or
she wanted to be, just as he was.
“Younger students are wonderful —
always busy, energetic,
resourceful. They’re optimistic and
think anything is possible,” O’Brien
said. “They keep me young.”
O’Brien enrolled

O’Brien.

O’Brien’s
first course,
Shakespeare’s
Tragedies, was with
Pamela Benson,
professor of English.

“l was so nervous
during the first day of
class that I couldn’t
stop talking. Finally,
Dr. Benson broke the
ice and said, ‘Larry, if
you answer all of the
questions, no one else

in every poetry and
British literature
course available.
Those he enjoyed
most were taught
by teachers he
described as
demanding yet
passionate. He
cites Stephen
Brown, associate
professor
of English,
Maureen Reddy,
Gary Grund

|

will get a chance,””
said O’Brien.

According to O’Brien, being
older in a class of teenagers
and twenty-somethings has
advantages.

“As an older student, you bring
a certain level of life experience
and maturity to the classroom
that can benefit other students as
well as yourself,” O’Brien said.
“And | always felt confident in
expressing my opinions
in classes.”

O’Brien said that although there
was often an age gap of more than
twenty years between he and his

LARRY O'BRIEN

and Barbara
Schapiro,
professors of English, as having
a strong impact on his learning
experience.

Not all challenges were
embraced by O’Brien, however.
Although he finds RIC to be
a very accessible campus for
students with limited mobility, he
said that some buildings — Horace
Mann Hall in particular — still
need to be updated. He said that
Ann Roccio, director of disability
services at the College, was very
helpful in changing the difficult-
to-get-to classroom locations.

Along with literature, O’Brien
loves to laugh. He’s attended
laughing classes, and has become
interested in the newest health
trend to hit Rhode Island: laughter
yoga. Just as with traditional
yoga routines, each laughter
yoga movement or position has
a specific, descriptive name.

One movement O’Brien recently
learned at a class in Providence
was called “make a milkshake.”
He demonstrated this, and with
each simulated pour of imaginary
cups of ingredients into his
mouth, O’Brien’s laughter grew
louder and heartier.

“To me, laughter is therapeutic.
It prevents me from feeling angry
or bitter; it could be a good thing
for so many other people.”

With his degree, O’Brien plans
to become a part-time teacher or
English professor. He particularly
enjoys the work of Emily
Dickinson, Robert Frost and Walt
Whitman. But O’Brien is not
about to say goodbye to RIC for
good; he will begin taking courses
here this summer as a master’s
degree candidate in English. He
said that earning a PhD is not out
of the question.

Whatever else O’Brien
achieves academically, he knows
that help and encouragement will
not be in short supply.

“l can’t imagine doing
anything without the support
of my family and friends,” said
O’Brien. “I’m grateful
for everything.”
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Picture perfect

- He quoted
M‘ entertainer
Danny Kaye:
“Life is like a big canvas and you
should throw all the paint you can
onit.”

Carcieri closed his remarks with
advice to “follow your heart. It’s
your inner voice.”

Judge Frank Caprio, chairman of
the state Board of Governors
for Higher Education, told the
grads, “This is your time. Seize
the moment.”

U.S. Senator Jack Reed and
Warwick Mayor Scott Avedisian
also attended the ceremony.

After degrees were conferred,
Ellen Kitchell 81, president
of RIC’s Alumni Association,
announced that the newest alumni
were automatically inducted into
the association, and asked them to
continue to support the College.

The count of living alumni now
stands at over 50,000.

At the May 17 advanced degree
commencement, also held in The
Murray Center, former Common
Cause of Rhode Island director H.
Philip West Jr. told graduates to
“always be a voice of conscience,
and if necessary, become a
whistleblower.”

West, who received an honorary
doctor of laws degree, led the
reform-minded Common Cause
for 18 years before retiring last
year. He was a key leader in
successful efforts to downsize the
General Assembly, force stricter
disclosure requirements for
lobbyists, strengthen the Ethics
Commission, and pass a separation
of powers amendment to the
state constitution.

“Never settle for mediocrity in
your mission,” he said, and “never
judge the value of your work by the

Ellen Kitchell ‘81 (left), president
of the RIC Alumni Association,
addresses the new grads.

size of your paycheck.” He urged
the grads to challenge wrongs and
“always avoid every appearance of
impropriety.”

Wrenn Goodrum, director of the
Pawtucket-based All Children’s
Theatre, was awarded a doctor of
pedagogy degree.

Nazarian noted the recent
passing of Pulitzer Prize-winning
journalist David Halberstam, whose
groundbreaking book The Best
and the Brightest chronicled the
origins of American involvement
in Vietnam.

The book, said Nazarian, held
important lessons for the class of
2007: So-called experts agreeing
on a course of action doesn’t
necessarily make it the best policy;
conventional wisdom is not
always wise; many problems are
better solved by a deliberative and
inclusive approach; voices who
disagree are worth listening to;
and the statement “We do it that
way because that’s the way we’ve
always done it” should never
be accepted.

Some 263 advanced degree
diplomas were awarded, including
for the first time in six years, a
master of fine arts in theatre. The
reconstructed program is an MFA in
theatre, performance and society.

This year’s graduate and
undergraduate commencements
were coordinated for the first time
by Patricia Nolin *84, M 87, special
assistant to the president. Kathryn
Sasso, director of conferences and
special events, had been ceremonies
coordinator since 1980.

A total of just over 1,600 degrees
were handed out during RIC’s
commencement season, the 153rd in
the history of Rhode Island’s oldest
public institution of higher learning.

Lindsey Conklin, president of the class of 2007,
addresses her fellow graduates at the May 19
commencement.

Everett Maxwell and Natalie DiPonte Mig
plaque), are two of the approximately 30 |
attend the undergrad exercises. They pres
with a gift to the College in the name of ti
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Phil West and Wrenn Goodrum (above), honorary degree recipients,
sing the College’s Alma Mater song. West was the advanced degree
commencement speaker.

ieault, 1957 RIC alums (holding 1957

nembers of the golden anniversary class to

ented RIC President John Nazarian (above)

\eir class. T —
Mary Frances Sherlock Campbell represents the class of 1935 at
the undergrad exercises.

George Graboys (center) receives a doctor of public service award at the undergrad ceremony.
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2007 Convocation:
of Scholars

RIC’s Convocation of Scholars, an annual
showcase and celebration of the intellectual and
creative life of the College, was held April 23-
May 2. Faculty, students, staff and emeriti had
the opportunity to share research and collegiality
through lectures, presentations and other forums
that highlighted scholarship at RIC.

Senior honors students share the spotlight at a special reception showcasing their academic

achievements on April 30.

reception on April 30.

Emeritus professors John Bucci, Clyde Slicker and Richard Green reminisce at the emeriti dinner

Mark Motte, assistant vice president for academic affairs,
shares a light moment with attendees of the part-time faculty
dinner on April 23.

WJAR-10 meteorologist R.J. Heim speaks to a group
attending Weathering Old Age, a discussion sponsored by The
Gerontology Center on April 25.

Susan Gracia, associate professor in the Department of
Counseling, Educational Leadership and School Psychology,
reviews the federal Comprehensive School Reform (CSR)
Program during her talk on “Validation of a School Reform
Rubric” on April 27.

A panel of RIC faculty and staff lead a group discussion on
Native American research on April 27.

Student honorees gather for a photo during the April 25 reception for Who's Who Among Students in American Universities

and Colleges.
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RIC Scholarships (& Awards

Gifts from alumni and friends to endowed funds provide direct and important benefits for students.
This page features just a few of the many recipients of RIC scholarships and awards in 2007.

These

RIC Alumni
Scholarship
recipients
were awarded
undergraduate
degrees

last month:

Justin Bilyj
Kathryn Carney
Susan Cooney
Rachelle Cyr
Karissa D’Ambra
Jamie Dellorco
Ryan Desisto

BURRILL SCHOLARSHIP: Cassandra Petronio, a dance . Erika Dillon
performance major and member of the RIC Dance Company, :  Patrick Doyle

was awarded a $1,000 scholarship from Billie Ann Burrill — :  Stephanie Fratiello
HD ’05. Petranio, a junior, will attend the 2007 NYU/Tisch : Michelle Laroche
Dance Summer Residency Festival. Burrill, an associate :

The PETER HARMAN SCHOLARSHIP was awarded to Cong Pan by James Schweikart (left), professor emerita of health and physical education, has :
dean of the School of Management. Jeffrey Blais, associate professor of economics (right), made summer dance study scholarships available by L Ky /"’f Polak

was also on hand for the presentation. Pan was selected by the Department of application to outstanding RIC Dance Company members . Christopher Schayer
Economics and Finance. who apply as sophomores or freshmen. . Alyson St. Amand

Micaela Zubrisky

Jeremy Messinger

MARY ANN HAWKES AWARD IN JUSTICE STUDIES winners were Jeremy Messinger and Amanda Nadeau. The LAURIS B. WHITMAN AWARD IN SOCIOLOGY
was presented to Alexis Nunes.

Dr. Douglas Shemin (left)
and his daughters,
Grace (left) and
Julianna, join Principal
Ron Tibbetts in the
Henry Barnard School
Library to celebrate the
Shemin family's gift to
the library in memory
of Dr. Shemin's aunt.
The endowment of
$10,000 and an
additional gift that may
be expended this year
will provide funds for
the library to purchase
needed materials,
especially books, in
perpetuity. Grace

is currently a third-
grade student at HBS;
Julianna, currently a
student at St. Mary
Academy-Bay View,
also attended

Henry Barnard.

SURVIVOR'S STORY: Rabhi Baruch Goldstein spoke about his Holocaust experiences in
adjunct professor Mary Anne Clarke's history class in April.
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Graduates urged to engage their
‘knowledge, spirit and perseverance’

— —
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p
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CONVOCATION

A Rhode Island College tradition — the
annual Cap and Gown Convocation
—was held May 3 in the Auditorium in
Roberts Hall, where members of the
class of 2007 were honored in a capping
ceremony and departmental awards
presentation.

