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~ 1819- George T. Downing was born in New York city, December 30, 1819, 

~ J he attended the public scho ols there with Henry Garnett, Dr . Cro 

tJ"-Crummell and Prof. Reason, men of great quality. 
Eirly in life he became involved in the ri ghts of the people, 
wa~ a agent of the Under Gr ound Railroad, help ed to spirit away 
1111 ttle Henry" who had been placed in joil in New York, was ar -

'{ t-,._ rest ed but t he matt er was compromised with the value of the 
~ 1 slave paid. 

'0 He was one of the committee of 13 organized at the time of en-\ t actment of the Fugitive Slave Law. 
He fo ugh t to abolish the pro perty qualification of New York, 

t 
-'\J that colore d people ha d to own #2 50.00 worblli of real est a te. 
I~ His f a ther had carried on a large o~~ter bui sn ess for 40 years 

J 
on Broad Street in New York so it is f a ir to a s sume h is son 

~ ' George would follow ewtablish ed i n buisness in 1842. Later at 
f"- 690 Broadway under the name of George T. Downing, Confectioner 
\ ~ and caterer, ca tering to the elite of the city. ' t ,l Some of them induced him to open a summer buisness in Newport, 

~ "l! R. I . , in 1849 he bough t a Bellevue Avenue est a te in which the 
~ ~ Unite d Stat es Naval Academy was l oca ted for several years. 
'5> ")- J In 185 0 he moved to Providence where he open ed a ca tering buis-
~ ~ ness on Matherson Street near "lestminster, af t er two years he 
~ ~ 1, moved to Benefit street near College Street, catering to the 

summer colonist s in Newport. 0,\.-&0 , 

~ 
I' 1·r. Downing helped to f orm several color ed re g iments and on a 
1 ~ trip to ''lashin g ton i n connection wit h enlist ments, Congre s s -\\(' 1 man Dixon of Rhode Isl a nd persuaded him to t ake over the House 

~ 
restur a nt, st ay in g ther e for twelve yea rs t hen comi ng ba ck to 

, Newport continuing his buisnes s until he retire d in 1879, 

1 
While in ,Washi ng ton he mad e many friends of the fi gues in the 

~ po litic a l worl d , thr ough the help of Charles Sumner he secur ed 

I equal ri ght for h is people on the Balti more and 0pio Ra ilroad. 

J 
Mainly through his effords, Rhode Island public schools were 

'<I dese gregated. ,i.,., t,..,.__,-1 
~ He was t he only NegroAamong sixt een who contributed to ward the 

~ ~ purchase of Touro Park i n Newport where the old stone mill,is, 
1 ~ his name on the scroll commemorating a gracious gift. 

,J \l'l, He died July 7, 1903 in Newport, leaving three sons and three 
, daug hters • 
.:i ~ "If a l ong life of usefulness and honor can ma ke a man •s name 

1 <::,· great, cert ai nly no one has a h i gher cl a im than the one who 
~ heads thia s ketch." 

Evening Bulletin 7-22-03; Bio graphy of George Thomas Downing, 
bys .A. M. W&shington, Milne Press, Newport, R. I . 
compile d by Carl R. Gross, M. D. Provi dence, R. I . 1970. 

1819 - The African Union Meeting House and School House Society. 
Colored people at t ended different wh ite churches, the largest 
number at the First Baptist Meeting House in America, wanting 
one of their own a special committee was formed to see Moses 
Brown, a Quaker , s ome had been in his service. After hea ring 
their plea he said, "I have always wanted to help the colored 
people • . . .. •• Now go seek ye out a lot suitable for your pur 
pose an d I will pay for it". 

Gk I' 
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1819- continued 
The colored people had raised $500 .00, the deed had been drawn 
up on April, li, 1819, submitted and correxted by Moses Brown 
who signed it May 14, 1819 . 
In April work began and by December the first floor room, 50-
~0-30 was r aised and covered, The work stopped to begin again 
in May, 1820 , the roof and school room were finished. 
On the first Sunday in June, 1820 the first worsh ip was held, 
the cla pboards and exterio r were finish ed in 1821 with the 
White friends furnishing the pews and pain t. The pews held 
f our persons and sold fo r $20,00, the first one sold going to 
the h i ghest bi dde r, the sale being he ld Sep tember 1, 1821, 
only Negroes allowed to own pews. , 48 pews and 158 free se a ts, 
Pew 21 for whi te str a ngers, pew 28 fo r the minis ter and school 
te a cher, pews 11 to 14 and35 to 38 were free unless the need 
to sell for expens es. Only pew holders could vote, one pew, ore 
one vote, men only on financial matters. 
A minist er was hired annua l y with the buisness, of the s so d:>iejly 
tr ans a ct ed quarterly at 3 P . M., the first '!e~day in May, 
August, November and February. 
It was to be of no particular denomination according to Moses 
Brown •s wish with pasto rs fr om the white churches- serv ing, the 
oldest opening and the youngest closing the serviue, 

The early life of t he Negro in Pr ovi de nce by William J . Brown 
Notes on Negro Churches i n Rhode I s l a nd by Mr s . Ulys ses T. 
carter, Sr,, and Mrs . Bever ly Tinsley . 
Compile d by earl R. Gross , M. D. , Provi de nce, R. I. 1970. 
see file on Negro Churches. 

l820- About 1820 a school for color ed children was opened on Midale 
stree t, Pr ovidence, one of th e teachers be i ng Miss Gano, daugh 
ter of Rev. Ga no of th e First Baptist Meeting House in America. 

Book by Wi ll i am J. Brown 

1824- The First Negro church bui l ding on t he Island of Rhode Isl and 
was by the Colored Union Church and Smciety on a lot, l 00x60 
at t he corne r of Church and Division Streets , Newport, R. I., 
ded icat ed June 23 , 1824. CAB 

1826- Benjamin J. Bur t on was born in Darien , Conn., Jul y 3 , 1826, 
coming to Newport, R. I. , in 1845 wher e he d i ed October 6 , 1885. 
In 1849, duri rg t he go ld rush , he went to Galiforn i a where he 
work ed side by side wit h a I.Jr. Flood who later became a New York 
banke r. 
Returning to Newport he became a t eamst er accumulating a sum of 
money, laubching an express buisness under very trying circum
stances, i.e., his harnesses wer e slashed, his team damaged but 
under these hardshi ps he managed to survive. 
He was the first citizen t o introduce and operate busses on 
BeiUevue Avenue aria"Tater on Broadway in Newport , CAB 
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1819 - The African Union Meeting House Society continued from pag e 10 
The colored peo ple made great prepa r a ti ons to celebrate at the 
dedication of th e church a t Hodge Congdon' s house . Young men 
had dr ill ed having fo r med a mil it ary company under the command 
of Col one l Geor ge Bar rett , a bl a ck man well pos t ed in mi l it a ry 
tact ics through a s sociation with British officers. 
The Quakers were to be met a t their church but when they saw a 
band and a mil itary company, they r efused to march a nd went by 
themse lv es , l ea vin g i t to the Afric a n societ ies to march to 
t he church . I n deference to the Quakers, the mi litary company 
ha d to stack a rms outside. j ·•'i Willia m J. Brown book, 1883 
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1828- Edward Mitchell Bannist er was born in St . Andrews , New Bruns 
wick in November, 1828, the son of Edward and Hannah Alex ande r. 
He died in Providence in 1901 while attending an evening ser-
vice at the Elmwood Avenue Baptist Church, (died Jan.9,190 1) 
As a young boy he shipped on vessells plying the coastal trade 
later making Boston , Mass ., his home. While there he a tten ded 
the Lowell Instit*te also studing under Dr, Rimmer an anatomist. 
He married Christ a Cartreaux, a Narragansett Indian from North 
Kingston , R. I., out r855 or 1856. She was a wig maker and ha ir
dresser and in the early 70•s they moved to ,providence, R. I. 
Around 1878, Whitaker, Ststson and Bannister met in his studio 
in the Woods building, 2 College Hi ll discussing plans for mu
tual benefit an d out of these came the Providence Art Club wi th 
James. Sul liv an Lincoln, the first presiden t and the first signer 
of the document for ming the club, Bannis ter the sec0nd si gner 
followed by Whitake r, Ste tson and others. It is very sigt!ificant 
he was the only Negro member out of some Negro artists here who 
nigh t have qualified, (Founded on February 18, 1880) 
His first efforts were scriptl.\hl scenes later to pastoria l ones, 
"Under the oaks," won a major award at the Centennial Exposition 
in Philadelph i a of 1876, the "OB ks" r,eferred to those on the 
farm of William Goddard in Potowamut, R. I., was sold to a Mr , 
Duff of Boston for $1500 . 00 . 
A gathe rin g of artists and frienas raised money for a memorial 
to honor one of the l ead i ng art i sts i n Rhode Island, a gr an ite 
boulder with a bronze palette with his name and dates also a 
sc roll with a poem by Mrs. Smith was pl aced in the North Buria l 
Ground , Provi dence, R. I. 
!Ted Trosby, directo r of the Barrington Art Gallery opened ne
got i ations with the Smithsonian Institmta to acquire a collec
ti on of Bannister•s works for the Uni ted St a tes, Collection of 
Fine Arts •••• a letter from Neal Peterson , assistant to Vice 
Presiden t Humphrey said, this would make a valuable find on 
your part and they would be delighted to receive these paint-
ings for a permanent part of the collection.~ (Prov Sun Jour 
9-12-55) (Prov Eve Bul and J. K. Ott , 1955, "The Barbizon $ohool ir 
Jtnop:Mi.mdetloe") 

1830- The Second Free Will Baptist Church, 1830-19 had been meeting 
wit h the African Union Meeting House and School House Socie ty, 
being known as the Abbysinia Free Baptis t Church when they left 
in 1830. Because of their abhorence to slavery, seven men and 
two women withdrew and i n 1835 were admitted to the Rhode Is
land Free Will Baptis t Quarterly Conference meeting which was 
incorporated in 1826 with churches in Burr iville, Smit hfie l d, 
and Pawtucket. 
They met in homes and a hall but soon decided to have a church 
of their own. Through their treasurer, Gato Nort hup, land was 
purchased at the corner of ·ond and Angle Street s for $225 .0 0 , 
a deed was recorded in 1841 under the name of the Second Free 
Will Baptist Church.and a church 30x40 was built and occup i ed , 
In 1842, Mr. Northup mortgaged the land for $422 . 00 to '~illiam 
Brown, being deeded back to the Secont! Free Wi ll Baptis t Church . 
Later they rented at the corner of Franklin and Pond Stree ts, 
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1830- Second Free ".'ill Baptist Church continued 
next renting a hall over a blacksmith shop on Fenner Street,la 
ter destroyed by fire . They worshipe d next in a hall on Union 
Street, leaving when the corner stone was laid at Pond and An
gle Streets, September 28 , 1871 with the church dedica ted Sep t
ember 29, 1872. 
Title to the Steward Stree t Baptist Church was given to them 
and the old church was sold to the Church of God and the Saints 
of Chris t. Having to move for a re - deve lop cment project, they 
accepted the invitation of the Cranston Stre et-Rog er Williams 
Baptist Church to worship from the late 40 ' s until ~§fGh 14~h 
1965 when the cornerstone was laid by t he Prin ce Hall Grand 
Lodge of Rhode Isl and, F. and A. M. , with the dedication at 75 
Ches t er Avenue, Providence, R. I., March 28, 1965 . 
In the 70 1 s during Rev . Dungee •s pastorate $1200 . 00 was raisei , 
$600 . 00 coming from a dinner for white buisness men in Howard 
Hall. He had been a slave but escaped to canada and after the 
emancipation proclamation returned to Viginia where he gai ned 
an education and became a minister. 
Rev . Zachariah Harrison served as pastor for 26 years , from 
1897 to 1923 . 
From the mid t h irties t he church se emed to have young men to 
serve, some as student supply who later became permenent. but 
the church se Emed to a stepping stone for other fields, Rev. 
Henderson to Galifornia, Rev. McKinney to Store r College then 
to Virginia State University, Rev. "!ynn l eft under the Congre
gational Church to hea1 a school among the Cvimbudus in Ga
lanque , Angola , West Africa min ist ering to one of the largest 
congregations in the worll:d, (Prov Sun Journal 3- 27 -41.) Rev, 
Samuel Procto r left to join the faculty of Vir gin ia Union Uni 
versity later having some official position in the Peace Corp. 
In my file on Negro churches in Rhode Island I ha ve been able 
to get the name of every minister that has pastored this 
church.from 1830 to 1970 . (notes on Negro Churches, Mrs . car~ 'r 
ter and Mrs . Tinsley; \'l'ill i am J. Br own book; Negro churches in 
Rhode Island by Robert Glann Scherer, Jr .; The Free Will Bap
tist of R. I. and vicinity, Dover, N. H, 1880 , p36 , by J . M. 
Brewster; earl R. Gross, M. D., who compiled these notes , ) 

1837 - "informent Sister Gat herine Chesbrew 
The beginning of the Church was when Rev George Spyward mo
ther walked out of the Old Chestnut St re et i-e:thodist Church 
on account of s ubscribe treatment of the colored members then 
the r est of the colard members followed her . they had meetings t.round 
around to theirHo~ until the society was formed in !!.inor 
Hall House where old Gaspee Street Church sto d4, the house was 
next to it the ground was given by Mars hall Woods mother for 
a Colored Methodis t Church . " 
The above is an exact quote from the "Journal of the Quarter
ly Conference of the Colored 1''.et hodist Ep Church of the Zion 
connection formed by Jehiel Bemone. Septem ber 2th 1837." The 
journal containing minutes of meetings from September 2 , 1837 
to 1859 in my possesion, C.R.Gross, M. D. , 1970 . 

Winter street A.M.E.Z. Churchcoobtrunued 
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A.M.E,Zion Church, Winter Street continued 
"'lhE)n Rev. Spyward ' s mother and other colored left the Old 
Chestnut Street Methodist Church , they met in homes of dif 
feren t members until the society was fo r med in Minor Hall ' s 
!muse where the old Gas pee St:.-eet Church st ood , ( boiler room 
on State House grounds , ) 
It was a d irect br an ch of the"l<.M.E . church which withdre w 
from the Methodist Episcopal thurch, South in 1776 , By 1840 
it had forty members and more than doubled its membership by 
1842. 
"I hereby ag ree to r emove the dwellin g house belon in g to me 
now standing on a por ti on of the lot No 26 on Gaspee Street 
conveyed by myself and Mrs . Woods to the African Methodist 
Episcopal Church, from the said lot, with in six? months from 
this date and if it is not so re moved, t he tim e named in my 
Deed to them, for the remova l of this house from lot No 25, 
sha l l be proportionally enlarged , 

Providence Oct 7 , 1850- - Marshall Woods n 

In 1888, Rev. Adderson with truetee s Andrew Burgess, I siah 
Reason a nd othere were authorized to purchase a lo t on Win 
t er Street where a l a rge brick church was st a rted a nd finish
ed in 1894 under Rev, Coff ee. 
The bui l ding had a bell tower, l arge church area with a bal
cony on three si des, pulpit, choir stall, or ga n, stained 
glass windows , two of whic h were g iv en by George Henry on 
the upper half level. The lo wer half level e·ontained the Sun
day Scho ol roo~ and utilities. 
At one time it had a membership of over 500 with aunday 
school of 400, a lyceum with a lar ge attendance , with a ques
tion and answer period following on various subijects. 
The property was con demned by the Providence Re-develop ment 
authority in the 1960's l a ter joining with the A.M.E.Zion 
church on Wadsworth Street to build a new modernistic struc
ture there as t he Hood Memorial A. M. E. Z., wit h Rev. Hardge 
pastor . 
The follo wing served as 
1837 Jehiel Bemone 
1838 Wm. Serrington 
1839 Nathan Blunt 
1840 Leven Smdith 

41 " 
42 

pas tors:-
1888-Rev. Anderson Rev. Alleyne 
1894 Rev. Coff ee Rev. Carroll 

Rev . Weller Rev . Mor gan 
1918 Cap t T.MEol!on cRev. Morris 

Rev . Terpen Rev, B. Johnsonlo/S-b 
Rev, Coles Rev. Green ,,,? 
Rev. Buster Rev, A,~ · 43 

1844-49 
1849-57 
1857 - 61 
1861 - 63 
1831;/
After 
Notes 
Negro 
Notes 

D. Va nde vere Rev. \'lashington ·1/'Y-tt,,.,>Q~H~c 
Joseph Hicks Rev . Mccullum 
Pe ter Ross Rev. Holland 
Jos9h. ~icks 111/07 Rev. Crooke 
'vv . J . ~e.ce,-v I q oq Rev. Biddle 

1894 they are not in c·onsecutive order 
on Negro Churches by Mrs. carter and Mrs. Tinsley 1835 
churches before 1860, R. G. Scherer, Jr. Jan . 1966 
from other sources by Carl R. Gross, M. D. 

GRcS!, P 13c 



1839- Christ Church, (Episcopal) was organized in 1839 after meet 
ings and worship were held in a school house on Washington 
Street, Providence, R. I . , incorporating in 1842 in a wooden 
building , ( 38x52 . ) 
S. G. Degrasse served as rector in 1840 followed by a lay 
reader, the famous Alexander Crummell from 1840 to 1844 . 
l.'r. Crummell was a learned man later receiving aM degree 
from Queen ' s College, Cambridge, became a missionary to 
Africa , returning to America to teach in 'Vashington, D. C. , 
where he founded the American Negro Academy. 
The membership dwindled after Crummell left, the church de 
solved. I -- -3 

Alexander Crummell, B 1818 D. 1898 Souls of Black Fol .it;., 1961"; 
Robert Glen Scherer, Jr . , "Negro Churches in Rhode Island 
Before 1860." Rhode Island History, vol 25, No I, Jan . 1966 

1840 - t!alor , A. Van Horne was born in Princeton, N. J., 1940, a Re
pubilican, a minister and teacher. He was a member of the 
first class to graduate from Lincoln University in oxfo r d , 
Pa. 
He came to Newport October 1 , 1868 , short l y afte r was called 
as the pasto r of the Union Congregational Church there until 
he resigned in 1897 t o accep t an appointment by Presiden t 
McKinley as U. s . Consul to St. Thomas, DWI. He resigned from 
the dip l omatic service in 1908 , taking up religious wor k in 
the 1lovarian Church in Antigua where he died April 24, 1910 . 
He was a member of the New1_ort school committee from 1873 to 
1892 , twelve years of which he was chairman of the commi ttee 
on text books also on the committee to examine applican t s 
for the Rhode Island State Normal Schoo l. He was a chap l ain 
in the Rhode Island State Militia . 
He was the first Negro to serve in the Rhode Island Gener al 
Assembly, 1885 - 1886 -1 887 . 
His pastorate of the Union Congregational Church in Newpor t 
marked the golden era of its existence after a crisis when 
he first came. 
Negroes on the Island of Rhode Island by Charles A. Batt l e 
Rhode Island Law Library, Providence , R. I . 

1840 - Brown Chapel was formed by some Negro membeBs of the Indian 
Church in Newport from South Kingston at Curtis Corners i n 
South Kingston in 1840 , building a church there the same 
yea r. In 1842 , the name, First Colored Baptist Church was 
adopted although not strickly Baptists. Ministers of mant 
denomination s preached there and some of the members held 
prayers at Mooresfield.wb ere Mr. Dani el Rodman fu r nished 
the land and helped build the church. ;;; 

1- Negro Churches in Rhode Island before 1860 , by Robert G. 
Schere r, Jr . , Rhode Island History, January 1966 pp23 - 24 . 

;},-Joseph -ireace Hazard, "The Colored Baptist Church at Moores 
field" The Narragansett Historica l RegisGil r , vol II 1883 . 

J _ f},.,t_ :;JJ::-,c11_1-rA;i;,fr.,.,, '"---"--~\\:st ·Y 1-'k.. ?.>La.....,_ks I CJ---U--J'a-lav,..., 
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1840- Congdon Street Baptist Church was orinally or ga nized December 
8, 1840 as t he Meeting Street Baptist Church by Rev . Jeremiah 
Asher, a Licentiate from Hartford, Conn . 
It had been meeti ng with ot he r denominations in the Afric an 
Union Meeting House but after the ot her denominations had lost 
their ecumenical sp irit by leaving, the Calvinist Baptist were 
left in phys ical charge of the property , with nfne members , 7 
mal es and 2 females . Rev . Asher was ordained during t he organi
zation and served for ei ght years . 
In 1863 nearly half of the male members joined the 14th R . I . 
Heavy Artillary goi ng to serve the country and due to such a 
male loss, t he churc h was unab le to hire a mi n ister for the 
next three years . 
The chur ch r emai ned a t the Meeting Street l oca tion, increasi ng 
its membership until 1869 . The church had bee n erected almos t 
i n the back yard of t he Hale property a t Meeting and Congdon 
Streets who only had a ten foot access on },'eeting Street . Mr . 
Hale a pproached the offic ers and members with an offer to ex
change his lo t at Congdon and Angell Court for theirs, also 
g ive the church $1000 . 00. The i dea d id not set wit h s ome of 
t he members but t he majority prevailed and in 1870 the pro 
per ty was l ega lly changed to be the Congdo n Street Baptist 
Chur ch . While these negotiations were going on so me nearby 
whites complained to the City Council, had t he building c on
demned , tor ne~ down after a Sunda y service and by the nex t 
Sunday the y haJ no pl a ce to worship . 
They held services in private homes until they secured the 
services of a contractor , a new edifice was begu n, the Ves
try c ompl eted anu ded icate d Npitl 21, 1874, t he church c om
pleted in July of 1875 at a cost of abou t $16 ,000 . 00 . 
I n 1874, the New Engl a nd Baptist Mis siona ry Covent ion was 
organ i zed in the vestry of this church. 
During the pasto r ate of Rev. Joseph O. Johns on, 1891-1 896 , 
t he church deb t was cleared and the mortgage burned, he 
also increas ed t he membership to 330. 
Around forty members left to meet in Sl a ter ' s Hall on Wey 
bosset Str ee t and in 1884 , Ebene zer Baptist Church was or
gan ized, a bu il ding erected and i nco r porated in 1888 on 
A Street, 
In 1901 over 100 members aga in left and formed the Olney 
street Baptist Chur ch under Rev . J . H. Pr esley who had been 
locked out of Congdon Street Baptist Church. 
Misce :- Members were baptised in :J;he Prov i de nce River; th e 
pasto rs were pa id $300 . 00 per annum , one ha lf by the St a te 
Convention ; Rev. Chau ncey Leonard who served from 1853 to 
1855 was the first Negro chap lain appoin t ed by Presi den t 
Lincoln during the Civil "lar ; Mr . Edward S . Peters over 40 
year s a Deacon , 28 years church e l erk, 38 yea r s Sunda y 
School Superin t enden t; Mrs . Lena L. Gross Assistan t under 
llr . Pet e:11s; Mrs . Fre e love Peters, Kindergarden Supe rint en 
den t with its little red chairs; From this church came a 
pa st President of the Rhode I s l and Baptist Sunday School 
Convention , Dr . Andre w L . Ja ckson, Sr . , who a lso serv ed as 
tr,e church I s Sunday School Supe ri ntenden t for many yea!'Ils. 
lil lia m J. Brown book 
Not es on Negro Churches by Mrs . U.T . Carter,Mrs. Beverly 

J f~t;ilca£
9
lte tch of Congdon Street Church , Rev . L. L. John

son, 1965 

GR,5 P, l 
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1841- "I, Michael •Tillinghast of Providence in the County of Provilc-
dence and state of Rhode Isl and, man of c·olour, mindful of my 
mortality, do make my last Will and Testament in rliaarnfinl ioil;i,ng 
il.owiimg,• · .••... '!The net of said rents, incomes,issues and pr ofit s , or 
fits or so much of them as sa id Trustees shall think expedient 
they shall f rom time to time aprly to the relief of such poor 
and des titute colore d pe ople resi ding in Pro vidence •..••.•.• " 
Michael Tillinghast 17 ?-1841 was the seco nd of Rhode Isl and 
Negro philanthrop is ts who left an estate in trust to benefit 
the "poor and destitute c olo r ed peop le of Provi dence . 
The property was l oca t ed at 25-27 Beacon Avenue and Pine 
Street'i, Providence, R. I. (The c·opy of t he wil l says Pine 
and Plane Stre e ts whic h was later chenged to Beacon AMenue.) 
Five Trust ees were named and according to the wi ll hereof 
elect to fill vacancies. I was at one ti me one of the Trus -
tees and in the late fifties . five ladies, members of the 
J\J.Jiimor Service League of Providence were named the presen t 
Trust ees , (1970). They asked the Superi or Court permiss ion 
to sell the property and use the proce eds to invest , using 
the i nterest for continued char~table purposes to the poor. 
(Copy of his will encl) Eve Bul 7-23-57 

1845 - Mt. Zion A.M.E.Church, Newport , R. I. 1845-19 ? The society 
was org an ized by Rev. Henry A. Johnson, acting presidin g 
Elder in 1845 a nd was incorporated in 1849. It started in 
a carpender shop, moved to Gran Lane, Johnson Court then to 
Bellevue Avenue adjoining the Jewish Cementary. 
There is a movement on foot (1969) to make this church a 
na ti ona l shrine or a Bla ck Museum. Being near the Viking 
Hotel, it has been used as the h~adquar ters fo r the Inter
naqonal Cup Race/l' • .!B~;J,C<it'~~~'$ee file on Negro Churches 

,1,,,;vv1qa.l'"1.'1 Low<- (E . 73 - t. -nr-70,.,, i,-v,..,\'\'ec. , 
1849- In John Mowatt •s home on Division Stree t, Newport, R. I., 

the first meetings were he l d in 1849 to organize a colored 
Masonic Lodge. He was a grocer and subst anti a l citiz ·en. CAB 

1854- osceola cook , 1854-18 99, Inv ento r, barber, pol it i ~mon was 
born in New Bedford , Mass., abou t 45 years before his dea th 
March 14, 1899 in Providence, R. I. 
He was a colorful f i gue, weighing 449 lbs, a man who d id 
not know his strehgh, a n artist with a bu ll whip. It is 
sa id, he once whipped a white news man who had said some
thing derogatory about him, was arrested but the case was 
drop ped , polit ically as he was high in Republican politics. 
Cook bought out ·a barber shop in the Narraganse tt Hote l also 
had a boot-black stand where the Clld Bristol Hote l on Market 
Square stood abou t 1885, The curved habdle to fit the ha nd 
was his improvement which he so l d his half to Brown & Sharp 
for $800.00, the oth er half belonged to the mechanic who ma
chined it, their being ohher inventions, a shampooing machine, 
He ke pt in his ro om a se t of chest weights also Indian clubs 
with which he exerc is ed da ily to try to keep his wiegh t down. 
on account of his weight, a special casket was bui lt whi ch 
was so l ar ge it was car r ied to the ceme1'tary on a dray, r- Eve Bul 3-15- 99 
Rwv'1 Fcwv-,i:.,i:. ?0-'<l-<.e\'. ;f-- 73 /1-S- b 1, ?z.:,,J L;ut-d. 1 . , • 

,_~ Cu.,-,j,_,L"'-7 Sr 
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1855 - Start of the lon g fi,:ht to deseg~e ga te the public schools in 
Rhode Island, le d especially by George T. Downing of Newport 
and others, because his children were refused admmssion in 
the Newport schools.. ?.,~./< -•~ G-e.<1 T,2).,w"''~JD & CAB 

1859- Josephine Silone Yates was born in Mat ti tuck, Long Isl and , N. 
Y. , November 17, 1859 and w:as brought to Newport in her early 
youth. She attended the public schools there, gra duating at 
the head of her class from Rogers Hi,h and received a medal 
for scholarship. a!l!dot pe~f1r1ttcnl~nefil ii rl to gradua te from 
there . Two years later in 1879, she was the first colored 
,: irl to graduate from the Rhode Island Normal School in Provi 
dence, R. I.(?CRG) 
She went to the centr:al West, te:aching at Li r coln Institute, 
Jefferson City , Mo., in 1881 up to 1889 when she marr ied Pr:o
ssor '!1. u1. Y:ates of Kansas City. 
She is noted as. an educator, writer, club organ izer and is an 
Honorary President of the National Ass odi ation of Colored v:o
men also Professor of English and History at Lincoln Institute. 
She died September 3 , 1912 . (CAB, The Colored American Maga
zine, 1905-1907 CRG) 

1860- Jimmy Buffum, 100 yeras of age was the last slave to die in 
Rhode I sland at Jamestown. JEC Eve Bul 2 -1-35 

1860- Mount Zion African lcethodist Episcopal Church, erected in 1860 
the ~ ~ ~ \W t!le ~ ti.lll QI Providence at a 
cost of abou t $3500 .0 0 , its first pastor, Rev. George H. Wash
ington. Char tered in 1872 by an act of the General Assembly 
of Rhode Isl and : "Section 1: Howard Edwards, James Lecount , 
Thomas Rogers and Samuel Ji::ckson are hereby created a body , 
corporate, with perpetual succession by the name of the Mount 
Zion Methodist Episcopal Church in Providence, R. I., for the 
~ur pose of establishing and sup porting the public worship of 
Almighty God" . Wadsworth Street AMEZ mer.,ed with '"inter 
Street AMEZ church which fell to the Providence Redevelopement , 
adding to their former land are2, building 2 new modern church 
under t he name of the Hood Memorial AMEZ Church with Rev . Ar 
thur L. Hardi.;e , forma'Hy pastor of the Winter Street AhlEZ as 
the pastor of the merged bodies . CRG Church file 

1862- An order issued by Governor Sprague, August 4, 1862, called 
for the enlisting of a sixth re,:iment to "consist entirely of 
colored persons. On the question of whethe r they were to be 
employed on equal terms arose and the movement was t emporally 
susp ended. This was to have been the Sixth rei.;iment of Rhode 
Island Volunteers. 

1863- The Fourteenth Rei.;iment of Rhode Island Volunteers, 1800 men 
stroni.;, enlistments be~an August of 1863 with the first company 
mustered in at camp Fremont,(Dexter Trainini.; Ground) under C&p
tain Nelson Viall and by Sept ember, four companies were trans 
ferred to ()amp Bc.iley, Dutch Isl and , R. I. (By Edwin,·;. Stone 
of the 1st R.I.L. A. Geori.;e H. Vihitney , publisher, Providence , 64) 

l,? l~'l 



1863- 14th Reg R. I. Vol continued 
outside of about 75 men that were drafted , th e1rest were volun
te ers and due to Colon el Viall, the success of the exper iment 
of preparing for service the first c olo r ed regiment sent from 
Rhode Isl and s ince 1776. is given credit . (By Edwin W. Stone 
of the 1st R .I. LlA. Prov 1864 George H. Whitney pub lisher.) 
P . s . The 6title of Mr. Stone 's book is Rhode Island Regiments . 
The commisjoned officers were white, non- c ommis)oned were Ne
gro es . 

1864 - The Sh il oh Baptist Church, Newport, R. I., was organized May 
10, 1864 at the residence of Mrs . Esthe r Br inley , 73 Levin 
Street with fourteen ori cina l members. They held meetin gs in 
the Seventh Day Baptist Church which the y hired s"ince the mem
bership increased with a native African, the Rev . V!. J . Bar 
nett as their first pastor . Others were Theodore Valentine, 
George Hamlin, Anan i as Brown, Henry N. Jeter, N. J. Marriott, 
w. J. Pres t on, J. R. c. Pinn , Bell . Dr . Livingston and others . 
In 1868 the church bought its ' present home fro m the Trinity 
Church Corporation for $2000 . 00. 
Some of its finest work was urder Rev . Henry N. Jeter who was 
cal:j.ed in 1875 and served for over forty ~, ~ 1~ 
pastorate of any Negro in Rhode I s l a nd. 
In 1878, he married Miss Thomas inia Hamilton of Brooklyn, N. 
Y. Her father, Thomas Hamilton was the editor of the Anglo
African, one of the earliest t1egro newspaper in t his cou ntry. 
The childr en were exceptional musicians, having been received 
at the White House by President McKin ley in 1897. They t r avel 
ed throughout New England as the Jeter Family of Musi cians. 
(Notes of Negro Churches by Mrs , carte r and Mrs . Tinsley of 
the Negr o group of the Tercentenary Commit t ee; Prov . Chroni~ l~' 
ele~. )uring Rev. Jeter •s time he estab lished the Sh iloh 13(1.jl

tist Mission on the Island of Jamestown , R . I., in 1889. 

1866- The fight to end segregation in the pubiic school in Rhode Is -
land was in 1866. GTD 

1869 - ~ohn c. Minkins, 1869 -1 959, the only Negro editor of a white 
newspaper in the United States , was editor of th e Providen ce 
News , (v1hi te) from 1906 to most ofl~His Claim ) . 
l.'.r. Mimkins was born in Norf'olf , va. , January 29, 1869 and 
died here October 30 , 1959 at the Roger illiams Hospital. 
He married Rosa J. Jessup in 1894 , fathered eight childr en , 
five of whom survive, all g irls, four of the five surviving 
grad ua ted from Pembroke College in Brown Uhiversity . 
He was in the first class to graduate from the Norfolk Mis
sion college in 1888 . Fe wrote a daily c olumn, "Among OUR 
COLO!III!li P!!OJ')Lli:" in the white Evening Telegram. 
In 1891 he came to Providence to manage the New England Torc h
l ight, Joseph w. Henderson, publisher, a Negro from Texas , Re
public1;; inspired, where he remained pr e cariously three months . 
The Prov i dence News; was estab lished as a tlepublican organ so 
he sought an opening, being paid 11·a penny a line", received 80 
cents the first week . 
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1869- John C. Minkins continued 
While with the Tel egr am, he handled the f amous "Lizzie Bor den " 
tri a l and in th e course of his newspape r exper i ence , hadd~ed 
copy for the Hearst papers fo r 20 years, wr ote a Providence 
Sunday l et te r for the Boston Globe fo r 45 yea r s . 
In hi s early days here he leaned toward t be Republicans but 
later went over to the Democr ats . 
Joining the I. O.B.P . Elks of t he Wor l d , he was made Grand Lodge 
Reporter which he held fo r 15 yea r s . At the conven tion in Mon
treal i n 1955, he was endorsed fo r the honor of Past Grand Ex
alted Ruler. CRG- His per sona l t yped autob io graphy-Eve Bul 10-
31-59) 

1869?-Madame Sis s ieretta Joynor Jones, the "Black Patt i" was bor n in 
Por t smouth , Va., about 1868-69 on Janua ry 5th , the daughter of 
the Rev . Jerem i ah M. and Henriet ta B. Joynor . He was pasto r 
of an Afrillcan Met hodis t church there and the dau ght er was abou t 
eight year s of age he recei ved a ca ll to a church in Provi dence . 
While a mere child, Madame Jo nes had a remarkable vo ice , soon 
attracting the at t ention of t he music a l peop l e who encouraged 
her fin an ci a lly, when 15 studied under M. Mauros and Baroness 
Ulcombe her e, at 18 going to th e New Engl and Conservato ry of' 
Music in Boston, Mass ., l a t er to New York where she studied un
der Madame Louise cappiani, t he gre a t voice teacher, 
Af t er s inging at the sans Sou ci Garden in Pr ovi denc e she re
ceived a call to come to New Yor k for Abbey ,Schoeffe l and Gra u 
wit h suc h success a t Wa ll ack •s Thea ter that she was immediate 
ly hi r ed for a tour of Sou th Americ a , no colored art i s t had 
ever appea re d at Wall a ck •s befo re. 
She made he r European de but i n Ber lin, Germany fol lo wed by an 
appearance before the King of England aroun iJ-.1888 . Coming ba ck 
to America she sang before th:tee pr esi dents, Harrison, McKin
ley and Roosevelt . 
r.:a jor J . B. Pond bec ame her manager , he a lso managed Reverent 
T. DeWit t Talmage, Cla r e Loui se Kello g , Mark Twain , Henry '.\'ard 
Beecher a nd othe rs. 
Once she remarked, "I woke up famous a t the Gar de n and d id n •t 
know it", sin g ing before 75000 peop le in one week . Her accom
painis t was Mrs. Al berta Wils on, a finished colored pi an ist 
also under Major Pond . 
Madame Jon es has the distinction of hav i ng ap pea r ed mafmoEe 
co~secutive prefor mance s than any other living singe r. 
The New York Clipper gave he r the name, the Bl ack Patt i and 
said , "she sings li ke Patt i without the slightest effor t". 
Scor es of g ifts were showered upon her , the richest of al l a 
tiarra of' solid gold with three diamonds projectin g ; f rom 
the Governo r-G ene r al of Demera ra; the cost l t~s~ r by t he cit 
izens of st . Thomas , a lstge solitaire diamon d in the center 
of a bar set with emeralds, thelargest a gold medal from the 
President Hyppolyte of Hait i, t hese and many others . 
Her mot her became ill so she came home to care fo r her until 
she passed . She made one appear ence at the Grand Theate r in 
Chicago, then retiring to her home at 7 V/hea ton Stree t. 



page 20 

1869? Madame Siss ie retta Joynor Jones contmnued 
She was a very proud woman, selli ng her jewe lry to live on ex
cept three gold medals out of t he seventeen she wore across 
her bosum in concert, s e lling of f her property except the home 
at ·.'/heatt::,n street . 
She tried taking in state children as a fos ter- moth er unt il 
he r hea lth commenced to fa il. She went on relief , that not be
ing enough so through the kindness of a friend who had im~med 
wi th her mother, for t wo years pa id the t axes , water hill, c·oa 1 
and wood bill. 
She died pene y less in t he Rhode I sla nd Hospital, Provi de nce,,, 
in July of 1933 and no doubt this same friend saw th-,t she was 
not buried in a pauper •s gr a ve wher e they bury the indi ge nt. 
MY buddy, Joh n L. Davis, Jr., also ro omed with Mrs. Jojn ar so Vc,'1.,.,ot· 
I was in and out of th at house quit e frequently and saw Madame 
Jones when sh e came home summers . 
This same friend when she had passed, three gol d medals, two 
scrapbooks, one containing press re le ases of he r tours, pho to
graphs etc knowing of my i nt eres t in Negro history i n Rhode 
I s l and so for my files I wrote a short hi sto ry of Madame Jones 
and when Radcliffe Coll ege sent £or F1w~oilm~tto muoplace her in 

their dict:hona ry of tmeric a n Wo,men, I sent them a copy which 
was sent to Mr. Lit~aenwaDger, head of the referenc e se cti on, 
.Librar y of Congr ess, who was to wr ite the article on her. 
For post erity I sent the meda ls, ph ot ogra phs, scrap books to 
the Jesse E . Moorl a nd Collection, Howard University, Washing
t on, D. c. Radcliffe su gges ted the Schlessinga erc ollection or 
the Moorl a nd one . (Prov Sun Jour 7-1 6- 33 Short History by 
CRG, 1966.)( Afro - American, Providence Chronicle) 

187?- In the early 70's, Dr. Andrew Jackson was the first r eg ist ered 
dent ist to practi~e in Providence wit h his office a round Public 
a nd Elmwood Avenue. My f a ther went wit h his cousin , Caroline 
Prout Brown to have her tooth pulled . Reg istered R.IIClli67? CRG 

1872- Goer ge Henry, 1816 -1 900 was the first Negro to serve on a jury 
in Rhode Isl a nd in 1872. see ih816r 1'1(Short biography ' by WAH) 

1872-,~.'lilli am Arran Heathman , Esq., 1872- 1968 At to rney a t Lavi, and 
Maste r in Chancery , admitted to the R. I. Bar, May 20 , 1898 . 

Mr . Heathmen was born in East Providence, R. I., Septembe r 14, 
1872 and died February 9, 1968 in Pr ·ovidence, R. I. 
He attended the public schools of Pr ovidence, was the first 
native Rhode I slander to enter Brown University which he left 
while in h i s sophomore yea r to enter Boston University Schoo l 
of Law from which he gradua t ed. 
He contracted to study preparatory for the bar examin ation in 
Lawyer Monroe •s office, three months l a ter Mr . Monroe died so 
Mr. Heathman asked a white lawyer whose of f ice adjoined if he 
would leave his doo r which separated the ofi'ices. open when he 
was not busy , an d in this way he completed his six months pre
requisite. 

" native born continued 

C,c 
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1873- William H. Higg ins, M, D., was bo r n in Marion, North Carolina, 
December 14, 1873 and d i ed in Providence, May 23 , 1938. He was 
a gr adua te of Livin gs ton Colle ge a t Salisbury, North Carolina, 
l a ter he became a Trus tee. A gr aduate of Leonard Medi ca l Col;!.e 
lege of Medicine in 1902, t ook a post gr ad ua te course a t Long 
Island Coll ege of Medicine , c oming to Providence where he re
i s t ered June 1, 1903 for the pra ctic e of medicine . 
Member and Chairman of the Board of Trus te es of Winter St r ee t 
A .M.E.Zion Church; member of the Providence Medical 1i:s,esc.1l? ti on 
the Rhode I sland Medica l Society , the Wha t Cheer Med ic al Socie
ty, ( state Negr o ) , member and Pa st President of the Na tionaJ. 
Medica J. Association , (~ational Negr o ), was appointed a member 
and bec ame chairman of the Rhod e I sland sta te Board of Podiat ry 
in 1936. He was married a nd is survived by a dau ghter , N.rs, 
Prudence C. A. Irving. CRG 

1874- John Henry Ballou was the fi rst Negro l awyer to be admitted to 
the Rhode I sl and :sar, .rutte 3, 1874 and to practi ce here . CRG 

1877- The Second A.M. E. Church, (Allen Chapel) was situate d on A St:.-ec t 
Pr ovidence, R. I. It was a miss i on or branch of Bethe l A.M.E. 
Churh on Meeting Stree t. It was completed aro un~ 1877 and was 
intended to serve members of t he Bethe l A.M. E. fa ith on the 
v,es t s i de of Providence . It surcombed to re - deve l opment . CSG 

1877- Josephine (Silone) Yates of Newport was the first Negro girl 
togra duate from Rogers Hi gh there with honors and twu years 
l a t er was r ossib le the f irst g irl to gr adua te fro m the old 
Rhode Isl and State Nor mal Scho ol. CAB 

1877- In man L. Page , AB Brown 77; MA Brown 80 ; 1918 LLD; super in t en 
dent of t he colored schools in Oklahoma City. He with the next 
named were possibly the fi rst Negro graduates from Bro wn Univer-
sity in Providence, R. I. Brown Dir ecto ry p 46 CRG 

1877- Geor ge Wash in gton Milford , BA Browb 77; LLB Howard Univ Sch Law , 
1901. ( I roomed at h is houie in the 500 block on Florida Ave
nue, Washing ton, D. c., when I was attending medical school, al-
so one of the first. Brown Dir ectory p CRG 
(Vlhi le rese a ch ing the two above at the John Hay Library iibl'Jas 
a s~ea ~abmun, being shown a picture, another man bu t I knew no
thing about hi m at the time.ORG 

1884- Ebene zer Baptist Church was organ iz ed in Slate r's Hall on Wey
bosset Street, Providence in 1884 by some members who had l ef t 
the Congdo n street Baptist Church and a building was erect ed 
and incorporate d on A Street, in 1888 , mort gag e pai~ in 1889 . 
Under the pas tor a te of Rev. J. Isaiah Goodman they moved to a 
new church on Dodge Street where in 1946 the church suffered a 
fire. Under Rev. Goodman it was de ci ded to rebuild and re-e ntry 
ceremonies were he l d in 1947. 
Rev. Jesse L. Connors, 1949 -1964 had a very successful pastorate 
additiona l l and was a cquired and the mortgage of $38 , 000 was 
burned, 

continued 
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1884- Ebenezer Baptist Church continued 
The Cranston St r ee t- Roger Wi lliams Baptis t Church (white) fa ced 
with declining membership offered Ebeneze r their 800 seat gr an 
ite church and parish house in January 1969 for $10000 effec t ive 
in June. This was accepted and the church moved to larger quar -
ters with grea t er potential . SC CRG 

1885- Rev . Malon A. van Horne, elected a member of' the Rhode Island 
Legislature in 1885 and served for three term~the first Negro 
to be so honor ea::--
Elected a member of the Newport schoo l committee in 1873, ser 
vin g until-"1:892 , curing this period vias chairman of' severa l im
portan t committees, 12 y1ar 6 chairman of the committee on text 
books and was also one o t e~ee on examination for the 
State Normal School -.- - -- -

He was calLed as the pasto r of the Union Congrei.a tional Church 
in Newport , September 1 , 1868, made permenant in January , 1869 , 
r es i gned in 1897 when appoint ed by President McKin l ey as U. S . 
Eilnd:s te:il9 St . Thomas, D. W. I. CAB 

1885- Benjam in J. Burton, 1826 - 1885 . He was the first Negro to own 
and operate ~ bus on Broadway in Newport . R. I . CAB 

1888--::-The compiler, earl R. Gross of these ne t;es was born on South 
Ma in street , Providence, R. ~., near Hopkins street, July 24 , 
1888 . see his autobiography CRG 

1888- ?cJohn J . Burch, the first native born ¥egro to re gi ster and 
practice dentistry in ProvTI!ence--;--T. . CRG 

1888- Catherine Tolliver, R. N., the first Negro to register in 
FroviJence, R. I . , in nursing . She was a graauate of the Ne~ 
England Womens and Childrens School of Nursing, Boston, ltass . 

CRG 

1890 - .Emily Tolliver, R. N., sister of the above and a gra dua te of 
same school. CRG 

1890 - i:-Nancy Elizabeth Prophe t - i:- 1890 - 1960, rn:cul ptress was born in 
Artie, Center, Rhode Island in 1890 . 
Elementary education here , graduate of the Rhode Isl and Sch 
of Design 1913-1 918 . 
She went to Nevi York where she fo und no opportunity then to 
Fran ce where she was admitted without any question to the 
Beaux Arts, the ~re a test art school in the world. After some 
exh ibitions there she came to America exhibiting, not as a 
c ol 2red artist but as an artist . 
She was given the Greenough Grand Prize for true sculpture . 
Like so many of our famous Negro artists, she died penniless 
December 14, 1960 , her body lying in the state morgue waiting 
for some one to claim i t. 
Through the generosity of an anomymous friend she was buried 
outside of "Pot ter's Field" CRG 
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1889- Shiloh Baptist Miss ion, Jamestown, R. I., was a miss inn branch 
of the Shiloh Baptis t Church of Newport see f liillEchnfa.!herche s 

i,qD -kwo,"'-G':I E1,,~.,ln.-~wv-<uf,\.vc..': 1'ii,c- 1q1,o s~~'--~\'xc...-,s 
1893- The Uhion Baptist Church, Pawtucket, Rhode Island was organi

zed in 1893, worshiping in a church on School Street which was 
purchased from a white group. 
Due to re-development they hold services at 27 Elm Street ,Paw-
tucket, R. I. SflG see church file 

1893- The Providence Sunday Journal had an article, September 8, 
1912 sa y ing a Dr. McQuade was the fi rst Negro physician here 
and that he did not pass the medicaT°practice act examination , 
he had been pract ivin g . 

1895-

t 'i1l 
1896-

1897-

Peter L. Moore, a Howard Medical School graduate of 1893 was 
licensed in 1893. He had an office on Cushing Stree t near Tha-
yer for a short time than he left. see medical file CRG 

Mt. Olivet Baptist Church, Newport, R. I., was organ iz ed at a 
meeting held at the home of Deacon A. J. Tabb by a group from 
the Shiloh Baptist Church due to difference s. 
1897 they purchased the present church from the Cottrell fami-
ly and have made many improvements, SGC see church file 
S--3 ~ ~--<""'-1 '1 ~ y., IA,. o. o F -~ ~ 
The History Of The NO'rtll.eastern Federation. · 

"A call was sent out by Mrs. Mary H. Dickerson of Newport , R. 
I., in 1896 tor a meeting to or ganize a sectiona l grpup , ac 
cording to in&tructions from ~ill) fitst nMmtional organization 
which met previously in Boston, Mass ., in 1895," 
The meeting was held at the residence of Mrs . Josephine St . ris:re 
Pie r re Ruffin, 103 Charles Street, Bos ton, Mass ., on June 3 , 
1896. 
The outgrouth was the formation of the New Engl and Federation 
of Women's Clubs, which became aft er entending its borders to 
beco me the Northeastern Federation of Women •s Clubs, Mrs. 
Mary H. Dickerson , its first president. ( Spuvenor Prog r am 
Thirty Second Annual Convention, Mount Zion AME Church, New
port , R. I. Rewrite by CRG ) 
'" A French stone cottage at 40 Corne Street, Newport , R . I., 
was offered as a memorial and shrine for documents and histo
ries of the Negro race, at the 31st annual convention of the 
Northeastern Federation of Women's Clubs, in \'Iashington , D. C. 
The offer was made by Mrs. Loti!ise M. Fayerwea ther , to perpet 
uate the memory of her husband, George H. Fayerweather for 
many years the Fayerweather home. ( 23rJ Convention - Newport.) 

Rev. Malan A. van Horne, pastor of the Union Congregational 
Church of Newport , resigned to accept an a poin t ment by Pre
sident McKinley a s united States Minister to st. Thomas, D. 
W.I., now t he Viri.in Islands. 
Al l the coal was bought up for our use, keeping it out of 
the hands of the Spaniards durillng the Spanish-American war , 
in 1898, He served until 1908.. CAB 

i'. V 
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1897- Rev . Mal on A. van Hor ne , pas to r of t he Uin i on Congrei.a tiona l 
Church in Newpor t, R . I., resigned when appo i n t ed by Pres i de nt 
McKin l ey a s Unit ed sta t es Con s ul, St. Thomas, Danish West In-
di es . Enc l CAB 

18$7 - ,:Robe rt Ebe n Johnso n, t he f ir s.t Speaker s~e i n the Rhode Is
land Leg isl at ure , a posi t ion made i n Newport -;-R-:-r . --;-Tn189El 
and he served the following January , 1.691 , under Speaker J • 
.E)'.jward St udl ey . Eve Bul 1904 

1898 - Willi am Hercu l e s Matt hews, t he f ir s t Negro pharma c is t to own 
an d ope r a t e a dr ug s tore in Rhode I sland . He was a gradua t e 
of Howard Uni v ersi t y Schoo l of Pha r macy in 1898 , came to New-
port and ope r a t ed a sto re on Thames Stree t , CRG 

189 Sar ah Gar dner of Newport-wo r ked open i ni. and clo sing t he homes 
of the r i ch summer peop l e t here also supplying help when need 
ed . She was a fruga l woman, saving her money , had a will made 
leaving her money t o the Newport Hospita l . 
While visiting a si ck fr i end there , be i ng deaf , she did no t 
hear the bel l , tell i n the end of vis i ting h0urs , just nodded 
when a nurse came and t.ol d her . Anothe r pe r son came l ater and 
i n not t oo complimen t ary l a n6uage s ppke to he r, t his she did 
hea r. She left, vmet to her lawyer , had another wi ll drawn up , 
l eaving her money to a society wh l!l care for he r many ca t s when 
sh r passed , $28 , 000 . 00 . 
Mr . i.eilly, supertendent of the R .I. S . P . C,A. , on Foun t an ·st r ee t, 
Providence , R . I ., which started in Newport , R . I., 4 - 19 - 1870 
.c~nfirmed this sto r y , telling me her money went into the buil -
ding in ProviJence, when it was built. CRG 
P . s . A ~laque hangs in the bui l ding on Fountai n St r eet , hono -
rin i. he r , I have seen i t . CRG 

1898 - ;:-Thomas R . Lewis, ce r t RISD 1898 - 1902 jewelry design . he had a 
jewelry plan t at 19 Cal ender Street , Providence , R . I. , at 
times he had as many as 60 men and women ,1orking for h i m, 
with 26 years cont i n i ous service , 
He desig ned the Ri chard Hudnu t powde r compact, at times an or
de r for one mil l i on sets of earings for th e five and ten c en t 
s tor e chains , order s f rom the Walt ham wat ch Company for cne 
t ho usand gold watch cases or an or der fo r a quarter of a mil
lion buckles for shoes . 
He desiened many of the t oo l s now in use i n the jewelry trade . 
He was an hono r gr aduate .from the RISD . After all the opulance 
he enjoyed, Chri s t mas morning, 1911 found him without a job or 
a penny in his pocket , but luck was with him a lt hough the jewel 
ry buisness was dull, he subm i tted samples to a fi r m i n th e mor 
ning and that afternoon a large or der had been placed from one 
of h i s samp il!s and he was on the pay r oo l aga i n , . 
He was one of the pr ime movers in the What Cherr Tennis Cl ub on 
Wi llett Avenue , Easy Providence , helping to put in two cley 
courts , making impr ovements inside th€ c l ubho use but l i ke many 
projeets star t ed here the att r action waned and the pr operty was 
lo s t . Pittsburgh Cour i er CRG 

(,, 
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189 At the time 1'r . Geori:e Reilly told me about the story of 
Sarah Gardnerl, he told me ab out another incident . His fa-
ther had two horse barns and hired many men . Beini,: a true 
Irishman, he enjoyed the fights in Infantry Hall , South 

l,'.ain Stree t, Providence . One fight Sam Lanford, the"Boston 
Tar Baby " had fought and the fratern ity afterwards went to 
the "Mahogony palace", a place that d i d not serve Negroes 
but the older Mr . Reilly took Sam Lanford there . Mr. Reilly 
onve saw a colored boy thrown off a wagon so he st6lpped and 

asked , what was the re, son. The boy said he had asked f'or fi ve 

five cents f'o r a loaf of bre ad fr om the man in whose barn 
he had work ed . 
The boy whose name was Scott was brought to Mr . Reilly 's 
ba rn and given a job and he also took him to the fight, l a 

ter to the Mahogny Palance . 
Upon being introduced to Sam Lan ford, who said to Scott ,n o 

nig g ers are allowed in here , a fight ensued, finally Mr. 
Reilly had to take Scott off Lanfo rd. Scott had come up to 

defend himse lf in other fights around ba rns in a rough and 
tumble way . 
(Mr . George Reilly, su pertendent of the RISPCA, now deceas 

ed . CRG) 
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1901 - The Phyllis Wheatley Club was founded in Providence , R . r. , by 
a group of Negro women in 190 1 , to hono r, Phyllis Wheatley, a 
nutivr of Senega l , born about 1744 who was brought to Amer i ca 
as a child in 176 1. 
Her poems were publ i shed in England in 1773 and caused quite a 
sens a tion, corni ng from the mouth of a black woman. 
Listed as fou nde rs of the club are , Mrs. Joseph Wri ght , Mrs . 
Wi l liam Heathman , Mrs, Myers R. Armstrong , Mrs . Andrew J . Bel l , 
Sr ., M!'s •. walt er 'Villiams and Mrs , Edith Roy , 
The Club has been noted for its philanthropic ventures, for 69 
years, donating baskets at Thanksg ivin g and Christmas , May bas 
ke ts were made and distributed at the Bannister House,(forrnerly 
the Horne for Aged Colored Women . ) 
Other activities wer e the first cotillion for young black women, 
in 19 55 , a two week ca mper ship to the Johr: Hope Settl ement House . 
The founders have passed but younger ones have joined and o re 
ca r ry in g snill . Pro v Jour 1- 4- 70 CRG 

1901- Olney Street Baptist Chur ch, 190 1- was incorporated, Decem-
ber 18 , 190 1 with the following os incorpo r ators ;- Mark Morris , 
Nels on M'.)r ge n , Armstead Lewis , Benjamin J . Mabray , John P . V:al 
ker, Frank S . Bowen, 1·:es ley N. "la ts on an d a man named '//hi te . 
I n the early 1900 ' s , more th an one hundred members withdrew 
from the Congdo n Stre e t Baptis t Church wi t h the then pastor , Rev , 
Presley being l ocke d out of t he church . 
They met in homes, l a ter in Gaspee Hall on South Ma!!:rilr §j\;reet 
and s e ein g a lar ge church on l ower Olney Street for sal e , t he y 
&pproacc:hed Mr. Geor i;;e Baker who had char ge of the chur ch ,for 
s&l e, finally buying it f'.)r $5 , 000 , 00 . 
On Decemb er 21, 190 1, a group of women went in to cle a n an d pre
pa re it for service, the next day . The Rev. W. T. Dixon, D. D., 
of Brroklyn, N. Y. , president of the N. E . B. M. Convention was 
the speaker, taki ng h is text from Mat thew 16-1 6- 20 , 
Rev . J . H. Presley serve d for a short ti me leaving in February 
of 1902. Rev . T . L . Cr ock er supplied unti l Rev . E. H. McDonald, 
D. D. , was called in SSept ernber and insta l led, October 12 , 1902 , 
This chur ch fell to ur ban rene v,a l , was leveled in 196 1 and the 
member s met in the und ercroft of the Chur ch of the savi our , l ater 
in the Pr ov i den ce Rec reational Center on Benefit Stree t until 
t he ir ne w church was finished. 'Nis h ing to stay on Olney Street , 
they bou gh t from the re - de velop ment, a large area at the corner 
of Olney a nd camp Streets . A c ont emporay brick building was 
built , the main floo r with balconies on a l l four sides, pulpit 
with baptistery and lar ge vestibule . The Su nday scho ol r ocms i n 
t he base ment , pas tors study and utility ro om, parlring l ot i n 
the rea r , beau t ifull y grassed and shrubbed . (see file on churche s 
es . CRG ) 

Jq(JJ_ - VV.o"LO ,,_,·.....,'\ G--1--cL.'~ Ho~-<- r->«Xts S.1:' r''-'O J Sc.c. I,'!, 
1903 - According to the recording secreta r y ' s book, there was a re - or 

ga nization an d an e lecti on of officers held on May 10 , 1903 . 
It was moved and seconded, that Geor 6 e Noyes be nominat ed for 
President, carr •i ed ; moved and second ed t ha t Cha rl e s McGurley 
be nominated for Vice - President, carried ; Frank Kin.; , t r easure r 
er and Moses Timber l ake was voted Secretary . 
Thus the I r r eproachable Benefic i a l Association was forme rl y 
formed and cha r tered on the 29th day of October , 1904 , 
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1903 - The Irreproachable Benef i c i al Association c ontinued 

/ 9//J-

A group of men , most l y co oks , waite r s and porters would meet on 
their days off' a t s ome one •s home where the wife would cook a 
d inn er. Fifty cents per man was chipped i n to buy t he food , the 
liquor and beer they br ough t and they would eat, dr ink, tel l 
stor i es, pl ay cards until t hey broke up for the evening . 
At one home, a member had t oo much , upchucked on the l ad y •s 
f l oor, she told her husband, never to br i ng th a t crowd to their 
home again . 
Aft er some sobering thoughts, the men began to look for quarter s 
which they found above Naha g ian •s Tobacco Store, next to the Bi g 

Bear Market , for $15 . 00 a month. 7~~ ~~stmi nster Stree t. 
One member work ed at the Albee Theater and from thei r prop ro an, 
came t ab l es and cha irs, They bough t a second hand ref r ige rator 
with the drip pan beneath fo r $ .7 5, a s econd hand sideboard fo r 

f,1 . 50 to pl a ce their liq uor on and t hey were i n buisness . some 
man had to empty the drip pan before le aving fo r the night , They 
were so exclusive that they li mit ed membersh i p to 25 and the 
black ball was us ed frequently . 
At a meeting to decide on a name , one member in his cups arose 
an d sa id ''I.Ii are Irre pr oachab le" and that is how t hey i:;ot their 
name . 
The gro up was incorporated under the l aws of the St ate of Rhode 
Isl a nd , Octobe r, 29 , 1904 . 
The demand for more ro om forced them to hire quarters at 923 
·,'/estminster Street over Hallock •s Sto ve Sto re where they had a 
pool t ab le , (bo ugh t fo r $55 , 00) , piano , around which there were 
many not to o s ober voices at times, 
They en l a r ged the membership but v1ere so choosey , they t ho ui.;ht 
th ey were the "black Hope Club" of Pr ovi denc e with no women a l
lowed in the club ro oms . 
Next t he y bough t across the street a t 918, using the upper two 
floors and renting the stores on the street floor . 
The annual IBA clambake was a gre a t event fo r the members an d 
gue sts , a lso an annua l church service, one min ist er after t hey 
ca me t o his chur ch, said he d i d no t want those drunkard s and 
•••••...• .. . aGa i n , they ge nerally had the ir communion before 
reaching the church . 
On January 10 , 1910, a r eceptio n and banquet was he ld i n the 
club ro oms at 923 1/,est minst er Street f or Matthew Al exa nde r Hen
son of North Pole fame with ex- Mayor Pat rick !,:ccarthy the main 
speaker and Dr. James A. Gilbert, toastmanter . encl 
The cl ub sold their property to the Citiz ens Savings Bank nex t 

doo r for their expansion and bought in 1952 , 710 North Ji:ain 
street, Fr ovi de nce and still the r e t hey are fo r ced by urban re 
newal to move one ence more . 
Since coming to 710, they ga ve Christmas pr esen ts to th e boys 
in the senior cott age at the Children ' s Cen t er, r a is ed money 
for scholarships , given at their a nnual banq uet on th e Sunda y 
nearest 1:ay , 10th , the 67th on the 10th of Eay , 1970 , so they 
are still go in g strong . enc l CRG 
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190~- The r:arathon Club of Providence , R. I., was or.:anized in 1905 
by ten high school teena.:ers with l'iss Reberta J . Dunbar as a 
counselor for social and ath iliett~ c purposes. 
Thei r foot - ball game on Melrose fluts a round! IThanksgiving Day 
was a social event, particully with the girl - fr i ends there to 
cheer them on , playing against another Frovidence team also 
one from Newport, R. I . 
They first met in homes, later had a club room in Ga spee Hall, 
South ~ain and Pla ne t Streets , then to a club house on the 
banks of the Ten Mile river in East Providence, this they sold 
building a home in East ProviJence until urbam re-newal forced 
them to move once more . Now they own a three tenement house , 
renting two floors . 
Among their charities were scholarship aid, a holiday party at 
the Home for Aged Colored Women, now the Eannister House with 
a 11arathon pooch which some of the ladies taated and asked for 
more . 
Joseph G. Lecount , Esq., the ~resident and only living founder 
of the Marathon Club was hono red at the club ' s 65th anniver 
sary dinner dance , held at the Holliday In n, Providence on 
January 17, 1970 . Eve Bul 1-1 5-70 CRG 

1905- Ethel Esther Tremaine Robinson, Mrs . Joaquin H. Pineiro y Mora, 
Pembroke PhB 1905; grad std Phi l 1934-1935, was the first Negro 
girl to gradu 1te from Pembroke College in Brown Unoversity. In 
her teen she ived in t he Tillinghast estate , Beacon Avenue and 
Pine stree t, Providence, R. I . 
Shortly after le aving Pembroke, she taught at Howard Univers ity, 
Washin gton , D. C. Some yea rs she married Mr. Pineiro , le aving 
the university and 1;:oing to South America to live . During World •·ur 
war 11 she returned to Prov i dence and ha vti:ng no teacher •s re 
tirement, she was obliged to go on WPA and 0AA. Her siste r, Cora 
Collate Robinson, Mrs . Hendrich van Lees ten was of the class of 
1909 at Pembroke but did not finish , (Brown Directory CRG) 

1905 - TWo missionaries came to Providence, R. I,, and so interested 
a group here that they requested a min ist er be aent to form a 
church . Elder Allen '/ate rs came and on July 5, 1905, organized 
a church under the name of the Church of God and the Saints of 
Christ. 
It was inc orp orated, August 14, 1908 under the same name with 
the following named as Trustees, Alo nza Allen , Andrew Rhodes , 
Edward Potter and Samuel Crum. 
Their offical Jay of worship was Saturday (Sabbath) according 
to Exodus 20 : 8 to 11 and no servile work was done by members . 
Elder Benjam in H. Watkins became the pastor in 1935 until 1957 , 
then Bishop Levi S . Plummer in 1957 with Rev. Judah A. Person 
becoming associate pastor in 1963. 
In June 16, 1964, they purchased a lot at the corner of Dodge 
and Cranston Streets from the Providence Redevelopment Agency , 
a split level structure with sanctuary for their presen t Tab
ernac le with Bishop Levis . Pl ummer and the congregation on 
.Tulv 4, 1965 .Qonducting the dedicatory services • ( Encl see 

cnurcli file c;RG ) 
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The Mace don i a Union Amer i can lv'.ethodist Episco pal Church started 
by t he union of two churches, one a Baptist , the other a Meth 
odist , bot h in a run down cond iti on so they t hough t in un i on 
there is st r enght, This was in the South Prov i de nce area of 
Provi dence and l and was bought on Colfax St r ee t where a church 
was bui lt by Rev. John Wesley Fisher with the a id of h is son 
Joseph and others. 
With the pas sing of jlime th i s congreg a tion bec ame run down un
til the coming of Rev. Pr ince A. Hamilt on when pr oper ty was pur
chased from a white church a t the corn er of Ashmont and Plain 
Streets . 
This church was re - furnished making it ready fo r a re- dedi ca tion 
and corner stone laying , t hese ceremonies being prefor med by the 
Most Worshipful Pri nce Hall Grand Lodge of Rhode Isl and , F. & A. 
M., on Oct ober 3 , 1960 . (Encl CRG) _ 

0 vv,.e>-~n,~w Hev,,s,w c,v,ww,:;,-.,, <tX:::C.,3,£/ <!-lc>-lr°l.'.oowcs va.,v.-,10,1,10 

Jose ph i ne (Silone) Yates, 1859 -1 912 was the first Negro g irl to 
gradua te from Rogers Hi gh Sch ool in Newport, R. I,, with hon ors 
in 1877 and in 1879 gr ad ua t ed from the St a te Nor mal Schoo l,~ 
si b l~ their first Negro graduate. CAB 

The Church of the Saviour, Provi de nce, R. I., is the sec ond Epis 
copa l Church in Rhode Isl and , the firs t, Chr ist Church, 1839 in 
Provi den ce . 
The first mass was held, Sunday , Octobe r 5, 191 3 , under t he name 
of St . Augustine •s Mission at Broad and Fenner Street s condu c ted 
by the Right Reverend James De",olf Perry, Jr., D. D., Bishop of 
Rhode Is l and , as s isted by the Reverend Frederick J. Bassett, D. 
D,.,Reverend Edward H. Sweetl&nd wa s ap pointed Pries t in Charge. 
The missi on l ate r movBd to the old Church of t he saviour buil
ding at the corn er of Benefi t and Transit Streets also t ak in g 
its name, in order to meet the conditions of the proper ty deed . 
The l,Sy Reader in Charge, P. G. Moore-Browne was made a Deacon 
Sunday , September 29, 1916 and the foll owing year on Sunday, 
Oct ober 14, 1917 he was advanced t o the Priestho od , a capa city 
i n Whic h he served for 36 years , as Vic ar in Char li;e. In 1932, 
the Diocese sold t he building. Afte r t wo more moves, plans for 
a new church building were made , acquiring pro perty at 527 
Nort h Ma in Stree t in May of 1942, ground was broken on Thursday 
October 7, 1948, fin a lly on Sunday , September 11, 1949, at the 
11.00 A. M. Mass, the church was dedicated by the Bishop of the 
Diocese as t he new Church of the saviour . 
Her e they worshiped until January of 1960 when the church was 
s old to the Providence Redevelopment Agen cy and the church was 
inter gre ga ted with the cathedral of St. John . 
There were t wo other ~riests who served a fter Father Moore
Browne, Father Holly and Father Hig ginbotham •. 
Fift ee n donors r a ised t he money to purchase a Hammond Organ 
for t he church which was ded ic ated i n hono r of th e ir lost ones , 
Sunday , October 30 th, 1949 wi th a brass plate stating the same 
which was g iv en by one of our white friends. 
(En els Mrs. Percival G. Mo::ir e -Bro wne, 1!rs. U. T. Cart er, CRG) 
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1915- The Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church, Apponau;:, R . I., was a mission 
encouraged by some members of the 2nd Free Wli.11 Bapt ist Church 
on Pond Street , Providence, R. I. CRG 

1916 - The Grand Unit ed Or de r of Odd Fellows buildin;: was authorized 
April 30 , 1914, $20 ,000 was appropiated , ground was br oken on 
August_l6 ? 1915, the cornerstone laid on July 16, 1916 with 
the bu1ld1ng at 314 Cranston Street , Providence, R. I. , com
pleted in December of the same yea r. 

