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INTRODUCTION

My first interest in histery was at the age of ten, in 1898 when I
could hardly wait fer the Providence Evening Bulletin to arrive,
my parents to finish reading #t se I could cut out pictures eof bat-
tleships teo paste in my ewn scrap beok.

There was a family scrap beok containing articles mainly about the
Negre which I read. Many eld clippings have been transferred te my
file:hwhich have been a great source of interest in my later re-
search.

In 1935, when Geverner William H, Vanderbilt anneunced the first
appeintments te the Rhede Island Tercentenary Committee, there wase
Negreesepresentation, so at the request and suggestien ef the Provi-
dence branch of the NAACP, the follewing were added:- Jeseph G. Le-
Count, Esq., Miss Reberta J, Dunbar, Dr. Andrew L. Jacksen, Sr.,
Mrs. Ulysses T, Carter, Sr., Dr. Carl R, Gress of Providence, Mrs.
Beverlg Tinsley, Mr. Leroy Willlams and Mr. Willism H. Hilton ef
Newport.

The greup met at Miss Dunbar's heme on December 11, 1935 to orga-
nize and plan the scepe of their activities. Many suggestion were '
presented but the ene having the greatest appeal was to have dif-
ferent members write on various categories such as art, law, le-
gislaters, medicine, dentistry, pharmacy, nursing, teachers clubs
etc and te compile and publish & Pawjilet en the History of the
Negre in Rhede Island. Mr. LeCeunt was named te serve as chair-
man and Dr. Gress, as secretary. I have all the cereespefdeneepper-
taining to this effert still in my pessesien, (1970).

Financial assistance was not forth coming from the general com=
mittee althe they thought well of the project due te lack ef me-
ney, se the effesrt slumped.

My interest became intensified from the gréat‘ amount of material
thet was collected se in the late fifties I began te research and
authenticate to compile the follewing infemmétdwn.

Carl R. Gress, M. D.
Providence, R. I. 1970

The Chronolegical Netes en the Negre in Rhede Island denies any
liability forrstatement of facts or oppiniens by contributers

Files en:- ART CHURCHES CLUBS ORCANIZATIONMBEDENTISTRY LAW
EDUCATION INVENTORS LEGESLATURE +SEDICINE MILITARY
PHARMACY PRESS NURSES MISCE
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I should like to acknewledge the many people whe have so kindly con-
tributed in numerous ways to have made this effert & mest interesting
one by telling me of people, events, giving me material such a&s books,
medals, personal note-beoks ete., knewing ef my interest in the his-
tory of the Negro in Rhode Islend, some of which I should like to per-
sonally mentien.

Newspaper elippings from the Gross family scrap beok.

Providence Sundey and 0aily Journal

Providence Evening Bulletin

Baltimere Afro-American on Mademe Sissieretta Joyner Jenes

History ef the Providence Chroniwle by Williem D, WileY, Editer

Rhode Islend State Library on legislature and Law

Providence Medical Associatien Library

Rhede Islznd Council of Churches

Rhede Island Histerieal Society

Rhode Island College off Négre Craduates

Rhede Island Bar Journal Vol xv Biography on Williem A, Heathman Esq.

The early life of the Celored People of Providence by William J, Brown
Angell and Company, Previdence, R. I. 1883

Negroes on the Island‘ of Rhode Islapd by Charles A, Battle, 1932

Sketch of the Life of Goerge Thomas Dewning, by 8. X, M. Washingten,
Newpert, R, I. The Milne Printery, 1910 ;

Brown University Directory on Graduates from Brown and Pembroke up te
1950, library ef Willlam A, Heathman, £sq.

Hand written notes on Negre Churches in Rhede Island by Mrs. Ulysses
T. carter, Sr., assisted by Mrs. Beverly Tinsley, (Tercentenary matebia]}v

"These Plantatiena” by J. Earl Clauson Eve Bul 2-1-35 Oldest Negre

Church?
Newpert Gardmer's Life by J, Earl Clausen, Prov Jour 5-20-36

The personhl note-book of Miss Reberta J. Dunbar with dates of lec-
tures ir Rhede Island on the Negre. Givem te me by Mrs. W. D, Wiley,
former matron at the Bannister House, 45 Fast Transit Street, Prov.
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Address by William P, H, Freeman, Januvary 1, 1937, Annual Anniver-
8ity of the Emancipation at the BeneficémrhtCongregational (Rounfl®
Tep) Church, Providence, R. I. Providence bramch of the NAACP,

A Tercentenary Histery ef 300 Years, arranged #hd illustrated by
Winfred R. Cyr,(c) Eve Bul 10-8-36, i

Persenal notes en Negre Churches in Rhede Island by Mrs. Ulysses T,
Carter, Sr., assisted by Mrs. Beverly Tinsley. 193€. : ‘

A scrap beok of press releases all ever the United States amd Cen-~
ada, three gold medals out ef seventeen she wére in concert, six
phetegraphs, a flyer of the Califernia teour belening to Meadame Sis-
sierette Joyner Jones, "The Black Patti”™ given t¢ me by William P.
H. Freeman and I in turn presented all to the Jesse E. Moorland Cole
lection, Howard University, "ashington, D. C., alse a shert history
on the life of Medame Jenes as I knew her. CRG

16lst Anniversary program of Bethel AME Church, 1795-1956, the first
Negre church in Providencé, R. I., with church histery inside cover.

Negre Churches in Rhede Island befere 1860 by Rebert Glemn Scherer,
Jr., Rhede Island Histery, January 1966. :

Original minute beok of the first Quarterly Conference of the LME
of the Zion connectien formed by Jehiel Bemene, Sept. 2nd 1837, Be-
low on the same page informent Sister Catherine Chesbrew ,of how the
church started, Lpoits :

' Anti-Negre Prejudice and Discrimatien in Rhede Island, 1860-1900 by
Jean Girard, (RICHRSSoppy Honers), June 7, 1966, A great ameunt of
information was given to him by Carl R, Gress, ¥. D. See His paper.