Maureen Reddy, professor of English,
announced the award recipients (see
list below), which
featured two multiple
winners: Agnieszka
Marczak, who won the
Houston Anthropology
Award and the Eleanor
McMahon Award in
College Honors, and
William Morgan, who
received the Boruch
Award for Excellence
in the Physical Sciences
and the Departmental
Physics Award.

The Winter Award
winner for academic

excellence in political
science was Isatou S. Jeng,
who graduated with the highest grade
point average among the political science
majors. At the College, she worked in
the Office of Academic Support and
Information Services, the Upward
Bound program, and as

a teacher assistant at the
Henry Barnard School.
Jeng was an officer in the
Rhode Island College
chapters of the NAACP
and Amnesty International,

and a member of
Harambee and the
Ballroom Dance Club.
Alexis Nunes,
recipient of the Whitman
Award in Sociology,
received praise for his
participation in two
departmental research
projects. He also
prepared a story on the immigration
raid in New Bedford for Rhode Island’s
public radio station, WRNI, and co-
organized the “One Campaign and Plan
USA” petition project at the College.
Fifty-four RIC seniors merited entry

2007 RECIPIENTS OF DEPARTMENTAL AWARDS

MERCY K. KIMANTHI
Outstanding Student Award
in Accounting

KIRK D. KASZYK
Outstanding Student Award
in Computer Information
Systems

AGNIESZKA MARCZAK
James Houston Award in
Anthropology

ROBIN TOSTE

Art History Award

JILL A. COOK

Studio Art Award
STEPHANIE I1Z2I

W. Christina Carlson Award
for Excellence in Biology
AGNIESZKA MARCZAK
Eleanor M. McMahon Award
in the College Honors Program
BREEZY N. BRINGHURST
Communications Achievement
Award in the Speech and
Hearing Sciences

STEPHEN J. MERRIMAN
Communications Achievement
Award in Graphic
Communications

MICHELLE M. MOYNIHAN
Communications Achievement
Award in Public and
Professional Communication
ALICIA G. ROQUE
Communications Achievement
Award in Mass Media

BRAD SIMONDS

The Wall Street Journal Award
in Economics and Finance
COURTNEY M. DESOUSA
Mary Alice Grellner
Educational Studies

Senior Award

ERIN C. MCGINNIS

Mary Alice Grellner Educational
Studies Senior Award
MELISSA B. KUSINITZ
Katherine Murray Prize In
Educational Studies

LESLIE A. TIROCCHI
Elementary Education Award
SARAH A. SATTERLEE

Jean Garrigue Award in English
ONEIKA CASTRO

Mark W. Estrin

Film Studies Award

DAWN P. KENTISH
Rose Butler Browne Award

KARI J. GEISLER

Bertha Christina Andrews
Emin Award for Outstanding
Achievement

ERIKA M. DILLON

Bertha Christina Andrews
Emin Award for Scholastic
Excellence

CHRISTOPHER J. BELLUZZI
Health and Physical Education
Award in Health Education
LEAH F. HOGAN

Health and Physical Education
Award in Health Education
DAVID P. DELACRUZ
Claiborne Pell Award

in History

TARA B. MARCHANT
Evelyn Walsh Prize in History
KINSEY DURGIN JR

John E. Hetherman Award in
Intercollegiate Athletics
ELIZABETH D. BARRETTE
Helen M. Murphy Award in
Intercollegiate Athletics

KAYLA RUGGIERI

John Silva Memorial
Scholastic Award in
Management

GINA M. MATTERA
Outstanding Student Award
in Marketing

CHARLES R. BERUBE
Richard A. Howland
Computer Science Award
LOUIS J. RICCI

Richard A. Howland
Computer Science Award
JOHN T. BAIER
Christopher R. Mitchell
Award in Mathematics
ELMER V. VARGAS
Nelson A. Guertin Memorial
Award in Spanish
JOQUEBEDE MIRIAM SANCA
Tegu Polyglot Award in
Modern Languages
SHERRY M. MARQUES
Peter Jeffrey Archambeault
Memorial Award
NATHANAEL TRONERUD
Cantor Jacob

Hohenemser Award

KATHARINE RICCI

in Who’s Who Among Students in
American Universities and Colleges, and
were recognized by Gary Penfield, vice
president for student affairs.

RIC President John Nazarian noted
that the new graduates would have “no
shortage of opportunities to engage
your knowledge, your spirit, and the

perseverance that you have
demonstrated here at Rhode
Island College in pursuit of
peace, health, and happiness
for our world.”

Each year a member of
the faculty is selected by
the class officers to address
the convocation. This
year’s choice, Mark Motte,

assistant vice president
for academic affairs, told
students that being a
college graduate “shows
others that you can think
for yourself, analyze

and solve problems,

ANGELA GARCIA & LYDEL HALL communicate effectively,

and make decisions that,
in the not-too-distant future, will qualify
you as a leader.” (Motte’s full speech is
on page 15.)

Student speaker Katharine Ricci
advised her peers, “Settle for nothing

less than what’s best

for you.”

Class officers
Lindsey Conklin
(president), Zdenko
Juskuv (vice president),

and Alexander Fanning
(treasurer) represented
the class at the event.
Fanning announced the
class gift: four engraved
granite benches, two of
which will be placed in
front of Roberts Hall, and
the other two elsewhere
on campus.

The national anthem
was sung by students Angela Garcia
and Lydel Hall, who also garnered the
Pellegrino Music Education Award.

The RIC Wind Ensemble, conducted
by Robert Franzblau, concluded the event
with the College’s Alma Mater song.

LYDEL A. HALL
Alice K. Pellegrino Music
Education Award

ISATOU S. JENG
Herbert R. Winter Award
for Academic Excellence in

JASON CABRAL Political Science
Rhode Island College PATRICK J. DOYLE
Theatre Award Victoria Lederberg

Psychology Award
AMANDA J. SAGARIN
Bachelor of Social Work
Community Service Award
SANDRA J. CHITO
Anthony E. Ricci Social Work
Practice Award

JEREMY D. MESSINGER
Mary Ann Hawkes Award
in Justice Studies
AMANDA M. NADEAU
Mary Ann Hawkes Award
in Justice Studies

ALEXIS L. NUNES

Lauris B. Whitman Award
in Sociology

TRACY A. MORGAN

Elisa F. Bonaventura Award
in Special Education
KAREN E. CASPERSON
Josephine A. Stillings Award
in Special Education

MARY LANGLOIS

Yetta Rauch Melcer Dance Award
CHRISTIE ANDRADE
Nursing Award for
Academic Excellence
JESSICA L. RIVET

Nursing Award for

Service Excellence
BARBARA J. BIRD

Nursing Award for a
Registered Nurse

ROSE A. BOWDEN

Thomas J. Howell Award

in Philosophy

THOMAS J. WATSON
American Institute of
Chemists Award

WILLIAM R. MORGAN
Ronald J. Boruch Award for
Excellence in the Physical Sciences
WILLIAM R. MORGAN
Departmental Physics Award



By Mark T. Motte

Assistant Vice President for
Academic Affairs and Director of
the Center for Public Policy

Thank you. And thank you to the
2007 Senior Class Committee for
inviting me to speak today. It really
is a tremendous honor. In fact, |
could revel in the honor up here for
a very long time. By now, you know
how academics love the sound of
their own voices. But | promise to
be reasonably brief.

This is an important occasion.
How else could we get you to dress
up like penguins and medieval monks
while it’s still daylight and so far
from Halloween? But you do look
impressive and you probably feel that
you have just about earned a break.

In a couple of short weeks you will
be college graduates. Doesn’t that
sound great? College graduates.

It’s a title you earn after a long
haul. Some of you have made real
sacrifices and overcome seemingly
impossible hurdles to reach this
point. You should be very, very proud
indeed. Class of 2007, please give
yourselves another round of applause.

College graduate is a title which
commands respect in this society
and throughout the world. It is a
title which puts you on the cusp of
achieving great things. You will
soon, for example, find yourselves
being addressed as professionals in
careers, rather than employees in
jobs. You see, college graduate is
more than just a title. It shows others
that you can think for yourself,
analyze and solve problems,
communicate effectively, and make
decisions that, in the not-too-distant
future, will qualify you as a leader.

And if you can do these things,
your chances of building a
rewarding future are far greater than
for many others in this society.

As college graduates you will earn
certain advantages, so | implore you
to use your skills and talents wisely.
For in addition to the wonderful
privileges that a degree confers,
there are also responsibilities.

These responsibilities are too easily
forgotten in the pressure-cooker of
the post-modern age, where getting
ahead is the pervasive mantra. In
recent years we have been presented
with some highly dubious, so-called
role models. In the worlds of politics
and corporate commerce, too many

leaders have abused their power,
corrupted the public purse, and
betrayed the cause of a just, civil
society. When the veneer of their
outward personas was peeled back,
these individuals were revealed as
frauds and cheats.

More than two hundred years
ago, George Washington cautioned,
“Labor to keep alive in your breast,
that little spark of celestial fire,
called a conscience, for few have
the virtue to withstand the highest
bidder.” Pay heed to Washington’s
words. Be discerning in your
search for people
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young man in Virginia whose very
core turned to poison, with such
horrifying consequences. Don’t
add to a climate of bitterness and
alienation. Become a builder of
communities. Become a generation
of graduates wiser than your
predecessors. Work to eradicate
intolerance in all its ugly variations.
Lead by example. Every day.
Fourth: Be rigorous. Work hard to
preserve your integrity. A life is built
on what you accomplish, not on
idle wishes. Fight the recalcitrance
and procrastination that lie within
all of us. In 1746,

to emulate. You
will probably
find genuine role
models among your
families, friends,
colleagues and
peers. And their
sage advice might
include some of
the following

five recipes for

Thomas Jefferson
wrote, “Dost though
love life? Then
do not squander
time. For that’s the
stuff life is made
of.” He’s right, of
course. Timeis a
precious resource.
Expend it wisely.
America has

happiness and
success:

First: Be a good listener. Listen
to your clients, students, customers,
co-workers and loved ones. Respect
people enough to give them your
attention, time and energy. Think of
the people who irritate you the most.
They probably include those who
choose not to listen. Don’t be like
them. Have enough respect to pay
attention to people, professionally
and at home.