1917-,;-J.;ary E. Jackson was the member of Hiss Eve D. Bowles ' staf f 
during World War 1, heading up the wGJrk for colored women en
gaged in i ndust ry throughout the country . She was known as 
special industrial worker am:rng colored women and gir ls under 
the war Work Council of the Y.W. G.A. 
She was an active worke r of the New England Federation of ,:o
men ' s Clubs also worked fo r the Rhode Island Employment Divi 
sion, office was on Westmins ter street near Jackson Street . 
(Pittsburgh Courioir; encl NEGRO WORKERS and the Na tior,al De
fense Prog ram, Division of Resaerch and Statistics, Wash ing -
ton, D. C. , Sep temb er 16 , 1941. CRG 

1918- 215 colored draftees, entrained f'or Camp Devens, Mass ., Au
gus t 1 , 1918, this was the second ll.nd the l arges t quota from 
Rhode Island in World Viar 1. ( Prov Eve Bul 8- 1 - 18; sun Tribune, 
2 - 23-19; encl.) CRG 

1919 - Rose Butler Browne was bcrn in Bosto n, Mass ., in 1899, re
ceiving part of her elementary educat ion there and when abou t 
ten years of age, the family moved to Newpor t , R. I ., complet
ir.g it there, entering the old Rhode Island Normal School in 
1916, receiving her certificate in 1919 , later her BA. , MA in 
Educ . She was fin ally accepted as a candd.date fo r her PhD a t 
Harva rd , which she received in 1939. (See her book , "Love My CLil .h ·,,n 
Chill.dren", an autobiog raphy, C 69-19048, Meri d ith Pr ess, New 
York , N. Y., a very interesting story of he r life.) 
Rhode Island College, her alma mata, named and dedicated a 
seven story building, "Rose But ler Browne Hall" for gi rls on 
thei r campus . September 28, 1969. (See encl) . 
Her mother took an apa rtm en t in Provi den ce, to a ct as house 
mothe r for her daughters and other Newport gi rls and while 
here had a stroke, which she survived, I was the attending 
phys ici an at that time . 
I thought so much of this wonderfu l lady that I SBflt a ske tch, 
prog r am etc to Radcliffe eollege Where they have made a bio 
grap h i cal file fo r the Schlesinger Lib r ar y on the History of 
VI omen in Amer ic a , (September 23 , 1969 encls) CRG 

1919 - ,~·Nell~e (Nell) Occomy Becker was born in Providence, R . I . , 
daughte r of Mr. and Mrs. Walte r Occomy, 85 John Street, Prov
idence, R. I . , who trace thei r origin back to 17 32 . She at 
tended the elementary and high schools here, graduating from 
the Rhode Island Normal Schoo l in 1919 , undergradua te deii.ree 
t,Pd::irn Cclumb i a University and was studying for her 11A. erro::Jt@G 

k 
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1922 - ·:,Alfred C. A. Perry , 1861 -1 931, Grand Sachem of the Nationa l Al
gonq uin Indian Council was elected at the re-or gan iz at ion of 
the 24 councils in 1922 when a few survivo rs had all but lost 
thei r i denty v;ith their original forebea r s . Under his leade r &'·· 
ship, customs of the tribe have been revived at several anr.ual 
gathe ri ngs at his farm on Dugaway Hi ll, Scituate Avenue, Crans 
ton where the braves from many states wou ld gathe r for their 
poWf\'.fOWS. Ee earneJ his name , "Chief Stronghorse" from a span 
of la r ge horses which had compefed in many pulling contests . 
At one time he was head of the highway department of the Town 
of Cranston, laying many of the roads there . He was born in 
Exe:ber~', R . I., in 1861 and died in Cranston, R . I., in 193 1. 
(encls Eve Bul Sept 1931; program of pow-Wow, 12-13 -2 3 ; copy 
of history telling of the interest of Thomas 'V. Bicknell , (white 
histor i an9 who visited i.:r . Per y •s farm many times ; ) also copy 
of •n .. p,lication of th~ Algonquin Inli•n Council, incorpor-ted 
in Rhode Island, October 13, 1926 . ) CRG 
lol,VW.-C..:lL ,-?ew-- Wov'I,( C/Lqovv7t'~J....~,"~ ;-,_ - /3-;:i...3 

A History of the Providence Chronicle, 19q'f9-1958, by William D. 
Wiley, telling how he bec&me the editor. 
(Carl R . Gross , A:. D., h.id requested this history for posterity) 

1924 - 1,Perry '/16tkins, a n:.tive born Rhode Isl~nder, t:r:..duated from the 
R .I. S . D., in 1924, designed all the sets fo r "Mamba's Daughters", 
• New York hi t, also sets for TV programs which came through 
some Providence st .. tions . CRG 

1924 - Rudo lph Chauncy Fisher came to Providence in his e .. rly you th, 
his father was the pas tor and built the Maced6ni2 AME Church on 
Colfax Street . He went through the elementary schools, c12ssic2l 
High, graduiited from Brown Univers~ty , BA,19; l'.A,2 1 and :.n 1". D. 
from Howard University ir, 1924 ; Classic,.l High in 1915 with ho 
nors. He was a brilliant student at Brown , Phi Beta K2pp2 ; Sig 
ma Xi, Delta Sigma Rho :.lso~roiif ic writer, esrecially in T/e
gro dialect, critics ranking h i m the "Ablest of· Ne;.;r.o~!lritters" . 
(Clipping 3-5-20) . His originiil mangscripts are in the John Hay 
Library . Elected Class day orator, 1919 (File on J:edicine & CRG 
C'/hile visiting in !,ew York, his sister J>liss l"e .. rl Fisher tole 
of the request of Brown University to his wife for his manu 
scripts, which was ~ranted . CRG) 

1924 - -::-chester ".'el ling ton Chin, n,. ti ve of Els t Providence where he had 
r,is elementary and hi1;:h eJuc:. tion, BA, Brown 1920, 1'.A. Brovin 
1921; 1c;D !~ich 1924.He took ;- 1 ost griidu,.te course ,- in Germany and 
v:as one of the first two Nei.;roes to rer,;ister in Ophalmoloi.y in 
New York . (File on Tu'.edicine & CRG) 

1927 - 1:1: .. ry (Howard) Jennin.;s, niit iv e Rhode Isl..,nder, frovidence ele 
mentary :. nd high schools , RISD, 1927, BA. , Y-.le School of li'ii:le 
Arts, 1935. Vlhile i. senior -.t Hope High in Providence , she won 
.i four ye&r scholarship to RISD . She pllir:ted a portrait in oil 
of Go\t ernor Theodore Francis Green also did s.,me murals at URI. 
She is a school te~cher in the Providence School Department . CHG 
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192 7- {: Char·ty Bailey ws .orn in Providence, R . I. , elen,ertary e'.luca 

tion here and .:raduated from the Rhode Island Colle.;e of Educa 
tion in 1927 . 
tfter ;;;raluation she aqlied for a teachir..; osition ir tLe 

Providence "ublic School sys tern but the ther Superirtendent of 

Sc ools here, "wou~d not appoirt a t"ePro to teach in the school 
system here" . Her mother fou('.ht this dee is ion, had a hearini; 
but to no avai l. 
· iss "ailey v:t.s later irvited ll,i' Charlotte Hmkirs Brorn , a f2 -

mous re.;;ro educator arJ f o, nder of the ralmer l'.emorial Irsti 

tute ir Sedalia, N. C. , to teach there . She also tau•ht at 
Spelman Colleze and /,tlanta l'niversity ir Atlarta , Geor.,:ia . 
Ir 1935 , !'iss Bailey came to r·e, '"ork and under the fe,leral 

··.orks rroject AJministration, tuu..;ht ar.d headeJ or;e of the lar 
;;;8st chiLJren •s centers there . 
In 1943 sl::.e r ceived a di, loma from tl e J::blcroze School of !'.U

sie also she studied at the Julliard School of l.'.t:.sic . In 1958 

she received ar; honorary ;·aster of :;;ducc:;tion Je_;ree from Rhode 

Island Colleee of Educa tion, her Alma Mata r. She has .;iven mu
sic seminars for teachers at Ne·, .. York City Col_ege, Sarah :ui.w

rence CoLlege , a recital in the Rhode I l· nd Colle.;;e of Educa 

tion Audi tori um, 1.1arch 14 , 1958 , a mint bt.lbe~·e folk festival at 

the Albee Theatre, December 27 , 1966 with dancer , L-udith Janus 

and singer - zuitarist, Ted Dennis . Pr eviously she had tau&ht 

after school music at her ov•n studio in ~rev· York and the Henry 

Street Settlement, Ne· York , 
J.'.i ss Bailey has been a music teacher at the Heathcote Schoo l 

in Scarsdale, New "l.'ork, for ten yec0rs at the "Little Red Schoo l 

House in New York, also featured on '''RCA 1 1! TV "Sini: A Song" se 

ries, one of the earlie st Children ' s TV proerams . 
She is a writer, producer as well as a preforme r on radio and 

TV pro,;rams, one of her latest beirg the "Once Upon A Day with 

Charity Bailey Show" on channel l:'I , New York , has recorded f or 

tre national "Operation Headstar t " pro.:ram . She is currently 
cond ucti n.; a workshop in music at the Bank Street Colle1ie of 

El::lucation in New York City , ( !'iss Pailey •s short hutobio.;ra 

pLy; Boston A Jvertiser, 1955 ; P. E . Bul, 1958 & 1966 ; rev1rite 

by CRG, 1970 . ) 

1928 - Noah c . "!esley , 1855 - 1928 , Se :& ton and Bell Ringer of the First 

Baptist Meetini;-House in America for 46 years , 1882 - 1928 . In 

Revelutionaey times, the bell was rt..ni; u t sunrise, mid - Jay and 

curfew which "as twenty slow strokes later the times were 
chani.ed anJ in his later years , J<'r. ':/esley was excused as a con 

cession to h i s ai:e . He lived off of Broad Stree t in the Ro.:e r 

Wil_iams park area anJ it must have been an eff'o :r'r to get up to 

r~ n1: the sun,rise bell. He joined the First Baptist Jteetin.; 

Hpuse ar::iun .c{ the early 1900 •s anJ died in the Rhole Island Hos

pita l, Aui;:ust 20 , 1928 . Hi s funeral ,.as preached by the Rev . 

&:iward Holyoke, the pastor , the honorary pall bearer s beini; 

Deacons Freder i ck R . Charin , Arthur E . ·;;atson , Foster H. Town

send and Clinton T . Gamwell . ( Rebe r ta J . Dunbar : s note book ; 

a personal interviev1 with Arthur E . '"atson and rewrite ty CRG 
1970) 
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Pursuant to the foreboin.; para.;raphs, let me tell ou of the 
" Story of the llell in the First Bapt:j,s t Mertini.-House in Ame
rica, Providence, R. I .," from Hiss Ri)J erta J . Dunbar •s per.;
son3l note book.of facts ;·ou ou::;ht know . 
In Revolutionary times it r3n at Sunrise -- Mid-day -- Curfew the 
church bein.; paid $125 . 00 per year . 
Jc'ornin:; bell at 8 .30 A . M., ""':;l time . 
J!ayor Gainer •s time it was stopped durir,g July and Augus t. 
J\:o hollidays . 
Once a yea r the church eot 3 check from the City Treasurer for 
$125.00 from 1871 until 1900, when someone had it d i sconMnued . 
Indi.;nant citizens soon had it restored. 
In 1840, the sexton ..:ot an extra $85 . 00 , do not know why . 
Curfew in oldern times mu,,nt, "Time to .;o home ar,d ro to bed, 
children off the streets ." 

1929 - ;:·::ill3 im Clarence Foster PhB Brown , 29 ; .;rad std biol 29 - 30 ; 
A!Sc Uinn 39; came with Boericke from Minn to Hahnemann Ued Col 
in Ph iQa delph ia, ra ., in its chan1e to a re~ular school of med
icine anJ became res . physiologist. Other heads were from Penn ., 
Cincinn at i , John Hopkins etc . ( I r.a• e a letter from him tellin .; 
me abou t the complications of bein.; a Negro there but that came 
out all right later. Also I met h i m in Providence 3t a re-union 
and he told me Bro,m wanted his nrii;inal 67 papers for their a r
chives . CRG Brov:n Dict i onary of Grads, 1950 p 259.) 

1931--:cAlfred C. Perry , 1861-1931, "Chief Strong - Horse, Grand sachem of 
the Algonquin Council for 24 years since its re-organization in 
1922 was born in Exerter, R. I. , in 1861 an'.i died in Crans ton 
in September , 1931. Under his leadership the cu9tums of the 
tribe have been revived at the annual gatherines , many tak'ng 
pl uce on his farm at Dugaway Hi ll, Scit,!uate Avenue , Cranston , 

~•"- R. I. He was f::md :,f ho rses, having a pacer which he entered 
\vv.&..n in many road races, also a lar.;e pair of farm horses, hence the 

iq,~ n:cme Stroni;; - Porse enter in.; them in weight dra,1;ring contests . 3S 
,'J 6 was the custom at the fairs. TTis daughter, Annie (Ferry) Far 

row was elected secretary of the Council back in 1922, still is 
al thou.;h it is not active now on account of deaths etc . She has 
the minuetes from its inception in her possession which she has 
shown me,(1970)(CRG) She told me of many visits to the f3rm by 
Thomas 'ii . Bicknell, with her father. Jlr . Bicknell was ir teres ted 
in RhoJe Is lan d history and encour ·aged Mr . Ferry in the formation 
of the council . (CRG If.rs . Annie (Per·,-y) FarrowEve Bul 9- - 31) 

1931 - Joseph E. Brown , 1844 - 1934, born in Fredericks, Co. , l.;d., 9- 11-44 
::tied in Providence, R. I., 1- 25 - 34 , enlisted in the N.:tvaQrStewarts 
CGrps, Alay 20, 1862 in Providence and the f'irst assi::;nment v,as to 
the "Constitution" at Annapolis , ai;;ain at Newport when thin.;s .:ot 
too warm, tr,e U. S. Naval Academy moved north . Completing his 
service as a s tewart he returned to Providence, later re -i nlist 
ed in the re;ular Navy . A copy of his discharee was ~iven to the 
Rhode Island Hist orica l s~ciety by CRG who came into possesion of 
it af t er his son passed . 
The famous frigate Constitution made a visit to Providence ir Au
.;ust , 1931 anl the only livin.; Rhode Island member of the crew 
was piped aboard with hor ors . (Prov Eve Bul 7- 10- 31 & CRG) 
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1931 - A move to unite some of the Ne;;;ro churches in Providence and 
in 1935, Rev. Lawson of the Con.,;don Street Baptist Church su.: 
.;ested a.;aic an ori;anic union to throw stren.;ht into a lesser 
number for the benefit of mmny. (Eve Bul CRG) 

1932 - Charles A. Battle of !'.ev,port, R . I., had rrinted a little book 
let of .:39 par.;es, :,une 14, 19Z2 under the title, "Ne.;;roes on the 
Island of Rhode Isl and" . Fe was prompted by the fact that so 
little is known at this time that for two hundred years or more, 
black people have worked to.;ether with whites fo r the best in 
ter es t of Rhode Island . Some notable tholl(;hts and deeds are re 
cor Jed 1•,hich our descendants today can vrnll be proud . (e nc losure) 

1933 - Mme. !'atilda Sissieretta (.Toynor) Jones, the "Black Patti" die d 
in Providence at the Rhode Island Hospital, in July, 1933 . (See 
under the year , 1869 for notes, newspaper cli ppings etc also a 
short history of her c omrlied by Carl R . Gross, M. D. , all of 
which has been copied an l sent to the l,'.oorland - Spinga rn Collec -
tion, Howard University, '1/ashin.;ton , ··o . c . (CRG) 

1934 - Duxing 1934 the Rhode Island Baptist state Convention welcomed 
into its fellowship , the Pleasant Street Baptist Church of ''' est
erly, R. I. Formerly an independent body known as the Pleasan t 
Street Advent ist Church of ··esterly but it used the covenent of 
the Fir-s t Baptist Church and operating under its by - la ws . (See 
foLier under churches, not0s by t:rs . Ulysses T . Carter . ) 

19:,ii- 1•:illiam H. Higi;ins , M. D. , v,as a1,pointed a member and became 
chairman of the Rhode Island State Board of Podiatry in 1936 . 
He was born in Marion, N. C., .;raduate of Livin 9ston Colle 1:e , 
later a trustee there, -raduate of Leonard l.'.edical College at 
Talei.;h, N. C., post ·rlclduate course at l..On'° Island College of 
Medicine an.J rei;is tere .J in Providence, June 1, 1903 . He was 
deputy of Rhode Isl und and a Past President of the rational 1led
ical Association, the Ne,ro equivelant to the American i'edical 
Association which would not accept Ne~ro physicians then for 
membersh ip . ( see folder on meJicine) 

1935- '.)ecember 4, 19'35 "At the request anl sug;;;estion of the ProvLler:ce 
Branch, J-¼ACF. , the folloe1ing pE'erS ons v.ere appoirted members of 
the Rhode Island and Providence Pla ntations Tercentenary Commi t 
tee, Inc ., Dr . car+ R. Gross, Dr . Andrew L. Juckson, Jtiss Reberta 
,T. Dunbar and J . G. Lecount of Providence ; Vrs . Beverly Tinsley, 
i:r . Leroy ... illiams and 1.:r. ',"illia m H. Filton of r:ewport . "'he 
first meeting r:as held at the r<-sideence of t:iss Reberta J . Dun
bar , 77 ','/inter street, Providence, R . I., J'r . Lecount chosen 
chairman and Dr . Gross, secretary . !.'arch 4,.1936 .. l:r . Le-
Count: ,,-·:e are rleased to see a copy of the minutes and re-
corillllenda tions made are interestini;: an l there are parts of them 
which may well be brou.:ht before our Executive Board ... " At 
t.,e 1:arch 26th meeting J:iss Dunbar moved that we have a book on 
r:e~ro Eistory 2nd that she he.ve charge of collectin.: material 
and editin.; it. 



1935 - Rhode Island Tercentenary Conrittee continued 
ca tei;ories su:;.-es ted were : Art , Churches , Clubs and or .;aniza tions , 
Dentistry, Education , Inventors , Lav•, Lei;isla ture , i..:ed icine , J.'i 
li tLry, Nurses , Fharmacy , Press , l.'isce . ,·usic, Sports . ·re apf~· 
plied to the State comMittee for funds to publish our notes but 
finan ces ,·.·e e not forthcomin.: . I hr.ve kept the corresponde nc e-
as secretary, !'rs . l'lysses T. Carter, Sr . , ·ave me the notes on 
churches which she and !.'rs . Tinsley had collected, l.'r . Lecount 
information on La1• and Le.;isla ture, 1:r . '"illiam F . P . Freeman 
the mat erial on l.'Jne. Sissieretta Joynor Jones and others u:ve 
so that I have been able to comrile these chronolo.:ical notes 
hopini.; they may be of some value . (CRG) 

1938 - ;_,, ·er T . Rouzeau, feuture writer for the rittsbur~ Courie r was 
sent throu:hout '·'ew Er:.;land :::nd the enclosure is what he wrote 
about FroviJence, R. I. , "CIVL., RIGe'TS BRAZEFLY IGNORE'.)", Au.a:. 
4 , 1938 . I must admit there hc;s been some progress made , in 
1938 there v:ere no public school teachers, po l icemen etc but 
now, 1970 there are, a deputy superir:tenillent of schools, ai'foP 
mer R. I. State Be.nk Commissioner, a blE.ck junior hi;;h schoo l 
i:,rincipa l but the l:e ... ro not so fortunate to i;o to colle.;e needs 
jobs such as plumbers , electricians, carpenters etc and pres 
sure has to be brought to open up the unions . ( enclosure CRG) 

1939 - ;;.rt i cl es of incorron, tion v:ere filed by the John Eope Communi-
t.1 Asso ci ation, Inc . , J,;ny 11, 1939 by William P . H. Freeman , 
Carl R . Gross, Reberta J . ciunbar , Joserh G. Lecount , Anra A. 
Lewis , Andrm-: L . Jackson , James J·:. Stockett , .Jr ., 'illaim H. 
Bjl.an d , Johr F . Lopez , Sr . , Harriet I.! . Hyde , Florence V. Lopez , 
Vadeline H. Geneb r a anJ I. Anna Yor,an . Before the incorrora 
tion r,ot bein able to purchase tha rroperty at 15 Pratt Stree t, 
with the consent of the Home Cwners Loan , the seller, 1:r . 1.':i l 
l i am H. Bland, Sr ., purchased the property for $2350 . 00 , lOf, 
down and abou t ~16 . 00 per month on the balance . l.'r . Freeman 
ha.d contacted Aron Richman, !-'BC a.;e n t who pro::is"ld 1/3 of all 
tick et t sold . ''/e surprised him netting a com:~ission of $367 . O 
which went to pay back J'r. Bland after we incorporated . The 
cor,cert V/as by Kiss ;;:arian Anders on at the 1·etropoli tian thea t er . 
',\e had been staffed by voluteer help ~ntil fortunely -TA took 
over with carpenters, plumbers , steamfitters and laborers v'ho 
.;ave the buildini;: a .;ood che ck and v1ith l.'iss Enid 1·oore - Browne 
as d irectress , vrr i te coller workers in the var i ous cr af t s , the 
nineteen room bui l din.; was fo r merly opened . The associat i on 
was named in honor of the lt, te John Hope, a grea t Fe.;ro educa 
tor , an alumnus of Brown University who spent many dt.ys here 
in Frovidence . 
Aroun~ the ~id l90 4' s a group of women started a day nursery , 
The 1.;othe r Dickerson Day Nurse r y , 22 D street carini;: for little Jr , 

ones while their mothers were busy otherwise . Thi s effor t .;ave 
rise later to the John Hope Corn .unity Association around 1928 
when funds 11er·e solicited to around $600 . 00 . In 1939 to sho>' 
.;ood fa i ,;th the effort was revived and - the dream of many v•as r e 
al i zed . Afte r a years probat i on we were accer t ed i nto the 
.,or k Group of the Providence Comt'lunity Fund . (CRG 

,~10 c;,,,,.p, {Avt!.tJ WI t,, L.t- !"; 'I t!- !Cj.St )y ,(..L, a...""'- "i3 )'1<',l ""'-( jcd- ,-'(.,,.,, 

w ."DW- L 'R4-
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1940 - The Rhode Island Inter - Racia l Conference, l1 study of the i·e,.ro 
in Rhode Island , His Contributations and Needs, sronsore.l by 
the Rhode Island InterchL•rch Commission for Social Action, Fe 
bruary 11 - 12, 1940 . 
Sunday, February 11, 

9 .1 5 A.I.'.. Council of Churches Radio Service '"FRO 
11 A. !,:. Exchan,.e of ministers and choirs 
1.00 P . IL "JAR Rev '" .H. E .Smith, Con.:don Street 
5 . 00 P . !.". Vesper Service, First Baptjst Church 

Rev, J\rthur E . "'ilson, President, Inter 
church Commission for Social Action , 
pres id ini; 
Devotions Rev P . G. 1'.oore - Browne 
Speaker J'r . A. Phillip Randolph, pre 
sider,t Br·otherhood of Sleepin,. Car 
Porters. 

7 . 30 P . M. Special services Trinity Union l.'eth 
odist, Providence; First l.'.ethodist , 
Pawtucket . 

Bebruary 12, 
Central BP tist Church. Provi1ence 

2 . 45 P . t' . Address ; The ~:e,;ro and his achieve 
ments in R . I . , 1.iss Reber ta :::>ubbar 
Symposium : The ~!ei.;ro and Pis Needs 
!·'.rs . r:adeline Genebra, Y'"CA B::l. ofDir . 
l.'.r. ""illiam D. Wiley, F.d itor Providence 
Chronicle . 
Miss Helen Smith, Phyllis ":hea tley 
Senior Club, 'f/"CA . 

5 . 00 P . !.:. Annual Me tini; Frovidence Urban Learue . 
6 , 15 P . I.I . Abraham Lincoln - Fre1erick Doui;lass Dinner 

Toastmaster, Rabti '!'i lliam G. Braude 
Reports of Diseussion Groups 
Speakers : 
'''illiam P. H. Freeman, '."res . John Hope Ass 'n 
Bradford H. Kenyon, Pres. Prov . Urban Leai;ue 
!.'.atthew "' . Bullock, Former Special ss •t 
A t·oorney - Gener"l of ![ass , 

Providence Public uibrary, Exhibit of 
reero Literature, i,rt and r.;usic . 
Open House at John Hope Community Center 
15 Pratt Street , February 12 - 17 
Pai;eant, 111.;y Country, Tis II at Temple 
Emanu- El, 1Iorris Avenue . 
Open House Cold in,. Comtnunity Center, 
140 Co JJini;; Street, Monday, February 19 . 

(CRG) 

1945 - The First Anniversary of the Knieht Street USO was observed at 
its facility, .376 Knii;ht Street, Providence, R . I . • The old 
Knii;ht Street Police station had been renovated and furnished 
It vias open 24 hours a day for the benefit of servicemen from 
the sl.I'roungin,. areas . Pouring , r.·rs . James !: . Stockett, ,n:-., 
and J,,lrs. Andrew J . Bell , 11 : "tandin,., ,Tames!'. . Stockett, ,Tr. , 
!,!rs . Harold B. Tanner , !,'.rs . ···111iam H. Gross,11 , Cr.airman of the 
Knit.:ht Street hostesses, Mrs . S . Foster Hunt , l.'ayor Dennis J . 
Roberts and Paris v . Sterrett, 1JSO directo r. (CRG) 
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1946 - *Mrs . E)mna Clarissa (Williams) Clement, da u.;hter of the late 
Mr . and Jtrs . John V!illiam s was named "American Mothe r of 1946, 
the first Negro ever named for that honor . Her family lived 
in my father •s house, 133 ','/adsworth street, Providence , R . I. 
!.'rs . Clement attended the local schools, v:as a member of the 
Second Free ··0ill Baptist Church on Fond Street and left here 
in her teens to attend Li vi ngston Colle ge, Salisbury, N. C. 
'//hile there she met her husband, the late George Clement who 
later became bishop of the Afri can Methodist Eriscopa l Zion 
Church in Louisville , Ky. Mrs . Ruth M. Wor ·el, e;g:ecut ive se 
cretary of the United Council of Church "'omen nominated Iv.rs. 
Clement, chosen from a bout 60 nomi.nees from all over the 
country and her election was announceJ by l/.rs . Harper Sibley 
of Rochester, !J . Y., the retirin.; American Mother of 1945 . 
A socia l worker, a partner in her husband ' s ministry , a char 
tee member of the SouthernCommission on Inter - Racia l Co-op er 
ation, stat i stician, Kentuck;• Federation of ·,,:omen' s Clubs, 
secretary (Negro division) American Field Army Cancer Socie t y . 
Her ch il dren all are i,;rad ua tes of Livingston, one , Rufus E . 
Clement became president of Atlanta University , Atlan ta, Ga ., 
the others also held high positions in various fields . ( See 
enclosures . CRG) 

1948 - The Rev . Dr . William S . Holland operates the only Nei.;ro Day 
camp for Nei;ro children &t the •::atchman Industrial School at 
Korth Scituate on a piece of property he owns, formerly the 
Smithfield Seminary . He also owns the Wat chman Industrial 
School on Co JJing Street , Providence, one of the btilding s 
bui lt by the students . At North Scituate, ,the children h e~ p 
in the ve.;etab l e .;ardens which provides some income . The 
fee is 25 cents per day if they can pay otherwise free bein.; 
c ar ried from Providence by a bus, being taught by volunteer 
and paid teachers . ( enclosure Eve Bul 8- 23 - 48 CRG ) 

1950-,: ·Mrs. Rose Butler Brow ne received an honorary dei;;ree, PhD edc 
from her Alma Mata , Rhode Isl and Collei;;e . (CRG 

1950 - earl R . Gross , M. D., was appointed by His Excellency, Gov . 
John 0 Pastore of Rhode Island , to the first Committee of 
100 on Children and Youth , representing the Ameri can Lei;ion 
of Rhode Is land Child •r.elfare Committee. ( encl CRG ) 

1952 - 1Villiam F . Johnson was still working at the age of 90 after 
he had been dischari;;ed 27 years ago,considered too old to 
work in 1925. This was the reason vhen he ar,r:lied for a job 
with Starkweather & Shepley, Inc, 17 Custom House Street , 
at the a.;e of 62 . He was born in Beaufort , N. C., Dec~mlls)r " l; 
1862 . As a boy he workeJ on a fishing boat out of Beaufort 
but le2rni.ng that his father wanted to send him to Hanpton , 
he left home , turpemtine camps in Geori.;ia, railroad construc 
tion l.i· ngs in Florida, co,. ing North around 1922 workinr,; in New 
York , Nm·. Haven, Boston and finally Prov i dence . Among other oc 
cupations here he was a porter a t the Albee Theate r which he 
left because of Sunday work, he being very reli,; ious . ( Pr ov 
Sun Jour, Kovembe r 30 , 1952 CRG ) 

-:: Natilze born 
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1952- s,At a soci a l .;a th erin .; a small group heurd Dr . Ef f ie Ellis a re 
si den t in Ped iatr i cs at the Pro vl.Jence Lyin i;-In Hospital tell 
of the conc ern of the white t ea chin .; staff as to the future of 
Pe.; ro me ii cal stu Je nts, their orportunities for gatt in i. un ed 
ucation anl the op nini;: of v1hite medica l scho ols to Negroes of 
hi.;h sc h ol ast ic sta n jini;: , the need of those who are out to aid 
another up the la ,de r. Shew as told of a Pr ov i je nce boy , pre 
med at Howard University, on th e Dean •s list for three years , 
who gr ad uates this week and r:h o mi.;ht not be able to f in an ce 
h i mse lf on account of the dr a in so far . She sa id"th a t is the 
kind of a stu je nt v1ho should be help ed and who a white school 
wanted" . She wonde r ed i f we had 100 friends v,ho would .; ive 
$10 . 00, That is how the Grea t er Pr ovi den ce Graduate Schol a r 
ship committee was fo rmer wit h tuiti on in fu ll for one year, 
$45 . 00 per month fo r nine m'.lnth s for t h is you n.; man with his 
fa mily also contributin .; . He finished and is an int e rnist in 
anothe r city , there be i n.; a bal a nce of around $16 . 00 v1hich was 
.;i ve n to the ProviJence Urb a n Lea .me f or thP Mar.;ery Bl a nd 
Schol a.Bship fund thev v,ere the i;:uar jia ns of . ( CRG Sec )encls 

1953 - ,:Navy Commander Reeves Ramsey Taylor was born i n Provid e nce , 
l.1ar ch 6 , 192 9, attended the ele mentary schools here, Hope Fi gh , 
Brown Univer s ity, {did no t f in is h) s in ce he r ece iv ed an appoint 
ment to the U. S . ~,a va l Academy from Sena tor Theodore Francis 
Green of R . I., ent er in g in 194 9 and gra dua tin .; in 1953 . He 
fle v· 56 Vietnam mis s ions from the carr i e r Constellation then 
as s i .:ned to the Bureau of ~!aval Pe rsonel where he heade d a 
minority of f icer recrui tin .: pro.: r am , traveling to 36 predo mi
nan t ly Negr o colle ge s . In 1967, navy commi s ions were g iv en to 
47 Ne.;roes , over 100 in 196 8 . On 11 - 1.!ar-7 0, he r el ieve d Comm. 
Pat rick E . 0 1Ga r a on board the N.A.S . , Alb a nv, Ga . , t a ki ng com
mand , (E . 'R . 3- 0 3- 70). Ile ho lds the :avy 1s Air L'edal v1ith t wo 
.;o l d stars, tNat:i: oilall. Defelilse Medal with bro nze star, and t he 
Vietnam Serv ice JJedal. !le is mar ried to the forme r Glor ia Beau -
b ie n ar,d they ha ve three sons . (PSJ 7-7 - 68) (CRG) 

1953 - ,:-Lt . Walt er s . Gladd in g A!emori a l squa r e was dedi cate J at the cor
ner of Oln ey and Camp Streets, July 16 , 1953 with arprop i a te 
ceremon i es at ten ded by the American Le.;ion and Veterans of Fo 
rei gn units . The princi pal add r ess was given by Dr. Carl R . 
Gross, child welfare officer of Arms tron.: - Gla J ling ros t, 69 , 
Americ a n Le5 ion .. e also bein g a member of t he Dept . of R. I. , 
Ch ild i::elfare Committee ( P. ,T. 7- 17 - 53 CRG ) 

1955 - ;,Ravmond T . J'a ckson v.os bo r n in Provilence , R. I ., Dece mber 11 , 
19 33 , the son of Mr . and !,!rs. Raymond Ja ckson of Prov i dence . 
He began to study t Le or ga n a t the as:e of nine, at 13 , was the 
or c;an i st at the 1:.ac edon i a AHE Ch· rch on Colfax Stree t and at 
15 he was or .;an ist anj choir maste r a t the Congd on Stree t Ba,-
t ist Churc h , t oth of Provi de nce, R . I. He a t t ended the e lemen;; t:r:: sc::1 
t a ry scho ols here , gr aduating f r om Hope Hi c•h in 1951 being ca l-
leJ upon to d ir ect in the absence of the ¥ope Hi gh directo r at 
va rious musical occassions . He co mmuted from ew York fo r tv:o 
years to be at Congdo n s tre et for Su nday serv ices. cont . p 38 
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George Henry was born in Vi1·ginia. in 1819 of · slave parents and spent 
mos.t of his early years in slavery. Not being satisfied with farm 
work he went to sea in 1831 as a cook on a coastal schooner, the 
Llevelyn, which was engaged in running timber from Virgibia to Balt
imore. The knowledge ahuired of different grades of timber became 
so great that when the a/q ueduct was built across the Georgetown 
River, the selection of all the piles was· left to him entirely. 

on his last trip as ski pper he left the ship in Baltimore, going to 
Phildelphia and on to Providence in 1847, leaving the land of slavery • 

. He soon found a position on a vessel l. plying bet ween Providence and 
New Yo~k).ef t t he sea and foll _ owed other pursuits. He bec ame sexton of 

• s epnen•s Church on George Street where he stayed for 25 years. 
In the meantime he married Mrs :. Hes·ter Jones, a widow with two chil
dren. 

In 1855, he entered a very bitter contest for public school rights 
becoming identified with politics . With Dow/ng and Jefferson he in
iated and maintained a long fight for equal school privileges · in 
R. I. end ing successfully in l~. , {~&. · 

In 1872 he was drawn for the jury in the Supreme Court for five 
weeks, being the first Negro to serve on a R. I. Jury. 

On the re peal of the intermarriage laws -; which John F. Toby, Chr. 
of the House Judiciary Committee, opposed~ Mr. Henry worked hard 
on account of his stand and remerks to defeat him in three suc
cesive elections wit h other leaders of the Negro race. 

A few years later he led an assualt on the Metropolitan Life 
Insurance Company, forcing them to give somewhat near equal ben
ifits to colored peop ie . 

He was ass ociated with the Young Men•s Friendly Assistant Society, 
Franklin Lyceum, Rising Daughters of Zion, the Union League, the 
Park Association and was one of the founders of the Burnside 
National Guards. He was a member of St. Sta~pen 1s Church. 

In 1894 he presented to Ives Post #13, G.A.R. Department of R. I. , , 
an immense volume designed to contain personal war skztches. This 
book cost $100.00, and the sketches were com iled and written by 
William a. Heathman, Esq., also a personals etch of the donor on 
August 4, 1894 • . Mr. Heathman was Post Historian . 
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C.R . Gross, M. D. 

Hon. fieorge T. Downing ,v as the Friend of Sumner, fiarrison 
and Other Prominent Abolitionists and Had Done Much for 

His People in This State trd the Whole Country. 

GEORGE T. DOWNING AT HIS WRITING TABLE. 

Hon; George T. Downing .died at hii; 
residence, 108 Bellevue avenue, New· , 
port, last evening, after a long illness, 
in his 84th year. His death removes 
one of the best representatives of the 
negro race, who were identified with 
Douglas and Garnett of their own 11acE 
and with · Sumner and the abolitionist::'! 
of Boston in the long fight for freedom. 
Thomas Downing, his father, came 
North from Virginia arid carried on a 
large oyster business in New York for 
40 years on Broad street, where the 
Drexel building now st.ands. · 

George T. Downing, his son, was born 
in New York Dec. 30, 1819, 'and attended 
school in that city with Henry H. Gar
nett, Dr. Crummell and Prof. Reason, 
men of sterling worth and character. 
These lads of 14 and 16 years of age 
bega .n to grapple· with the problems 
which involved the rights of the people, 
for they adopted a resolution to refrain 
from celebrating the Fourth of July 
because in practical lines the Declara
tion of Independence was to colored 
citizens in the United States a perfect 
mockery. When but a youth George 
T. Downing was an agent of the under
~round railroad and he helped to spirit 
away "Little Henry," the slave, who 
w'a~ placed in the jail of New ork, 
th~l situated in the park near where 
th~ .:>ld City Hall now stands. He was 
ar"ested, but the matter was cotnpro
mJSe<i. The value of the slave was paid. 

',lr. Downing was active at the time 
0 fthe organization of the anti-slavery 
.,;;_~ty, and was one of the famous 
~mittee of 13 organized at the time 
of the enactment of the Fugitive Slave 
law. These associates elected Mr. 
Ddwning to deliver an address ot 'Wel-

come to the Hungarian patriot, Louts 
Kossuth, who visited the United States 
in the interest of his own people and 
sympathized· with the colored people of 
this country. In those far off days New 
York State required · the colored people 
to own $250 worth of real estate 1n 
order to vote and Mr. Downing joined 
in , the efforts to · abolish that property 
qualiflacation. He had his part . in the 
agitation over the fugitive slave, An
thony Burns, which filled Boston with 
conflict; shared in the attempt to hold 
the John Brown meeting in Tremont 
Temple and was of the . band which .aa
journed to the Joy Street Baptist 
Church, then a stronghold of the col
ored people, where Wendell Phillips 
spolrn, and John Brown's son was pres
ent. 

The war came, and, having faith in 
Gov. Andrews's declared purpose to use 
the whole power of Massachusetts to se
cure for every soldier equal and exact 
justice ana to prevent any discrimina
tion on account of color, Mr. Downing 
helped to form colored regiments. While 
on a visit to Washington in connection 
with the enlistment of colored troops, 
Congressman Dixon of Rhode Island 
proposed that Mr. Downing take charge 
of the House restaurant, which posi
tion he accepted, and it enabled him to 
do much f0r his race. There 'he made 
a wide acquaintance and became the 
warm friend of Charles Sumner, earned 
and retained the confidence of the in
fluential public m en and was kept in 
touch with matters of legislation af
feC'ting the colored people, during the 
Vice Presidency of Hannibal Hamlin. 

Through Sumner he secured equal 
rights for his people on the Baltimore 
and Ohio ' Railroad. He was , active in 

-the movement which first sent a col-
orE;!d man, Mr. Bassett, to be Minister 
to Hayti. In this way and many more 
Mr Downing worked with Messrs. 
Douglas, Garnett, Ward and Lang-ston 
in the national field to further the po
litical and social uplifting of their peo
ple. As a citizen of the State Mr. 
Downing was no less forceful and ef~ 
fective along the same lines. It was 
maihlY through his efforts that distinc
tion on acc0unt of color was abolished 
in public schools. He besteged the 
Legislature for a dozen years until 
his point was carried, and made the 
battle a critical one. 

He is the last of the sixteen persons 
who contributed toward th~ purchase 
of Touro Park, which was given to the 
citv arid contains the old stone mill. 

He was one of the posse comitatus 
appointed to open up Bellevue avenue 
to Bailey's Be:;tch, which thoroughfare 
did not extend beyond Perry street. 

He leaves thrt!'le dau~hters and . three 
sons the daughters being Mrs. R. Do 
Mortie, Mrs. George Washington 11n<l 
Miss Rebecca Downing. His sons '3.re 
Thomas Downing of the Bosto~ P(!~t 
Office, Philip Downing, who is m tne 
Custom House, Boston, and John Down
ing, also of the Custom House Depart• 
ment in New York. 

He leaves several grandchildren and 
great grandchildren. ... ~ .......... - ---- -
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th e m~v~ent ' ·which first seri"t a ~o1-' 
ored m a n, Mr. Bassett, to be Minister 
to Hayti. In this way and many more . 
Mr Downing worked with Messrs . 
l)ouglas, Gnrnett, Ward and Lang-ston 
in tlle national tleld to further the po 
litical and social uplifting of their peo ~ 
ple. As a citizen of the State Mr. 
Dowaing was no less forceful and ef 
fective along the sa me lines. It was 
maihly throu gh hi s efforts that dlstinc .. 
tlon on acc0unt of color was abolished 
In public schools. He b esieged the 
Legislature for a do zen years until 
his point was carried, and made th e 
ba ttle a crltlcal one. 

He is th e last of the sixteen persons , 
who contributed tow ard the ·purchase 
of Touro Park, whi ch was given to the 
citv and cont ain s t he old stone mill. 

He wa.s one of the posse com! tat us 
appointed to open up Bellevue avenue 
to B a iley's B eac h, which thoroug-hfa.re 
did not extend beyond Perry street. 

He leaves throe dau~hters and thr~e 
sons, the dn.ughters being :Mrs. R . Do 
Mortie, Mrs. George Washington l).n<'\ 
Miss Rebecca Downing. His sons ':I.re 
Thomas Downing of the Boston Po~ . 
Office, Philip Downing, who is in ~ t1\(\_ 
Custom House, Boston, and John Do;w_h .. 
ing, also of the Custom House Depar t • 
ment in N ew York. 

He leaves several grandchild r en and 
great , granachild ,ren. 
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HISTORY OF THE SECOND FREE WILL BAPTIST CHURCH 

OF PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND 

In 1819 The African Union Meeting House and School 
House Society was formed for the purpose of providing 
a worship and training site for Negros. And it was from 

& this Society that all the present Negro Churches in the 
·l,~67 .-state)had their beginning. It was in 1830 that twenty-

, six men and five women withdrew and organized th .em
selves as the Abyssian Baptist Church. However, dur
ing this period Baptist Churches consented to slavery 
and there was within this group those who did not agree 
with this thinking. As a result seven men and two wom
en , with their leader, Rev. John Lewis, drew apart in 
1832 • Three years later, in 1835, this group was admitt
to the Rhode Island Free Will Baptist Quarterly Meeting, 
which had incorporated in 1826, with Burriville, Smith
field and Pawtucket Churches as members. Rev. Lewis 
continued as pastor of the church until 1835. 

This group was dedicated to the abolition of slavery. 
And to this group in Rhode Island the term "Free Will" 
meant the abolition of slavery. However, Nationally, 
this term has an entirely different meaning, it is used 
to show a less rigid conformity to the method of conduct 
and worship as required by other Baptist Churches. This 
is accepted as the meaning until today. 

This newly formed group met, first, in homes and flS the 
membership grew they met in a hall but soon decided to 
have a building of their own. Through their Treasurer, 
Cato Northup, land was purchased at the corner of Angle 
and Pond Streets for $225. 00 and a deed wa _s recorded in 
1841, under the name of The Second Free Will Baptist 
Church. During this period from 1835 until 1846 the 



church was without a pastor. In 1842 a charter was grant
ed to the Church by the Rhode Island Assembly. 

It is felt that this is a very good one to offer an answer 
to the often asked question- Where was the First Free Will 
Baptist Church?- This was a white church and was located 
on Plainfield Street, Providence, Rhode Island. 

During a period from 1842 until 1870 the church was pastor
ed by seveml persons, it remained at the Angle and Pond 
Streets location all of this time. It was served by the 
following: Edward Scott took over in 1846 and remained un
til 1860. At which time J. B. Smith became pastor and con
tinued until 1864. William Crook, a white minister, led 
them from 1865 until 1869. J. F. Champlain became pastor 
in 1869 and stayed until 1871 and it was during his stay 
that the church moved down to Franklin and Pond and later 

to Fenner Street, where it was destroyed by fire. 

After the fire worship again was held in a hall on Union 
Street until September 28, 1871 when the Corner-stone was 
laid for their building at Angle and Pond Streets and the 
dedication was held September 29, 1872. During this period 
the pastor, until 1873, was J. W. Dungee. It was during 
his pastorate that a fair was held raising $1,200.00, 
$600. 00 of which canne .Jrom a dinner for business men in 
Howard Hall • Rev. Dungee had been a slave in Virginia, 
who escaped to Canada until after emancipation was de
clared. At this time he returned to Virginia and gained an 
education and became a Minister. 

The Church remained in this location until 1948. While 
here it adopted the tti:tle "Pond Street Baptist Church" by 
which it became better known than by its chartered name. 
It enjoyed a very good life during this period and at one 
time its membership grew to more than three hundred. The 
following were pastors: C.J. Carter, 1874 to 1875; J.C. 
Plummer, 1876 to 1877; J. D. Verney, 1878 to 1885;. 



B. N. Kirk, 1885 to 1889; H.H. Harris was pastor for less 
than a year during the year 1889; he was followed in 1889 
by A. W. Adams until 1893; Wm.H.Jencks, 1894 to 1895; 
W. T. Hall, Supply, 1895 to 18.96; then Zachariah Harrison 
1897 to 1923, a period of twenty-six years holding the re
cord for the longest period of service. It was during his 
stay that shares were sold and a grocery store was started 
on Broad Street, but duato the strong competiti~n had to 
close. Harrison was followed by L. G. Nichols, 1923 to 
1927; F.Lee, 1928 to 1931; then there was an unfilled pe
riod until R. L. McKinney, 1934 to 1936. He left to become 
a teacher at Storer College at Harpers Ferry, West Virginia. 
Later he went to teach at Virginia State College. While he 
was on a four months leave the church was supplied by 
J. Raymond Henderson, who was exceptionally popular and 
raised a considerable amount of money for the church. 
When he left it was to accept a position in the South. From 
that he went to Los Angeles, . California, where he pastor
ed a large Church, adding a large Recreational Center to 
the premises. 

In 1937, Walter L. Wynn came to the church as supply min
ister, in which capacity he served until June 3, 1939, 
when he was ordained and became pastor of the church. 

Prov. Evening Bulletin 6/3/3 9) • He remained with the church 
until 1944 when he left to do missionary work. He became 
President of a school among the Ovimbudus in Gelangue, 
Angola, West Africa and served as minister of one of the 
largest congregations in the world for the Congregational 
Church. 

The next minister to serve the church we:s Samuel DeWitt 
Proctor, who took charge in 1945. He proved to be one of 
the best Jiked pastors for many years and exerted much con
trol over the members. It was during his pastorate that the 
church moved from its long stay on Pond Street to a new lo
cation at the corner of Stewart and Pond Streets. A church 
building, which had been the property of the Steward Street 



Baptist Church and had by this body been turned over 
to tht:- Rh_ode Island Baptist Convention was deeded by 
the Convention to the Second Free Will Baptist Church. 
Possession of this property was very successful exist
ence,. in their new location, under the leadership of 
Dr. Proctor, until he left in 1949 to join the faculty of 
Virginia Union University, Richmond, Va. Dr. Proctor be
gan his new post as professor of Philosphy; in 1950 he 
became Dean of the School of Theology; moving up to Vice 
President in 1953 and in 1955 he became President. In 
this position he remained until 1960 when he became Pres
ident of A. & T. College, Greensboro, N.C. In 1962 he 
directed the Peace Corps program in Nigeria and in 1963 
he headed the office of Peace Corps Volunteers. In Aug
ust 1964 he was named General Director of Interpretation 
of the National Council of Churches, the post he presently 
holds. 

When Dr. Proctor vacated the pastorate the re was a short 
period of incteEision regarding the selection of his repla ce 
ment. Could they get the person they most wanted? He 
was a minister, but of another denomination. Fiimally all 
blocks were cleared by mutual agreement and in 19 5 0, J. 
Evans Crawford professed the baptist faith, was baptized 
and became pastor of the church "3 He remained until lliffi4, 
leaving to accept a position with the American Baptist 
Convention in Chicago, Ill. Later he went to Washington, 
D. C. to become a teacher in the School of Theology of 
Howard University, moving up to become Dean of that 
Scho ol in 1964. 

During the following year the church wa s serviced by a 
supply minister, S. Bransford, a studen t attending school 
at Boston, Mass. He was well liked by the members who 

_ desired him to accept the vacancy but because of other 
. intentions he could not, at the time, accept. As he re
mained with the people and got to know them better, he 



then wanted to be considered as a candidate for the post 
but by that time another had been selected. He continued 
to serve until the arrival of the new pastor. 

It was in 1955 that Virgil A. Wood took over the spiritual 
leadership,which continued until 1958. Very little change 
of importance, took place during his stay. When he left 
it was to take a charge in a small town in Virginia, where 
he not only served the Church but also taught in the local 
school. He is presently pastor at "The Center", Blue Hill 

Christian Leadership Conferrence, with headquarters in 
Roxbury. 

For the year the Church was without a spiritual leader and 
suffered a loss of members and entered a general area of 
decline. Maybe it would be more correct to say at this 
time, the decline started more than a year before but only 
became pronounced at this time. So concerned were the of
ficers and members over this condition that they (f?Xerted un
due efforts toward securing early leadership, thinking that 
this would be the solution to the problem. They soon dis
covered that proper replacement was not an easy task 
since they didn't feel they could offer outstanding salary 
with such a small membership and most good leaders were 
looking for large pay. After much seeking and careful 
screening, Bernard Holliday was called in 19 5 9. The first 
two years of his pastorate were very normal ones. 

After those first two years it became evident to both Rev. 
Holliday and the church business leadership that the Church 
was being plunged into what might prove to be the most 
controversal period of its existence. Because at this point 
it was learned that the Church was slated for redevelopment. 
By many this wa .s thought to be just so much more talk of 
the same nature as that which they had so often heard before. 
By others it was thought to be very correct, this was later 
proven to be the condition. The first matter to attract attent
ion was securing a price for the structure which the city 



wanted , so that it could be removed in order to make way 
for other purposes. In order to obtain the very best results 
in all areas pertaining to this project, a carefully select
ed · committee, known as the redevelopment committee was 
named. After long and repeated deliberations with the City 
of Providence an agreeable settlement was reached. Here 
the Church was faced with the decision to attempt to re
build alone or to merge with another church or to consider 
a merger-rebuild project. Each of these were considered 
and discussed with other churches and it decided that 
"Pond Street" would rebuild alone. It was at this point that 
the Rhode Island Baptist Convention :entereq the picture ad ... 
vising that rebuilding alone should not be attempted. It 
should be noted here that proceeds derived from the sale of 
the property was banked in a joint account with the Church 
and the Convention. The reason for this had not been, 
clearly defined but when the Convention continued to insist 
that it be allowed to dictate policy in this matter it was real
ized that a dear understanding of this condition had to be 
obtained. The Church and understood that the Steward 
Street Church had been deeded to it with the proviso that it 
be held and kept in good order for twenty years after which 
time the Church would become owner in fee simple. The 
twenty year . .,;>ettarl hai:bhctb.Jexp]bred but a power greater tiao.m. 
either party .·had intervened and thus invalidated -any agree
ment which had been reached. But this situation had been 
discussed with the Convention and it had been understood 
that it would have had no _ bearing on the transfer of title. 
So it was realized that there must lh.e some greater claim 
that prompted ·the Convention to take the stand it assumed. 
The deed was studied and it was found to contain a reverter 
clause which continued ownership in the Convention despite 
any ·condition which might be or which might come into ex
istance. Since the Convention was the owner of the property 
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should also be theirs. But the Church had invested a great 
amount of money into this property and had thus created a 
great equity in the building, in fact a greater equity than 
that held by the Convention. Vvhen this was realized by both 
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sides of the contention an agreement was soon reached 
whereby the proceeds were released to the Church to be 
used in their building project. 

By the time this had been agreed upon the Church had a
gain reached a point of indecision but this time it over 
the cost of the tebitlldgig • In the thick of the despute, 
when it appeared that the Pastor was . not about to get 
things as he desired, he offered his resignation which 
was accepted. So on January 12, 1964 Rev. Holliday term
inated his tour of duty. When he resigned he did not have 
other employment secured and it was several months be
fore he had been successful in this endeavor. He is pre
sently a Member of the Staff of the Protestant ·Council of 
the City of New York. Executive Secretary in the Man-
hattan Division. 

After Rev. Holliday left it was decided to reevaluate their 
position arid the results was the same as it had been from 
the beginning. And by this time t1l i ;P.r0v'.itlenoe relocation 
agency was exerting pressure for the Church to vacate the 
property • Arrangements for a spot in which to worship 
while the new building was under construction was the 
first item of business so the proper officers of the Church 
appealed to Cranston Street- Roger Williams Baptist 
Church for the prtwilege of sharing their edifice and the 
request was granted. Arrangements were made and the first 
worship service was held in this new location on March 15, 
1964. From the first of February examination of canidates 
had been under way and being continued when the Church 
began its worship in the new location. 

On March 14, 1964, the Church vacated the property at 
Steward and Pond Streets, moving its personal property 
into storage that day and on March 16, 1964 final settle
ment was concluded with The Providence Relocation 
Agency. Approval of construction plans, by the City, Con-
sumed some time and as a result the contract for erection 



of the new building was delayed in being executed. How
ever , on May 29,1964, a contract was executed for the 
erection of a building to be located on Chester Avenue, 
Providence,R.I., betweenThe Second Free Will Baptist 
Church and the Kenric Building Company. In July the 
Qr.QllJitl Breaking Service was held with Rev. Carl C. Banks 
as main speaker , thus opening the way for construction. 
Earlier in July it had decided that Rev. Banks was to become 
the new Pastor of the Church and it was for this reason that 
he was selected as speaker .at this service. On August 9, 
1964 he officially began his new duties. 

Once the building was under construction the progress 
moved speedly along. Now, March 14, 1965, exactly one . 
year from the day that the former church building was va
cated and one hundred thirty~five years from its formation, 
a corner--$!one is being laid in the new building at seventy
five Chester Avenue , Providence, Rhode Island. Two weeks 
from this date, on March 2 8 , 19 6 5 , this building will be 
dedicated, with Dr. Samuel DeWitt Proctor as the guest 
speaker ·. On April 11, 1965, Rev. Carl C. Banks will be 
installed as Pastor of this Church. These Relocation.~ 
will be brought to an end with a banquet to be held May 1, 
1965. 

As can be noted from the records of success which many of 
the former Pastors of this Church have enjoyed, the Church 
has served well as a stepping stone to greater things for 
most of them. It is here hoped that this distinction may be 
continued and it is also hoped that the Church may be 
equally successful in its advancements. In other words, 
may the future be kind, both to this Church and to those who 
serve it, because both face a grave fight at this time. As 
should be remembered, this Church was founded, One 
hundred thirty-five years ago, dedicated to a fight for free
dom. Today, this new Church, is dedicated to the same 
purpose. The results to be acquired may not be exactly the 



In 1900, the Providence Art Club showed a collection of Banniater•s 
works ·, s1me of which were Mr. Aus tin H. King• s "After the Shower", 
Dr. Munro•s ttn'he Road to the Valleytt, Mrs. illiam B. Weeden•s land
scape, Mr. Buff'unr•s 11· After the Bath" r,-Mr. Vinc ·ent•s "Homewardu was· 
accorded the place of onor, it once served Bannister as a dust pan 
until it was res cu · ·.,:i y Judge carpenter. An :l.nteresting happening a-
bout -one of his pictures was ,Mrs. Bannister needed s.ome dental work i ~ 
and he being .financially embarressed, he offered to paint for the 
work. \¥hen completed, the Dentist thought the cows were too light, 
and asked · to have them a little darker, wh:tch was done against Mr. 
Bannister•s will. A French pa;;tent immediately reconized the painting , 
as a Bannister, upom being told of what happened, taid it should 
have been :Left as it ·was~. This picture was in the Art Club's showing · 
with a price of $345.00 on 1p. 
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/ 1!:illiam P.H. Freeman Civic leader, 6hurchman, Realtor and 
Insurance Broker. ~ember of many church an d civic groups. 

1 1/ 

R. I. 
John F. Lopez, Sr., ~ember of the~Commision on Discrimation 
Civic Leader, Foliti ion, urdr. Colored Democrattt, high in 
estimation of Governor's, Senator's and the public,getting 
positions in state as well as City servmce.Ardent worker in 
the ss~~~-lii of the John Hope Settlement House, N. A. A. C. P. 
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Bannister Paintings 
Offered Smithsonian 

TED TROSBY, director of the Barrington Art Gallery, reports that he has opened negotiations with authorities in Washington to have the Smithsonian Institution acquire a collection of paintings and sketches by the late Edward M. Bannister, Rhode Island Negro artist, for the national col-lection of fine arts. 
The Bannister works, 24 paintings and four sketches, were exhibited recently at the Olney Street Baptist Church. They are reportedly the property of a Newport resident, and the Barrington Art Gallery is acting as agent in the negotiations. In a letter dated Sept. 1, Neal Peterson, assistant to Vice President Hubert Humphrey, wrote to Mr. Trosby: "I have your letter of Aug. 28. Indeed, it would seem that the collection of Bannister paintings represents a valuable find on your part. 

"I have talked with officials of the Smithsonian who oversee the United States Collection of Fine Arts. They would be delighted to receive these paintings for the purpose of making them a permanent part of :: <! collection. I will look forward to hearing from you in this regard." 
Bannister, one of the founders of the Providence Art Club, was held in considerable esteem as a painter in his day. He won a number of medals at national exhibitions. 
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EDWARD MITCHELL OANNISTER 

ONE OF THE GREAT DEVELOPMENTS IN LANDSCAPE A.RT OF TKE NINETEENTH CENTURY 
IS ASSOCtATED WITH THE NAME OF THE SJ4ALL FRENCH VILLAGE OV 0ARBIZ0N ON THE DOA• · .. 
OERS OF THE FOREST OF FONTAINEDLEAU_. 0EG1NNING A00UT 1824 FRENCH ARTISTS, ANO 
LATEl, MEN FROM THE WORLD OVER, FOUND INSPIRATION IN ITS LOVELY WOODLANDS ANO 
PASTURES, AND BEGAN TO PAINT IN A HANN£R QUITE DIFFERENT FROM THE REALISTIC TRA• 
DITIONS OF THE PAST. COROT, HI-LUT, DAUBIGNY, AND MANY OTHERS or THI$ BARBIZON 
SCHOOL ARE FAMOUS NAMES TODAY. 

WHEN WILLIAM HORRIS HUNT RETURHD TO BOSTON 1N 1855 FROM HIS ASSOCIATION 
WITH MILLET ANO OTHERS OF THIS GROUP IN EURO.PE, HE INTRODUCED AMERICA TO THE 
NEW TRENDS. SOME INDIVIDUALS KAO BEGUN TO PAINT IN THE NEW MANNER EARLIER, BUT 
WttH HUNT1S RETURN, A FRESH SPIR·IT BEGAN JN EARNEST. TH-IS N•W SPIRIT GAVE 
BREADTH, COLOR AND ATMOSPHERE TO LAMDSCAP£ PAINTING, WITHOUT TKE DRY, 0-ETA-tLED, 
FORMAL COMOSITIONS OF' HEN LIKE ASHER DUAAND, JOHN KENNSETT., J. F. CROPSEY AND 
OTHERS o, TH·E so-CALLED HUDSON RIVER SCHOOL. I THE NEW PAINTING REACTED AGA_tNST 
THE ANALYTICAL REALISM AND GRANDEUR THEN POPULAR, AND, IN A LOOSER TREATMENT, 
GAVE WARMTH AND BEAUTY TO AMERICAN LANDSCAPES. PERHAPS THE BEST KNOWN A~RICAN 
PAINTER o, THE BAR81Z0N SeHOOL WAS GEORGE INNESSe 

EDWARD MITCHELL BANNISTER WAS SHARING A STUDIO ON TREHO~T STREET IN BOST• 
ON WITH EDWIN LORD WEEKS WHEN HUNT BROUGHT THE WORKS OF CO.ROT AND MU.LET TO THE 
ATTENTION OF NEW ENGLANDERS, AND FROM THE FIRST CAUG.HT THE FE£LJNG AND fNSPtRA• 
Tl0N OF THE KEW MOVEMENT. LATER, A GROUP OF HIS ADMIRERS GAV£ HIM THE MEANS TO 
STUDY ABROAD, BUT HE DECLINED. IT IS tNTER£ST1NG TO SPECULATE HOW HISTORY 
WOU'LD HAVE TR-EATED BANNISTER HAO HE TAKEN THIS CHANCE TO WORK WITH TffE REC0G• 
NtZEO MASTERS JN THE CENTER OF TttElR ACTIVITY• CERTAINLY THE PAINflNGS IN THIS 
EXHIB·,ITION SHOW THE BEG.INNINGS OF A GREAf TALENT, AND, tN THE OPINION OF MANY~ 
SOHE OF HIS CANVASSES RANK WITH THOSE OF THE VERY BEST BARBIZON EXPONENTS. IN 
ANY EVENT HE WAS A LEADER ANONG THE RHODE ISLAND ARTJSTS OF THE LATE NINETEENTH 
CENTURY, ANO HADE H:IS CONTRIBUTION TO THE ARTS AND THE ENJOYMENT OF HIS FELLOW 
HAN IN A NANN·ER THAT WON RESPECT AND ADHIRATfON._ 

EDWARD M.tTCHELL BANNISTER WAI BORN IN ST. ANDREWS, NEW BRUNSWICK, IN Nov
EHBER, 1828. Has FATHER, EDWARD BANNISTER, CAH• 0RIGINAJ.LY FROM BARBADOS, AND 
HJS MOTHER, HANNAH ALEXANDER BANNISTER, WAS 80RN IN ST. ANDREWS. ANOTHER SON, 
WILLIAM, lS Al.SO RECORDED-. ABOUT 1856 EDWARD M. 8.ANNISTER HAR.RIED CHRISTIANA 
CARTEUX1 A NARRAGANSETT IN0IAN o, NOBLE BJRTH WHO WAS JUSTLY PROUD OF' HER ANCES
TRY. THEY HAO NO CHILDREN. TALL, GOOD•LOOKING, ANO VERY DARK, THEY WERE A 
STRIKING PAIR AS THEY OFTEN WALKED ALONG BENEFIT STREET. Mas. BANNISTER INVAR• 
IABLY WORE ROYAL PURPLE WITH BLACK TRIHNtNG, A PARTICULARLY BECOMING ATTIRE. 

PROBABLY NO BETTER APPRECIATION CAN BE HAD FOR THE STATURE, MATURE AND 
CKARACTER OF BANNISTER THAN TO QUOTE PART OF AN ADDRESS GIVEN 8Y ONI OF RHODE 
ISLAND'S LEADING ARTISTS OF THAT DAY, GEORGE W. WHITAKER, SHORTLY AFTER HIS 
DEATH I 

"IN A BOOK ENTITLIO 'ARTISTS OF TltE NINETEENTH CENTURY, t 
(OSGOOD & Co.) THE NAME or EDWARD M. BANNISTER IS GtVEN 
AN0NG OTHERS WHO BEST REPRESENT THE ART TRIUMPHS OF 
AMERICAN AND EUROPE. MR. BANNISTER WAS A HAN WHOSE 
GENTLE, CHILDLIKE SPIRIT WAS AN INSPIRATION TO ALL WHO 
KNEW KIHJ WHOSE MODESTY WAS ONLY EQUALLED BY TRUTHFUL• 
NESS AS MANIFESTED IN HIS LJFE AND WORKS. HIS 
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THOUGHTFUL C0NTEHPLAT I ON EMBRACED THE a1,u,, 1,u1., THE 
FANCIFUL, AND THE WE lRD. HE ULTIMATED HOST 8.EAUTIFU·L 
EXAMPLES OF COLOR IN THE TERTIARY PALLET1 WHICH HOLD 
1HEIR OWN WITH THE BEST ARTJSTS1 WORK OF OUR TIHE. 
HE DR.AWS US FROM THE HARO REAL IT t ES o, .L IF£, AND BY 
HIS DEEP INTERPRETATION TOUCHES THE SOUL~ CtEARLY RE• 
PRESENTING THE INVISIBLE lN THE VISIBLE. HIS ARTISTIC 
SUCCESS WAS REACHED THROUGH A POETIC TURN OF HIND 
WHICH ENABLED H.tM TO TWIST ANO TURN 08.JECTS IN ff tS 
CONP0$1TIOHS TO SUIT HIS FANCY. Ht WAS ONE OF THE 
FEW ARTISTS WHO KMEW TH£ VALUE OF DEEP SHADOWS AS A 
FOUNDATION OF HIS PAlNTINGSe Hts COLOR WAS NOT 0~ 
A VOLUPTUOUS NATURE, BUT RATHER OF A QUIET KIND THAT 
JUGGLED W-ITH GRAYS. IT WAS HIS CUSTOM TO CHARGE HIS 
MEMORY ANO RUMINATE WELi. OVER THE SUBJECT ••• ALL 
THROUGH LIFE MR. BANNISTER WAS A STUDENT, AN OHNIVOR• 
0US READER, WELL VERSED IN POETRY AND MYTHOLOGY, AHD 
A LOVER OF HIGH CLASS MUSIC. HE WAS A PERSON OF 
GENTLEMANLY BEARING WHO COULD ENTER AND LEAVE A ROOM 
WITH EASE AND GRACE. HE CONVERSED WITH HORE THAN 

ORDINARY INTELLIGENCE ON THE PRINCIPAL TOPtCS OF THE 
DAY, AND ALL 0EEH.ED IT A PRIVILEGE TO BE IN HlS COMP• 
ANY.· HIS OPf NIONS WERE OF A DECIDED NATURE.• 

HIS REPUTATION AS A SKETCHER WAS HANjFEST BEFORE HE HAD REACHED H1S 
TENTH YEAR. EVEN JN HIS EARLY SCHOOi. DAYS HIS CHUHS PR0PH~SfED THAT HE WOULD 

BECOME A GREAT ART I.ST. HIS SURROUND J N-GS AT TlU S TIME W£RE lN ffJ_S FAVOR. HIS 
DETERMINED LOVE FOR ART AND -HIS SUPERSENSITIVE APPRECfATJON OF THE BEAUTIES OF 
NATURE LED HIM TO STUDY THE SUNSET, THE ROLLING CLOUDS AND F'L1TTlNG SHADOWS 
THAT PHOTOGRAPHED THEMSELVES INDELLlBLY UPON HIS YOUNG HIND. 

Hts EARLIEST WORKS WERE SCRIPTURAL SCENES, ~ATER ON HE DRIFTED INTO 

LANDSCAPES WITH FI-GURES ANO CATTLE AS ACCESSORIES. 

THE YOUNG HEN OF ST. ANDREWS F0LLOWEO THE SEA FOR A LIVING, AND BANNISTER 
WAS NO EXCEPTION. HE SHIPPED AS COOK ON A COASTER AND PASSED MANY PLEASANT 
MONTHS IN THIS OCCUPATION. THIS EARLY EXPERIENCE GAVE HIM A GREAT LIKING FOR 
THE WATER, ANO FOR HORE THAN TW-£NT .Y FIVE YEARS HE SAlLED HIS SHALL YACHTS IN 
NARRAGANSETT BAY AND NEWPORT HARBOR. 

AFTER LEAVING HIS HOHE IN ST. ANDREWS HE WENT DIRECTLY TO BOSTON AND 
STUD1ED AT THE LOWELL INSTITUTE WJTH DR. RIMMER ANO OTHERS. MANY OF HIS PAINT• 
INGS WERE SHOWN AT THE BOSTON ART CLUB AND WERE EAGERLY SOUGHT FOR BY C0LL.ECT0I~ 

BEFORE COMlNG TO PROVIDENCE IN 1871, MR. BANNISTER SPENT SOME TIME IN 
NEW YORK WORKING ON SOLAR PRtNTS WITH A B·ROA0WAY PHOTOGRAPHER. WHILE THERt HE 
PAINTED A SCRIPTURAL PIECE WHICH HE SHOWED TO FRANK G. CARPrNTER, THE ARTIST 

WHO PAINTED THE 1EMHANCIPATION PROCt.AMATl.oNY NOW AT THE NATIONAi. CAP-ITAL.. HR. 
CARPENTER WAS EXCEEDINGLY PLEASED WITH THIS WORK OF 8ANNJSTER9S, AND ADVISED 
HIM TO ENTER ART AS A PROFESSION • . FROM THAT TINE ON, WITH THE INCALCULABLE 
AID OF A DEVOTED WIFE, HE DEVELOPED INTO AN ENTHUSIASTIC ARTIST WHOSE WORKS 
HAVE Tffl STANP OF GENIUS MARKED UPON THEH.t 
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MJTH CHARACTER .ISTIC MODESTY, EDWARD MITCHELL BANNISTER WAS PERSUA.0£D 

TO SUBMIT A PAINTING, 0 UNO£R THE 0A«s,'' TO THE COMMITTEE F'OR THE CENTENNlAL 
EXPOSITf ·ON Of' 1876 IN PHILADELPHIA. HE WON A MAJOR AWARD OF' THE FIRST RA-NK 

FOR TH Is p ICTURE. THE 110AKSn REFERRED TO THO.SE BANNJ STER HAD S££N ANJ PAf NT• 

ED AT TKE WtLLlAM GOODARD FARM IN POTOWAHUT, R. I. THE PAINTING WAS LATER 

SOLD TO A MR. DUFF OF' BOSTON FOR $1500 11100 THROU·GH tlJLLlAHS ANO EVERETT. MANY 

OF" HIS OTHER PAINTINGS WERE DONE NEAR KtU GH~SVU.LE, R. I• 

As WI TH SEVER.AL O_F THE OTHER ARTISTS tN THE PROVlO -ENCE AR'EA, BANNI STER•s 

WORK SOLD EASILY IN .THIS PERtOD. fT WAS THE GREAT ERA OF LANDSCAPE ART, AND 

RARE INDEED WAS THE F'INE VtCTOR·IAN HO·HE THAT O'IO· NOT BOAST HANY JHPOSIHG CAN .. 

VASIS IN THElR HEAVY GILT FRAMES. PAINTINGS BY BANNISTER HUNG IN THE HOUSES IN 
THE BENEFIT STREET AREA. MADAHE s,sstERETTA JON£S, TliE GREAT NEGRO SOPRANO WHO 
SANG BEFORE SEVERAL PRESJOENTS, A GUEST IN THE WHtTE HOUSE, AND FRIEND OF 0AHE 

NETTIE MEL&A ANO MANY OTHER FAMOUS ARTISTS, WAS AN ADMIRER OY BANNISTER ANO 
HUNG HIS PICTURES ALONG WJTH OTHERS, INCLUDING A COROT, SHE HAO COLLECTED DURING 
HER ~JF'ETIH .E. BILLED AS THE u8LAC1< PATTJu (A REFERENCE TO THE WORLD f'AHOUS SOP• 
RANO A.CELINA JUANA MARIA PATTI, X BARONESS CEDERSTROM) SH£ HAD F'ORESAKEN HER 
CAREER TO RETURN, WITH THE TREASURES COLLECTED DURING HER F'AHOUS TRAVELS, TO 
CARE FOR HIR SICK MOTHER AND GRANDMOTHER AT HER HOUSE AT 7 WRE.ATON STREET .. 