History of Negre Masonary in Rhede Island from the preceedings eof
the Mest Worshipful Pureka Grand Lodge, Free and Accepted Masons of
the State of Rhede Island, from 1202 te 1906, including a Histori-
cal gketeh., Printed by the Mercury rublishing Cempany, Newport, R.
I,y 1907. Encl

letter of appointment ef @ Negre group teo the Rhede Island State
Tercentenary Cemmittee and the minutes of that greup by Carl R.
Gress, M. D., secretary, 1925-1936
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INTERVIEWS

Williem A, Heathman, Esq. # Many times when he was 94 yemrs old after

a professional visit I weuld sit and talk at his heme and he would

tell me about his disappointments as well as his achievements; about

the first feur members of the Rhode Island General Assembly,( ses

file on them ), ,how one was net teo vecal, he was a liatener, so the
Speaker at the end of the session would give him a ned, he would ad-

dress the chair saying, Mr. Speaker,"I move the House do now adjeurn";

He tole me of a slave who was shipped Nerth whe became the ceachman

for Mr, Corlisg of the Corlisg steam engine company and was called,
William "Bexpeel® Jones; about being threwn off a trelley car by & con-
ducter whe hed recently come here from the Seuth, ¥r. Heathman was talking
ing with the sen of the julge whe tried the case, whe had correct infer=-
matien about the cese, ( This and more are in an article of the Rhode
Island Bar Journ2l on Mr. Heathman, June 1967, Vol xv Ne © ); Abeut Mr.
Monree; & walking encyclepedis on Rhede Island lLaw, who finished his

law course in tow instead ef three years, plus many mere facts about

the Negro here. ( Bar Journal enclosed ); He was the Republican meme

ber of the Rhede Island State Returning Board, new the State Beard ef i
Electiens, frem 1903 te 1919,

Mrs. Flerence West ward %, the eldest living member of Bethel AME,
Church, age 95, now residing at the Bannister House whe told me abeut
the sub-cellar in the church which was a statlen ef the Undergreund
Rallway in Preovidence. Bethel was the first church in Providence,
1795~ 1961 when it was sold te Brown University. The members bought
anether church where they are new, 1970, hew there first bulldlng was
built by the male members, had meo mebtgage when finished and ow

net & penny. I was tole her mother allowed her to play only with cer-
tain children, did net allow her te wash dished or her clethes, bring-
ing her wp as a lady, changing her clothes twice daily, (This was told
to me by Mrs. J2mes A Gilbert,)

Urs..Jemes Grossy nee Margaret West, anether of the eolder members eof
Bethel, telling me &bout 1ts past.

Mr. Sidney Brown #whe gave me &n anniversary pregrom of the 16lst
year with a wonderful history of Bethel AME Church. He was also 8 mem-
ber, hew he werked for Mr. Peter Sims, a member, an ash remover whe
had his men screen ashes from east side hemes, pick out the clinkers
and sell by the bushel basket. During financisl stress, Bethel Church
was heated en ; bwgay vy many bushels given by Mr, Sims.

)

Mrs. Jemes A, @ldbert # of Providence, t old me abeut the Neptune
Yacht Club on the west side of the bay; "The Inquirers Club" which
met for discussions eon current subjects; “Contraband”, a 'term used
for slaves who had fled Nerth, whe were housed in barracks at Camp
Frement, (Dexter Training Ground) where whites would come te engage
their serviges until they had permenant jebs; abeut the old Imdlan
Burial Oround at Thayer and Olive Streets, hew fer progress, the bo-
dies were exhumed and re-buried out srn}“ﬁd the Nerth Burial Ground;

# Native bern Rhede Islander continued
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INTERVIEWS

Mrs. Gilbert continued ’
Zebedee Howland, his Indian name was Howling lands was her gradn-fa-
ther on her mether's side, she had his commision 2s Sargeant-Majer
of the l4th Rhede Island Volunteers, Heavy Artillary, an all Negre
Regiment in the Civil War, (1800), signed by Colonel Viall and Ad-
junt Whiting, cemumisiened efficers white, non-commisioned officers
Negre; Zebedee Howland as & chhld went te a scheol for colored chil-
dren and meeting his teacher, (white) on the street, he raised his
hat te him, for this he was rebuked by him and teld if he did that
again, he would thrash him, (Prov Sun Jour).

Joseph G. LeCount, ©sq., of Previdence who gave me the names and
dates of admission te the Rhede Island Bar before his, Mey 5, 1914.
He said in cases of diserimanatien, there was @ small fine en the
beoks and instsad of sin neo more, the ewners eof buishesses would
gladly pay the fine and sin again,.

New there is & Cemmissien on Humen Rights, the successer te the old
State Commission on Discrimanatien which puts mere teeth in the aect.
He spoke of many cases that would be ready te ge to trial and the
complaintant or witnesses would buck down because of fear of less of
the. Jjob er retaliatien in some ferm.

Oliver G, Nurten of Newport telliing of helping te carry &n x-ray md=
chine belonging %o Dr. Marcus F., VWesthland also of Newport whe had
onr of the first x-ray machines in the state. 5

He promised Charles A, Battle of Newport whe wrete in his pamplet
of the x-slaves whe fought in the Battle of Rhede Island that he
Would work te establish & suitable memorlal te thelr memory. Thir-
ty years later this was culmated en July 4, 1967 near the site eof
that famous battle, spensersd by the Newpert NAACP, State, Veterans
erganizations and Portsmeuth officlals.

walter 8, Gladding told me of his bess, an erthepedie surgesh here
in pPrevidence used te berrow Dr. Wheatland's tube when his tube was
bad.

George Reilly, supertendent of the RISPCA, 372 Fountain Street, Prov-
idence, R. I., told me the stories abeut Sarah Gardner end the Scett-
lanferd fight, about the plaque in hemer ef Serash Gardnper,

irs, Perclval G, Meore~Brewne cn the histery ef the Church of the
Saviewr, Providence, R. I.

Mr. Juke N, Fears, a member whe gave me & histery of the Church ef
Ged and the gaints ef Christ, Previdence, R, I.

firs. George Ferrowk(Annie Perry) who tedd me of meny happenings of
the Alganguin Counﬁil and her fatherts farm on Dugaway Hill,Cranston

# Natlve born Rhode Islander
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1606~ Historians accept 1696 as the year of the introduction
of slavery into Rhode Island when the first cargo of Negro
slaves arrived in Newport R. I.; from Barbadoes, BWI., and
were sold for 30 or 40 pounds aplece. part of the cargo
was_unloaded, the ship stayed overnight, the next day sail-
ing for Boston, Mass. lMore than 25 distilleries made rum
in Newport and ovef 180 ships mede their port there. A
slaver paid 115 gallons for @ healthy msle, 95 for 2 healthy
female, the slave trade became sc large that & tax of 3
pounds was levied on each sale to help pave the streets of
Newport, this later being repealed in 1732, Newport be=-
came the chief slave market in America, Briston, second and
Charleston, 8. C. , third. .