Second: Be compassionate. When
people are down, help them back
up. Always. Rhode Islanders have
adopted a wonderful saying: What
goes around, comes around. Others

say, You reap what you sow. How true.

Invest yourself in your community,
make a contribution, and you will
harvest extraordinary rewards.

Third: Be tolerant. Not everyone
in the world looks or talks like
you. Not everyone drinks from a
bubblah, eats grindas or catches rays
at Scahbro Beach. People may not
share your beliefs, your background,
or your point of view. Look beyond
Westerly and Woonsocket when
forming your opinions. Learn that it
takes all sorts of people to make the
world turn, even strange-sounding
people like me.

In recent weeks we have seen
all too clearly how much anger
and hatred exist; in the mind of a

MARK MOTTE

a great deal to
offer, but you will
probably have to work hard to get it.
And, for the sake of all that is sane
and rational, don’t count on a check
from PowerBall or Publisher’s
Clearinghouse to reach your goals.

In the real world you must be
industrious and productive to get
ahead. It’s a simple truth. Please
internalize it.

And fifth: Be ethical and just.
Fairness is the measure of any
person. As a professional, you will
have the responsibility to be even-
handed. Never abuse your power,
because only incompetents do that.

You know the difference between
right and wrong. Act with that
awareness in your head and in
your heart.

So those are five short lessons.
You could probably add to the list
and improve upon it. Maybe you
will remember one or two of them,
at least for a while. | hope so.

Why am | so sure that you will
succeed? Why am | so convinced
that you will live up to the high
standards of personal integrity |
have just outlined? How do | know
that you will continue this college’s
long history of sending responsible,
compassionate, and capable
graduates into the world?

Because our alumni come back and
tell us what they’re doing. And they

are an impressive group. In almost
12 years here at the college, | have
met bankers, writers, social workers,
K-through-12 teachers, nurses,
accountants, production managers,
artists, scientists, musicians and
computer network designers. They all
earned their undergraduate degrees at
Rhode Island College ... and they
are excelling.

Our graduates invariably seem to
be down-to-earth, highly motivated,
and driven by public service rather
than by greed. | hope you are
proud of that legacy and that you
will honor it and contribute to it.
Remember that, despite what we see
all-too-often in the popular media,
the pursuit of happiness doesn’t
have to involve trampling on the
people around you.

And don’t worry about getting
a job. Graduates of this institution
do very well indeed. And it doesn’t
matter what you majored in.
According to a 2006 United States
government survey, you will change
fields at least four times during your
career. And change your place of
employment at least seven times.
Many of you will find a passion for
something quite different from what
you originally planned to do. And,
despite your parents’ fears, that’s
okay. There is no better preparation
for this emerging century than an
education at an American college.
And as luck would have it, you came
to the best comprehensive, four-year
college in the State of Rhode Island.

Notwithstanding the personal
rewards of your future success,
please make sure you spend some of
your own time, talent and treasure
working to help those less fortunate
than yourself. Of course, we want
you to make a good living, but, as
the years tick by, please put back into
society some of the blessings you
have had the good fortune and good
sense to attain. Practice community
values that will make your parents
and grandparents proud.

And finally, on behalf of all the
staff, faculty and administrators, |
offer enormous congratulations to
all of you. Good luck on your final
papers and exams (remember, Rhode
Island College hasn’t quite finished
with you yet!).

Thank you again for this
opportunity to address you. | wish
you a healthy, happy and productive
future. Well done, class of 2007.

Recipients of special departmental awards at Cap and Gown Convocation 2007.
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IT TAKES A FAMILY: From left, Ashley, Alyson, Susan, and Paul St. Amand at commencement.

Graduation day Is a family
affair for the St. Amands

BY PETER SILVEIRA '08

Staff Writer

For Susan, Alyson, and the rest of
the St. Amand family, Rhode Island
College’s 153rd commencement
ceremony on May 19 was an extra-
special event, as both mother and
daughter each received diplomas.

In doing so, they became part of a
growing number of multiple-family-
member graduates at the College.

Susan, an employee at the
Henry Barnard School, earned
an associate’s degree from the
Community College of Rhode Island
in 1979. She then enrolled in classes
at Providence College, but had to put

her studies on hold when she became
pregnant with Alyson (Aly to her
family and friends), the first of her
two daughters.

In 2001, Susan took a job as a
secretary at the College. She realized
that it would be relatively easy to
resume her academic career, and
took advantage of being on the
RIC campus.

“l wanted to set an example for
my children, to instill in them the
importance of a college education,”
said Susan.

Slowly but steadily, she progressed
through the necessary requirements
for a BGS (bachelor of general studies
degree), registering for one course
each semester, including summers.

Being an older student, Susan
faced the tough task of juggling
a full-time job and family
responsibilities, along with her
schoolwork. But she received no

special treatment, she said, and
labored just as hard as anyone

else. Her family, a very close-knit
bunch, was there for her throughout
the process, offering support and
encouragement whenever she
needed it.

Aly received a degree from
CCRI in 2003. As a student-athlete,
she captained the undefeated,

2002 national champion women’s
soccer team at CCRI; in addition,
she played basketball. Upon
transferring to RIC in the fall of
’03, Aly continued to participate in
intercollegiate athletics, and was
able to join forces with her younger
sister, Ashley, on the RIC women’s
tennis team.

“Playing tennis with Ashley made
my college experience,” said Aly.
“She understood my frustrations, and
it helped us grow together, on and
off the court.”

According to Aly, her motivation
to continue college and pursue a
degree in physical education/health
came from two extraordinary
individuals, her aunt Kay (a ’72
graduate of RIC) and her best friend
Kelly. Aly was very close to her
aunt, who also taught her at St.
Joseph School in West Warwick;
she passed away during Aly’s junior
year of high school. Kelly was
killed in an automobile accident in
October 2003, Aly’s first semester
at RIC. She paid tribute to the pair
at commencement (which was
coincidentally Kelly’s birthday) by
inscribing “My inspiration to be a
teacher, Auntie Kay and Kelly” on
her mortarboard.

It didn’t take long for Aly to grow
accustomed to attending college
with her mom. “It was kind of weird
at first,” Aly recalled. “But then |
thought, well, she’s just getting her

education, same as me. We’re
very proud of the fact that she
is graduating.”

In fact, the pair enrolled in two
classes together. One of them was
God(s), a philosophy course taught
by retired Rabbi William Kaufman.
On the first day, the professor asked
if the St. Amands were related. Aly
announced that they indeed were
mother and daughter, and the entire
class let out a collective “Awww,”
she said.

During their tenure at the College,
the RIC community became sort of
a second family for the St. Amands.
Both agree that the faculty and staff
were very supportive, always there to
lend a helping hand. If either of them
had any questions about a lecture,
problems on an assignment, or just
needed someone to talk to, they
found that the door was always open.

Susan and Aly weren’t the only
members of the St. Amand clan
involved in this year’s graduation
ceremonies. Ashley was a gold-
robed commencement marshal and
Susan’s husband (Aly’s father),
Paul, handled commencement DVD
orders with the help of several of
Aly’s aunts.

As the time drew near for Susan
to be called to the stage on that rainy
but celebratory day, she said she
couldn’t help but get choked up.

“Walking up the short platform,”
said a teary-eyed Susan, “I thought
how lucky | was to be standing here
at this moment in time, with Aly,
surrounded by family and friends,
receiving my college diploma.”

Twenty-four years after Aly was
born, Susan stood hand-in-hand
with her daughter, as both proudly
accepted bachelor’s degrees. Now
the only thing left: a graduation party
for the accomplished pair.

RIC retirees recognized at Commencement Gala

Rhode Island College marked employee retirements at the College’s annual Commencement Gala, held May 18 in the Donovan Dining Center.

The retirees (from September 2006 through this month):

Linda A. Green

Library Technician, 33 years
Thomas R. Maloney
Central Mail Clerk, 33 years
Claudio D. Gomes
Housekeeper, 32 years
Linda G. Guest

Higher Education Financial Preaudit Clerk, 18 years

Leon W. Collins
Housekeeper, 31 years
Rosalyn A. Zona

Senior Enrollment Services Representative,
18 years (deceased)
Michael J. Davis
Housekeeper, 31 years
Kheth Kong

Housekeeper, 18 years
Albert J. Nixon

Signage Coordinator, 7 years

Donald J. Luongo

Housekeeper, 21 years

Sharon Mazyck '74

Interim Director -

Career Development Center, 28 years
Margaret F. Theroux

Personnel Aide, 26 years

Carol A. Shea

Senior Word Processing Typist, 27 years
Arthur C. Richard

Campus Police Officer, 20 years
Marcianna R. Nunes

Registered Nurse, 1 year

Tjalda Nauta

Director — Adams Library, 5 years

Alice Furey

Senior Word Processing Typist, 19 years
Russell J. Monaghan '70

Operations Manager — Nazarian Center,
34 years

Roger Lima Sr.