AaoUT 1878, GEORGE W. WH.I TAKER, CH·ARLES )JAL TER STETSON, ANO BANN I STER 
MET ONE EVENING AT BANNJSTER1S STUDIO, ANO THE THREE PROVIDENCE ARTISTS DISCU.SS• 
ED PLANS BY WHICH THEY HOPED TO INTEREST COLLECTORS, AMATEUR 'S, AND DEALERS IN 
THEIR WORK. OUT OF THESE AND LATER DISCUSSIONS, THE PROVIDENCE ART CLUB WAS 
FOUNDED ON FEBRUARY 19, 1880, WITH JAMES SULLIVAN LINCOLN AS TH! FIRST ~RESIDENT. 
LINCOLN WAS THE FIRST SIGNER OF THE DOCUMENT FORMING Tit£ CLUB, BANNISTER THE 
SECOND, FOLLOWED BY WHITAKER, STETSON AND OTHERS. 

THE PROVIDENCE ART CLUB HONORED THEfR ILLUSTRIOUS MEMBER WITH AN EXHl8t• 
TION OF HIS WORK A FEW YEARS LATER, AND 1'HIS WAS Q.UIT£ SUCCESSF.UL. 

FOR 25 YEARS BANNISTER HAD Hf$ STUDIO IN THE Wooos But-LDlNG AT 2 CoL,~£GE 
STREET. HE LIVED ON B-ENEVOLENT STRE'ET, ANO., LATER, AT 60 II ILSON STREET• 

BESIDES TME MEDAL FROM THE CENT£NN1AL EXPOSITlON HE AECEfVED A SILVER 

HEDAL AT THE 15TH EXHl'SITION IN 1884 OF TH£ MASSACHUSETTS CHARITAB'LE MECHAN1C 
ASSOCIATION, ANO ALSO A S-lLVER MEDAL FROM TME SAHE ASSOCIATION IN 1881 AND A 
BRONZE IN 1878. 

BANNISTER1 S LATER YEARS WERE NOT TOO SUCCESSFUL, AND HE 01£0 A POOR HAN, 
THE FATE Or HANY ARTISTS, ON JANUARY 9, 1901. ALWAYS A DEVOUT CHURCH MEMBER, 
HIS DEATH CAME WITH HIS HEAD BOWED J,N PRAYER DURING SERVICES IN PROVIDENCE. A 
MEHOR.tAL COHKlTTEE, HEADED BY JOHN N. ARNOLD ANO INCLUOJNG STACY TOLMAN, SYDNEY 
8URLE1GH1 GEORGE A.HAYS, W. STAPLES DROWNE, ANO MANY OF THE OTHER L£ADING ART• 
lSTS OF THE DAY ANO MEMBERS Of THE ART CLU8 RAISED FUNDS TO ERRECT A LARGE BOUJ..• 
DER WITH A BRONZE PALETTE AND SCROLL TO HONOR THE MEMORY OF THIS BELOVED NE~RO. 
ARTIST, ANO THJS WAS ~LACED NEAR HIS GRAVE JN THE NORTH BURIAL GROUND. 

THUS ENDED tHE CAREER OF THIS GENTLE HAN, IMMENSELY POPULAR WITH HlS 
FRIENDS ANO FELLOW ARTISTS, WHO GAVE- SUCH RESTFUL, SOULFUL SCENES WHERE PASTURE, 

ROCKS ANO POOLS AND LAUREL, OAKS ANO BRAMB·LES1 MARSHLAND AND DROWSY CATTLE, ALL 
COMBJNEO TO GIVE ULTIMATE CREAMS OF PEACE JN THE BEST TRADITIONS OF' THE BARBlZON 
SCHOOL. 
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-THE PAINTINGS-

1. 11MtODAV REST11• FAMlLY GROUP EATING NOONDAY LUNCH. CANVAS SIZE: 2()ll X14' 1• 

2. '~&tRL ANO Cows,11 GtRL B8INGING HOME COWS AT EVENING. CANVAS SIZE: 18° X 1.2"a 

3. ttTHE DRINKING POOL, 11 OXEN BEING DRIV£N TO ORlNKING POOL. CANVAS SIZE: 24n X16'1• 

4. 11HtLLS1DE PASTORE, 11 LANDSCAPE WtT11 COWS ANO TREES. CANVAS SIZE: 2011 X 1411,. 
- ··---··-~-~ ... ·- · ·. · .---:- ":.:· :-~ ··.-~ ~---· .... ,,,_ ;.;.,.~ ;_. ---~ . ..... - ------ ... 

s. l'lfARHER GREENE'S MEADOW,11 CANVAS SIZE: 2011 X 14"1. 

6. UGETHER l NG SEAWEED,11 ·FIG UR£ OF NAN PUSH.ING WHEELBARROW OF S!AWEEO. CANVAS 
SJ ZE: 24'1 X 2()1'• 

7. 111.ANDSCAPE," TREES ANO BROOK• CANVAS SIZEt 1611 X 1411 • 

8~ ·1ts·utis·Er;t:r·· LONE FIGURE WfTH SETTING SUN IN BACKGROUND. CANVAS SIZE: 24u X 1·tr. 

9 .. "AT KNIGHT "SVILLE," FACTORY BUILDJNGS WITH eo·ATS ON PONO. CANVAS SIZE: 12n x 9'1 .. 

10,ta 11THE 0LO HOHESTEA0, 11 AN OLD HOUSE NESTLING AMONG TREES. CANVAS SlZEl 12" X 9''• 

11. "PLEASANT PASTURES, 11 LANDSCAPE WITH TWO GRAZING COWS. CANVAS SJZE: 24° X 1611• 

12. "THE WATER PooL,11 THREE FEMALE FtGUR.ES FILLING THEJR BUCKETS AT A POOL. 
CANVAS SIZE: 1611 X 12'J. 

13. 0 RE·r.osE, .. Two FIGURES RESTING AT THE EDGE OF' A BROOK. CANVAS SIZE& 16° X 1211• 

1Lt. 11MooDSMAN RETURNJNG, 11 WOODSMAN COMING OUT OF FOREST. CANVAS SIZE:- 22" x 1811• 

15. 0 PALHER R fVER.,n LANDSCAPE OF RIVER AND TREES. CANVAS S-IZE-: 34' 1 X 2411
• 

16. 11SWALE LAND,'' LANDSCAPE OV MEAOOWS, TREES, ANO SKY. CANVAS SIZE: 46° X 32u. 

17. 1¼PPROACHlNG STORM," FlGURE OF WOODSMAN ANO WINO TOSSED TREES AND STORMY 
SK I ES• CANVAS $ I ZE: 60° X 40''._ 

18 .. 1'THE MILKHAIO, 11 · ;FARM GIRL CARRY)N .G STOOL AND HILK PAIL. CANVAS SIZE: 3511 X 22'1• 

19. llTHE SALUTE," Two PEOPLE BY WAYSIDE WAVING TO PASSlNG Q,RIV£R OF OXCART .. 
CANVAS SIZEI 1811 X 14'•. 

20. 11SUNRlSE,u . SUN RISING BEHIND PASTORAL LANDSCAPE. CAN.VAS SfZEI 18'' X 14st
• 

21. HLANOSCAPE,u ROCK$ ANO TREES, WITH WATER IN THE DISTANCE. CANVAS SIZEJ l6' 1x1111
• 

22. UORIVtNG HOME THE Cows,11 FARM GJRJ... DRIVING HOME HERO OF' cows. CANVAS SIZE: 

5011 X 32lt• 

23. ''HOMEWARD, ... WORKER RETURNING HOME AFTER A OAY"s TOlL. CANVAS SIZE: 1411 x 9°. 

2Lt. UTHE FARMHOUSE, 11 GROUP OF FARM HOUSES NESTUO AMONG T.RE£ $TUDOID LANDSCAPE. 
CANVAS SIZE: 1611' X 10". 
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25. 1'AFTER tltE SHOWER,t' LANDSCAPE WITH PASS ING STORM CLOUOS. CANVAS S·IZE: 1011 x9n. 

26. "A ROAD TO THE VALLEY,u LANDSCAPE WITH FIGURE ORIVl 'NG COWS ALONG ROAD TO THE 

VALLEY. CANVAS SIZE: 911 X 71l_. 

27. ULANOSCAPE;,11 Cows DRINKING AT A BROOK. CANVAS SIZE: 8'' x 6'1 • 

28. IILANDSCAPE,11 CANVAS SIZE: 8° X 6°. 

29. 11MoRNING ON THE SHORE," SCENE AT THE 11POINT," NEWPORT. WATERCOLOR, 1411 x 9'' .. 

30. 11STORV OF THE RESURRECTlON.,11 SKETCH, 8'1 X 5u. 

31. "WATER C0L0R, 11 LANDSCAPE WITH TREES AND WATER. WATERCOLOR, 9n X 611• 

32. USAO MEMOR1Es," CHARCOAL SKETCH, 9n x 6". 

WE W0Ut0 LIK£ TO TMANK ALL THOSE WHO HELPED IN THE ORGANIZATION OF 
THIS EXHIBITION, ,ARTICULARLY: THE REVEREND PAUL F. THOMPS0N~ THE TRUSTEES 
OF THE OLNEY STP~ET BAPTIST C~URCH-~MRS. BESSIE JONES-MRS. MA~fON WSLLtAMS• 
MRSo Lt:.ONARO ANDF.RSON··MR. RogERT HAMMOND; MR. J.M1C!S RoBCCHAt'J, WHOSE PICTURES 

ARE ON DISPLA'YJ MR. NtNO SCOTTI; MR. J. K. OTT; MRS. THf:ODOR:: l.EVYJ MRS. 

FLORft-!CE M. LEWI;,; THF. URBAN L£AGUE OF' R. l.; MRS., ANDREW STA' .. EY; THE HOST• 

ESSfS WHO HE:-PEO DURING THE EXHIBITION; AND ALL OTH£RS WHO GAVE THEIR TIME 
ANO EFFORT. 

We thank Dean Samuel L. Hershey and the School of Design for advice and 
cooperation with the exhibition. 



// --
C. R.Gross, 

73 
_ E~ wm~d M. Bannister 

I ~ ,~ ~ 
Artist 

1J 

~ ~eetln Bam;1ister memorial memory of this orie of the leading 

mm1tiee a·.nd ot'l1er artists of this artists of Rhode ,Island. 

lty ·was hel · at the studio of Stdney The committee has been -most sue-

Burleigh a't 2 o'clock this · afternoon, cessfU:l, and a sufficient sum was sub-

Jld the gathering vr.oceeded to the scribed to ensure the success · of its 

.ortq. BurisJ . Ground to inspect t~e 
1 

~lans, A boulder ~as obtained, and ' on 

n10nument which was placed on the l its facl;l was ,placed a bron~e palette · 

grave of the 1·iate Edwin M. Ban1,1ister bearing the inscri _otion. '.rhis was put 

this morning. · · in plac~ this 1:l).Orning, and inspected by , 

T" e- committee having the matter in 1

1 
the artists this afternoon. . 

- · · . ' . ~ f Saturday afternoon a Bannister me

"';e V\Tas, appointed ,at a meetm..., 0 I mo:t:i1;1.l m eeting will be held at 3 o'clock 

1'ti~ts o+.,,t.qe city ,immediately after . at the gallery of George w .. Whtttaker 

eath ot J.Ytr . . Bannist er , anfl steps I on · Fruit . HnL .. John N .. A_rn. ol .d will 

taken 'to ' secure ., subscriptions for read "Re:rp.iniscence,s of Rho.de lslµ,:µd 

able monum en t to be erected to the Artist~," and ,·othel'. .Papers . will -be re;ad. , 

Gl<lS 

l 9cJ I 

M. 
! 
D. 

.. 
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NEGRO CHURCHES IN RHODE ISLAND 

WINTER STRRET A.M.E~Z. CHt1RCH 

~ Wint er Street A. M. E . Z. Churcg was organized as a society in 183't , 
M~ ::at~o •:Afr i-0 ,n ?r un-i~etfng::::Ht54JJJi€, cootiatt:rng lie=-meet the~€t f ~ 
o~, --~wheft~~~ ~ ~8t-<c~, in co rpo r ated in 1838 . 1 

'Y' ttl~e1-ti..., 
The church met on Ba/k Street from its incorporation until 1858 when 

it moved to a hall on Gaspee StreetJ(where the boiler room now stands 
on the State House grounds . ) It is a direct branch of the A. M. E ., 
church which withdrew fro m the Methodist Episcopal Church, South in 
17 76 . 

By 1840 it had forty m.ember•s and more than d oubled its membership 
by 1.842 . 1 

In 1888, Reverend Anderson with Trustees Burgess, Reason and others 
bought a lot on Wi nter Street where a lar ge brick church was started 
and under . Reverentfl Coffee and T~ustees was completed in 1894 . 

The building with a bell tower contained a large auditorium, gallery 
on the sides and back, pu lpit with choi r stall an d organ on each side, 
stained glass windows, t wo of which were given by George Henry in mem
ory of his wife ea ch side of the pulpit . The base ment co nt ained the 
Sunday School room and utilities . 

At one time it had a membership of over 500 with a sunday school. of 
400 . A lyceum was held on Sunday afternoos, largely attended by old 
as well as young . Speakers pre sent ed various subjects with a question 
and a nswer perio d following . 

In the early 1960 •s, t he property was taken by the Redev el opment 
Authority and 1F inter Street joined vYi th Wadsworth Street, (Mt Zion A . 
M. E. ) to form the Hood Memorial A . M. E . Z . Church with the Rev . 
Arth ur ~. Hodge, pastor,(1966) tt, 

Between 1840 an d 1844, Jehial C. Beman, William Serrington, Na than 
Bloun t and Levin Smith served as pastors; Daniel Va ndevere , 1844 to 
1849; Joseph Hicks from 1849 to 1857 ; Peter Ross from 1857 to 1861; . 
Joselh Hicks returned to s erve from 1861 to 1863 •. Other pastors . were : 
Bev~ s. Terp en ,,A . J' . Green, 3 . Co1-es , \Vashington , Anderson , Coffee , 
Mccullum , T . A, Roach , Captian USA, Holland , A. A. Crooke , Biddle , 
Buster , Alleyne , carro.11, 11Veller , Morgan, Mor ris,Babington Joh nson , 
up to 1956 . 

bk r: i.· r ,, ~ 01.: .. ~, 
1 Robert Glen D Shere~ Jr ., 1•Negro Churches in Rhode Island Before 
1860 u , R . I . History, January 1966 . 

other notes collected by C. R. Gross, M. D from many sources . 



1'1EGRO CH1JRCHES IN RHODE ISLAl\TD 

A .M. E.Z .. CHURCH~~'? INTER STREET 

l837-196 

" informent Sister C~ltherine Chesbrew 
The beginning of the church was when Rev. George Spyn i, cd mother 
walked out of the Old Chestnut Stre~t Methodist Church on account 
of subscribe treatment of the colored members there, the rest of 
the colored members followed her, they had meetings around their 
homes until the society was farmed in Minor Hall House where old 
Gaspee st. Church stod. the house was next to it the ground was 
given by Marshall 1J\:oods mother for a colored Methodist Churcho" 
( This is an ex~ct quote from the Jmurnal of the Quarterly Con
ference of the Colored Methodest Ep Church of the Zion connextion 
formed by Jehiel Beman, dated Sept 2nd 1737. ) 

u, I hereby agree to remove the dwelling house belonging to me 
now standing on a portion . of tbe lot No 26 on Gaspee Street con
veyed by myself & Mrs. Woods to the African Methodist Episcopal 
Church, from the said lot within six months from this date & if 
not so r emoved the time named in my deed to them, for the re
moval rof their house from lot No 25, shall be proportionally en
larged 
Providence Oct 7 ,.1850 Marshall v.roods o t, 

This book of records from 1837 to 1859 was found in the home of 
Brother .Andrew Burgess, ( a trustee of 1.~:inter Street Church ) 
after his death. He left his pnnperty to hts wife and her passing 
it was left to Mrs. Serena H. (Bland) Miller who gave it to me 
for its historical value. 
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NEGRO CHlffiCP-ES IY RHOJE ISLAND 

A .M .~E •. z. CMTJRCH--WINTER STREET 

1837-1960 

1·•'The begining of the church was when George Spynard 'mother walked 
out of the old Chestnut Street Med«:Jfu,bdist Church on account of the 
subcribe treatment of the colored members and the rest of the ~olo
red members followed her •. They had meetings around to their houses : 
until the society was formed in Minor Hall •s house where the old 
Gaspee street Church stood. The house was next to it the ground 
was given by Marshall Wood 'S mother for a colored Methodist church. n 

( From the minute book of the Quarterly Conference of the Colored 
Methodist Ep Church of the Zion conne~tion f--0.rmed b<)L-~1----Jremafr, 
September 2, 1837. ~· ( Robert G. Scherer, Negro ehurches before ,_,._,·_ I\ 

1860 said the church 1,va.s on Bark Street from its incorporation in 
1838 when it moved to Gaspee Street ( boiler room area of state 
house grounds ) rr.nJ,1.858 .. -, 

In 1888,Rev. Anderson and trustees Burgess, Reason and others 
bought a lot on Winter Street and a large brick church was started, 
completed in 1894 under Rev. Coffee and the trustees. Tvvo stained 
glass windows were given by George Henry in memory of his wife. 

At one time it had a membership of over 500, 400 in the sunday 
school and a lyceum was held on Sunday afternoos, largely attended 
by old as well as young, speakers presenting various subjects with 
a question and answer period following. 

In the l960ths the property was taken by the Providence Redeve
lopment Authority and Winter Street joined with the Wadsworth St., 
A .M .E.Z. , to form the Hood Memorial A . :rvr .E •. Z. Church ·with the Rev. 
Arthur Hardge, pastor, 1866. 

1837 Jehiel c. Beman 
1838 William Serrington 
1839 Na than Blunt 
1840 Leven Smith 
1841 " 
1842 II 

1843 11 

1843 0'3.niel Vandevere 
49 II 

1849-1857 Joseph Hicks 
1857-1861 Peter Ross 
l861-1863 Joseph Hicks 
1888 Rev. Anderson 
1894 Rev. Coffee 
1918 Rev. T. A. Roach 

Capt • U. S .. A • 

Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev . 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev •. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 

Washington 
Mccullum 
Terpen 
Coles 
Holland 
Crooke 
Biddle 
Buster 
Alleyne 
Carroll 
Weller 
Morgan 
Morris 
Babington Johnson 1956 
A. J. Green 
N ._J , ~~C!-\2-VL. f <{(7 
q ~ t/v rA-~ \-1(A)C eL--01 e 1r q {,.o -

Robert Glenn Schere, Jr, t 11Negr o Church s in R. I. bef or .i_860 
Mrs. Ulysses T. carter, Sr. , Notes on 1';egro Churches in R. I. 
car 1 R • Gros s , M • D • , Rewrite fr 0m above and other sources • 19 6 8 
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by Rev. Leardrew L. Johnson, Pastor 

The Congdon Street Baptist Church can tr a ce its inception back 
to March 9, 1819 in the Vestry of The First Baptist Meeting Houser 
where a meeting had been calJ .ed at the sugge s tion of a group of 
"people of African descent'' to meet with a committee of interested 
white citizens to discuss and make plans whereby color Bd .citizens 
of Providence might obtain secu la r and religious instructions. 
Prior to this time the people o f c 8lc= h a d no ch urch of their own, 
bu t 1r-10:.c-shipp e d i n the var : ous ch urc :·ir.?s of the ::i t y. Those who met 
o n t ~i s night t o discuss this ma t t er we re a s fo ll8ws: Warwick 
Swo2tla nd~ Abr a ham Gibbs, George McCarthy 1 Ge orge J. Smith ~ 
George C. Willis, Joshua Wicks 9 Derry Willi ams p Hodge Congdon, 
Nathaniel Paul~ Henry Taber 1 Peter Waters, Thomas Graham 1 James 
Harris,. Thomas Thompson~ George W. Barrett, Henry Greene, Stephen 
Wolmsly, and Asa C. Goldsbury. 1 Following this initial meeting, 
a sub-committee of 12 was appointed to arrange a meeting with 
Moses Brown" Esq ·., a "Quaker and a benevolent man,tt2 who received 
them warmly and suggested that they select a suitable lot for this 
purpose and agreed to pay for the same, for he had proposed in his 
heart to do something for the people of color for a long time. 

The Society of Friends took a deep interest in this project 
and helped by soliciting funds from outside cities and friends. In 
the meantime, $500.00 was raised among the people of color in the 
town. A lbt was purchased and said property was deeded to the 
people of color on May 14, 1819. The Deed was recorded by Nathan 
W. Jackson , Clerk of the town of Providence , and reads as follows 1 
''··· For the promotion of these objects so desirable , I h ave pu r 
chased and do these pres e nts giver grant and convey the lot I this 
day received •.. a trust for the purpose and use of erecting there
on a suitable build i ng for a sch colhouse ... and also a Meeting House 
for Divi ne lrJor ?.h ip for the Pee p l e of Color that are now or here-
a ft er m a\/ b e i r: t h .:=. s town and f o r no o t he r u s e but for the s aid 
pea p 1 e c f c c 2. c ::: ;' f c rs v 2 r , . . " 3 The peopl e ass em b 1 a d on the 1 o t 
loc a~ ed o n Mestin a ~tra et near Congdon; a nd a fter solemn prayer 
wa s c f fere d by Rs\t . Step he n GanG ~ Pestu r of The First Baptist 
Churcht the l ab~ r of erec tin g a hou se of worship began. 

On the first Sund ay in June 1620 7 the Schoolhouse was opened 
for Divine Worship 9 and the text of the sermon pr ea ched by 
Mr. Henry Jackson was Proverbs 9~ 10-12. The house ? s oon after its 
erection, was se a ted with pews whic h were auctioned off for $20.00 
a pew, capabl e of holdi ng four per s ons each. Dimensions of the 
newly erected Building were 50' long, 40' wide 1 30' high ~ and 
included a l a rge r no m in the basem e nt. In 1821 the Building was 
completed and de dica te d. Thi s org an ization wa s form a lly named, 
The African Union Meeti ng anci Sch oc l ho u se Society, a nd a committee 
of 12 became the ma naging committe e . 4 

lWilliam J. Brown Autobiogr a phy 
2 Ibid pp.47 
3Deed to Property 
4Minutes, R. I. Baptist State Convention 1895 pp.54,ff. 
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The first p a i d pa stor and t eacher was Mr. Asa C. Goldbury, who 
was an octoroon 1 who served for 2 years and married and went to 
Ha iti to live. 

The Society was composed of A.M.E. '5 1 Fr e e Will Baptist, 
Zion A.M.E.'S ~ Calvinist and Missionary Baptist. For the first 25 
years more or less, it afford e d the only school house for every 
child of cb l or in the entire City. They filled the pulpit on 
Sundays a nd t aught school week d ays. 

Among the many peculi a r rule s governing this new org anization 
was that "the Preceptor or Prece ptr ess s ho u~_d t ea ch the School 
according to The Lancasterian Pl an; and mi nisters when they met 
for Divine Worship were to preac h or serve acco rd ing to their age, 
the o :J e s t clerg yman beginning f irst p and thos e permitted to con
duct th e business wer e the ones interested in pew holdings only. 115 

The .African Union Meeting and Schoolhouse s erved its day and 
answered as a starting point for every c hu rch of color of any size 
in the City of Providence. 

It was not too many years afterwards t ha t these denominations 
lost their ecumenic a l spirit 2nd sought independence and decid e d to 
go their several ways~ 

In September 1835, The Second Free Will Church was formed under 
the pastorate of Rev. John W. Lewis, with 10 members, however, they 
still worshipped at the main Church (The Meeting and Schoolhouse) 
until November 1840. They then hired a hall on Middle Street 6 In 
1841, they erected a house on Pond Street for public worship. 

In 1838p Second African A.MoE. was organized and in September 
became a distinct body known as Bethel A.M.E. They started a 
Meeting House on Meeting Street in the same year and incorporated 
in 1839. 

I n l 8 3 8 ., Th e Zion G r o u p a 1 so p u 11 e d out and o r g an i z e.,d . 

The Calvinist Baptists were l ef t in charge of the property in 
1840 : and on De c ember 8 of this year t The Meeting Street Baptist 
Church was org a nized by The Rev. Jeremi a h Ashe r, a Licentiate from 
Hartf c rd r Connecticut. 

The follow i ng is the maiden letter of the Young Church to the 
Warren Baptist Associ a t i on in session with the Third Church of 
Providence, Septemb e r Bl 9 1 1841. 

"This Church composed of colored persons was 
constituted on the 8th of December 1840. They 
maint a in regular worship and the ordin ances of 
the go s pel; are at peace among th emselve s 2 and 
the prospect appears fair, that they may be able, 
with so me a ssistance from others, to sustain th e 
st a ndard s of t he Cross 7 and prove a blessing to 
many ready to perish.a 

5Jbid, Brown 1 p. 48 
6Eayles, Richard M. History of Providence County, Cha pter XVI pp.467 
7Minutes, R. I. Baptist State Convention, p. 54, ff. 
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The Church's ~etitio n was granted by The Association at this 
annual session. The Church body consisted of 9 members, 7 males 
and 2 females. They called The Rev. Jeremiah Asher as their first 
pastor, who was ordained during the organization, and who served 
most faithfully for eight years. 

In 1863 nearly half of· the male members of the Congrogutipn ~,, 
joincid the 14th R~odo Island Hwcvy Artillbry'.oHd went to the~front. 
With s a c n n 1 o s s ·. of m 21 u supp art , ._ th c Church w-2: .s u o c. ~ 1 e · to 'h i.r ~ o 
r G g u l c:, r ' min is t e r . fa r th L • CJ c x t. .'' t h x e e ye r. r s • -. ·• ... 

The Church remained at the Meeting Street location and 
gradually increased her membership and spiritual outreach until 
1869. Unfortunately, the Church had been erected almost in the 
back yard of . George Hale who only had a 10' access to moving in 
and out of his property; and it was in this year that he sought 
relief from this inconvenience. He approached the officers and 
members and offered to exchange sites with the Church to a lot 
which he owned located at Congdon Street and Angell Court f , and . 
give the Church the sum of $1,000.00 for this exchange. This idea 
did not meet with favor with the parishoners. While these negotia
tions were going on, the nearby "white friends" complained that 
they were too noisy in their worship, and had the building con
demned and torn down between Sundays, thus turning them out of 
doors. 

This was a period of great trial for the Church; for nearly 
four years they wandered from hall to hall endeavoring to keep up 
the worship of God, while legal li~igations ensued and plans were 
being made to erect a new Sanctuary. In 1871 the Church was al
lowed by the Court to make this exchange, and by Act of The 
Legislature, the name was changed to Congdon Street Baptist Church. 
This change took place during the pastorate of The Rev. William 
Jackson. A new edifice was begun, and the Vestry of this struc
ture was completed and dedicated on April 21, 1874. The Church 
was completed and dedicated in July of 1875, at a cost of about 
$1s,ooo.oo.a 

In the year 1874 f The New England Baptist Missionary Conven~ 
ti on was or g an :~ z D c1 .i ;-1 th 9 v a st ::-y o f the Ch u r ch • 0 ff ice rs e 1 e ct e d 
at t h i s o r g a n i z o t :·_ e: n n ~. m e 2 t .:. n g w 8 r e a s f o 11 o w s : R e v • W i 11 i am J a c k -
son, Presici8nt o f Rhod e Islan ~; Rev . 5pe ncer Harris, Vice President 
o f New Yo r k ; B r -:1 t h R r \·Ji 11 i ~J n1 Bu r c h , R 8 :: o l' di_ n g Sec re t a r y of Mas s a -
chusetts, whc w: s o rdgined at this Session; Rev. Edmond Kelly, 
Corresponding S8rr e t8r.y cf Massachusetts; Brother William M. Green, 
Treasurer of R~o cie Island; Board of Managers: Reverends William 
Jacksonr Edmond kellyr William FErguson, William Thomas and Ebene
zer Byrd. The meeting was so spirited and harmonious until a 
Revival Meeting ensued which lasted for a week.9 Its influence was 
felt throughout the City and many souls were brought to Christ. 

The Church experienced several years of inner turmoil and con
flict follcwing this transitional period 2 and in 1880 a group went 
out and organized The Eben ozer Baptist Church. The Rev. James W. 
Mitchell was pastor when this Church was organized. It was also in 

8Carterp Ulysses T. (Mrs.), Religion Among R. I. Colored People, 
1819-1936: Paper for Tercentenary 

9smith, C.M., D.D., Preserving Our Gains, 1962 Annual Address, The 
NP.w nnl8nrl Bantist Missionarv Convention 
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this year t ha t th e Rhode Island ~bpt ist State Convention be c ame 
Tru s tees of the Prop e rty a;-i d hel d T:::-ust ees hip until t he ma tter 
w as s e t t le d i r1 Co u rt on Mar c :-1 2 0 ~· 1 9 5 0 9 c t w h i c h t i me t ~ e p r op a rt y 
W6 9 turn od b 2ck into t h8 h onds or.the Church. 

In 1901 another misunder sta nding could not be resolved and 162 
members went out and organiz e d The Olney Street Bapti s t Church, 
1 e av in g 10 5 me m be r s c;:: n d th e n1 t h re e o f t he s e d i e d . Th is new body 
was organized during the pastorate of The Rev. J. H. Presley. 

The present land a nd parsonage a t the rear of the Church was 
purchased in 1897 while Rev. Presley still served. 

In July of 1904, The Rev. Sidn ey W. Smith was called as Pa stor, 
and served fait hfully until he submitted his resignation in 1915. 
It was under his le adership that the Church experienced renewal and 
a spiritual awa kening followed, and the Church showed remarkable 
growth. On December 8, 1910, the Church cel e br a ted its 70th An
niversary. 

In 1914, De acon Edward Peters finished his earthly labors 
after having served the Church as a Deacon for more than 40 years, 
as a Church Clerk for 28 years• and Superintendent of the Church 
School for 38 years. In 1915, Rev. Smith tended his resignation, 
holding the record as having served the longest tenure as pastor. 

The Rev. R. J. Terrell served for a brief time between the 
years 1916 snd 1917. 

In November 1918, the Church extended a call to The Rev. Walt
er J. Moss, who served as pastor until he resigned in 1928 to 
accept a c all to Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

Rev. Moss wa s succeeded by The Rev. B. R. Lawson, who served 
faithfully until 1935 when he submitted his resignation to accept 
a call to Emanuel Bapt i s t Church 9 Cleveland, Ohio. 

The Church wa s with out a p a s t or during the years 1936 and 
1937, and extend ed a c a l l to The Rev, W. H. Edwin Smith in 1938 as 
its pastor. Rev . Smi t ~, l abor ed i n this p a rt of the Ma s ter's Vine
yard as a wise a n~ fa i th f ul stew a rd unt i l 1946, a t which time a 
call was ext e nd sd to hi m by The New Hope Bapt ist Churc h of Hacken
s ack, New Jers ey. 

In October of 1948 1 a c a ll was exte nded to The Rev. M. Jerome 
Brown, who h ad recen t ly compl e t e d his stu d ie s at The Andover 
Theologic a l Semin a ry. Mr. Brown bro ught good le adership to the 
Church 2nd disting u i s hed him s elf by his consecrated leader s hip. He 
submi t t e d h is resign a tion in March of 1959, a nd delivered hi s f 2r e 
we ll sermon on Ea st e r Sund ay to go ta Westfield, New Jersey to The 
Be thel Bapti s t Church, which had ext e nd e d to him a call to become 
their Shepherd. 

In July 1959 1 a c a ll was extended to The Rev. Le a rdrew Leon ard 
Johnson 1 Pas tor of The Bethlehem Bapti s t Church of Holyok e , Ma ss a 
chusetts. Mr. Jo hnson as sumed his duties on the first Sunday in 
Nove mber of the s ame ye a r. He h as br~ ught a strong preaching 
ministry, dedicated Christi an le a d5rs h ip~ and has been concerned 
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with community outreach. Under his leadershipr many needed improve
ments have be e n made on t~e Church and parsonags~ including the in
stallation of a new furn ace? and the repl acing of a large section 
of the rear wall~ which had buckled with age. The Budget has in
creased along with our educational and missionary outreach. During 
his pastor 2te 1 we have witnessed a changing community, due largely 
to the displacing of many of our members by The Providence Rede
velopment Authority. Old age and death have had their effects also. 
In spite of these handicaps, the Church has remained a strong 
spiritual force in the community, and its influence has been felt 
far and wide. 

On August 29 1 1965, Rev. Johnson read his resignation follow
ing the Morning Service to accept a call of The Fidelity Baptist 
Church of Cleveland, Ohio. 

This Church has maintained membership in The Warren Baptist 
Association since 1841, end The New England Baptist Convention 
since 1874. It is a member of The National Council of Churches, 
The Rhode Island Council of Churches, The Rhode Island Baptist 
State Convention, and The American Baptist Convention. 

It has been known f.or its good choirs and choristers, who have 
had an appreciation for sacred music of the Church through the 
years. 

It has been blessed to have women with a spirit of compassion 
and zeal to carry the gospel of love beyond the four walls of the 
Church, thus its Missionary Society has made an impact not only in 
the City~ but around the State, nation and world. 

The Church School has been an inspiration to thousands. of 
young people across the years, and has played a significant part 
in molding Christian character in youth, and has been directly in
fluential in leading many of them to Jesus Christ, the Savior of 
the World. Its success can be tr aced back to the many dedicated 
Superintendents and teachers that it has had over the years. 

In 1930, during the pastor a te of The Rev. B. R. Lawson, a 
group of interested women of th e Church organized what later became 
known as The Women's Clubr an organization pledged to assist the 
Daily Vacation Church School fina ncially, and the Church in any way 
possible. Mrs. Elizabeth Beckett w2s elected the first president. 

About a month after Rov. M. Jerome Brown assumed his pastor a l 
duties, a group of wome n concerned about flowers on the Altar each 
Sunday, at the c a ll of Mrs. Fannie V. Moss, met in her home with 
their newly-elected pastor and organized The Flower Guild. This 
group has brought cheer to the sick, comfort to the sorrowing, and 
beauty to the Sa nctuary ever since their organiz a tion. 

In the year 1927, a group of Christian mend ecided th a t the~ .-' 
should be closer fellowship among the man of the Church and organ
ized The Men's Club, which has been known across the State ever 
since. They have carried words and music and cheer to other 
churches, the sicki and bereaved over the years; in addition to 
assisting the Church when ever they saw a need. Their Annual Te~ 
in March has been a Red Letter Day and eagerly anticipated by the 
membership and community year after year. 
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A small grou~ who loved Gospel Music and who wanted to sing and 

be of assistance to the Church whene,,er they could, met in the fall 

of 1939 an d became known as The GospGl Chorus of The Congdon Street 

Baptist Church. This group has been an asset to the Church .a nd 

every p 2s tor since its org a nization. Mrs. Daisy C. Taylor was its 

founder a nd Directress, a nd Mrs. Lelia Patton was elected its first 

president. 

Over a Quurter of a Centur y ago, another group of women met 

and organized The Lend A Ha nd Club, which has been ~ctive as its 

name implies, a nd has given a hand whGneve r the Church has called 

ore need ar ose. 

In conclusion, there are se ver a l n ames which a re a lmost 

synonymous with the Name, Congdon Street B~ptist Church; they 

are as follows: 

Mr. Edw2rd S. Peters 

Mrs. Lena L. Gross 

Dr. Andrew L. Jackson, Sr. 

Mr. William A. Younger 

Mr. Asa M2rs 

Mrs. Margaret Williams 
Diggs 

Mrs. Leli 2 Patton 

Mr. 0: : B. Jones 

Mrs. Mary Jane Gloscoe 

Over 40 ye a rs a Deacon, 28 years 
Church Clerk, and 38 years Sunday 
School Superintendent 

Assist an t Sunday School Supt. 

Sunday School Superintendent 

Chorister 

Deacon, Choir and Men's (lub 

Over 70 years a member 

Church Clerk 

Chairm 2n of Board of Deocons 

Assistant Sunday School Supt. 

And m2ny other f2ithful men and women whose n 2mes 2re not mentioned 

here, but whos e reco~d is in Heaven an d names in the Book of Life. 

Thus, we 1 the me~bers of The History Committee, in this 146th 

ye2r of Christi on Service~ und the 125th Anniversary ye2r as a 

E2ptist Church, ore proud o f our forefathers who have gone on before~ 

grateful 2nd etern ally indebted to them for their s2crifices, for

titude, a nd this glorious heritage, which they h ave sacredly be

que a thed to us. 

God gr 2nt us cour ag e, wisdom 2n d fortitude to build on securely ~ 

on this firm found2tion which they have left us, which we firmly be- 

lieve h2s it s footing in Our Lord, who is The Rock of Ages. 
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Rev. 

Rev. 

Rev. 

Rev. 