There were several slave markets in Newport, one at the cor-
ner of Mill and Spring Streets, another at North Baptist and
Thames Streets. If they became overcrouded or the sales be-
came slow, they were kept at Gravelly Point, now the city
dock, until times were better.

In May of 1852, it was enacted by the Geheral Assembly: ®
Whereas there 1s a common custom practiced among Englishmen
to buy negers so that they may have them for service or slaves
forever; for the preventing of such practice among us, let it
be ordered that no black mankind or white, being forced by
cevenant, bond or otherwise, to serve any man or his assign-
ees, longer than ten yeers or uhtil they brr twenty four years
of age, if they bee taken in under fourteen, from the time of

\
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comings within the liberties of the Colonie and at the end of
ten years, to set them free as in the manner of Fnglish ser-
vants. And that man that will not let them go free or shall
sell them away to others for & long time, hée or they shall
forfeit to the Colonie, forty pounds,® ;
This legislalation was the first positive declaration against
slavery by any of the Colonies. ( CAB=-FPHF )
1730~ The earliest census in Providence, showed 3916 whites
and 128 Negroes. ( see chart 2a by John C. Minkins, number
and percentage distributations 1730-1860.) L
1735~ The population of Rhode Island was 71936, 1648 Negroes
and 936 Indians, 69352 whites. ( RJD )
1748~ Newport Gardmer ( Occremer Marycoo ) 1746-1826
His‘parants hearing of the great oppcrtunities in America, en-
trusted their son, age 14 to a white Ship's captaiq to bring
to America to galn an education but instead he was sold to
Captain Caleb Gardner, & sympathetiec person. Mrs. Gardner
helped to teach him English, made it possible for him to take
nusiec lessons from a white teacher who came from Boston and
one of her friends taughs him French. After six months he
had surpassed his teacher, maintaining @ room on High Street
where he gave music lessons to some of the leading familles.
He took a woman of colour to be his wife, had children and a
home of his own on Pope Street.

Gardner was a very religious man who came under the influence

of the Rev. Dr. Hopkins, paster of the First Congragational



209

page HE
1730« Number and Percentage distributions of Whites and Negrees in
Previdence. 1730-1880
Year Total ; Mumber Per Cent
Negrees
1730 3916 i
1748 3452 6.5
1774 4321 . 7.0
1783 4310 6.6
1790 6380 T4
1800 7614 8.6
1810 10071 » 8.6
1820 11767 8.3
1830 16838 7.8
1840 (23178 5e3
1860 41513 3.6
1860 50666 3.3

These statistics were cellected by Jehn €., Minkins whe at
one time(was the editer of @ white newspaper, The Provi-
éence News frsm 1906-1911,)(From kis autobiography)



1745~ Newport Cardner continued

Church in Newport who listemed to his dreams and gave him en=-
couragement. Gardner's home on Pope Strect was the scene of
many religioue meetings, the forerunner of the Union Congre-
gational Church in Newport in 1859. Gardner's interests were
helping his people, religion, sacred music, his freedom and to
return to his homeland, He never forgot his native laungage.
He with nine others bought a lottery ticket which won $2000.00,
this helped o increase the funds of the African Colonizetion
Socliety so he with 23 others left Newpoft, arriving in Boston,
December 18, 1825, The brig "vVine” left Roston, January 4,

. 1826, reaching Liberia February 6, 1826 in his 8lst year. He
and his chief lieutenant, Salmer Nubie fell victom to African
fever dying soon after their arrival, At the age oryso, he
composed an anthem, "Promise® the most faméus of many, publish-
ed in Boston and sung in many Negro churches, The only known
copy in existence was in the hands of the widow of Dr. Alonza
M. Ven Horne. (CAB Negroes on the Island of Rhode Island)
*One of the most remarkable men, black or white, the State
has known." ( These Plantations Fve Bul 2-1-35 J,E.Clauson)
1768~ Patience Borden, 1758-18l1, a free woman of colour left
a will dated March 1%, 18ll..........88 @ fund, the interets
of which to be applied for the relief of indigent persons of
colour who shall be members of her church, the First Baptist
Church in America." She died April 1, 1811 in her 53rd year.

( Rhode Island History, Winter 1869, p 26 )
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1760- The last slave to die in Rhode Islend was James Buffum,
evees Of Jamestown, R. I., age 100 years on January 3, 1860.

( Eve Bul 2-1-35 J. BEarl Clauson)
1763~ The first schiool for colored children was opened by the
Rev. Maermeduke Browne, the rector of Trinity Church at the
corner of Division and Mary Strects, October of 1763. Girls
were glven the rudiments of education and domestic work while

" boys received classeroom work and were apprenticed to black=-
smiths, carpenters, coﬁpers ete. Battle in his pamphle% men-
tions that Neptune Thurston, a slave and & cooper b& trade
gave Gilbert stuert, his first lessions in peinting. After
Rev. Browne's death, the school was carried on by Mrs., Mary
G. Brett until the outbreak of the Revodittdng, re-opened in
1785, closing upon her death April 14, 1799. Again it was re=-
opened under the auspices of the African Benevolent Society
whose sole purpose was maingaining & school for colored chil-
dren. It had a Constitution calling for a set of officers,

a board of directors of nine members, five of whom shall be
colored. Newport Bardner was elected President and Issae Riece
%o be secretary. The school charged fifty cents yearliy and
went on with varying success until the City of Newport took
over education in 1842, ( CAB )

Rev. Hopkind: n going down to the wharves, saw such conditions
which caused him to preach strongly ageinst slavery that mem-
bers of his church voted to exclude 81l members that were
slave holders and in this cause he was Joined by the Quakers

and Episcopalians,
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1760- The last slave to dle in Rhode Island was James Buffum,
at the age of 100 years of Jamestown, R. I., on January