Technical Supervisor, 35 years

Thomas J. Bradley

Assistant Controller - Accounting, 30 years
Johanna M. Morrison

Senior Word Processing Typist, 13 years
Richard L. Dickson

Professor of Special Education, 36 years
John F. DiMeo '67

Associate Professor of Special Education,
37 years

Judith H. DiMeo '67

Professor of Special Education, 33 years
John A. Perkins

Professor of Counselor Education, 41 years
Lenore D. Collins '78

Assaociate Professor of Communications,
23 years

David L. Greene

Professor of Chemistry, 31 years

Charles W. Owens

Associate Professor of Biology, 31 years
George L. Pamental

Assaciate Professor of Management, 21 years
Willis E. Poole '68

Associate Professor of Teaching English as a
Second Language, 25 years

Albert C. Salzberg

Professor of English, 45 years

Helen E. Salzberg

Professor of Mathematics, 38 years
Caroline B. Sullivan

Assistant Professor of Computer Science,
24 years

Marilyn S. Sylvestre

Assaciate Professor of Accounting, 30 years
David C. Woolman

Director - Curriculum Resources Center and
Professor in Adams Library, 39 years



FEINSTEIN SCHOOL
OF EDUCATION AND
HUMAN DEVELOPMENT
Bachelor of Arts
Michelle Aguiar T*
Jenna F. Albanese t*
Nancy L. Alves
Daryl K. Amann *
Presidential Scholar
General Education Honors
Catarina M. Anselmo t*
Kristen L. Bernard t
Alisha L. Blais 1
Alicia L. Bradbury *
Jennifer L. Bradley
Nicole T. Branca **
Presidential Scholar
College Honors
General Education Honors
Honors in English
Ryan M. Burns **
Amanda J. Cabral
Cathy J. Cabral
Ingrid Calderon 1
Julie A. Cardin t*
Timothy P. Carpentier *
Nellie C. Carreiro
Jennifer Carvalho t*
Tiffany L. Castanho
Michael J. Cerullo *
Presidential Scholar
Danielle O. Charest t*
John C. Charest
Erin E. Clancy
Jewel L. Clavin
Stephanie M. Constancia
Nicole L. Costa *
Susan M. Costa **
Eric J. Coury T
Stephan M. Crawley t***
Cristina M. Cucinotta T
Jennifer L. Daigle
Amanda L. Danis t**
Diane A. Dasilva *
Emily C. DaSilva *
Kimberly B. Davies
Anthony R. DeCiantis **
David P. Delacruz **
Claiborne deB. Pell Award
Michelle D. Derosier *
Courtney M. Desousa *
Mary Alice Grellner
Educational Studies Senior Award
Matthew L. Devine
Kelly L. Dicocco t*
Morgan M. Dixon *
Kimberlee R. Dunn
Francesca M. Florio **
Ashley R. Fontaine t*
Stephanie L. Fratiello t*
Taylor C. Frazier t*
Danielle L. French **
Presidential Scholar
General Education Honors
Brendan H. Friel t*
Jason C. Gomes ***
Lisa L. Greenhalgh
Nicole Grilli **
Andrew T. Hallam **
Cynthia A. Harakaly 1**
Frederick G. Harrison
Laura E. Hayes *
Alicia L. Hedquist
Jennifer L. Hill
Audrey A. Hinman 1
Laurel A. Houle
Robin L. Howes T**
Presidential Scholar
Miraflor T. Hughes
Kerry L. Jordan t
Megan C. Joseph *
Shannon M. Kee
Joshua P. Kirtlink t*
Presidential Scholar
Jason A. LaDuke *
Danielle LaMontagne
Alacyn L. Lanzieri
Nicole Laspee *
Presidential Scholar
Marisa S. Laur *
Jonathan T. Lazieh
Keri-ann Leighton-Fialho
Jennifer E. Lena t
Joanna M. Lenartowicz
Jessica J. Leonard T
Alexander E. Lepes *
Christopher F. Lytle **
Kalena A. Macari T*
Nicole L. MacKay T
Kayla A. Magee *
Jennifer L. Mainelli T*
Presidential Scholar
Mayra L. Malkun *
Gladys A. Manzo t*
Katie L. Marsella
Amy L. Martin
Diana L. Martufi
Paul T. McDonald T
Katherine M. McLaughlin
Claudine J. Mello 1
Carolyn C. Mellors
Brianna C. Mendonsa
Nicole K. Mezzini *
Jaclyn B. Mignone *
Michael K. Milton T**
Orlando D. Monteiro T

Amanda E. Nadeau t**
Presidential Scholar
General Education Honors

Stephanie P. O’Sullivan f*

Melissa A. O’Connell

Lauren E. O’Hearne t**

Celina L. Ospina **

Deonna B. Pace t*

Anthony C. Pacitto

Garine Palandjian t*

Gina M. Palazzo

Lauren M. Panzarella

Nicole L. Parker

Janine A. Passaretti **

Karissa A. Peasley **
Presidential Scholar
General Education Honors

Jessica L. Peltier *
Presidential Scholar
General Education Honors

Jessica L. Pickering **

Catarina B. Pires *

Lisa M. Ponte ***

Elizabeth Portela T

Candise L. Prewitt t*

Krystyna R. Prior-Nicoletti **
General Education Honors

Jaclyn I. Ricci

Monique N. Roderick *

Amanda M. Roy t

Elise M. Saccoccio T

Nada T. Samih *

Christopher Schayer **
Presidential Scholar
General Education Honors

Victoria E. Sciola **

Kelly A. Serpa T

Erin E. Shaw t*

Cynthia H. Sime *

Colin J. Smith *

Matthew D. Smith

Shanna K. Smith *

Cassie L. Souto *

Laura A. Spino

Kimberly J. Stinehour *

Amy L. Suffoletto *

Julie Sylvia t*

Presidential Scholar

Laura Tancrede *

Solange Tavarez

Marcia R. Tellini T

Patrick J. Tierney t*

Peter E. Travers

Jill A. Usenia *

Michael L. Varone *

Kimberly M. Viola *

Nina A. Vizzaccaro

Ashlee R. Walters 1

Christopher J. Weber **

Nicole L. Whitman

Casey Woodard t*

Margaret M. Wright **

Sylvie S. Yangambi t

Beth S. Zangari t***

Bachelor of Science
Brittany J. Almeida *
Stephanie J. Anderson
Jessica L. Andrade **
Timothy A. Audette T
Toni M. Autiello *
Melissa D. Babcock *
Katherine M. Baker *
Presidential Scholar
Linda V. Barish t**
Lisa J. Barrett 1*
Elizabeth D. Barrette t*
Helen M. Murphy Award
Ryan C. Bate
Christopher J. Belluzzi t***
Health & Physical Education Award
Kyle M. Benchsky T
John R. Berchem *
Lynn E. Bertherman
Justin M. Bilyj t
Roger A. Bissonnette 1
Jennifer L. Bliss *
Todd G. Bloom
Michael J. Branca **
Deanna L. Breton T
Danielle M. Bridge t*
Dawn K. Brightman-Tavares 1***
Karen E. Casperson ***
Josephine A. Stillings Award
Samantha C. Cavanagh *
Melodie S. Chase T
Christopher R. Childs
Presidential Scholar
Melynda S. Ciarpella t**
Presidential Scholar
Sandra C. Cocca *
Crystal J. Colagiovanni
Stacey M. Corriveau T
Michael H. Corson t*
Jennifer M. Cunha T
Donald L. Curtin T
Robert H. Daniels
Chrissie J. De Moranville
Allison M. Desmarais *
Melissa A. Desmarais T
Kimberly Dexter 1
Mariejuanita D. Digioia *
Jamie C. Dimeo *
Donald A. Dragon Jr.
Thomas E. DuBois t*
Kerri L. Duffy

Julia D. Epley t

Jennifer A. Erice *

Melanie A. Fontaine t

Valerie A. Fontaine T**

John Fitzgerald Fontes T

Cynthia E. Gaudet t*

Kari J. Geisler **
Presidential Scholar
General Education Honors
Bertha Christina Andrews
Emin Award (Outstanding
Achievement)

Laurie J. Gervasini

Belinda D. Gilleo **

Holly L. Gilman t

Lindsay M. Gloria **

Janice L. Gomes **

Noelle J. Gomes *

Alexandria A. Grande T**

John A. Greene Ill *

Katelyn F. Guignard

Don S. Haining *

Kristin M. Hall **

Lydel A. Hall
Alice K. Pellegrino
Music Education Award

Kelly E. Hersey t**

Leah F. Hogan t***
Health & Physical Education Award

Sabra L. Integlia *

Lisa J. Jachym

Justin V. Jackvony

Sunil Jagannath *

Sarah R. Jeffrey

Lori A. Johnson **

Leah R. Jones *

Gail M. Kaemmerlen **

Meaghan E. King t*

Nicole E. Kinnel

Kaila M. Kittell *

Renee E. Larue 1

Amy Laudon *

Keith Lazarski *

Amanda J. Leandro T**

Rebecca Lee T

Lea J. Legault t*

Sarah L. Lennox t*

Raymond R. Leveille Jr.

Lauren M. Lombardi **

Luisa H. Lopes

Carlos M. Lopez

Casie L. Lyons *

Laura J. Marabello *

Peter A. Marino T**

Danielle L. Marquis

Marisa A. Marraffino

Amanda L. Martins t*

Audrey C. Massart **
Presidential Scholar

Christine E. Mathis **

Cashel E. Maxwell

Sean C. McClelland T

Maureen H. McDevitt *

Erin C. McGinnis T**
Mary Alice Grellner Educational
Studies Senior Award

Lindsay G. McGovern

Marissa A. Miller T

Christina M. Modelane *

Mikaela E. Mollohan

John F. Mongillo T

Mary L. Moran

Olga C. Morel *

Tracy A. Morgan t**
Elisa F. Bonaventura Award

Katherine R. Moriarty **

Erin M. Murray

Dacia E. Nelson t*

Julia M. Nelson

Lisa M. Normandin **
Presidential Scholar

Jason T. Oldham t

Jessica L. Ouellette *

Nicholas J. Overy t*

Rebecca J. Paige T***
Presidential Scholar
General Education Honors

Richard A. Palazzo *

Amy A. Palmer *

Danielle R. Paolantonio ***

Crystal T. Paolucci

Jonathan J. Passarelli

Catherine I. Peabody

Stefanie L. Pera T

Cristina M. Pforr T

Meghan A. Piedmonte

David M. Planka

Kathryn A. Plasse **

Kyla M. Polak **
Presidential Scholar
General Education Honors

Megan R. Ponte T*

Sopha I. Prak t

Sarah L. Primiano **

Joshua E. Procaccianti T**

Jennifer L. Prusko *

Jessica P. Puerini t*

Erin M. Randall *

Rosemarie Randall T*

Aimee L. Reed t

Darlene C. Remuck t*

Melissa C. Ricci T*

Kristen L. Rich t***

Joseph A. Ruggieri *

Brianne E. Ryan t*

Peter A. Ryan t**
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Jennifer T. Saccoccio T**