J e remi ah Ash er 
~~~°"'w 

Willi am E. Serrington 

Chc.uncey Leon a rd 

~~ i 11 i cJ m Thom p so n 

Rev. Thoma s Henson 

Rev. S2mpson White 

Rev. C2leb Woody ard 

Rev. Nichol2s Richmond 

Rev. William J8ckson 

Rev. James W. Mitchell 

Rev. J ames A. Dart 

Rev. Henry Scott 

Rev. N2thaniel F. Dr ayton 

Rev. Joseph D. Johnson 

Rev. J~ H, Presley 

Rev. John L. Davis 

Rev. Sidney W. Smith 

Rev. R. J. Terrell 

Rev. Wolter J. Moss 

Rev. B. R. Lawson 

No P2stor 

Rev. W. H. Edwin Smith 

No Pa stor 

Rev. M. C. Holl and (Interim) 

Rev. M. Jerom e Brown 

Rev. Le a rdr ew L. Johnson 
,, \.Q"".z.:,;.;e...-(_..,H.-h.-c1.· ':;::,....,.,\...r\.114 
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1904 - 1915 
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1929 - 1935 

1936 - 1937 

1938 - 1946 

1947 

1948 

1948 - 1959 

1959 - 1 965 
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OSCEOLA CQQK DEAD. 

Sudden Demise of a Well Known Char
acter Early Last Evening. 

HE NEVER REALLY RECOVERED 

FROM THE SHOOTING AFFAIR. 

t--.-
His Trc::IJl=:d _ons 1 S.i~c ~.liai!e Hitn a 

Prozninent F gure on the Streets 

u.n.d He "\Vas Also Well Kno-w-n as 
P1.·oprietor of Dootblacking Es
tablish:ments, a Sporting Man, 
and a PoliticnJ. Po-wer An1ong 
Colored Voters , 

Osceola R. Cook died early 'l'uesday 
evening in the house, 980 Westminster 
street, in which he has lived for the 
last year and a half. He had been in 
bed only one day, and. although ailing 
for the last 10 days or more, had not 
called in a physician until Tuesday 
morning. Dr. Henriques was called then 
and gave him some medicine, but the 
man was even then beyond that. 

He had long complained of the burden 
of his flesh, and httd made efforts to 
reduce it. He weighed 449 pounds late 
last December , when he was last 
weighed, and has lost very little of it 
since then . He must have earned in 
his lifetime fully $50,000, a man familiar 
eq '.).nq '.&'Bpsan.1 PJ'BS S.IJ'BJJ'B siq q+JM. 
had. but little when he died and for the 
last few years has not been prosper
ous. 

Few men i·n this city were more wide
ly known than Osceola Cook. Since he 
began to grow heavy, about 10 years 
ago, his great size has made him prom
inent. Before that he was known 
through his boot blacking establish
ments. He was a political power among 
the colored voters of the city at one 
tlme and a hearty work er for the Re
publican party. 

His strength was tremendous and al
though he grew to great siz;, he 'had 
much muscle. In the room where he 
died is a set of chest weights against 
the wall, and two pairs of Indian clubs. 

d 
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s 
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OSCEOLA COOK. 

With these he exercised at all times 
of the day and night, in the effort to 
keep down his flesh. A prize fighter once 
picked a quarrel with him, ana then 
went to the hospital with his Jaw shat
tered, where Cook had hit him one blow, 
the first in the fight. 1 

He ha .s had many other difficulties, 
notably tp.e one with David F. Ling-ane, 
but it. w,a.s said CYf the man that he 
never picked a quarrel, al though he 
never dodged nne coming his way. He 
had the reputation of being absolutely 
truthful, and was notably honest for 
a sportin~ man. He was generous to 
the deirree .Q! iruustice _to him~plf 

_Alth?ugh Jti:es weigb~. was ·44f"p·0unds 
, his height was only 5 fPet lfl indJ"'S ,r- '. 

~1at wa.!- 7½., hi:- c:1:oe~ wen} only :,::;; 'b·1~t 
.. e1. wore size 21 m collars, and 58 in 
shirts, his waist measurement for 
un..,derclothes being 62. 

Cook always claimed that he had no 
r:~ro blood in his veins, and declared 

• t he was a Mexican, but he was 
bb

1
°rn at New Bedford, the son of a full-
ooded negro father and a mother 

was .eminnle......Tr.d.ia-'l- .""d- th~, ,1....,,l6 • 

T
orh r e no ed Seminole Chief. Osceola. 

at was about 45 years ago. As a boy 
and young man he followed the sea be
fore i.hA mast in the coasting trade 
shipping- from New Bedforc1. ' 

After the war he enlisted in the regu
lar army, and was at one time sta
tioned in the Southwest. While there 
he had a difficulty and slipped quietly 
over the border into Mexico. After de
serting· from the army he joined a cir
cus and a trou.ve of wandering bull 
fighters, Cook, ·yvho was even t-1~-efl ,.., 
magnificent specimen of physical devel
-0pr:nent, was a bandertllo, one of the 
men .who waved the red cloth at the 
bull m the ring. 

He remained in Mexico long enough 
to learn to speak and write Spanish 
fluently, and then drifted to New Or
leans, where he went into a club house 

fter that he came back t.o the North' 
and' reached New York. He came her~ 
ro 1 the metropolis in the early eigh
ies a.pd was a h0stl0r, p0rt~r at the 

old City Hotel, and. then barb€r and 
bootblack. He opened the first boot
blacking place in this city and made 
much money in it. 

over 

J:--fe bought out. the barber shop under 
the Narragansett Hotel, and did busi
ness there for some time. Of a natur
ally ingenious turn of mind he invented 
an improyement on the patent hair 
clippers in general use, and also a 
shampooing machine. Both inventions 
worked well. 

Be sold to the Brown & Sharpe Manu
fac1 urtng Company one-half the patent 
oh· th ;) clippers for $800, the other half 
belonging to the mechanic who worked 
out the idea for him. The curved 
handles now in common use on clip
pers were a part of the patent. The 
machine for shampo.oing was never 
used. although lt worked well. 

Somewhere about 1885 he opened a 
bootblacking shop on the present loca
tion of . the Bristol Hotel, on Market 
square opposite the Board of Trade. 
This was the first shop in the city, and 
it did a tremendous business. Later, 
Cook removed to one of the old Gros
venor buildings, on Post Office court, 
and there he had a business equally 
large. About 1890 he had to leave this 
place, and after that he wrote policy for 
a few years and then went into other 
lines. 

His prosperous times w<=c1 c· when he 
had his bootblacking sta ncls. He was 
then big. but had not begun to ta]:{e 
on flesh in great amoui:;1t. A prize fight
er who had won a fl ght the night be
fore came ip his p'1ace once, looking 
for trouble. He had accosted Cook in 
the saloon next door, whither Cook had 
gone for a pail. Q.i hot water, a.nd had 
called him in:;,,ulting names. 

At the request of the bartender Cook 
let him alon,e then, but the fighter fol
lowed him into the bootblacking es
tablishment and invited him to come., 
on. Cook ' hit the first. and onlY' blow, 
smashing the fighter's jaw in pieces. 

On another occasion, while Cook was 
counting the receipts of the day in his 
place one night, a hand reached over 
his shoulder and seized the largest pile 
of money. Cook seized the hand, pulled 
the man over, and then did things to 
him, finally kicking- OL1t what was left. 
of him. The one who made the attempt 
at robbery was a tramp printer, who 
had seen the money through the win
dow, and then opened the door and 
crawled along the floor. 

Cook was twice married. His first 
·wife , a colored woman, was divorced. 
The second was a French-Canadian, 
whom he met at tho City Hotel when 
he was a porter there. There were no 
children by the first marriage, but one, 
a daughter, resulted from the 5e·cond. 
He had long been separated from his 
wife. 

Cook thought a deal of the girl and 
placed h'er under t,he best of care, keep
ing from her a knowledge of 111w f':l.tl1tir 
tLnd givin15"' l1cr arr the advantn,gp;, in 1 
his power. 

Cook came into special prominence a 
few years age, when he and David F. 
Linga.110 had a street altercation. Lin
gane in 'his publication had detailed at 
length the arrangements of and pro
ceeding,; in a house on Pine street 
which he charged was maintained by 
Cook. Cook alleged that the series of 
articles had been inspired by a <'olored 
woman of ill-repute and he was greatly 
angered at their publication. He waited 
for Lingane on Wcybosset street and 
cowhided him, in return for ·which Lin
gane shot him. Tho wonnd laid him up 
for a while and in reality he never re
covered from the effectR 0 the brawl. 
F'n,. his pa.rt in the aff('.i • vas event-
naJly found guilty o'c r; .:;sa ult anc1 

ing·ane was indict n•1rnbet 
f ~ittings of the g, 'd wns 
ater convicted by ~ault 
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YOU AND YOUR FRIENDS 

ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO THE OFFICIAL OPENING OF THE 

BLACK MUSEUM 
ON SUNDAY, AUGUST 23, 1970 

at 3:~ P.M. 

SENATOR ERICH A. 0'0 ,. TAYLOR - Guest 

Men's · Day Ptogram at 4: 00 P.M. 

BISHOP JOHN D. BRIGHT - Guest 

MT. ZION A. M. E. CHURCH COMMITTEE 

8 BELLEVUE AVENUE NEWPORT , RHODE ISLAND 

Rev . Vernal Alforq , Jr ., 
Pastor 

Mr. Oliver C . Burton , 
Chairman 

Mr . John H. Thompson , 
Co-Chairman 

Mrs. Mary J . Spaulding , 
Secretary 



JOSEPHINE SlLONE -YATES , AM. 
, Professor of En g li sh anEl ~istory in Li1;1coln In

stitute-Honorary Presi de nt of Nat10nal 
Asso ci ation of Col ored Women 

? 17'73 

OUR 

/ )v [; // ct I C, E, C" /; f /2,,:: /-1.-e c.; · 
0 

woME~ I c6iTRIBtJToRs 
MRS. JOSEPHINE SILONE-YATES, A. M., 

president of the National Association of Colored Women, professor of English and 
History in Lincoln Institute, leading school for Negroes west of the Mississippi 
nver. 

The following article relative to Mrs. Yates, appeared in the Indianapolis World, 
one of the leading dailies of that city, while the National Council of Women, with 
whi-ch the Association is affiliated, was in session. 
· · '' Mrs. Josephine Silone-Yates, president of the National Association of Colored 
Women, is one of the leading women of her race. She was reared in New Eng
land and received her eafly education in the schools of New York and of New Port, 
.Rhode Island. She was graduated with honors from the New Port High School 
-valedictorian of her class-.She was the only colored pupil in it, and the first 
individual of color to receive a certificate entitling her to teach in the public 
schools of New Port. 

Two years later, she was graduated with honor from the Rhode Island State 
Normal School, and quite recently received the degree, Master of Arts, from the 
National University of Illinois. 

For eight years Mrs. Yates held the chair of Natural Science, in Lincoln Insti
tute, Jefferson City, Mo., and in I 902, was re-called to that Institution to accept 
the chair of English and History. 

Mrs. Yates has contributed articles to many of the leading magazines and news
papers, from The Boston Herald and ·The Transcript to The Los Angeles Herald 
on the Pacific. 

She was unanimously elec;:ted president of the National Association of Colored 
Women at its second -biennial session, held in Buffalo in 1901. Mrs. Yates' admin 
istration has been marked by the great amount of valuable work accomplished in 
organizations, federation of states, also by the manner in which the work has been 
syste~atized, divided into departments and placed in the hands of capable super-
intendents, etc.'' · 
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, REV. H. N. JETER DIES AT AGE~ OF 86 
In 1878 he was mar

ried to Miss Tho ,masinia 
Hamilton of Brooklyn, 
N. Y., whose father, 
Thomas HamiH 1on, was 
,the ·editor of "The An
glo-African," the ear ,. 
liest Negro paper of thfo 
country. They were to
gether for nearly 53 
years, death c 1 a i m i n g 
Mrs. Jeter - in 1931. 
Twelve ,children were 
1born to this union, six of 
whom now survive: Mrs. 
Nelly ,e Windfiort and 
Mrs. Mary Sutler of 
Newport; Mrs. Ocfavia • 
Crisp ,in, Miss Olyve L. 

.Jeter, H. Leonard Jet-er 
and Hiram L. Jeter, all 
musicians of . New York 
City. There also survive 
twen'ty-three grandchil
dren and ,eleven great 
grandchildren. Dr. and 
Mrs. J ·eter ,gave ,to all 
their children an exten
sive :m~sical ·education, 

i and in earlier years the 
I family was well known 
: in New England and 

I. other sections as the 
Jeter Family of Music-

' . i ians. 
Dr. J e'ter was among 

the pioneers of several ~ 

'The funeral of Dr. Jeter was held 
from Shiloh Baptist -Church, Newport, 

N on Monday afterno on, August 8, and 
was largely attended. The Rev. Dr. 
Livings -tone, pastor, conducted 'the 

J very spl endid services. His eulo•gy of 
ll t he lif e o.f Dr. Jeter was solemn, and 

pr ofoundly true , and in every way 
befitt ing. Assisting the local pastor 
were other ,clergymen from Newport, 

d and 6ther p-laces in Rhode Island -
e Rev. Wm. S. Holland, president of the 
1t Watchman Sch ool and Camp, North 
,e Scituate; R-ev. W. H. Edwin Smith, 
1- pastor Congdon St. Baptist Church, 
l- Providence; Rev. Benj. W. Williams, 

pa stor Olney St. Baptist Church, 
e Providence; Rev. Peacock of the AME 
, Church, Jamestown; Rev. J. Quinton 
~ Jackson, of Mt. Olivet · Hapttist 
t Chur ,ch, Newport; !Rev. ·Cain Cole, ,of 
i Mt. Zion AME Church, Newport; and 

Rev. Richardson, -of the Union Con-
!~ ·gregational · Church, Newport. The 
r Ganoneihet Lodge 1of Odd F,e,Uows IC•On
. ducted its ritualis 1tic servic·e Sunday 
, evening at the J e.ter residence. 

The floral tributes were many and 
beautiful. The bearers were Deacons 

civic reforms in N ewpo ,rt and other home, school, hospitals. prisons and ' 

parts of Rhode Island. He was a o·ther civic cen te r s, and he devO't:ed ! 

1:1iniste_r in the generation who be- much t im e to visit ati on of this type ,, 

heved m the Ohur~h wielding ~ts in- of pla ce mini ste r in g to the unfortun- [' 

fluence . every <lay m the week m the ate , giving of hi s fund s and influenc ·e ri 
I for th eir be'cterment . 

· Robert Jackson and Silas Washington 
of Shiloh Baptist Church; James Bai
ley and Thomas Matthews of ·Canon
chet Lodge, ·Odd Fellows; and Percy 
Wheeler and William Mitchell of the 
Star of the East. 

T·elegrams ·and letters were re
ceived from the N. E. Baptist Mis
sionary .Convention, Rev. Dr. J. C. 
Jackson, president; 19th St. Bapt. 

,_ Ch·., Washington, D. c·.; .. Rev. Walter 
- H. Brooks, pastor; Olney St. Church, 
- Providence; Jenkins Orphanage, 
r Charles t on, S. C., Rev. _ Paul G. Dan
' iels, Watchman Industrial School and 

Camp; House of Prayer, N·ew York 
City, R. Chase, president. Letters 
were re 1ad from Dr. Henry Barton Ja
cobs of Baltimore and Newport, and 

! from Shiloh and Mt. Olive't Baptist 
Churches of Newport. 

Dr. Jeter wa s laid to rest beside 
Mrs. Jeter in the family plot at New
port. 
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BAR ASSOCIATION 
FILES SUIT AGAINST 
MEDICAL CLEARING 
BUREAU 

The Rhode Island Bar Association 
through its Committee on Illegal Practice 
of the Law filed suit in Superior Court 
against the National Service Association, 
Inc., doing business as Medical Clearing 
Bureau of Providence. 

Frances E. Little, Jr., Chairman of the 
Bar Association Committee, said that the 
Medical Clearing Bureau has been acting 
as a collection agency and that such activ
ities are an illegal practice of the law. Mr. 
Little said that his committee has had nu
merous complaints from people who have 
reported that they have been harassed by 
the Medical Clearing Bureau. 

The Medical Clearing Bureau has filed 
an answer and in it they ref er to a consent 
decree entered into in the case of Credit
or's Service Corporation et al vs. M. Jo
seph Cummings et al., and they maintain 
that they have complied with said decree. 

At this writing the matter has not been 
assigned for trial. The Committee will ap
preciate any information which members 
may have on specific instances of difficul
ty with the Medical Clearing Bureau. 

SUBSCRIPTION $3.00 Annually 
Published Monthly October through June 

NEW MINIMUM FEE 
SCHEDULE APPROVED. 

The Executive Committee of the Rhode 
Island Bar Association approved at a spe
cial meeting a revised minimum fee 
schedule submitted by the Special Com
mittee on Economics of the Profession. 

"The new schedule will be printed in 
loose leaf form and will be issued to 
members of the Association in a leather 
bound desk manual for handy reference, " 
President Lee A. Worrell said. 

The approved schedule contains the 
ABA statement "The habitual charging of 
fees less than those established by a min
imum fee schedule, or the charging of 
such fees without proper justification, may 
be evidence of unethical conduct." It is 
expected that the statement will be men
tioned at the next Annual Meeting as an 
addition to the Canons of Ethics. 

Daniel J. Murray, Chairman of the Ex
ecutive Committee commented, "This 
new revised schedule is the result of four 
months' research by t~e Committee on 
Economics of the Profession. It reflects 
rising costs of living and overhead since 
1961. The old schedule was way out of 
date." 

It is hoped that the new schedules will 
be in the hands of members sometime this 
summer. 

7TH ANNUAL SUMMER INSTITUTE 
The seventh annual summer institute at URI jointly sponsored by the R .I. Bar As

sociation and the URI Extension Division attracted 120 lawyers. The registrants were 
high in their praise of the lectures and the books. Below at a luncheon break are Is
rael Press, Zal Newman, Tom Marracio, Jr., and Francis O'Brien. 
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WILLIAM J. McGAIR EDWARD P. SMITH 

Editor-in-Chief 
1212 Industrial Bank Bldg. 

Providence, R.I. 
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WHEELS OF JUSTICE 
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Lester H. Salter 
Albert B. West 

Traditionally, we have been told that the Wheels of Justice grind slowly. 
Our experience in recent years demonstrates that in the Superior Court, the 
pace has been so slow as to be virtually imperceptible. 

Members of the Superior Court and of the Bar have advocated an increase 
by four in the number of judges in the Superior Court as a necessary step in 
the resolution of this problem. The Governor felt that an addition of two 
members would be sufficient and recommended this in the form of proposed 
legislation. In relying upon his sole prerogative to nominate justices, he re
fused to disclose in advance of the passage of this legislation the identity of 
his nominees. 

The General Assembly, in accordance with its unfortunate custom of de
ferring action on important bills to the eleventh hour, would not be in a posi
tion to confirm or reject any proposed nominees until it reconvened next 
January. By that time, these men would have served as justices some six or 
seven months and a reJect10n at that time would obv10usly prove extremely 
distasteful. It therefore insisted upon learning the names of the nominees pri
or to the passing of the legislation, relying upqn its sole prerogative to pass 
the enabling legislation. 

It was plain that the considerations which caused this result were based on 
patronage, personalities and partisanship, with the public interest being shown 
little regard. Voices of moderation, both within and without the political are
na, urging a compromise in the inflexible stand taken by the leaders of the 
executive and legislative branches went unheeded and so the manpower which 
the Superior Court so desperately required will be denied for at least another 
year. Perhaps it is time for a constitutional amendment prohibiting appoint
ment of General Assembly members to judicial posts for at least one year af
ter the conclusion of a term to which they have been elected. In this manner 
at least the impact of the personalities involved in such matters will be at
tenuated. 

We can only observe that no form of government, even one so brilliantly 
designed as ours, can effectively serve its people when its officeholders' ac
tions are characterized by intransigence and petty reliance on "'sole pre
rogatives" in detriment to the interest of society. 

BREAD AND BUTTER 
It is interesting and encouraging to note that amid the glamorous functions 

of bar associations in working out new ideas in court organization and admin
istration, calendars, legal representation for the poor, combatting misleading 
books and articles on estate planning and such, that s~me very practical 
"bread and butter" projects have been underway and are now available for 
members, and while not glamorous, are no less important to the busy lawyer. 

Our legal education institutes have been realistic and down to earth. A new 
service of providing copies of Supreme Court decisions upon request has 
proven popular. The rescript books on Superior Court rules are a valuable 
tool. A revised minimum fee schedule is most welcome. Some additional in
surance plans have been provided. Pamphlets for clients are available and so 
are attractice offic;;e racks to put them in. 

Our headquarters facilities are being used more and more for arbitration 
sessions, committee meetings as "'neutral grounds" for all sorts of confer
ences. Association work is based on service. Our membership figures have 
now gone over the 900 mark. The connection is obvious. 

June, 1967 

R.I. Bar Association 
Officers 1966-67 

President 
LEE A. WORRELL 

President Elect 
JAMES 0. WATTS 

Vice President 
JOSEPH V. CAVANAGH 

Secretary 
JULIUS C. MICHAELSON 

Treasurer 
FRANCIS X. LA FRANCE 

Executive Committee 

DANIEL J. MURRAY, Chairman 
DE WITTE T. KERSH, JR. 
PAUL F. MURRAY 
ANTHONY VACCA 
IRVING I. ZIMMERMAN 
WILLIAM R. GOLDBERG 

Ex Officio 

One of the objects of the Rhode Island 
Bar Journal is to encourage the free 
expression of ideas by members of the 
Association. The Rhode Island Bar 
Journal assumes no responsibility for the 
opinions or facts in signed articles, ex
cept to the extent, that by publication, 
the subject merits attention. 

R.I. Harvard Club 
The Eleventh Annual Meeting of the 

Harvard Law School Association of 
Rhode Island was held on May 9, 1967, 
at the University Club, Benefit Street, 
Providence, Rhode Island, at 6:00 p.m. 

Due to the illness of the President, Say
les Gorham, the First Vice President, 
Walter Adler, presided, and Joachim A . 
Weissfeld served as Secretary. 

There were fifty-six members of the As
soc1at1on present, and the following 
guests: Professor David Herwitz of the 
Harvard Law School, Assistant Dean Wil
liam Bruce of the Harvard Law School, 
Dean Robert 0. Schulze of Brown Uni
versity and Father John J . Mahoney of 
Providence College. 

Mr. Adler recognized the presence of 
Mr. Elmer Chace who was born in 1878 
and admitted to the bar in 1904. He also 
noted that another member, Harold E. 
Staples , was celebrating his 50th reunion 
at Harvard Law School. 

In the absence of Charles Cottam, 
Chairman of the Nominating Committee, 
the Secretary read the report of the Com
mittee. The report was submitted by Mr .. 
Cottam on his own behalf and for the oth
er two members of the Committee, H. 

(Continued on Page 14) 
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WILLIAM A. HEATHMAN, ESQ. - ADMITTED MAY, 1898 
BY 

Edward P. Smith 
Executive Secretary 

It was a sunny but cold day in winter 
when I first drove up to the neat white 
cottage at 111 Babcock Street in Provi
dence to visit William A. Heathman, the 
oldest member of our Association. Mr. 
William Heathman was admitted to the 
bar of the State of Rhode Island on May 
20, 1898. He was admitted to the U.S. 
Circuit Court on June 29, 1901. 

Snow was deep along the sides of the 
walk from the street to the porch ~f the 
house which was set well back on the lot. 
Since the first visit, others have followed 
in the preparation of this article, but on 
the first one, Mr. Heathman met me just 
inside the door and ushered me into a 
room which one could best describe as a 
com bi nation office and den. Bill Heath
man's voice was strong and his comments 
quick and humorous as our conversation 
got under way. My host apologized for 
the number of papers spread about his 
desk and office. Actually the office was in 
better array than my own at the Bar As
sociation headquarters, but Mr. Heath
man said that he had had a second bout 
with pneumonia and he was trying to put 
to rights an accumulation of mail and oth
er papers which had piled up during his 
stay in the hospital. 

After his first bout with Pneumonia in 
1964, the doctors gave him three months 
to live, he told me, "But I didn't hear 
about that until a year later." See what I 
men about a sense of humor? 

Will be 95 on September 14. 

This September 14, Mr. Heathman will 
be 95 years old. That age is only calendar 
years, however, for he is still a young man 
in thought and spirit, as this article will 
show as we progress. I asked him if he 
were retired and he said, "I prefer to say 
semi-retired, for I still do a little tax work 
and some counselling for old friends from 
this office." 

My visits to Mr. Heathman came about 
due to our plans to publish a photographic 
directory of our members. I received a 
telephone call from Mr. Heathman asking 
me what he could do about having a 
photo in the directory since he could not 
get in to bar headquarters for a sitting 
with our photographer, due to his recent 
illness. As we are most anxious to have 
his photo in the book I said that if he had 
a photo that we could use we would be 
very happy to have it. It ended up with 
his offering some photos and my paying a 
visit to see if they would be satisfactory 
for the book. Early in my visit I knew 
that I would ask Mr. Heathman for his 
permission to write an article about him 

William A. Heathman, shown in this Providence Journal Photo taken in 1964 is an en
tertaining conversationalist. This article was written from talks held in Bill's home. 

for our Bar Journal. I would hope that we 
can work out some way for Mr. Heath
man to give us some more of his reminis
cences in future issues. 

Mr. Heathman told me that he attend
ed Brown University and Boston Univer
sity Law School, which was located at 11 
Ashburton Place. This address was a pri
vate home that had been converted to 
house the law school. Practicing lawyers 
in the Boston area came to the school to 
give lectures and then returned to their 
own offices. 

One of Mr. Heathman's classmates was 
Melvin M. Johnson, who later became 
Dean of the Boston University Law 
School. Many years later he had to do 
with an event involving a Masonic meet
ing in 1948 in which Mr. Heathman 
played an important role. But more on 
that later. 

While attending Boston University Law 
School, Mr. Heathman was under 21 
years of age and as he was working his 
way through law school he had to make 
arrangements with a sponsor to take por
tions of his pay and in turn this sponsor 
would remit the money to the law school. 

We hit a sad note when I asked about 
children. Mr. Heathman has one son who 
enlisted at a young age in the U .S. Navy 
during World War I. The son was too 
young to be able to join without his fa
ther's consent, but the call was strong and 
the father did sign. Unfortunately during 
his service, the son was permanently dis-

abled and is now in a Veteran's Hospital. 

State Returning Board 

Mr. Heathman told me that he had 
been one of three clerks of the State Re
turning Board from 1903 to 1919. I had to 
confess that I didn't know what the State 
Returning Board was. Mr. Heathman 
then told me that the Returning Board 
was that group which counted election re
turns. This is what the State Board of 
Elections does now. He served again with 
this board by special request in 1922 when 
Davis G. Arnold was secretary of it and 
the board wanted someone with ex
perience. 

With a twinkle in his eye, Mr. Heath
man said that he has of ten wondered 
whether he might have had a more finan
cially successful career if he had pursued 
a career in music rather than in law. He 
was in demand in his younger days as a 
mandolin and banjo player and singer. He 
entertained and performed before such 
people as Sir Thomas Lipton, J.J. Van
Allen and the Vanderbilts. He sang sec
ond bass in the Boston University Glee 
Club. He nodded toward the radio and 
TV set at the other side of the room and 
said "Popular music now is just a lot of 
noise. It is not real music at all." Mr. 
Heathman also made a comment on crim
inal practice, saying "I never thought 
much of criminal practice because the 

(Continued on Page 14) 
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E. CLIFTON DANIELS ON "PRIVATE RIGHTS vs THE PUBLIC INTEREST" 

The address printed here was given by Mr. Daniels who is managing editor of the New 
York Times, at the New England Trial Judges Conference, May 19, 1967, others in 
the photo are U.S. Supreme Court Justice 
Tom C. Clark, J. Montgomery Curtis, ex
ecutive director UPI and Mrs. Justice 
Florence Murray. 

(Journal Bulletin Photo) 

Here, in the presence of so much foren
sic talent, so many keen legal minds, I'd 
better come clean. I have a confession to 
make - a confession, I am sorry to say, 
that involves Monty Curtis. 

Mr. Curtis pretends that he has come 
here because Justice Murray is an old and 
dear friend: she was the matron of honor 
when he and Mrs. Curtis were married. 

He pretends that he has come because 
of the pleasure and honor of introducing 
me to you. 

He pretends that he simply can't wait 
to hear what I am going to say. 

As a matter of fact, he knows damn 
well what I am going to say. He helped 
me write it. 

He and I are in cahoots. 

When Monty heard I was going to 
speak to you, he promptly sent me three 
pages of notes. 

We are also in cahoots in another , 
more serious sense. We are members of a 
conspiracy to give people better news
papers. In fact, Monty is one of the ring
leaders of that conspiracy. I try to put out 
one good newspaper. He wants to improve 
all newspapers, and he has spent a good 
part of his life in that endeavor - a suc
cessful endeavor, I might add. 

I daresay most of you had never heard 
of him until today, but his name is known 
to every good newspaperman. 

There is no one in the country who has 
had more influence on the quality of 
American Journalism - and therefore on 
the kind and quality of information made 
available to the citizenry of our democra
cy- than Monty Curtis. 

As a result of his efforts and the efforts 
of people like him - I could name a dozen 
or more from Harvard in the East to 
Stanford in the West - American news
papers have changed and are chang
ing- clearly for the better. 

Oddly enough, the people who read 
newspapers - the ones who should have 
been the first to notice - don 't seem to 
have noticed this at all. They are roman
ticists, I suppose. They fondly imagine 
that our newspapers are still like the 
newspapers in the movies on the Late 
Late Show - movies made in the 30's and 
40's. 

Let me give you an example: Not long 
ago, I attended a meeting with a group of 
business executives at the American Man
agement Association. The businessmen 
complained that the press was not inter
ested in constructive news; it was inter
ested only in sex and sensation, crime and 
corruption. 

One of the cited the way we were play
ing up the Miami murder trial of Mrs. 
Candace Mossier and her nephew, which 
was then going on. 

His allegation was a familiar one, but 
it didn't happen to be supported by the 
facts. 

In February of 1966, the AP Log, a 
weekly bulletin published by the Associ
ated Press, carried the following report: 

"The Mossier murder trial story in 
Miami appeared to have elements that 
pegged it for the kind of sensational news 
treatment that editors of an earlier day 
gave the Hall-Mills case in New Jersey 
and the Daddy Browning didoes in New 
York. There were sex and charges of pro
fane love, position in certain strata of 
society, wealth and mystery. But most 
U.S . newspapers just aren't playing the 
case that way ." 

That statement was based on a study of 
30 morning papers and 30 afternoon pa
pers on a single day chosen at random. 
Those who made the survey looked at 
24,000 pages in the 60 newspapers. They 
found that of the 30 morning newspapers, 
eight printed absolutely nothing about the 
Mossier case . Only four put the story on 
Page I. Most of the rest used short stories 
well back in the paper. 

Of the 30 afternoon newspapers , 13 
printed nothing. Only three put the story 
on Page I. 

Summing up, the AP Log said, "The 
trial story is one of the most sensational 
for some time. But with war and death on 
a grand scale, it appears the public 
doesn't care for crime news." 

Newspapers have changed , and so have 
the interests, tastes and educational level 
of the readers. 

What does all this have to do with the 
subject of today's discussion? 

It may be that you lawyers and judges, 
in your zeal to curb the press, to prevent 
excessive and harmful pre-trial public
ity- it may be that you are trying to re
form a drunk who has already taken the 
pledge. 

A couple of weeks ago I was downtown 
in New York at the New York County 
Lawyers Association. A distinguished trial 
lawyer was pounding the lectern and tell
ing us how property rights were being ex
alted above human rights - just to line the 
pockets of the newspaper owners. 

He hadn't noticed, but crime doesn't 
sell papers like it used to. Newspapers 
don't put out extras any more. Our cus
tomers have already heard the news on 
television and radio. 

Newspapers are no longer sold by sen
sational headlines. They are tossed on to 
the front stoop ( or into the bushes) by 
newsboys. 

( Continued on Page 9) 
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LEGISLATION OF INTEREST TO LA WYERS 
PASSED AT THE 1967 SESSION 

BILL NO. 

S 25 

SHORT TITLE 
APPROVAL OR 

*EFFECTIVE DA TE 

District C ourt Clerk s - requir ed to be 
lawyer s 

S 203 District Court Jud g es - required to be 
lawyers 

H 1354 ** Small estates law - cover i5 any type of 
personal property . 

H 1645 ** Proce ss - service on non-resident mo
torists and foreign corporation s 

S 366 Criminal appeals - discretion given 
court on requirement of suret y on rec
ognizance 

S 674A ** Superior Court - power to hear cer
tain matters during summer 

S 449 **Throwing article s ·at moving vehicle s 
made misdemeanor 

H 1295A ** District Court writ s and summonses 
service by constable s allowed up to 
$1 ,000 

H 1212 

H 1798 

S 769 

Warrants for arrest - police officer 
holding rank of commander allowed to 
swear out arrest warrant without post
ing surety for cost s 

Loan laws - correction of defect s in 
connection with 1966 amendment 

Arbitration of disputes arising ou of 
contracts with state, cities or towns for 
construction of public buildings 

H 1955A Fire Code Amended 

H 12268 Zoning ordinances - hearing required 
and notice given to landowners within 
200 feet of perimeter of proposed zon
ing amendment. 

S 318 Interstate compact on mentally disturb
ed offender adopted 

S 503A **Manufacturers' machinery, equip
ment and investory tax act amended 
and effective date changed to 6 / 30 / 68 

H 1632 Motor Carrier laws amended 

H 1883 ** Acknowledgments before foreign 
notary public may be validated by com
missioned officers of armed forces 

S 476A Non-resident motorists may post a $25 
bond for minor traffic violations, which 
is forfeited if they don't appear in court 

H I 882 ** Armed forces officers allowed to per
form notarial acts outside limits of 
United States 

** Available in chapter form in office of 
Secretary of State 

3/ 8/ 67 

3/ 8/ 67 

4 / 25 / 67 

5/ 2 / 67 

5/ 5/ 67 

5/ 5/ 67 

*5 / 19/ 67 

5/ 18/ 67 

5/ 24 / 67 

5/ 24 / 67 

5/ 25 / 67 

5/ 25 / 67 

5/26 / 67 

5/ 29 / 67 

5/ 29 / 67 

5/29/67 

5 / 31 / 67 

5/ 31 / 67 

Volume 97 of R.I. 
Reports Is Ready 
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Charles H. Drummey, R.I. Supreme 
Court member informs us that volume 97 
of the R.I. Reports can be obtained at the 
secretary of state's office at 6.00 per copy. 
Volume 98 is nearly completed and vol
ume 99 is underway. 

R.I. SUPERIOR 
COURT RESCRIPTS 

Such as have to do ..,.!,· ....,. J vrit-
ten from J•·- c. .. , D 001 . ~ in 
b_ook S Cf,~\/ - ~ __ Jf-
face. Q I 

Correction in Probate schedule: 

Cranston Probate Court summer sched
ule 2nd and last Thursday, June through 
September. 

Space for Rent in Law Office - Possibility 
of sharing secretarial service - experienced 
lawyer preferred 

421-8479 

OFFICE SPACE 
FOR RENT 

BEAUTIFUL-WELL 
EQUIPPED LIBRARY 

REPLY BOX J. 1 
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liberal rate of 4¾ % yearly. Funds 
earn from date of purchase - no 
waiting. Available in multiples of 
$100 and redeemable at full value 
any time - no advance notice 
required. Get full details now! 
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HARV ARD CLUB 
(Continued from Page 2) 
Eliot Rice and Richard F. Staples. Upon 
motion duly made and seconded it was 
unanimously voted that the Secretary cast 
one ballot for the slate proposed by the 
Nominating Committee and consequently 
the following officers were elected: 

President Walter Adler 
1st Vice Pres. Stuart H. Tucker 
2nd Vice Pres. Knight Edwards 
Treasurer William R. Goldberg 
Secretary Joachim A. Weissfeld 
The following were elected to the Board 

of Governors for terms expiring in 1970: 
The Honorable Thomas J. Paolino and 
Sayles Gorham. 

At the present time the Board of Gov
ernors of the Harvard Law School Associ
ation of Rhode Island consists of the fol
lowing: 
Charles Cottam Term expires 1968 
James H. Higgins, Jr. Term expires 1968 
Honorable Alfred H. JoslinTerm expires 

1969 
William E. McCabe Term expires 1969 
Honorable Thomas J. PaolinoTerm ex

pires 1970 
Sayles Gorham Term expires 1970 

Thereupon, the speaker for the evening 
was introduced. Professor Herwitz dis
cussed the quality of the present student 
body and their interests. He briefly com
mented on the activities and interests of 
some members of the faculty. He spoke 
at some length on the efforts made by the 
faculty and third-year students to improve 
the writing skills of students. He men
tioned several programs and drafting com
petitions all designed to develop the stu
dent's ability to express his thoughts and 
ideas in writing. 

Upon the completion of Professor Her
witz's talk, the meeting was adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted 
Joachim A. Weissfeld 

.first Federal Savines 
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WM. HEATHMAN 
( Continued from Page 3) 

person accused of a crime will promise 
anything to the lawyer, but will give noth
ing when the danger is past." 

In 1913 when Aram J. Pothier of 
Woonsocket was Governor, Mr. Heath
man represented Rhode Island in the cen
tennial celebration of Admiral Oliver 
Hazard Perry's victory on Lake Erie. The 
celebration was held in Put-in-Bay, Ohio 
and Mr. Heathman was Marshal of the 
Second Division of the parade held at the 
time. On Mr. Heathman's staff for this 
division was William Howard Taft who 
had completed his presidential term, but 
who in later years was appointed to the 
United States Supreme Court, still later 
became Chief Justice, the only man to 
have held the top posts in both the Execu
tive and Judicial branches of the Federal 
Government. Mrs. Taft also took part in 
the parade. 

During Governor James H. Higgins' 
term, this goes back to 1907-1909, Mr. 
Heathman was asked to form a State Mi
litia Company. One such company was in 
existence and a second was sought. With 
the assistance of a Captain Pat Stone, 
who was a retired English army officer, 
Mr. Heathman tried for some two years 
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to recruit a militia company using the 
Second Regiment Armory as headquar
ters. However, there was just not enough 
interest and the project was dropped. 

Mr. Heathman says that perhaps his 
most interesting legal case involved the 
Olney Street Baptist Church. 

The Olney Street Baptist Church was 
incorporated in Rhode Island and a con
troversy grew up among the congregation. 
Two factions developed as to who had the 
right of possession of the facilities, that is 
the church itself. There was a question as 
to who were the trustees and thus who 
had the right to possession. Mr. Heath
man represented Nelson Morgan and 
Mark Morris who claimed to be the legal 
trustees and Richard Hart and Herbert 
Russell claimed they were the legal 
trustees and were represented by Julius L. 
Mitchell. A brief history of the facts 
seems to be that Morgan and Morris were 

(Continued on Page 15) 

LAST CALL 
MANUSCRIPTS FOR BAR AN

NUAL ARE NOW DUE. PLEASE 
CONT ACT LESTER SALTER, EDI
TOR. 

~-------------
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

' -

In 1902 the Title Guarantee Co. of Rhode 
Island was started by six lawyers. Ever 

since lawyers have come to 66 South Main St. 
(next' to the Court House) for consultation, 
title examination and title policies. 
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WILLIAM HEATHMAN 
(Continued from Page 14) 

managing the affairs of the church and 
the property until they found that on the 
25th of October, 1907, new locks had 
been put on the door by Hart and Russell 
and Mr. Heathman's clients had been 
locked out. Now the case came before the 
Superior Court in December 1908 before 
Mr. Justice Mumford and a special jury. 
On the face of the transcript of the trial 
which Mr. Heathman let me review, the 
following wording appears, "Transcript of 
Testimony in action of Forcible Entry and 
Detainer, . . " 

Questions before the court were; Who 
had the right to possession? If Russell and 
Hart were trustees, then they would have 
the right to change the locks and could 
not be charged with _ forcible entry into 
their own church. Mr. Heathman's clients 
on the other hand, contended that not 
only was the property forcibly entered but 
it was being held forcibly by the tres
passers. Mr. Heathman's side prevailed 
and the other side appealed. At this point 
the sheriffs were instructed to clear the 
church and Judge Tanner said if the sher
iffs could not muster enough man power, 
then the militia should be turned out. So 
the church was turned back to Morgan 
and Morris, pending the appeal, but with
out the need for the militia. 

• 
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The Nelson Morgan Case 

The Nelson Morgan referred to in this 
case became the central figure in another 
bizarre case which is closely related to the 
one we are discussing. Nelson Morgan 
was a Deacon of the Church. He was a 
big man physically and was a foreman of 
stevedores on the Providence docks 
among rough and ready workers. He was 
a gentle man and a peaceful man inter
ested in the church and its work. However 
he could make decisions and he could 
make them stick. A foreman is not always 
a popular man and decisions among men 
on the docks can be disputed with vio
lence and vigor. In one instance two dis
gruntled longshoremen waylaid him on his 
way home. The two men came at Nelson 
Morgan with cotton bale hooks and all he 
had to defend himself was a metal dinner 
bucket. The dinner bucket was a terrify
ing weapon in his hands however for he 
not only def ended himself against the at
tack, but laid the attackers low. They 
sued him for assault but Judge Sweetland 
dismissed the case and before the at
tackers left the court, they in turn were 
arrested, tried and convicted for their at
tack on Morgan. Morgan was Mr. Heath
man's uncle, his mother's brother. 

During the period pending the appeal, 
Nelson Morgan was living in the church. 
There were neither guards at the church 
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nor sheriffs. Mr. Russell, one of the de
fendants in the case which was being ap
pealed came to the church, rang the door 
bell and when Nelson Morgan opened the 
door, Russell shot him in the head, just 
over the eye. Somehow, with the bullet in 
his head, Morgan walked to a doctor's of
fice. The doctor immediately arranged for 
him to go to the Rhode Island Hospital. 
Now a strange train of events took place. 
The bullet had lodged in such a way that 
Morgan was conscious and able to stand, 
walk and talk. However, the bullet could 
not be left where it was because it could 
damage the brain or a slight change in po
sition could be fatal. The doctors decided 
that the bullet would have to be removed 
and they attempted to do so. In so doing, 
they hit one of the vital parts that they 
feared a shifting bullet might hit and Nel
son Morgan died. 

Russell was apprehended for the shoot
ing and was charged by the Attorney 
General 's office with murder. At the trial, 
the final twist to the case was that the de
fense showed that Russell's bullet had not 
killed Morgan, the doctor's operation did. 
The jury found Russell not guilty of mur
der and Russell went free. 

At the time of the appeal of the church 
case, it was only the second case on 
record on the issue of forcible entry and 

(Continued on Page 16) 

• 
Hospital Trust has been administering estates and trusts 
for almost a century now. 

We've seen what works well, and not so well ... sought 
the solution to innumerable problems ... dealt with 

just about every combination of family and financial 

circumstances you can imc:1gine. 

"IT'S BEEN 
Drawing on all this experience, often we can be of practi
cal assistance to attorneys during the preparation of 
Wills and Trust Agreements. 

Perhaps you're already acquainted with one or more of 
our trust officers. If not, you have a standing invitation 
to begin that acquaintanceship now .. 

• 

The very next time we can help you help your clients, 
phone JAckson 1-6700. Ask for the Trust Department. OUR 

EXPERIENCE'' RHODE ISLAND 
HOSPITAL TRUST 

COMPANY 

• 



Page 16 RHODE ISLAND BAR JOURNAL 

l..~ -

On Dunes Club patio are clockwise around table from left: Joe Nicholson, Dick Green, 
Oliver Crandall, Fred Colagiovanni, Henry Laliberte, John McQueeny, Jim Taft and 
David Lovell. 

WILLIAM HEATHMAN 

(Continued from Page 15) 

detainer of a place of worship in Rhode 
Island. The other had been a synagogue 
case in Newport which had been settled 
out of court. The decision of the appeal of 
the case in which Mr. Heathman partici
pated, Richard Hart et al v. the Superior 
Court, appears in Volume 29 of the 
Rhode Island Reports at page 429. There 
were two main points in the decision. The 
first was that the law required a verdict 
by the jury on a "Forcible Entry and 
Detainer" to be signed by "each of 
them." In this instance, the verdict was 
signed by the foreman alone, and the 
court quashed the case on this point. Sec
ondly, due to the split in the corporation, 
it was not clear to the court that the per
sons who had signed the complaint had 
any authority to enter the action. The 
proceedings were quashed on that count 
too. Mr. Heathman said that an attempt 
was made to regather the jurors, but in 
the interim they had scattered far and 

l .......................... i 
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• • 
I
• PROFESSIONAL i 
• LIABILITY • 
• Complete coverage for you, I I your partner or for any other • 
• person for whom you are legally I 
• liable. • 
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• income protection to fit your • I · individual needs. I 
• • I Starkweather & Shepley, Inc. I 
• 155 South Main St., Providence, R. I. • I Phone 421-6900 I 
• • • 694-5 • ............................ 

wide. Also in the intervening time, Judge 
Mumford had resigned from the bench 
and the case was hopeless. 

Mr. Heathman asked me to verify a 
conclusion that he and Elmer Chace had 
reached when Mr. Chace had visited the 
Heathman's not too long ago. Elmer was 
admitted to practice in l 904, but that was 
six years after Bill Heathman. Upon the 
death of Judge Burke and Senator Green, 
Mr. Heathman was now the oldest mem
ber of the profession in Rhode Island. He 
is also the longest practicing attorney in 
the state. I told him our bar association 
records support those conclusions. 

"This doesn't prove too much, there 
isn't much of a distinction other than I 
have been able to live longer than my 
contemporaries," he said with a smile. 

At one of my meetings with Mr. 
Heathman, I met Mrs. Heathman who 
was at home during the Spring Vacation 
from her position as Principal of the War
ren A venue School for Retarded Children 
in East Providence. Mr. Heathman met 
Mrs. Heathman in Wilmington, Delaware, 
when Mr. Heathman was visiting a doctor 

Modern 
estate programs 
are planned 
in cooperation 
with attorneys 
and their clients. 

CITIZENS TRUST COMPANY 

Trust Department 
Main Office at Hoyle Square 

Elmhurst 1-5800 
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friend. Mrs. Heathman had been head of 
the school in which the doctor worked. I 
had arrived early in the afternoon and had 
eaten a light lunch on my way out to the 
Heathman house, but Mrs. Heathman set 
out a tray of the most appetising sand
wiches you ever saw and I ended up hav
ing a second lunch, much more enjoyable 
than the first. , 

F-4\-fh, 
R.I. 's -NI'S(;.. Negro Lawyer 

To this point, Mr. Heathman's story 
has been one of service and accom
plishment and I have been tempted to 
stQp right here. Yet to do so would not be 
fair to the man and to a cause for which 
he has done a great service. Mr. Heath
man is a negro and has served the cause 
of his fellow negroes with a great dignity 
as well as forcefullness. It is a com
bination that is not easy to keep in bal
ance. His whole life has been a "negro 
demonstration" of perseverance, ability, 
and responsibility. 

Mr. Heathman told me that after his 
long struggle through law school, and oth
erwise preparing for the bar exam, which 
in those days took three days and was ad
ministered by three examiners, he had 
heard indirectly that there were some who 
had said that the Rhode Island Bar "was 
not ready" for a negro lawyer. As one can 
imagine, this was terrible news to hear 
when years of study had been put into 
getting ready for the exam. Mr. Heath
man visited some friends who said they 
would talk to others and see what they 

( Continued on Page 17) 
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WILLIAM HEATHMAN 
(Continued from Page 16) 

could find out. In the meantime, Mr. 
Heathman said he told everyone that all 
he wanted was a chance to take the exam 
and no favors. He showed up for the test, 
took it and passed. To this day he does 
not know if there ever had been any truth 
to the story that he was not going to be 
allowed to take the test, or whether there 
was some truth to it and the friends he 
had talked to had been able to change it. 
In any event, he was the f~ negro law-
yer in Rhode Island. ft~ 

Mr. Heathman has a newspaper scrap
book that I hope will someday be the 
source of other stories about Bill Heath
man and his life and times. Many a negro 
cause and campaign was headed by the 
well known negro lawyer from Provi
dence. 

The Trolley Affair 

One story needs to be told. Just about 
at the turn of the century, a conductor on 
a Providence trolley car, who had recently 
come to Providence from the south, force
fully put Mr. Heathman off the trolley. 
At that time lawyers could issue writs of 
arrest and Mr. Heathman did issue a writ 
calling for the arrest of the conductor. 
The conductor was convicted of assault in 
Judge Sweetland's court and fined, Mr. 
Heathman said. The conductor was repre
sented in his appeal by the attorney for 
the street railroad company. Mr. Heath
man sued the railroad company. Mr. 
Heathman was represented by Henry J. 
DuBois, brother of Chief Justice Charles 
DuBois of the R.I. Supreme Court. Henry 
DuBois offered to represent Mr. Heath
man because he was shocked at the be
havior of the conductor. Mr. DuBois had 
first hand information about the case be
cause his son was engaged in conversation 

Attractive & Functional Offices 

by itlE ftO I INC 

Designers & Suppliers of Off ices 
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with Mr. Heathman on the rear platform 
of the trolley at the time the conductor 
laid hands on Mr. Heathman. 

On the stand, Mr. Heathman was asked 
by the attorney for the railroad if he were 
physically hurt? Were his clothes dam
aged? If not , why did he sue? Mr. Heath
man replied, "My feelings were hurt. " 
This was enough to say. 

The suit was settled privately to the sat
isfaction of Mr. Heathman in the office of 
David S. Baker, brother of the Mayor, 
who was attorney for the railroad. News
paper publicity on the case was favorable 
to Mr. Heathman's position and sup
ported the dignity of the individual no 
matter what his color. The conductor at 
one point was heard to say how "glad I 
am that I don't come from this part of 
the country." Judge Wilbur remarked 
upon hearing of this that "this part of the 
country was glad that he did not come 
from here, too." 

Presiding Jusqce Jeremiah E. 
O'Connell swore in Mr. Heathman as a 
Master in Chancery on January 25, 1935. 

Treasurer-General 
For 40 Years 

Mr. Heathman was Treasurer-General 
for forty years (l 923 to 1963) of the 
United Supreme Council, 33rd Degree, 
Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of 
Freemasonry, Prince Hall Affiliate. In the 
United States, separation of negro and 
white units occured in the Masons at the 
time of the American Revolution. The 
Prince Hall Affiliate is the negro affiliate. 
In 1948, Mr. Heathman was working to
ward closer co-operation between the two 
groups when he found himself in confer
ence with a leader of the white council 
whose ideas and attitudes seemed closely 
attuned to his . own. Conversation soon 
disclosed that they had been classmates at 
Boston University years ago, for the man 
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was Melvin M. Johnson, who had in the 
interim been Dean of the Boston Univer
sity Law School. The conference was 
most cordial and co-operative operations 
are developing more and more as time 
goes on, Mr. Heathman says, although he 
no longer is able to take an active part in 
such activities. 

The Rhode Island Bar Association ex
tended honorary membership to Bill 
Heathman in 1948. It had been fifty years 
since Bill's application to take the bar 
exam had been signed by Judge Matteson 
of the R.I. Supreme Court and Judge Jo
seph S.G. Cobb of the Providence Police 
Court. I happened to mention to Nathan 
Wright, a "youngster" in his seventies, 
whom I met at this year's bar outing, that 

( Continued on Page 18) 
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WILLIAM HEATHMAN 
( Continued From Page 17) 

I was writing an article for the Bar Jour
nal based on visits with Bill Heathman. 
'"My father," said Nathan, '"was more of 
a contemporary of Bill Heathman than I. 
Yet I can remember my father saying 
that Bill Heathman was one of the best 
men in the state when it came to common 
law pleading." 

Mr. Heathman told me that he has 
copies of bar photo books put out in I 904 
and in 1945. His parting remark was that 
unless we put them out more often than 
twenty or forty years apart, this one will 
be the last one he's going to be in. Can 
you top that? · 

IMPORTANT REMINDER 
FOR ATTORNEYS 
In Re : Charitable Remainders -- Mutual 
Fund Distributions 

Most attorneys are now somewhat fa
miliar with Revenue Ruling 67-33 and the 
effect it may have on charitable deduc
tions . Briefly, the applicable situation is 
where income is paid to a non-charitable 
beneficiary from an irrevocable trust and 
the remainder is given to a charity . The 
charitable deduction will be lost if the 
trustee may hold stock of a regulated in
vestment company (i.e., a mutual fund) 
and where under terms of the instrument 
or by local law,_ capital gain distributions 
from such companies may be paid to the 

CORPORATION 
OUTFITS 

SEAL 
PRESSES 

24 HOUR SERVICE 
CALL 

GAspee 1-1064 
MAUKICE C. SMITH 

CO., INC. 
189 DORRANCE ST. 

· PROVIDENCE 3, R. I. 

RHODE ISLAND BAR JOURNAL 

income beneficiary. We emphasize the 
word "may" -- where the trustee may hold 
mutual fund s and where a trustee may al
locate capital gain distributions to the in
come beneficiary. Here in Rhode Island a 
trustee apparently may hold mutual fund 
shares, and opinions are divided as to the 
allocation of capital gain distributions. 
Consequently, we believe we have a prob
lem here in Rhode Island with some char
itable-remainder trusts . 

It goes without saying that all drafts
men should be thoroughly familiar with 
Revenue Ruling 67-33 when drafting fu
ture instruments. On the other hand, it is 
equally important to realize the effect this 
new ruling may have on already existing 
instruments, which still can be changed. 
As an example, where the donor of a 
revocable living trust is still living, and 
where the instrument provides at his 
death for income to his wife for her life
time with a gift at her death to charity, no 
charitable deduction may be available at 
the death of the grantor if the instrument 
is silent regarding mutual funds and capi
tal gain distributions therefrom. Similarly , 
a will drawn a number of years ago con
taining a testamentary trust with a chari
table remainder may lose the estate tax 
deduction upon the death of the testator. 

To remedy any situation you believe 
could be troublesome , a codicil or trust 
amendment , as the case may be, may be 
required: (I) prohibiting the trustees from 
holding shares of mutual funds or regu 
lated investment companies , or (2) requir
ing the trustees to allocate any capital 
gain distributions to principal. 

June, 1967 

SUPREME COURT 
CASES 

Head notes compiled by Leo Bush of Law 
Library. Any member of R.I. Bar Associ
ation may obtain full text of any decision 
upon request from bar headquarters, 17 
Exchange Street, GAl-5740. Texts of deci
sions are provided to the Association 
through cooperation of Walter Kane, Su
preme Court Clerk. 

Zuchowski v. U.S. Rubber Co. May 3 
Workmen 's Compensation - Fracture of 
Toe - Fall on Floor - Cerebral Concussion 
- Causal Connection or Nexus Not Estab
lished . 

Bertozzi v. Kolodzie - May 3 
Taxation - Certified for Determination -
Real Estate Held by Plaintiffs as Trustees 
Under Profit Sharing Plan - Exemption -
Employee Trust. 

Butkins v. Sal's Furniture Co. - May 5 
Equity - Unnatural Flo wage of Water 
onto Complainant ' s land - Prohibiting 
Burning Causing Soot - Damages. 

(Continued on Page 19) 

To help build your clients' estates ... 

THE BUDGET TRUST 

from Industrial National Bank 
• You. draw the trust agreement. 
• Industrial National acts as Trustee. 
• Initial deposit is $100, or more. 
• Regular planned deposits are then made 

... as little as $25 a month. 
• Deposits are invested quarterly in common 

stocks selected primarily for growth .. , 
and--all income is reinvested. 

• Your client receives annual reports and 
complete tax information . 

• The Budget Trust is revocable at any 
time, in part or in whole. 

• One or more persons, or any other trust, 
may be named as beneficiary, 

If you need _any further de~ils ·, 
please call Mr. Allingham at J A. 1-9700. 

Industrial National 
Neighborhood Offices 

Servi_ng Rhode Island 

Member federot Deposit lnsuranc• Corporation · Member Federal · Reserw System 
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SUPREME COURT 
(Continued from Page 18) 

Rosario v. Rosario - May 5 
Divorce - Living Separate & Apart 10 
years. 

South Kingstown v. Reels - May 8 
Equity - Restraining & Enjoining from 
Using Premises for Baling & Storing Pa
pers Rags , etc. 

Home Ins. Co. v. Sormanti Realty Corp. -
May 11 . ' 
Equity - Expurgating from Record Action 
at Law to Entry of Nonsuit & Judgment -
Failure to Prove Fraud. 

Burns v. Burns - May 11 
Divorce - Contempt - Failure to Pay -
Failure to Make Offer of Proof. 

State v. DeCristofaro - May 12 
Criminal Law - Driving Under the In
fluence of Intoxicating Liquor - Denial of 
Cross-examination as to Degree of In
toxic ation. 

Marley v. Cons. Mortgage Co. - May 15 
Usury - Mortgage Note - Separate Agree
ment to Prepary Laon after 12 Month Pe
riod - Interpretation of "Before or After 
Maturity". 

Pisaturo v. Automobile Mut. Ins. Co. -
May 16 
Negligenc e - Personal Injuries - Damages 
- Non Est lnventus - No Action Pending 
Until Complaint Filed and Service Made. 

Abilheira v. Faria - May 17 
Assumpsit - Book Account - Oral Evi
dence - Best Evidence Ru le . 

Palumbo v. U. S. Rubber Co. - May 17 
Workmen's Compensation - Fixing Coun
sel Fees. 

Ball v. Bd. of Elections - May 19 
Absentee Ballots - Oaths taken Within 
State - Mailed from Without State. 

Young v. Exum - May 22 
Wills - Construction - Certification -
Pleadings - Claim under New Rules. 

Redding v. Picard; Redding v. Tucker -
May 24 
Negligence - Wrongful Death - New Trial 
- Bailment - Damages - Testimony of Ex
pert Witness. 

Ferrazza v. Ferrazza - May 26 
Divorce - Custody - Support - Ability of 
Respondent to Pay. 

Kent v. Cranston Zoning Bd. - May 26 
Zoning - Undersized Lot - Chairman Ab
stained from Voting - Board must Consist 

RHODE ISLAND BAR JOURNAL 

of Five (5) Members. 

Belilove v. Reich - May 26 
Agreement - Buy & Sell - Specific Per
formance. 

Our Lady of Mercy v. East Greenwich 
Z.B. - May 29 
Zoning - Special Exception - Gas Station 
- Failure of Board to State Reasons . 

Hopf v. Newpo1t Bd. of Rev. - May 31 
Zoning-Medical Bldg. - Failure of Bd. to 
Make Findings of Fact or to State Rea
sons 

Bouchard v. Bouchard - May 31 
Divorce - Failure to Make Reasonable 
Deposit for Transcript of Testimony 

Mattera v. Prov. Zoning Bd. - June 1 
Zoning - Gas Station - Nonconforming 
Use - Variation from Lot Line Regu
lations 

Zuena v. Cranston Zoning Bd. - June 1 
Zoning - Ice Cream Parlor - N oncon
forming Use 

Matter of Robert J. Conley - June 2 
Suspension from Practice of Law - Un
professional Conduct 

Glass-Tite Ind. v. Spector Freight, Inc. -
June 2 
Negligence - Damages - Loss of Goods -
Liability of Carrier 

Sprague-Covington Co. v. Cranston Z.B. -
June 5 
Zoning - Paving of Vacant Lots to Pro
vide Ingress & Egress 

Marcotte v. Marcotte - June 5 
Divorce - Extreme Cruelty - Evidence -
Medical Report Not in Evidence - Re
liance Upon 

Trustee Accou11ts 

* 
Guardianship 

Accounts 

* 
The 

ProvidLnCL lnUilulion for Sovingr 

OLD STONE 
BANK 

IN(Oll,OQAH0 1119 

PROVIDENCE 1, R. I. 
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Cabral v. Hall - June 8 
Dir. of Labor - Workmen's Comp. - Sec
ond injury fund - Medical Expenses - Ex
ceeding Maximum. 

Per Curiam - Cabral v. Branch River Wool 
Co. June 8 
Workmen's Comp . - Medical Benefits 
(See Cabral v. Hall) 

( Continued on Page 20) 

Shorthand Reporter 
Experienced court. steno

grapher in Rhode Island 
Superior Court for a number or years . 

Now available AT ALL TIMES for re
porting of depqsltions, public hearings . 
district court hearings, etc. 

Plantations 1-'222 

E. L. FREEMAN COMPANY 
Complete Stock of legal Forms-

Corporation Records - Seals -
Bankruptcy Schedules 

Xerox Copying Service 
m 

Providence-Pawtucket-Woonsoclcet 
Newport - East Providence 

"Try Freemon's First" 

JAKE KAPLAN -

Foreign Cars, Ltd. 
464 Broad St. Providence 

"Anything 

In Automobiles" 

:··························: • • • • • • • • • : Fast Service : • • • • • • I on PROBATE and other I 
• • : FIDUCIARY BONDS : • • • • ! JUDICIAL BONDS ! • • • • I • • I • Starkweather & Shepley, Inc. • 
•. 155 South Main St., Providence R I : 
• Phone 421-6900 ' · · e . : 
• n11:1.:; • 1 .......................... : 
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Coderre v. Pawt. Zoning Bd. - June 9 
Failure of Bd. to set forth facts. 

Seal Builders Corp. v. Pawt. Bd. of Ap
peals - June 12 
Zoning - "Apartment House" - Revoca
tion of bldg. permit - Repeal of Ordi
nance. 

Santulli v. Morelli - June 12 
Equity - Removal of wall and trespass. 

State v. Johnson - June 14 
Criminal Law - Possession of Heroin -
Motion to Suppress - Search & Seizure 

RHODE ISLAND PUBLICATIONS: 
Atlantic Reporter 
Rhode Island Key Number Digest 

FEDERAL PUBLICATIONS: 
United States Code Annotated 
Federal Reporter & Supplement 
Modern Federal Practice Digest 
U. S . Supreme Court Reporter 
U. S. Supreme Court Digest 
Federal Rules Decisions 
Federal Practice and Procedure 
West's Federal Forms 
West's Federal Practice Manual 
Federal Jury Practice and Instructions 
Jury Instructions in Federal Criminal 

Cases 
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State v. Johnson - June 14 
Criminal Law - Possession of Hypodermic 
Needle - Motion to Suppress (See #135) 

Oliveira v. Santosuosso - June 15 
Bastardy - Support of Child - Proceedings 
Criminal in Form - Civil in Substance 

Crofwell v. Goldstein - June 15 
Probate Appeal - Appointment of Guard
ian - Motion to Dismiss - "Aggrieved 
Person " 

Waldman v. Shipyard Marina, Inc. - June 
16 
Negligence - Damages to Motorboat - Ex
plosion - "Inference upon Inference Rule" 

LAW BOOKS 
TEXT BOOKS AND TREATISES: 
Administrative Law, Davis 
Admiralty, Gilmore & Black 
Approved Appellate Briefs, Apple-

man 
Automobiles, Blashfield 
Bankruptcy, Cowans 
Contracts, Corbin 
Corporations, Hornstein 
Criminal Correction, Law of 
Criminal Law, Perkins 
Evidence, Conrad 
Future Interests, Simes & Smith 
Insanity Defense in Criminal Trial s 
Insurance, Appleman 
Jurisprudence, Pound 
Model Business Corporation Act 

Annotated 

Our Savings Plans 
are advantageous for 

Trustees, Guardians, 

Executors, Administra

tors. 

ROGER WILLIAMS 
Savings & Loan 

Association 
Providence • Pawtucket • Warwick 

W•kefleld • Cumberland 

Rumford • Wayland Square 

Oil & Gas Law, Summers 
Titles, Basye, Flick, Patton 
Torts, Prosser 
Trusts & Trustees, Bogert 

FORM BOOKS: 
Modern Legal Forms 
West's Federal Forms 

DICTIONARIES: 
Black's Law Dictionary 
Bouvier Law Dictionary 

BOOKS OF · GENERAL REFERENCE: 
Words & Phrases 
Decennial & General Digests 
Corpus Juris Secundum 
Uniform Commercial Code 

Sold by: 

Ask for information about any law book published BOSTON LAW BOOK CO. 
73 Tremont Street 

Boston, Massachusetts 02108 
LAfayette 3-6882 



o n . in ins ies: 
Was Y.eter&D:'# e'Wsman ,-a tt ~i,..,,e.~1- ~ 73 u/4.Le -e~ · . 

s variety of civic, fraternal and 
- political enterprises. 
1 He was a man of vigor and 
i wide-ranging tastes, and for 
~ many years was a leader in 
, the affairs of the state 's Ne-

gro community. . 
Born in Norfolk , Va., Jan. ,.,,.:,.,.,.,.,.,.,.,.,., 

, 29 1869 Mr Minkins came to :\F@=V="'" 

Rhode !~land in 1891 to m~n- ,,., .. ·· 

; age the New England Torch

f light, a Negro weekly~ His resi- ~ 

:1. dence in recent years was 345 ' 

i Glenwood Ave., Pawtucket. 
His wife, Mrs. Rosa L. (Jes-

sup) Minkins, died in 1945. 
, Mr. Minkins attended public 
·· schools in Norfolk and was Among the big stories he cov-

cc 

C 
G 
[ 
~ 

cc 
t 
I 
I 
' 

D 

1 graduated from Norfolk Mis- ered was the Lizzie Borden 

', sion College_ murder trials in Fall River. Dt 

f From the New England Some years ago he deeded ' 

1 Torchlight, Mr . Minkins went to his home to his five <laugh- ; 

~ the old Evening News, of ters , also . giving them all his t 

which he eventually became edi- possessions. He did it, he said, 1 

'" tor in chief, a position he held so lawyers -and tax "collectors ~ 

r for five years. "could not nibble away the 

Telegram Editor cheese in searching for crumbs" H 
~ He worked for the Evening at his death. 

and Sunday Telegram as sub- Campaign Speeches H 

' urban, society, telegraph, city, He took an active part in C< 

· news and Sunday editor for 11 politics, once being identified ti 

years. For 14 years, he was as the author of campaign di 

successively reporter, news edi- speeches for all Pawtucket a' 

tor and Sunday editor of the Democratic candidates after a 

~ Evening and Sunday ~ribune. serving 10 years as ,president of 

., He was a feature writer for the Colored Citizens' Republi- ( 

- the J?rovidence News Tribu~e can League of Rhode Island. He I 

t for eight ~ear~ and _a copy edi- delivered . manf speeches on s 

a tor and ed1toria1 writer for the public occasions and on the ra- S 

Pawtucket Times for four years. dio a 

·, On the side , he represent~d Mr. Minkins represented f , 

1_ all of the Hearst papers m Rhode Island for several years 

1 Rhode Island for 16 years and at the observance of National 1 

. was a correspondent for the Freedom Day , which com- p 
l old_New York Herald. He wrote memorated th; enactment of 2 

i a signed Sunday letter for the the 13th Amendment which o 

Boston G!~be for 36 years. freed the slaves. V 

~ In addition, he -wrote for th e On his 60th birthday, Mr. 

old Rhode Island Free Press M' k ' v· . . d' b 
, d th w ' sh' t E le th m ms gave a · 1rgmia mner 

! an ef tha E1lnkg onf thagw'orlde at his home with opossum as o 

organ o e s o e , th · d' h Th a· o 

of which he was Rhode Island e mam is · e inner w~s B 

· district deputy and Grand Lodge aJteTide~ by _a number of off1:-
0 

E Reporter for years. c1als, mchJdmg former Gov. ci 

.'. In later years he treasured Norman S. Case and the late 

. the news scoop; that he had Charles P. Sisson, then state lY 

1 made, the most noted the story atto:ney general. Ii 
f of the birth of John Nicholas His daughters are Mrs. c 
- Brown Russell J. Clark, Miss Rosa J. N 

· Met Minister ~ Minkins, · Miss Georgiana F. 

Leaving his office-he was M~nk~ns and Miss Beatrice C. R 
'( news editor of the Providence Mmkms, all of Pawtucket, and 

~ Telegram then-he met a min- Mrs. Silas Stanley of San 

- ister who informed him of Mr. Francisco. Surviving also is a tl 

c. Brown's birth in New York grandson. · , H 

r City. Funeral services will be held r ( 

The estate of Mr. Brown's at 10:15 a.m. Monday at the ~ 

father had just been inven- H. J. Judson & Son Funeral at 

toried here, giving Mr. Minkins Home, 172 Pine St., Pawtuck

an opportunity, which he seized, et, with a requiem Mass at J J 

;. to file a story on the birth to the Episcopal Church of the Ad- c 

r, the New York Journal, calling vent, on Pawtucket Avenue, at of 

•• Mr. Brown "the richest baby 11. Burial will be in North (l 

t in the world." ~ Bu(lal Ground . 

? /?- 19 

l3 1-~1-~7 

hP1-~ , ti Cv 

-..ll; ;o~Jo-jf' 

?)·cJ ti- K~ 



"The old cracker element ,j 
is dying out. Their ideas of 1 
prej~dice will die with them. · 
It may ta.ke a few years." 

Mr. Heathman has . reclis
C('.}vered Africa in his old age. 
l'Africa has a,vake11ed. and is 
going to be important in the 
v;,orld,'' he remarked . He has 
been reading "Black Mother'' 
and ''The Lost Cities of ·x Afri ca" by Basil Davidson. 

'"'" Mr. Heathman picked the 
·-....:, books up from ·his desk and 

~ shook them in the sunlight. 
~ He also has been reading 
·..,; about the role Negroes playecl 
I in the building of America. He 

finds all this exhtlarating . fl "Did you know gold was :first 
· discovered in this country by 

a former slave?" he asked 
with enthusiasm. 

Mr. Heathman said he 
never ran into prejudice here 
as a young man. His first such 
experiences were in the South 
in 1907 when he traveled 
there. I-:Te still talks about 
them with an air of vrnnder, 
~.s if he had stumbled onto 
~notber pla11et by mistake. 

For y~ars, Mr. Heathman 
believed that he was born in 
Pi-ovidence 011 Sept. 14, 1872, 
Hir; parents were the late Wil
lia.l'l.1 H. and Susan CM0rgan) 
Heathman. 

'Then he learned that his 
rnother vvent to her mother's 
home On Pawtu cket Avenue 
in EcJ.st Providen ce for the 
birth. His family lived at 
Meeting and Thayer Streets. 

"How I found out," he said, 
''is that I couldn't -locate a 
birth certificate in Provi
dence . Finally , I traced it 
down. " 

Aft~r being graduated from 
