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WhatS New(s) at RIC 
New Admissions Head Is Spokesman for R IC 
Behind the familiar sign on 

the door that reads "Director of 
Admissions," behind the promotion­
a l brochures, the information ­
filled catalogs and the desk is 
James M. Colman . Recently ap­
pointed director of admissions, 
he replaces John S. Foley who was 
named executive director of Col­
lege Advancement and Support on 
June 5. 

A graduate of Villanova Uni­
versity, Colman was associate di­
rector of Admissions at the Col­
lege of Environmental Science and 
Forestry of the State University 
of New York, Syracuse. Prior to 
this post he was associate direc-

tor of Admissions at Siena College 
in Loudonville, New York. He 
earned a master's degree in pub­
lic administration this year at 
Syracuse University. 

As director of Admissions at 
RIC, he has the overall responsi­
bility of supervising the col­
lege's admission process. He is 
also involved with the development 
of informational programs and ma­
terials about RIC, as well as the 
dissemination of this information 
to prospective students, school 
guidance counselors, student advi­
sers and parents. 

(Continued on p age 2) 

James M. Colman, director of Admissions, discusses the 
college's admissions policies in his Roberts Hall office. 

-Photos by Peter P. Tobia 



RIC to Host Christmas 
Fiesta 

A celebration of Navi dad en 
Mex i c o will take place at Rhode 
Island College on Tuesday, Decem­
ber 5 from 1 to 5 p.m. Invita­
tions to the event have ½een ex­
tended to hLgh school students in 
the s tate by the sponsoring De­
partments of Anthropology/Geog­
raphy and Modern Languages. All 
members of the campus community 
are also invited to join in the 
celebration. RIC student groups 
participating include Anthropos, 
the Tri-lingual Society, Luso­
phile and the Latin American Stu­
dent Association (LASO). 

Festivities will get under­
way in the foyer of Roberts Hall 
at 1 p.m. with the traditional 
Mexican procession "Las Pos ad as" 
which commemorates Mary and 
Joseph's nine-day journey to 
Bethlehem. Participants will 
proceed to the Student Union Ball­
room where there will be singing 
of c antos de Navidad , "Christmas 
carol s ," and the breakin g of 
pinatas . Prizes will be awarded 
to the best pin a ta entered in a 
contest among the high school 
groups and the three best 
p i natas made by RIC students. 
Also included in the afternoon's 
activities will be group dancing 
and an anthropological display on 
Mexico. Typical Mexican food and 
refreshments will be served. 

Three additional events have 
been planned for the spring semes­
ter by the Modern Language and 
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Anthropology/Geography Depart­
ments. Each event will highlight 
the culture of an area whose lan­
guage is taught at RIC. 

Spo kesman - Continued from page 1 

In this administrative posi ­
tion, Colman regards himself fun ­
damentally as "a spokesman for 
the college," essentially func­
tioning as interpreter of the 
college's programs to the communi­
ty as well as to prospective stu­
dents. Concerned about RIC as a 
public institution, he perceives 
"a necessity to investigate the 
community outside RIC, to deter­
mine what needs exist in this 
community and how the college can 
best respond to these needs." 

His emphasis on the need for 
personal contact extends to pro­
spective students as well. Dur­
ing his first year as head of ad­
missions, he anticipates visiting 
every high school in the state to 
meet with student advisers and 
guidance counselors and talk with 
as many students as possible about 
the programs RIC offers. 

Reflecting on the college's 
accessibility, he said he wants 
"to make certain that all students 
are given the chance to see if 
college is for them." Especially 
concerned about "questionable ap­
plications." he stressed the im ­
portance of "saying something 
positive to those who apply to 
RIC with low grades and test 
scores , " rather than responding 
to these applicants with an un­
qualified "no." "Alternatives 
to regular degree programs do 
exist and should be made known to 
them," he said. At the same time, 
he would like to see more being 
done to attract the better stu­
dent to RIC, either through finan­
cial support or special accelera­
ted programs. 

Colman hopes that the col­
lege will continue in its efforts 
to m~et the education a l needs of 



IRIC(il 
RIC Calendar of Events 

DECEMBER 8 - DECEMBER 17, 1978 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 8 

11 AM - 4 PM RIC FACULTY EXHIBIT. 
The annual exhibit offers art work 
in a variety of styles and media. 
Bannister Gallery, Art Center. 
Hours are 11 a.m. - 4 p.m. week­
days and Saturdays, and 1 - 5 p.m. 
Sundays. Continuing until Decem­
ber 22. 

12 NOON HOLY DAY MASS: Feast of the 
Immaculate Conception. Student 
Union Ballroom. 

8 PM ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS MEETING. 
Room 310, Student Union. 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 
1 
9 

1 PM FENCING. RIC vs. Wheaton, 
URI and Boston College at Wheaton 
College. 

8 PM BASKETBALL. RIC vs. ~astern 
Connecticut College. Home. 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10 

10 AM SUNDAY MASS. Ballroom, Stu­
dent Union. 

2 - 4 PM ARTS AND CRAFTS ALUMNI 
ASSOCIATION MEETING AND RECEPTION. 
Members will be able to view the an­
nual Art Faculty Exhibit and con­
tribute ideas about the Alumni Arts 
and Crafts Show to be held in March 
1979. Refreshments will be served. 
Bannister Gallery, Art Center. 