Lisa M. Salisbury *

Kara L. Sarcione *

Lisa A. Sciacca *

Holly K. Scott T**

Julie A. Seitsinger *

Cassandra Sherman *

Kristen L. Sherman t

Joanna N. Siino T

Ckarla E. Silva

Troy D. Silvia **

Brandi A. Skaling t*

Melissa M. Skodras

Dana J. Skorupa *

Traci-Lyn Smith **
Presidential Scholar
General Education Honors

Christina M. Spicola **

Alyson P. St Amand *

Jared J. Starnino **

Sonya M. Stenovitch 1**

Tovah E. Stevenson **

Drew J. Stowik T

Amanda A. Sutcliffe 1
Presidential Scholar

Jaina E. Tasca **

Jacob P. Tasho 1

Leslie A. Tirocchi ***
Elementary Education Award

Jill M. Tortolani

Adam P. Tracy

Jennifer L. Valentine *

Marisa S. Vieira T

Alison M. Washington ¥

Lesley A. Wasilewski

Melissa F. Wasser

Jessica L. Williams

Susan M. Wood

Megan J. Wordell 1*

SCHOOL OF SOCIAL
WORK
Bachelor of Social Work
Dorcas N. Annoh
Shera D. Baker *
Crystal G. Ballou
Kimberley A. Bergeron
Kathryn E. Carney **
Sandra J. Chito **
Anthony E. Ricci
Social Work Practice Award
Anthony M. Coles
Heather E. Curley
Karissa L. D’Ambra *
Chad S. Gaetano
Bridget M. Hjerpe
Margarita Jaramillo
Katherine A. Jaswell
Josefina Jimenez
Cassie A. Katon T
Colleen M. Kelley **
Dawn P. Kentish
Rose Butler Browne Award
Elizabeth B. Larkin
Erica J. Lewis
Sandra M. Lopes
Jill A. Manni
Latrice M. McKinney
Erica C. Mitchell *
Alexandra E. Murphy *
Presidential Scholar
Roshell R. Neal
Mara R. Olink
Renee J. Ouellette
Carine Piersaint
Pamela C. Rounds
Amanda J. Sagarin **
Bachelor of Social Work
Community Service Award
Katrina Smith
Kimberly M. Smith
Holli-Jean Souza
Karin Suazo *
Jhony A. Torres
Joseph T. Wilkinson
Michaela A. Wnuk *
Chloe R. Wyman **
Micaela B. Zubrisky **

SCHOOL OF
MANAGEMENT
Bachelor of Arts
Gregory C. Barber
Andrew E. Burke t
Nicole C. Carota T
Allison N. Cresci *
Jessica L. Doyle
John J. Fruscella T
Allen A. Garzone Jr.
Jam Luong
Brad Simonds *
Wall Street Journal Award

Bachelor of Science
Georges Abkar
Kristin L. Ahearn *
Andrea L. Albertinit
Joao T. Almeida t*
Brian M. Andrade *
Karim Arias *
Kwaku Y. Armah
Felix K. Awaitey
Shaun M. Barry
Jeffrey T. Beland T
Rocio J. Beras
Kenneth Best t*

2007 UNDERGRADUATE DEGREE RECIPIENTS

Kristin N. Bianco *
David N. Bibeault
Eva M. Bird ***
Russell C. Bizier Jr.
Tracy L. Blackham
Lee F. Bonaldi 1
Melissa A. Bouchard **
Victor L. Brantley
Dawn M. Bremilst
Emily R. Briggs *
Andrew J. Bubolz
Jessica L. Cabral T**
Presidential Scholar
Anthony Capraro
Jeffrey A. Carreiro
Lauren A. Chiarini
Kimberly M. Choplin t***
Jessica A. Cirillo T
Allison N. Clark
Michael A. Colucci
Rebecca A. Colucci *
Jacqueline A. Costa
Richard J. Costa Jr.
Allison N. Cresci *
Jennifer L. Cruz
Anthony W. DaFonseca
Sean M. Dame
Robert P. DaSilva t*
Vanusa C. Debrito
Raymundo De La Cruz
Heather C. Demacedo T
Christina M. DeRita **
Kalidou Diop *
Jessica L. Doyle
Kinsey J. Durgin
John E. Hetherman Award
Daniela D’Urso
Alain G. Edouard
Kristina L. Enright *
Laura R. Enright
Alexis Fajardo
Eto O. Falola
Katherine M. Fayle
Suely Ferreira t
Nelson J. Fox T
Roland E. Gemayel
Jacqueline C. Giroux
Joshua J. Goding
Timothy C. Golembeske T
Elissa V. Golomb
Marcia R. Gomes
Paola A. Gutierrez T
Adel J. Hallak
Geoffrey A. Henry *
Justin A. Hernandez *
Amy D. Hickey
Jessica N. Hill ***
Stephen T. Houle
Robert M. Hutchinson
Jennifer A. lacoi
Carissamarie G. llidan
Joshua T. Johnson *
William Johnston
Kirk D. Kaszyk *
Outstanding Student Award
(Computer Information Systems)
Larwuo F. Kaykay
Mercy K. Kimanthi **
Outstanding Student Award
(Accounting)
Anna V. Kozhemyako T
Murette Laguerre
Jonathan D. Lamothe t*
Presidential Scholar
Katie M. Lane
Kristy L. Langille
Nicole M. Laquale
Craig J. Larson
Lynne C. Lasky *
Presidential Scholar
Kevin E. Liberty
John M. Lombardo T
Valery Lopez
Jaime L. Macari **
Garrett S. Mancieri
Erin L. Marshall
Gina M. Mattera ***
Outstanding Student Award
(Marketing)
Jorge H. Mejia
Michael E. Melucci
Karen V. Mendez-Carlson
Nayla L. Menard
Sara-Ann Merritt *
Erin E. Moffett
Joanne M. Moitoza **
Aaron M. Molina
Claudia A. Montilla
Anca |. Morar T
Fares J. Mouawad
Iseber F. Munoz
Michael P. Naylor
Kristy E. Nix
Patricia A. Nunes *
Rosemarie O’Connor
Melissa S. Oliveira
Henry O. Olstynski Jr.
Natalia Y. Ovalles **
Jason J. Pagano
Varoujan Panosyan T
Justin A. Paquette
William E. Pardoe Il T*
Grenely R. Paulino 1
Daniel A. Pelicano t**
Ross W. Pelletier
Shana M. Peluso

Eric J. Pena T
Kayla M. Pereira
Nicholas J. Pereira
Anibal Perez
Aaron M. Petti T
Jennifer L. Piasecki t*
Presidential Scholar
Esther L. Picon
Melissa L. Pina t**
Presidential Scholar
General Education Honors
Vanda H. Pina t
Erika Lynn Pinheiro
Aleksandra M. Potega *
Richard P. Pumple
Ellen H. Rinehart *
Brad A. Robinson *
Michael P. Romanski
Kayla A. Ruggieri t**
John Silva Memorial
Scholastic Award
Farid Sabzalipour
Gisselle C. Santana t*
Gregory J. Serafin T
Michael A. Shruhan
Shruti Shubham
Brad Simonds *
Wall Street Journal Award
Luke E. Soroka
Daniel J. Sowa *
Christopher John Studdert
Sokkanya Sum
Amde A. Tegbaru *
Erin J. Trimble **
Matthew W. Valcourt *
Matthew R. Vincent
Stephen W. Vinton
Katherine N. Walsh
Frank M. Winthrop
Sarah A. Wojtyto
Ab Yang t
Dji Yang
Justin A. Zexter
John M. Zuba

SCHOOL OF NURSING
Bachelor of Science in
Nursing
Adebola C. Adelaiye
Mojisola O. Afolabi *
Andrea D. Amado *
Christie Andrade ***
Presidential Scholar
Nursing Award
— Undergraduate
(Academic Excellence)
Shannon L. Artese
Eric M. Bates *
Kirsten L. Baughan 1
Jessica L. Benevides *
Gail L. Bergeron
Ann M. Bernardo 1
Barbara J. Bird ***
Nursing Award —
Undergraduate
(Registered Nurse)
Erika L. Blakey t
Rose M. Blaney t
Stephanie T. Boisvert T
Michelle D. Bouchard
Cheryl B. Bourdony ***
Jennifer M. Brierley
Dawn M. Britto **
Regina A. Brule **
Jessica Bryant t**
Rachael L. Caldwell
Angela M. Card
Ilidia M. Cardoso *
Courtney A. Carrera T
Kelly-Lynn M. Castle **
Janice A. Clark
Jenna C. Coelho **
Stacy M. Coletti *
Susan L. Cooney f***
Ashley E. Correia t
Lynda M. D’Alessio *
Erica M. Damiano T
Marion M. Ddamulira *
Kathleen A. Delfino **
Lori A. Denomme *
Julie A. Dick t**
Kelly A. Dilorio *
Patricia M. DiOrio*
Alyssa N. Doty
Karla M. Dutra T
Dawn M. Dyer
Ejiofor L. Ebele
Stacey V. Fasteson *
Lara M. Faustino
KellyAnn G. Florentino
Christine A. Furtado T
Julie A. Garceau t*
Clyde E. Gardner
Rebecca A. Garofalo t
Aimee S. Garthee *
Anne M. Gatabaki T
Kristen A. Gemma **
Justine E. Glaude *
Diane M. Gomes T
Sandra A. Gomez T
Melissa L. Guilmain t*
Nicole P. Gum *
Donna B. Guray t
Julia B. Harvey