English High, he took erf
trance exams for Brown 
and passed . He was one of 
122 in the Class of 1895, but 
ambWon and · lack of money . 
sent him on to Boston Uni
versity after his freshrnan 
year. 

"I ·was one of eight chil-
, dren ," he rel a. ted. "My father 

,;,,.;i'i/Ji a butler for Marshall 
Wo0qs at Prospect and Meet
frig Streets. When I founcl I 
coµld get rny law degree a 
ye,3r sooner by going to B.U. 
I Jeft Brown." 

"'While I was at Brown I 
Yvas a tr~ckman, '' related Mi. 
Heathman," and I p1tched for 
the frosh. I won the pole 
vatJJt on Spring Day in 1892. 

. "At' B.U. I organized an in
strumental club for the law 
students. I used to play the 
banjo, mandolin and guitar. I 
sang second bass . on the glee 
club." . · . 

After Mr. Heathman had 
his law degree under his arm, 
he spent two years as a sort 
of wandering minstrel. He 
organtzed a .quartet te I which 
pl ayea in Newport at many a 

ft: o 1.1 •• tve-\M vv.q 'B ,..J,IA:,h I,(_,. ~:- q - bF . 

William Heathmari ,Dies, 
State's Oldest Attorney. 

William A. Heathman of 111 
, Babcock St., the son of a Negro 

butler and the oldest member 
ot the Rhode Island Bar Associ

: ation, died last night in Rhode 
, Island Hospital. He was 95. 

Mr. Heathman began his life
long career as a lawyer on May 
20 1898 wnen he was admitted ' • ' to the bar. • · 

A large man with -a forceful 
speaking manner, Mr. ·Heath
man lived his whQle life _q,t._ the 
pace of a teenager. He slept 
only four · hours tt day; ·: and 
smoketl, .reatl and .watched -i~le-
vision tar · into the night. , 

After graduating from En~
lish High he entered ,Br.~wn pm
versity in the class of 1895, the 
first :providence Negro _To· at
tend Brown. While there he , pole 
vaulted on the track team and 
pitched for, the freshman base- . 
ball team. . 

He left Brown after his fresh- "Nothing can stop it. .The · new 
man year when he learned he generation of Negroes will have 
could get his law degre~ one it :.; .rights. During the . Second 
year sooner at :Boston Uruvers- and First World Wars, the Ne
ity. While gtudying !n BoSt~n, groes : saw how others lived. : 

, Mr. Heathman orgaruzed an m- They, came back to ·their birth
strumental club for the law place and were ktcked into the 
students. · 

1 

• guttel'. :They won't stand for it 
1 He played the banJo, mando- any more. . 

lin and guitar · and sang second <'The old cracker element is 
bass in the glee club. After. re- dying out. Their ideas of prej- 1 

i ceiving his degree he orgamzed udice will die with them. It may i 
I a. quartet and entertained far take ·a few years." 
, and near for two years.. Mr. Heathman was born on 

But he _soon s~ttled mto the Sept. 14,, 1872, in Ea .st Provi- : 
I law practice which was to be dence the son . of the lat~ 1 

his life. Despite rumors that the William H. and Susan (Morgan) ! 
state · "was · not ready" for a Heathman. His · father was a · 
Negro lawyer, he P_ass~ ~e butler for 'Marshall ·Woods at 
three-day bar exammation m Prospect and Meeting Streets. : 
1898. . For 40 _years· h~ . was ,trea- . 

At various times he had offices surer:general · of tp.e United l 
at 20 Market Square, the _Woods Sup~eme ~Council, · 33rd Degree, ! 
Building on College Hill, .42 Ancient and Accepted Scottish J 
Westminister St., 103 Westmm- Rite of Freemasonry, Prince 
ister St. and 76 Dorrance St. He Hall Affiliate of which fie was ' 
retired -in 1964. a past grand master. The : 

He was assist~nt clerk of the organization is a Negr'6 affiliate I 
old State Retur:pmg Board from of the Masons. 
1902 to 1922. In 1935, he w~s He was a member of King . 
named · ··a.- -s·tanding - -mast-er : m Solomon Lodge No. 5, F. and 1 

chancery. . .· . A.M., the Mount Sinai Consis• , 
He stopped faking cr1mmal tory A.A.S.R. and the Rhode 

· cases aboot 251· year:_s a~o be- Island . B~ .. Assoc:iatfon .• - ~ 
cause ,?e: "dfol~'t lik~ .. the:· ele- 'Toro .q.f his. f6rm~r wiv~s : died. : 

~~!6ugh most . of 'hi~ clients s½rvivors )n.cJ1:1~~ ~ J?.is .. third · 
were white, 'Mr. Heathman nev- wife,- Mrs. F. Lou1se tWebber)_ 
·er forgot his Negro heritage . A Heathman; a s?n, Joseph Heath
few years ago he urged Southern ma~ .. qnd , a sISter, Mrs . . Susan 
Negros to remain in the South : Ashby, both of Boston; and 

"Stay there and fight for civil brother, Roscoe Heathman of 
rights,'' . he said. ''Don!t ·come Oak Bluffs, Ma~s. . . · 
North. It' -s your co1,mtry ; there Funeral services will be held 
and you can make a good . Jife Monday at 11 a.m. from the Bell . 
there, if you have the stuff." Fun_eral ;8ome,. 571 Broad St . . 

"Nothing can stop it/' he Burial ~,11_1 be m Hunt Ceme
'. said in talking of. civil rights. tery, Rumford. 

GR 



~ At dedi~tion of Heathman Hall are Dr. Werner A. Baum, .University of Rhode ' Island president: . Mrs. William 
A. Heathman, widow of the lawyer for whom the new dormitory is · dedicated, and Governor Licht. 

-JournaJ.Bulletin Photo 

d h II 
'"His style was that of a 

.URI De icates Heat man Ha :\et~~=r~t~i::;~i:ith~ 
kind whose roots are deep in 

A Negro who once sued for fullest educational opportunities just short of one year since conviction." 
~ssault on the grounds that his appropriate to ms talents and the project was started. • Recounting Mr. Heathman's 
f lin h d bee hurt when ambitions ,, Dr. Baum remarked. On ~and at the brief a~pearanc~ on . the courtroom 
ee gs a n ,. . ' . ceremomes above the front en- stand durmg his assault case 

a streetcar conductor attempted While the black population of trance to the hall were Mrs. many years ago against '. the 
to eject him because of the our state is small, that propor- F, Louisa Heathman, wife of the streetcar conductor, Dr. Baum 
color of his skin, was com- ti.on has not been properly attorney who (lied last year, said the young Negro was asked . 
m~mor~ted yesterday on the represented in ' institutions pf and his ·sister, Mrs. Susan Ashb?-7 "Were you physically hurt?" 
:Umvers1ty of Rhode Island cam- . .,, of Boston. Mrs. Heathman 1s "No," he answered. · 
pus with the dedication of th~ higher education in 1:1e pagt , . principal and teacher at ' the "Were your clothes hurt?" 
first coeducational residence Heathman Hall 18 a series Warren Avenue School for '"No." 
hall. of five three-story units with Retarded Children in East "Then why did you sue, Mr. 
·_·Relating that vignette from a central core housing a recep- Providence. Heathman" he was asked. 
tlie li!e of the late William A. tion area lounge end laundro- Mr. Heathman was born in "Because," he satd, "my feel-
f!eathman, Rhode Island's first ' . . East Providence, the son of a ings were hurt." 
Negro lawyer, Dr. Werner A. ~at, and separating tbe ~o~en butler~ attended English High '· Residents of the hall and 
~aum, URI president, added, m the two south~rn 1buildings School in Providence, Brown dignitari~s inclU:ding Governor 
·~at the University of Rhode from the men m the two University and Boston Universi- Licht, Dr .. A. A. Savastano of 
I~land, we are looking towards northern buildings. ty. · .:r1t the Board of Trustees of state 
a· time when no young man Construction was delayed by He became the state's ·first Colleges, and Joseph • G. 
or woman will have his feelings the sheetmetal workers' strike Negro lawyer when he was ad- Lecp,unt, a Providence attorney 
hurt because he's shoved off Iast summer, postponing the mitted to the Rhode Island bar arid associate of Mr. Heathman, 
the steps of education. Sept. 'l scheduled opening. Today j$t before the turn of the cen- attended a breakfast at But
. "We want every young however, the dormitory is filled tury, and served for the next terfield Dining Hall after the 
Rhode Islander to have the to its capacity of 360 students 65 years. He died at age 95. · dedication. 
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December 1954 C.R. Gross, M. D. 

Cli pp ings 
Bull e tin, 

from 
1904 

Pr ov ide nc e Evening 
prom in ent 1eg ro' s 

th e 
abo ut 
R. I. i n Provi de nc e , 

A 
MONG tlie 5000 or 6000 ne'groes of 
this city there arc many who haye 
acquired consid~rable nroperty and 

a few who have entered the p,rofessions. 
Until a few weeks ago their only lawyer 
here was William H. Heathman. He wa~ 
admitted to the Bar: in '98, and is among 
the younger men of the profession. 

For several years he studied in the of
fice of the late Joseph H . Munroe, a 
negro attorney of considerable property, 
who represented this city in the General 
Assembly ·as a member of the lower 
house for two terms, '94-'95 and '95-'96. 
Mr. Munroe died in '38 and J\fr. Heath
man who had been graduated from Bos
ton University in the class of '95, applied 
for admission to the Bar soon °'fter the 
death of his employer, so tha .t he might 
look after the affairs that were thus left 
unsettled. He was the admintstrator · of 
:his former employer'fl es_tate_ and he also 
succeeded to his pract;ce . 
1 

Mt. Heathman believes ' that there is 
llO.QJU for :;lavo or three more negro law
yers in this 9iJ:.y .. One .:~ttorney of his 
race, Julius L. Mitchell, has come he,re 
within the last few weeks from Charles
ton, S. C., where he h:-td practiced for 
11 years. Negro attorneys in the .. South, 
a,ccording to the explanation o_ffered f~11 Mr. Mitche11's action, are h~~v!ly hand .1-capped when they oppose wmt;e la:Wy~rs Mr. Mitchell has had many tryrng experi fl,nces with.,r br@wbea. ing oi,po~e:atl!I :Q \.ii class. 1t ls S" · ,an!}· th. so q {:~ed i-,Jm • 

in the city for a ut five years. Dr. \V. Higgins has . eee,trtly built a comfortable. and attractive house, :.hus show~ mg that fhe :field Qf n1cdicil1-> iK not alto.gether without hope for the neg-ro. _There are three negro de~tis'ts ir1 the c}tY, Dr. Joh\1 J .. Burch, whf.idOes consider~ble rnecn_arnc.=tl work .for his white I assQc1ates, besides trPa ting ]t,.is • own people; Dr. J;.,uby J. Spie,cr anq,, h'le assistant. . On Cral]-~ton stre·,1t are -tw, .. undertak-mg e:3tabhshments conr1Ucted -by meml:~-rs of this race. 'I'he proprietors ~Lre A ~w ' W. York and Myers H. Armstron At _ present the n-~groes of ?rovi ~~. ~re nqt represe~ted in public office, put m recE:nt years, t;P to the tim·-i of R epresentative Munroe s <le'.i~h,, t'he.7 .have ha.cl 

seats in the <icnera,l Assombiy: Among these lawmakws w•~-re JosP-rJl'J Banks and John A. Jenkin: ' \lthough th P-Y no .l,ohg~9r !rnve direct rep sentat, .on in office, leadµ,ig negroes take an actlye n.nd suc;cess-JJ n;a t i,~J,:t A'h,:,I·,· c·r· ·en"' ..i: 

I tnitte-" f t·. ~ (•athrnan has been Chair n, fo yc,~r:5, m9.k' ;S an effort to kee~ t\1.e otc . u111.t9•1, so that the interests ,)r ,e race 111, thw city may be best promo! '' ~,. A svecia.l object of the organizati-)Jl is t.o "ecure some of the public offices f~,: thei own pf.lople. In the abs,:: ,;e of poli:lcal officers Providence nag ocs am mak11j.g the most of the fact that t'1er~ are several of their peop1e who are employed in good P,_,::isitions by the Natiwnal, State and City Go1·!')rmp~nts. Albert P. G,rand.Y and Je:e Brown are their raor0sentatrves amoc1g the 1ette.r carriers of the city. Edw~ r.d S. B:ro-yvn not long a.go madtl the third of 1.liis, Utj:le quota, but he rcsign1cd to take a cte-rks ip •in th!,} Unlt _ed Slat, 0 s 'C-:..ist om. House a New York. 1\/[r. Gra .ndy owns two houses 0n Garrh~ton l'I.Y0nue near Camp 
I 
street. Mr;, , Brown h&,s real est.ate 

Seventh V.7ard. . stup 'l'albot, who in ::~1e old q.ays st eet lam_(Js devoted his whole n to the illumlrn:1.tion ,;f the· city's is one of the la1gest negro rop-~- ;a, IHttor is1~,tt, - ":'.W,., ~J~· ... Bi~ >J• ::ius~s on H,~ne.volent anq. Thayer 
8 ,:reelis vVhen the <::10c-tric ot.::eet light c~tn . 0 V'ner::i.1 u_so Mr •. '.l:albqt gave 

I up aetive :work, devo:\ng hhn~elr to t_he care of, .hi ~' property, uom whtch he derives a co ~fortn.ble !nL·om o. A part of his ·estate. he Dough: u.f a,n uuction sa:e of propert:Y owned · IJY t.1e late Joseph H. 
:Munroe. 

1 . r tl James E. JphnS,,p!l, . , r.ver o,,. ... 1e pa:ro1 -w,a_g,on fcjff ~~« :(< Orn th Police gtation _on (night stireet, 111:1,fh l),een connected with. that stauen tbr •1V<'!~· 30 Ym\rS. Before the decree · of. the C~mwiss10ners that one ,.,,:mnected wi1:.o the <".epartment ~o ould e~ga"'~ Jp. politics ~1r. Johnson sh s a ptomlt'l.e'fit pqlttle;al leacler of his tf1ow rteg.,0~'1-, .. 8"'ti!lntf'.Greene, who has . ~ Jrt in~~enger for several years, ~~eplscoo .af this race. ,80me of the' pu))lic l~,a. L •t • a ., ·,n·-oeS tcnool j;,,111 ors ro 6"-'""· . 



than $200,000, but estimated by their influence upon the re
cipients, having a value beyonJ computation,,,, 

(

------------ Early in the rebellion, Executive- attention wat1 turned to 
the enlistme~t of colored troops. Out of New England, the 
employment of colored men as soldiers was an iclea in :idvance 
of popular opinion. Prejudice frowned upon it, and pride de

\ 
\ 

I 

nounced it. In Rhode Island a more enlarged view obtained. 
In the war for Independence, the State had sent into the field 
a regiment 4' Mrique, which proved t() be among the most 
efficien_~ soldiers of the revolutionary army ; and if it was right 
to empfoy blacks in achieving a national :exi::tence, no sound 
logical reason could be assigned why their posterity should , e 
deba1ild the privilege of defending the government under 

.. which they were enjoying freedom. Whatever hostility might 
. ' 

have been felt to such a measure, and from whatever causP, the 
' ', free discussion of the subject by the press tbrtmghout the coun-
\ try gradually strengthened popular o'piniun in its favoi·. The 
. \ "\Var Department having signified a readine8s to accept a col-
~ ored regiment from Rhode Island, Governor Sprague, on the 

\ 4th of August; 1862, directed an order to be issued for the en-
· listing of a sixth regiment, to " consist entirely of colored per
sons." " Our colored fellow citizens," the order cQntinued, 
" are reminded that the regime~t from this State, in the Revo- · 
lution, consisting entirely of co1?i-ed persons, was pronounced 
by Washington equal, if not superior, to ariy in th<.> service. 
They constitute a part of the ,qudta from this State, and i:t is 
expected that they will respond with zeal and spirit to this call. 
The commander-in-chief will lead them into the .fiel<l, and will 
share with t_hem in common ·with the patriotic soldiers of the 

-1/f From official reports, returns from towns anc1 assocfa.tions, and ex.
tende inquiry, it appears that the amount expended for 1he W::tr, lJy the 
Stat wns, relief associations and individuals, from April, 181°, 1, to De-
cem :\1, 1863, exceeds $4,000,000. If the free expenditure of monry, to 
sustain the Union cawe, is an evidence of the loyalty of a people, tl{hode 
Island c~ ask no better record tban these figures show .. 
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army of the republic, their trials and dangers, and will par

ticipate in the glories of their success." 

This call excited a lively interest among the colored popu

lation of the State. Public meetings were held in Providence, 

the subject freely discussed, and a gener .al reacliuess expre sed 

to form a colored regiment in Rhode Island. A rendezvo~s 

was opened, and about one hundred men enrolled ; but owing. 

to uncertainty whether they re to be employed as soldiers, 

on equal term::; with other volunteers, or to .be assigned to labor 

with pick an<l spade, together with .other causes, the enterprise 

for the morucnt failed. • 

Governor Sprague having been eleoted Senator to the United 

States Congress, resigned the State Executive Chair, March 

3d, 186:3, and Hou. ,vmimn C. Cozzens, of Newport, was 

elected l)J the General Assembly, then in session, to -fill his 

place for the remainder of the year. Resolutions were pa.iSed 

by the Senate, thanking the retiring Governor "for the efficient 

and vigol'ous management of his duties," during the term of his 

administration, which was appropriately acknowledged in a 

fannvell speech. At the succeeding annual election, Hon. 

,James Y. Sinith was elected Governor~ and at the May Session 

of the General Assembly, took the inaugural oath. Governor 

Smith brought to the service of his new and responsible po.~~
tion , the energy and practical talent that had distinguished and 

given success to his bu;.;ine;s::. pur:3uits. He had, from the · dis

charge of tiie first rebel gun at Sumter, given his active sup-· 

po a.-. n. dtizen, to the govemment, an,'a the spirit with which 

he entered upon the duties of chief ma~istrate of the State, is · 

perhaps best shown in a brief address, extracts from which are 

here quoted : ,tl • 

"This period in om history is· full 0£ interest. The eyes of 

nations nre fixed upon u~. Our national government has been 

attacked. The rcsponBibility is great upon our people. Let 

us be firm although d~;.!:f'l.1 smrounds. Let us stand united 

before the world. TJ11..' ol.1ligation of the solemn oath I have 

.. 
' . v. 
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taken, demands of me to be watchful, and con-r~y unimpaired 
to po3t.erity all the blessings we are enjoying. We :1,re ad~ 
rnonished by the events surrounding us, that united action 
should govern. Let every loyal man step forward to the res
cue, lay aside all partizan feelings, and join in one grand cry, 
i Our country, the Union-it must be preserved.' Our country 
is the great object to which our .. efforts should be directed. 
Let us unite our strength, rclyi ' upon the Supreme Rule~ to 
direct om- steps, and we shall prevail. ·we have · but one al
ternative-war-as hag been said by an able ,iuri:-,t-' war 
without remission waged in all lawful modes, and by all clas~e;, 
of citizens, without prejudice to castu or color. A frightful . 
prospect indP-ed ! But let him who shudders at it remember 
that the God oflove is also the God of battles, and that. blood 
is the price of progress.' My experience in public life con
firmg the opinion, long since advanced, that the lle:-<truction of 
our national government would fasten upon us evm·lasting rev
olution. .Impressed with these opinions, I shall ever be i:eauy 
to advance such measurea as will secure to us our :fixed posi
tion under the natimml Union, jealously watching every event, 
as without union our liberty can never he preserved. Our 
brave soldier8 must share largely in our Rympathy. They. are 
battling for our existence, and nothing should be left undone 
that will add to their comfort." 
· The purpose of raising a colored regiment, though tempora
rily suspended, was not abandoned. Since the first proposi
tion, at which the War Department., from prudential con~i ra
tions, hesitated, public opinion hn.d been rapidly outgrowing its 
prejudice. Circum'!tances bad changed. Thing s appear ed in , 
a new aspect, and the clearly revealed -popular feeling author
ized the government to take a more decided step. One of the 
early acts of Governor Smith was to comml¾nicatc with the 

. authorities at W a~hington on the su?jcct, ancl obtain p<'rmis
sion to enlist a colo;ed company of h~~"Y artillery. This was 
granted, June I 7th. On the 4th of August, the permit was 
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ex:tclHl11 J to a battalion ; and S€ptember 3d, again extended to 

a regiment. )n accomplishing thia work, many and peculiar /' 
dif1icultics uccnrred, but all were successfully overcome. To .. · 

Colonel N cl:a:on Viall~ an officer of large experience, was as

signed the work of organizing and disciplining a body of men 

hitherto not made available for bearing arms. The change in 
public opinion, allutle1 to, wrough "t by the events of 1-0ss than 
three years, i3 among the remarkable facts of the time, and the 

effect of the early efforts of )fossaehusetts and Rhode ;-,land to 

put colored troops in the field; and the success crowning those 

etf ort.~, m m;t be to strengthen a policy that, consistently psrsist~ 

e<l in, can give to the government a fresh force of two or three 

hundred thousand men, better fitted by nature for southern 

~ervice than whites, and render further draft upon . the me

. anical and agricultural departments of the country unneces

sary.. The f:ucces~ful part taken hy Rhode Island in this 

mov-crnent will be ::i conspicuous fact in her military history. 

The exposed con<litiou of the Rhode Island coast, and es

pecially of Narragansett Bay, in the eYent of war, had been, 

for many years, the subject of comment, and the importance 

of putting the approaches to Newport and Providence under 

sufficient protection, oft(·n urged. Geneml Totten, in 18Dl, 
maJe a report bearing frworahly upon the matter. In a com

munication to the Providence ,Jonrna.1, lated Ja,uuary 6th, 1862, 

Hou. William II. Cranston, :Mayor of Newport, pointed out 

very c1ear1y thi8. necJ, and urgr,d sucl1*fences as would se-

cure the ea:;t a.ml wegt passages from b~1g successfully pene-
trated by an enemy. On the 14th of the f:ame month, Gov-

ernor Spragnc rcf'errcJ tn the subject in his addres:\] to the 

-General A~sembly; but nothing wag done that srcnred the 

object. After the confederate government ~ucceedcd in getting 

two or three vessels upon the occ!an, it was at once perceived 

how much mischi~f could be done by c·on,::t piratical opera-

tion:3 ; and the bol<l. tla'-h into Portland harbor, in June, ] 863, 

together w·ith the hostile attitude of England, awakened much 

• 

P. I ! 
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alarm along the entire New England coast. An early purpose 
of Governor Smith was to secure this protection, and earnestly ... 
pursuing this design, he addressed the following telegram to 
the President : 

June 27th, 1863, 
To His Excellency ABRAHAM LINCOLN, 

President of the United States, Washington, D. C.: 
• I 

Great anxiety is felt here on · ccount of th~ · unprotepted condition 
of Narragansett Bay. There is nothing to preve~t a rebil incursion. 
through the 14 West Passage," exposing to destrue;tion this city, Fall 
River and other towns on the Bay. I respectfully request immediate 
authority to construct, arm and man suitable earthworks, at the ex
pense of the Federal Government, and that the pl~ns undenitood to 
be in the \Var Department for such works, be furnished without de
lay. Also, authority to cause all vessels to be brought to and in-' 
spectcd before entering the Bay. · 

(8igned,) · Juras Y. SMITH, ,I 
Governor of Rhode Island. 

To this application, the following reply was imme<liately 
returned: 

WASHINGTON, June 27th, 1863. 
Governor SMITH : 

I am instructed by the President, to inform you that the authority 
asked for in your telegram of this date is granted to you. The· Chief 
of the Engineer 'Bureau is instructed to furnish you the plans, and 
also an engineer officer to as$ist in laying out the work. 

(Signed,) E. M. STANTON', 

• Sem·etary of War. 

Acting under this a~thority) Governor Smith at once pro
ceeded with the work. For temporary defence, a light uat
tery, under Colonel Edwin C. Gallup, and a company detailed 
from. the 1st regiment ot' Rhode Island militia, composed of 
students in Brown University, under Captain .Toho Tetlow, 
were stationed at the "Bonnet," near the South Ferry, on the 
N arrugansett shore, to command the approach to the West 
Passage. Here a breastwork was thrown up, and the encamp· 

.ill' lr.J • _'.; , 

~-.. . 
:.. ,11.,; r ,~t.i-~ .....,_!.). ~ ,.. , • 



ners e~e4 to discowr lier, and putting on a~ ~~l .~M. ~ . 

rttti out of mwh ot the shot that were sent wwting &f\er her. R<>a:.. 
man' s batte-ry, llowever, was still to be passed, an even 1fl0l8 formi
dable task, fo't the channel runs close in to shore, a.nd I~ two mil~ 

tha E,eaort was in ra.np of their heavy guns_. All al~~ . ..~kf ,Q. t 
the river, volley, ofmu.sketry were pouredm. apon tlle-b(,,-.~ ~~ .~ .. 

she approoohe<l the beMerles, the stonn bUI'fJiP.JtOll.~ with ,9l~tu,~ 
fur,- But co~ and heroism carried A caarmeip..,., lifel( . ~-po~ . 
wu not to 1u1fer tha~ night. Prtls-sing on thta . .ateiuB_, ~ ~-,~~ 

safely oy the battmea without the loss of a .--. , ~- ;W~n '1w., 
danger was paat, and the great success achieve~ the im~aea:.~ 
tion of those three long hou,s found eloq~~t- TeJU.. , '.l\f'· lt.bp~ 
Island ooys sent the glad cheers ringing thr0u.,h the tQ:wn. ~ti 
the ilr&* promise of hope and relief to the worn but aio~~~ $01• 

~ in the treµehes."• . , , • , Jt, ,, 

On Wedn~ night. loth, the rebele !fUppo,8~ o,4eral '.FQJ~t to 

Jia.y-9 receiv8'! n large reinforcemen4 evawa.ted their wprk& ttride;.t10•et 
of a h.ea.vy fue 'Which they epened upon the to-y;a. and,left the Fe~ 

f™'~ in undisputed possession of th.e poet. .fn ~ -~.epo,t ,of~ ~,.. . 

p1t(lition. made to Adjutant General Maui-;m,,. ~ Skson . 8»'~ ~
t1.l, oanitot eloae bf.fore mentioning the plltW,t tondttet o( sny offl~lt 

•d ~ during the period of ~uspenso thrcro.gh which , we . pasi~ , 

~r &elf-po•ssion and ready obedience wete ex~ P~ -8' 
to me, and jnsttfy a confidence that they will ~v~ pmv~ teqea,t,.t in, 

the hwt qt dang¢', . _ , · ,, , ; 

· '
1 I would speak 1,artioulady of Lieutenant Col9ael 'few ain4 llaJo,-

.rameson, wlu)ee .advice end support materlelly ~4 me ~ the ~ 

«reption and e~ecution of olU undertaking ; ' qf ~~ Wl~ JY •. 
Douglas. w-ho. during . the reconnoissanee -~~Dilday mbnlng~ dny 

pl3y- great coo~ ~ bravery in prooee~g~ ~ ~imy , wijh 
Selgean& Ma.jot 1 . .t~ Iutbblger, in advanooof hii m~ direct1y.u.ndet 

~ enemy's gunt, . U> pl'epare an acou,rat~ eket<fil. of. ~Lr ~tJ~ 
Captaina iL B) Landen and Isaac M. Pottet• ~t Tli,lP-¥ 
Allen and 8ergeantt1 Mott &nd Conger, were at theit'•JK>S'8. o~·-.~, 

and ably performed their respective du.ties.''t . . J .. _ 

Lieutenant Colonel Tew, with fhre companies ol dae ~~t toe~ 

possession of Rod.man's Foint, where the following a.ote ~ fo~(t · 

0 YANHE8! ! !-We leave you, not because we cannot take~~ : 
ington, but the fact is, it's not worth taking ; ud, beside~ the climate 
is not agreeable. A man must be amphibious to inhabit it. Weleave 

you a fow bursted guns, some stray eolid shots. imd tl man and bro~ 

ther rescued from the waves, to wbich some fray among bis equal& 

· •Letter of Rev. Edward H , Ha.11. 

t The Go~eral Assembly of Rhode Island, a\ its · ¥at -~~sfd~ 186§1 

pa8$ed a r8$0lution of thanks to Colonel Sisson atid ffie otll~rs &Tid fn:~ 

of the 5th Rhode Island regiment, " for the gallantry and herol$Ul which 

they displayed in running the gauntlet of the enemy's batteries on di& 

Pamlico river, under circumst1U1ces of extraordinary peril.'' · ' 
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326 RHODE ISLAND 

consigned him. But thi s tribute we pay you, you hav e acte d with 
mu ch gall antry during this br ief siege. W e salut e th e pil ot of th e 
Es cor t . 

" Co. K, 32 N. C. Vol s ." 

Th e pil ot of the Escort referr ed to, was killed, on her return pas
sage down the river, ·with General Foster on board, he bei ng obl iged 
to take an early departur e after the enemy withdrew. By hi s ord er s, 
A ssi&tant Adjutant General Hoffman presented to Colon el Sisson an d 
th e officers and men und er him, thanks "for the energy, perse veran ce 
and courage displayed in running the gauntlet of the en emy' s bat
teri es." 

Th e Massachusetts 44th felt deeply the iruportfl.Dt servic e thus ren
der ed, nnd on the 2qth April, Colonel Francis L. Le e communi cated 
to Colon el Sisson a series of resolutions, thanking him and the regi
ment for an act of valor that raised the siege and brou ght th e mu ch 
need ed su ycor at a critical moment, and expre ssing th e desire, if it 
met the wi shes of the Fifth, to present it with a set of colors bear 
ing a device commemorative of the act of gallantry. Thi s wa s sub 8e
qllently done. On the return of the 44th, from its nin e months term · 
of duty, an elegant bann er was procured and placed in the hiind s of 

· Rev. Henry 8. ,\'bite, Chaplain of the Fifth, he then being in Boston, 
to be pr esented by him to the regiment. The ceremony of pr eirnnta
tion took plac e at N ewb ern, August 3d. _Chaplain ·whit e made an 
appropri ate address, referring to the unity of the two State s repr e
sent ed iu the gift, and bidding his compatriots, as they looked up on 
it, to "r emember the duties of the future as interpr eted by the history 
of the past." Lieutenant Colonel Tew, in the ab sen ce of Colon el Sis
son, received the flag, and responded in behalf of the regiment in a 
patriotic and spirited addr ess. When the 44th returned home, Colo
nel Sisson accompanied them; and on the occasion of a subsequent 
visit to Boston, the lady friends of the regiment pres ented him with 
an elegant sword, sash and belt, together with two massive piec es of 
silv er, in token of their appreciation of bis services in th e re scue,' 

In the several campaigns of North Carolina, th e 5th Rhode I sland 
maintains an honorable po sition. A bard working r egim ent, ever 
doing with promptness and spirit whatever duti es w ere as signed it, 
th e good name it has achiev ed is held among the choice tr easur e:,; of 
th e State. 

; 

/ 

SIXTH REGIMENT RHODE ISLAND VOLUNTEER3. 

Th is w n.s int ended to be n. color ed regiment, and th e ord er, direct~ 
mg it s formation, _was iss~ed Aug~st 4th, 1~62. Owin g to _cau se8 
mentioned in the mtroduction of this volume, 1t was not orgamz ed. 

GROSS 



held them in ~heck. Neu Neativill~ a. \raiµ, of wago~s , unqer Ql¥U'
termastet Cl~k, returning from Lebanon wi~h s~pplies, wa.11 ,e.t~1,1,Cke(j 
by a rel).el fo.rce of gixty-ilve men, 1,)ut defeated., and driven off by t~ 
guard of twe.l\ty-.eigbt me.J;1 of tht:} 7th Ohio. TI;i.e. ~emy lost ~me 
killod, two wQunde<l. and twelve tJUtea pris .o,ners. S~b~~q'1imt,ly 
Morgan µi.ade an incmsion into L,.di~~ and Oh~o\ thre~~ng ·0111..
citrnati, aiµl rausing grc~t co~ster~~twn in thoae region,s. On t)l~ 4t~ 
qf July, at day-break, the i;~gi~t wu c~lleq to ~rms.,, th~ enem7 ~ 
ing :reported ~s approachi,ng Oij. ~ rOMs i 9ut tlu:,y al~~ i~k 
eoune, and pa,as.ed t1"°0'1gh Ool~~ to ~~n, P\lil'I~~ \)y. tli, 
Union Cavalry. A.ta lateJ- hour th~~~ •t~~ o~ it.s ~t\l,Rl 
to Somerset with 20 prisoners, 'inc\udinJ ~ C~. l~ 9.th fouu,d 
it at Crab Orchard again, and the 10th at Dick river, and the 11th at 
Hickman's Bridge. .But one day now remained of the nine months 
since the regiment was mustered into service, a.nd its steps were turn
ed towards home. Arriving in Cincinnati on the night of the 12th 
of July, it remained, at the request of General Burnside, for special 
duty until the 19th, enjoying ~n. the g~ero\,\s hQapitality Qf the 
citil5ens, when a final move for &ov-idenoe W-a& matfe. 1t" aztrived 
there on the 22d, and was warmly :received. A salute was ~q by 
the Marine Artillery ; the str-eets wer-e lined wi*11 w-aiting ftlfii.d~, 
flags were hung out all along the line of mare~, handkm-chlffl ""le 
wa,ing everywtiere, and boq_uets aad WU&tlHi wer.e r(lattered 'With 
libeml hlllld. Bsoort duty was petfomied t,y the 4~and (Ith ~gi
ments of Rhode Island militia, the former under Colonel Nelson Viall, 
and the latter under Colonel James H. Armington. The procession 
marched to Exchange Place : the men stacked arms, and repaired to 
Howard Hall. where an ample collation had been provided and served 
up by L. H. Humphreys. A blessing upon the repast was invoked. by 
Rev. Dr. Swain. . Governor Smith gave a warm welcome to the regi
ment, and thnnk9d officers and won tor the -serviaes . they llad ~t1der
ed on the ield. Colonel Brown responded in an admirable speech, 
deic;ril;)ing briefly the work the ;regiment had d,l.pe. ,m4 J>,redi<1tµig 
the re-union of •1a mighty nation, whe15e MJ.lUJ will be mQ.fe e, slµ~d 
for e~ery citizen than was ever Rome in her pro-q~si ~ay"t l'.he 
repast over, the men were dismissed until the following week, when 
they were mustered oq.t of lltln'l®.. · 

The Chaplain's office, as in other r~giments, was of manifold char
acter. Beside~ pplforming his spicitual duties, be acted as postmas
ter to the regiillent, an important tmd highly respQWlibl~ 111,bOJ'; Jµid 
as he was supposed to know cve~ing, and to posseu •billtJ to 
command anything wanted, fi.P endlei~ v~rlety of q'\letitionfl wet,., Jo 
be answered, '"l descr\ption& of artieles to be supplte!i, IP'l,d .U aorts 
of service to be rendered ; now distributing oomt'm1$ f;tom h~e, pd
dressed to his car~ ; now writing, or superscribing 'lettJts wt the 
men; now supplying yarn to some provident enough to dara their 
stockings, and now hunting uv a nail wanted for som.e tent !U'f~t}ge
ment ; and all going to sm~oth out wrinkles, neutralizt, exces,i af bile, 
increase content, and serve the interests of the country. The govern
ment can have no better olass of hel~ES in the 81'~ tJum ohaplain.11, 
whose heaf~ a.re full Pi j1)D.J>~, m,ii .w}lQ~ him~ ~re fgU 9f$~od 
wprkA~ 
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During the term of nine mo'ntbs, the regiment travelled 3600 milcR, 

li00 of which were on foot. Its record will compare l'i-\vur.ably with 

any other nine months regimf'nt whicl: has been in thC' :,,ervice during 

the war. Pr cviomly to its leaving Cincinnati, Gent:ral Burnside is

fiued the following commendatory order: · "On the departur e of the 

12th RPgiment Rhode Ii:land volunteers, at the expinliion of their 

term of enlistme!nt, the Commanding General wishes to express his 

regret at taking leave of soldiers, who, in their brief servic:e, have 

become veterans. Aft.er passing through experiences of grrat hard

l'lhip and danger, they- will return with the proud satii,faction that, in 

the ranks of their e:ountry's defenders, the reputation of their State 

bas not suffered in their hands." 

THIRTEENTH REGIMENT RHODE ISLAND VOLUNTEERS. 

This regiment was ordered by the Governor, for six months service, 

June 16th, 1863. Enlistment8 were commenced, and "Camp Smith" 

established on the Dexter Training Ground, Providence. August 

18th, the order was revoked, and the enlisted mett transferred to othel' 

regiments. 

~~- FOURTEENTH REGIMENT RHODE ISLAND VOLUNTEERS. 

V [This colored regiment was organized a~ heavy artillery, and num-. 

bers 1800 mm. l The commissione~ officers are white ; the non-com

missioned, colorrd. J 
:FJELD A~D STAFF OFFICERS,* 

· (Commissioned ana Non-commu.1iontJd,) 

Colonel-NELSON VIALL. 1st Lieutenant, 1st regiment R. I. de

tached militia, April 18th; 1861 :· Captain, id RI. rc~in wnt, June 1st, 

1861; Major of same, July 22d, 1861; Lieutenant Colonel of same, 

June 12th, 1862 ; Colonel of same, De<:tmber 13th, 1862; re!:'ignc,l. 

Lieutenant Colonel-Rrcnum SnAw. 
Major-JosEPR J, CoMSTocK, Jr • . Promoted from Captain i.n 3d 

R. I. H . A. 
Adjutant-JOSEPH C. \\THITI~G, Jr. 1st .Lieutenant, November 

~th, 1863. 

;/ff The list of officers was incomplete at the time this page was printed. 

All the appointees had not then presented themselves for examination. 

75'1 f:Jw, VI- W • Ho vvt 

o} Y~ · 

/st. "£11-7, «· ~, L-, lf .. 
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Quartermaster-JOHN B. PIERCE. 1st Lieutenant, October 27th, · 

18G3. 
Surgeon-B,u,oN"I CAltl'ESTEH .• 

As::;;i:,tan.t Surgeon-.JosEPH H. DRAPER. 

Capt1tins -Jorl .Metcalf, Jr., Thomas W. Fry, George Bucklin, 

George \V. Cole, Heury Simon. 

First Lieutenant;;-Thomas B. Bl'iggs, John B. Pierce, (Quarter

master,) Phanncl E. ni:;hop, Jo<ieph ~- \Vhitin .g, Jr., (Adjutant,) 

Zephaniah Brown, Charles H. Case, Charles H . Mumford, A. H. 

Barker. 

Srcond Lieutenants-1<~. F. A1Jorn, Charles H. Potter, George ·wee

den, Rowland R. Jlnzarcl, C.cor~e II. Burnham, \iV alter F. \\'heeler, 

Daniel J. Yiall, Charles l'. Gay. 

This rcgimL 'nt of 1800 men was organized under a generaJ order oC 

Governor fonith, by l'olond ~ el..;on Viall.• The enlistments begun in 

August, 1863, fln<l on th(' 281h of the same month the firtit company 

was my.,stered in "Camp Frt ·mont," on the Dexter Training Ground, 

Provi~nce. In the course of a few weeks a battalion was enlisted, 

which was subsequently e~r.anded to a regiment. In Septembei:. four 

companir>S were transferrc·J. to "Camp Bailey," on Dutch Island, and 

from time to time, were followed by others, where they were thor

oughly drilled in company, battalion and ·regimental movements. 

Hen', too, as mentioned in the introduction, daily details were em

ployed in working upon the fortifications, which the State was erect

ing under the authority of the general government, for the protection 

of Narragansett Bay. With tlw excfption of about seventy-five 

draftecl men, the reµ-irnent is composed of volunteers, and its general 

material may be judged of by the small numbe{ of deaths (four) and 

desc1·tions ( ele\·en ), from th e commencement of it~ organizati,m up to 

December 3d. The natiYity of the men is as varied as the shades of 

their complexion, representing ctght Stutes of the U.ni<m, besides sev

eral rebel State,.;, Cuba, llavti, nml the isles of the Carribt-an Sea. 

The average height of the tfr!,t i-.ix companie1;> as ascertained by mea

surement, is a little unr five f0ct seven inches, and the average age 

of thC' same men i.s a fraetion more than twenty-foul' years. They are 

>if Colonel Viall sern ·d a:, a private in the Mexican \Yar, under his per-

sonal friend, tlrn late 1.:pkrncl Sloenm, then Cnptain, and was µ:-omc•ted 

succcssin:ly to ,·orpnral and scrg< ' ant in the rc:.!ular service. At tho 

h1caki11g: out of 1 hc rel)ellion, he was Lieut•·nant Colo11el of the Providence .& 
Arrillcr.v. Upon ti](' ('all of the PrPsic.lcm for 7:'i,OUOmen,hl'rnlsec!acom- 9 

pan.r, the command of whil'h he def'lilled. hopin~ to lu ·ep all tbr. oflkcrs 

as they stood in tl11.; 1nilitia, wl1i1·h wa.,; done. Ile was appointed First 

Lil•utc11ant in comfHW.\' J:, Cnpruin ~idiolm, Van ~lyl'~. mid i-crved mlti! 

the scco11d rcg:imenr of n.Jlu111ecrs was ordered to be rniscd, wl11•n, in ac

eordanc·e with tl~c wis!i 0f Colund :--Joc·um, he was cornrni:,,:ioned C,1ptair1 

of C11mµany L) He w1:1s :--nec·cssivcly commi-i-ioncu l\1ajor, Lieutenant 

Colonel ancl Colom! of th1' rf'/.dment. After the batrle of Fredcrkksburg 

he rcsi!rne<.l, nnd when the colon;1l regimcllt was organized, Im "·as placed 

in c.om.mantl. 
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well formed, widl ''Btrb!:I~ Md compact frnmes, qu.ick to leam, yielding ready obedience to orders, and in all respects' giving promise of great •power in the field. For the succe8s with which the experiment of organizing and preparing fot service the first ·colored regiment 9ent from Rhode Island, 1'ince 1776, has been attended, great credit is due t<> Colon~l Viall, who, from iit8 -iinoeptioa, -devoted himself lUltiringly to the work. 
Among the agreeable incidents of the _ island life of the regiment wan,. il:ag presentation, whioh.&ecurre:d Novi:!tnber 19t'h. A cloudless B'k)' m1d a genial, atttilnitial attnosphE;!te, heightenea the enjoymcn,ts or the occasion to those who, by invitation of His Excellency Governor Smith, were permitted to witness the scene. 

, The ~isitors n~mbend nGt J.eR·s ~ban three hundred, and ·comprised His E~ceUen-ey ·th13 Govomor, an.d ~,a gentlemen of his personal ,and t}le general staff, (includll,lg Colonel J:. H. Almy of New York,) His Honor the Lieutenant Governor, a portion of the staff of the Major GeMtal, the Bri~adier (}en.mus and members of their staff 0, several Ooltmels o-1':the 8tate :militia, the P1l'O'VOst Mar8hal of'the First Di~
trlot, me-nibers ol the General A:ssem'bly ·-antl --0f the city -gov-emments o-f Provid'ence and N e-Wport, .the besitloot ·-(jf Btown U nivel,J'ity, a number of our ·eity ·Clergy, and a few -Od.ffir invited gu~i"' The rutcell~t ,Amltt-ioon .Bt-1uu1 lland WM -tus-0 dh '.b~d, and contributed much ~te ·the ,;l~eui'e of the oocMion. 

The '.Mon~Uer 'l~ft 1he'.r 'Wharf'ip Providence about 10 o'c'lock, 1lftd proceooed lown ·the1Jay. 'tblNlhiilg a.t Pottstnouth Grove and Ne1\'lport for a iew moments, ~ -t~ive additions to the already large number of df&tin.guished petosohs on M4Td. Leaving the latter pl'a.ce, the party ptoceeded ·around 'lre'av-er '-1'-ail, and a.s the steamer approached thefanillng at Butch-ls-'lal\d, -th'e Third Oavalry, under Lieutenant OtJ16tlal;Pa:Pkbl11'8t, -we~ observ-Od.-bdine on th-0 Op\)ositc bill-side of Oonaniou.t. The bright .. 61'tbres flashed in the stmhght as they were _ brotigh!t to 't\ -s«ln~ when th:e· distinguished p~:rty wore nea:rest to the thither ·s-hbtte. ·AWut-1 ·&' o~k ·the ·boat reaohed the wharf at 1Dutch l~bmd, -IUld the Gowmor reeeived the u1Hral salute of fifteen : guns, fife« urieer ·the direction ef Maj0r Cotn~tock. Lieutenant Chadea H. Potter, ,(officer of the ·-day) was st11tioned at the landing in 
command of a -ObmpM'l7. ·,data~ to 'receive the visitors. · Colonel Viall c11me <>nboatd, and welco~d His Excellency and those accom
panying him to the Lsltllld, aiter which theilln.ding was made in the fo),lowing ~rder : . W 

ComtnanderJ.in-Chief and 15taft Majt'>'l' Gt:n;lernl's Staff, :Bri!_a'-a<lier Generals and Staffs, Atljutant General ·and Staff, Quartermaster General anc,l Staff, Payni&Bter Gem:iral and Staff, Members of the Legis
lature, Invited Guest•· -Upon -movmg to the ' hill, -whieh ' furmi! an admirable parade ground, the 'regiment was seen. formed .' in ~line. When the Colonel had taken 'hls ~ositfon 1n the centre oNhe column, 0-ne company W!bS taken from the ftarrk at right ·shou'ldenihift ih eolumn of platoon, field music in front, foUdwed 'by the band, Th1s (lompany proceeded to the Colonel's IIeadqtiij.rter.s, ·nnd crune up left into line. The Color Bearer, preceded ·by a. Lieu,~enant and f9llo:w-e.d b-y (1 Sergeant, received the color, and retuntetl, followM by iho tieutenant and Sergeant, the Com-
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pany pr~entb-.g 'arms on 'his appesnuo.e, and t'he dmm.s :beating •'1:o 

the colo'r.... The Company wheeled into oo1umn·otplatoon ·atehoul ... 

der arms, and mar ched in quick time, difecting ' their m&J!c-h to a pomt 

160 paces in ftont of tbe right tiank of the !'e~ent, and then on a 
line parallel with the Regiment, until Of posite ihe centre, when the 

head of the column twned te .the left, guide ilight (directing ftank on 

a line with cent.re of Regiment) and ha1ted twenty pace.a ia frc.nn of 

the Oolonel. The Oolar bearer pa&~d ·by tlJe right tlank, !Pld -p:re

sented Colors to the Governor -The Compan,1 retire4 ~ .the iJ.eft and 

rear to its position in line, the Brmll remain.mg with-~ Go~or. 

The Governor then presented the 8tandu-4 :to -0~'1 Vfa.11. t&eeolU• -

panieqJ;>y the fdllowiug brlef address-: . ' 

C<>loJ 'Yiall, OJ/leers <ffltl Alma of fh6 'Fou~th : . 

It aff'ords me -much pleasure to pYes.ent to y~UT,regm\elit, fflU' P.mn, .. 

teenth •'-Co11ps d·Afri.que," this flag, and ·:'I feel .oon:fld,ent it will be 

entrust~ to as ·bra'\'e JJ1en as ever entered.,the aenioe in .defenoo .of 

our country and its 'libenies. And I -le¢ -atSUfeil that Wit one thought 

will occupy t~ mind &l every ·man in ihe tegfm.ent, lltlld that thought 

is, oier ·cmmtl'y. Let this flag 'be yow: lbeaoon light, 'its lt,ars ever 

to shine. II now surrender -it to ,-aur keeping. ·Let it,11lustory ~ 

Rhode Island's history. .J 

Colbnel Viall, in behalf of the Fourt:eenth, espressed b.i.$,·thank•t~ 

the beautiful -stand of colors, and -promi-sed that it should ~be pteseiv-.. 

ed from dishonor or diE1graee. The ·ftag would ibe a. pe-rpetual re
minder · of His Excellency, and his zealous a.ud untiring effarq; to 

promote the welfare of the regiment, and would incite · to ·noble deeds 

wherever in the battle's front it might be unfw:led. · 
After the reception of the colOl's by the : Colonel, and the psssage of 

the same to th~ uolor bearer, the -Colonel ordered '•P~e$ent Arms,"' the 

music playing "to the Color," while the Sergeant took "liis ·post in 

line. The Cdlor Company i8 u.nder the oomman.4 ,ot,.,._.captain .Buck,. 

Im, and the Color Sergeant is Jdhn Van -Sl;ke. 
The (foyernor then introduced to the regimen~n. H.B. Anthony, 

as "the man to whom you have got to 'look. · f~ your increased pay/• 

Senatol' Anthony-then addressed the men m ·an earnest and ,patri

otfo strain, expressing his gratification with ·theil excellent appeal.' .. 
ance r and int1mating that he should fuijll hit duty in ·the ma*"' 

touching the pay -of the colortid -aoldiers. He ,spoke of tbe ·ooloNd 

regiment raised by Rhode Island in the War of ·the Revolutfon. that 

under Colonel Obrist'opher Greene, received. and merited -the praise of 

General Washington. -He thought . he riske!a nothing in -sayi»g that 

this regiment would recclve equal justice from -the :President.ad t\Je
Federal Government. The man who -wore the ·uniform of the Unlted 

States, who followed the stars and stripes tD th~ field of battle, eould 

never become a slav e, but tlirou~hout our tJr~d land, e-veey man 

made in the image of his Creator, would -.tand forth in the libett;y 

with ·which his Creator had endowed him. 
Senatol' An.th-ony WM followed by the 'Right Reverend Bishop 

Ulark, R ev. Dr . . Edw~d B. H.111, Rev. Dr. Barnas Sears, Presid-(>nt 

of Brown University, ·and Rev. Dr. Leonard Swain, in brief and-elo

quent speeche s, setting forth the mission of the eolered race in this 

war, the value of time to a 88ldier, the practical issues of :the great 
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866 RHODE ISLAND 

struggle. watched by the whole civilized world, and the great princi• 

ple of inalienable rights set forth in the Declaration of Indrp<. '1Hlenee. 
w hieh the ccn•mony of the hour re-affirmed. ' 

The reg-ime:nt then broke into column and passed in review before 

theGovcrnor, making a very gratifying appearance, antl receiving 

hearty applause from the spectators as thoy passed by. A half hour 

more was spent in looking over .the grounds, .calling upon the various 

ofli.cers of the regiment, and inspecting the progre,.,s of th,~ fortifica

tions, which wus quite satisfactory. Tlie Governor, for the nonce, 

became an urtillcrist, and sent u few shells and i,olid shot acro:-s tho 

harbor, giving cvi<lence of his ability in that direction, and the effcc

ti \·cncss of the works to resist a hostile invasion of our soil. 
At J o'clock the steamer's whi8tle summoned the visitors on~oarcl, 

where many found, to their surprise and gratification, that the last 

it('m n<.'ccs~ary to make the day one of the most plea8nnt in all their 

experience, had been attended to. This was a generoni- and ample 

collation got up under the direction of the well known catner, Mr. 

L. II. Humphreys. ,vhile the visitors '\\'ere. discussing the content::; 

of the table8, the boat put off, going around the North end of Conan
icut, and down tQ Newport. On her return, she passed near the 

ships occupied by the Naval School, the members of ,vhich gave 

hearty cheers, which were returned from the decks of the :Mont

pelier with interest. In the outer harbor, she passed under the stern 

of the captured blockade rwmer, Robert :E: Lee, whid1 put in 

for coal, while on the way to Boston in charge of a prize cre,v:, 

After chcerLng the gallant tars, and receiving a suitable rc"pon .•;e, the 

. boat turned her prow hon1eward, (stopping a few moments at Ports

mouth Grove) and arrived in the city about seven o'clock. A de-

tachment of the :Marine Artillery, st~tionecl on the Fall llivcr Com

pany'fl \\'harf, under command of" M(;jor General Pierce, greeted the 

urrival of the distinguished party by a !.--alute of fifteen guns. 
On the 7th December, a battalion of the regiment, numbering CtOO 

mrn, left the island under Major Comstock, came up to l;rovidcnce, / 

and weut temporarily into camp at "Camp Fremont," preparatory to . 
proceeding to N e\V Orleans. On \V £>dnesday, December Vth, the col-

ored ladies of Providence prPseute<l the battalion with a ha]l(l:-orne 

flag of yello,v silk, bearing the artillery symbol, cross cnnnons, :, ur
mounted by th2 lettt:rs, "U. S.," and bclo,,· the regimental (lesigna-

tion, ... 14th Regiment R. I. II . .A." Governor Smith, )..,i(:Utt llnnt, 

Governor Padelford, M,1jor Ge11cral Robbins, Adjutant Gl'ncrul ::\Ltn-

rnn, His Honor Mayor Knight, a.n<l a large concour:se of t-.JH.?etators 

were present. The presentation address ,-..as rn~Mr. ,John T.:..~-

\\'aug-h. a colored nativeorV"ugG.iia, ill much ffc ,;;poke ol tl1t -cc)'i"i'w

t:lo'fr-:ii~paT)ihbes of hIB race, 1:mct-"nie opportunity now affun1cll for 

it:,, vi1idication. "\'ou arc expected," he :,aid, "to do your utmo~t 

t-0 wij'JC out the foulest blot which stains our lnntl. Ste to it that 

1tist<)1'y v,rit1'H that you nobl:,, sustui.ne<l the honor of the flag." 

The spcn kc.'i-then handed the banner to 8crgeo.nt J ()lm Jenkins, uf 

('.Ornpa11y A, who briefly an(l hrmdsomcly rc~ponclccl, Hr, in turn, 

handed i~ to Major Comstock, who, on recciving it, thanked the larlies 

for the gift, and exprcsst•(l himself proud to he an oili.cer in a colored 

"re~ime.nt. 
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Work at Library p 

WILLIAM H. PROPHET, 88-year-old father of Sculptress Nancy Eliza
beth Prophet, proudly examines for the first time two heads car~ed 
in wood by his daughter, loaned by the Rhode Is!and School of J?~s~gn 
Museum to the Providence Public Library for its _current exlpb1t10n 
devoted to Negro art and literatu~e~ 
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N._egro F afh;~: 81J~,.,.Se·~C F a;(.,"tiJs· "A·'! 
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Daughter's Work at tibtary ' 
1 

Three Heads by Former R. I .. School of Design 
Student Are on Display in Current Show of 

Art-products of Her Rae(:! 

William E. Prophet left his work pleased when she learns about 
of cleaning up the backyard of his this." 
home at 112 Benedict Street, one The two wooden busts, called "Ne-

' sunny afternoon last week, to pay gro Head," and "Discontent," were 
a visit to ihe Providence Public Li- taken from the case by library 
brary. workers and a third head. done in 

The 88-year-old Negro spryly white marble,· and called, "Silence," 
climbed the steps of the Central Li- was brought from the second floor 
brary on Washington Street, entered exhibit case, where it was on dis
and paused before the large glass ex- play, for the old man's inspection . 
hibit case in the first floor hallway. He ran his lean fingers over the 

"So" he said softly "That's what wooden pieces and said shyly, "She 
they look like. First 'time I've ever made a mask of my face once. I 
seen them." Looked just like me, too." s 

. The statuary that has brought Miss c 
Ins1de the case were two heads, Prophet fame in the art world is t , 

carved in_ wood by his da,ughter, I owned by the Rhode Island School of 
Nancy Ehzabeth Prophet, wno was Desirrn Museum and was loaned to h 
born_ in Arctic Center in 1890. She the library for its 3-week exhibit, 1\1 
stud

1
e~ at the Rhode Island Scho?l now in progress, featuring nearly 50 n 

of Design b~fore she went to Pan~ books ab.out, and by, Negroes and y, 
where she hv~d from 1922 to 193° covering poetry, plays, fiction, biog- CE. 

and won cons 1derable fa;11e as . a raphy, sculpture, music and the thea
scu~ptre~s. ~~ter she taugn~ at Spil- ter. With the books are photographs, 
man Umvers

1
ty, Atlanta, Ga. magazine articles and newspaper of 

"She'll Be Pleased" . 
1 
clippings, arranged for the display by cl, 

"Daughter was home all Wiriter Miss Rose Karlin. acting head of the la 
until about three weeks ago," th<:{ library's art department. th 
artist's father told a bystande1·. Awarded First Prize p, 
"She's back at her studio in New If he had known where to look, the in 
York now," he $"aid, "but she'll b artist's father could have viewed his bi 

_ daughter's work as long ago as 1930 f. 

when the head, "Discontent," was , 
purchased for the museum by Miss 
Eleanor Green and VI:iss-Ellen D. , 
Sharpe. That work was awarded 1 

first prize in a competition conducted ; 
by the Newport Art Association . , 
Other sculpture created by Miss Pro- t 
phet was bought before the war by ~ 

, the Automne Salons in Paris, and the 1 
Whitney Museum in ~ew York gave r; 

the 6artist its Otto H.~ahn Award in c 
1929 for a ·work called "Congolaise" v 
¢.one i_n wood and stone. . p 

But his daughter's fame has al
ways bewildered her slight, shy 1\1 
father. He doesn't like to talk very Z< 
much, ,and he'd rather be raking his · , 
backyard than answering questions rn 
in an art gallery or at an exhibit. ef 

, When the librarians put the statu
:lry back into the cases, they offered Cc 
:o show William Prophet around the rt 
Juilding, but he declined. th 

"That's a real nice thing," he said. cl 
1odding his head toward the exhibit R: 
~ase. "Thank you for showing me 
~verything. But now I'd better get T 
Jack home to my work." 

----~---- ... --

C 



c. R. Gross, M. D. 1957 

Sculptress 
I ,,,.. I 

" I _, I 1 

Nancy Elizabeth Prophet* born in Artie Center, R . I. 
Elementary education in R. I., R. I. School of Desig n, 
Providence, ·R. I., Studied in Paris, France, 1922 to 
1935 (L•Ecole des Beaux Arts)< Credit Prov. Evenin~ 
Bulletin Feb . 1930) where she won fame as a Sculptress. 
Later she taught at Spellman University, Atlanta, Ga., 

A wood sculpture, Head of a Negro received a special 
prize of $250 .00 in the exhibition of work of Negro 
Artists at the International House, 500 Riverside 
Drive , N. Y., under the auspices of the Harmon 
Foundation and the Commission on Race Relations of 
the Federal Council of Churches, also of N. Y. 

Cred its: Prov. Ebening Bulletin, Feb. 1930 ~.. :t;J ~ ~- ~c> 
. Nancy Prophet, Prov. Journal, April 23, 1945. 

Elizabeth Propl;tet 
Sculpfure--'f>me Winner 
/}\l!iW 

Elizabeth Prophet. 

A wood sculpture, "Head of a Ne
gro," by Elizabeth Prophe~ of War-· 
wick, R. I., has received a special 
·prize of $250 in the exhibition of work 
by Negro artists at the International 
House, 500 Riverside Drive, uncler the 
auspices of the Harmon Foundation 
and the Commission on Race Rela
tions of the Federal Council of 
Churches. Miss Prophet, who is the 
daughter of a Narragansett Indian 
father and a Negro mother, has been 
a, student at L'Ecole des Beaux Arts 
in Paris. 

&~ 73 1 ~ -1 s- l c 
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i Sculptress, Dies 
i Suddenly at 70 

Miss Nancy E. Prophet, 70, 
· of 112 Benedict St. a , Rhode 
~ Island -sculptre ss, die'd suddenly 
· yeste r day at her home. Dr. Ed-
1 win Vieira, medical exammer, 
) said death resulted from a E 

l heart attack . 
Miss Prophet studied at the 

Rhode Island School of Design 
before she went to Paris where E 
she lived from 1922 to 1935, and 
where she gained public acclaim 
in her art form. Later she 
taught at S1iilrnan Univ~rsity 
in Atlanta, Ga. . 

Sculpture . created by _ Miss 
' Prophet was bought prior to 
· World War II by the Automne F 

· Salons in Paris. In 1929 the 
Whitney Museum in New York 
gave Miss Prophet its Otto H . 
Kahn award for a work called 
"Congolaise, " done in wood and 
stone. 

Work done by Miss Prophet . F 
purchased by the Rhode Island 
School of Desikn includes two 

· wooden busts called ''Negro 
: Head" and "Discontent" and a 
t third clone in white marble 
· ·called "Silence." The ,vork 
; called · "Discontent'' ·was award- F 

ed first prize in a competition 
conducted by the Newport Art 

1 Association. 
Miss Prophet was bt;>rn in 

Arctic Center in 1890, the 
daughter of the late William 
E. Prophet. 

Her body last night was at 
the state morgue waiting for ; 
some relative to claim it. Au - Ir 
thorities said they were having 

1 difficulty findin g a relative to 
ta ·e charge , r · l;e foneral. It 
hatf not been r1.scertained Who V j,. 
hi;:t· LI' \ h· q are. . 
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Ebeneezer Baptist Church Pastor 
Taking Assignment in Virginia · 

_The Rev. Wallace J. Cook,':the Blac~ Leadership Coalition in Chester, Pa., in 1961. While at 
pastor of Ebenezer Baptist I of Rhode Island. · Barkt..~dale he was c:!,Ssistant 1 

Ohurch for about seven years, He also is on the board of the mini$ter and Christian education 
today announce ·<}. his resignation American Baptist' Churchmen's director at New -.Bethel _ Baptist 
to accept · the pastorate · of :Bla_ek Caucus; editor , of the Church in Marshall; Texas . . • I Ebenezer Baptist Church in newsletter of the black He taught physical sciences at 
Richmond, Va. Ame:vican Baptist group, and a Roosevelt Junior High (School in 

· Mr. Cook said he . will leave board member for both Ban~ Philadelphia for a year after 
Providence on June 13 and 

1
take _nister House ~nd the Community receiving his divinity degree, 

up his new duties in Richmond Organization of Providence. and came to Providence after 
July 4. Holder of a degree in dental pastora1:es _ in Norriston and 

He added that his ret3ignation .•.surgery from Ho ,ward ~ardley, Pa. 
had been accepted by the :University's College of Den- During · his Provide n c e 
Providence church at a meeting :tistry, Mr. Cook also has served pastorate · the Ebenezer · church 
last Sunday. as staff ·dentist at the Joseph acquired the property of the 

Since coining to Providence in _Samuels ciinic for children at Cranston · Street-Roger Williams 
1964, Mr. Cook has been active Rhode . Island Hospital and at the Baptist Church through . an , 
in both denominational and in- Mary Fogarty School Clinic of unusual transfer of property. 
terdenominational affairs. the Provid _ence public schools. A predominantly white con- · 

He is president of the Mr:_ Cook was ·an . Air Force gregation, the Cranston Street-- . 
Ministers' Alliance of Greater dentist with the rank of captain Roger Williams Church also 
Providence and Vicinity; a at ·Barksdale AFB, Shreveport, transferred $17,600 in endow
irector of the Urban Coalition La., for four · years before enter- ment .funds to the Ebenezer con
f Rhode Island and member of ing Crozer Theological Seminary gregation and then disbanded. 

r 

{ 

l 
l 

t 
• 

The Ebenezer B a p t i s t 
Church;s former house of wor
ship at 135 Dodge St. has since 
been leased to the Providence 
Corporation for its_ head
quarters. 

Mr. Cook has serv~d as vic·e 
president of the United Baptist 
Convention . of Massachusetts . 
and Rhode Island ; on the board 
of managers and executive 
board of the Rhode Island Bap
tist State Convention; the board 
of the Urban League of :Rhode 
Island and of Interfaith Action 
for Job Equality, · and as .a lec
turer and field education super
visor · at . Andover Newton 
Theological Sc.hool. 

Born in El Reno, Okla., July 
14 1932, Mr. Cook is a graduate 
of' Arizona State University . . 

He is married and has a 
daughtet, Cheryl Louise, 7. 



• Mr s. M ary H . Di cker so n Mr s. J osephin e St. Pi err e Ru ffin 

THE HISTORY OF THE NORTHEASTERN FEDE~ATION . 

A call was sent out by Mrs. Mary H. Dickerson of Newport, R. I., 
in 1 896 for a meeting to organize a s·ectional group, according to in 
structions from our first National organization which had met pr evi 
ously in Boston in 189 5. 

This meeting was held at the residence of Mrs. Josephine St . 
Pierre Ruffin, · 103 Charles St., Boston, Mass., on June 3rd, 1896 . 
The outgrowth was the formation of the New England Federation of 
Women's Clubs, which soon extended its borders from Maine to the 
District of Columbia and its name then became the Northeastern F e d 
eration of Women's Clubs with Mrs. Mary H. Dickerson as its fir st 
president. 

Representatives from the followin g clubs formed the New En g
land Federation,--The Women's Era of Bo ston, Mass., Women ' s 
Newport League of Newport, R. I., Women's Loyal Union of New 
Bedford, Mass., Ruth's Circle of Boston, Wayman Club of Ev e ret t , 
Mass., Tanner Club of Chel sea , Mass., and the Lend-A-Hand Circl e 
of Boston, Mass. 

P. ~14 

l 
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Memoria[ to Husband 

A French stone cottage at Newport, R. I., was offered 
as a memorial and shrine for documents and histories of 
the Negro race, at the thirty-first annual convention of the 
Northeastern Federation of Women's Clubs, in Washing 
ton. 

The offer was made by Mrs. Louise M. Fayerweather, 
delegate from Brooklyn, to perpetuate the memory of her 
husband, George H. Fayerweather. The cottage, at 40 
Corne Street, Newport, was for many years the Fayer
weather · home. 

The only stipulation Mrs. F ayerweather makes is that 
should the Federation ever be dissolved, the property would 
be give~ to the City of Newport. 
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Hom e Office Bllildin g - Thir d an d Clay Sts., 
Rid rn1ond, Va. 

South er11 1\id 
Society of 

Virgi nia , .:nc. 
takes pleasure in ara1oun cing 

that, as a syn1bol of furth er 

progre ss, it b egan on Sept e1nbe r 5, 

1932, the fi,rst anniver sary of th e 
occupancy of its ne ··w H onie ()£:!ice,., 

huilding, issuing all n1oder n 
lS of Inter1nediat e Lif e In surance with pr e111iu1ns payable 
terly~ scn1i-au.nually and annually. With its pr e~cnt Snp,-;
Disahility Poli cies~ paying ,veekly b enefi ,ts for ~icl:JH?t~s 

accident, and all 1nodern f orn1s of Indu strial Li fe In~ur
' the ne ·~r addition - Int er111cdiatc Insurance - ,r i U enable 
Corporation to offer to the public a co111ple te in 3ura~Jre 

.ce at the lo,vest pren1iun1 charge at ·wbich saf e in ~u.rance 
~·ction can he sold. 

This Corporation therefore has greater cau se f 01· stat ing th at 
ice person ,,Tithin its territory is properly 111sured if h e does 

.carry a SOU'fHERN ALO POLICY CON·TRAC11. 

/ uthern Aid Society of Virginia, - Inc. 
Home Office: THIRD AND CLAY STREETS , RICHI\IOND, V1RGI:\lA 

i~ II E A.LTH AND ACC l _i) EN1 1 INSUR _-\:\ CE: 
I • 

\ 
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'Cranston Street: Baptis Church Solcl;\. 
. . . . . 

• . • ._· ,. ; ·- •.• ~I 

Th~ Negro congregation of the p.roperty· of the . Cranston . excepted~--. to-~ .the Ebenez·~r-: · . 
, the Ebenezer Baptist Church Street-Roger Williams Baptist · Bcl.ptiSt Church . for <$10,GOO. 

'will take . over early in June · Church. built · in 1892,. and in January~ effectiv~ 0J1 · &r,, 
~--..--..---------- the .white Crans-ton Street - •, . . · . 

congregation will disband. · about June l. · Value of' tlie . ' 
This . Was announced yester- parsonage · and the church ··is>:• 

a.ay ~rom · the pulpit ·. of' : the listed · in the R.I. Baptist Con- · 
Cranston Street Church · by ven,tiOn yearbook, at $350,000. ~ 
the Rev. Maurice ;L. Holder, .. The NegrQ: co:r;igf~gation~. 
pastor, ·and from that' of the --·\.-which h~d be~n planntng :, to 
Ebertez~~ Baptist ChurcQ. ··,by " · 1;,re·ak _ gro-µnd . :this spring , -C>n: 

J the 'Rey~ Wallace J .. Cook •. ·_ ·an expans ·ion prq-gram '.~t -·its _· 
pastor • . , . . ·. ~ -._ 135 .Doqge-· St~,._, locatic>n,i·, ac- ·. 

. Th .e Cranston Street .con-' . cepted the ·-Offer~ :A ' sale-·,:ancf ·,. 
1 gregation, faced with . ateaduY · purchase - ~greernent · . was .. , . 
I declining membership, oftered ·_· signed ,on Saturday. - ; /- . 
1 its proper.ty,. ,the .. parsonage June 6 is the scheduled date ·, , ·.·.; · · · , · fo f orn1al · transfer :bf ~-th~-.. 

title ~and .execution ' 
10,0f .·, 1:"h·~ ·., ~ I 

d.eed. The -··cransto .n .· Street·· ', . ., ~ 

Roger · Willi~ms . Church !·.·. will : 
_··dissol\!e officially .. after ·--a .·uni~ '.: 
. fled servlce Qf ·the ' .two ·con- .: 
gregations on June 8 . .. ·. :_ ·· .. ' ., ·-., " 

... ~ 
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SOUVENIR PROGRAM 
T~,~+r1-
Whir'ly ~trnnh Annual Olnnncntton 

nf the 

N nrthtastcrn 1f thttatinn 
of 

Bnman's lluhs 

ORIGINAL PICTURE 

This quaint old house in Corne Street , Newport, R. I., has been offered to this 

body by Mrs. Louise Fayerweather, of Brooklyn, for use as a repository of 

the history of the colored race in memory of her late husband. 

Mount Zion A. M. E. Church 

Newport, R. I. 

JULY 18TH TO 20TH 1928 
P-t=t± r 

THE FEDERATION IS THE GUEST OF THE NEWPORT 

WOMAN'S LEAQUE 

MOTTO: 

"For God and Humanity" 



OFFICIAL DIRECTORY 

f. President-Miss Elizabeth C. Carter, 211 Park St., New Bedford, 
1st Vice President-Mrs . .Alice D. ~eet.t,..,~co ., fro--stDn, as""'_A:;;J4~'1"/,1"1"' 

~ 2nd Vice President-Mrs. Florence V. Lopez, 135 Cushing St., Providence, R. I. B 
~ 3rd Vice President-Mrs. Emma Benton, 585 Orchard St., New Haven, Conn . 
Ji 4th Vice President-Mrs .. ~ucr ~ctia Free~a} , 4§j .Herkim~r St., Brooklyn, N . Y. t1 
.!( 5th Vice President- ~ . W~ • New Jersey . U 

6th Vice President- Pennsylvania . U 
7th Vice Pre9iEiel'l-t Mi-s. Katie e . Gouclloc, 16 ., . .. as 1111gfo i1, D .C. U 
8 iG- ·""'l'"\.....,..i-Ele-i:tt-M-. m rt<, i --6-Bcrml , Ma. AL' .... /4 / . 11 
9th Vice President-Mrs. ~- h,tterr,-¥09- ., -lmi-n~ 5!~ 

\C Presideot- Canad~. 
,C Recording Secretary-Mrs . Susi e I. Amos, 62½ Dixwell Ave ., New Haven , Conn . . 
t Asst. Secretary-Mrs. Fre~ 3 ampbell, 57 Somerset St., Taunt on, Maq 
,- Financial Secretary-Miss ~~~frir)s ou-, -+5-8-Leff rts Pl :;- Brooklyn, . Y. t,J"t:~ ~ 

,. Treasurer-Mrs. Eva Bernard, 53 Saville St., Cambridge, Mass. 

i Chairman Executive Board - Miss Roberta Dunbar, 58 Winter St., Providence, R.I. 
1' Organizer-Mrs . Mary Gardiner, 53 Parker St ., Cambridge, Mass . 

~ Auditor-Mrs. Carmen P oyas, 820 Richmond St., Plainville, N . J .i/ Al_ I J ' 
~iav,iain lofos Esther 13tadley, 5'11 HeP:tofner ., ro ok yn , . . y lf,b(t,~ 

'A Edi.tor - Mrs. Sarah Lee Fleming, 216 Dwight St., New Haven, Conn . 

DEPARTMENTS 
Arts and Crafts-Mrs. N ora Mumby, 11 Worcester St ., Boston, Mass . 
Bu sin ess-Mrs. Laura Hall Coll'ins, 95 Gainbridge St., Bro oklyn, . Y . 
Chi ld Welfare-Mrs. Isadore C. eernan, 5 Pierce Ave ., Everett, Mas . 
Citizenship - Mrs. E lizabeth Jeter Green , 86 Green St., New ondon, Conn. 
Domestic - Mrs. ~Qtt Jvfa1~P... 
Educati onal-Mis S. Ella Wil son , 4 Pelham St., Worceste ~ ss . // 
Race Hist ory-N~-€..l)e Pelham Washingt on, D. C. • 
Health and Hygien e-Mrs . Laurabelle McCoy , 600 Drchard St., w Haven , Conn. 
Junior Fecler~ti on- ~ dce J\hs, !005 13th St ., N. W ., Washing-

ton, D . C. vi../ • 
Legislative-Mrs. Mazie M . Griffin, 1725 Bainbr age St., Philadelphia, Pa . 

ew Haven, Conn. 
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Mr s. Mary H . Dick er on :--1 r s. J oscphin e St. Pi err e Ruffin 

THE HISTORY OF THE NORTHEASTERN FEDE;RATION. 

A call was sent out by Mrs. Mary H. Dickerso n of Newport , R. I., 
in 1896 for a meeting to organize a sectional group, according to in
structions from our first National organization which had met previ
ously in Boston in 1895. 

This meeting was held at the residence of Mrs. Josephine St. 
Pierre Ruffin, 103 Charles St., Boston, Mass. , on June 3rd , 1896 . 
The outgrowth was the formation of the New England Federation of 
Women's Clubs, which soon extended its borders from Maine to the 
District of Columbia and its name then became the Northeastern Fed
eration of Women's Clubs with Mrs. Mary H. Dickerson as its first 
president. 

Representatives from the following clubs formed the New Eng
land F ederation,--The Women's Era of Boston , Mass., Women's 
Newport League of Newport, R. I., Women's Loyal Union of New 
Bedford, Mass., Ruth's Circle of Boston, Wayman Club of Everett, 
Mass., Tanner Club of Chelsea , Mass., and the Lend-A-Hand Circle 
of Boston, Mass. 

l 



l'!ORTHEASTERN SONG 
Tune: "Battle Hymn of the Republic." 

Women from Northeastern Federation are here, 
We' re busy working "For God and Humanity". 
Girls soon will take our places in the great Northeastern, 
For we' re "Lifting as we Climb." 

Chorus 

Northeastern Federation, Northeastern Federation, 
Northeastern Federation, "For God and Humanity". 

From Maine to the District of Columbia , 
Our women are banded together, 
We're pleading the cause of our people , 
For we're "Lifting as we Climb" . 

-ELIZABETH C. CARTER. 

PROGRAM 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 18, 1928 

8: 00- 9 : 00 A. M. Brnakfast. 

gates. 

1 0 . 00 A. lM. Exccuti v c Buarcl-Meetmg. ., 

X 12:30P. M. 
I 2:30P.M. 
X 5:30P.M. 

8:30 P. M. 

Miss Roberta J. Dunbar, Chairman, Provi
dence, Rhode Island. 

Dinner. 

Executive Board Session. 
Tea. 

Special Program by Citizens of Newport. 

X Meeting Called to Order by the President. 
Prayer-Rev. Charles Stanley, Union 

Congregational Church. 
)C Selection by the Choir of Mt. Zion A. M. 

E. Church. 
· X Welcome to the Church-Rev. W. K. 

Hopes, ~ :;-or Mt. Zion A. M. E. 
Church. vro/4,tlj ~ • 

, '/. P~ano Solo-Miss Helen Speedwell. 0~ 
)( Address b~~ yor of he City,-M. A. 

, Sullivan. • · 
~~ Response. ~ ,~·--- ..... , .. 

Vocal Solo-Mrs.---Reeu ttt West !!/}/, 
Address in behalf of the Churches by Re ~ 

9-;;..,, X J. R. C. Pinn, Shiloh Baptist Church. 
~ • ~-M-rs. Loaisc Black-:
~,( Address-Mrs. Maude K. Wetmore 7 

~~ • Chairman Women's Republican Cjub. ,~ 

X Solo-Mr. Edward A. Jackson, Jr ~~ 
X Address-Congressman Clark Burdick. ~~ 

Address '8e:R-ator Williani E. \VhitehuuS'C". 

Violin Solo ~1iss Bet nice Jaek~ 
Address-Mentbe1 Otamber of Com- -. 
"""111e1ce. 

Collection. - ;J' / ~ • tJ7) 



PROGRAM 

Music by the Choir. 
;G Singing of the National Negro Anthem

"Lift Every Voice." 
}<-Benediction-Rev. L. F. Jeffries of Mt. 

Olivet Baptist Church. 

THURSDAY, JULY 19, 1928 

7: 30- 8: 30 A. M. Breakfast. 
~-Vt\-M Opening of Convention, Northeastern 

I a AvH:;. . Song . 

,X.. Miss Elizabeth C. Carter, President, New 
Bedford, Mass. 

)( Prayer led by Miss Esther Bradley, Chap
lain, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

JI Seating of delegates. 

J Singing. r-4/ ,;; . '-
~ Address of _W, e)com?;Yfb-Wt VU,e.i} • 

Response. ~ttY~, 
1' App ointment of Commitees. 

J<. Minutes. 

NOTES 

~Ht:H::::1H. 

PROGRAM \AN"'"""""jlA.1./I/TU./L:i.l 
Parliamentary Drill, Mrs. 

~eathbr, H1ooldyn, Fi-~. ¥+ 
Reports-Credential_ Committee, Organ

izer, Treasurer. ~-aRtl=n opfc, Arts and 
Crafts, , J\iiinisle1s~ 
U1iv:eo; ~i-¥@,- Northfield Fund, 

-1-ndas-k,(al, .Social SeMGe, Domestic Sci- } 
ence, A ·tor, Bus· e s." 

X~ u~ • 
Club Activities in New York, Pennsyl

vania, Rhode Island, Maryland. 
,,.t' Offering. 
~ Announcements. Adjournment. 

· 12: 30 P. M. Dinner. 

THURSDAY AFTERNOON 

2: 30 P. M. Song Service. 

Minutes. 
Reports, Conn., ~~;:::g:t::.t~~~- Mass. 
Music, Northeastern Song. 

,P.. Music. 
c::;:J~ Address-Dr. Marcus F. Wheatland. 
~ 1. Temperance-Mrs. ~tram:!thrl:tre-nr. -

• New Haven, Conn. '1!fil,rn~?A,1>-t"'J:.'.£,;, 

)( 2. Health and Hygiene-Mrs. Laura Belle 
McCoy, New Haven, Conn. 

Music. 
J<. Business-Mrs. Laura Hall Collins, Brook-

- N~w ;;rk. nl C' 
M us1c./~ ,W vn .'AA'I""'"'"~ 

,, Report...:..'"-tttnTm-i--eee¥-8~~ • 
j. Address-Miss H·elen Wheatland. 

: "/ Round Table. 
Of/xi,~ - - ·' · - . 1 . Education, Miss S. Ella Wilson, ·w or-

..,.~ cester, Mass. 

1' 2. Literature, Mrs. Linna Saunders, 
ew Haven, Conn . 

• 
, ~"~' ....,_ "<'l'"""""'<t ,r-"i'l'"""""\,--";r ~t=:ic::5c:lr-"ir-"ir-"i r-"ir-"ir-"i,--";r-"ir-"i,---;, ~,.........,......., \e>o-< 
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PROGRAM 
j Music. 

Conference, State Presidents. 
f Offering. 

)< Annou~cements. A~jou~ment. 
?' Inspection of Memonal. <:f~., 

5 :30 P. M. Tea. 

THURSDAY, 8:30 P. M. 

Musical Program. 
Symposium Suppression ef Lynchi'Flg

Dr. Adena C. E. Minott, New York. 

~ 

Music-~. NeHi-e e er mg ort. 
?( Address-M. A. Van Horne, D. D.S. 