1770~ Rev. Hopkins was the father of the idea of civilizing
and Christainizing Africans and to send them back to Africa
as missionaries., The first African Colonizing Soclety was
the out-grouth of his idea. ( CAB )

1778~ In February of 1778, the General Assembly of Rhode
Island, voted and resolved, " That every able bodied Regro,
-mulatto or Indian slave in this State, may enlist to enter
either of two battalions, to serve during the continuance of
the war with Great Britain, that every slave'so enlisted
shall be entirled to receive all bounties, wages and encour-
agements allowed by the Continental Congress to any soldder
enlisted in the service.” : |

#® Tt is further voted a2nd resolved, that every soldier so en-
listing shal upon passing muster before-Colonel Christopher
Greene, be immediately discharged from his master or mistress
and shell be absolutely free, as ;hou;b he had never been en-
cumbered with any kind of servitude or slavery and in cese
such slave shall, by sickness or otherwise be unable to maine
tein himself, he shall be supported by the State, not his mase
ter or his mistress. And Whereas slaves have been deemed by
law, the property of their owner, compensation ought to be
mede for the loss of their services.”

» It was further voted and resolved, That there be 2llowed and
pald by this state to the owners for every slave enlisting, a
sum according to his worth, a price not exceeding one hundred
and twenty pounds for the most veluable slave and in propor-

tion for & slave of less value,. (continued on p 6)
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1778~ Provided, the owner shall deliver to the officer who en-
118t him, the clothes of said slave or otherwise he shall not
be entitled to said sum".

These reglments created by the General Assembly were the first’
in the history of the Nation to be received and accepted into
the armed serviees of the country on terms of equality with
other soldiers. ( CAB )

1778- The first major contributation of the Wegro to the State

of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations was in the forma-
tion of the first Negro regiment in Ameriea which fouzht so
bravely in the Battle of Rhode Island, August 29, 1778 at
Portsmouth, R. I. These men both slaves aﬁd free, more than
proved their fighting ability, withstandling the Hessians and
taking a toll of five for every man they lost. The Hessian
officer refused to lead his men in battle the next day for
fear of his life and asked to be transferred. Afber this battl
battle, General Greene's regiment was sent South and follow=-
ing its leader, was wiped out to a man in the Battle of

Point Bridge, N. Y., May 13, 178l. In August of 1928, the
150th anniversary of the Battle of Rhode Island was celebra-
ted, at that time a sugzestion was made éhat the State honor
in stone or bronge, the memory of Colonel Greemne's regiment.
Mr, Oliver C. Burton, Jr., bf the Newport chapter of the
NAACP promised Charles A, Battle that he would work to help
establish such a memorial, enlisting the aid of Senator
Erich A, O'Day Taylof of Newport, 39 years lateer on July

4, 1967 a slte at Barker's Bridge R. I., was dedicated,




1778~ comtinued

with appropiate ceremonies attended by represenbszlii®s of the
_ State, Portsmouth, Newport, veterans organizations, the NAACP
and general publie. ( CAB Eve Bul 7-5-67 & 8-30-68 ) :
;zzg; The General Assembly passed an Act in 1772, prohiblting
the sale of glaves to parties outside the State aginmstibhdir
will unless said slave prove to be a person of bad character,

/ (cAB )

1780~ A meeting was held at the residence of Abraham Casey on
Levin gStreet, Newport, November 10, 1780 to eonsider the pre=-
sent condition of the Negro and thelr future. Subsequent
meetings were held in the 0ld Fourth Baptist Meeting House,
one of the important considerations was the adoption of a
Constitution also a2 motion wag maide, "We raise a sum of money
in such & way es may be best, to purchase four books for re-
c¢ords, cne for borths, one for marriages, one foi deaths,and
one for other important records.” Vital statistics of Negroes
groes were ndt faithfully kept until after the Civil war so
these books tell much of the history of the past. Another
wise provision was leaving much of this material in the pos-
sion of the Union Congregational Church -and when in 1964
they merged with a white group to become the United Congre-
getional Chureh of Newport, the material 1s still preserved,
there, ( CAB & J"D
1783- ™ Is there an older church?” It was at the home of Kew-
port Gerdner, some members of the:ifrican Union Society met

for religious purposes, followed by meetings in other members
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1783~ Momes. Gardner had come under the influence of Rev.
Hopkins, the pastor of the First Congregational Church in
Newport, also became a member. Inspired by the formation
of the African Union Meeting House in Providence, in 1319,
twelve men met at Gardner's house on January 6, 1824, again
on February 24, 1824, They established the Colored Union
Church, feeling their were advantages in a Negro organiza-
tion electing Gardner and Shadrack Hawkins, deacons, the
Rev. Mr. Patten (white) treasurer, ahama Gardner, clerk.
Issac Rice, Turnbridge Hammond and Ishmeel Fayerweagher
were aprointed to find a site for a church. They purchased
& lot, 100x60 at the corner of Church and Division Streets,
and on this site the firat Colored Church wes built and de-
dicated, June 23, 1824 in Newport, R. I. Their pastor,
Rev. Jacob C. Perry of Narragamsett, served from L826-1845
and outgrowing their quarters, in 1835 they acquired the
Fourth Baptist Meeting House, called the *Old Salt Box with
services there in February of 1836. Rev. Luke Waldron of
Nerragansett was the next pastor from 1845-1852 and under
him the church was incorporate& under the laws of Rhode Is-
land. Chaerles W, Gardner, 1858-1858, stressed the lnpor=-
b@nce of the Sunday School. Under Benjamin Lynch, 1858«
1863, the church lost its community a&speet, recognized by
a couneil, March 29, 1859 as an orthodox Congregational
c¢hurceh. In the fall it was re-incorporated as the Unlon

Congregational Church, Newport, R. I.




1783- An older Negro church?