T January 2007 Graduate
* Cum Laude

** Magna Cum Laude
*** Summa Cum Laude
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Christina L. Hawkins
Elise M. Hebert T
Nancy G. Hull T
Kimberly A. lannotti **
Cathy S. Insana
James F. Jeff 111 t*
Anne E. Kelley *
Jessica |. Kemble *
Denise M. Kennedy T
Eleanor N. Killi
Melinda M. Kirk T
Sherry E. Kuma *
Murette Laguerre t*
Carisa A. LaPlante
Lenard Lemieux t*
Jill N. Lennox *
Jillian F. Leonard T
Kimberly A. Luckett *
Bolaji I. Makanjuola T
Rhonda M. Manco t
Crystal E. Martin *
Andrea J. Mason
Jennifer M. Massud
Angela L. Matarese
Jennifer L. McBride **
Presidential Scholar
Susan A. McCarter **
Frandisha M. Mellish
Valerie Monteiro *
Nola A. Monti t***
Vanessa Munoz
Jillian A. Nickerson
Carla-Marie Niro T*
Anthony N. Njoroge T
Margaret L. Norris T
Maritza E. Perez
Anita N. Perron **
Natalie L. Pierce t**
Andrea L. Piette t
Tracy J. Pinto
Kelly M. Plante t
Alexandra M. Rego
Fritzie G. Rene 1
Amie J. Richard **
Irma V. Richardson
Suzanne H. Richmond
Jessica L. Rivet*
Nursing Award
—Undergraduate
(Service Excellence)
Nicole M. Robillard *
Claire H. Rodriguez **
Stephanie A. Rodriguez
Janet L. Rousseau
Brenard Rowe
Baccalaureate Degree
Jessica A. Roy **
Anne W. Russell *
Nicole Sampson T*
Karina Santos *
Presidential Scholar
Kathryn J. Savasta t
Carrie L. Sawyer t**
Lois L. Scacco t*
Roger M. Scungio t*
Jillian M. Short
Jennifer L. Silva T
Varfeeta Sirleaf
Katrina D. Sivo
Sarah B. Smith
Emma G. St. Germain T***
Jennifer M. St. Germain **
Karen J. Steve
Kristen M. Studley
Meridith G. Sunday *
Melissa A. Swanson *
Erin B. Swift t**
Carla M. Tammelleo t*
Esther O. Tella
Janet C. Testoni 1**
Janet A. Tetreault *
Edean Villa **
Corene L. White
Amy J. Williams t***
Keisha S. Williams t*
Kathleen M. Williamson
Lynn P. Woodmansee t

FACULTY OF ARTS AND
SCIENCES
Bachelor of Arts
Charbel Abounajem
Ronnelle S. Adams
Ajman A. Adil *
Nathalie D. Adolphe
Artemis M. Agadakos
Nichole L. Aguiar *
Andrew T. Algarin
Elizabeth J. Allder t**
Mark D. Allenson t***
Tyler A. Almeida
Jessica H. Almond
Marcus P. Alves
Sandra G. Alves
Matthew R. Amore
Gregg T. Anderson
Adam R. Andreozzi
Andy M. Andujar
Jennifer A. Apollonio T
Kristy M. Arnold
Diane P. Ascencao
Brian D. Auxier
William K. Awopeju-Williams t
Maegan L. Ayers
Nasia Bachman-Streitfield **
Julie M. Bacon **
Honors in English
Marie B. Baguchinsky
John T. Baier ***
Christopher R. Mitchell Award
Justin A. Baillargeron T

Presidential Scholar
Larinda D. Baker
Alyssa L. Balasco
Daniel C. Barletta
Jennifer M. Bartley *
Brian E. Bass T**
Jennifer A. Beargeon 1*
Catherine A. Beaubien
Elenora Ben-Shidah
Bridget M. Bender 1*
Brendan J. Benequisto
Thomas R. Bentley T
Anthony T. Bernard *
Analee A. Berretto **
Charles R. Berube *

Richard A. Howland Computer

Science Award
Krystal L. Bessette *
Kristen L. Biello
Ruth D. Blanco
Stephanie L. Bobola
Michael Bonora **

Presidential Scholar
Matthew J. Borges
Michael S. Botelho t*
Rebecca L. Boulanger *

Presidential Scholar
Erica J. Boutelle *
Lauren M. Bouthillier T
Marckenzie J. Boutin
Rose A. Bowden **

Thomas J. Howell Award
William P. Bowley Jr. T
Alyssa M. Braddock
Matthew C. Brannon 1
Jonathan P. Brennan ***

Presidential Scholar

General Education Honors
Breezy N. Bringhurst **

Communications Achievement

Award (Speech and Hearing)
Kimberly M. Broccoli 1
Emily Bromberg T
Danielle L. Brooks
Lauren E. Brown
Lystra M. Brown
Maggie S. Brown **
Theron M. Brown
Alicia M. Buffi
Heather L. Burke T
Christina M. Burley

Presidential Scholar
Steven J. Bustamante
Michael C. Butler
Trina M. Bynum t**
Helder S. Cabral
Jason Cabral *

Rhode Island College

Theatre Award
Alicia M. Caito
Stacy A. Cameron
Christopher L. Campopiano
Kara M. Cancelliere
Nicole R. Cannata
Elisa M. Capaldi *
lan C. Cappelano
Donna L. Carchia ***
Everton L. Carter
Oneika D. Castro t***

Mark W. Estrin Film Studies Award
Andrew P. Cerullo
Sellina R. Chabot
Devon-Jeanne D. Chace
Joseph K. Chagnon **

Presidential Scholar
Mitzi V. Chandler *
Heather W. Chapman t*
Leonard V. Chaves Jr. T
Andrea M. Cheli *
Sun-He Chong
Christopher J. Clegg *
Nicole Coggins *

Irene C. Colin T

Scott R. Comparetto
Amanda L. Comprone T
Lindsey A. Conklin *
John B. Conlin ***
Eben E. Conopask T**
Stephanie E. Conrad **
Nyisha Conry

Jill A. Cook 1*

Studio Art Award
Kristin M. Cook T**
Rachel R. Cooper T
Samuel A. Coren t*
Michael J. Corey *
Julissa I. Coss *

Kirsten J. Couture *

Gina Y. Covino

Jill P. Crawford T

Tammy M. Crepeau-D’Amico T
Alex J. Crotteau

Melissa A. Crowley

Rose C. Crudden

Rachelle Y. Cyr t*

Presidential Scholar

General Education Honors
Nelida M. Da Graca T
Ashley E. Dallaire *
Victoria L. Dalpe
Celeste M. Damadio t
Marc R. Daniels *
Amanda L. Danis t**
Angela M. Dauphinais*
Rosalynn Davila
Jillian M. Dean *

Jan F. DeAngelis ***
Sara A. DeCesare
Shawn P. Dehart
Itamar J. De La Cruz
Jamie L. Dellorco *

Sean T. DeLong T
Stephanie E. Dequattro
Sarah E. Dereniuk
Ryan D. Desisto *
Rachel A. Desmarais
Donna M. Dethomas
Kelly L. Devany *
Megan M. Dibonaventura t*
Presidential Scholar
Steven D. Diformato
Andrea J. Dill **
Andrew M. Dimatteo T
Allison L. Dimbleby **
Mia M. Diraimo
Amanda DiSanto t*
General Education Honors
Kinga M. Dobrzycki
Danielle J. Dobson t
Dianna D. Dodge
Claire E. Donovan
Jill 1. Donovan *
Weedor P. Dorbor
Stephnie J. Dos Reis
Jenna M. Dowd *
Patrick J. Doyle ***
Honors in Psychology
Victoria Lederberg
Psychology Award
Kimberly D. Drape *
Jennifer M. Drummond *
Melissa S. DuBreuil
Leanne R. Dube 1
Presidential Scholar
Kelli K. Dubuc
Diana M. Ducharme
Kathryn E. Dumoulin **
Presidential Scholar
Stephanie A. Eliason T
Christopher T. Engelhardt
Ashley Ernest
Rena M. Esan
Peggie A. Facker **
Jillian M. Fain
Priscila B. Falcao **
Heather R. Fallone
Alexander S. Fanning
Cheryl A. Faria **
Andrew Farias *
Presidential Scholar
Brian D. Farley
Christina M. Farley
Zachary |. Farley
Presidential Scholar
Kara E. Feeney
Erin R. Ferenbaugh **
Sarah E. Fernandes t
Amonda M. Feyisitan T
Alicia L. Field 1
Jennie Figliola **
Alisha M. Finlay **
Presidential Scholar
Denis P. Fitzgerald *
Alicia K. Fitzpatrick
Shawn Flanagan
Jodie Fletcher
Francesca M. Florio **
Ellen T. Ford
Keith J. Ford
Dina M. Fortes
Juliet M. Fowler
Shannon L. Franklin
Christine A. Furtado
Laura M. Fusco T
Amanda Gagnon
Presidential Scholar
Deirdre M. Galluzzo
Ryan W. Gardiner
Jose F. Gaspar *
Presidential Scholar
Donna M. Gemma **
Lindsey Gentile *
Nicole J. Giambusso **
Jennifer N. Giblin
Brian P. Giordano
Kerry L. Giorgi T*
Thomas J. Gleckman
Tracy L. Glover *
Rebecca L. Godin
Janice L. Gomes **
Marcia R. Gomes
Toni M. Gomes
Alvaro G. Gonzalez
Danielle M. Goralnik
Judith M. Gough *
Rachel J. Gourdin
Michele D. Graf
Celeste N. Grant
Audra Victoria Gravel
Tara L. Graves
Lisa A. Gregory
Bonnie L. Griffin
Daniel P. Griffin **
Elana R. Gromet
Kami M. Grudzien
John F. Hafner
Tessalina S. Halpern
General Education Honors
Kathryn A. Hamel *
Melissa J. Hamilton *
Michael E. Hammond **
Caitlyn S. Hardy
Jennifer D. Harrison
Eric T. Hayes
Christopher P. Higgins
Katherene R. Hofstetter t**
Elizabeth A. Holloway
Sheri L. Hooton
Katrina S. Horsch **
Presidential Scholar
Rebecca D. Hurlbut
Alexis L. lannotti

Sarah E. Insana

Lauren M. Interlini

Stephanie lzzi *
Presidential Scholar
College Honors
General Education Honors
Honors in Biology
W. Christina Carlson Award

Sarah R. Jeffrey

Isatou S. Jeng **

Herbert R. Winter Award for

Academic Excellence in

Political Science
Katie L. Jones **
Melissa A. Jones
Robert F. Jordan
Abdelaziz Jrida
Zdenko Juskuv **

Honors in English
Aniela Kaczmarzyk *
Sofia Kalyan *

Robert E. Kaplan t

Kenneth R. Kard 111

Mary J. Karn **

Meghan A. Kelly t*
Presidential Scholar
General Education Honors

Laurie A. Keough

Janelle S. Kern T

Nicole A. Kingma *

Michael D. Kinnane

Melinda M. Kirk T

Amy L. Klegraefe

Rebekah S. Knowlton

Lauren E. Kondian

Adetoro I. Kottun t

Theodore J. Krapf

Kerri A. Kreuter

Ryan D. Labbe

Timothy G. Labonte

Meghan E. Labossiere *

Kristen M. LaFazia T

Sarah A. Lafferty *

Kristy A. Lageroos **

Lori J. Lamphere

Mary Langlois *

Yetta Rauch Melcer Dance Award
Ryan C. Lantini T
Thomas R. Lapierre
Elizabeth A. Lareau
Michelle A. Laroche ***
Ashleigh T. Lavallee *
Audra A. Lavoie t*
Matthew J. Lavoie t*
Jennifer A. LeClair
Marco T. Leclerc *