Legislative ,l\41 s. Mazie l'vi. Griffin, Riila
delphia, Pa. 

J' Solo. 
Vocal Solo. 

,X Music. 
~ Announcements. Adjournment. 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 19, 1928 

,/ 6:45 A. M. 
7:45- 8:40 A. M. 

)' 8:45 A. M. 

Prayer Service. 

Breakfast. 

Song Service. 
Minutes. r 
Reports, Treasurer, Mrs. Eva Bernard 

' Cambridge, Mass.; Auditor Mrs. Car-
men, Poyas, Plainville, N. J. 

PROGRAM 

Club Reports. Concluded. 
Singing, Northeastern Federation Song. 
Election of Officers. 
Offering. 
Announcements~ Adjournment. 

12: 30 P. M. Dinner. 

FRIDAY AFTERNOON 
_ 

1 
?S 2 :30 P. M. Song Service. 

Music. 
Address. 
Music. 

'/,- Round Table. 
1fVU4 . r..~ . _ ,/ Child Welfare-Mrs. Isadora C. Free

- rJ-?', --- man, Everett, Mass. 
Music. /1 - 17 .X Mother Dept. ~. 
Publicity-Mrs. Sarah Lee Fleming, New 

Haven, Conn. 
Music. 
Round Table. 

Prison Reform. 
Social Service-Mrs. L. A. Pickney, 

Washing~on, D. C. 
Singing, Northeastern Song. 
Announcements. Adjournment. 

5:30P.M. Tea. 

FRIDAY, 8:30 P. M. 
Music. 
Prayer. 

· Music. 
Race History-Mrs. Gabrielle Pelham, 

Washington, D. C. 
Vocal Solo. 
History of Club Women. 
Music. 
Reading List of New Officers. 
Announcements. Adjournment. 
Reception. 
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[ NEGRO NATIONAL ANTHEM 
[ 
[ 

By J. ROSAMOND JOHN.SON_ 

Lift Every Voice and Sing 

Lift every voice and sing, Till earth and heaven ring, 
Ring with the harmonies of Liberty. Let our rejoicing rise 
High as the list' ning skies; let it resound loud as the rolling 

sea.-
Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us, 
Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us, 

Facing the rising sun of our new day begun, 
Let us march on till victory is won. 

2 

Stony the road we trod. Bitter the chast' ning rod, 
Felt in the days when hope unborn-had died. 
Yet with a steady beat, Have not our weary feet 
Come to the place for which our fathers sighed? 
We have come over a way that with tears has been watered; 
We have come, treading our path thro' the blood of the 

slaughtered; 
Out from the gloomy past, till now we stand at last 
Where the bright gleam of our bright star is cast. 

3 

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 
Thou who hast brought us thus far on the way, 
Thou who hast by Thy might, led us into the light 
Keep us forever in the path, we pray-
Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met 

Thee, 
Lest our hearts, drunk with the wine of the world, we forget 

Thee. 
Shadowed beneath Thy hand. l\1ay we forever stand 
True to our God, True to our Native land. 

OUR PRESIDENT 

;, 

Yours Sincerely 

Elizabeth C. Carter 



Memorial to Husband 

A French stone cottage at Newport, R. I., was offered 
as a memorial and shrine for documents and histories of 
the Negro race, at the thirty-first annual convention of the 
Northeastern Federation of Women's Clubs, in Washing
ton. 

The offer was made by Mrs. Louise M. Fayerweather, 
delegate from Brooklyn, to perpetuate the memory of her 
husband, George H. Fayerweather. The cottage, at 40 
Corne Street, Newport, was for many years the Fayer
weather home. 

The only stipulation Mrs. F ayerweather makes is that 
should the Federation ever be dissolved, the property would 
be give~ to the City of Newport. 
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ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTIETH 

ANNUAL REPORT 

of the 

PROVIDENCE SHELTER 

for 

COLORED CHILDREN 

ORGANIZED 1839 INCORPORATED 1846 



ADDRESS 

Care of The Urban League of Rhode Island 
433 Westminster Street, Providence, R. I. 

• OFFICERS • 

President 
Miss MILDRED A. MACKILLOP 

Vice-President 
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• SECRETARY'S REPORT • 

The Providence Shelter for Colored Children held seven meetings 
during the fiscal year May, 1958-May, 1959. 

A meeting was called on June 12th, 1958 to discuss the administrative 
aspects of the Clot hing Center for the distribution of donated articles, 
which had been promoted and ably carried out by Mrs. William Wiley 
at the John Hope Settlement House. A grant was given the John Hope 
Association covering salaries, insurance and incidentals, continuing this 
same work under the supervision of the John Hope Association, with 
Mrs. Wiley as worker. More than 250 children were aided in January, 
February and March of 1959. 

In continuing interest for scholarships, a Scholarship Aid Committee, 
under the Chairmanship of Mrs. Thomas Perry, was formed to consider 
requests and $500.00 was voted to be used for loans or scholarships, this 
fund to be brought back to an available $500.00 at the beginning of 
each fiscal year. Two students at the University of Rhode Island were 
assisted this year. 

Requests from a number of agencies for contribution to Building 
Funds were considered. To the Salvation Army Day Nursery $500.00 
was voted. The South Side Boys' Club Building Fund was given the 
same amount. 

The usual large number of toys and articles of clothing for colored 
children at the R. I. Children's Center were provided by the Committee 
which solicited and assem bled for wrapping at the First Baptist Church 
a fine array of Christmas gifts. Also 161 children at the John Hope 
Center were remembered at Christmas. 

Camperships to the amount of $325.00 were given. 

The main expenditure of funds, however, went to continue the Urban 
League Project for Family and Child Life begun last year to meet the 
need for preventive work in serious situations of neglect and delinquency. 
The sum of $3,500.00 was appropriated towards the salary of a League 
worker who would serve children, involved in serious trouble, referred 
by the courts, schools or individuals. An Advisory Committee of com
munity officials and agency workers has endorsed this effort. 

The Cons tit ution and By-Laws were carefully considered and studied 
over a long period by a Committee which brought in a final report on 
May 15th, 19.59 and the changes were unanimously approved and 
adopted. 

Respectfully submitted, 

GRACE W. REDDING, Secretary 

May, 1959 

• TREASURER'S REPORT • 

FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDED APRIL 30, 1959 

RECEIPTS 

Interest on Bonds and Dividends on Stocks. . . . $6,513.79 

Dues from Members. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21.00 

Contributions irom various organizations for 
Christmas Projects. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 137.00 

TOTAL RECEIPTS............................ ... $6,671.79 

DISBURSEMENTS 

Projects 
Urban League of Rhode Island - "Family 

and Child Life Project of the Providence 
Shelter for Colored Children". . . . . . . . . . $3,500.00 

John Hope Community Center - Clothing 
Center. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 981.50 

Scholarships-to two students at the Univer-
sity of Rhode Island. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17 4.00 

Interest-free Loans to students -
Two Loans made this year. . . $334.50 

Payments received on these loans 
and on loan made in previous 
year. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 375.00 

Net income for year. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40.50 er. 

Camperships -John Hope Com-

munity Center ............ . 
Urban League .. .......... . 

$200.00 
125.00 

Total Cam pershi ps . . . . . . ......... . 

Christmas Project ...................... . 

325.00 

257.00 

Total Projects ............................. . 

Special Gifts 
Providence Boys' Club Building Fund ..... . 
Salvation Army, Nursery Project ......... . 

$500.00 
500.00 

Total Special Gifts ......................... . 

$5,197.00 

1,000.00 



Operating Expenses and Dues 
Rhode Island Hospital Trust Company Fee. 
Advertising, Annual Meeting, etc ......... . 
Dues, R. I. Council of Community Services, 

two years, 1958 and 1959 ............. . 
Dues, R. I. Committee on Discrimination in 

Housing, 1958 year .................. . 

$200.00 
6.90 

20.00 

10.00 

Total Operating Expenses and Dues .......... . 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS . .................... . 

Exczss OF INCOME OVER DISBURSEMENTS ..... . 

236.90 

$6,433.90 

$237.89 

On Deposit, Rhode Island Hospital Trust Company, May 1, 
1958. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,940.64 

Add Excess of Income over Disbursements May 1, 1958-April 
30, 1959 . ........................................ . 237.89 

Transfer to Savings Account .......................... . 115.89 

Balance on Deposit, Rhode Island Hospital Trust 
Company, April 30, 1959. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3,062.64 

On Deposit, Peoples Savings Bank, May 1, 1958. . . . . . . . . $6,463.01 

Add Transfer from General Fund. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 115.89 

Add Interest for year ................................ . 163.88 

Balance on Deposit, Peoples Savings Bank, April, 30 
1959....................................... $6,742.78 

July 18, 1959 

This is to certify that I have verified the entries in the Cash Book 
for the period ending April 30, 1959. The income from investments as 
reported by the Rhode Island Hospital Trust Company has been 
accounted for. The cash balance in the checking account of $3,062.64 
at April 30, 1959 is correct and was reconciled to the balance as shown 
by the Rhode Island Hospital Trust Company. The cash balance in the 
savings account of $6,742.78 is ccrrect and was reconciled to the balance 
shown in the Peoples Savings Bank pass-book No. 193508 on April 30, 
1959. 

T. DWIGHT BOOLE 

• TWENTY YEARS OF TRANSITION • 

1939 - 1959 

No annual report of the Providence Shelter for Colored Children 
having been published since that of the 100th Anniversary in 1939, it 
would seem advisable at this time to review briefly its early history 
before presenting this report which covers the years 1939-1959. 

'7")URING the first decades the Shelter was the one refuge in the 
.1.J community for "indigent colored children," caring for the poor, 
the orphaned and the sick. 'Within its walls some fifty children were 
housed, fed, nursed and here, until 1894, received their schooling. During 
these years the children received an earnest moral training, every means 
being employed to secure their comfort and happiness as well as their 
improvement. They were "prepared for usefulness, either as tradesmen 
or domestics as the Providence of God may direct", according to the old 
records, the boys being placed out at ten and the girls at twelve years 
of age. Eventually the Board, which had formerly supervised its own 
"homefinding, placement and supervision", decided to employ the R. I. 
Children's Friend Society to take over these duties, thus "showing an 
interest in the growing tendency towards cooperation among social 
agencies.'' 

In the latter years of its first century, however, there was a marked 
change in the Shelter picture. Availability of schools and hospitals and 
a growing responsibility on the part of the State for the v1holly dependent 
child, such as Mother's Aid legislation, radically lessened the need for 
the private institution. Also, new theories of child care favored keeping 
the child in his own home environment or, lacking this, in a foster home. 
As a result of these trends the number of children in residence at the 
Shelter had dropped to a mere dozen by 1939, at the time of the publica
tion of the 100th Annual Report as mentioned above. At this time the 
Board of Managers had become deeply concerned not only by this 
diminishing intake, but equally so by a shortage of funds. To run the 
Shelter it was necessary to have a matron and an assistant matron (by 
law), a cook, a laundress and a furnace man, to feed and clothe the 
children and to heat and maintain its residence. Costs had gone up, 
income down, payments by families of children in residence were deeply 
in arrears, annual gifts had dwindled to the vanishing point, all resulting 
in mounting annual deficits. 



Obviously the time for careful study and eventual decision was at 
hand. It was voted, therefore, in the Spring of 1940, to close the Shelter 
for a period of two months (July and August) in which to consider its 
future and to make long overdue repairs to the house. The number of 
children in the Shelter being only eleven, these were placed with little 
difficulty by the Children's Friend Society, five being committed to the 
State, two put into foster homes, one into a wage home and the remainder 
being taken by relatives. 

An Investigating Committee was then appointed to study the best 
uses to which the Shelter could put its funds and use its building. The 
report of this committee, which had consulted with several agencies and, 
in particular with Miss Anna Griffith of the State Child Welfare Depart
ment, offered the following suggestions for the use of the house: 

1. A Center for placing of children in foster homes. 
2. A Home for small children who would be retained for a period of 

one to eighteen months, under a trained worker, for study and 
placement . 

3. A Home for teen-age girls. 
4. A Detention Home for short term institutional care of problem 

children under a trained worker. 
5. A Day Nursery. 

The Board considered these and other proposals over a period of 
several months but none proved feasible. Finally on September 20th, 
1940 "in this year of heavy soul-searching and decision," to quote the 
records, "it reluctantly admitted that it was impossible to reopen the 
old home at 20 Olive Street and that it felt itself forced to decide against 
any possible plans for a temporary home." It was, therefore, voted that 
the Shelter be permanently closed, and that some disposition of the 
property be considered. 

A final proposal was offered by the Investigating Committee for the 
use of the Shelter's funds, namely, that a trained social worker, prefer
ably colored, be appointed who would work under supervision, studying 
the needs of the Negro race in Providence. 

Acting upon this recommendation, the Board voted to employ such 
a worker who would be under the supervision of the Children's Friend 
Society. This plan having received the endorsement of the Council of 
Social Agencies and the Children's Friend Society, the Shelter's first 
Negro social worker was engaged and established in the offices of the 
Children's Friend Society at 100 North Main Street. An interesting and 
unexpected development was the opening of 20 Olive Street the following 
year, the building being rented to the Children's Friend Society for office 
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headquarters. By mutual agreement the new Shelter worker was installed 
here and The Shelter Board and Committee meetings were held in the 
building. 

Since the Shelter was no longer an organization for the institutional 
care of children, its Constitution and By-Laws were outmoded. These 
were, accordingly, rescinded in May of 1941. New By-Laws, stating 
the Shelter's new functions and incorporating all essential articles of the 
former Constitution and By-Laws, were adopted the following November. 

During this same year (1941) a Case Committee was appointed 
which was expected to work closely with the social worker, consisting 
of the President, ex-officio, three colored and three white members, this 
being the first time that any colored persons had actively · participated 
in the work of the Shelter. The training which this committee received 
in the techniques and procedures of case-work was of very real value to 
all its members. By 1944, five colored members were elected to the 
Board of Managers, this number later being augmented. This move has 
been of inestimable value. 

Acting upon a request of the R. I. Historical Society at this time, a 
file of Shelter annual reports and records was placed with them to be 
readily available to all interested persons. 

For ten years the Shelter program, under the professional direction 
of the Children's Friend Society, was hopefully promoted. By 1950, it 
seemed time to evaluate and to decide whether social case-work was 
necessarily the answer for the best utilization of Shelter funds. Although 
at first the requests for service had seemed encouraging, as time went 
on, the case-load proved disappointing. Lack of foster homes and insuffi
cient funds to cover long-term care limited the development of a worth
while program. At the end of this decade, therefore, the Children's 
Friend Society joined with the Shelter in regretfully concluding that 
this expenditure of time and money was not practicable. Accordingly, in 
July of 1950, the Board decided on severance from the Children's Friend 
Society and withdrawal of its funds as of January 1st, 1951. Meanwhile , 
the Children's Friend Society having merged with the Society for 
Prevention of Cruelty to Children under the name of the Children's 
Friend and Service, its headquarters was transferred from Olive Street, 
in 1951, to larger offices downtown and the Shelter again found itself 
with an empty building and no satisfactory program. 

Following this separation, a committee was appointed to ascertain 
if a clear title could be secured for sale of the property at 20 Olive 
Street. The Committee reported that "The Providence Association for 
the Benefit of Colored Children," as the Shelter was then called, had 
received from Mrs. Anna Jenkins in 1849 "a donation for an eligible 
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lot of land upon condition of a suitable building being erected thereon 
for the accommodation of not less than 50 children of color, orphan or 
destitute." If these terms were not complied with the land was to revert 
to her heirs. In 1874, however, a quit-claim deed had been signed by 
the Jen kins heirs. It was the opinion of the Title Guarantee Co. that 
this deed was to be considered valid and it stated that the Shelter could 
legally sell its property if advisable. 

Once again a committee was appointed to work on a future program. 
Consultations were held with the Urban League, the R. I. Foundation 
and with the Council of Social Agencies, the latter being requested to 
make an extensive study of the situation and to make recommendations. 
As a result of this survey and of various other contacts it was felt that 
something akin to a small foundation would give the most flexibility 
and be most advantageous as a Shelter program. The consensus of 
opinion was that the funds of the Shelter could best be expended on a 
variety of projects as need arose. Such a plan, it was felt, might con
tribute materially to community needs by making funds, not otherwise 
existent, available for short-term projects which, if effective, could than 
be taken over by other agencies. The plan explicitly stated that the 
income from invested funds should be given as grants only to tax exempt 
public, private or religious agencies upon yearly application for specific 
purposes. Also, that a grant having been made, it should be the policy 
of the Board to maintain a hands-off policy ,but to require reports at 
stated intervals as to the progress of the project. 

The plan and its outline for procedures having been received with 
hearty commendation by the R. I. Foundation, the Urban League, the 
Children's Friend and Service and the Council of Social Agencies, it was 
adopted by the Board on June 7th, 1951 and notice sent to all appropri
ate agencies. 

Three small projects were already under way when the Shelter 
entered upon its new program. The earliest of these was the annual 
Christmas Project, begun on a small scale in 1940, when thirty children 
at the State Home received gifts. Five years later, in 1945, the newly 
elected colored members of the Board undertook, as their first contri
bution, the expansion of this work. Under their impetus it grew rapidly. 
Various clubs among the Negro group were contacted and gifts of money 
secured so that of late years twenty or more clubs have been regular 
contributors and more than two hundred children benefited annually. 
Each year, since 1952, several so called "Camperships" have been 
granted, the money being given through the Urban League of R. I. and 
the John Hope Community Association for this purpose. As early as 
1945, a Scholarship Fund of $50.00 a year, the interest on a legacy 
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of $1,000.00 bequeathed by Mrs. Charles Sisson, a former president, was 
established in her name. The amount for Scholarships was gradually 
increased under the new system of grants until, by 1958, some five 
hundred dollars per year were made available for loan or direct aid 
where necessary. The established policy of the Board is that no aid 
shall be given beyond the first year of college. It may be of interest at 
this point to mention that the Board has recently expressed an interest 
in investigating the need of financial aid to children who might otherwise 
leave high school before graduating, this age group seeming to be a more 
logical concern of the Shelter than that of the older college student. 

The new program having turned the interest of the Shelter from 
social case-work into the field of community endeavor, the Shelter at 
once found itself working closely with the Urban League. It seemed 
most fitting, therefore, that the first sizable grant should be made to 
the League for aid in operating a play-center for small children at the 
Doyle Avenue School. This project was set up on a six months basis to 
establish the need of an after-school kindergarten in that neighborhood. 
At the end of the trial period the project had so proved its worth that 
the Public School Department eventually took over, establishing a 
permanent, full-time kindergarten here. 

Other grants were soon made available. In 1952 the John Hope 
Association was given $500.00 for gymnasium equipment and, in 1953 
and 1954, the Salvation Army Day Nursery was given $740.00 towards 
the salary of an extra worker and $510.00 for cots for children. 

Responding to a community need for a center where donated clothing 
could be assembled and distributed to those in want, the Shelter decided 
to establish such a project on an experimental basis in February, 1956, 
at the Benefit Street Recreation Center. The work was begun on a 
volunteer basis, being carried on entirely by the Negro members of the 
Board. Its rapid growth soon proving its worth, the Clothing Center 
was moved to rooms made available by the John Hope Association, this 
organization assuming supervision of the project with funds for a paid 
worker and incidental expenses being carried by the Shelter. The Center 
also maintains a Hospital Loan Service for women needing maternity 
clothing. The latest report shows that "in the first three months of 1959 
the Center served two hundred and fifty children and adults, among 
whom were some very needy and pathetic cases, this being especially 
true of the fire victims who had experienced total loss.'' 

The Shelter has also responded generously to appeals for contri
butions towards building funds of worthy charities. In 1953 it granted 
$300.00 to the Children's Friend and Service toward the erection of its 
new building at Lakeside Home. In 1955 the Board received an appeal 
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from the John Hope Association for a donation towards its Gymnasium 
Building Fund which it felt to be of outstanding merit. In this instance 
the grant would be used exclusively for Negro youth, the proposed 
building would be part of an accredited settlement house in a definitely 
Negro neighborhood. Accordingly, the Board granted its largest gift to 
date, $10,000.00. So large a sum was made possible only because of 
gradual accumulation of income since the closing of the Olive Street 
house in 1940. In 1958, and again in 1959, grants were made to Building 
Funds, namely $500.00 to the Salvation Army for a Day Nursery in 
South Providence and a like amount to the Providence Boys' Club for 
its proposed South Side Boys' Club. 

The current, and in the opinion of the Board, most important 
undertaking so far has been the one recommended and set up by the 
Urban League and known as the "project for Negro Family and Child 
Life of the Providence Shelter for Colored Children." This project was 
established in 1957 for a trial period of not less than three years and 
not more than five years. The Shelter, as co-sponsor, to provide the bulk 
of the necessary funds, giving as its share $3,500.00 yearly, and the 
League to assume full responsibility for operation. I ts object is to offer 
aid for unmet needs of Negro children and their families in the com
munity. It aims to assist other agencies in expanding their services to 
Negroes, especially along such lines as juvenile delinquency, promotion 
of foster homes and adoptions, the encouragement of parent education, 
to offer brief counseling services, to accept referrals from schools, courts, 
police departments and other agencies involving problems where co
operative efforts are needed, also, to acquaint the Negro with the various 
services which are available to him. 

These past twenty years, 1939-1959, have been for the Shelter years 
of decision and drastic change. It is a matter of sincere and quiet pride 
that through all the vicissitudes of th is time the Board has become 
cemented as a social unit. It is pleasurably mindful of its ten years of 
close association with the Children's Friend Society as a cooperating 
agency and, more recently , with the John Hope Association, but above 
all it wishes to express its appreci2.tion to the Urban League for advice, 
guidance and cooperation. 

• CHARTER • 

MAY SESSION, 1846 

AN ACT TO INCORPORATE 
THE PROVIDENCE ASSOCIATION FOR THE 

BENEFIT OF COLORED CHILDREN. 

It is Enacted by the General Assembly as follows: 

SECTION 1. Anna A. Jenkins, Rebecca C. Pitman, Phebe Jackson, 
Rebecca Wild, Lydia Congdon, and their associates and successors, 
are hereby incorporated by the name of The Providence Association 
for the benefit of Colored Children; for the purpose of providing for 
the support and education of indigent colored children of both sexes 
not otherwise provided for, and who for want of paternal care are in a 
suffering and dangerous condition. 

SEC. 2. The said corporation may receive and take by purchase, 
grant, devise, bequest or donation, any real or personal property, 
and hold the same for the purposes aforesaid, and may manage and 
dispose of the same according to their discretion: Provided, that the 
whole amount of the real and personal property held and possessed 
by the said corporation shall never at any one time exceed in value 
the sum of twenty thousand dollars. 

SEC. 3. The said corporation shall have power to prescribe the 
terms of admission for members, to elect such officers as they may 
deem necessary, and generally to make such by-laws as shall be necessary 
for the management of the affairs of said corporation not repugnant 
to the laws of this State or of the United States . 

SEC. 4. Benjamin Dyer, Samuel B. Tobey, Thorndike C. Jameson , 
David Andrews, Charles H. Dabney, Francis Smith, and their successors 
are hereby constituted a board of advisers, to co-operate with and 
assist the officers and managers of said association in promoting the 
benevolent purposes aforesaid. 



JANUARY SESSION, 1880 

AN ACT IN AMENDMENT OF AN ACT ENTITLED 
"AN ACT TO INCORPORATE 

THE PROVIDENCE ASSOCIATION FOR THE 
BENEFIT OF COLORED CHILDREN." 

(Passed March 11th, 1880) 

It is Enacted by the General Assembly as follows: 

SECTION 1. Section 2 of an act entitled "An act to incorporate 
the Providence Association for the benefit of colored children," passed 
at the May session of the general assembly, A. D. 1846, is hereby 
amended so as to read as follows: 

"Sec. 2. The said corporation may receive and take by purchase, 
grant, devise, bequest or donation, any real or personal property, 
and hold the same for the purposes aforesaid, and may manage and 
dispose of the same according to their discretion; provided, that the 
whole amount of the real and personal property held and possessed 
by the said corporation shall never at any one time exceed in value 
the sum of fifty thousand dollars." 

SEC. 2. This act shall take effect immediately upon its passage. 

JANUARY SESSION, 1886 

AN ACT TO AMEND THE ACT ENTITLED 
"AN ACT TO INCORPORATE 

THE PROVIDENCE ASSOCIATION FOR THE 
BENEFIT OF COLORED CHILDREN." 

(Passed March 30th, 1886) 

It is Enacted by the General Assembly as follows: 

SECTION 1. The name of the "Providence Association for the 
Benefit of Colored Children" is hereby changed to the "Providence 
Shelter for Colored Children," and said corporation shall be entitled 
hereafter to the same rights and privileges and subject to the same 
liabilities by and under the latter name that the corporation would 
be entitled or subject to under the former name. 

SEC. 2. The second section of the act entitled "An act to incor
porate the Providence Association for the Benefit of Colored Children," 
passed at the May session of the general assembly, 1846 and amended 
by an act passed at the January session, 1880, is hereby amended so as 
to read as follows: 

"Sec. 2. The said corporation may receive and take by purchase, 
grant, devise, bequest or donation any real or personal property, and 
hold the same for the purposes aforesaid, and may manage and dispose 
of the same according to their discretion, provided that the whole 
amount of the real and personal property held and possessed by the 
said corporation shall never at any one time exceed in value the sum 
of one hundred thousand dollars." 

SEC. 3. This act shall take effect immediately upon its passage. 

JANUARY SESSION, 1932 

AN ACT IN AMENDMENT OF AN ACT ENTITLED 
"AN ACT TO INCORPORATE 

THE PROVIDENCE ASSOCIATION FOR THE 
BENEFIT OF COLORED CHILDREN," 

PASSED AT THE MAY SESSION OF THE 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY, A. D. 1846, AND OF ALL ACTS 

IN AMENDMENT THEREOF AND IN ADDITION THERETO 

It is Enacted by the General Assembly as follows: 

SECTION 1. The second section of the · act entitled "An act to 
incorporate The Providence Association for the Benefit of Colored 
Children," passed at the May session of the general assembly, A. D. 
1846, as amended by an act passed at the January session of the general 
assembly, A. D. 1880, and as further amended by an act passed at the 
January session of the general assembly, A. D. 1886, is hereby further 
amended so as to read as follows: 

"Sec. 2. The said corporation may receive and take by purchase, 
grant, devise, bequest or donation any real or personal property, and 
hold the same for the purposes aforesaid, and may manage and dispose 
of the same according to their discretion; provided that the whole 
amount of the real and personal property held and possessed by the 
said corporation shall never at any one time exceed in value the s1:m 
of three hundred thousand dollars." 

SEC. 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage, and all acts 
and parts of acts inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed. 
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• CONSTITUTION • 

As adopted May 15, 1959 

ARTICLE I 

Name 

This Society shall be called "The Providence Shelter for Colored 
Children.'' 

ARTICLE II 

Purpose 

The purpose of this Society shall be to provide for the general welfare 
of needy colored children by such means as shall be determined by the 
Board of Managers. 

ARTICLE III 

Government 

The government of the Society shall be vested in a Board of Ma~agers 
consisting of a President, a Vice-President, a Treasurer, an Assistant 
Treasurer, a Recording Secretary, a Corresponding Secretary and not 
less than twelve managers, inclusive of officers. 

ARTICLE IV 

Program and Procedures 

Believing that the funds of the Providence Shelter for Colored 
Children can be most advantageously expended on a variety of projects 
as the needs arise, the Board of Managers of the Providence Shelter 
for Colored Children hereby directs that the income from the invested 
funds of the Corporation be administered in the following manner: 

1. The capital funds of the Providence Shelter for Colored Children 
shall be deposited with the Rhode Island Hospital Trust Co. and 
handled by them with the approval of the Finance Committee of the 
Board . 

2. The income from such funds, less proper expenses of the Board 
not exceeding $500.00 annually, shall be available to tax exempt public 
or private social or religious agencies upon yearly application for specific 
purposes connected with the general welfare of needy colored children 
in Rhode Island. 

3. Any grant exceeding $500.00 must be authorized by a majorit y 
vote of the entire Board. 

4. After a grant has been made it shall be the policy of the Board 
to maintain a hands-off attitude in the carrying out of the project. 
However, the Board shall require reports at stated intervals upon the 
progress of the project. 

5. Payment may be made from the principal of the Fund for any 
purpose within the scope of the Fund with the approval of two thirds 
of the membership of the Board of Managers, provided that not exceed
ing 20% of the entire amount held as principal shall be so used during 
any five year period and provided further that sufficient income of the 
Fund be applied annually toward the principal so that the amount shall 
be returned in full within the following ten year period. 

6. All applications for a grant of funds shall be addressed to the 
President of the Board who shall appoint special committees of at least 
three members to investigate such applications and the chairman shall 
make a report to the Board. 

ARTICLE V 

Membership 
Any person paying one dollar annually shall be considered a member 

of the Society. 

ARTICLE VI 

Annual Meeting 

The annual meeting of the Society shall be held, preferably in the 
month of May, at such time and place as the Board of Managers may 
determine. At this meeting, the annual reports of the Recording Secretary 
and Treasurer and Standing Committees shall be presented and officers 
be elected for a two year term. 

ARTICLE VII 

Amendments 

This Constitution may be arr.ended at any time by a two-thirds 
vote of the entire Board of Managers, providing due notice in writing 
has been given to the Board one month previous. 



• BY-LAWS • 

As adopted May 15, 1959 

1. Government 
The officers and the immediate past President shall constitute an 

Executive Committee, which shall have such powers as the Board may 
delegate. The President shall act as chairman with power to vote. 

Seven members of the Board present at any meeting shall constitute 
a quorum and be competent to transact any business that shall come 
before them unless elsewhere limited. 

2. Duties and Election of Officers 
The President shall preside at all meetings of the Board and shall 

perform such duties as usually pertain to that office. She shall be 
ex-officio member of all committees. She shall appoint officers to fill 
unexpired terms. 

The Vice-President shall perform the duties of the President if the 
President is unable, for any reason, to perform the same. 

The Treasurer shall ascertain that all income from capital funds 
collected and received by the R. I. Hospital Trust Co. is deposited in a 
R. I. Hospital Trust Co. checking account, in the name of the Providence 
Shelter for Colored Children, and shall be available for general purposes 
of the Society. She shall also see that any money received for dues, gifts 
and inheritances shall be deposited in the same checking account. All 
inheritances are to be then added to and made a part of capital funds, 
unless otherwise specified. 

The Treasurer shall pay out money only upon the order of the 
Board, except that she shall pay such regular sums as are called for 
by contract. 

The Treasurer shall present at each meeting of the Board an account 
of the receipts and expenditures during the last preceding period, and of 
the cash on hand. She shall close her financial accounts on April 30th, 
and at each Annual Meeting of the Society, present a statement duly 
audi ted of the receipts and expenditures for the past year. 

The Treasurer shall, at the end of each fiscal year, deposit to a 
Savings Account in the R. I. Hospital Trust Co., in the name of the 
Providence Shelter for Colored Children, any income not expended in 
the previous fiscal year. The funds in this account shall be available 
when needed to carry out the various projects of the Providence Shelter 
for Colored Children. 

The Assistant Treasurer shall be empowered to sign checks and in 
the absence of the Treasurer shall assume the duties of the Treasurer. 

The Recording Secretary shall keep the minutes of all meetings of 
the Board and of the Executive Committee. At each meeting she shall 
read the report of the previous meeting, and shall give an annual report 
at the Annual Meeting. 
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The Corresponding Secretary shall carry on all correspondence for 
the Society, and shall notify members of the time and place of Board 
meetings. 

Officers may be elected for not more than three consecutive terms, 
excepting the Treasurer. The President, Corresponding Secretary and 
Treasurer shall be elected in the even years, the Vice-President, Record
ing Secretary and the Assistant Treasurer in the odd years, if possible. 

3. Meetings 

The Board of Managers shall meet at least four times a year. Any 
member of the Board absent from three consecutive Board meetings 
without sufficient reason shall be dropped from the Board. 

Special meetings may be called at any time by the President. 

4. Standing Committees 

There shall be the following Standing Committees, appointed by 
the President: 

a. There shall be a Finance Committee, consisting of the Treasurer, 
Assistant Treasurer, and one other member of the Board who shall act 
as Chairman. 

The Finance Committee, working with the R. I. Hospital Trust Co., 
shall have the control and management of the funds, stocks, bonds, 
mortgages and other securities owned by the Corporation with full 
power of sale, investment, reinvestment and change of investment of 
all or any part thereof from time to time and also with the power to 
deposit securities with any re-organization committee, to enter into any 
and all re-organization agreements, and to exchange securities in con
nection therewith, with full power to cause to be executed any and · all 
assignments, transfers and endorsements and other instruments which 
in their judgment may be necessary or advisable for the purposes 
aforesaid, and to constitute attorneys and to give proxies as in their 
judgment shall seem advisable and either the Treasurer or the Assistant 
Treasurer is hereby authorized and directed to execute, acknowledge 
and deliver any and all such assignments, transfers, endorsements or 
other instruments and to affix the corporate seal thereto when authorized 
by said Finance Committee. The Finance Committee in any and all 
matters may act either by ( 1) the approval in writing of any two of the 
members of said Committee, or (2) the authorizing vote at a committee 
meeting. 

b. There shall be a Nominating Committee, consisting of three 
members, which shall present a slate of officers at the Annual Meeting. 
The Committee shall present to the Board for ratification the names of 
prospective Board members. Members of the Board may present names 
to the Nominating Committee for consideration. The Committee shall 
also present to the Board the name of a duly qualified auditor. 

5. Amendments 
These By-Laws may be altered at any meeting, a quorum being 

present, by a two-thirds vote of those voting, providing due notice in 
writing has been given to the Board one month previous. 

'"\{w194 



• FORM OF BEQUEST• 

I hereby give and bequeath to The Providence Shelter 
for Colored Children, a corporation under the laws of 
the State of Rhode Island, the sum of. .......................... . 
.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. . . . . . . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . Dollars to be applied to the 
uses and purposes of said corporation. 
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HISTORY OF EBENEZER BAPTIST CHURCH 
"HITHER TO hath the Lord helped us . .. " 

Quietly nestling in a neighborhood which it has served for the last eighty-five years, is the 
Ebenezer Baptist Church. This church was organized in the year 1884, in Slater's Hall on 
Weybosset Street, Providence, by a few faithful members who felt the need of such a 
religious institution; the building was erected and incorporated on A Street in 1888. 

Due to neighborhood expansion, the church was moved to a new concrete foundation 
at 135 Dodge Street in 1942 - the mortgage for the church having been paid off in 1899. 

Former pastors have been: the Reverends B. W. Jones, B. K. Butler, S. P. Fisher, John 
L. David, Jacob Wiley, B. W. Williams, W. S. Holland, S. M. Thompson, George 
Washington, P. D. Smith, James Parrish, J. Isaiah Goodman, and now Jesse L. Connor and 
Wallace J. Cook. 

Some of the charter members of the church were the following: Matilda Johnson, Mr. 
and Mrs. Ridley, Mr. and Mrs. Moses Hampton, and Deacon and Mrs. Moses J. Ford. 
Other members who were added to the church in the early years of its existence were: 
Mary Barker Johnson, Susan Dashiel, Bertha M. Lewis, Mamie (Morgan) Lewis, Robert 
Rollins, Sr., Samuel G. Paige, Silas Skipworth, Virginia Reid, Ella A. Carroll, William M. 
Mercer, George W. Long, Josephine B. Long, Margaret Brisbon, Mary E. Thomas, Adella 
Parker, Margaret Diggs, Thomas Diggs, Emma K. Diggs, Deacon Louis W. Marshall, Joseph 
Tolliver, Kingston Clark, Sally Watson, and scores of others. 

A number of the deacons who have served our church are: Deacons, Henry Mitchell, 
George W. Long, James Anderson, William Brands, Walter Washington, Solomon M. 
Turner, Robert Rollins, Sr., William M. Mercer, Virgil Lay, William Robertson, R. Sumner 
Robertson, Charles Thomas, Sr., Herbert L. Robertson, Leroy Isom, Sr., Robert 
Moltimore, Sr., Moses W. Jones, David L. Perry, Walter Ferrell, James Wright, Thomas 
McClary, Jesse Ussery. 

Some of the many officers of Ebenezer have been the following: Thomas Marshall, 
Johnnie Williams, Samuel G. Paige, Bertha M. Lewis, Evelyn M. Jennings as Financial 
Secretaries - Robert L. Minkins, Louis Marshall, William M. Mercer (33 years); Bertha M. 
Lewis, Lena Moltimore, and Dorater L. Perry, Paul Lambert as Church Clerks. Choir 
leaders have been: James Quinton, Costello B. Walker, Deacon James Anderson, Ethel A. 
Garcia, George Turner, Clarence R. Snead, William H. Chandler, Ruth (Ridley) Gaines 
and Veronica R. Barnett. 

Following the moving of the church to Dodge Street, under the pastorate of Rev. J. 
Isaiah Goodman, a most progressive and acceptable program was offered ... THEN, in the 
midst of all this, in the still of the night, came the FIRE ... The date was February, 1946. 
We were offered the facilities of the Cranston Street - Roger Williams Baptist Church, 
corner of Cranston and Superior Streets. It was decided to rebuild, with the organization 
of a Building Fund, under the leadership of Rev. J. Isaiah Goodman, and through the 
kindness of the Rhode Island Baptist State Convention. Through highly sacrificial 



offerings from members and friends, the work was begun. Because our organ had been 
destroyed, a Wurlitzer Organ was purchased, and an adequate Public Address System was 
installed, together with many, many memorial gifts. 

The Cornerstone Relaying and subsequently the En try Service were held in 194 7. In 
September, 1949, the Rev. Jesse L. Connor came to us. During the time Rev. Connor was 
pastor, the church received, encouraged, and counselled many, and had the distinction of 
sending out into the ecclestiastical field, the following: Reverends Reginald Winbush, 
Robert Dye, Robert H. Williams, and Harry Kitt, Missionary. Special talent groups of the 
church include: Sons of Ebenezer, The Gospelaires, Robertson Children, and Gospel 
Revelators. 

Under the pastorate of Rev. Jesse L. Connor a church-wide survey was conducted; 
visitations were made ( especially to the sick and shut-ins); the Deacon Board was 
reinforced from time to time; the "I belong" theory in the minds of all members, 
regardless of length of membership, was impressed; the idea of sacrifice was inculcated 
spiritually and financially; weekly prayer services and 7 o'clock prayer services each 
Sunday morning were encouraged; new auxiliaries were organized; new equipment and 
furnishings were purchased; sympathetic counselling was offered to the membershlp; 
additionai real estate and parking lot were acquired; the mortgage was burned ($38,000); 
we became affiliated with the State Baptist Convention. 

In November, 1964, Rev. Wallace J. Cook with his wife, Martha, and daughter, Cheryl, 
came to serve Ebenezer Baptist Church. Since that time the church administration, 
membership records, and financial record system were re-organized; the Christian 
education program for the youth (BYF) was expanded; improved publicity procedures 
such as newsletter, use of bulk mailing, bulletin bo!1rds, and local newspaper came into 
existence; a Capital Funds Campaign for three year pledges to the church building 
fund - Project Vision, was set up; a semi-annual church planning conference was 
developed; annual fall revival services began; major repairs to Dodge Street property were 
made, including the roof and stained glass windows; the church constitution was revised; 
the first church-owned parsonage was purchased; the Cranston Street church plant was 
purchased and the move made therein. 

Thus - another era is recorded in the hlstory of a great church. 



Rev. and Mrs. Wallace J. Cook Cheryl Cook 

THE PASTOR'S MESSAGE 

54 Adelaide Avenue 

Providence, R. I. 02907 

Thirty-five years ago a distinguished pastor of our church, the Reverend Dr. James W. Parrish, said to 
us, "Three things should be kept in mind by our members: First, if we are to be successful in future 
years, we must be led by the Spirit of God ... Secondly, the program of the Church must not only be 
religious, it must be social, touching the community in a real way. Thirdly, out of the wreckage of past 
hopes and broken desires and aspirations, all should realize that the foundation is still sure, and we can 
build on it if we will." 

No more profound words than these could be addressed to us today. They are words fitly spoken, 
which are "like apples of gold in pictures of silver." 

The Ebenezer Church has come a long, long way since those depression years of the thirties on "A" 
Street. But this is due largely because "through days of darkness and disaster our fathers believed that 
they were led by a Divine Leadership." We are the sons of a great past. Yet this present move to new 
quarters helps to make us keenly aware that we are the fathers of our own future. Therefore, we must 
use wisely our past and shape our future through our responsible discipleship in the present. Yesterday is 
past and tomorrow remains an unrealized hope. We are clearly responsible for today. 

To act responsibly in a world such as ours must certainly mean that we who are servants of the 
Crucified One must first of all be sure He is leading and that we are following Him and not our own 
whims. Secondly, it calls us to carefully examine our priorities lest we forget that our chief mission is 
people, not programs or property. We must seek people, find them, and minister to them where they are 
without insisting on some prior condition that they must first come to us. 

We rightly rejoice in response to God's unmerited mercy and benevolent favor; for "Hitherto hath the 
Lord helped us;" but let us never forget that responsible discipleship deJnands that we give ourselves 
away for the cause of Jesus Christ. As one of the songs of "The Sound of Music" has it: 

"A bell is no bell, 'till you ring it. 
A song is no song, 'till you sing it. 
And love in your heart wasn't put there to stay; 
Love isn't love, 'till you give it away." 

We are called to be "the salt of the earth". Let us not become too enamored with the glamour and 
prestige of the "salt shaker". To act responsibily is to move beyond the walls of stone and mortar and be 
"Salty Christians" mixed up in the "soup" of community needs, problems, and affairs. 

My fondest hopes for us in the ensuing years is that now, in ways far greater than we ever dreamed, 
we may be used of God to repair the broken walls and crumbling ruins of our common life and to build 
up the waste places of the human spirit. 

Wallace J. Cook 
Pastor 



Rev. and Mrs. Jesse L. Connor 

The church is an ever changing organization in a complex and sinful world. The basic 
and fundamental principles or doctrines of the Church based on the Gospel will never 
change because they are founded upon Jesus Christ, The Final Authority. 

However, the methods of the Church have to change from time to time to cope with 
the many problems facing it. Thus, when we find a church which has stood the 
vicissitudes of life and the test of time for eighty-five years, it is most fitting and 
appropriate that we pause to celebrate such a grand and glorious occasion. 

This cannot be done in revelry only, but must be celebrated by the Spoken Word of 
the Gospel, ever reminding us of our church's history; its accomplishments in trying times 
throughout the long span of eighty-five years. Such a celebration can also be 
appropriately celebrated by the good deeds done by those affected by the church's 
progress and by praise and song. After the spiritual stress has been given, comes the 
fellowship with a feast or banquet which completes the proper celebration. 

This type of celebration will be in effect from June 8 to 14, 1969. The Dedicatory 
Committee has worked arduously to present to you a program worthy of the occasion. 
The best available speakers have been obtained to participate and lend dignity and honor 
to such a noble and historic event. 

Ebenezer, as well as the Committee, are to be commended for undertaking such a 
worthy achievement. Ebenezer has risen from the lowest depths to the highest heights, 
and when future history is written, she will still be worthy of praise and commendation. 
Ebenezer will ever be the Church of Christ redeeming sin-sick souls and reclaiming them 
through the Grace of Christ. 

May we say in the language of the Prophet Samuel: "Hitherto hath . the Lord helped 
us." (I Samuel 7 : 12) 

Rev. Jesse L. Connor 
Pastor Emeritus 



ROBERT H. HAMLIN 
Co-Chairman 

Dedicatory Committees 

MR. CLYDE ROBERTSON 
Chairman 

Photography Planning 

JARVIS D. JONES 
Co-Chairman 

Dedicatory Committees 

MRS. QUEEN HYMAN 
MR. ERNEST J. SNEAD 

Co-Chairmen 
Program Committee 



Committee on Memorials and Patrons 

Banquet Committee 
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Deaconess Board 



Board of Trustees 

Mary Jane Hampton Missionary Society 



Silhouette of Church 

Church Congregation 



Senior Choir 

Celestial Chorus 

Youth Choir 



North Carolina Oub 

Board of Christian Education 
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Senior Usher Board 
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Samuel G. Paige Usher Board 

Nannie B. Binford Usher Board 



Neophytes Couples Oub 

Baptist Youth Fellowship - Junior and Senior High 



South Providence Improvement Club 

Furnishing Committee 



Ebenezer Gospelaires 

Ebenezer Gospel Revela tors 
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In loving memory of 

?1t1t, '7< adett P e«ff 

?lt,i, 'R ade,et p e«f/, fJ1t, 

?ltUa 1tMma fluue Pe«ff 

We miss you all and always will, 

You left empty spaces no one can fill. 

With tears and prayers and thoughts sincere; 

We often wish you were here. 

Always remembered 

Never Forgotten 

Husband, son, and daughter of Mrs. Anna M. Perry 

Father, brother, sister of 

Mrs. Ruth Isom 

Mrs. Ruby Pullum 

Mrs. Nann Hightower 

Mrs. Shirley Smith 

Mrs. Dorothy Shavers 



In loving memory of 

Departed Apri I 17, 1966 

Departed November 25, 1927 

April and November come with sad regret; 

The day and month we will never forget. 

God saw you getting tired and a cure was not to be; 

So he put his arms out and whispered, /,/Come to me." 

Sons of Mr. and Mrs. James A. Jones 

Brothers of Mr. Merdis Jones 

Mr. Jarvis D. Jones 

Mrs. Catherine Edmondson 

Mr. James Jones, Jr. 



IN LOVING MEMORY OF FATHER AND MOTHER 

Mr. and Mrs. David L. Perry, Sr. 

Still to us come days of sadness; 

Tears in secret often flow. 

Their cherished memory never leaves us; 

Though they died many years ago. 

In loving memory of my brother 

Milton Perry 

Gladys Hall 

In memory of my brother 

Edward Perry 

David L. Perry 

Children 

Mrs. Gladys Hall 

Mrs. David L. Perry 

Mrs. Irene Lieteau 

In memory of my grandparents 

Mr. and Mrs. Dorsey M. Perry 

Granddaughter - Dorater L. Perry 

Nannie B. Binford 

Departed Apri I 9, 1960 

Niece - Mary E. Gordon 

In memory of my mother 

Annetta Rodgers 

Loving son - Ray 

In memory of my father 

Philip White 

Daughter Constance 

In loving memory of my mother 

Ellen Pippins 

Son - James Pippins 

In memory of my father 

Odell Padgett 

Del I Padgett 



IN LOVING MEMORY OF OUR DEAR PARENTS AND BROTHER 

Father - Mr. Lonnie Jones Departed August 9, 1959 

Mother - Mrs. Harriet Jones Departed September 9, 1944 

Brother - Pfc. James Jones Departed June 19, 1945 

Mrs. Mary Lucas 

Mrs. Omar Townes 

Mrs. Esther Austin 

Mr. Ervie Lee Jones 

Mrs. Dureamer Dunn 

Mr. Charles Jones 

Mrs. Harriett Wilds 

Miss Queen Jones 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF MY DEAR MOTHER 

Mrs. Emma Jones 
Departed September 30, 1960 

Daughter - Mrs. Queenie Hyman 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF MY DEAR FATHER 

Mr. Nathaniel Hyman 
Departed April 13, 1961 

Son - John T. Hyman 

Your gentle faces and patient smiles 

With sadness we recall; 

You had a kind word for each, 

And died loved by all. 



IN MEMORY OF A DEAR BROTHER 

Mr. Silvio Capuano 

1909 - 1969 

Gone, But Not Forgotten. 

Brother - Mr. E. J. Capuano 

In loving memory of a 

very dear grandmother 

Mrs. Evalina Brown Holland 

Granddaughter 

Mrs. Jacqueline Holland Caffey 

In loving memory of 

my Grandfather 

Abraham Morris 

Departed September 19, 1964 

Grandson-Robert Maltimore, Jr. 

Every day in some small way 

Memories of you come my way 

In memory of my dear baby 

Jessie James Dean - July 29, 1949 

Mrs. Estelle Glenn 

In memory of my dear father 

Mr. James McClintock 

Departed October 11, 1951 

Gone But Not Forgotten 

Son-John McClintock 



Sacred to the memory of my grandmother 

Mrs. Minerva Higgenbotham 
Passed August, 1945 

My Aunt 

Mrs. Agnes Ransell 
Passed November, 1965 

I miss you, dear hearts, and always will; 

You left an empty space, no one can fill. 

I often wish that you were here. 

You're always remembered in a very special way; 

You 're never forgotten - not even for a day. 

Always remembered; never forgotten. 

Larry Waller 

Gratefully acknowledging our sincere thanks and appreciation 

to 

Mr. and Mrs. Anzino 

of Boston, Massachusetts 

for 

their generous and thoughtful gift. 

May God bless and keep you ,n His loving care. 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Garrick 



In memor y of 

Arline Townes 

You sleep in God's own garden, 

Sheltered from sorrow and pain; 

And when life's journey is ended, 

We hope to meet you again. 

In our hearts you will always stay, 

Loved and remembered every day; 

God saw you getting tired, 

And the cure was not to be; 

So he put his arms around you, 

And whispered, "Come to me." 

Loving sons - Edward and Theodore 

Sacred to the memory of 

my godfather and friend 

Joseph Curtis and Harold Edwards 

Nothing can ever take away 

The love a heart holds dear; 

Fond memories linger every day -

Remembrance keeps them near -

Always remembered 

Armand R. Jenkins 

In Memoriam 

Mrs. Ada Perry 

Founder of the North Carolina Club 

It will only take a little space 

To say how much we love you, 

But it will take until the end of time 

To forget the day we lost you. 

Although your smile has gone forever, 

And your hands we cannot touch, 

We shall never lose the memory 

Of one we loved so much. 

Departed April 

The North Carolina Club 

In loving memory of 

my parents 

Rufus and Josie Robertson 

Departed this life 

February, 1914 May, 1966 

Daughter - Annie Mae Perry 

In loving memory of 

James M. Atwater - Husband 

z. Lucretia Atwater - Daughter 

James M. Atwater, Jr. - Son 

Eula M. Atwater 



Afternoon Chimes- 4P. M. Sunday, June 8, 1969 

Prelude - Prelude in D Minor ................... Johann Sebastian Bach 
Guest Organist - Robert H. Hamlin 

+ Call to Worship - Rev. Charles Ballard 

+ Processional Hymn - 0 God, Our Help in Ages Past ............ No. 221 

+ Invocation - Rev. Jesse L. Connor 
++ 

Gloria from the 12th Mass .............. Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 
Chancel Choir 

West Barrington United Methodist Church 

Greetings 
Rhode Island Baptist State Convention ........... Mr. Stewart Essex 
Ministers' Alliance of Greater Providence and Vicinity Rev. James Leary 
Rhode Island State Council of Churches ........... Dr. Wayne Artis 

++ Bless the Lord, 0 My Soul ........................ Henry Woods 
Celestial Chorus 

Ebenezer Baptist Church 
Clyde Robertson, Soloist 

Scripture Reading - Rev. Herbert L. Bonaparte 

Prayer - Rev. Maurice Holder 
I Will Give Thanks Unto Thee, 0 Lord ... . Gioacchino Antonio Rossini 

Chancel Choir 
West Barrington United Methodist Church 

Barbara Matzigkeit, Soloist 

++ Introduction of Speaker - Rev. Wallace J. Cook 
All Hail the Power of Jesus' Name ............... . Shrubsole-Ward 

Combine Choirs 
Ebenezer Baptist Church 

Sermon -The Rev. Edward Thomas, D. D. 

+ Hymn - Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken ................. No. 583 

Rite of Dedication - Rev. Paul F. Thompson 

MINISTER: To the glory of God, our Father; to the honor of Jesus Christ, 
our Lord and Savior; to the praise of the Holy Spirit, source of life and 
light, 

CONGREGATION: We re-dedicate this church. May the Lord bless our 
coming in and going out forevermore. 

MINISTER: For worship in prayer and song, for the ministry of the word, 
for the celebration of the ordinance of Jesus Christ, 

CONGREGATION: We re-dedicate this church. May it ever be a holy place 
where we shall bring our prayers, our hymns of praise, our offerings, 

ourselves; for His glory and His : 
MINISTER: For the guidance of liti 

life, for instruction which is in r 
CONGREGATION: We re-dedicate t 

we can sit at the feet of Jesus wl 
MINISTER: For comfort to those , 

are tempted, for help in right livi 
CONGREGATION: We re-dedicate tl 
MINISTER: In grateful remembranc1 

gratitude for those who have lab, 
CONGREGATION: We re-dedicate tl 
MINISTER: To the welfare of the liv 

darkened mind, the tempted he: 
to all human needs, 

CONGREGATION: We re-dedicate tl 
MINISTER: To the proclamation of 

aloft the cross of Christ crucified 
CONGREGATION: We re-dedicate tl 
MINISTER: For the ennobling of 

righteousness in our city, for pr, 
powers to the glory of God, 

CONGREGATION: We, the membe1 
Church, do here and now re-de, 
name of the Father, and of the 
unto this house and all who ente1 

Prayer of Dedication - The Rev. Hom 

Choral Response 

Offering-Prayer - Rev. Wallace J. Co, 
The Lord Is Blessing Me Right Ne 

Celestia. 
Ebenezer Ba 

+ Doxology 

+ Recessional Hymn - The Church's On 

.:,. Benediction 

Postlude - Psalm XIX 

+ Congregration 
++ Seating t 

Partic 

Dr. Wayne Artis - Executive Secretar) 

Rev. Charles Ballard - Minister, Hood 
Rev. Herbert L. Bonaparte - Pastor, A 
Rev. Jesse L. Connor - Pastor Emeritu 
Rev. Wallace J. Cook - Pastor, Ebenez 
Mr. Stewart Essex - President, Rhode 
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11.ode Island State Council 
f Churches 
morial A. M. E. Zion Church 
1 A. M. E. Church 
~benezer Baptist Church 
Baptist Church 
md Baptist State Convention 

Participants (Continued) 

Rev. Maurice L. Holder - Former Pastor, Cranston Street 
Roger Williams Baptist Church 

Rev. James Leary - President, Ministers' Alliance of Greater Providence 
and Vicinity 

The Rev. Edward Thomas, D.D. - Pastor, Greater First Baptist Church, 
Mount Pleasant Plains, Washington, D. C. 

Rev. Paul F. Thompson - Pastor, Olney Street Baptist Church 
The Rev. Homer Trickett, D.D. - Pastor, First Baptist Meeting House 

in America 

Senior Choir Chancel Choir 
Celestial Chorus 

Youth Choir 
Ebenezer Baptist Church 

Veronica R. Barnett - Organist-Director 

West Barrington United Methodist Church 
Robert H. Hamlin - Organist-Director 

With some members of 
First Unitarian-Universalist Church Choir 

Marjorie Ogilvie - Organist-Director 

All are cordially invited to Adams Hall for refreshments. 

Monday, June 9, 1969 - 8:00 P. M. 
Groups in charge -

Deacon Board, Deacones s Board, Trustee Board 
Rev. Dennis E. Norris, Congdon Street Baptist Church, and Choir 

Tuesday, June 10, 1969 - 8:00 P. M. 
Groups in charge -

Missionary Society, East Side Ladies' Club 
South Providence Improvement Club 

Rev. Paul F. Thompson, Olney Street Baptist ·Church, and Choir 

Wednesday, June 11, 1969 - 8:00 P. M. 
Groups in charge -

North Carolina Club, Flower Circle 
Men's Club, Couples' Club 

Rev. James E. Leary, Second Free Will Baptist Church, and Choir 

Thursday, June 12, 1969 - 8:00 P. M. 
Groups in charge -

The Usher Groups , Sen(or Choir, Pastor's Aide Club 
Rev. Arthur L. Hardge, Hood Memorial A. M. E. Zion Church, and Choir 

Friday, June 13, 1969 - 8:00 P. M. 
Groups in charge -

Sunday Church School , Celestial Chorus, Young People's Choir , 
Baptist Youth Fellowship, Board of Christian Education 

Rev. Stanley Jarvis, Mt. Olivet Baptist Church, and Choir - Newport, R. I. 

Saturday, June 14, 1969 - 6:00 P. M. 
Dedicatory Banquet in Adams Hall, Ebenezer Baptist Church 
Speaker: Rev. Frank T. Fair, Norristown, Penna. 

"The Communication Gap" 

------ - ------~ 



Prelude 

Invocation 

Toastmaster 

Greetings 

Solo 

Introduction of Speaker 

Address 

Solo 

Acknowledgements 

Pre sen ta tions 

Benediction 

DEDICATORY BANQUET 

Saturday , June 14, 1969 
6:00 P. M. 
Adams Hall 

of 
Ebenezer Baptist Church 

Rev. Arthur L. Hardge 

Miss Myra Atwater 

Rev. Wallace J. Cook 

Rev. Frank T. Fair 
Norristown, Pennsylvania 

Mrs. Rhea Turner 

MENU 

Fresh Fruit Cup 
Tossed Salad 

Broiled Chicken 
String Beans Almondine 

Whipped Potatoes 
Celery, Olives, Pickles 

Rolls Butter 
Ice Cream Cookies 

Coffee 



Sacred to the memory of 

my husband and aunt 

Mr. Carl Elsey-passed December 26, 1954 

Mrs. Ethel Aiken-passed October 1, 1962 

No length of time can take away 

My thoughts of you from day to day. 

Mrs. Louise Elsey 

Sacred to the memory of 

my mother and uncle 

Thomas J. Thornton and Menetta Griffin 

Asleep in Jesus' beautiful sleep. 

Lovingly - Marinda Shepard 

Sacred to the memory of 

my mother and son 

Mrs. Willie May Johnson 

and 

James Cockfield, Jr. 

I sometimes sigh to see their faces; 

But since this may not be, 

I'll leave them to the care of Him 

Who cares for you and me. 

Mr. and Mrs. James Cockfield 

In loving memory of 

my parents 

Willie Jackson· and Eria Jackson 

Their lives are a beautiful memory; 

Their absence, a silent grief. 

Loving son - Emanuel Jackson 



In loving memory of my father 

the late Rev. Purcel D. Smith 

Who taught me to revere 

and serve God. 

Beloved daughter 

Mrs. Adele James 

In loving memory of my daughter 

Edna Frazier 

She had a nature you could not help loving, 

And a heart that was purer than gold; 

And to those who knew her and loved her, 

Her memory will never grow cold. 

Loving father - Andrew Carter 

In loving memory of 

my father and grandmother 

Arthur M. Shepard Sr. and 

Emmaline Shepard 

We have loved them during life, 

Let us not abandon them 

Until we have conducted them 

Into the house of the Lord. 

Mrs. Marinda Bickford and Family 

In loving memor y of our aunt 

Mrs. Ethel Aiken 

A loving aunt so good and kind, 

She never complained; she wasn't that kind; 

Happy, smiling, allll(ays content, 

Loved and respected wherever she went. 

Deep in our hearts her memory is kept 

To love, to cherish, and never forget. 

Nephew - Vernette Brown 

Niece - Carolyn Sweeney 



In memory of my dear mother 
In memory of 

Mrs. Eliza Williams a dear brother and sister 

Departed July 28, 1968 

Mr. Solomon Jones 

Mrs. Emma Jones Crews 

It has been one long year 

Since God called you home, Every day in some small way 

But memories of you linger on. Memories of you come my way. 

Son - Henry Williams Brother - Moses Jones 

In memory of my grandfather 

Samuel Lassiter 
In loving memory of my mother Granddaughter - Lula B. Jones 

Mrs. Odell Horton 

Departed - March 7, 1937 In memory of my mother 

Mrs. Albertha Filmore 

Daughter - Dorothea Snead 

In my heart your memory lingers 

Sweetly, tender, fond and true 

There is not a day dear mother 
In memory of my grandmothe.r 

That I do not think of you. 
Mrs. Mary Michael 

April, 1965 

Grandson - Lee Willis 

Son - Roosevelt Horton 

In memory of my dear brother 

Joseph Turner 

Marjorie Venter 



Loving remembrance of 

HORACE MAY 

Who passed Apri I 18, 1943 

A worker for Christ 

Sophronia May and Family 

Loving memory of my parents 

MR. and MRS. CHARLES B. AIKEN 

Their work, finished ; 

They passed on. 

Devoted daughter - Blanchie Hamlin 

Sacred to the memory of my beloved mother 

MARY IVES 

Departed September 30, 1939 

Loving daughter - Rosetta Aiken 

A tribute of love to the memory 

of my dear brother 

CHARLES BUSSEY 

Departed this life October 17, 1966 

Devoted sister - Delia Postell 

In loving memory of my parents 

MR. and MRS. WILLIAM H. WALDRON 

Daughter - Sarah Hamlin 

In memory of our friend 

MRS. ETHEL AIKEN 

Her memory is as dear today 

As the day she passed away. 

Mr. and Mrs. James Cockfield 

In loving memory of my sister 

Gentle, unselfish , a sister ever true, 

My proudest possession , dear sister , was you . 

Devoted sister - Nettie Aiken 

In loving memory of 

Father - GEORGE E. HOLLVEY - 1949 

Mother - NANNIE E. HOLLVEY - 1957 

Grandmother - LAURA W. NELSON - 1953 

George E. Hollvey 



In Memoriam 
Edward Y. Dunlap 

1891 - 1958 
Wife-Daughter-Granddaughters 

In Memoriam 
Edward Burgess Carpenter 
Aug. 1955 - Oct. 1955 
Parents and Grandparents 

In Memoriam 

LIDA A. WHITE 

1895 - 1959 

Husband, Son, Wife and Grandchildren 

In Memoriam 

GEORGE EDWARD HARRIS 

April 1888 - Jan. 1954 

Wife, Children and Grandchildren 

In Memoriam 

ELAINE MARIE (HARRIS) JOHNSTON 

July 1937 - May 1965 

Children, Mother, Sisters and Brother 

In loving memory of our sister 

EDNA HAMLIN HORTON 

James A. Hamlin 

Robert H. Hamlin 

MY COUSIN 

CARRIE LEE KING 

Robert H. Hamlin 

In Memoriam 

MARJORIE THEONA (HARRIS) BROOKS 

July 1939 - Dec. 1965 

Husband, Mother, Sisters and Brother 

In Memoriam 

CLARA ANNA MURRAY - 1953 

Clara Elizabeth Murray - 1954 

Theona (Murray) Wilson - 1964 

The Family 



In loving memory of my father 

NAPOLEON OODEN 

Who passed December 21, 1968 

Devoted daughter 

Eva Dixon 

In memory of my beloved wife 

KATIE M. HEREFORD 

Who passed October 18, 1964 

Loving husband 

Scott 

WILLIAM E. PRICE 

February 7, 1923 - March 9, 1966 

He was loved on earth; treasured in death; 

A beautiful memory is all we have left . 

Children and Wife 

Sacred to the memory of 

my father and brother 

JOHN L. UPCHURCH and 

RICHARD M. UPCHURCH 

Mrs. Ruth Ferrell 

A tribute of love to the memory of 

my beloved mother 

MRS. LULA FERRELL 

Departed this life October 31, 1961 

Son - Walter Ferrell 

Sacred to the memory of 

my beloved father 

VALENTINO TAVARES 

Departed December 20, 1952 

Daughter - Anna 

In memory of my mother 

ELISHA WILLIAMS 

Her work was finished and she passed on. 

Son - James 

Loving memory of our son 

THEODORE WATKINS 

If love could have saved you, 

you would not have died 

Mother and Dad 



In loving memory of our father 

VANCE GASTON 

Sisters - Ovedia, Willie Mae, Nellie 

and Grandmother Ollie Hambrick 

Mrs. Annabelle Aiken 

Mrs. Bertha Rollins 

In loving memory of our parents 

DEACON ROBERT M. ROLLINS 

DEACONESS MALVINA ROLLINS 

Son - Ralph Rollins 

Daughter - Alice H. Bassette 

In loving memory of my parents 

REV. ALBERT T. McCLURE 

MRS. DOROTHY McCLURE 

Son - Joshua McClure 

In loving memory of my father 

CHARLES THOMAS, SR. 

Son - Charles Thomas, Jr. 

In memory of my loving uncle 

WALTER HILLMAN 

Who passed May 18, 1969 

Niece - Mrs. Gladys E. Johnson 

MOLLIE LASSITER 

It's sweet to know we'll meet again 

Where parting is no more; 

And that the one I love so much 

Has only gone before. 

Loving husband - James Lassiter 

WAYMON PERRY 

There is a memory in our hearts everyday 

The passing years cannot take away; 

An empty _ place no one can fill; 

We miss you, Buddy, and always will. 

October 31, 1953 

Sisters Aldonia McKinnon, Elnora Lassiter 

In loving memory of my father 

ADDISON W. TAPSCOTT 

Departed th is I ife July 17, 1967 

Daughter - Elsie Jennings 



I loved them but God 
In memory of our dear grandmother 

loved them more 
Mrs. Elizabeth Coleman 

In memory of my parents 
Passed away January 4, 1968 

Mr. Sidney Morgan and 
Mrs. Alma Ryan 

Mrs. Mamie A. (Morgan) Lewis 
Miss Althea Coleman 

Loving daughter-Gladys Barrett 

In loving memory of 

a dear daughter and sister 

Mrs. Emma Lawrence In loving memory of my Dear 

Departed October 7, 1961 Wife - Mrs. Nellie Watts 

Asleep in Jesus' beautiful sleep Carlyle E. Watts 

Mr. and Mrs. William Robertson 

and Family 

In loving memory of 

my dear mother In memory of my dear mother 

Mrs. Mattie Watts Mrs. Dessie Brooks 

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Gaines Departed November 11, 1947 

Wonderful memories of you 

I hold so dear; 

In prayer and thought I 

In loving memory of Keep you near. 

Mother - Mrs. Irene Grant Basey-1964 

Grandmother - Mrs. Arris Ward-1959 

Irene Hollvey 

Daughter-Mrs. Annie Williams 



In memory of my loved ones 

God has led my dear ones on 

And He can do no wrong 

Mrs. Viola May 

In memory of my loved ones 

God has led my dear ones on 

And He can do no wrong. 

Tean 

In memory of our aunt 

MRS. ETHEL AIKEN 

One who loved everyone 

and was cherished by all. 

Angie Watkins and Children 

In memory of my uncles 

COLEMAN PERRY 

LEWIS PERRY 

MAJOR HORTON 

Niece - Dorater Perry 

In memory of my loving aunt 

LETITIA MACK 

Cast thy burdens upon the Lord 

And He shall sustain thee. 

Niece - Nadine Carter 

Sacred to the memory of 

my beloved parents 

MR. and MRS. DAVID ELZEY 

Daughter - Nora Davis 

In memory of my loving father 

ROBERT MOLTIMORE, SR. 

Who passed May 17, 1928 

Son -- Robert Moltimore 

A tribute of love to the memory of 

my grandmother 

ANNA M. BROWN 

Departed this life December 25, 1966 

Marinda Bickford and mother 



In memory of my husband 

Earl V. Butler, Sr. 

Wife - Esse V. Butler 

In loving memory 

of the Looney Family 