7 PM SUNDAY EVENING MASS. Upper 
Lounge, Browne Hall. 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 11 

12 NOON DAILY MASS. Celebrated 
everyday except Wednesday. Medita­
tion Room, Student Union. 

2 - 3 PM ANCHOR CHRISTI.AN FELLOW­
SHIP MEETING. Lounge F, Student 
Union. 

8 PM BASKETBALL. RIC vs. Bryan t 
College. Away. 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 12 

12 NOON - 1:30 PM STUDENT AFFAIRS 
ROUNDTABLE. First floor, Donovan 
Dining Center. 

1 PM LECTURE: "Current U.S. Poli­
cy toward La-tin America." Mr. James 
Goodsell, writer for the Christian 
Science Monitor will speak. Spon­
sored by the Latin-American Studen~ 
Organization (LASO) and the History 
Department. Gaige, Room 211. 

1 PM RHODE ISLAND COLLEGE CHAMBER 
SERIES. George Kent, guest conduc­
tor of R.I. Philharmonic will speak. 
Roberts Hall, Room 138. 

4 PM CONFERENCE ON CENSORSHIP. In­
dividuals interested in the problems 
of bookbanning, the censorship of 
instructional materials and the de­
velopment of state alliances are in­
vited to attend. Sponsored by the 
American Freedom Group. Libra: .. :y 
Conference Room. 

7 PM WOMEN'S BASKETBALL. RIC vs. 
Assumption College. Away. 

(OVER) 



WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 13 

8:30 AM - 4:30 PM PLANT SALE. 
Sponsored - by the Women of RIC. 
First Floor, Student Union. 

1 - 3 PM ANCHOR CHRISTIAN FELLOW­
SHIP MEETING. Lounge F, Student 
Union. 

7:30 PM WRESTLING. RIC vs. 
Plymouth State. Home. 

THURSDAY,' DECEMBER 14 

1 - 3 PM ANCHOR CHRISTIAN FELLOW­
SHIP MEETING. Lounge F, Student 
Union. 

4 PM WOMEN'S BASKETBALL. RIC vs. 
URI. Home. 

7:30 PM BASKETBALL. RIC vs. 
Nichols College. Home. 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 15 

8 PM BASKETBALL. RIC vs. Worcester 
State College. Home. 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER117 

10 AM SUNDAY MASS. Ballroom, Stu­
dent Union. 

6:30 - 9 PM KAPPA DELTA PHI. Cham­
bers Meeting Room, Student Union. 

6:30 - 10:30 PM ALCOHOLICS ANONY­
MOUS MEETING. Room 310, Student 
Union. 

7 PM SUNDAY EVENING MASS. Upper 
Lounge, Browne Hall Dormitory. 

_____________ PRESIDENT'S CALENDAR ____________ _ 

Friday, December 8, 11 a.m., New England Board of Higher Education 
conference, Gutman Library, Harvard Graduate School of Education. 

Monday, December 11, 12 noon, luncheon meeting at Southeastern Massa­

chusetts University with President Donald Walker. Tuesday, December 

12, 1:30 p.m., EOG meeting, President's office; 4:30 p.m., meeting 
with the Labor Management Plan for Economic Development, Hospital 

Trust Tower; 6 p.m., dinner with student chairs of student advisory 

committees, President's home. Wednesday, December 13, 2 p.m., 
Council of RIC, Regents Board Room; 4 p.m., "The Elderly in Our 

Families" dinner party. President Sweet will present awards to 
students, Student Union Ballroom; 5 p.m., RIC Foundation Open House, 
President's home. Thursday, December 14, 1 p.m., Regents meeting, 

RIJC Lincoln Caxnpus. 



as many people in the community 
as possible . This might involve 
new programs of study, expanded 
course offerings or scheduling 
classes at times convenient to 
more people. As director of Ad­
missions, he is enthusiastic 
about his role in RIC's continu ­
ing growth. 

Focus on the Facul t y 
and Staff 

EMILY STIER ADLER, associate 
professor of sociology and social 
welfare and coordinator of women's 
studies, spoke at the conference 
on Sex Equity held at Bryant Col­
lege on November 1, 1978. Addres­
sing the morning session on 11 Sex 
Stereotyping: A Challenge From 
the Community," Professor Adler 
presented an analysis of the cur­
rent situation at Rhode Island 
College. Shirley Chisholm, Demo­
cratic congresswoman from New 
York, was the keynote speaker at 
the conference. 