Keri C. Lee

Allison R. Lefebvre t

Keri-ann Leighton-Fialho

Lelia R. Leite *

Matthew E. Lennon t

Patti J. Lennox t***

James Leonard

David M. Lepage T

Dana P. Lesperance

Abel A. Lima Jr. T*

Robert C. Lima

Tracy B. Lohrs T

Christopher A. Long *

Hugo S. Lopes T

Meliza F. Lopes **

Denise Lowell

Diana J. Lozano t***
Certificate of Nonprofit Studies

Selaina M. Lupo

Amanda D. Machado ***
Presidential Scholar
College Honors
General Education Honors
Honors in English

Jeffrey L. Machado

Nicole L. MacKay

Christopher C. MacKenzie

Jessica L. Magellan

John T. Magner T

Matthew R. Malkasian

Tara B. Marchant
Evelyn Walsh Prize

Alyssa A. Marcoux *

Agnieszka Marczak ***
Presidential Scholar
College Honors
General Education Honors
Honors in Anthropology
James Houston Award in
Anthropology
Eleanor M. McMahon Award

Felecia C. Marino

Debra A. Marks T

Sherry M. Marques ***
Peter Jeffrey Archambault
Memorial Award

Elizabeth A. Marra

Sharon L. Martinez

Jeremy C. Martins

Michael L. Masciarelli
Presidential Scholar

Jenna L. Masse

Donna M. Massey

Melissa L. Mastro

Jodi R. Matsinger t

Diane I. Mattera T

Nicole F. Mattes t

Jonathan M. Matteson

Jill-Ann Mattis t

Marc C. Mauro

Abiola K. Mayowa 1

Daniel M. McCabe t

Scott A. McCall T

Patrick M. McCarthy Il

Joel D. McCoy *

Marc B. McDonald

Vanessa L. McDougall T

William P. McGloin Jr. *

Sarah J.F. McGovern **

Roger R. McKenna

Latrice M. McKinney

Jacqueline S. McLaughlin

Tristan K. Medeiros

Joan M. Mekuto **

Mary J. Mello *

Patrice A. Melo

Meghan E. Merlino

Stephen J. Merriman **
Communications Achievement
Award (Graphics)

Jeremy D. Messinger **
Presidential Scholar
College Honors
General Education Honors
Honors in Justice Studies
Mary Ann Hawkes Award
in Justice Studies

Monika N. Messore ***
Presidential Scholar
General Education Honors

David G. Micallef

George P. Microulis

Tigran Mikaelian t**

Cory B. Milone

Jorma M. Mimande

Meghan K. Mimnaugh *

Robert A. Minger t

Bradley C. Moore

Lina M. Morales

Christy J. Moretti t*

Alicia Morgan

Donna J. Morgan

William R. Morgan **
Presidential Scholar
General Education Honors
Honors in Physics
Departmental Physics Award
Ronald J. Boruch Award

Shawn P. Morrell
Presidential Scholar

Maryssa A. Morse **

Elizabeth D. Motta T***

Michelle M. Moynihan *
Communications Achievement
Award (Public and Professional)

Taalibah A. Muhammad

James C. Murphy

Michael Muschiano *

Rachelle A. Myllymaki *

Amanda M. Nadeau **
Presidential Scholar
College Honors
General Education Honors
Honors in Justice Studies
Mary Ann Hawkes Award
in Justice Studies

Maria J. Nadeau *

David J. Nacci

Vanada K. Nanthavongsa

Jason R. Nelson t

Lisa A. Neri

Jennifer L. Nerney t

Marco C. Neves

Megan V. Newport *

Andrew D. Nicolaides
Presidential Scholar

Benjamin Nightingale

Jamie L. Noiles

Alexis L. Nunes t**
Lauris B. Whitman Award
in Sociology

Amelia N. Nyemah

Kelly A. O’Brien

Lawrence B. O’Brien ***

Caitlin E. O’Connell t

Susan L. Octeau t

Laura D. Ogasian

Erin E. O’Hanian

Michelle I. Oliveira T

Justine M. Olson *

Michael P. O’Mara t***

Jessy Ortiz

Celina L. Ospina **

Michael J. Owens

Daniel J. Pacheco ***

Tanya S. Paige

Mary Palazzo

Nicholas J. Palazzo

Melissa A. Papino t

Lauren L. Paradis T

William C. Pare

Jennifer L. Parenteau *

Lindsey R. Parrett T*

Meredith M. Passey *

Elizabeth A. Pasternack **

Patricia A. Patriarca *

Carla C. Patricio *

Derek J. Pavao t

Serena Payano T

Jenny Perez

Edward Perry 111

Christine M. Petrarca **

Michael J. Phelan

Juan M. Pichardo

Jessica L. Place

Eric D. Plante *

Timothy F. Poblocki t

Michelle A. Poirier

Vannak Pouk

Stephanie M. Prairie T
Presidential Scholar

Sophea D. Prak

Faith A. Principe

Ryan J. Procopio *

Stephen J. Profirio 1

Robert M. Prout

Andrea N. Pukulis *
Tauquir Puthawala **

Presidential Scholar

College Honors

General Education Honors

Honors in Biology
Anthony Rainone
Amie-Nacole Ramaglia
Bervery Ramos
Michael T. Raposa
Jennifer L. Rapoza
Danielle 1. Rathier
Jennifer L. Reagan 1
Anthony D. Rebello
Nicole M. Rego
Neal Rei *

Presidential Scholar
Thomas J. Remington
Daniel Reyes **
Katharine M. Ricci *
Kati E. Ricci
Laura C. Riccio
Shanna L. Richard **

Presidential Scholar
Gregory J. Richter ***
Elizabeth G. Rivas
Clara I. Rivera t
Josue F. Rodas
Gabriel Rodriguez *
Stefanie M. Rodriguez T
Alicia G. Roque **

Presidential Scholar

College Honors

General Education Honors

Honors in Communications

Communications Achievement

Award (Telecommunications)
Amber L. Rork
Jetzabel Rosado
Brittany N. Rosen *

Presidential Scholar

General Education Honors

Honors in Justice Studies
Karla E. Ruotolo
Justin T. Rutkiewicz
Adam Saccoccio
Ashley R. Sadlier

Honors in Communications
Amber M. Safari
James S. Safford
Janeann Samuel *
Joquebede Miriam Sanca

Tegu Polyglot Award
Jean-Baptiste Sankara **
Carolann Santis-Tefft
Jonathan M. Santoro *
Marcia M. Santos
Sarah A. Satterlee

Jean Garrigue Award
Hollie L. Saunders
Kaleena L. Schanck
Amanda J. Schiavulli
Ryan E. Schroeder
Daniel A. Sciotti *

Eric J. Scuncio

Presidential Scholar
Kristin A. Segura
Michael T. Sellechio *

Presidential Scholar
Adam T. Shalvey *
Kassidy R. Sharp *
Nadezhda A. Shcherbakova T
Anna E. Shea *

Joshua J. Shireman
Melissa L. Signore **
Eric C. Silva

Kevin E. Silva
Rosmarie A. Silva *
Sharill Silverio T
Stephen A. Silvia
Sabrina J. Simone
Martin P. Siravo T
Katrina D. Sivo

Peter J.L. Sleicher T
Brad E. Smith
Ronald E. Smith 1l
Thomas Sollecito T*
David G. Sorafine
Christopher R. Sorel ***
Amnath T. Souvannarath ***
Kelly M. Souza

Marc A. Spardello *
Christopher L. Sperling
Paul J. Spetrini Jr.
Alexis R. St. Clair
Shebna St. Louis
Cheryl D. Stabile T
Brian Stanko

Corrin A. Stelle
Joshua M. Stiness
Pamala K. Stricklin *
Karin Suazo *
William J. Sweeney
James A. Sylvia
Karen A. Sylvia t***

Honors in English
Bruce D. Taraska
Kimberly M. Tebow *
Barry J. Tedder
Kyle C. Teixeira
Matthew A. Tente **
Jerome R. Thompson
Jennifer L. Tilley
Chelsey E. Tobin *

Presidential Scholar
Dahiana E. Torres *
Robin Toste **

Art History Award
Talitha J. Tozier **
Nicole T. Trafford
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Scott A. Trainor *
Presidential Scholar
Kathryn N. Tremblay
Nathanael Tronerud **
Cantor Jacob Hohenemser Award
Yelena A. Trubitsyna *
Brian N. Trupiano
Michael A. Truppi *
Presidential Scholar
General Education Honors
Victoria L. Tyan T
Matthew W. Valcourt *
Michele A. Valcourt
Christian W. Vargas *
Elmer V. Vargas ***
Nelson A. Guertin Memorial
Award—Spanish
Haigouhi Vartanian *
Leslie R. Vieira T
Michael J. Vignale 1
Nicholas A. Vincelette
Kimberly R. Violante *
Brenda L. Viveiros T
Malia J. Wallace-Mello ***
Communications Achievement
Award (Public Relations)
Kate W. Warburton *
Brett S. Warner
Noreen S. Wasti t*
General Education Honors
Shanna L. Watier
Robert F. Weber
Presidential Scholar
Mary D. Wedlock **
Leah E. Weimann
Laura D. Welch **
Michelle L. Westbrook
Scott W. Westcott *
Pamela L. White *
Matthew E. Wilchynski
Kristina M. Wilkicki *
Steven J. Williamson
Stephan H. Winsor
Vincent F. Wolf
Ashleigh D. Wood
James F. Wood 1**
Jonathan Wright
Kensuke Yamagishi *
Kristen A. York
Chantal A. Zangari
Wendy M. Zinno *
Micaela B. Zubrisky **