Lena Moltimore 

In loving memory of my mother 

Mrs. Mattie Watts 

Mrs. Catherine Fequa 

In loving memory of my mother 

Mrs. Mattie Watts 

Mrs. Florence Wigginton 

In memory of my grandmother 

Mrs. Lucy Nichols 

Granddaughter Delores Massey 

In loving memory of our father 

Elwood A. Gay 

The Children 

In loving memory of my grandfather 

Willie Thomas 

Granddaughter - Lizzie Young 

In loving memory of my mother 

Mrs. Mattie Watts 

Mrs. John John Wilcox 

In loving memory of my mother 

Mrs. Mattie Watts 

Daughter - Delores Watts 

In loving memory of my mother 

Mrs. Mattie Watts 

Mrs. Mattie Smith 

In loving memory of my mother 

Mrs. Pollie S. Hawkins 

Mrs. Frances Frye 

In loving memory of our aunt 

Elinor Shannon Cooper 

Richard and Patricia Bearden 

In loving memory of 

Patrick Beverly Epps 

The Garrick Children 

In loving memory of 

Jacob Charles Benson 

The Garrick Children 

In loving memory of my mother 

Mrs. Hattie Lynch 

Gauntice Marie Jones 

In loving memory of my mother 

Mrs. Lula Frye 

Son - Raymond Frye 



In loving memory of my father 

Booker T. Ryan 

Daughter Mrs. Mary Smith 

In loving memory of my father 

Mr. Murray Taylor 

Daughter Evelyn Warren 

In loving memory of my mother 

Mrs. Elizabeth Clarke 

Cleophis Clarke 

In loving memory of my mother 

Mrs. Lucretia Ballard 

Lucretia and Son 

In loving memory of my aunt 
Mrs. Virginia Reid 

Departed May 31 , 1966 

Walter F. Medley 

In memory of my father 
Mrs. Henry Louis Robertson 

1925 - 1969 
Mrs. Pearl Harris 

In loving memory of my daughter 
Ester Kilgore 

September 9, 1967 
Mrs. Ada Ki I gore 

In loving memory of 
Mr. and Mrs. Alonza Montague, Sr. 

Douglas and Barbara Montague 
and Children 

In memory of my mother 

Mrs. Dorothy Snead 

Son Walter Snead 

In loving memory of our baby 

Darryl Terrance CTemens 

Departed October 2, 1963 

In memory of our father 
Arthur Hedges 

Departed May 12, 1967 
Children and Granddaughter 

In loving memory of our dear baby 
Dennis Lassiter 

Passed February 2, 1964 
Mr. and Mrs. James Lassiter and Family 

In loving memory of my aunt 

Mrs. Pearl Perry 

Lula B. Jones 

In loving memory of our beloved son 

John 

· Mr. and Mrs. Lonnie Mangum 

In loving memory of a dear grandmother 
Mrs. Hannah Patterson 
Passed April 3, 1966 
Rommie L. Graham 

In memory of husband and father 

Mr. Herbert C. Williams 

Mrs. Marie Williams and Children 



In loving memory of 

Mrs. Ethel Aiken 

The Family 

1912-Mrs. Ethel Aiken-1962 

Blessed are the pure in heart 

Bubbles 

In memory of my father 

John Roberts 

Daughter Beulah Richardson 

In memory of my grandfather 

Napoleon Ooden 

Granddaughter Benny 

In memory of my mother 

Mrs. Lillie Richardson 

Son Oscar Richardson 

In memory of our parents 

Clyde and Marguerite Brown 

Vernette and Carolyn 

In memory of my aunt 

Bennie Lee Handley 

Niece - Gloria Nunally 

In memory of my cousin 

Mrs. Ruth Smith 

Sammy Vaughn 

In memory of my parents 

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Smith 

Son Toy Smith 

In memory of my parents 

Mr. and Mrs. Lemuel Craighead 

Son Christopher Craighead 

In memory of my mother 

Mrs. Emma Hatchett 

Son Charles Hatchett 

In memory of my parents 

Mr. and Mrs. Adolphus Corry 

Calvin Corry 

Loving memory of my uncle 

Mr. C. W. Brown 

Nephew Charles Aiken Sr. 

In memory of my grandfather 

James Roy Robertson 

Grandaughter Annett 

In loving memory of 

John L. Almeida 

The Almeida Family 

In loving memory of our father 

Carl M. Elsey 

Cookie and Diane 



In memory of my father 

Deacon Charlie Williams 

Daughter - Vera Mae Croskey 

In loving memory of my parents 

Ceasar and Lula McClary 

Son - Ceasar McClary 

In loving memory of my parents 

Mr. and Mrs. Ceasar McClary 

Son - Deacon Leroy McClary 

In memory of my grandparents 

Ceasar and Lula McClary 

Bobby and David Parham 

In memory of a tremendous father 

John Thomas Pass 

Son - James R. Pass 

In loving memory of my father 

Joseph Parham 

Son - Robert Parham 

For the good of all 

A Friend 

In loving memory of my parents 

D. A. and Lola Mallory 

Marion Pryor 

In loving memory of 

Deacon William M. Mercer 

Wife - Mrs. Abelle B. Mercer 

In loving memory of daughters 

Melvina, Susan, and Esther 

Mr. and Mrs. James Rollins 

In loving memory of 

Maria Sepe 

In loving memory of 

Adella Parker 

Pastor's Church Club 

In loving memory of 

my mother and father 

Devoted son - Thomas J. Garrick 

In loving memory of my parents 

Mack C. and Lilla Edwards 

Eula M. Atwater 

In loving memory of 

Fannie Rollins and Mary E. Saunders 

Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Rollins 

In loving memory of my parents 

Abraham and Dinah Brown 

Daughter - Beatrice Garrick 



In loving memory of my mother 

Anna M. Bryan 

Daughter - Geraldyne Greene 

In loving memory of my father 

John A. Kennedy 

Daughter - Marion Mason 

In loving memory of my mother 

Lillian G. Kennedy 

Son - John A. Kennedy 

Anna Whitten 

Jonah Rosemond 

Sister - Louise Morris 

Perry Baxter - Husband 

Richard Young - Brother 

Eunice Baxter 

In loving memory of my son 

John A. Mangum 

Mother - Janet Mangum 

In loving memory of my husband 

Allen Thomas 

Wife - Margaret Thomas 

In loving memory of my husband 

Macon Lawrence 

Wife - Rosa Lawrence 

In loving memory of my parents 

Edward and Mable Coates 

Marie Perry 

In loving memory of my mother 

Mrs. Essie M. Kinsey 

Daughter - Mrs. Maree Anderson 

In loving memory of my uncle 

Deacon R. Sumner Robertson 

Mrs. Irene Pritchard 

Samuel W. Jennings - Trustee 

Evelyn M. Jennings - Deaconess 

Daughter - Mrs. Florence Fletcher 

In loving memory of my parents 

William and Jennie Horton 

Daughter - Mrs. Cleoma Reid 

In loving mem_ory of my husband 

George J. Harrold 

Wife . - · Mrs. Anna Harrold 

In loving memory of my husband 

Harold D. Golden 

Wife - Louise Golden 

In loving memory of 

Mrs. Virginia Reid 

Pastor's Church Aid Club 



Faithful Founders of Ebenezer 

Moses and Marry Jane Hampton 

Niece - Felisco Paige 

In loving memory of my brother 

Donald S. Paige 

Sister - Rhea Turner 

In loving memory of my brother 

Frederick K. Paige 

Sister - Joyce G. Paige 

In loving memory of my husband 

Charles S. Beaubien 

Wife - Marguerite Beaubien 

In loving memory of my wife 

Julia Turner 

Husband - Hutson Turner 

In loving memory of my grandparents 

Deacon Christopher and Jeanette Ridley 

Granddaughter - Ruth Gaines 

In loving memory of my sister 

Emma Kate Diggs 

Sister - Elnora Chandler 

In loving memory of my stepmother 

Cornelia Turner 

Stepdaughter - Josephine Almeida 

In loving memory of my father 

Andrew Watts 
Daughter and Son-in -law 

Frank and Catherine Fequa 

In loving memory of my mother 

Rosie Mae Wright 

Daughter - Juanita Fernandes 

In loving memory of my mother 

Rebecca Young 

Daughter - Etta Williamson 

In loving memory of Mrs. Cora Martin 

My mother 

Daughter - Mrs. Corrine Black 

In loving memory of my husband 

John R. Pendleton 

Wife - Cordelia Pendleton 

In loving memory of my parents 

Abraham . and Dinah Shannon Brown 

Dau·ghter - Emma L. Bearden 

In loving memory of my father 

Samuel G. Paige 

Daughter - Pearl Baham 

In loving memory of my parents 

Abraham and Mary McClary 

Daughter - Mary Lee McClary 



In memory of my grandmother 

Mrs. Vassie Ellison 

Mrs. Carolyn Metts 

In memory of my mother 

Mrs. Vassie Ellison 

Mrs. Juanita Steele 

In memory of my sister 

Mrs. Lillie B. Farley 

Mrs. Lottie Brown 

In loving memory of my mother 

Mrs. Fannie Rollins 

Daughter - Estel le 

In loving memory of 

Georgenia Baxtrom 

Mrs. Carnetta Teloria and Daughters 

In memory of our beloved parents 

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Ivery 

Miss Patty Horton and Family 

In memory of my dear mother 

Mrs. Julian Horton 

Son - Leon Horton 

In memory of our dear son 

Michael Ivery 

Gertrude and James 

In memory of my aunt 

Mrs. Edna Frazier 

Debra Ingram 

In memory of my parents 

Rev. and Mrs. Samuel DeShazior 

Mrs. Lottie Brown 

In memory of 

Mrs. Georgenia Baxtrom 

Mother Corriea 

PATRONS and PATRONESSES 

Mrs. Harriett Roach & Boys Deborah Yvonne White 

Mr. and Mrs. James Silva William T. White, 111 

Mrs. Vivian Silva and Children George Harris White 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Jones Chyonne Elise Johnson 

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Williams Miss Eddie R. Lee 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles R. Price 

Mr. and Mrs. James A. Jones 

Mr. and Mrs. John T. Hyman 

Mr. and Mrs. Jarvis D. Jones 

Mr. and Mrs. George Lima 

Mrs. Lola Jackson and family 
Mr. and Mrs. William T. White, Jr. 

Mr. and Mrs. Louis Shelby 

Allen and Thelma Waters 

Rev. and Mrs. Arthur L. Hardge 

Mrs. Thelma Harris and family 

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Johnson 

Mr. and Mrs. Albert L: Smith 

Mr. and Mrs. Lee F. ,Willis 

Mr. and Mrs. Major Pettiway 

Mr. and Mrs. John McClintock 

Mr. and Mrs. James Warner, Jr. 

Mr. and Mrs. James Lassiter 

Mr. and Mrs. George Knight 

Mr. and Mrs. Francis Howard 

Mr. and Mrs. Vernon Hazard 

Mr. and Mrs. Lemuel Fuller 

Mr. and Mrs. Lonnie Mangum 

Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Edmonds 

Mrs. Howard Brown, Jr. 

Ce.cilia Carter 

Harriet Tilman Temple 

Mr. and Mrs. John Ryan 

Mr. and Mrs. Isaac Edmondson, Jr. 

Mr. and Mrs. Leroy Isom, Sr. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Waller 



D & B OIL SERVICE 

SERVICE FOR ALL TYPES OF BURNERS 

85 SWAN STREET 

EAST PROVIDENCE, R. I. 

Bob Turner 

434-8238 

RESIDENCE : 
112 WEST CLIFFORD ST . 

LIFE , HEALTH , GROUP INSURAN ·CE, 
ANNUITIES , PENSION PLANS 

PROVIDENCE, R. I. 
421-8493 

Bus : 521-2200 

II 

ROBERT MOL TI MORE, JR. 
LICENSED SPECIAL AGENT 

NEW YORK LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 
245 WATERMAN STREET, ROOM 401 
PROVIDENCE , RHODE ISLAND 02906 

621-B22B 

BUSINESS 

751-3215 

RESIDENCE 

MARCUS AUTO BODY 
ERIC MARCUS, PROP. 

COMPLETE AUTO BODY SERVICE 

WRECKS REBUILT - WELDING - PAINTING 

24 HOUR TOWING 

418 VALLEY STREET PROVIDENCE, R. I. 02909 

IELEPHO NE 621 -9341 

Don Turner 

434-5605 

24 HOUR 

TOWING SERVICE 

CITY AUTO BODY CO. 
BODY AND FENDER WORK 

254 CRANSTON STREET 

PROVIDENCE , R . I. 

MOL TIMORE'S AUTO SERVICE 

A ti antic Gas and Oil 
Expert Mechanic On Duty 

Complete Automotive Service 
Hours 7 A.M. to 6 P.M. 

254 Cranston Street 

Providence, R. I. 



BATES WIGGINS 

207 Cranston Street 

Providence, R. I. 

.,.,Center for the Natural Look" 

Christine Bates Watts Cosmetician 

LARMAR CLEANSING CO. 
•••CLEANSERS• DYERS••• 

• STORAGE • DYEING • REPAIRING• 

SAVE UP TO 

15o/o I DISCOUNT 
CASH & CARRY 

FOR PROMPT ONE DAY SERVICE 
AT OUR PLANT - CALL TEmple 1-3451 

1386 WESTMINSTER ST. 
PROVIDENCE, R. I. 

Congratulations and Best Wishes 

on your historic move. 

MESHANTICUT PARK COMMUNITY 

BAPTIST CHURCH 

180 Oaklawn Avenue 

Cranston, R. I. 

Rev. Carl A. Jones, Jr., Pastor 

LYNCH'S MEATERY 
YOUR 

WILLARD CENTER _ 

1-111 iJ ~ &lvt;1t:Uifii 
240-244 Prairie Ave. Providence, R. I. 

Compliments 

of 

A FRIEND 

OPEN 
SUNDAY 
9 to2 



THE CRUFF AGENCY 

BEST WISHES 

FOR SUCCESS Insurance & Bonds 

Industrial Bank Building 

Providence, Rhode Island 

Bell Funeral Home 

421-1617 

' 

Best Wishes 

With every good wish for 

Growth and Progress I 

for God's Work 

In The Years Ahead 

Jarvis and Charlene Jones EAST PROVIDENCE 

NEGRO MEN'S CIVIC ASSN. 



Compliments of 

THE EBONITIES CLUB 

President .............. Mrs. Virginia Rhodes 
Vice President .............. Mrs. Sarah Bonay 
Secretary .................. Mrs. Rose Warner 
Treasurer ................. Mrs. Velma Hedges 
Corr. Secretary .......... Mrs. Dorothea Snead 
Chaplin ................... Mrs. Odessa Terry 

Members 

Mrs. Lizzie Young 
Mrs. Nannae Daniel 

Mrs. Thelma Simmons 
Mrs. Jackie Cafferty 

The ministers of the Ministers' Alliance of 
Providence and Vicinity, of which Wallace J. Cook 
is a long-time member, join me in felicitating the 
Pastor, Officers, and members of the Ebenezer 
Baptist Church on the occasion of the Dedicatorial 
Services of their new structure. This magnificent 
structure will not only serve future generations in 
an outstanding way but will stand as a monument 
to all who have labored that this historic moment 
may be realized. 

James E. Leary, President 
Ministers' Alliance of Providence 

and Vicinity 

RESIDENCE 

861-5969 

OFFICE 

521-5946 

Carpenter C"Jeeaft» 
Commercial - Residential - Management 

T. A. CARPENTER 
M. J. CARPENTER 

266 CRANSTON ST. 
PROVIDENCE, R. I. 

The congregation of the Second Free Will 
Baptist Church, with pride and great pleasure, 
congratulate the congregation of the Ebenezer 
Baptist Church upon . this historic and significant 
move to their new place of worship, study, and 
fellowship. Along with our sincere congratulations 
goes our earnest ·prayer that this wonderful and 
spacious stru~ture shall be faithfully utilized to the 
glory of God and service to man, for we feel sure 
that this great step forward will promote both the 
spiritual and cultural life of our people and city. 

James E. Leary, Pastor 
Second Free Will Baptist Church 
Providence, R. I. 



Compliments of Compliments of 

MASSACHUSETTS SIX CORNER CLEANSERS 

FRIENDS East Providence, R. I. 

Compliments of 

TH ET A EPSILON CHAPTER 

OMEGA PSI PHI FRATERNITY 

We rejoice with Ebenezer 

on this glorious occasion. 

MISS BARBARA'S 
HOUSE OF BEAUTY 

OLNEY STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 

REV. PAUL T. THOMPSON, Pastor 

Permanents - Haircutting - Haircoloring 
Wigs- Wigle ts - Sales and Service 

Permanents Our Specialty 

630 Broad Street Providence , R. I. 
- 621-8759 

GOD'S RICHEST BLESSING 

ARTHUR L. HARDGE - Pastor 

R. THOMAS - Chairman, Board of Trustees 



PATRONS and PATRONESSES 

Mr. and Mrs. James V. Gordon 

Mr. and Mrs. Horace Craig 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Baskins 

Mr. and Mrs. Willie Coleman 

Mr. and Mrs. Clarence M. Butler 

A Friend 

Mrs. Earsalen Tavares 

Mr. and Mrs. William Robertson 

Mr. and Mrs. John Miller 

Mr. and Mrs. Horace Brannon 

Mr. and Mrs. William Farnsworth 

Mr. Victor A. Taber 

Miss Ann Mallory 

Miss Geraldyn Scott 

Mr. Charles Samos 

Mr. Frank M. Dermott 

Mr. Harold Williams 

Mrs. Claire Grossman 

Mrs. Myra Harris 

Mrs. J. Gilbert Wright 

Mr. Arthur Wilson 

A Friend 
Mr. Joseph Kayata 

Miss Lou Williams 

Mr. Bernard Perry 

Mrs. Hattie Perry 

Mrs. Veronica Barnett 

Mrs. Rose Bedard 

Mrs. Mary Williams 

Mr. William T. Atwater 

Miss Pearl G. Gatling 

Mrs. Helen Johnson 

Mrs. Katherine Fernandez 

Rev. and Mrs. Benjamin Mitchell 

Mr. and Mrs. George Gomes 

Mrs. Abelle Mercer 

Mr. Ernest J. Snead 

Mrs. Bertha Underwood 

Mr. James Byars 

Mr. and Mrs. Peter D'Amore 

Mrs. Lavenia Duerson 

Mrs. Doris Walker 

Mrs. Dominga Costa 

Mr. and Mrs. Stinson Fowler 

Miss Sadie Hart 

Miss Annie Hart 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. Fowler 

Mr . and Mrs. Edward E. Clarke 

Mrs. Betty Jackson 

Miss Vivian Dudley 

Miss Barbara Mallory 

Mrs. Georgie E. H. Brown 

Mrs. Mary Lewis 

Mrs. Elbertha Young 

Mrs. Anna Thimas 

Mrs. Elsie Thomas 

Mr. Ralph Epps 

Mrs. Florence Lewis 

Mrs. Lottie Wray 

Kambie 

Mrs. Estelle Glenn 

Mrs . Alice Isom 

Mr. Sidney Barrett 

Miss Sandra Barrett 

Mrs. Carlie Lichalis 

Mr. Walter Warren 

Mr. Raymond Barboza 

Mrs. Mary Smith 

Mrs. Frederick Russell 

Mrs. Naomi Gracia 

Mrs. Ada L. Birch 

Mr. Harold Weston 

Mrs. Theresa M. Oliver 

Rev. Earl Harley 

Mr. John Silva 

Mrs . Ruth Natali 

Mr. R. Willard 

Mr. Malcom Gaul 

Mrs. Mae Rouse 

Mrs. Rebecca Owens 

Mrs. Margret Je.f_freys 

Mrs. Barbara Almeida 

Mr. Robert Robertson 

Mr. Algie Wilson 

Mr. Wi,lliam Murray (N. Y.) 

Mrs. Eleanor Hutchinson 

Mr. Howard (Bussy) Jackson 

Mrs. Ruth Harris 

J. Wayne Edmondson 

Gwendolwyn A. Edmondson 

Calvin Carter 

Catherine Briggs 

Mr. and Mrs. James Ellison 

Edward Carrington 

Mr. and Mrs . Bruce Aiken 

Wardine Hyman 



PATRONS and PATRONESSES 

Mr. and Mrs. James R. Williams 
Jack's Barber Shop 
Jack's Beauty Shop 

Mr. Eddie Feinberg 
Mr. Fred Martin 

Mr. Edward Steven 

Mr. Raymond McKinnon 
Mr. Leroy Scott 
Mr. Lonnie Bryant 

Mr. Edrick Ramsey 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Burgesson 

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Bassett, Jr. 
Mr. Frank Silva 

Mr. Anthony Grande 
Mr. Carmine Grande 
Mrs. Marion Kelly 
Mr. David Feinberg 
Mrs. Ruby Fernandes 
Mrs. Clara Norman 
Mrs. Lilly Bell Woodrow 
Mr. and Mrs. Hubert McKinnon 
Mrs. Alice Edmondson and Daughter 
Mr. Waymon McKinnon 
Mr. and Mrs. Prence Albert Jenkins Sr. 
Mrs. Harry Greenspon 
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Lassiter 
Mrs. Lena Horwitz 
Mrs. Laura Lopez 
Mrs. Marie Lopez 

Mrs. Madelyn Perry 
Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Lassiter 
Miss Huberta McKinnon 
Mrs. Mollie Amado 
Mr. William Clements 
Mr. and Mrs. Honor Woodard 
Mrs. Rhoda Bryant 
Mrs. Ada Dale 

Mr. Isaiah Sheldon 
Miss Asenath McKinnon 
Mr. Junior Smith 

Slim 
Friends 

Mr. Frank Dean 
Mrs. Dorothy Mangum 
Mrs. Louis Strauss 
Mrs. Marion Lincoln 
Mr. Paul Black 
Mrs. Dorothy Black 

Mr. and Mrs. James Whiteside 
Mr. Jacob Botvin 
Mr. and Mrs. John Kennedy 

Mr. and Mrs. George Mason 
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert L. Robertson 

Mr. Harold Kennedy 
Mr. Roger Summer 
Mrs. Lula Simmons 
Mrs. Kathlene Robertson 
Miss Jean Perry 

Mrs. Helen Pierce 
Mr. Clarence Ives 
Mrs. Emma Mazyck 
Mr. and Mrs. Archie Johnson 

Mrs. Rosa Lawrence 
Mrs. June Corry 

Mr. and Mrs. Rufus Robertson 
Mrs. Margie Antrum 
Bernice and Hozell Wilson 
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Young 
Mrs. Catherine Martins 
Mr. and Mrs. Preston Reid 
Mr. Richard M. Lucas 
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Gaines 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Lambert 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Sills 
Mrs. Lu la Jacks 
Mrs. Amy Fairweather 
Mrs. Pearl Harris 

Mrs. An ·na Harold 
Mr. and Mrs. Theodore McCall 
Mr. and Mrs. John H. Norvell 
M rs.-1 del la Jackson 
Mrs. Mattie Allen 
Mrs. Elizabeth Graves 
Mrs. Dennis E. Norris 
Mrs. Cora Britto 
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Foreman 
Mr. John Evans 
Sheilah Robertson 
Mrs. Margaret Simmons 
Mrs. Hope Shannon 
Mr. Clifford Robinson 
Mrs. Joyce Sanders 
Miss Cheryl L. Cook 
Mr. Ambrose Mendes 
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Fishbein 
Mr. and Mrs. Randolph Vito 



PATRONS and PATRONESSES 

Mr. and Mrs. Jody May 

Lennie Baker 

Oliver Frails 
Clyde Robertson 

John Perry 

Mrs. Beatrice Evora 

William Butler 
Lillian Frazier 
Eunicesteen Frazier 

Ethel Lambert 
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Soares 

Mr. and Mrs. Ambrose J. Hamlin 
Mr. and Mrs. James Cockfield 
Mrs. Maurice Clements & Sons 

Frank Reis 
Mr. and Mrs. M. Louis Gonsalves 

Robert H. Hamlin 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Wallace 
Mr. and Mrs. David L. Perry 

Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Rollins, Jr. 

Mr. and Mrs. Maxwell Holloir 

Mr. and Mrs. David W. Aiken 
Mr. and Mrs. John Bassette 

Mrs. Muriel Hyman 

Mrs. Millicent Barnett 

Mr. and Mrs. Clayton Cannal 

Miss Beverly McEleen 

Mr. and Mrs. C. G. Harden 

Mr. and Mrs. Nelson H. Harris, Sr. 

Dec. and Mrs. James Wright 

Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Bickford 

The Roy Hudson Family 

Mr. and Mrs. Eddie Young 

Mr. and Mrs. Donald E. Smith 
Mr. and Mrs. Martin 

Mr. and Mrs. Augustino Alpaio, Jr. 

Mr. and Mrs. James F. Hargrave, Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. Vernon Dunlap 
Mr. and Mrs. Melvin Burgess 
Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Pinderhughes 

Mr. and Mrs. Andrew King 

Mrs. Olympia Billue and Daughters 
Mr. and Mrs. Barry Lucas 
Mrs. Theresa Smith and Children 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Potter 

Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Peaker 
Mr. and Mrs. Bennie Parker 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Percell (N.C.) 

Pixie Black 
Mrs. Geraldine Smith 

Mrs. Lillian Littlejohn 

M. Geraldine Wright 

A Friend 

Mrs. Ethel I. Watson 

Maureen E. Johnson 

H. Morrison 
Mr. David Kiel 
Mrs. Patricia Morris 

Mr. Oscar Williams 
Miss Eleano r Lacey 

Mr. Marven Hearn 

Miss Barbara Lacey 

Mrs. Lola Adams 
Mrs. Joyce Langston 

Miss Addie D. Scott 

Mr. and Mrs. Jesse R. Heath 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles A . Ross 

David A. Ross 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas W. Wheeler, Sr. 
Mr. and Mrs. Hercules M. Porter 

Mr. and Mrs. Odell Gimble 

Mr. and Mrs. Joshua Claiborne 

Mr. and Mrs. Wesley Briggs 

Mr. and Mrs. Donald Hedges 

Mrs. Ethel Perry 

Mr. and Mrs. Elbert Jones 

Mrs. Lois Jones 
Brookner Florist 

Mrs. Mary L. Hedges 

Mrs. Della DeJournette 
Miss Gladys Crum 

Mr. G. Whightman Williams 
Mr. John Evans 
Mr. William B. Baptista 

Mrs. Barbara Oliver 
Mrs. Helen Rollins 
Miss Rhonda Denise Smith 
Miss Alinda Mae Smith 
Mr. Albert L. Smith, 11 
Miss Althea Coleman 
Mrs. Lillie Holloway 
Miss Virginia Hamlin 

Mr. Robert Maltimore, Jr. 
Miss Gwendolyn Carol 
Mrs. Mabel Lee 

Miss Yvonne Brown 



OUR CHURCH IN STUDY AND WORSHIP 

Sunday 
Church School 
Morning Worship (Nursery available) .................... . 
Baptist Youth Fellowship ............................. . 
Evening Worship (Each First Sunday) ................... . 

Wednesday 
Bible Study and Prayer Service ......................... . 

OUR CHURCH LEADERSHIP AT WORK 

9:30 a.m. 
11 :00 a.m. 
5:30 p.m. 
7:00 p.m. 

7:30 p.m. 

Clerk ................................ Mr. Paul Lambert, 861-3398 
Treasurer ............................. Mr. Ralph Rollins, 461-07 54 
Financial Secretary ...................... Miss Pearl Gatling, 941-4695 
Church Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mrs. Carolyn L. Williamson 
Pastor's Secretary ....................... Mrs. Rhea Turner, 781-4783 
Envelope Clerk ...................... Mr. Willie Bloodworth, 521-6029 
Chairman, Deacon Board ................ Mr. Leroy Isom, Sr., 521-6029 
Chairman, Trustee Board ................ Mr. Richard Turner, 781-4783 
Chairman, Board of Education ............. Mrs. Alma Rollins, 461-65 68 
Church School Superintendent ............. -. Mr. Ernest Snead, 434-6809 
Church Moderator ..................... .... Mr. David Perry, 751-4547 
Organist ........................... _Mrs. Veronica Barnett, 781-0144 
Sexton .......................... · ... Mr. Clyde Robertson, 434-7076 
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Sarah Garjner of Newport, R. I . 

,~tLile at the Animal Shelter in April, 1956, Mr. George Reilly, 
the super'tend Ent asked if I knew how the Society was started . 
I ans ¢wered,,yes, through a colored woman •• He samd that was 
right and told me the following story . 

Sarah Gardner opened and closed homes in Newport for the wealthy 
also getting help for them for the summer season. She was 
frugal, banking her money and intended to leave it to the 
newport Hospital . 

She was visiting in the hospit a l ·a nd being deaf, did not hear 
the bell announcing the end of calling hours, a nurse came to 
her and told her visiting hours were over, not he ~ring her she 
continnued t o stay . The nurse told an interne to ask her to 
leave , which he did in not too complimentary language, waich -vf~ 
she heard. 

Being upset she had a new will drawn leaving her life savings 
to the amount of $28,000 . 00 to a society which would care for 
her fifteen cats. 

This wB-S the start of tl::le R . I . Soc iety-f--o-r the Preve1l~ 
C~ue=kty t-o Animals iB Rhede I-s-1-and. There was an office in Newport 
as well as in Providence an d later the Newport office was 
closed leaving the one in Providence answering calls from all 
over the State . 
, <O,,tp_____ ~ di. ~ 19~r ,,( ~ J~ ; ~ ~~ 1/:,_,_/,,_~n/L~ ~ 
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Old Taylor Presents: In enious Atnericans 

#6 in a series 

Matthew Alexander Henson (1866--1955) 

The first man to set foot 
on the top of the world. 

The signs of a true adventurer 
showed up early in the life of 
Matthew Henson. At the ripe old 
age of thirteen, Henson shipped out 
as cabin boy on a schooner bound 
for China. 

When he returned to Washing, 
ton, D.C., he met the man who 
helped make him famous.The then 
Lt. Robert E. Peary discovered Matt 
Henson working in a Washington 
hat shop. Peary was immediately 
impressed by Henson, and he 
invited the young man to join a 
canal--surveying expedition to 
Nicaragua. Henson accepted. 

Under Peary's tutelage, Matt 
Henson became an able navigator, 
adept at calculating distances and 
plotting charts. A short time later, 

Peary began his renowned arctic 
expeditions to locate the North 
Pole, and Henson accompanied the 
admiral on all seven trips. 

On the final trip, Peary lay 
drained from exhaustion and crip, 
pled by frostbite .. Someone had to 
make the last dash to the Pole, and 
fast, since a number of nations were 
vying for the claim. 

Matt Henson was the man. 
Trudging the last painful miles, 
recording observations and calcu--
1 at i ng a true course, Matthew 
Alexander Henson became the 
first man to locate and stand on 
the North Pole. Peary arrived forty, 
five minutes later, and, together, the 
men planted the American flag. 

No longer was Matthew Henson 

an obscure adventurer. He was 
given a Congressional Medal, life 
membership in the Explorers' Club, 
a commendation from the 
President, a Master of Science 
degree by Morgan State College, 
and numerous medals and plaques 
from civic organizations. 

April 6, 1959, the 50th anniver-
sary of the discovery of the North 
Pole, was proclaimed by the gover-
n or of Maryland as Matthew 
Alexander Henson Day. Fitting 
tribute to the first man ever to 
stand on the top of the world. 

OLD TAYLOR 
KENTUCKY STRAIGHT BOURBON 
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11f . . • . . • . . . • • • • • • . . . • • GO 
~t3 e!Prl,.s nt au .,\· 1~rng» uun u n.J 

f'1l fJ1(H'W,tlll<i ~l of...... . . 900 
36 lalwt·l ·n ~ ll!l d l.lH'<'f-\'11P'\'l'l.-t ut . . (;(10 
3~ un tbt• char f,,r<'e 11!: ,. . . • . • 240 

844 

35,600 

G0,100 
21,Gt){) 
lU20 

~tvs ,720 
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I, Charles F- Bennett, Secretary or State hereby certify that 

Charles McGurly, Charles : F. Bla:ck, Frank J. King, Henry O Harris, 

Charles L. Cummings and George R. Washington have filed mnt the 

Office of · the secretary of State, according to law, their agree- 

ment to form a corporation under the name of · t he IRREPROACHABLE 

BENEFICIAL ASSOCIATION, for the pur pose of mutual benefit andi 

protection of members and for the purpose of rendering assistance 

to members or their families in case of illness and to insure the 

payment of certain sums t o the widow or dependents of a member on 

his death and for the social and charitable purposes:, in accord 

with law and have also filed the certificate of the General Treas

urer that they have paid into the geberal treasury of the State, 

the fee required by law. 

Witness my hand and the seal of the State of Rhode Island, 

1-903- According to the recordirig secretary ' s book it states there was 
a re - organization and election of officers ~n May 10 , 1903 . 

" The Irreproachable Club met to reorganize and elect om:~if o.l~· 
lowing officers. 11,~oved and 2nd that George Noyes be nominated '."'".:~t:.t' 
for rresiJent, carried;Moved and 2nd that Charles McGurley be 
nominat Ed for Vice President , carrie& ; Moved and 2nd that Frank 
King be nomltnated for Treasurer , carried; Moved and 2nd that 
Moses Timberlake be nominated for Secretary, carried~

0 
••••••••• 

Moved and 2nd that a committee of 5 be appointed to draw up By
Laws, carried . Frank l\.ing , chairman; Charles Cummlngs , Charles 
Black , Anderson Peirce and TWTilliam H. Thomas . 

Yoved that the membership be limited to 25 members , carr ie!i 

Moved and 2nd that each member hA taxed 50 cants to start a treas 
ury ., JToved and 2nd that each meetin: herafter every member shall 
be taxed fol . 00, carried ........... 0 ••••••••••••• 

Signed Moses Timberlake, Sec . 



I, Charles F .. Bennett, Secretary of · State hereby certify that 

Charles McGurly, Charles ; F. Black, Frank .. T. King, Henry O Harris, 

Charles L. Cummings and George R. Washington have filed tn t the 

Office of ' the Secretary of state, according to law, their agree- · 

ment to form a corporation under the name of · the IRREPROACHABLE 

BENEFICIAL ASSOCIATION, for the pur pose of mutual benefit andi 

protection of members and for the purpose of rendering assistance 

to members or their families in case of illness and to insure the 

payment of certain sums t o the widow or dependents of a member on 

his death and for the social and charitabLe purposes ,, in accord 

with law and have also filed the certificate of the General Treas

urer that they have paid into the geberal treasury of the State, 

the fee required by law. 

Witness my hand and the seal of the State of Rhode Island, 

this 29th day of October in the year of 1904. 

sisned Charles P. Bennett 

Secretary of State 

.. " . .. . . . ... . .. . .. ... 
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~~A residents and Recording Secretary's o~ the Irreproachable 

Beneficial Association 
. 19C14"-l965 -
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21- George W ~ ·Long 
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22- · " " 
23- ft et 

24- tf · tt r 

25- tt · n 

26- Henry .. J. Jphnson 
27- tt tf 

28- " tt 

29- Robert L. Bailey 
30- Henry J. Johnson 
31- Charles Black 
32- " If ; 

33- tt, II 

34- " " 
35- " " 
36- " " 
37- tt tt 

~8- George Stockett 
39- " " 
40- tf ft 

41- '' tt 

42- ff tt 

43- " " 
44- u fl 

45- E. Donald Wheeler 
46- It 11 

47- ft u 
48- tt ff 

49- B. Aibert Ford . 
50- " "' 
51- Charles Black 
52- William E. Oliver 
53- ti • tt 

54- u 11 

55- E. Donald Wheeler 
56- tt u 

57- " " 
58- John T. Barrows 

'II . 

over 

William A. Jackson 
Louis ; Rvde 
A. J. Husband 
" " " , 

Cecil ~ . Dailey 
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H 

tt· 

Melv:tn Anderson 
ti It • 

tt. rt· 

Joseph B. Bland 
tt· - · n 

J. Poweli Booker 
tf ; It ! 
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n u and Joseph Bland 
Joseph B. Bland 
Leon Wiggins acting 
A. 'M. 'Aailey 

" " 
fl 

Earl B. Wheeler · 
ff u 
tf " 
u tt 

" 
" tt 

" " .. 
u " ,. " 
ft tt 

II " 
tt tt 

It " 
If If 

fl ti 

R. w. Sc-ott 
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ti u 
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" ,, 
Allen K. ~ohinso~ 
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1959- J ohn T. Barrows 
60- lt ft 

61- ,ft , tt 

62- ,. ft 

63- tt tt 

64- It tf 

65- Amos Venter 

,. ... J 

Allen K. Robins -on 
Clarence J. Osborne, Jr. 

. " tl l 

u- " and Kenneth 
William H. Gross _. Walker 
James E • . Clanton 

n· 

The club really started in 1903 with Mr. Charles McGuirlv in the 
chair, deciding to incorporate, the papers came through on Mav 10, 
1904 and G'eorge No~S 3 was elected President for that year. 

These men were cooks and waiters, havi~ worked on Saturdav, they 
met in various homesi, putting up fifty cents to cover a meal which 
the lady of the .. house would coo ,k. 

. 
They would eat, drink and play cards enjoying the sociability for 
the day, one man drank too much and vomited on the floor and ... the -
lady of the house said; "they would 11ever enter her house again''. -

• < 

They found a room on the second floor over Nahajian' Tobacco Store, 
next to the Big Bear, for around ten or fifteen dollars a month and 
with a second band refrigerator with pan under neath to catbh t bae 
water, this was for the cold beer; a sideboard was purchased a nd on 
this they had their bottles o:f liquor. Bill Garnett worked at the --Albee 
theater a,nd · was · given some ta .bles and chairs from the Prop .room, .... 
they were in buisness~ 

When they incorporated they bad to have a name so one of the 
members . who was high s-US!gested or said ''W'e are Irreproachable" and 
that 1s how we got this name. ·~ 

Complied by Carl Rt Gross,M. D. 196~ ·, assisted by Peter Monterio 



.Jan . 1·0 , - The Irreproachable Ben e fic i al _n.sso ,"\i ation he ld e. be.nquet i n 
1910 their club rooos , 923 ~ssto in ster Str ee t , Fro vi de cce , R . I ., in 

1-onor of LTa tthew t~lex anderi Henson, wh o accom pa nj_ee d Command er 
Feary to the North Pole . 
nf t e r a ""'r a·1 · ol1 S me!=l :i ~- ';,-,::, fi rst r- .. : 0 aker to 1~e i·n+-r>o:-J,t.Jced w..-,s r,...,_ Cl (J cA 1~! ,..J:.L l,;..l ',; ~ ::J l,. -...J l..J , ...J.J.. ' . • - ,O~ 

1'0r mer 1:2-yor Po.trj_ck J~ LicCerth y wh o congradulated Lr . Henso n 
on be i ng able to part i c i pa te in this wonderful event. 
Dr. Jsme s A . Gilbert v,as t he to a st mas te r for the even ing and 
intr ·oduce d th e follov vin g speake rs:-- la-wyer I. C. Dad e of I'-:e:v 
Bedf oI ;d , :r,ras s ; I.a:wyer E . B . Jo'rdah , also of New Bed~o r d ; 1.:r. 
George E . :aecke t, Ja mes E . Dixon , · I.2.vryer 1.'.ill i am A . Esa thoan , 
all of Provi denc e; 1Yilli2. m Herc ules r1:a tthews of I':ev:port , R . 
I., the f irs t 1':ezro o-v-1ner a rtl o~erator of a dru g store in R • 
.L. 
J1he c ome1ittee of arrangem ents VJ8.S c omposed of '.'.~il liam H. 
:En.and, \';i .lliam Garnett , F!.'an k King and l\mbr ose ~Tohnso n. 
( Prov. Eve Bul Ja n.11, 191 0 C. R .G. July 1969 ) 

----,- , ; j 

rfhe pleasure 

_/ ' 
• ,"/ 1} 1 

f ) I I . .J _.,,, ;_ / ,',..,...,..__.,... '\. ,,. ,. - -

of y t)Ur companv is 
, ,/ 

requested at a reception given in honor c,[ 

1\t1A -r1 .'l--!EVV I-IENS ON 

associated with Dr. Pearv 1n ~~orth Pol e 
.I 

expedi t ion s, by the lr ~·eproachable Ben e-· 

ficial :\ssociation, 1n --lt~ rooms l'J o~ 9 2 3 

Vv e S t rn i ~ i. S t er S tr-~ C t , ~ j C n C1 a)' , J J. n ll {l r y I O, 

1 9 1 o, a t 8. 3 o p. m ~ 
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_,,._ .. :.~: ~ Jay /·"1' s1;rv ;o s st a r ted by a gr·ou p of Le~ r o 
; .. : f :-." t b e pu .rpo; o of ce r i ng for sma ll ch i ld r e n 
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Negro Churches In Rhode Island: 
1783 - 1966 

Church of God and Saints of Christ 
1905 - 1966 

Compiled by: 
Mr. Luke N. Fears 
Church of God and Saints of Christ 

For: 
Doctor Carl R. Gross 

Tvro itissionaries came to Providence, Rhode Island and so in 
terested a group of people in their religious doctrine , that they 
requested a minister be sent to establish a church here. 

~lder Allen Waters arrived in Providence , Rhode Island on 
July 5, 1905 and organized this group under the name of the Church 
of God and Saints of Christ . It became an incorporated body 
August 1 L~, 1908 under the same name with the following men named 
as Trustees: Alonzo Allen, Andrew Rhodes, Edward Potter and 
Samuel Orum;. 

Elder ·:·raters rented a building at 422 ·rrashington St reet as 
the first tabernacle . The official day of worship being Saturday 
( Sabbath) according to Exodus 20:8-11 inclusive, no servile work 
was done by the members . A Department of Religious Education 
(Sabbath School) was formed for the spiritual indoctrination of 
the adults and children; also the Daughters of Jerusalem and Sis 
ters of Mercy ("!omen ' s Auxiliary) did charitable work and raised 
funds to su:pport the work . 

On Winter Street near Cranston Street they had a grocery 
store operated by the members, also they owned two buildings at 
49 and 53 Tfinter Street , which were a parsonage and a home for 
the aged and orphan children . 

Reverend Watkins became the pastor in 1935. Under his direc
tion the Southern Jubilee Singers were organized and gave concerts 
at churches, auditoriums and on television ·which was a source of 
revenue for the church . In 1959 the Echoes of Melody consisting 
mainly of younger members also sang over the same medium . 



The tabernacle moved several times, from 422 Washington 
Street to 47 ~ inter Street, back to 422 ~ashington Street; then to 
Randall Square, 10 Cranston Street. October 2, 1948 the edifice 
of the Second Freewill Baptist Church was purchased. 

Bishop Levis. Plummer became the pastor in 1957. In 
March, 1960 the State purchased the church edifice to make way 
for a thruway, also the city purchased the buildings on triinter 
Street. The tabernacle again moved to temporary quaters at 32 
Haskins Street. The last service was held at Haskins Street on 
November 31, 1963 and again the tabernacle moved to temporary 
quarters at 105 Benedict Street on December 6, 1963 

Elder Judah A. Person came as Associate Minister in June, 
1963. IDn June 16, 1964 the congregation purchased the corner lot 
at the corner of Dodge and Cranston Streets from the Providence 
Redevelopment Agency. The ground breaking took place August 6, 
1964, the first service was held in the social hall May 1, 1965. 
On July 4t 1965 Bishop Levi S. Plummer and congregation dedicated 
their new Tabernacle: a split-level structure with sanctuary, 
social hall, classrooms, offices indoor garden and parking lot. 

Reverend Allen Waters 

Reverend Benjamin H. Watkins 

Bishop Levi S. Plummer, B.S.,B.De 

Reverend Judah A. Person, Associate Minister 

1905 - 1934 

1935 - 1957 

1957 -

1963 -



. 7 (!_____ 

(}reeling-tJ : 

This is a most auspicious occasion for me as I have 
an affinity to the Pastor and members of the Providence 
Tabernacle who, through perserverance, faith, and vi
sions of a more progressive organization, have made this 
day of dedication a reality. 

May God grant you peace and prosperity in your 
new Tabernacle. 

Bishop H. Z. Plummer, D.D., Executive Head of the Church of 
God and Saints of Christ in the United States, Africa and West 
Indies, also President of the Belleville Industrial School, will dedicate 
our new tabernacle. 

G I 
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BISHOP LEVI So PLUMMER 
v 

BISHOP JEHU A. CROWDY 

BISHOP H. W. WATSON 

BISHO·P HUGH H. LE'VY 

BISHOP WILLIAM STEW ART 
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• :> 
:, 

t t 
t t 
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t t 
f Congratulations! t 
t t 
4 JR. GRAND AUXILIARY OF THE t 
t DAUGHTERS OF JERUSALEM AND SISTERS t 
t t t OF MERCY ¼ 
t t 
f BARBARA 0. DICKERSON, JR. Grand Rachel t 
t ABIGAIL E. JONES, JR. Grand Leah r l RUTH ANN WADE, JR. Grand Mary t 
t B. KETURAH PHILLIPS, JR. Grand Martha t 
t ELIZABETH GILL, JH. Grand Storehouse Mistress 't 
t t t T. LOLA PARKER, JR. Grand Exhorter t 
t t 
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t t t Compliments of t 
t t 
t t 
t CABRAL MOVING AND STORAGE t 
t t 
t 182 Grosvenor A venue t 
t East Providence, R. I. t 
i Tel. GE 4-1883 t 
t --- - ---- -- t 
t t 
t t 
t GWENS DELICATESSEN & GROCERY t t HOME OF SUPERIOR QUAUTY t 
i L i WE SPECIALIZE IN HOME COOKED FOODS f 
t MA 1-9073 t . 
i 160 Prairie A venue t 
t L 

Providence, R. I. F 

t ---- - ----------- - -- - - t t t 
t t t EL WOOD'S DINER t 
t SPECIALIZIN;G IN ITALIAN & AMERIC:AN FOODS t 
cf Breakfast Special _ , Orders To Take Out t 
t t 
cf 683 Eddy Street t 
cf Providence, R. I. t t Telephone 621-0950 t 
t t 
t t 
t CONTINENTAL HOTEL & RESTAURANT t 
4 Serving Providence for Over a Quarter Century t 
cf Rooms Available any Time t 
t FINEST FOODS - OPEN 24 HOURS t 
t 260 Broad Street t 
t Providence, R. I. r 
0i Call MA 1-8222 t 
t t 
@~ ~~~~~ ~~ ~ ~~ ~,;><.oij!~ ~ ~~~....,~~~ ~ ~~ ~c.or,~~ 



Greetings from the Pastor: 

Nearly 60 years ago, the 
Reverend Allen Waters 
undertook the task of or
ganizing a Congregation 
in Providence, and with 
the assistance of four 
reliable and responsible 
trustees - Alonzo Allen, 
Andrew Rhodes, Edward 
Potter, Samuel Crum -
the Church of God and 
Saints of Christ was incor
porated on August 14, 
1908 in the State of Rhode 
Island. The membership 
under the Reverend Waters fostered religious develop
ment through indoctrination and fellowship. 

The next pastor, the Reverend Benjamin H. Watkins, 
continued to develop and broaden the religious pro
gram which had been started by his predecessor. He 
and the members were successful in purchasing at 68 
Pond Street an edifice which became the major source 
of funds for the building of our new tabernacle. 

Our predecessors bequeathed to us in the spirit of 
love a rich religious legacy which we hope to pass to 
our posterity. The impetus of this spiritual heritage, which 
we hope to share with others, should inspire us to accept 
the responsibility and challenge of a new and attractive 
opportunity to advance the work of their hands. 

Through the indefatigible efforts of our predecessors 
who desired a new tabernacle and ,, ... died in faith, not 
having received the promises, but having seen them 
afar off ... ", and through the laborious striving of our 
now faithful souls, who would not accept defeat but who 
bravely withstood the deprivation of a suitable p]ace of 
worship, a dream came true, a foundation was laid, a 
tabernacle was erected. 

I 

I 

I, 

This tabernacle will be instrumental in: 
1) promoting the spiritual growth of the individual 

and giving him a philosophy of life that is under
girded with a dynamic God-consciousness; 

2) making religion felt as the greatest dynamic force 
in the community and utilizing a program that 
will create a community of worshipers to oppose 
the ungodly and provide a religious basis for a 
new social order; 

3) establishing an international missionary perspec 
tive and effecting a program that will induce dis 
content with the present world until it is in har 
mony with the whole cosmos; 

4) writing the law of God into the heart of man and 
making clearer the 11 unconditional and incompar
able worth of the moral law." 

Life is becoming increasingly difficult and proble
matic because of the imposing contemporary social dis 
orders that tend to confuse and devaluate life. 

Though our hearts are saddened by the prevailin g 
circumstances, we do welcome the available oppor
tunity to extend our services of redemption and regen
eration in the community to those disturbed and socially 
disinherited people who live on the back streets of ach
ing humanity and suffer from an impediment of social 
intercourse and whose background deprives them of 
social sophistication. 

This monumental task might appear to be too great 
for us to accomplish, but with the help of God we can 
work wonders. If there should be any doubt in regard 
to our success, let us reflect upon the immortal words of 
Isaiah, "Fear thou not, for I am with thee, be not dismayed 
for I am thy God, I will strengthen thee, yea I will help 
thee." Isaiah 41: 10 



HISTORICAL DATES 

July 5, 1905 

August 14, 1908 

September, 1935 

1935 

October 2, 1948 

May 2, 1957 

September 28, 195 7 

January 6, 1959 

March, 1960 

June, 1960 

June, 1963 

November 31, 1963 

December 6, 1963 

June 16, 1964 

August 6, 1964 

May 1, 1965 

July 4, 1965 

The Reverend Allen Waters came to Provi
dence as the First Pastor 

The Church of God and Saints of Christ was 
incorporated in the State of Rhode Island 

The Reverend Benjamin H. Watkins was in
stalled as the Second Pastor 

The Southern Jubilee Singers were organized 

The Edifice at 68 Pond Street was purchased 

The Right Reverend Levi S. Plummer came to 

Providence as the Third Pastor 

.The Right Reverend Levi S. Plummer was 
officially installed as Pastor 

The Echoes of Melody were organized 

Edifice at 68 Pond Street was purchased by 
the State of Rhode Island for a thruway 

Congregation moved into temporary quarters 
at 32 Haskins Street 

The Reverend Judah A. Person came to Prov
idence as Associate Minister 

Last Service at 32 Haskins Street 

Congregation moved again to temporary 
quarters at 105 Benedict Street 

Purchased corner lot at Dodge and Cranston 
Streets from Providence Redevelopment · 
Agency -

Broke ground for new tabernacle 

First service held in social hall of new taber
nacle 

Dedication of new tabernacle 

WEEKEND SCHEDULE 

Service, Friday evening, July 2, 7:00 p.m. 

Service, Saturday, July 3, 10:00 a.m. 

Dedication Service, Sunday , July 4, 3:00 p.m. 

Meals served 
at 

Tabernacle 

t 

OUR TABERNACLE: A split-level structure with sanctu

ary, social halt classrooms, offices, indoor garden, 

parking lot, etc. 

SERVICES RENDERED: Spiritual growth, fellowship, re

ligious education, charity, welfare, recreation. 

PASTOR 

The Right Reverend Levi S. Plummer, B.S., B.D. 

Bishop 

ASSOCIATE MINISTER 

The Reverend Judah A. Person 

ARCHITECT: Ira Rakatansky, A.I.A. CONTRACTOR: Paul Surabian 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Adelbert Thomas, Chairman 

Armond S. Venter, Sr. 

Ardele Waters, Sec'y 

Julius Price · 

Joshua Thomas 

Ronald Thomas 

Eugenia Hilliard 

BUILDING COMMITTEE 

The Right Reverend Levi S. Plummer, Chairman 

Luke N. Fears, Publicty a.nd Promotion 

Elizabeth Thomas, Finance 

Be3trice K. Phillips , Furnishings 

Eleanor J. Thomas, Study 

Allinisse Cogell, Architect and Site 
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Tht:: J\\IlnJu ial John BroV\7.rl 
t~erriorial a Meeting 

will be held in 

~I~l1e A. rv1. E . Zi()il Cl1L1rc11 
\\.l:'\TER STREET 

RE Vo A. l-\ .. CROC ii:E , Pastor 

On Monday Ev'ng, :Oec~ 2, 190 7 

'_r he obje ct o: this met.:ting is to memnraiize th e deeds 
o i t~.lt 1':-Zir:esc; a:id noble martyr JOHN HROWN \\ho 

~~:1\ ·e Lis life t~ at nth~rs might li\·e <1ncl er1joy th;tt ~d1kh he 

h '11self w ;1s per'->ccu ted and .hna\ iy clwd for. A lso to keep 
fr ~~h in t he min d! o f us all the debt of th ,tnkfulne5S whid-1 
we o we to hin-: anJ hi:--co-workers for their loyal and g, l!ant 
fi .., IH : or I i be rt y _ 

THE LOYS' OUARTETTE ,..._, 
\ • 1 :-10 ,e aJ-l re :-;.;-:-; will be ck'.ltver~d bv Hi~ Exc elie ncv 

.J " 

G overnor Jam es H. Hig ~(ns , Hi., H .rnor Ma yo r P.a.trickj. 

i\L_Carthy , H on . Ju iit:s L. Mitchel, 1f on. Th omas N. Hick
Vl>cll, Dr. \\ . m. H. l i :.:g·n ~, ff on . James C. Col lins, :\tlrs . 
R. L. ~" r1.iley. and fre ci_y clergy who ha, ·e beell ir1vi1e ! 
tn :-}'' a k. 

i\l usic vr ill be f11 rn :slu·d by the 
HATSO:\ FE\L.; _ LE QU ~-\R'f ETTE 

t ~e A. 1\1 E . Z 1c)ti '.
1

e ~pe r Clwir ~rnd other well known 

t l : en t . D o or :; ope n c~ 1 7 : 3 o Program beg i n s at -..i • 

The Pub lic is welcome Seats are free 

E~10RY 8. Tl;R\'ER. Presideut of Arsociation 
MR ::;. E . n. TUR~ ER Secr et ary oi H '-, 

w· 1-l, L.-'.RTER, S~cr e~ary of 1\lemoriaI C ommittle 

'-",._ .,, .,, ., , 1-r i nl,N) t;u.. 775 Wes-tminst.<, St .. P1c.~1<1e11ce 
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V/ILL BE HEL ~D ON 

fl1' erl [ I tnuaJ cvemng, 
AT THE 

INTER STREET-• l\t E. ZION tlt .111 ~r,u un\Ja,bn 
Rev. E. GEORGE Bi OLE , astor 

The Committ ee earnestly cequest all citizen5 to be present and join with 
them in 

HONORING and MEMORIAL!ZlNG A~v1ERICA'S CREA TEST 

MARTYR 

JOHN BR01rVN 
Who sacrificed his life and the lives of his Sons for the Cause 

of Fre edom . 

SIN'GING, 
PRAYER, 

PR () CRAl \t!ME 
Chorus of the Several Church Choirs of the Citv 

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING. 
SELECTION, 

Rev. S. W. Smith 
F. R. Purnell 

Chorus 
rvlrs. Cassie Banks 

W. H. Higg ns, M. D. 
READING, 
PAPER, 
SOLO, 
ESSAY. 
ADDRESS ~ 

Miss Amy Pinder Bailey 
~Ars, Sop hie Moo e Brown 

REMARKS, __ _ 
Julius L. l\t1itchell 

City Cler gy 
WIV1. A. HEATH!\1AN, !½aster of Ceremontes. 

JOHN BROVlN COf.4:MlTTEE 
Mrs .. Adella TiJrner, Honorary Pres ident ; W. H. Carter, Presid ent: F. R Purn.ell, s~cretary; 

R. L Bailey, Trea~urer; Thomas V..1• Bicknall, 0 . B. Jone i, W. D. M ajor, Frank Epp~. F , L 
1·01:.,,er, A. R. Jdl·'r::or;, P. F. Mabry , \X,'. \Vh ite, Mrs. Jones, Mis Sophie Moote Brown, /\11iss 
S iidie W T.c-ri·,:;, ['.Jr. .H. L. La.touche, D. Vv'. \f/ ash i,1?to n, Mrs. R. L. Bai ley. 

SEATS FREE 
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H [S TOR y OF c1-r:n~ CH 

.-----. . ? ',/ 1} 1,, . · . ;,.v-c n.~e n by_ ~.is!er P. Cole 
/~ ./A • . "1~~ (,. ,_.I r,-(1,rt,-'J.,-(/~)II_; if ~~--7 .,...(_/t,..,-(__./ 

~ ~~!,/-,v/rt-,V? 41'--yV 

The prese ,1t ch,ircb )S Joc a.tcd v t Ashmont & P1a i n 

Scs . in C1.e her.l.rt. of Sou th Provid ence . Purch ase d in the 

ye.J. r of 1955, this gre ;it c hurch hd.3 m~".l,de rapid progress 

Hl meetin g the need s of the c omrn1.,;,nity in whi ch it 1s 

located . The cong regd tion rnoved f:rorri CoLfax St. f.rorn 

c1. s m 2J1e r edifice ·where the church had stood for ma ny 

y ears, and ser v ed the pu rpose fc1 r- the building of thP 

Kingd c .:·n ,Ji He;;;ven in the hcJ .rt s of men. \Ve feel that 

by the lte l p of God Lhj s g r eat ch u re h f3 h.-i 11 go fo rv1 (1 rd 

in the n ame of the Lord and Savior, J esus Christ, for 
11 • JI ) -::t-/'"', 'J ,I . -- A I I 

<.--C,,J/1,-1-i,f..,, l.J ;_.~u:.A' .. , v t.l.-v' 1¥'..;.7 ~ ,(/V I ~u~*>-1.,v"--'. ) If M i.:. 1"'~ 
I-Jj S CJ tt~tc?4, . { l ':"--i / /'- - / - I V 

~ -n ,} vl.L,,L.A/_,, --:J/ t , '~, lkt/..J,,/f ,,t,., '1-c,_,___ 
JA..,.._ ........ t,/t,-t- (. " / ~- r ·J/1 I . / 

) i . C---v1~....v ~-- . t, 2 ~ . ~ .. 
IJ,i.-'/'~-e.-:i'-0"~ -- . r-) C ,, 1.--1. - d-1 ~o L. 

l 
l.,, V " \ ' . • .• /. , l ., • .,.. _/, "'1 ,,, - I c · 

v, V"" I'...,-\ • ._. .. "' . ' • 

Th is bo ok is dedjcat.ed in m~mory of 

our dee eas cd 1nen--..1:·Jr:,, r ,., .1.!. '-' . • -' . 

h.t /t,. ,C£.,i i ;,Y.!-~ /4-t-£-~yi., /~$--~ 
] ,,: ,P ~ J 

l)v t,,,, l . 1:--i:.,.,t,~-?t"'- -<>-
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Mr. & Mrs . Herbert: Tilson · 1v1rs " Ph ylli s R arn.os 
Mrs . Viola Vleeden M r. & Mrs . HaroJd W ee d en 
Mrs . Lin 1an i.y .-.Lsh1ngton 
M,1s s . GL ;;.s s Corp . 
G r:) .nts H o bby Shop 
Andrew J. Bt ]] , III 
L -1·i.1rett .-1. J"l)nf'S 

My j 1 l ~ ~k L ,, P 1•1 :t 1 C 

1 . K- , ... r ,: 1 n g . :: .. p , ~ n 

M rs . M .; 1y S"dv ;., 

Mrs Anth ony De ~gadc 
Nt -{ ry T-L Kennedy 
Thorn ,{S Henry Brown 
Rev .. &. Mrs . Jesse L . 

Connor 

Re v . & Mrs . Albert D. 
Tyson 

The 1.1c1k] ejo hn Co. 
R11th : s Blvd. Beduty Sa.Jo n 
WiJli ~.nn F reern~: n 
Rober t Carruthers 
Jciseph P. L im ·~-, S-r. 
J, .1 m~s ClcmL ' 111.s 

Samuel B ,'.,ptisi . 

J :=i rn e s Du . k e r son 

M r & Mrs . CL i rence 
F, 1.r r ,1,'v' 

Mr- . & M 1 s . J , Df· ·: g ;.,_ d o 
Mr . & M :cs . A . Tt ·r 1 en. 
Mr . Anthony P\ t1 0, 

Bob Forshee 
Berna 1 d C . GL ,.dstone 
J ,mes N , V{1]Jidms 

D , 1' w 1 0 ngn1, _ . 1Json 

Re \/. John P , Gr :.ih, i m 

Rev A rt hur B 1v1ercer 
A J1, y. &. 1'1r s . Joseph G , 

Le Count 
Mee Hong Res! ,au rr1.n1 

D , Lev1ne 
Mr. & Mrs , V"1.]J1 --=irn Cole 

Rev . & Mrs . I-L E . Cross 

~ 

t ; 
\ 
I 

J,1m es R D ,:1-~ke ~l 
Ken Kennedy . 1 

M a.nsJi e ld 

C zi rnp St Sp ec ia] ":,Y Shc,p 

M . F ,tneJ]i . ) 
L10ncl C1 ('c kel. t~ J :L 

Ch ;::i rl es D , Ed1nond l 
Roy Tuu 
1'v1r , & M :r-s Har o]d 0 . Isom 

Ro ber i Pe · er son j 
Mr. &: MJ s Henry Spec; ,rman 
H ·;:r mond Jordon 
1v1r . & 1vL·s L . DeJg ;,.dc; 

1'Ar , & M1 s. A . L J.ce y 
1v1r. W . B1 n·Tvn 
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Macedonia Union American M. E. Church, formerly on Colfax Street, 
in Frovi d ence, R. I. / 9 o 'J -- I q /; ~ 
Th e ch tmch was a jo ining of a 1:e thodist and Baptist Church and :tn 
1907, Rev. John Wesley Fisher bec ame the pastor and built the edifice 
on Colfax st. 
The present chu r ch under the name of the 1.~acedonia AmeJ:1ican Union 
Methodist Church wa s purchased and rededicated I d -;;;- l.o 
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I Re-de-air.: tion : The Mdced1.''1i Union A.M.E.. Church in Prcvidt: :iu Yrd <S rededicated yede:-day and e ne·;-11 c.orne1·· ,. 
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1+ona was laid. Andrew J. ~el i, 9r3nd ma~1er of ths P ririce Hali MaH:m or R.I., officiated . ; 
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!!1: thP rJ.!"'"'!t~ ~j·:'\ln ,~, 

1 ! ; " r. m 1-- c-.: ~, . , · 
J--~;tr, :· .... ,.~ .. : ,._.--: 
1...1 2. •;: ~ ~ ~ \ ~ :J . -

"E;ds;:::..t'Cl. G,.>O,lt' -, 33 So•Jt.t 
°:"'l"'::,Jr.s-,:1. !,H Xc:,:-1.h 

:\! li r~. ~1 ~n~ft; ha.rr•.· 
:--; ortn 'Ms in; L,.:m (.$ -::-:. 

Feh. 10 {or :,..: .:t!E;" ~,; n ,~):-! :0r ··.; .~-:r:-, .~a l em , \f:aa.:, . 
duty . W \R!) ~-

:,!,. Ht:,-;~·L,;;. \;:: hoVi i· - g thP. ca~ frr: ( 1., ··

the, J;,v,,si i..rat; ' n . 
Yct.(_hJty Cuffee. ~ J \\'as 1,ing1o: 

/ '\1'.t11t:!. 10 'dr(lwn : \\':1J 1am F. H(')!'l'\.f 
1. , i''ra.r,stoo: Je~se H . H . H ryar,t. ' 
i. " ' = " ~ ...,..,,...t r · C' "'J 
!~;--lg. p1}.rtr.ur ,~ai • . _ "'"'!.."' e. --L ri 

1 f'u .-~t11. l A.J-:h"ro··:.: Jo~ .-r,h W 
I '?'}4 '>\:;;shinl!(t.on · J·iav-id L,:wi111 
: -,-:i.,.·.,nr <'r':" 1Ar:I" P.ol· -~rr- A. 8::-:it.h I r. ~r·i, - la r.~: Ba.I f'>€"lancey · n 

WILi r;o TO j V[q l ~~~·;t\~~:~i;{ c~ •. :~~~~~:h~~::l: 
.li U · , Ji I !\ ;:~~ l':r-an~to'.'l: JC)!'\n R,xkn~u ez, 

I WARI> 5. 

TIJ unt:1 ·AY I Mam.:cl f1lva., 2:1 BlR..Ck!tOr,e: ,.~ fi .l .,; 1 \':;';1.Mrr->:1, r11; Rl'lo--1e;s; Pe:-:1 bro 
j ' Huu j i~~ Plwty, Mt 1liiirn G . Wilco x 

{·,\'o(Hi. 
NEXT 

. W.-\RO ~ 

All B t T' f th . 2? o· · . l .E<!wud W , ~1!1ler . ;';2 Pa.yto · 
, U flree O - e .. IVISfOnS I A \~·tikH. 11:i· Hi:w~ti,n: Jot.er 

,·,i Yerncia! ~ ; Ruber t E. 
in State are Included in New ·1' I..<.lgan : John F. Allen. 78 \ . 

c·"t~er,. 
f -u.~ ~Rt> 7 

Draft Call for Registrants Who j .rff~ c_ . R. J ~tr.9o n, 10 ~re 
. . ! ,";ovrt.rz'ld H. v; ;1t.:1ms. 53 ( 

are ~ualif1ed tor General Arrr?J i:ztm:a.."'O -s. Ar,p i~b at~. 35 

Service. 
· ~rgr. 1',. f\1?;nti"::Y, 157 S · 

J<a..p'l{-t L. Bro·wn _ ~ Cen tra: 
P . .Boo).:M-, 113 Co.id1nis 11tr 
H.ar-ri1', F~r ncron I nr1. 
~·- Y; V"ill!am J _ Tayl0 r . S 

T-..o llll?:dre.1 and flr tt &i colorM men v-mu,m H . Y&nsey, 102 B 
"Will e n tnt cn f o r Ca.:np D~v,:;r,e- on Thurs .~,' _I\. ifr<"<i M _. 0. Co _::;-rn. H · 

- -..,. E~d t aay, ."1.ca,rding to thl" li ::<t .r;iven r,ut a.<: - G,::0n;e <.h 0 p-e.r, ~. J ~ Y 
. i· . Lc,ga:-i, -~ ~ , aldo st,.( 

draft he.! .t.le;uart~r,; t -:--day. All hut .hN!-t> j s-;';";,,.<;hlnr,ton. 36 Sii.Jem tru·e 
ef !b l' ,'.?2 d :·.· t5io ;,.l: :n th~ StAt.e ar~ ,.,~nd- 1 n· Hn - ccn. !,4. De,r~:,y a 
1nt: men in t b 1s raii. Qu;;,.l ,:'lt-J fo:- ~ne-r.;,f \ C<:J~;:: ;{,.:)rgf'. H . Potr~ r . & 
milftary s ... :..,..i'" ~- •ha l Jame1> Ea..'3klr.s, 1-« Locu .t!t 

Gt-o.:-;;-e \\ ·. He3.l\!'!. wh.-, 1".~ured ll'l ... ! t, ., Pa . r,,e ·i H 7nul"lg :!:.~ 
M !)hr rnu-rdn· tr L:1! •~ I..~~ t~t;a-r:.· f! ch!~t l ,~;~tt:cr,j. 'T. ;e cktln~. Ui Ct 
w-1~.ness , l!t ope r;f th~ c <'f\tl.,1,-..11..n.t trom ••. _ H l _ • . lS 
Ward i- ot thia clt y. He !:G~e in tt1e ca .!l ~'..a~ure.e · ·"-~?,;"6 a~~~ 
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'co;.9~n ODD FELLO'WS ~ 1 

1, 0 J ')J~ICATE . NE'Y BUILD~~. 
P 7 !!f' ,,.. . - 1.-q;I~ ;, . 

Oeremonle111 Held at Struct~ d-' . ! 
Cranston Street. , . i 

The ... new thr~-story lodge :bullding of 
the Gra.hd ·'U,nite<;l ·01,der of Odd Fellows 
::bt 314 Cranston street was ded1cated with 
appropriate ceremonies yesterday · after; 
noon. The dedication marks the culmtna~ 
t,_~n of 30 years, of . effort by the ·meqibers · 

· >f\ this lodge of colored people to qbtain 
a p~rmanent . home of their own. :· ., · · 

'l'he buildlng is of brick, with a afore 
ori the ground floor ' anti a small hall in 
he .rear, a large hall on the second floor 
nd other rooms for various activi.Ue~ of_ 

i
e ( lodge 'on the third _floor: The' 

0

b~1ld
ng '1was authorized on April 30, 1914,' .whe1f 
20,000 was apf,rop1iated for the . p~rpose, 
round · was · brokien on Aug, 16, 1,915, the 

' :-rnerstone was laid ,J.uly 1/i. 1916. - and 
the struc~ui,-e was completed in . .Dec~m-
ber. .-. · , _. , .:. ~., 
· F. I · Johnson was master of ceremo- · 
nies a~ the dedication. ; Rev. L. W. ,.Boyn,
ton, 'D. D., - gave the opening pray-er: ,,,..nr. 
i.v. H. Higgins · thanked . the people - of 
P.roviclence and the members,pf the order 
-for their assi~ ,tance in · i;nak.i1{g ~he ·stru(:- , 
ture a reality, in "his address of dedica

'tion. · J. G. ' LeCount ga-ye , a history ·or 
the organization and · Jts att~mpts ,to -se- . 
cu:re a home of its own. Other addresses 
.were made ·by i.v-. A. / ·Heathman, whQ J 

!
' poke on the berueflts \ of fraternallsm; . 

1. R. Armstrong, whp urged ,the mem
bers to show ,vhat they could d!> as ' 
ace in a,~ orga. nizati011 _for fratermtl . P.UF-_ 
'oses, ,and W, H. Gtoss, who · presented. 
he original charter of the society to , the 

1odg.e. • ' . ' : · . ' /, ,' ., · ,i · 
~- A. Brown recited a poem, and Miss 

Et-hel Warwick, Miss OJtvaA;, Wllllam::. 
and Asa l\'.f ars sang so~os. · Several ex:
presiqents of ,the order., visiting members, 
and members · of the two l{ouseholds~ tlte 
woman's auxiliary of ·\h1;3 · ord-er,___ {ta\7e 
brief ~-addresses. 1 Seyera.l t1ymns jvere ~~:g ~y t~e ,' a4~ _ienc _;• ;_,'Y~.i<;:n ,mie .. a_.~-;; he-
~~ - ··e 2:ii, 1:«feM·BS{-,,,\;.;;~ '-' :1 · . ., . ~ .& 



ROSE BUTLER BRONNE 

Rose But ler Bnowne was born in Boston , Mass , receiving part of he r 
elementary edu cation there and about the age of ten, the family mov
ed to Newport, R. I . , completing high school there . 

Her mother rented an apartment on Howell Street, Providence, R. I ., 
while two of her daughters attended college here and a third atten 
ded Hope High, she also acted as house mother for other NevYporters 
going to school here . 

Rhode Island Normal School Cert 1919 

Rhode Island State College, now URI BA 

Rhode Island College of Education, now RIC MA Ede 

Harvard University Phd Ede 

Rhode I sland College Fhd Ede hon 

1939 

1950 

Dr . Browne was the first Negro woman to receive a Phd Ede from Har 
vard, going there on a Rockfellow Foundation grant and then had to 
f i~ht to be accepted . ( S:ee her autobiography, "Love My Children°) 

As an author , her book, t•Love My ChilJren n, an autobiography by Rose 
Butler Browne, Phd ., and James~ . En2lish, c 69-19048, Meridith Press, 
New York, N. Y,, is a very interesting story of her life. 

She went to Virginia State College in 1925 to teach, the first year 
of a four year course for a degree . It was with some reluctance that 
the President of the school gave her leave to study at Harvard . She 
later taufuht in West Virginia, then in Durham, N. C. , where her hus 
band, the Rev . Emmett T. Browne had been called to a church there . 
They have one son , Emmett T . Browne, Jr . 

on September 28, 1969, Rhode Island College named and dedicated a 
seven story girls residence dormitory with appropiate ceremonies . 
(en c l) 

As an adopted daughter of Rhode Is l and r~<fuav1e included this biograph
ical sketch in my notes on Negroes and Events in Rhode Island from 
1696 to 1970 . 

I sent a stetch and program to Radcliffe ' s College Schlessinger Li
brary on the History of Romen in America, September 23 , 1969 . (see 
Evening Bulletin, September 29, 1969 press release) . 

Edited and compLle d by earl R. Gross , M. D, yrovidence , R. I . ,1969 
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Dr. Browne Is the Only One 
To. Question Her Worthiness 

Dr. Rose Butler Browne is 

naturally flattered!· by the 
shiny new dormitory they 

named for her at Rhode Is

land College yesterday. She 

also wonders if she is worthy 
I 

of the honor. . 
But knowledgeable observ

ers agree that the honor all 
goes to Rhode Island College. 

Rose Butler Browne is one 
of those people who. when 
you first meet her, irrwresses 
you so much with her knowl
edge and bearing that you 
know it's time to stop talk- · 
ing and listen for a while. 

Born in Boston, she moved 
with her family to Newport 
at the age of 10. After gr,ad
uating from that "great Rog
ers ' High," she worked hard 
to complete the 2½-yea:r 
teachers' course at Rhode 
Island College in 1919. She 
also graduated from the Uni
versity of Rhode Island. 

From there, · she moved on 
to teach at several Negro col
leges in the South, ending her 
career as head of the educa
tion department at North 

By WILLIAM K. GALE 

Carolina College . .. Along the 
way she became the first 
Negro woman to gain a Ph.D. 
degree in education at Ha.rvard. 

"Retired" · since 1963, Mrs. 
Browne (a title she prefers to 
"doctor") now operates a 
summer school for 60 Negro 
children aged 2 to 6 aimed at 
closing ·"the culture gap." 

The classes are an effort 
to get to the children early 
and off set the effects of the 
troubled environment from 
which _they come. 

In the education wing of 
her minister husband's Ba~
tist church in Durham, N.C .• 
she directs 10 teachers' ef
forts toward giving the chil
dren a better pictur~ of them
selves. 

"We don't tell a child just 
to stop doing something," 
Mrs. Browne says. "We tell 
him he_ is 'too fine' to do a 
wrong thing. · We try to pre
pare him better for the world 
he will have to live in. 

"People don't see the im
portance of giving small chil
dren small tasks and seeing 
that they are finished," she 

said. -''You_ can"t get along 
in American culture unless 
you can follow through." 

The school must work. Mrs. 
Browne says that all bu·t one 
of the graduates are at the 
head of their classes in ele
mentary schbol. 
· About 150 persons - rela

tives, friends, alumnae and 
residents of the hall ~ yester
day attended the dedication 
ceremonies. 

Among them was Governor 

Turn to Pa,ge lO, Col. 6 

Browne 



\ 

• -,. 

Browne 
Continued from Page One 

Licht, who told the honored 
alumna, "You must have rep
resented in your person what 
was so vital if Rhode Island 
and this country would pro-
gress. · 

"It is only fitting that your 
alma mater should honor you 
for your great contribution to 
this state and to- education 
itself. You have proven that 
those with courage and te
nacity can make a change 
for themselves and the state 
of Rhode Island." 

Responding to the encomi
ums showered upon her by the 
governor and others, Mrs. 
Browne said: 

"I am proud of this build
ing and what it symbolizes. 
I hope this building will say, 
'Hope to those who have no 
hope,' no matter how poor 
or how far down the ecoe 
nomic ladder." 

She praised the college for 
the · "feeling here that is more 
than I've , ever experienced a't 
any other institution - a feel
ing for the worth of every 
individual." 

Dr. Joseph P. Kaufman, 

RIC president, said she "sym
bolized the educated and va
lorous woman. We· are proud 
to have her name linked 'for
ever with ours." 

Other speakers included Dr. 
John Nazarian, president of 
the college's alumni asSocia
tion; Miss Catherine Mc
Manus, student president of 
the new Browne Residence 
Hall, and Mrs. Juanita M. 
Handy, . president of Alph'a 
Kappa · Alpha sorority, to 
which Mrs. Browne has · be
longed since 1926. 

Negroes, she believes, must 
develop a strong middle class 
if they are to gain their full 
citizenship. She does not 
mean the eliche middle class 
often dipicted as materialistic 
and shallow. She is speaking 
of a strong family life, good 
work habits and thrift. 

Some young blacks might 
see this goal as incredibly 
straight and a cop-out in the 
Negroes' :fight for civil rights. 
But Mrs. Browne is firm in 
her conviction. She is sure 
she is right. 

A woman who holds strong 
opm10ns ( "Head Start is · 
nothing but glorified baby
sitting"), she backs them with 

knowledge and logic . Un
doubtedly Mrs. Browne would 
be a formidable opponent in a 
debate. 

She speaks with the author
ity of a woman who has faced 
obstacles and overcame them 
to go on to accomplishment 
and a life of usefulness. ' 

A big woman but not fat, 
she · is tall and robust, trans
mitting great vitality. She 
often gesticulates while talk
ing and often refers to "my 
children" when speaking of 
the I many youngsters ,who 
have come under her wing 
during the past five decades. 

She has written about them 
and many other things includ
ing Rhode Island (the winters 
here are too cold for her 
now) in her recently pub 
lished autobiography "Love 
My Children." She has one 
son of her own, a career ma11 
in the Air Force. 

Having lived in the South 
since the 1920s, Mrs. Browne 
has Geen a -great many 
changes in the lot of the 
Negro, most of them coming 
in recent years as the result 
of ., world attention brought 
by tactics such as sit-ins. 

But in an interview Sat
urday in East Providence at 
the home of two of her sis
ters, Mrs. Charlotte Lee and 
Mrs. Henrietta Tidball , Mrs. 
Browne said she is more dis
tressed by than approving of 
the angry militancy of ma,ny 
young blacks these days. 

Instead, she expressed be
lief in what migµt be called 
a "controlled" militancy. 

"You can , fight to the 
death," .she said, "but cooUy, 
calmly, and unafraid. Nothing 
has ever been built by vio
lence and death. Violence 
may attract attention but 
things don't happen until you 
talk', . - I 

Sbe cited as an example an 
incident in Durham where 
each September the city 
would be festooned with flags 
saying, ''Welcome Duke Stu
dents" even though North 
Carolina. College, the Negro 
school was there too. 

Bla~k students protested 
the signs but :rpade their real , 
progress when they sat down 
with white tradespeople and 
laid their case on the table in 
strong terms. 

The signs are still there 
but now they say just, "Wel
come Students." 

Speaking of the contro,,..1 

versy last year in which 
black st 11dents walked off the: 
Brown campus in an effort td 
get more blacks into the uni
versity, Mrs. Browne said 
she feels the blacks won a 
"hollow victory'' when the 
university agreed to have a 
minimum number of Negroes 
in future classes. 

She said that the problem 
is that it will be almost im
possible for Brown to find 
enough blacks qualififd to 
meet the school's standards. 
"Don't open doors you are 
not prepared to go through," 
she said. 

But there are still doors 
for Mrs. Browne to go 
through. Even a woman with 
a distinguished record and a 
doctorate must still face dis
crimination if she is a Negro. 
· Mrs. Brown tells the story 
of the white woman who was 
amazed that she had been 
able to read an instruction 
sheet and then go ahead and 
put a .list of names in alpha
betical order without any help 
at ·an from the white world. 

Recently, she was the only 
Negro attending a breakfast 
meeting at a motel. A white 
man paid for her meal "so I 
wouldn't be embarrassed. I 
was making $12,00 a year but 
he thought it would be hard 
on me to . pay my own way," 
she says. 

Mrs. Browne can laugh 
about such incidents. But 
with her laughter there is an 
undertone of irony and per
haps a little bitterness. Or 
it could be just the bitter
sweet realization of that's the 
way it is. 

"It's not meanness - they 
don't mean to off end you ~ 
but we just have to live it 
out," she says. 

Mrs. Browne says she 
''wouldn't be normal" if she 
was n6t flattered by the 1.3-
million-dollar, 156-unit Rose 
Butler Browne Hall at RIC: 

She sees it as a good thing, 
not so much for her as for 
the - "young blacks looking 
on." 

-And again, for -some reason, 
she wonders about her worth
iness. "All I've done is work 
because I had to , Of course, 
then I did begin to work for 
the joy of it, too," she says. 

• . .J 
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7 HE PROVIDENCE CHRONICLE. Wm. D. 1viley. 
1. 

In the summer of 1923, after a tennis match b~ ween Boston 

and Providence teams, copies of 11The Boston Chronicle II containing 

a write-up of the games were sent to Providence. .A s the re su 1 t 

of a chance remark that he was interested in newspaper work, 

William D. Wiley agreed to contribute a column of Providence 

news to the Boston paper, and in the fall of '23 he became the 

Providence representative for "The Boston Chronicle'', an asso

ciation that was to cover more than 35 yearso 

While a student at Providence's English Hi gh School, Wiley 

had been on the staff of the school paper, "The Student", and in 

his senior year was assistant editor. Always interested in 

journalism, he wrote to Howard University about its course there, 

but circumstances prevented his matriculation. 

"The Boston Chronicle" in Providence sold about 50 papers 

the first week, and durin g the years the publication as "The 

Providence Chronicle" reached a peak of nearly 1000 copies a 

week. That first issue of Providence news took up less than two 

columns of space. 

In 1928 .Wiley gave up his connection with uThe Chronicle" 

to s t udy at a Bible School in Wisconsin. Armando Perry, who 

had been contributin g the s ports news to the paper, took over as 

editor. However, Wiley returned to Rhode Islan d , an d in 1932 

re sumed as Providence mana ger f or the "Boston Chroniclet'. The 

depression had taken its toll, an d a rebuildin g job was in order. 

While the Providence section of "The Boston Chronicle'' always 

received fine support from Negro business men and citizens, adver

tising from this source was not sufficient to make the paper a 

payin g venture. So about in 1940 11Tbe Providence Chronicle 11 



Chronicle--2. 

came into being This change was largely mechanical, with the 

outside pages--one and eight of a 7-column - page paper--devoted 

almost exclusively to news of Providence and Rhode Island . The 

other pages had mostly news or the Boston area, as well as news 

of national interest. The new format and name, however, meant 

considerably more advertising from Rhode Island businesses-

utilities, stores, markets, etc. 

In 1946 the paper changed to a tabloid, and was almost 

exclusively Rhode Island in character and news. A special 

edition, double the usual size, marked this chan ge. Special 

issues were published on other occasions--one with a pictorial 

supplement. At Christmat time, many organizations and individ

uals used "The Chronicle" for greetings, with half of the space 

devoted to these messages. 

Editorially the paper took strong stands on issues which 

affected colored people in a special wayo Under the Boston 

Chronicle setup, these editorials appeared in a column 1,by Wiley 

headed "Impressions". Later, in addition to regular editorials, 

,.J\Tiley wrote a column "The Other Day. u 

Besides regular news stories the paper carried obituaries, 

memoriams, thank-yous, weddings, personal notes, community hap

penints, church and organization news, etc. 

During t he years many persons wrote columns and articles for 

uThe Chronicle" . Catherine Strawn Robinson, whose "Straws" had 

a large readership; Fred Williamson, Armando Perry, Perry Watkins, 

Peter Coelho, and others . Frank Taylor had much to do with the 

sudcess of the journalistic venture, first as one of the original 

'paper boys' and later as a sort of circulation manager, advertis

ing salesman, and general factotum . Wiley's daughter, Shirley, 

1 i teral l y "ran" the pa per for a time during a period of her dad's 
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incapacitation . And of course he could not have carried on for 

so many years--the paper was a hobby and avocation which took 

a great deal of time--without the help and understanding of his 

wife, Olive. 

Nor could the paper have succeeded in Providence without the 

loyal help of many distributors and sales people. The paper was 