Rev. Lynch resigmed as pastor to become a chaplain in a newly
regiment in the Civil War.  Rev. Samuel Harrison cume in 1863
and resigned in 1865, Rev. Malon A, Van Horne next as acting
pastor in September of 1868 anl was made permesnent in January,
1869, He was a member of the first elass to gradvate from Lin-
coln Universith in Oxford, Pa, The church grew emormously under
his 29 years as pastor. In 1871, the church was demolished with
work on the new ediface, which commenced in May, the corner=
stone laid ,‘. June 15, 1871 and the new church was dedicated in
the Detober following. Rev. Ven Horne was active in civic
work, & member of the Newport School Committes from 1873 to
1892, being chairman of several committees, also one of the
comnittee on examination for the State Normal School; el.egted
to the Rhode Island legislature in 1885, served for three years
and in 1897, he resigned his pastorate upon being appointed by
President William McKinley as U. 8, Consul to St. Thomes, Dan-
ish West Indies, resigning from the diplomatic service in 1908.
Amonp some ministers following were: Rev. Byron ¥U. Gunner; FRev.
Clifford L. Miller, the ablest financier; the church being in
great debt when he ¢ome in 1913, but when he left in 1917,
every debt had been removed, with meny improvements made and
paid for; Rev. A, T. Peters was the shholar, a graluate from
Lincecln Uni.versitiy. oxford, Pa.,, Yale Thiversity school of
Religion, Ph.De, "Brown University, LL.D Canmbridge College,
fngland, and many others. The church dwindled and in 1964,
merged under the name of the United Congregetional Church,.
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1781~ The Rhode Island Regiment of Negroes who fought at the
pattle of Rhode Island, August 29th, 1778, were wiped out at
the Battle of Point Bridge, New York, May 13th, 1781. CAB
1784~ An act passed in 1784, provided .that all children born
after March 1s%, 1734 were to be free, their support and ed-
weation to be provided by the towns in which they resided.
This Act was later amended to put the eost of rearing a child
upon the mother's owner, CAB
1787- An Act passed in 1787, under its provisions, the slave
trade in the State was abolished as well as trading with the
west Indies. A fine of 100 poumds for every person imported
and l,bOO pounds for each ship engaged 1n this traffiec. CAB
1791~ A eall vas seng out by Newport Cardner to members of
the Afriesn Tnion Society for a "Slaves Thenksgiving Service",
April 28, 1791. The last of these servéces was held in April
of 1824 in the Fourth Baptist Meeting Hoﬁse and the sermon was
preached by Professor Williem Gemmell of Brown University.

The original Thenksgiving Proclemation wes in the possesion

of the Union Congregational Church in Newport as well as other
eolonial records about Negroes. These I'ecorés sre in the pos-
gion of the United Congregetional Church of Newport with which
the Tnion Congregational Chureh, merged in 1964, CAB J'D
11792~ Issae Rice, & free man wes born in Narragansett in 1792
and diedin Vewport, 1866.. He was brought to Newport in his
early life, embraced religgion and koined the First Congrega-

tignal church (white). Iater he was one of the Ehardersiefi-
erg
erg of the Union Congregational churc;'h (Negro) and its clerk.y

glso gave the church its first organ.
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1792- 1Isaae¢ A, Rice, continued
A gardner by trade, he worked for some of the leading families
of Newport and while working for Governor Gibbs, he planned
and planted the trees in Touro Park there, He was a great
worker in the anti-slavery cauvse, forming the acquaintance of
Frederdck Douglass, after his escape from the South to New Bed-
ford, Mass., which beccme @ life long friendship. His home
wag a station of the Underground Railroad in Newport at tﬁe
corner of william and Thomas Streets, (still in the family).
Iater he entered the catering buisness with a fashionable es-
tablishment on Cotton Court and he and Downing were the cater-
rs for a great reunion of the Sons and Daughters of Newport in
1859. CAB
1795~ The African Freedman's Socieby which later developed
' into Bethel A. M., E. Church of Providence, R. I., wag founded
exactly 100 years before the incorporation of Bethel in 1839,
In 1795, it was a free mission and in 1800, in Mey, it joined
with four other REbhedn Methodist Episcopal b&dies:- (Mother )
Bethel in Philadelphia, Pa., Bethel in Baltimore, Md., Bethel
‘in New York, N. Y., and fmenuel in Charlestonp S. C. it was
the only organigzation, owned, operated and eontroled in whole,
by the Amerlcan Negro, the African Methodist Epliscopal Church.
The members first met in various homes, & tenement at Thayer
end Cushing Streets, the southwest corner and in 1820 they
purchased a lot at 193 Meeting Street, where a chnreh of logs
wes built. In September of 1838, fifteen persons led by
Daniel Yorge and Ichabod Northup met , organized and in 1839,

incorporeted as Bethel African Methodist Eplscopal Chureh.




1795~ Bethel continucd
of Providence, R. I. The church of lcgs was set afire by séme
Indians and destroyed. The cornerstone of a larger brick
church was laid, June 22nd, 1885 and it was completed in 1866.
The church had a cellar and subegellar which was a station of
the Underground Railroad. ( see the history of this phurch in
the 161lst Anniversery progrem of Cotober 21, 19866, enclosed.)
The church weathered the financial storms very well until the
early 20ths, when a mortgege was obtained to buy a parsonage
on Lippitt Street, the depression came, they lgst the house,
leaving the church with 2 §5,000.00 debt. Numerically and
financially the church dwindled and in August of 1961, thay
80ld the pppperty to Brown University, which had wanted it,
for $60,000.00 for their expansion program, their last serwice
vice held in September of 1961. The congregation still stri-
ving to hold on, bought & small church and parsonage on Rocham-
beau Avenue, Providence, R. I., where they are at the present.
( see file on Negro churches; compiled from notes by Mrs, U.
T, Garter of Providence anj Mrs. Beverly Tinsley of Newport;
the lélst Annivergary program, 1956, history of Bethel,PRERB.)
1797~ A brief history of Negro Masonry in Rhode Islend, from

" Hiram Lodge, No. 3, Free and Accepted Masons, PH, when Prince
Ball, who was deputized to form new lodges in America among

i Negroes, instituted and received a warrant to work &s a lodge,

June, £5th, 1797 up to the present, (1971). see enclosure.