Bachelor of Fine Arts
Lynne D. Asselin *
James Austin *
Colby T. Cook T
Jill A. Cook t*
Studio Art Award
Erika M. Dillon t**
Presidential Scholar
General Education Honors
Bertha Christina Andrews Emin
Award (Scholastic Excellence)
Jessica T. George T*
Graham L. Heffernan
Kathryn E. Huot **
Sarah A. lrwin T**
Michael T. Kachanis *
Caitlin E. Magner t*
Jason D. Pacheco
Kyla T. Pearson t**
Nicholas A. Perry T
Kayleigh L. Speck *
Tovah E. Stevenson **
Kathryn E. Sykes

Bachelor of General Studies
Deborah L. Bell

Matthew R. Buteau T
Rosanne Cedroni *

Jane E. King

Anthony A. Martone Jr. T
Jennifer A. Nabar t*
Gregory O. Passano

Susan M. St. Amand

Bachelor of Music
in Performance
Brett Boudreau *
Angela C. Garcia t*
Kate M. Norigian
Douglas J. Tella t

Bachelor of Science

Gennadiy N. Berezutskiy

Krystal L. Bessette *

Carrie A. Funk *

Alex Gorman

Kathryn A. Hamel *

Meliza F. Lopes **

Patrice A. Melo

Jorma M. Mimande t

Louis J. Ricci **
General Education Honors
Honors in Computer Science
Richard A. Howland Computer
Science Award

Melissa L. Signore **

Thomas J. Watson **
General Education Honors
American Institute of Chemists Award

Kevin J. Wilson

CERTIFICATE OF ADVANCED
GRADUATE STUDY
Mental Health Counseling
Cynthia Almonacy

Kristine L. Carey

Tammy L. Cirioni T

Janis M. Douglas

Katie Christman Kroll T
Christine A. Mattera T
Meredith Mello

Linda O’Malley

Jacqueline M. Rita T
Denise J. Rodriguez 1
Kelly M. Ryan

School Psychology
Kathryn M. Alario
Philip J. Allessi
Alyson L. Cunha
Pamela A. Jensen
Ashlee A. LaFauci
Amanda Pasquazzi

MASTER OF FINE ARTS
IN THEATRE

Aaron C. Andrade

Aimee L. Bouchard

James M. Calitri

Angelica Cardente-Vessella
Elizabeth C. Cunha

MASTER OF
SOCIAL WORK
Sara A. Almy

Maria E. Anderson
Judith A. Asermely
Sheri L. Brown
Christine C. Cardoza
Jorge M. Cevallos
Catherine A. Cochran
Candice L. Corrao
Sherri H. Daigle
Joseph Downey Favali
Mae N. Fayer

Korie A. Fernandes
Margaret B. Froiseth
Susanne Greschner
Melissa Grisi

Laurie A. Harris
Karen J. Heath
Melissa R. Hebert
Susan M. Houle T
Erin J. Hunt

Heather J. Johnson-LaFreniere
Jessica L. Klein
Pamela B. Lacerda
Amy L. Lagasse
Rachel F. Legend
Ana l. Lopes

Stacey L. Magowan
Dawn M. Maguire
Brian Maloney
Renee J. McNeilly
Antonette L. Mello
Jaime A. Mendez
Ana Maria Mendizabal
David C. Michaud
Kerri L. Mowbray
Molli G. Mullen
Kristy N. Olivet-Gallo
Kirsten S. Poole
Rose A. Quigley
Michele S. Ramos
Joseph K. Reardon
Carly B. Rivers
Ericka L. Sam
Sharon H. Schwartz
Meeckral D. Searight
Stephanie M. Simone
Cheryl G. Swensen
Katie E. Tarentino
Shana I. Tartaglia
Amy F. Trow

Karen E. Whitehead T
Tracy L. Williams
Abbie R. Wolf-Cohen

MASTER OF ARTS
Art Education
Gary D. Deslauriers

Art/Media Studies
Uriah Donnelly

Jennifer A. Gaspar
Kimberly Gilroy Johnson
Teresa S. Lamberti
Edwin D. Requintina
Webster G. Terhune
Glenn S. Webber

Giselle Natasha York

Counseling

Anna Olivia Andrade
Carlos A. Avalos
Keith Bazin t
Shelley A. Beber 1
Marissa Ann Bellio
Jennifer S. Cole

Tara R. Costanzo
Laura Dellaire

Linda J. Gil T
Pamela K. Halligan
Katherine M. Halloran
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Deborah Haug t

Shawna E. lannotti 1
Meghan Kiley

Tricia Lynn Lanni

Peter C. Letendre T

Etmi Lopes

Jeffrey A. Marsella
Stephanie A. Mastropietro
Colleen Matarese

Jennifer Anne Marie Matrale
Jeffrey O. McFarland t
Lisa Marie Moreno

Mayra O. Peguero-Bueno t
Donna L. Perry

Lauren B. Rappoport T
Kiera Regan 1

Jennifer L. Silva

Joseph Silva t

Brandi L. Spencer

Wesam Wali

English
Julie Bowman

English / Creative Writing
Heather R. Bryant

Individualized Program
Russell Carrick

Edicta M. Grullon
Ann-Frances Hamill T

Mathematics
Sarah B. Arruda
Colleen M. Shaw Hyer

Psychology
Erin M. Mulligan
Barbara R. Seaglar

MASTER OF ARTS IN TEACHING

Art Education
Nicole Denise Duhamel T

Elementary Education
Dennis P. Almeida T

Amy Frances Archambault,
Joan L. Brown t
Barbi-Ann Burdick 1
Wendy Arabian Chapman
Maria J. Dias

Dyana E. DiMeo T

Julie A. Dodd t

Carol Faulkner t

Ilana B. Feinberg 1
Rebecca A. Fregeau T
Kelli A. Gillis t

Jenny Guzman

Erica Lynne Jacobsen T
Tracy M. Jacques

Sarah Leone Johnson
Tracey Nangle t

Laura Ann Nein

Paula M. Newmant

James William Kennedy Pearse

Heather J. Richards
Monique L. Rosiello T
Kristen Anne Saunders
Melissa Beth Terry 1

Secondary Education
Education / English
Kristen M. Killilea
Melissa B. Kusinitz
Kristin J. Russo
Stephanie E. Wheeler

Secondary Education
Education / Mathematics
Philip B. Johnson

Jessica L. Roberts T
Denise D. Trudeau

Secondary Education / Spanish

Cecile Benedicte Jones

MASTER OF EDUCATION
Elementary Education

Kate A. Canfield T

Cheryl L. Niquette

Elementary Education/ Early Childhood

Debra J. Clancy

Health Education
Maria E. Fazioli
Michael F. Gesmondi
Jill K. Mancuso
Rhonda L. Sexton

Individualized Program
Lauren E. Calabro t
Christine Thornton-Lepikko t

Reading

Joanne W. Abella
Sharon P. Beausoleil
Caroline Bellarosa
Michelle T. Boudreau
Marilyn M. Buchanan
Melissa Cohen
Tanya T. Deanseris
Danielle A. DelFarno
Jennifer L. Fleming
Shelly L. Goudreau t
Hollie A. Irving

Kerry A. Livingston
Patricia E. Lynch T
Kimberly A. Maratto
Philip McCormick
Heather L. McVeigh
Kristin M. Moreau
Helen E. Racine
Amy R. Rivet
Caroline S. Schwab 1
Michele A. Smith

School Administration
Mary N. Almeida
Jeanne C. Ballou
Jamie A. Berdy
Kathleen Hanley Caffrey
Robert F. Campion 111
John J. Castriotta
Claudia T. Couto
Thomas J. DelSanto
Mark B. Dengel
Susan Donovan
Claire Dumas

Lisa C. Freeman

Beth S. Hayes

Stacia M. Jackson
Jodi L. Kelley

Jon C. Lawson
Michael P. Martins
Marilyn A. Massey
Karen A. Mellen
Kristina L. Pereira
Michael Podraza

Lori Prazeres
Elizabeth M. Ward
Tracey L. Whitehead

Secondary Education
Denise Cotta-Fontana »
Frederick L. Feld 1
Debra A. Scarpelli t
Laurie A. Whitman T

Special Education
Audrey M. Desmarais

Special Education / Early Childhood

Jennifer L. Cohn
Susan M. McGrath
Laura E. Pugliese
Bonnie B. Ripstein
Jessica Vincent

Special Education / Elementary Special Needs

Ruth C. Donth
Jenifer E. Duggan T
Nicole Dee Gendron t
Deborah Weller

Special Education/Exceptional Learning Needs

Maryanna Lapati
Kristen L. Pina

Special Education /
Severe-Profound Disabilities
Deborah L. Arenberg

Lisa M. Mac Donald 1
Richard H. Jackson

Patricia R. McDevitt

Heather E. Palmer T

Andrea M. Procopio

Kelly J. Walton t

Special Education / Urban Multicultural

Deborah Armstrong
Sacha M. Austin
Sheila M. Boudreau
Alyson G. Falk
Donald C. 1zzo Jr.
Elise G. Moore

Sarah A. Mumford
Dustyn T. Sanger
Danielle B. Schwegler
Carol-Lynn Wilcox

Teaching English as a Second Language

Karen A. Calabro
Maria Isabel D’ Avila
Deejay Jason Dion
Abdelaziz Elmejdouby
Eileen M. Fiore
Ayako Kaihatsu

Sarah Reis

Rachel L. Toncelli t

Technology Education
Rebecca J. Horton 1
Keith R. Menard T

MASTER OF MUSIC EDUCATION

Marie S. Forte
Tara M. Rezendes

MASTER OF PROFESSIONAL
ACCOUNTANCY

Mario Da Silva T

Sheryl E. Detoyato t

Cheryl Dugas Ethier T

Ewa J. Kurpiewska

Joseph P. Murphy t

T January 2007 Graduate
* Cum Laude

** Magna Cum Laude
*** Summa Cum Laude
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It’s an annual tradition that creates unforgettable memories —
RIC’s commencement ceremonies. Among those marking the milestone
were Gov. Donald Carcieri (left), honorary degree recipients and members
of the R.I. Board of Governors for Higher Education (above, left), and
representatives of the College’s golden anniversary class of 1957 (below,
right). As is evident from this photo collage, everyone found a reason to
smile during undergrad and advanced degree exercises.
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