* * * 

An article by WILLIAM R. AHO, 
associate professor of sociology, 
has been accepted for publication 
in a forthcoming issue of the 
Rhode Island Medical Journal . 
Entitled "Smoking, Dieting and 
Exercise: Age Differences in Atti­
tudes and Behavior Relevant to 
Selected Health Belief Model Vari­
ables," the article is an analysis 
of data gat hered from Rhode I sland 
residents by HealthServices Re­
search, Inc., a Providence-based, 
h ea lth research organization. 

* * * 

BRENDA DANN-MESSIER, coordi­
nator-counselor for Project Reach 
at the Urban Educational Center 
has been elected president of The 
Citizens Scholarship Foundation 
of Rhode Island. 
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DONALD P. HARDY, vice presi­
dent for Student Affairs, was 
awarded the Distinguished Accom­
plishment Citation of the National 
Association for Student Personnel 
Administrators (NASPA), Region I, 
at the organization's regional 
conference held in Danvers, 
Massachusetts on November 9, 1978. 
The award was presented in recog­
nition of his outstanding contri­
butions to the profession of 
student affairs in areas of leader­
ship and education and for his 
service to NASPA. 

* * * 

JOHN PELLEGRINO, associate 
professor of music, appeared as 
trumpet soloist on November 19, 
1978 at Trinity Church in Newport, 
Rhode Island. As leader of a 
~rass quintet, he is presenting 
chamber music performanc es in a 
number of junior high schools 
throughout Rhode I sland. 

* * * 

ALBERT C. SALZBERG, associate 
professor of English, has been 
chosen as the new editor of the 
Rhode Island Jewish Historical 
Association Notes, a journal foun­
ded in 1954 . 

* * * 

BARRY SCHILLER of the Mathe­
matics Department has been ap­
pointed to the committee on air 
quality of the Rhode Island State 
Planning Council. This committee 
is charged with drafting a plan 
for meeting the federal air quali­
ty sta ndards that Rhode Island 
must submit under the Clean Air 
Act of 1977. Professor Schiller 
is also serving on the air quality 
information committee which is re­
sponsible for informing, solicit­
ing and analyzing public opinion 
on these matters. 

A workshop on air quality 
problems is being planned for 
January 1979 at RIC. 



What's Happening 

An interinstitutional confer­
ence on the question of censorship 
will take place on campus, Tuesday, 
December 12 at 4 p.m. in the Alum­
ni Lounge (tentative location). 
Invitations to participate in this 
conference have been extended to 
individuals in state colleges, 
universitie s, high schools and li­
braries who are interested in the 
problems of bookbanning, censor­
ship of instructional materials 
and the development of alliances 
at the state level. 

The conference is being spon­
sored by the American Freedom 
Group (AFG), a consortium of 
eight national organizations that 
are concerned about the growing 
threats to the freedoms of speech, 
expression and thought by the in­
creasing harassment from various 
censorship "groups." Organiza­
tions included in the AFG are the 
American Association of School Ad­
ministrators, the American Federa­
tion of Teachers (AFL-CIO), the 
National Education Association, 
the American Library Association, 
The International Reading Associ­
ation, the National Council for 
the Social Studies, the National 
Council of Teachers of English 
and the Speech Communication Asso­
ciation. 

A regional meeting sponsored 
by the AFG on the subject of cen­
sorship was held in Boston on No­
vember 17, 18 and 19. 

* * * 

Area professionals with ex­
pertise in a wide variety of in­
tramurals will gather at Boston's 
Copley Plaza Rotel on December 1 -
3, 1978 to take part in the first 
New England Conference and Work­
shop on Intramurals. John Taylor, 
director of intramurals and recre­
ational programs at RIC,is direc­
ting the conference. Designed to 
help participants improve exist­
ing intramural programs and devel­
op new programs, the conference 
will feature two key workshops on 
evaluation and planning. Other 
topics to be considered include 
the utilization of the community 
as a resource, intramurals for 
special needs children, special 
events in intramurals, motiva­
tional methods and how to organ­
ize tournaments. 

Opportunities 

The VICTORIAN SOCIETY announ­
ces its British Summer School 
which will take place from July 8 
to 28, . 1979. Applicants should 
have an interest in ~he history of 
architecture, the decorative arts 
or the preservation of buildings 
of the nineteenth century in Great 
Britain, as well as a background 
in nineteenth century English cul­
tural and social history. Profes­
sionals, craftspeople, and gradu­
ate students are especially en­
couraged to apply. Applications 
are due in The Victorian Society 
office by December 15, 1978. Fur­
ther information and application 
forms can be obtained from The 
Victorian Society in America, East 
Washington Square, Philadelphia, 
Pennsylv c:'1ia 1910(. 

The last issue of What's New(s) at RIC for the fall semester, 
1978, will be published on Friday, December 15. News items for this 
issue should be received in writing at the News Bureau, Roberts 111, 
by noon, Friday, December 8. Publication of What 's New(s) will re­
sume for the spring semester on Friday, January 19, 1979. A list of 
the publication dates and deadlines for the spring semester will ap­
pear in the January 19 issue of What ' s New(s) . 
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