1797~ Harvey Chaee was born in Somerset, Massachusetts, August

31, 1797, the son of Oliver and Sussnnah Buffington Chace, the

eldest of seven children. He moved to Valley Falls, Rhode I8%a2nd

{j’\
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1797~ Hirem Ledge, Ne. 3, ¥, & A. M,,(Prince Hall), the first %
ledge of Masen in Rhede Island, was given license on the
of June, 1797, by Prince Hell, master ef Africen Lodge, Ne.
459, to assemble and werk as & lodge.
This wasg the second Negré ledge created in the United States,
the officers were installed by Prince Hall, Grand Master.,
September 22, 1797. (Frem the preceedings of the liest Werahip-
ful Eureka Grand Ledge, Free and Accepted Masons of the Stade
of Rhede Island, from 1502 to 1906, including a Historical
Sletch,7Px)'inted by the Mercury Publishing Company, Newpert, R.
Tss 4907,
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13
1797~ Harvey Chace eontinued
land in 1843 and "His home being a safeway statlon of the
TUnderground Railrailroad.™ (pp 267-268 National Biographieal
Cyclopedia of Representative Men‘in Rhode Island, National
Blographical Publishing Company, Providence, R. I. , 188l.)
The Colored American Megazine, January, 1903, on p 163 shows
& map of the Underground Railroad in New England and p 165, a
plcture of the home of Elizebeth Buffum Chace, also in Valley
Falls, Rhode Islend, as & stetion of the Underground Rallraad.
(0liver éhace had seven children: j@éggx; Samuel B} Aseneth;
Mary; Jonathon; Elizabeth and Oliver, Je.) CRG
1800~ Bethel African Methodlst Fpiscopal Church of Providence,
R. I.; in 1800 became the fifth Bethel affiliate 1n America.
1808~ Rhode Igland General Assembly abollshed slavery in R. I.
1808~ The school for aeolored children which was started by the
Rev. Mermaduke Browne in Newport, in 1763, was re-opened by

Newport Gardner as teacher in 1808. CAB~

1819- George Fenry, 1819-1200, was born & slave in Virginia of
slave parents, spending his early years on & plﬁntgtion there
but not beilng satisfied with ferm life, he left, golng to sea
as a cook in 1831, for 17 years. He was‘promoted to be the
master of the coastal schooner, Llevelyn owned by Saily Grif-
fin and her newphew., She lived on King Street, Alexander, Va.
For three or four years he was engaged in running timber from
Virginia to Baltimore and the knowledge thus acquired of dife
ferent grades of timber was so great thet when the acqueduet

was built across the Georgetown River, the selection of all

GRS P 1oL



George lenry contin

the piles to be used weré left entirely %o him. Cn his last
trip as skipper, he left the ship in Baltimore, going on to
Philsdelphia, then to Frovidence in 1847, found & position on
a boat plying between Providence and New York finally leaving
the sea, He became sexton of St. Stephens Episcopsl Church
here for 25 years, where he became & member, In 1859, he
founded a society, known a8 the Henry and Brown Society, the
scle;purpose of which was to eductte colored youths in the
higher branches of learning, dénied‘them at that time. To=
gether with Downing and Jefferson, they instituped and meine-
talned & long fight to desegregate and have equal pchovoling::
in Rhode ITslend, which resulted successfully in 1871. in
1872, drawn on jury duty in the Superior Court, he became the
first Negro to serve on a Rhode Island Jury. John F, Toby,
chr. of the House Judieiary Commitiee opposed the repeal of
the intermerrizage laws, and because of his stend in this mate-
ter and his remarks, he was defeated in the nemt three elect~
iong by the efforts of Mr. Henry and others of his rage, A
few years lster he led an assmult on the Metropolit&n Life
insurranee Company, foreing them to give scmewhat near equal
benefits to the colored people.

In 1895, he presented to LivingstoneCGdlégge in Salisbury,

N, C., his entire library, comprising of valuable and rare
books on the history of thg race during the first half ceg%a
ury, the entire works of Charles Sumne;. segeral exeellant
coses, together with an oll painting of himself, portraits

of Touissant L'Overture; John Brown; Charles Sumner and
(
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George Henry continued

others. This 43laméong;, if not thetbest zift that Livingstone
has ever received from & member of the rage. 1In 1894, he pre-
sente3 to Ives Post, No. 13, G.A.R., Department of Rhode Island,
an imnense volume désigzned to contain personal war sketches ete.
This book cost $100.00% These sketches written in by me in
1898, (williem A, Heathman, Esq.) who was the post historian,
and turned over to the Post, August 4th of that year.

In closing:- his own words, "Let me give glory to God on high
and peace to men on earth. .My country, flag and the Republican
Party and its prineiplez, first, last and forever."

(Notes by william A, Heathman, Esq., P.E.B,, J2n.24,1900. CRG)

1819~ GECRGE T. DOWNING was born in New York city, December %0,
1819 and died in Newport, Rhode Island, July, 21, 1903. He ate
tended public schools in New York with men who later became
famous, Henry Garnett, f’x-oi‘essor Reason and Doctor Crummell.
These men with others began at the age of 14 and 16 to be ine
volved 1n civil rights adopting & resolution, refraining from
celebrating the Fourth of July, since to colored people the
Declarstion of Indepondence vwas a mockery. As a youth, he
was an agent of the Underground Raillroad, spiriting away "Lit-
tle Henry", & slave who had been put in Jjall ther€eecceeecse ds
member of & committee to fight the Fugitive Slave law also he
fought to abolish the property qualification act that colored
had to have $250,00 worth of real estate to vote. He Was‘ in
the participation of the agitation over the fugitive slave,
Anthony Burns. (See Providence Sunday Journal, OCctober 13,

1957 entitled"RACE TROUBLE IN BOSTON", copy attached.)
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.Newport Gardner’s Life

Comes Down .

By J. Earl Clauson

The stretch of a woman'’s love
for her son can hardly be greater
than that of the mother of New-.
She was a Negro
living on a low, malarial stretch
of the African west coast, where
she watched the slavers come
and go and picked up scraps of
information - about the shores
they sailed for.

' There was something over be-

yond the horizon line her own
people ought to have. She was
too old to go after it, but she had

| a boy of 14 who might make the

trip and bring back.some saving
graces of white civilization.

_~Finally she plucked up courage

to ask a captain to take her son
across and give him-an opportun-
ity. He promised—and promptly
on arrival at Newport sold the
boy for what he would bring in
the slave market.

It was by a lucky chance that -
“he fell into the hands of Caleb

Gardner, a prominent merchant
with human sympathies. The
lad’s native name, now forgotten,
was changed to Newport Gard-

ner, and as Newport Gardner his .

story has come down the years,
one of the most remarkable con-
cerning his race in America.

Gift for Music

He was a boy of more than or-
dinary perceptiveness, docile and
anxious to learn. He quickly
picked up English, but by some
process of self-discipline re-
tained- throughout his life the
speech to which he had been
born. The mission to which his
mbdther had devoted him he
never forgot.

To his other talents he added a
distinct gift for music. Mrs. Gard-

ner made it possible for him to
join a singing class. Seon he had
distanced the professor and be-

| came a teacher-in his own right.

He read and composed music. His

/ voice was excellent, He did not

attempt to master any instru-
ment, and confined himself to
sacred musics

Newport took a wife of his own

. color and they had children and
“ eventually a house of their own

on Pope street. Not far away on
High street he maintained a room
where he gave music lessons.
Still he and all of his were
slaves. The project his mother
had outlined to him in boyhood
seemed beyond possibility of
realization; first he and the fam-
ily must gain their freedom, and
next they must gather somehow
the money necessary for the pro-

00;'
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.. . CONFINED HIMSELF TO SA CRED MUSIC
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posed expedition to Africa. His
mother, of course, must be long
dead; he never had heard from
her. (\

A strong religious faith kept
him going and the flame of hope
alight. He tok encouragement
from Rev. Dr. Hopkins, who set-
tled in the Newport Congrega-
tional pulpit in 1770 and mani-
fested deep interest in the en-
slaved Negroes. Dr. Hopkins lis-
tened with attention to New-
port’s life dream and lent his aid.

Full Liberty.

In 1791 Newport with nine
other slaves bought a lottery
ticket whicn won a $2000 prize.
This helped a little toward buy-
ing freedom. Some time later
Caleb Gardner, his master, heard
Newport praying that he and his
family might be liberated. Moved

by the appeal, and considering

the years of service he had had,
he gave Newport, his wife and
children their full liberty,

He was free to depart, but
means still were lacking, And

& { X file

= the years were piling up on New-
port’s head. Little by little, how-
ever, special collections had been
added to a fund for African col-
onization plan and finally at the
end of December, 1825, Newport,
his son and a little band of asso-
ciates stood on the deck of a ship
and watched Boston Harbor sink
into the blue behind.

They were off on the great mis-
sion thought of which Newport
had cherished ever since his
mother outlined it to him, a boy
of 14, Now he was 80. He must
have wondered whether he was
to be spared to realize any part
of his and his mother’s dream.

He was not. The brig reached

» her destination Feb. 6, 1826, and
the little band of Negro mission-
aries went ashore, But a month
later Newport and his chief lieu-
tenant, Salmar Nubia, were dead
of disease, and within a short
time Newport's son followed.

(Copyright, 1936, by the Provldence

Journal)
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A EISTORY OF THE NEGRO TROOPS IN THE ot
WAR OF THE REBELLICHN
1861-1865
By
Geerge W, Willisms, LL,D.
Colencl and late Judge Adveeata |
of the Grand Army of the Republie :
Preceded by
A Review of the Military Services ef Negrees
in Anclent and Medern Times

NEW YORK
ori&innlly published by Herper and Brothers in 1888

Reprinted 1969 by Negre Universities Press, a Divisi@n of the
Greenweed Publishing Corp, New York

Library of Congress Cat. Card Neo. 68-559281 SBN 8371-1404-4
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Preface xiil 2nd paragraph

p 23 last paragréaph....2-Jen 78 Gedy Varnum wreote Gen Wash~
ingten about & plan.... continued en p 24..... |

p 31 feotnote 2 Rider gives 88 names in &ll while only nine
tall with the rell..... continued en p 32, fectnete

Col,Williams divputes Rider, eculling™his literary workman-
ghip very lmperfect."

He seem te authenticate his resening very thercughtly.

I have breught this beock to the attentlon of the Rhede Island
Historgécal Society and thought yeu might @lse be interested
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" By RONALD B. HARRISON
From the confines of a small
black box history tumbled onto
Meeting Street the other day.

The box, part of a corner-
stone-laying ceremony on June
22, 1865, had been placed in the
foundation by the congregation
of the Bethel African Methodist
Episcopal Church at 193 Meet-
ing St.

And, until Tuesday when it was
discovered by Joseph Duhamel
and Harry Baccaire, two Provi-
dence building wreckers, it lay
undisturbed for almost 101
years.

President Lincoln had just
|been assassinated and the na-
Jtion was in mourning. Gov.
1James Y. Smith, a slender-
|faced, beardless man, had pro-
claimed June 1 as a day of
“mourning and humiliation.”
And one thin dime looked like
a small dollar bill.

Dr. Duhamel, 27, of 22 At-
wood St., a building wrecker for
the H. & B. Building Wrécking
Co., related how he and Mr.
Baccaire, the firm’s owner,
found the box.

“When we pushed over the
cornerstone, there it was. We
thought we had found gold or
something so we broke-it open
with a screwdriver.”

The church, which echoéd
with organ chords and sermon
intonations for the last time in
September, 1961, is being razed
for future construction
‘Brown University. The univer-
;sity bought the building in Au-
gust, 1961, for $50,000.

The university now plans to
make a garden on the site to
go along with the planned Pem-
broke College Alumnae Center,
scheduled to be ready for June
graduation. Samuel Leérner, a
Brown professor of engineering
|amd secretary of the planning
tand building committee, said
'last night that it is hoped the
garden will be finished at the
»same time.

Professor Lernér
smce the church building was

'

‘bought by the university, it had|

been used for storage. “But it

became a fire hazard " he

said.

i The church has been de-
scribed as the oldést African
Methodist Episcopal Church in
Providence,
religious group organized in
1815. The original
built of logs by slaves for their
meeting place, was destroyed
by fire set by Indians.

The existence of the corner-
stone and its contents has béen
known by succeeding pastors,
‘but attempts to find the ‘‘time
capsule’” in the past weére un-

successful—at least until this

week.
. The Rev. George J. Richard-

son, pastor of the. church in!

'byl

said that|

springing from aj

structure, |

S1 Y Lt ¢ “jb g oI L

1951, tried for two years to find
the stone so that the daté of the
building’s construction could be
established.

Historians and others might
regard the contents as a treas-
ure trove. Two newspapers, the
Providence Daily Journal and
the Manufacturers and Farmers
Journal, precursors of these
newspapers, were found in ex-
cellent condition, marred only
by small spots of mildew.

Other newspapers, the New
York Independent, dated June
22, 1865, and the Anglo-African,
dated March 25, 1865, were in
the same good condition. The
oldest newspaper in the box was
the Connecticut Courant, dated
Oct. 29, 1764, the year Brown
University was founded in War-
ren.

Two ' Indian head pénnies,
minted in 1863 and 1864, were
found in the box. A local coin
dealer says they are worth $2
to $5 depending on condition.

Besides the pictures of Gov-|

ernor Smith, thé anti-slavery

hymn book and still not yel-
lowed by age was a clipping

land are emancipated and slave-

salute was scheduled by the
mayor of Baltimore threé times
a day and citizens were urged
to display flags.

The contents may be valuable
to some school or university or
as a part of the state archives.
Mr. Baccaire, 51, who lives at
105 Sunbury St., says he had an
offer to buy from a Pawtucket
man the night of the discovery.

Asked what he intended to do
with the effects, Mr. Baccaire
said: “Just say they're for
sale." s

l

b

proclamation by President Lin-
coln and the néwspapers, the

item with the most personalf
touch was a small Discipline of|.
the African Methodist Episcopal|

Church with “T. H. Green” let-
tered on the side of the pages.
Tucked inside the pages of a

L

from an unknoéwn newspaper.|
It told that ‘“‘the slaves of Mary-|,

ry forever abolished.” A 500-gun "
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| Contents of box found under cornerstone of church are examined by Joseph Du-
hamel (left) and Harry Baccaire of the H&B Bu:ldmg Wreckmg Co.
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.i CHURCH HISTORY

The heritage which is ours is one of both age and wisdom, one of constant
struggle, and one of minimized success. As we here at Bethel Church look back
through the pages of history, our hearts cry out in appreciation for a history able
to stand firm though challenged and threatened at every turn.

The African Freedman’s Society, the organization which later developed into
Bethel AM.E. Church, was founded and established in Rhode Island exactly 100
years before the incorporation of Bethel. Slaves had begun to steal away in the eve-
nings, gathering in the woods out of the vision of their masters, to hear God’s word
as preached by one of their brethren. History has revealed that they met with such
consistency that an organization was automatically formed. Such was the humble

Prayer Of The Week i

Hear us, O God of mercy,. |

"#] am a man ot peace; God
- knows how | love peace. But |

b d

Bishop Baber Direets -
An Anniversary ’

Coming in May is the celebration
of the 150th anniversary of the Afri-
can Methodist Episcopal Church.

The church has a place in the
city’s history different from any oth-
er.
The first conference of organized
AMEs was held in Baltimore. No
written records of any kind antedate
those of Baltimore. _

The first elected bishop was a
Baltimorean, Daniel Coker. When he
couldn’t serve, the honor went to
Richard Allen of Philadelphia.

The first church was Bethel. The
chief AME churches of that same
name are in every large city. ’

It was a pastor of Baltimore’s
Bethel, who carried a delegation to
the military authorities during the

-
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Civil War, saying to them, “You do
not need to force cur colored people
to serve in the army. Just tell us .
how many volunteers you want and:
we will produce them.”

That Bethel pastor became a chap-
lain in the army, one of the first,

- and 8,000 colored volunteers from

Maryland went with him.
The story of the AMEs, hke'the
story of the Methodists and Baptists,

" spans this same hundred and fifty

ears.
¢ Its bishops, devoted pastors and
elders constitute the leaders of the
city as well as the leaders of the
state. i )
Under the direction of Bishop
George Baber, we do well to mark
thei- achievements.

T e i e Sl iy

- hope | shall never be such a N\ a}:ld }ljng)t Oufl' lr;%nds gShOZV begkinnings }c:f }\;vhat is togay 0 alsectign of th? o(iﬂy organization of international
itak ression — the lig 0 y grace. makeup, which is owned, operated, and controlled by the American Negro—the

:::v ;;zc?'\‘fo el § Through our Lord. Amen. : ‘ African Methodist Episcopal Church.
' —Hungarian Freedom Fighter , 1966 i From 1739 to 1795, the church wavered but remained in existence. At first
Kossuth. APRIL 30; ! | there were laws which did not permit the congregating of slaves. In spite of this,

God was guiding and directing his children out of the path of hurt, harm, and danger.
When the shackles of bondage were snapped, African Methodism immediately
sprang into existence in Rhode Island. The people created a definite organization.
A building was secured on Thayer Street and named Bethel A.M.E. Church.

Though there were those who waged constant warfare on Bethel, the church
lived on. Men and women of color were ostracized, criticized, arrested, and some
even convicted for the crime of organizing a church that they might worship under
their own vine and fig tree. Nevertheless, the church continued to stand as a sym-
bol of freedom of worship. When one was removed by the authorities, he was
miraculously replaced by two or three.

The church struggled but continued to prosper. Escaped slaves were led by
Harriet Tubman via the underground railroad up through Philadelphia, New Jersey,
New York, Connecticut, into Bethel, Providence. The significance of Bethel began
to grow until slaves, though shackled in bondage on the red clay of South Carolina,
became acquainted with this monument to freedom.

By this time the walls of Bethel were bulging, unable to accommodate the
hundreds of folk who rushed there for worship. The lot on which the church is now
located was purchased in 1820 and the present building was constructed.

Among the men who have played a role in the preservation of this great church
are Reverends J. B. Franklin Lacey, Pottinger, Newby, C. C. Dunlap, W. H. Thomas,
Cole, Witten, Hamilton, Campbell, Delaney, J. Julian Jenkins, C. B. Barrows, R. A.
Hildebrand, Griffith, Pitts, Richardson, W. J. Laws, George Rue, H. H. Burley
Collins, and the present Minister the Rev. Lascelle M. Watts.

Today we are standing on the threshold of still another era. An era of awaken-
ing, an era in which the good people of this great city, as well as the great citizenry
(})1f New England have said in concrete language, “We shall preserve this great

eritage.”

Yes, though the church still suffers trials and tribulations we now face a bright
tomorrow. We know that Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church shall continue
to live. We know that a beacon light shall remain aflame in this comer of God’s
vineyard, signifying the motto of African Methodism—GOD THE FATHER . .
CHRIST OUR REDEEMER . .. MAN OUR BROTHER.
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