sold in stores, beauty shops, barber shops, at churches, etc . 

But mostly they were delivered door to door by agents . Many 

colored boys received a measure of business training as ''Chronicle" 

agents--amon g them Carl Watts, Chest er (now Dr.) Hedgeman, Gilmore ,... 

Maynard, the Gross brothers, Buddy Pinderbughes, Fred :Brown and 

his brothers, and · many moreo A st ar salesman was the late Miss 

Nannie Binford, who sold as high as 75 Chronicles in a week. 

The paper was always printed in Boston, and it was because of 

the assistance and understanding of the management of the Square 

Deal - Boston Chronicle Publishing Company that the "Chronicle" in 

Providence continued over the years. However continually rising 

publication costs combined with a variety of other matters, caused 

the "ProvidenceChroni cle"to cease publication with the last week 

of 1958 , after more than 35 years . 

On microfilm at the Rhode Island Historical Society one will 

find the most complete file of the issues of nThe Cbroniclett that 

is available anywhere . 



Browne Hall, the third residence to be opened on the 
campus of Rhode Island College, is a high-rise building of 
seven stories. It has 156 individual dormitory rooms 
arranged in suites of twelve units. The college infirmary, 
located on the first level, has twelve in-patient units as 
well as the out-pc;1tient facility for the commuting students. 
Construction of the building was completed in the spring 
of 1-969, although the medical unit will not be completed 
until 1970. 

Cost of the total project was $1,300,000 and was financed 
largely by self-liquidating federal loans, with the 
remainder comihg from a state allocation. 

lar;p~orghini and Pipka, 
Architect s 

Sasaki, Dawson and DeMay Associates, Inc., 
Campus Planners 

Sterling Engineering and Construction Company, 
General Contractors 

Arrangements by 
Miss Catherine McManus, President, 
Rose Butler Browne Hall 

Ann Scrivier and Prisci Ila Wright 

Social Committee Co-<::hairmen 

Joan Podris, Director of Housing 

Mrs. Robert Krafchuck, Director, 

Rose Butler Browne Hall 

Dedication of 

ROSE BUTLER BROWNE 
RESIDENCE HALL 

Sunday, September 28, 1969 
Three o'clock 

RHODE ISLAND COLLEGE 
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This building is named in honor of 
ROSE BUTLER BROWNE 
Class of 1919 
''who devoted her life 
to the education of children 
and the preparation of teachers." 

A native of Newport , R. I., Rose Butler Browne was 
graduated from Rhode Island College, then Rhode Island 
Normal School , earned her bachelor's degree at the 
University of Rhode Island , then Rhode Island State 
College, and her master of education degree from Rhode 
Island College, then Rhode Island College of Education. 
Harvard University conferred her doctor of education 
degree in 1939, and Rhode Island College granted her an 
honorary doctorate in 1950. 

She served on the faculty of Virginia State College in 
Petersburg for 17 years, West Virginia State College in 
Institute for 18 years, and Bluefield State College for 
17 years. She then transferred to the faculty of North 
Carolina College, where she served as chairman of the 
education department. Although officially retired, Dr. 
Browne still maintains close ties with North Carolina 
College. 

Dr. Browne is the wife of The Rev. Emmett T. Browne and 
the mother of one son, Emmett T. Browne Jr. 

PROGRAM 

Or. Joseph F. Kauffman , President of Rhode Island College , 
presiding 

GREETINGS 

Dr. Kauffman 

The Hon. Frank Licht , Governor of the State of Rhode 
Island and Providence Plantations 

Dr. John Nazarian , President , Rhode Island College 
Alumni Association 

Miss Catherine McManus, President , Rose Butler Browne 
Residence Hall 

Mrs. Juanita M . Handy , President, Alpha Kappa Alpha 
Sorority 

PRESENTATION OF KEYS 

Mr Howard Mitchell , President , Sterling Engineering and 
Construction Company 

Mr. Ralph Lamborghini , President, Lamborghini and 
Pipka, Architects 

DEDICATION AND NAMING OF BUILDING 

Dr. Kauffman 

RESPONSE 

Dr. Rose Butler Browne 



--· _____ ..._. _______ _ 
:EDITOR, 

NEW YORK CITY, Jan . 23.
Mrs. Becker, editor in chief of the 
"Krinon," the elaborate official 
journal of the Phi Delta Kappa 

~ 
Sororit y. Mrs . Becke r, whose pen 
name is Nell Occomy , ha s been 
unan imou sly elected ed itor fo r 
thre e . years. _She ha s had ten )"~~r s' 1 

exp eri ence m new spap er writing 
and has taught scho ol fo r equall y 
as m any . years. Born in Provi
den ce, R . I. , of an ol_d Yanke e 
family , whose or igin t race back to 
1732, · s he was graduated from 
Rhode Island · No rmal School and 
Columbi a Un iversity. At pre sent 

P:.- she is studying for a master's de
)f gree in health education. She is 

a member of th e New Englander s 
Club , journali st of the P r ofes sional 

r and Bu sin es s Women' s Club, j ourn
y ali st of th e Gre a te r New York Pa n 
l- H ellenic Confer ence , •imember of I 
8 the N. _ A , A. C. P ., Ut op ia Chil - f 

dren 's · Auxilia ry, and A-B Liter ar y I 
grou p. 

C. R. Gross , M. D. 

* Mrs. Nellie(Nell Occomy)Becker 

(Credit Pittsburg Courier) 

Born in Providence, parents Mr. 
and Mr·s. Walter Occomy who lived 
a t 85 John St • , Prov • , R • I • , and 
who trace their origin back to 1732. 
Prov. elementary schools, Hope High, 
R. I.Normal School(now R. I. Col. of 
Education in 1919 and Columbia Uni v. 
and was studjn~ _ng for her Master •s 
degree in H~alth ~ducation. 

Ed itor in chief of "Krinon, the 
offici a l journal of the Phi Delta 
Kappa ·s-orority; ten years experience 
in news paper writing; taught school 
in N. v., the last position in a 
special school. 

Member an d one of the founders of 
the New EnglandeFs( an organization 
composed of ~eople from New England 
in New York; journalist of the Pro
fessional and ~uisness Womens's 
Club(N. Y.); journalist of the 
Greater New Pork Pan-He l aenic Con
ference; member of the N. A. A. C. P ; 
Utopia Ch1-ldren •s Auxiliary and the 
A-B Li terary group. 

neceased 
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HISTORY OF CHURCH 

µ .?~a_,, /~~:;_;'~er P. Cole 

{;;v ~11,A/t.,/41 r;, rYl/ 

The present church is located at Ashmont & Plain 

Sts. in the heart of South Providence . Purchased in the 

year of 1955, this great church has made rapid progress 

in meeting the needs of the community in which it is 

located. The congregation moved from Colfax St. from 

a smaller edifice where the church had stood for many 

years 3 and served the purpose for the building of the 

Kingdom of Heaven in the hearts of men. We feel that 

by the help of God this great church shall go forward 

This book is dedicated in memory of 

our deceased members. 
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The Macec!lonia ,Union A.M.E. Church in Providence was rededicated yesterday and a new corner- . 

stone was .laid. Andrew J. Bell, grand master of the Prince Hall Masons of R.I., officiated. .1 
1 

() 
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-Journal-Bull~tin Photo , 
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Macedonia Union .American M. E. Church, formerly on Colfax Street, 
in Providence, R. I. I q o 7 - I q & Lt> · 

The chuech was a jo ining of a ]te thodist and Baptist Church and in 
1907, Rev. John vVesley Fisher bec ame the pastor and built the edifice 
on Colfax st. 
The present church under the name of the Macedonia American Union 
Methodist Church was purchased and rededicated lo- g- t.o 

,t __ :=:.,_ ____ .!.-.-. _ _ _;__ __ ___ _.,....-.-.J-----:---------'------------..,,..----- 1 
h 
~ 

.I 

i ' 
Redechcation: The Mace~onia .Union A.M.E. Church in Pr-ovidence was rededicated yesterday and a new corner- " 
stone was laid. Andrew J. Bell, grand master of the Prince Hall Masons of R.1., officiated . 

, _.,. ~ I • -J ourna l-Bull~tin Phot o 
1(} ,__ i - r., tJ t:: ,,le 1«> JA.,, l,, , o., a - Le :.1 
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Jan.lo, -The Irreproachable Beneficial Association held a banquet in 
1910 their club rooms, 923 1~·estminster Street, Providence, R. I., in 

honor of Matthew .Alexander Henson, who accompanieed Commander 
Peary to the North Pole. 
After a gracious meal the first speaker to be introduced was 
former Mayor Patrick J. McCarthy who congradulated JJr. Henson 
on being able to participate in this wonderful event • 
.Jr. James A. Gilbert was the toastmaster for the evening and 
introduced the follovving speakers:- Lawyer I. C. :)ade of New 
Bedford, Mass ; .Lawyer E. B. Jo dah, also of New Bedford; rrr. 
George E. Becket, James E. Dixon; " Lawyer 1!-'illiam A. Heathman, 
all of Providence; 1\rilliam Hercules Matthews of Nevrport, R. 
I., the first Negro owner and operator of a drug store in R. 
L. 
The committee of arrangements was composed of william H. 
Bland, 1:"illiam Garnett, Frank King and limbrose Johnson. 
( Prov. Eve Bul Jan.11, 1910 C.R •. G. July 1969 ) 

ljEGROE.,S ENT:E1RTAIN lIENS01'1. 
eve rJ1.\.l-~- ; ... " ,_, l'b 

Irreproachable Sodety Ho.M.s Banq1:et 
in His H.ouo:r. 

The Irreproachable Soci,ety of this city 
held a banQuet h,st evening .in bonor of 
Matthew Benson. thP. colored man ~ho 
was witL Commander Pc.ary at the North 
Pole. Many members of t.be :cociet L a.s 
well as nuni.erous friends from ont c,t' 
town, were vre ·sent c\t the affair. whioh 
was held in thP. rooms cf the club at S23 
·rNestminste:c street. · 

Mr. Henson was late in arriving at the 
rooms an.i,'l. before hir1 coming· tbe rne1n
bers enjoyed a short mui::ical programme, 
On the arrival of the ma.n in whose 
honor the affair was given, thGl m0mbe1 s 
of the organization arose and to an ap
propriate selection received the · guest of 
the evening. 

The gatlrering sat down to a banquet 
which had been prepared. by the commit
tee. The first speaker of the evening 
was former M~tyor P. J. McCarthy, who 
congratulated Mr. Henson on being able 
to participate in one of the great at
tainments of the 20th century. JVI:r. Mc
Carthy also commented on the fact that 
Mr. Henson was an American-bo1·n citi
zen and that the Americans were proud 
of the fact tha.t tlie goal of centuries had 
been attained by this country. 

Mr. Henson, in responoing to the toast 
of the club, reviewed the experiences of 
his trip to the polar regions and thanke 
the members of the organization for theil 
treatment of him while in this city. 

The toa,stmaster for the evening w 
Dr. James A. Gilbert of this city, an 
he introduced the foUowing spea,ker's. 
I. C. Dade of New Bedford, E. B. Jor
dan of New Bedford, George E. Be:ckett 
of this dty, James E. Dickson of this 
ctt:r, W. A. J;;B°>f•athman of thi.s city, W. 
Ji::. MatthewfF: ·of l';rewport i'J..nd P. J. Mc
Carthy. 

The committee of arrangements for the 
affair was ctimpol'led of Charles L. Cum
mmgs, William Bland, William Garnpt 

I ]:Prank King and Ambrose Johnson. 

~ ·· ,., 

The pleasure of your company Is 

requested at a reception given in honor of 

MATTHEW HENSON 

associated with Dr .. Peary In North Pole 

the expeditions, by 

:ficial Association, 

Irreproachable Bene

In Its rooms No. 9 2 3 

Westminster Street, Monday, Janu-ary 10, 

191 o, at 8. 3 o p. m. 
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1904 -- The Mother Dickenson Day Nursery was started by a group of Ne;;,ro 
women on D Street for the purpose of caring for small children 
whjle their parents were otherv {ise en ga ~ed . Quarters vver w rent 
eJ, utensils such as r o~k ing chairs, go- carts, toys, the latter 
two also a set of s poons, knives and forlks were g iven by the 
Provi dence branch of the Sunshine Society . Volunteer help sa w 
that the stoves wer e kept Roing, floors and toilet cleaned but 
like many other ventures it f old ed for l a ck of finances. Tu1rs. 
Sadler an d he r si s t er I.frs . ~Phee l er ·were ! aithful workers . 
Th e t h ought of t h is kl nJ of s ervice was yl an ted and in 1928, 
some of these women with other member~ ~! of the ra ce started the 
Cristu~Attacks Community Association;! a,e ed alon g for over ten 
years .:be came the John Hope Community Association, now the John 

HopE Settlement House, Bur gess Street, Providence , R . I . (CRG) 

t, " ' ' 

The 1<:i·Pie r Dickerson Day Nurs er y, 

e2 D st re et,' is. iii ti ug a )9n.g f elt want 

n _ou r cHy and much -goqd is b~ing 

ccompli sh ed in caring for the littl e 

nes, W'hile their parents are engaged 
with their several duti es whi ch could 

ot be done satisfa ctorily if the chil
ren had not some way by whi ch they 

could be cared for. Th e club has just 

received from the Providence bran ch 

of the Sunshine Society, a gift of two 

rocking chairs and go-carts, also a set 

of silver spoons, knives and forks . 
A public installation of the Rev. Syd

ney W. Smith, D. D., pastor of the 

Congdon Street Baptist chur ch was 

held on Mo~daf ,.. evening , Sept. 19, i": 
said churcli.Jd 'A. large gath~rin.g of 

members and friends, also of visitin~ 
and local clergymen was in attendance . 



.ALFRED C. -A. PERRY DEAD l?J CllA.:NSTON: Evenung Bull@tiin Sept. 1931. 
l~& -1~ 193I 

Alfred c. J.~. Perry, °Chi...,,f Stronghors .. -", G·ra.t1d1 Sach »m of th --
survivring couaeils · of tl1e Alg ~onquin Indian trib~ 1n the s --ction 
of tl-ie eou .ntryi died y(tsterday a.t bis home on Scituate AvC!enu- , 
Cranston, after a.n illnss~1 of si.x We!eks:-. FI -r1as y a:r ·s old 
A colorful figue among th, dwindling ranks oi' the one~ mighty ,' , ~ 
tribe of Indians, Chief Stronghors .. bag headttd the trib s;' 24 V ';! ~~ ·. 
councils since · their; formal re~organiza .tion in 1922, when a ft!W - t/ 
s.urvivors had a.11 but lost th~ -lr identity viith their original 
for --bears •. Under h it' lead e rship, cus tums of the trib . hav - be en 
reviv ed at the s.everal a.nnual tribal gath .erings. 
W.ir. Perry ,va13 born in Exeter in 1861 bu_t si nee fl : ~ his boyhood · 
had liv ed in Crans ton. He wa;s head of th~ Crans ton liigb'\1Ve1y de
partment for many y~ara and it was his o]lership of a span of 
large grey horses . w·hile so employed that ' erned him th~ 11ame of 
Chi ... f Stronghors - among his Indian brethen. I-Iis- farm at Dug·a- . 
way Hill ·, Crans ton has ~ been the !r-- l'-:1,· of - many tribal me ~ timgs, 
when the braves of the tribe fr om mat1y States would e·onve;n 
for powwows. 
VII'. Perry is : survived . by his widow, l!.1Ts. Eunic ... Perry, a 
daughter, JJirs. George- Farr -ow, a s-on J Clarence f . -, I# and two 
broth -rs, Javi~i - and Byron. Perry, a.11 of / Cranston. 

G f i .f f I 
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I National Algonquin Indian Council 
Incorporated in Rhode Island, October 13, 1926 

Certificate of Membership 
___ ___ _____ 19 

" I STI LL LIVE " To ________________ _ 

By the authority of The National Algonquin Indian Council you are enrolled as a member of the General 

Council and are invested with the rights, duties and privileges thereof , to hold, exercise and enjoy the same in faithful 

allegiance to the Council so long as you are f m·thf ul to the obligations of this social order of the Ancient I ndian T ribes 

of New England. 

Th e payment of an annual fee of $2.00 entitles one to vole at all meetinJs of the Council. 

No~-------

Chief Sachem ________________ _ 

Secretary 
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COUNCIL & POW-WOW 
OF 

-
NATIVE INDIANS 

OF 

The New England Tribes 
OF 

The Algonquin Nation 

AT PROVIDENCE 

Thursday, December 13 

1923 



Indian Council & Pow-wow 

Pond Street Church 
PROVIDENCE 

Thursday, December 13, 1923 

FIRST SESSION at 10.00 A. l\'.I. 

Paleface Honorary Sachem Thomas W. 
Bicknell will welcome the tribes, and the 
chiefs will smoke the Indian Pipe of Peace. 

Invocation to the Great Spirit. 

Music. 

The Tribes will choose a Sachem to pre
side at the Pow-wow by drawing lots. 

Chief Sachem Bicknell will outline the 
business as follows : 

1. Plan for a New England Indian Council. 

2. Historic Indian Memorials. 

3. Indian Citizenship. 

Campfires will be lighted and the Pow
wow will proceed. 



RECESS AND LUNCHEON. 

12 :15 P. M.. Recess for Luncheon and 

Social. The luncheon will be free to all of 
Indian descent and their guests. 

1:30 P .. M. The Council will proceed to 

conclude the work of the sessions. 

JOINT SESSION AT 2:30 P. M. 

THE RHODE ISLAND CITIZENS' HIS

TORI CAL SOCIETY and the NEW ENG
LAND INDIAN COUNCIL will hold a joint 

session, President Bicknell presiding. 

Music. 

Addresses : Cyrus E. Dallin, Indian 

Sculptor; J. M~ Stockett, Jr., Chief Occum, 

Conn.; Gov. Sockbeson, Maine; Chief 

Nonsuch, Conn.; and W. A. Heathman, 

Rhode Island. 

Music, "America." 

The music, by Indian talent, is in charge of George 

R. E. Farrow. 



THE INDIANS OF NEW ENGLAND 

For generations the · Indians of the Algonquin 

Nation have been a silent race. Few of the 

children of the noble redmen have spoken - few 

of the palefaces have spoken for them, The de

scendants of the great tribes of New England 

have accepted the lot of retirement before the 

white man's civilization, without a murmur or a 

vocal protest. The Indian oracle has been dumb. 

On Sunday, October 28, 1923, at the call of 

Thomas W . Bicknell of Rhode Island, a great 

assembly of Whites and Indians of several tribes 

met at Exeter, R. I., and aided in the dedication 

of three memorial boulder monuments - one to 

the great Sachem Miantonomi, one to his wife, 

Queen Wawaloam and a third to their village. 

Aspanansuck. This act was magnetic, inspiring ! 

Bicknell told his plan to erect fifty more memo

rials in Rhode Island! Bold adventurer! 

This Indian Pow-wow of all the tribes of New 

England is but a part of the Bicknell program. 

Twelve tribes have accepted invitations: The 

Narragansetts, Nyantics, Nipnucs, Mohegans, 

Mohawks, Pequots, Wampanoags, Massachusetts, 

Merrimacks , Kennebecs, Penobscots, P.a·ssama

quoddys. 

Success is assured-A New England Indian 

Council will be formed! Bicknell's Indian mem

orials will be planted from the waters of the St. 

Croix on the East to the waters of the Hudson 

on the West! 

The Indians of New England still live! 

Alfred C. A. Perry 
J. M. Stockett, Jr. 

Indian Committee Mrs. Hortense M. Mack 
William A. Heathman 
Mrs. Amelia L. Lincoln 
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.~ ::, r.civij Rights 
r· Brazenly 
j · Ignored" 

By EDGAR T. ItOUZEAU 

PROVIDENCE, R. I., Aug. 
-~-4- -In discharging my obliga
.. ,tion to the editors of The 
~.Pitlrsburgh Courier, who sent 
- me on a tour of New England 
: ~itirs to report on the civic, eco
~l1omic , cultural and political prng
_. i ·es s of their Negro inhabitants, I 

hav ,~ found at times that the trut ~ 
can be very unpleasant. 

-~ I have never lost sight of the 
cfac t , however, that a reporter's 
: Jir s t dut y to his reading public is 
to tell the truth, for the truth has 
been mother to eve1·y great social 
evolution . I have no apology to 
make to the Negroes of Providence 
for the facts which I here outline, 
but I <lo ask them to remember 
th _'.at if they find the truth distaste
ful, the task of placing it on rec
ord was equally tlistasteful to me. 

. Negroes who . live in the North 
a r e prone to boast of the civil lib
erties which they enjoy, and of 
th e ' 'great progress" which they 
hav~ made in acquiring equality 
of opportunity in the civic and cul
tural life of the community, in in-

"'o.us try and in politics. I feel cer
tain that most of them have never 
been in Providence, because they 
surely would not have been so 
quick to boast. 

Nowh ere, except in the deep 
South, is racial antipathy ,as rife 

,.,,.as I found it -here. Although the 
State of Rhode Island has a weak 

w,civil l'ights law, the civil rights 
of the Negro are brazenly ignored 

-1and the whites think you are crazy 
. :when you speak of equality of op
:...1portunity. 

t If _you wish to go to a theatre 
-you have got to sit in the balcony. 

"'· If y ou Virant to hear Cab Calloway 
· ·01 · Duke Ellington when such bands 
.are booked at the auditorium, you 

. rmust listen at your radio.! If . you 1 

go in p er son to the aud1tormm, 
th e attendants will tell you flatly 

~ \;ou are trot wanted. For a 
" tim& 1.11ttH till .N. A. A. C. F. o-
, tcstbir tne ~ courts gave official· .rec-
~ ' i 1 "' - og1i.1Uon- to the . term no ogy --:-

~ ..,,. poof.' J011. po,Moy• cases, :a:nd t~e lo-
. -:: ca.I ~-'laities used to prmt as 

.• .such'.. 

This is the ·only northern city 
- ln ,yhich your corerspondent has 
, rb ee n refu s ed a room in a white 
~·h ol el. 1.'he fact that he was ac
.. c ep t ed at the Parker House in 
. Bo s ton and at the Taft Hotel in 
• N ew Haven , made no difference. At 
"' the ritzy Biltmore Hotel he was 
· given the usual excuse that all the 

rooms were taken. At the Para
_ mount. the Rialto and the Crown, 
,- he was told flatly that they did 
·inot admi t colored, and the Trav-
.::elers ' Aid Society, to whom the 
~ writer appealed, would do nothing 

about i t although they tried. 
i- According to the federal census 
of 1930, the1·e are 8,200 Negroes 
in Provid ence and its suburbs, a,nd 
th ese manage to exist only beC'B.use 
th e mothers and daughters are 
s till able to obtain employment tis 
hou se maids, cooks and washer ~o
m en . The males, who formerly held 
job s a s bell hops, elevator men and 
po rters in the large hotels, have 
been supplanted by Italian a :1 d 
French workers. Th~y have also 
lo s t control of the bootblack, ash 

, .. r emoval and window cleaning busi
·~11'ess . One wonders · how they live, 
·-fo t' only a pitiful handful have 
be en able to get on the relief proj

" ects at $55 per month and it is 
. p r etty hard to be convinced that 
· th e women are carrying almost 
th e entire burden. 

This is probably the only lar~ ·e 
n orthe r n city without a single Ne
gro school teacher , policeman, . 
street cleaning department em
plo y ee or a fireman. A lone wom-

an , Prudence Higgins, serves as a gro section in Providence. 'You 
so cial · worker with the Bureau of find two Negro families on this 

Old Ag e P ensions, and Attorney street, half a dozen there, four 0th
William A. Heathman, a lawyer, ers over here, and a handful in 

''who commands great respect between. They live on the East 
·throughout the Stat~, was recently Side, the West Side and out in the 

appointed a master in chancery, suburbs. For political purposes, 
"a position of great distinction in their votes mean nothing and it 

Rhode Island. Aside from these, has been equally hard to get them 
t h er e a r e eight colored clerks and together for a civic effort of any 
six le tt er caITiers in the Provi- sort. 

dence po st office, and a few Red This probably accounts for the 
1 C ::tps 1;1,t the New Haven and Hart- fact that there is no community 

,•.ford Railroad Station . center of any kind where the 
::l: Som e day, perhaps , the City of ycung can find recreation and 

Providence may be listed with New where their parents may meet to 

/ York and Boston as a city of op- discuss their problems. Some of the 
:portunity for the Negro, but in churches have no homes, and some 
the opinion of Negro leaders here, of the ministers commute from 

: as well a s the man in the street, Boston. The Providence unit of 

" th at day will not be reached un- the National Association for the 

· til th e · mas ses have been taught Advancement of Col0t ·ed People is 

.,, to pull tog eth er. On every hand the only active civic agency, but 

y ou h ear the same stereotyped it ha E:: not been active long , and 

, compl a int s, s o familiar wherever there is no charity work organiza- , 
-:a, Negro forum meets: "They won't tion such as the Urban League, to 

stick ," "They won't fight ," "They take advantage of white philan
a r e no t a ggre ss ive enough ," "They throphy. 

· di s trust ea ch oth er ." Everywhere it is admitted that 

It would h e ve r y unfair of the a start will have to be made some
N eg roes of Provid ence to ·say that where, if t'he Negro in Providence 

th ey hav e made no attempts to is not to die of stagnation. But 

r em edy condition s. For 40 years the veterans who have tried are 

- th e Neg r o leaders . . . m en like At- disillusioned and want · the task to 

to rney H ea t hman, Atty. Joseph G. be taken 11.p by younger shoulders. 
i Lecount . Dr. Carl R. Gross. Dr. They are not convinced that all 
~ .Ja m es A. Gilb ert , John son Mink- hope is lost, but they are inclined 

~ en s, John F. Lopez and the Rev. to agree ·that nothing short of an 

, P. G. Moore - Brnwn have tried earthquake will shake the masses 
ilto lead th e masses out of the wil- out of their slumber. 
J' d er n ess of despair , but the task 
~ithe y fac ed h 1s be en a monumental 
V, on e, mt' .de doubly so by ra~--:i_al indif 
. feren ce ?nd by the p ecultar ge;)-
:: g raphical SC'tup of vvhat passes for 

th" Negro community. 
~ Strictly speaking, there is no Ne-

Note: Mr. Rouzeau continuing 
his series of stories on New Eng
land cities next week will report 
on his interviews with some of the 
1·ace leaders - in Providence, a~nd 
the remedies which they suggest. 
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RHODE ISLAND 
INTER - RACIAL 
CONFERENCE 

February · 11-12, 1940 

A Study of the Negro in Rhode Island: 

His Contributions and Needs 

SPONSORED BY 

THE RHODE ISLAND INTERCHURCH COMMISSION 

FOR SOCIAL ACTION 

"If you discriminate against me because I am dirty, 
I can make myself clean, 

"If you discriminate against me because I am bad, 
I can reform and be good, 

"If you discriminate against me because I am ignorant, 
I can learn, 

"If you discriminate against me because I am ill man
nered, I can improve my manners 

"BUT if you discriminate against me because of my 
color you discriminate against me because of something 
which God himself gave me and over which I have no 
control." 

-CHANNING TOBIAS. 



EVENTS AND PROGRAM 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 11 

9 :15 A. M. WPRO ............................................. Council of Churches Radio Service 
Rev. P. G. Moore-Brown and Choir of Church of Our Saviour 

11 :00 A. M. Exchange of ministers and choirs in the following churc hes: 

First Baptist, East Providence; Pond Street Baptist 
Winter Street A. M. E. Z.; United Presbyterian 
United Congregational, East Providence; Wadsworth Street A. M. E. 
Congdon Street Baptist; Church of the Mediator 
First Baptist Church, East Greenwich; Westminster Unitarian 

1 :00 P. M. WJAR. ........... Rev. W. H. E. Smith, Congdon St. Baptist Church 

5 :00 P. M. Vesper Service ............ First Baptist Meeting House, Providence 

Presiding: Rev. Arthur E. Wilson, President, Interchurch Com
mission for Social Action 

Devotions: Rev. P. G. Moore-Brown, Church of Our Saviour 
Rabbi Israel M. Goldman, Temple Emmanuel 
Rev. Walter C. Wynn, Pond Street Free Baptist Church 
Rev. Arthur W. Cleaves, First Baptist Church 

Music: Organ, Mr. John B. Archer 
Soloist, Mrs. George F. Hiller 
Choir, Congdon Street Baptist Church 

Speaker: Mr. A. Phillip Randolph, President of the Brother
hood of Sleeping Car Porters 

7 :30 P. M. Special Services and Speakers: 

Trinity Union Methodist Church, Providence 
Firs! Methodist Church, Pawtucket 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 12 

6 :45 A. M. WEAN ......................................... Announcement by Dudley Carollers 

8:15 A. M. WPRO-Mr. W. H.P. Freeman, Miss Annie M. Thompson, 
Rev. Allan Claxton, D.D. 

8:30 A. M. WJAR. ................................................................................... Council of Churches 
Rev. W. C. Wynn, Pond Street Church 

1 :15 P. M. WEAN .................................................................................. Mr. John C. Minkins 

3 :15 P. M. WPRO ........ Rev. J. Q. Ja ckson , Shiloh Baptist Church, Newport 



MONDAY, FEBRUARY 12 

Afternoon and Evening Conference 

....... 
"The Negro in Rhode Island: His Contributions and Needs" 

CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH, LLOYD AND w AYLAND AVENUES 

2:15 Registration. Adults, 25c; young people, 10c. 
Supper tickets, 75c ( reserved in advance) 

2 :45 Opening Session .......... ., ................................. Rev. Arthur E. Wilson, presiding 

Address: "The Negro and His Achiev ements in Rhode Island" 

Miss Reberta Dunbar, National Youth Administration 

Symposium: "The Negro and His Needs in Rhode Island" 

Mrs. Madeline Genebra , Y. W. C. A., Board of Directors 
Mr. William D. Wile y, Editor , Provid ence Chronicle 
Miss Helen Smith, Phyllis Wheatley Senior Club, Y. W. C. A. 

3 :30-5 :00 Group Conferences: 

I Youth's Responsibilities for Interracial Relationships ·( open to 
young people of high school and college age ) 

Leader: Rev. Louis L. Aber 

II The Roots of Race Prejudice ( open to adults) 
Leader: Rabbi Albert Bilgray 

III The Negro Earning a Living ( open to adults ) 
Leader: Attorney Joseph G. La Count 

5 :00 Annual Meeting, Providence Urban League 
Exhibits of Negro Agencies 

6: 15 ABRAHAM LINCOLN-FREDERICK DOUGLASS DINNER 

Toastmaster: Rabbi William G. Braude, Temple Beth-El 

Reports of Discussion Groups' Findings 

Speakers: Mr. William P. H. Freeman, President John Hope 
Association 

Quartet: 

Mr. Bradford H. Kenyon, President Providence Urban 
League 

Mr. Matthew W. Bullock, Former Special Assistant 
Attorney-General of Massachusetts 

Mr. Nathaniel Adams 
Mr. Eskil Brevitz 

Mr. James Fletcher 
Mr. Ray Gardiner 



NOTES 

Providence Public Library Exhibit of Negro Literature, Art and Music 
will be on display during the week of February 12-26. 

Other Events during Interracial Week: 

Open House at John Hope Community Center, 15 Pratt Street, February 
12-17. 

Pageant, "My Country, 'Tis" at Temple Emanu-El, Morris Avenue, 
February 18, at 8:00 P. M. 

Open House and Luncheon at Codding Community Center, 140 Codding 
Street, Monday, February ·l9. 

THE CONFERENCE COMM'ITTEES 
THE INTERRACIAL COMMITTEE 

of the 
lNTERCHURCH COMMISSION FOR SOCIAL ACTION 

Chairman: Rev. Arthur E. Wilson 

Mr. Charles S. Beaubian Mrs. Mary Howard Jennings 
Rabbi William G. Braude Rev. Robert Little 
Mr. William P.H. Freeman Mrs. Charles P. Sisson 
Dr. Andrew L. Jackson Mr. James M. Stockett, Jr. 

Mrs. Carolyn D. Wood, Secretary 

Arrangements: 
Miss Mary C. Lombard 
Miss Lysbeth Muncy 
Mr. Clarence H. Philbrick 
Mrs. Ellis L. Y atman 

Broadcasting: 
Rev: AlJan Claxton, D.D. 
Mr. John Davidson 

Dinner: 
Dr. Andrew L. Jackson 
Rev. Robert Little 

Discussion Groups: 
Mr. Allan R. Devenney 
Rabbi William G. Braude 
Rev. Bertrand Crist 
Miss Reberta J. Dunbar 

Exhibits: 
Mr. William P. H. Freeman 
Rabbi Wmiam G. Braude 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas R. Jennings 
Mr. Thomas Lewis 

Finance and Registration: 
Mr. John Davidson 
Mrs. Robert Anthony, Jr. 
Mr. Charles S. Beaubian 

Publz:city: 
Rev. Richard Morton 
Mr. John C. Minkins 
Mr. William D. Wiley 
Mrs. Carolyn D. Wood 

Public Library: 

Mrs. Charles P. Sisson 
Mr. John C. Minkins 
Mr. Clarence Sherman 
Mrs. James M. Stockett 

Pulpit Supply: 
Rev. W. H. E. Smith 
Rev. James D. Dingwell, D.D. 

Rhode Island History: 

Miss Reberta Dunbar 
Mr. Charles S. Beaubian 
Mr. A. Hurford Crossman 
Miss Enida Moore-Brown 
Mr. James M. Stockett 

Schools: 

Dr. James L. Hanley 
Mr. Charles F. Towne 

Speakers: 

Mr. William P.H. Freeman 
Rev. Arthur E. Wilson 

State Wide Association: 

Rev. Raymond Spoerri 
Rev. P. G. Moore-Brown 
Rev. Dwight S. Mowry 
Canon Anthony Parshley 
Rev. William C. Robinson 

Sunday Program: 

Rev. Arthur W. Cleaves, D.D. 
Rev. Walter C. Wynn 
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EMMA CLARISSA (WILLIAMS) CLEMENT 

AMERICAN MOTHER 

1946 

Emma Clarissa Clement was born in Providence, R. I., the grand 
daughter of a slave and was chosen the American Mother of 1946 by 
the American Mothers Committee of the Golden Rule Foundation, the 
first Negro woman ever chosen for that honor. 

Mrs. Ruth M. Worrel, New York City 1 executive secretary of the 
United Council of Church Women, nominat ed Mrs. Clement and her 
election was announced by Mrs. Harper Si b ley, of Rochester, N. Y., 
the American Mother of 1945. She was nominated from almost sixty 
women from all over the country. 

Mrs. Clement attended the local schools, was a member of the 
2nd (Pond Street) Free Will Baptist Church here and in her early 
teens left this city to attend Livingstone College in Salisbury, 
N. c. While there she met her husband, a fellow student, the late 
Rev. George c. Clement, later bishop of the African Methodist 
Episcopal Zion Church in Louisville, Kentucky. 

Her seven children, all graduates of Livingstone College, all 
doctors of philosophy are1 Abbie Jackson, executive secretary of 
the Women's Home and Foreign Mission Society of the A. M. E. Zion 
Church1 Rufus E. Clement, president of Atlanta University1 
Frederick A. Clement, professor of physics, West Virginia State col
lege1 Ruth G. Bond, wife of the director of the Inter-American 
Education Foundation in Haiti1 Major James A. Clement, an army 
chaplain, on leave from the Hood Theological Seminary1 George c. 
Clement, Red Cross recreational director in Italy1 Emma c. Walker, 
professor of English, Tuskegee Institute. 

Besides being a mother of seven, she found time to be a partner 
in her husband's church work and joined the Methodist faith. She 
was a social and community worker1 secretary of the Negro division 
of the Kentucky Division of the American Field Army Cancer Society1 
a charter member of the Southern Commission on Inter-Racial co-op
eration and a statistician of the Kentucky Federation of Women's 
Clubs. 

Rewrite from two newspaper clippings from the Providence Journal
Evening Bulletin, June ••• 1946 and June 13, 1946. 
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Emma Clarissa Clement was born in Providence, R. I., the grandl 
daughter of · a slave and was chosen the American Mother · of 1946 by 
the American Mother's Committee of the Golden Rule Foundation, the 
first Negro woman ever chosen for that honoro 

Mrs o Ruth M. Wo.rrel, New York c:ity, executive secretary of t .he 
United , council of Churc :h Women, nominated Mrs:o Clement and her 
election was announce& by Mrso Harper Sibley of Rochester, N. Y., 
the American Mother of · 19450 She was nominated from almost sixty 
women from all over the country. 

Mrs. Clament attended the local schools here, was a member of 
the 2nd (Pond street) Free Will Baptist Church in PFovidenc ·e and 
in her early teens left the city to attend . Livingstons : College in 
sa lisbury, N. C. While ther e s he met her husband, a fellow s;tu
dent, the late Reverend George C. Clement who l a ter became Bishop 
of the Methodist Episc .:opal Zion Church in Louisvil1-e, Kentuckey o 

Her seven children, all _ graduates ~ of Livingstone College, all. 
doctors of philos .ophy ar rj : Abbie Jackson, executive secretary of' 
the Women's Home and Foreign Mission Soctety of the A. M. E. Zion 
Church; Rufus E. Clement, president of Atlanta Uniwersity; · Fred
erick A. Clement, professor of physics, West Virginia State Col
lege; Ruth G. Bond, wife of the director of the Inter-American 
Education Foundation in Haiti; Major James : A. Clement, an army 
chaplain on leave from the Hood Theological Seminary; George Cct 
Clement, Red Cross recreational director in Italy; Emma C. Wal
ker, professor of English at Tuskegee Instituteo 

Be~ides being a mother of seven she fbund time to be a partner 
in her husband's church work and she joined the Methodist faith. 
She was a aocial and community worker; secretary of the Negro 
division of the Kentucky Division of the American Fiel& Army can
cer Society; a charter member of the Southern Comrniss:!lon ,.on Inter
Racial Co-operation and a statistician of the Kentucky Federation 
of · Women's Clubs. 

Rewrite from two newspapers, the Providence Journal, June 1946 
and the Providence Evening Bulletin, June 13, 1946. 
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T WENTY - SEVEN 
years ago last: July, 

a short . energetic, earn 
cs~ Negro applied for a 
job at Sta rk weather & 
Shepley, Inc., 17 Cus
tom House Street. He 
gave his name as W il 

,n F. Johnson and said he had 1·ecently been 
,,:;harged from the Barstow Company. Aske d 
:y he had bc:en discharged, he said that he had 
en deemed too old . to go on working. 
; & S, whose business it is to take chances on 
:n and things in the insuran~e line, took a 
mce or, William. ·The soundness of this judg;
·nt hai; been demonstrated every day since, and, 
,d wil1ing , will receive a climactic indors-::mcnt 
l.\O-rrow, when \Villiarn, on his 90th birthday, 
p s forth rs usu al from the he .:n:y door on Cus
n House Street and makes.his familiar rounds 
a m ,·~s enger. A touch of arthritis has reduced 
: p.:1cc that was his as a youth of 62, bill other
s~ ht is his cu stoma ry brass ~buttoned, br icf
;ed r elf. 
\11 his \i fe, William ha s work.-: d st e;1dil y an<l 
eJ piously. Brig . GcH. Herbert R. Dean fret.). 
:~ p~·csiden ;: of S & S, who hfrcd Willi:un, de
ibes him as "th e s~1t of th~ earth'· and a modd 
izc:1. 
Nilliam is not loqu ado~1 s, but he did mention 
: other day that he was born Dec . 1, 1862, in 
auf ort . N.C., .l.nd that his father, who was 
ned W~~<.~r b•.it chan~ed to Johnson. had Dutch 
i lndi.:tn. biotH:l. 0£ the ·Reconstruction period, 
Bia :n h <'is no pa r t icul ar recollection. He 
rked as a bo y on fi.shin~ boats out of Bec1tufort, 
fath ~e bein~ a fishcn11a n too. At 19, having rc:

ved ~orne iniitnation that father wanted to send 

him to Hampton Institute, Willi:am left home . He 
got his educ ation in Georgia tu rpent ine camps 
and in railroad construction gangs in Florida . For 
a time, he was a cook. 

"About 60 year s ago," he said, "I came North. I 
was in New York a while, 'and I worked in a rub
ber factory in New Haven. In B o ston, I ~orked 
in horse -car stables. hitching up horses." 

When he came to Providence, he drove a t ea m, 
worked for a produce dealer , made root beer, and 
was a porter at the Albee Theater, among other 
occu vations. He left the Albe e becaus e he didn't 
l ike to work Sundays . 

The three focuses of his life nowadays are 
S & S, the home of a. daughter , Mrs. Althea F. 
Walker, at 44 Goldsn,ith Av{'nue, East Provi
dence, where he lives, and the A.M.E. Zion 
C huruch on Winkr Street, of which he has been 
a trustee . He has two other daughters. Mrs. Bea
trice E. Blakeley of 156 Sutton Avenue and Mrs. 
Corinthia C hae(' of 62 Dunbar Avenue, both of 
East Providence. He has outlived his wife an d 
four other children. One of bis granddaughters i s 
a Wac. 

The standard request for his formula for long 
life bro u ght the answer: ''I try to do right and 
mind my ow z'i business:· He also had the fore
thought, rec ommended by Dr. Holmes, to sele ct 
!ong "liv cd ancestor:i. One grandmo t her lived to 
be 104 an<l one great-grandmother to be 112. 

"I eat good and I sleep good," he sa id. "I get up 
about half past si x. I don't w ear an overcoat.'' The 
only thing that bothers him is ice and snow 1.m
derfoot. 

William li ste ns to the radio b~t doesn't like 
television. His chief means of relaxation. he said. 
is re ad ing, his chief reading- the Bible. 
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W ILUA~vi F. JOHNSON, 90 tomorrow , ieaves his place of ~mplo\,ment cm Cu)torn 
House Street and begins a round of business buildrng~ a1 .:t meHen9er, a iob he 
has_ fille~ ~or 27 years and _hope~ to go on filling for nobody know~ how n-1;; .. iy more . 
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EMMA CLARI SSA (WI LLI AMS) CLEMENT 

. AMERICA N :&!OTHER 

1946 

An ericcin er .of 

?l 

Emmu Clernent 

First of P ac-e . 
To Gef Honor I 

: ! 1\Irs- £Irma C!arjssa Clen:1ent. 71, 
. P ov:dence native anct granddaugh

ter Gf_,a ~la\·e, ) e~:r-rday '-~·as l10~en 
as the Am2ric0n mother of HPG b,Y 
the Arr,erjc;,n !11oth';?rs Comm ·tke ,f 
Lie Golden l~L le Foundation. f)lie 
js )1e ;1,r..,t %ro ever nar..ect for·t11e 
------ ""'=- -:........._ ~ 
h~ 

No·.v a resident of Loui:.:v ille K:., 
l\1r~. Clement 11as SC\'er! c 1t1 .r-en, 

'j nc:u,~i:1g the president of Atlan 4 a 
1U niver::,il,Y, A !Jnta, G::i..; a protr:-sor 
; Of physic~, , a prot·-::s.oor of Engl! b 
an d an a:-rn_y chc1pl;un. 

Vl.hen i\Trs. Clernent learne d yes 
. ter dav that she hJd been chosen 
Ain e;ican mother of l!H6, she was 

f
, "so overjoye d I could n 't tay any 
th in g a t first." 

All G1'ad t:ates 

Sh e .:;ot tl,e news in Soring.field, 
K y .. where ~h'e ,vq:; atiendmg a dis 
trict ronfo <"r'CP ot the A . .\1. E Zto'1 
C h1:rch and the news .. b::-oke up the 
~t:sc:i0n.'' 

··1 an1 ve:·y proctd ot ltH: honor for 
I my race. for my children a nd for my 
-church,' ,'le saia. 

1 D-Hl~hter ,.,f je lat e ..\Ir. and !\1rs. 
J ohn .rt:Ji,.111:s. :-.rr-. C!f'[Y1ent at
te1,d<'d !.'.'c:,J :-ChGols When sne was 
111 her teens she Jdt · his c-Jty :o at
tend Li\ rng"'tone C0lle~e at Salis 
bur::. ~- C . Duricg h~-; early years 

I 
in .S.1 ode I.:-latw . she was a rnernr)er 
cif tJ-:e Second Free B.:iptist C hm ch , 
Pond ....:tteet, P;(j\·1dence. 

Her elecrion v..·as anr.ounced bv 
1\!rs Harper Sib!t>y of Hocbcstcr. N. 
Y., Americc11~ motiic,· of i~HS. ;\.J•s. 

Rulh ); WMre! of ~e, ,, Yo:1-- C'.'ty, 

I
' execulJ\'e secrct;uv of ~h~ lJnited 

COU!1( JI or c:1lll Ch ..Vom~n r.omrnat
l 2d ::\I:-s. Clement ,i. J~o 1.,·:.i:; d ·o, e.-1 

from <Jimo:,t 60 :-iominees from all 
o\·c r the coun·ry_ 

It wa, auring he" s~udent davs a t 
L1vi11~ -tot.e College that ~irs. Clem 
en:. n,(, ti _r t1t!""OJnd, a f::-!lo,v s u 

aent, 'he Jate George Cle, 'ier:t He r l 
hu.sb .. H ti '8 er bcca~.ne bisllon cf th e ! 
P.. Fric--n ~.1cthnd:st Episcopal Zio n .' 
Cbi.1rcl1 in Lou:.sv·ile. 

At Ch rrh S{'ssio n 

I,Ls. D..::\~d D~ Sula Pno:. i::h&i:rri.1n 
. oi • 1'..: rn0ct1et ,;· corn,~11~tec :::.,id: 
f ··r11 selt?orng . I.rs. Ciemenr as th e 
jA .-.1:::.,c.1.1 1:1,tner for H1,C. ·lie <.uni- , 

j11·:~tee g1ves recognition --iot criy to 
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FIR~T OF HER RA CE to be ~o ,1ono red ,1 J irs;. Emma Cfa.rissa. ~ 

Clemen t of Louis,·Hle, Ky., h as b ee n na m ed America n :.\loth er of 

Hi-16. - -Acme Ph0ro . -., ·?, 

,..~~~ ,""'1'....,.~~ ..,.....--,·..-.;:-~ .... -~ ~. :· ~~lt· 4 

the · great person al qualit ies ot~Mri 
. Ji>-ment as a J!)Othei; of ctH dre·-; -wh~i 
are d evo:~dly servjng their •:cn .. -ntcy,; 
and their peopl e ; as a pa rtner in hei 
h u sband's ministry m his lif e time; I 
a s a s.scia l :md comnrn ni ty w ork & 
b h er ow n right; bu t it _gives r ecOi · i 
nitio n als o and pay s t nb ,He to tbel 
gre at sp iri t of Am~rica. . '., 

f .. Our :r:~p ublic has s't.mg;gled f 
· thr 0ugh rnany phas e s cf nahonal d e-,. f 

vel opment tc achiev e the freedo m , f 
equality and broth erh ooii ,,. i:ich l 
m u-.;t remam ou r goal a s they ar e ot~r 1j 
s lo gan .s." , 

. Th e comm itte e p roYid ed this data I 

~ on th e A merican mother of J.94:6: ) 
She iG a charter membe r 1.1f th~ 

I South:r11 Comm1:ssi0.'.1 on . In Gr .:..· t 
R acial Co-oper~tion. sec-rt>tai-~; 
{Negro d :vT·ion \ of the Ken~uc ky 1 

1 D i'.'J'iJl)tJ · of tht: •Amerir.En I!'ield l 
n Ar rn.r Cancer So<::ety and a st ~tisti ~- ( 

ian o! the K.:·ntucky Fi:derat1.0n ~f ; 
W omen's Club·. · 

Gre-'at Qualiti~ 

H r childr-:11. &11 graduate: c.f L '·1..<.., 

.i.ngs tor e. are: i\lrs. , . rye ie .Jacksc1:,; 
executive secretary or. • ne Vorrier1 s , 
H om e and }~re :en f\i1ssion CJdej' . : 
A. 1\-1. E. Zion Cnurch, Rufus & t 
C,lemer.i:, p_res1den1. of .AHa,ta Uni- i 

versity; Frede~ick A. C_lt:"m<,?l, !:r-o,.,j 
r fessor of physics a~ \, es 'f. irgn:-;.;t·· 
l State College: Ruth G. Bond. ~nfr ~4 

: the d!rccto':' n.f ·-.he Jn e:r -... mtricar;,; 
i Erl. 1cat10n ;-·011:·c13tton in Hait#; 
1 G f'orge \V. Cemer :~. a Hed Crnss rt~l 
~ r eatir.n ci1r~,c-_'):· m Ila!~-· :-VL,J. 1, .. · .,{~ \ 
r1· A. Cleme1:t . asrry c~.~pbLr ( ,.1 led Vt:>' 
l! fr om Hood Theo. Jf:1Cal SP1,.-,,':ar:-,·1 

~
i !id . Emrna C. \\'alb.er. 'Iu"'· .e6~1/ . 

Al a ., Institt 1te Er,glish. p::oi'~i...si;,r. }ft., 
-~,~~-~J..&,1 tll;H s,.~ ... .; .. ,,,i,i~Z:, 
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Tells Phi Bekt Koppa } 
H!s People Ask Only ~ 
1st Class Citizenship. f:'\.,. 
' 'Tiie Negro's efforts lo achieve { -\.~ , ..,. ,1 -

fi rs t cla ss citizen shi p are 110t mo- i. " !1,'. ;.i \ th ·a ted by any desi1 e to in\'adc f \ ~. 
the pri\ ·at e socia l life of an y ' 

'\ o ther per son or group," Dr. Ru - t 
' fu s E. Cle ment, pre side nt of At- t 

Jan t a Uni\ ·cr si ty, said last night i 
a t the 127th an ni\ ·er sary dinner 
of the RI ode Island Alpha o[ 
p ;, · r- ~ ......... , at P embroke College. 

:nt, one of the na 
ti on ·s lcauing Ncg1 CJ educato rs, i: 

, \.·as elected to the B'Jal'd of Ed
Hcatio n in At 1anta o\·cr a white: ~ 

~ · o pponent in 10.3J. He dcc hrcd 
that "the people of A tlanta we re l 

1 re ady to pUL a qu;-1lified perso n 

{ 
,, •. ,,.., 

~~c~h~rb~~~1;~/;~' matter \\·hat hi s L;.,..o11.~l.J..,.,._.., .. J.'*~:,,,:;,· 

36c 

""': 
;,, 0 .. :::--:;;-... 

·r., 
... I -~IQ<· 

I", .• ,> r-.Jl• J 

•,:~§->'•. ,,..~1,;.,,.,;w,.,.i';;;:..;.::i.(J ~: 

.. r,, 
·~ .,,;.~ ~-.:;~:.1:-, _.., .-i.~ . • .,· ·~ 

·1 
.. it Cites ".,ron i:rcliza t ion" Claim SignincJ Phi Beta Voppa roH book is Dr. Rufus E. Clement, Ai-lant d f Ga . 1 L,,...1,,ers:ty Mcl11Y vcrsons \\ ho oppose de- d f I 

t . f \ . i ·r presi ent, as Pro . E mer M. Blisfein t left}, Rhode lsland Al,or.a' s secret_ary, watc .es. seg i-q~a ·;on o 1 mcncan 1 e say 
that the ir fears stem tram the 1-------- -- - -.....----------- --~_a"_-_P_. _,, __ (l belief t11at dcse ('Yrcgation will re- A . t· d . · ........... '-""' ..... -~-.... ,...,..... · ·-_... · -,, -. ..,-,-- , ' . . ... ~ ~ . "' . as mer1ca11 c1-1zcns an g1\·en . . 
~ult 11'. a_ comp lete and_ total m'.x- such opportunitws as the ir inc.ii-!* 
l11g of the t rrn rnaJor racial victual talent-: warran ted" l1 c !i · , · grou ps. the Negro and the \vh ite, _ . 

1 
.,, ' · 1

, Ricna rd Eberhar t , poe t m res-
he ::;aid. ·· ::,al(~. . ', \ictence at Dartrrn)t.Htll College , 

"Thev use U1c term 'mongreli- ~ New rnem b~r? . of Phi Bet~ , ~ ·,\ ·ho i1a:s ~ pub lishe d seYeral vol 
nt ion, '- ., he cont:nued. "in order h.app~ v..·telre CJmtiatc

1
clRa t E>:3,_fi;·: ,u.mes of noet ry and ha s \...-On a 

t d 'b ti d 1 . p.m. in 1e rys\a . oom o. 1 I . ·f . ,!I f h ' o escn e 1e 1:ew or er \.\' 11ch A 

1 H 
11 1 

, d ...1 : , :ur.1ber 0 pnzes . re am ro m 1s 
t i f .1 . i \. umnae a . l1ClLl eu was' l 1ev ear w1 l c.:.>rne ahout. L1t - G . , ~ v,;orks . 
t le "ctoes it ·uffi cc to point out to ~rrett D . B~-r~e~: ::-iro ctuct:o:- ;; ! Othe r s peakers incl uded Dean ' 
these peop le the fact that there ed it or -of . th c ~ , O\ iclen~e . ·!our:,· l ~ancv D uk e Le ,.vi,;;; 'Of Pem-
\\ ·a · more rac ia l intcrmi~:ing in nal -Bul:et rn, . wno, ~, a._ ml~iatca1; brok e-_and Da, ·id C. Lewi . . rrp - ·· ·- 'f'.,. 
,the area \\'h1c1: supp0rtecl vlav- \ an e1lumm men,tcr · anJ ~- , .. rescntmg t he s tudent: members !I 
c ry dunng the li[e of the slave Ccmcn~ ~ l _ who \ \Cfc in itiated . ILe,\is and Ric harr T X,-.~i1-1.n. lc system than th ere has been sin ce .~arnaby C. Kc~ ney, pr~s- 1 I 9r. Keeney pr a rs e d ''the Juniors-Kr.nnrt i1 H . C:·'l:k, I" thrlt time. " idcn t_ of __ ,,Brown. de ll cr-ed t ne,' ''. greate r sensitivity of l!l~ in1c1li - David ':(. Eller.h orn. Br:-trci;-: A. l' 

Tbe :-;egrocs, he said. ha\ ·c "'ree rngs of th p unt\cr'.:it~ to . !br :1t man .. He is a pinp ric k in Flaxm ;-,n, Halp h B. G:nsb::· ~·\ 
t h\\aJ'ted all of the r ff,.-r ts of th c ~~~1:0:--:111:at~ly 200 ~~\·:_~n_s!

1 
"'1i~oc1Pty and cor:scqui:n tly _he is J~lrn ~- Good rict-::c. C1i:-,-T ,3.i sub\ ·ersive gro up to find lode:- at t! L., Jir:r,er. He. ~nd \, 1_.iic1L 1

1 
·i· larn b,L·tc d. He has a choice of Kim, Ri ch ard A. ;,lurphy a!'"d! 

ni ent in their mid-,t and 1hcy H . .t..unards, p1_c~.1 r.nt ot t l.ci,i witiJdraw:mg into Ii.rs intcllE:c- Jo sep h W. Vanable Jr. I: 
r1e\·N ha, c a ccepted 1he idea localr ch3.ptcr . P?lf~ Lnbute to th:~'.: !1 tua l sh·:1l or c;Lmou!l<,;i.i1~ his in- Pembroke: j 
t hat cornmuni:m or anv othe r lak bchanah C,2 1cc J r .. a ffJT.1· : ;; tcllcct~ality or,. lil-:e - Zechariah Seni or-s- ::\-I;uy E' 1cn )1.,,,<l:,;-, 

: u n -.A.merican ideology is. worthy bc_r ~I th c boa rtl of .~;--u;~~ce. at! [: Chaiee, :.ising one\ m lcll!~ence , gei_-. _Janet Cl2.ire Tr 1_l_a. :-!r~~ :: 
of com:ic1crat;cn bv 1.hcm. E. ,w 11 _and a rr_cmbc, OL ,he lo· (, fc>r the good oi S Jt:'l"t-:t-y, · Dr. Pnsc11la Bn'\\ -~tcr l :~l a;;c1, 

, ''All tha"- thcv E;;kccl ,,,a s that cal fi ~1 Beta h appa <.:'.1r=:pter. 1· ~'.KL•ency aid. Jo~ce William, ; \\'<,:T-c... ! 1 L • I 1~, e1- Reads ,:-,0 l "ctlons 1 ' 1·h - · ·t · ,. ' J · J ct·t1 E' 1 H .. , ! 1J1ey be r ecoJ rnzcJ ,ind t cated _) ·· \ ·· ~ "?,,; - 1: o:;e 1.i11 1a~2c1 \\C,:e : umor - u , ,1 .. :::11 1u~r:<.I ---·----- -- ---- l 
1t Brovrn: ~arol _.A-!rn- Jo!1~sJ:: ... .'\"ir:::nia - • ~ .. .,,..,;~,.rnr ·n• · 1 Scrno rs- -Ro½:rt · :'.'L Eror.ly,!Shredn1:..::. Ann fn, ,:·,1 1:,-;:e, .f--~a: ·- 1 

1
1 
:-_; orbert flr:isig, .Jn~c r>:h F. Ger- : annc Luc,- !le ',\ ·a tter anJ Li::>ne, 

. t~ te in, J,:>ro.me
1 

L. Kr oH Da, ·id C. 'Jod rme \Vt:"tin c. 
r-') . ' ----------~----- -- ------------ .. 3 (/f ~L i\ h. 0 tL E -i= .5 L C,.,.,.vl-,-J._ ,£_ L 
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Oh&rl•• a. Veater, a native ot !Tevidenoe, vaa 

graduated .f:ron Claaeioal Hip Sohe•l in Jue 1946. He 

eerred. .in the Unitff Sta\ee ~ tor elgh\ea senthll 

and saw aertio · in the Pao1ft .c tellowin.g th Seoon4 

World war. 

•,tM by liewani · ve,r,1Ji\71a. · .dlcal Sea.el . Venter 

wu one of 7 · Btdent aceep\ed tbie 7' ar from •ore 

\ha& 2000 · pp.licaat-1 eeld.ng aedi •. 1. · .. neat.ion -\ Sow--



Greater Providence Graduate Scholarship Fund 
PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND 

ANDREW .J. BELL, .JR., CHAIRMAN 

MRS. EVELYN N. BROWN, SECRETARY 

DR. CARL R. GROSS, TREASURER 

MRS. MAR.JORIE BELL 

VINCENT BROWN 

REVEREND .JESSE L. CONNOR 

REVEREND EVANS E. CRAWFORD 

MRS. PRUDENCE H. IRVING 

VIVIAN LECOUNT 

Al LEEN G. REESE 

ALLEN K. ROBINSON 

MRS. ARLENE SEAFORTH 

OCTAVIA WATKINS 

MRS. ANITA WHEELER 

.JAMES N. WILLIAMS 

Dear Friend: 

Your contril::ution of$ to the Greater Provi-
dence Graduate Scholarship Fund is much appreciated. 
It has given much encouragement to the committee and 
will enable it to carry out its objective of helping 
a worthy student secure graduate trainingo 

Better education for Negro youth and better racial 
understanding are worthy goals. Your contribution 
helped in their achievement. 

-Carl R. Gross, M.D. 
Treasurer 

Most sincerely, 

/]_ wJ, 
Andrew J. Bell, Jr. 
Chairman 

u 



June 5, 1962 

At a gathering, Mr. & Mrs. Andrew J. Bell,Jr.,Miss Aileen G. 
Reese and Dr. earl R. Gross, heard Dr.Effie Ellis( now chief re
sid .ent in Pediatrics at the Providence Lying In Hospital, sent 
here from the Mass:. General Hospital where- she has been resident 
1n Pediatrics for the past fifteen months; graduate of Illinois, 
Ph. D.,M. D., interned there), tell of the concern of the white 
teaching staff as to the future of Negro medical students, their 
opportunities for getting an education and the opening of the 
white medical schools to Negros of high scholastic standing, the 
need of those who are out to beip another up the ladder. She was 
just telling us of her trip where she saw the Dean and the Chief 
Pediatr.ieian(staff)o 

Andrew J. '.Bell told her of a Prov. boy, premed at Howard, on 
the Deans list for 3 years, graduates this week at Howard, who 
might not be able to finance him self for 4 yrs ot medicine on 
!:count _of the drain so far, Classical grad. Dr. Ellis said to 
.l\llI'• Bel1, "tbat is the kind of a student who should be helped 
and that a ' white school wanted~ She wondered if 100 friends 
could give 10.00 to start him,( she gave 20.00) and interested 
both white and colored in Boston(Tbe Boston Link~, $25aOO,Dr. 
Franklin Myers ,, 10.00, Miss Dorothy Betts, 10.00, Mr.Rhue, 10.00 
and more to come). We are approaching clubs, fraternal organi
zations and ind&v·iduals thru a public meeting, where Dr. Ellis 
will be the speaker and hope .to raise $1000.00, 600.00 as tui
tion to be sent to the school and 400.00 to be given at ~OoOO 
per month to the student in ,ten payments., We &tlso expect the 
boy and his parents to make their contribution too. 

If successful we hope to make this an annual affair and 
may have to help hj .m the second year if necessary, or to give 
the same amount to any student in any graduate school on the 
basis of sllbolarship and need. He has been accepted at Meharry 
and Howard. We feel that there , is a need financially after four 
years of undergraduate study to give secv.rity to some boy or girl 
up the ladder to be an as set to the Negro ra ee .• 

We are calling this The Greater Providenee Scholarship 
Fund, banking the monies - in the Citiz ens Savings Bank in Pro~. 
idence to be drawn by two persons, the chairman and treasurer, 
Andrew J. Bell Jr., and Car'-~lR/ ,?ros~. . ( < 1 -~- , ,· 

This movement is not ~ «to· aetract b:e.m~ F.t¥-~~r . 
scholarship movement 5 . ,.htlt: ;;:;SlJ1~~ ~q f&l t1r't~~us±y ·.~om Dr. 
Ell.i.S • o , ·eraa -tion and a · boy · who fit the requirements and we 
are ...,;3Lry 1n-g to =a-eeept~ aer - eba:11 nge~" t - ~. --

Our Committee is composed of a cross section of youth, 
church, social service, professions and individuals, eleven 
now with four more to make fifteen. 

---
) 



How a Mobil marketer called on his company experience to help 1nake possi ble ... 

Johnny Basse•••s 

Second 

Y ou.r c Jon Y BASSETT never 
knew Mobil marketer \i\!alter ~fartin. 
Why should he? lVIr. 11artin is a busi
nessman with a good job, a happy 
home and a respected place in the com
munity. Johnny Bassett was an under
privileged boy in constant trouble with 
the police. 

Yet the lives of these two people 
touched, and each wrought a deep 
change in the other. 

Johnny Bassett ( that's not his real 
name) came from a broken home in 
the interracial IIoyle district of Provi
dence, R. I. At 10, he snatched purses. 
At 12, he broke into stores. At 14, he 
stole a car. Before he reached 16 his 
name had been entered a dozen times 
on the police blotters . 

But then a fi\·e-man team went to 
work on Johnny at the old Fourth Pre
cinct station on Knight Street. 

The · team members were not police 
officers but social and recreational 
workers. The forbidding brick building 
is no longer ·a police station; it is the 
John Hope Community Center, 1iamcd 
for a distinguished Negro educator. 

\Valter Lutin, a marketing assistant 
with Rhode Island Sales District, is 
president of the Center. 

It would make a good story to say 
that l\1r. l\ fartin personally took young 
Bassett in hand and straightened him 
out. But he did not. As we will see in 
a moment, fr. ]\fartin-a businessman 
doing a community job in his spare 
time-helped put the Community Cen
ter on its feet. And the Center, in turn, 
put Johnny 011 his feet. 

It was the Center's full-time execu
tive director, graduate social worker 
Paris Sterrett, who worked with Johnny. 

Chance 

"\Vould Johnny like to try craft classe, ? 
To, he preferred stealing nickels from 

the Coke change box. Basketball? Ile 
play_ed a while, then sneaked off. IIow 
about cooking school? 'fo everyone's 
surprise, the boy shov,·cd interest. 

I le picked up cooking quickly, and 
Sterrett saw his opening. ''l'h1 gi\·ing 
you an extra job,' he told the boy. 
"See to it that nobody steals any cook
ies. And-oh yes-take charge of the 
Coke change box, too." 

Johnny's pilfering stopped altogether. 
''He even stopped bunking school," the 
truant officer reported. 

IIow docs J\Iobil's .Martin help bad 
kids like Johnny Bassett, and the "good 
kids-only poor" who make up most of 
the Center's 1,000 youngsters? 

"In a very important way," says 
Sterrett. "Martin and his board of di
rectors-they 're all prominent Provi
dence people-see to it that we get the 
facilities we need to do a job." 

Like the Center's new gym! "\Vhen 
fartin became president two years ago, 

the Center's "gym" consisted of a little 
room on the third floor, hung with a 
couple of basketball hoops. No light 
could seep through the windows; they 
were boarded. The gym lacked showers 
and locker rooms. 

l\Iartin \vas appalled. He had ac
cepted the John Hope post as "the kind 
of thing the company likes to see its 
men do in their spare time"-good com 
munity relations akin to membership 
in Rotary, or loan of company equip
ment in a disaster. But now, as he ex
amined the cracking plaster and creak
ing floors of the old gym, ~Ir. fartin
who has two children and seven grand
children of his own-found himself be-

G 
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"LET'S PUT SOME SWINGS HERE"-Civic leaders Carl Gross and Paris Sterrett, with 
Mobil marketer Walter Martin, size up a vacant lot. Now it's a playground for the John 
Hope Community Center, which occupies the old police station across the street. 

coming emotionally involved. 
"\Vhat would a decent gym cost?" 

he asked. 
"\Ve figure $8070007 " was the reply. 
"1 ot enough/' said 1artin 7 who has 

helped to build more than 100 Mobil 
service stations in his 37 years with the 
company. His blue eyes snapped. 
"\Ve'll need $1107000 or better. But 
we'll raise it!" 

That ,vas 50 times what the little 
John Ilope Center had ever raised be
fore7 and some doubted it could be 
done. But they reckoned without the 
driving enthusiasm of this Mobil mar
keter. 

Fifteen 8-man squads of Martin-led 
volunteers began ringing doorbells all 
over Providence. "The people who live 
in the IIoyle district don't have much 
money/' they said7 "but they've given 
double their quota-nearly $5,000 in 
nickels and dimes and quarters. They're 
chipping in with volunteer labor 7 too
things like digging test bore holes and 
painting. Won't you help them help 
themselves?'' 

In just three weeks most of the 
money was in hand. Now, sound guid
ance was needed for construction. 

In planning a new Mobil station, a 
Mobil marketer relies heavily on com
pany engineers and other specialists. To 
get similar know-how for the gym, l\!Iar
tin went to contractors, industrialists 
and architects with a promise: "Join 
our board of directors and I'll guar
antee no meeting will last more than 
an hour. " 

DUNGEON-LIKE CELL BLOCK of the old police station has become a spotless shower 
room. Mobil's Martin helped Center plan its finances, left social work to experts. 

YOUTHFUL ENERGY finds a new outlet in the just-completed gym. 
Martin's company experience helped build it cheaper and better. 
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brought some of the most important 
people of Providence to one after-work 
meeting after another. 

The group exemplifies how the time
short businessman can best help in a 
community project-with know-how. 
Martin, for instance, referred again and 
again to his service station experience. 
"Don't paint those cinder-blocks," he 
urged. "You'll have to repaint every 
couple of years, and that will run up 
your maintenance costs." 

He suggested, too, that contractors 
bidding on the job should itemize their 
bids, as Mobil requires. How much for 
plumbing? For heating? For the shell? 
It's a quick way to squeeze air out of a 
bid, and it worked for the gym: The 
low bid, from a good contractor, ran 
$18,000 below the highest. 

ARTS AND CRAFT CLASSES round out the program. The Center also sponsors reducing 
classes for mothers and serves as a meeting hall and social club for the neighborhood. 

Within one year from the start of 
the drive, the new gym stood complete: 
modern in every respect, with a regula
tion basketball court readily convertible 
into two small ones, and ample bleach
ers for spectators or for community 
meetings. Out went the dungeon-like 
cell blocks of the old police station; in 
their place went modern showers and 
locker rooms. 

The $114,000 project proved con
tagious. The owner of the land across 
the street, seeing all the progress, clo
na tecl nearly an acre so the kids could 
have a playground. The city, influenced 
in turn by this philanthropy, promptly 
furnished swings and other equipment 
for the playground. 

As the John Hope Center became 
more and more a real community force, 
surprising things began to happen to 
the once-tough Hoyle section. 

Delinquency dropped off sharply. In 
the old days, Executive Director Ster
rett recalls, "a car just wasn't safe on 
the street. But now you can leave your 
car unlocked anywhere in the district. 
Nobody will touch anything inside. 
Nobody will let air out of the tires any 
more. We like to feel we had a hand 
in that change." 

And in other changes, too! Today 
the Hoyle section sends fewer kids to 
the industrial school ( only two in the 
year since the gym's completion, com
pared with as many as 30 in some pre
vious years) . Moreover, the section 
sends more kids to college. Probational 

CLEANLINESS IS STRESSED, TOO, among the 1,000 youngsters who use 
the Center. Props like this one make a fascinating game out of tidying up. 

IT ALL ADDS UP to healthier, 
happier kids-and less juvenile delinquency. 

( r 

promotions in the schools-promoting 
kids who didn't really earn it-have 
dropped from a high of 4 3 percent 
clown to 18 percent. 

Walter Martin will cite you the fig
ures, with a matter-of-fact voice that 
disguises his pride. But watch him, 
some Saturday afternoon, grasp a little 
girl by the hand and lead her with big 
long strides to the Center's secondhand 
bus. Watch him wave good-by as the 
children depart for a clay's nature hike 
in the country. You can see the pride 
in his eyes. 

Johnn y Bassett is gone now; he 
joined the Army and became a cook. 
He will never be a famous man, 
perhaps, but he will be a good one. And 
if you could see him, you could see 
the pride in his eyes, too. 
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5 HE CONSTRUCTION of a gymnasium at 
the John Hope Settlement is a priority neigh

, borhood need. 

A new gymnasium will provide a coordinated 
physical education pro gram for the constructive 
use of the energies of our young people - a de
terrent to destructive juvenile delinquency. It will 
serve to release children's natural aggressiveness 
in an acceptable way through competitive sports) 
boxing and wrestling 1 rather than against society. 
It will offer creative training through group ac-

1 .' tivities directly related to everyday living 1 and it ,, 
will provide stimulation for well rounded indi-

l ' vidual development and training. 

We are conscious that alone our neighbor
hood cannot do the job. We must ask the Greater 
ProviderJ,ce community to join with us in making 
this gymnasium a reality; giving us) by their gen
erous gifts) the physical means whereby we may 
better serve the thousands of young people in our 
neighborhood now and in the years to come. 

PARIS V. STERRETT 

EXECUTIVE DI RECTOR 



IF EVER A WORD had rneaning for us in this time and this place, 

that word is Hope. It is the motto of the State of Rhode Island. It is the name 

of a distinguished Negro educator whose memory is honored by the John Hop e 

Settlement. And finally, it is a flan1e that lights the n1any shadows of a city's 

most shabby, congested, ill-housed and impoverished area. 

Providence maps label it the West Encl. The neighbors call it the Hoy le area . 

By any name, you'll know it for what it is. Here are peeling, rickety wooden 

houses; grassless yards and alleys; and children everywhere in the narrow 

streets - for there is nowhere else for them to -play. 

Within a mile radius of the John Hope Settlement Lhere is no playground 

and no gymnasium. Yet within this circle live some 7500 people, about two

thirds of them Negroes. Of these, 2000 are children, half of whom are patrons 

of the Settlement. They use its facilities joyously, for they have no way of 

knowing hm1i' shockingly limit ed these are. 

No, the children do not know that the building js often crowded to the 

point of danger, or that what they call their "gym" is a sm.all room hung with 

a couple of basketball hoops , or that their youthful energy needs to be channeled 

toward healthy competitive sports lest it spill into violence. 

No, the children don't know; that's "grown-up stuff." Well, this isn't 

written for children. It's for grown-ups lil(e you. 



IN THE HEART of the city 's sbc,b

hiest district ( (/hove photo t(lken from 

Settlement doorway), John Hope does 

its best to make community life hap

pier for all. Hobbies and other activi 

ties find Negro and white children 

absorbed in making things (upper 

right), while older folks find pleasure 

dnd usefulness in similctr work. Teen

agers delight in basketball, but their 

"gym" is the wholly inadequate small 

room shown at right, where boarded 

windows are a hazard. At far right the 

littlest patrons of f ohn Hope must 

combine gymnastics with quieter oc

cupations in a siugle sm(lll room. Yes, 

the Settlem ent serves ... but how well? 



FAITH IN AN IDEAL founded John Hope Settlement 26 years ago. That ideal is 

Lo serve all, and "particularly to include the participation of the Negro citizens of the 

cornmunity." 

The statistics show how well the ideal has been realized. The area served is approximately 

two-thirds Negro, one-third white. Some two-thirds of the children who use the Settlement 

are Negro, the rest white. This occurs neither by restriction nor invitation; clearly, the young

sters see themselves as an undifferentiated society, alike in needs, attitudes and hopes. 

John Hope Settlement has occupied since · 1946 and owned since i950 the 80-year-old 

former Old Providence Police Station at 376 Knight Street. For all except sports and active 

games the building suffices. There is a toddlers' playroom, a craft-and-hobby room, a lounge, a 

study room, an auditorium, a snack bar, a room for clubs and adult activities, a game room 

and other facilities. The place teems with children in non-school hours. 

Like boys ancl girls everywhere, they're noisy and active. They love sports and har<l

running games at every age. But where can they play these? The so-called "gym room" on 

the third floor won't hold more than a handful, and you . can't let little fellows in when man

size teenagers are racing about. The vacant lot owned by the Settlement in the rear of the 

building is a hard-packed, dreary dustbowl in summer, useless in winter. "" 

There's only one solution. John Hope must build a decent gymnasium - a real gym. ~ 

on that vacant lot. The ancient, dungeon-like cell block must be ripped out at the back of 

the onetime police station, and clean showers and dressing rooms installed. 

To do the job right, John Hope needs $110,000. John Hope Settlement now invokes 

faith that community support will transform a forbidding prison, with all its barbarous sym

bolism, into a passageway to a freer, happier, healthier life for children who need much, ask 

little, and deserve better at our hands. 





TH E OLD PRISON CELL BLOCK in the rear of the present building will be 

ripped out within its walls (see numbers 1-5 on plan) and refitted for showers 

and locker rooms. An enclosed passageway will lead from the Settlement to 

the new gymnasium, to be built on the vacant lot owned by John Hope. The 

photo at upper left shows the present lot as seen from the roof of the 

Settlement. 

The new gym will be of concrete block exterior construction, with pumice 

blocks inside. The fla1· steel-trussed roof will have a raised monitor skylight of 

corrugated wire glass. Maple flooring will be laid on cross timbers above a 

sub-floor of concrete. The most-used entrance to the gymnasium will be 

through the passageway from the P.resent Settlement building, while an exit 

will lead to Burgess Street and a small parking area. 

The Gymnasium will provide for one large basketball court and two cross 

courts - six baskets in all. Bleachers on two walls will provide seating for 

several hundred. The gym will allow for assemblies, meetings, dances, and -

through use of a movable stage - dramatic and other events. Gymnastic 

ropes, rings, mats and other apparatus can be installed, or moved as desired 

from an equipment storage room. 



IF YOU WILL SPEND just a few minutes at the John Hope Settle

ment, you will see many little faces - like the one on this page - whose 

appeal is hard to resist. Somehow, the need is all the more poignant 

because the children are so obviously unaware that they are being ill 

served by their environment, the economic society, and the scant facilities 

offered to them. 

A gymnasium will not remedy all the social and economic ills that 

beset a crowded segment of your community. But it will go far toward 

rebxing incipient tensions, providing a healthy outlet for energy, implant

ing principles of good sportsmanship, ancl making life happier for children. 

Your role is clear. It is to help build the gymnasium. 



MEMORIAL 
OPPORTUNITIES 

IT IS TRADITIONAL to honor with plaques the names of donors 

vvhose substantial contributions make possible the various units of a build 

ing, or the names of persons whom donors wish to remember in this 

significant way. The custom also pays tribute to the continuing importance 

of private philanthropy in a community which recognizes and responds 

Lo need. Larger contributions of this kind may be spread over three tax 

years in ten quarterly payments. Among mernorial opportunities for the 

new gymnasium are the following: 

Two long walls ................................. .. 

Two short walls ................ . 

Boy , lockers and showers 

. ... each 

............................ each 

Girls, lockers and showers ......................................... . 

Equipment room ................................................................................... . 

Supervisor,s office and shower ................................. . 

Maple flooring ......................................................................... .. 

Passageway to Settlement ................... . 

Bleachers .......................................................... .. 

Parking area 

Fixed equipment ...................................................................... . 

Gymnasium apparatus 

Total Quarterly 

$25,000 $2,500 

15,000 1,500 

10,000 1,000 

9,000 900 

7,000 700 

5,000 500 

4,000 400 

3,000 300 

2,000 200 

1,500 150 

1,500 150 

1,000 100 

THE PRESENT TAX LAW reduces the actual cost of a gift through 

permissible deductions. Property gifts that have appreciated in value since 

purchase are deductible at their market value at the time of giving, and no 

capital gains tax has to be paid. For example: 

A man paid $5,000 for stock ( or property) now worth $20,000. If he sells 

it, he must pay a substantia l tax on his capita l gain of $15,000. But if he gives 

the property itself to a charitable cause, he gets a deduction of $20,000 

( assuming this falls within his total allowable deductions) - and he pays no 

capital gains tax. 

Your own tax adviser can show you how to effect the greatest possible 

savings on your gift to the John Hope Gymnasium Building Fund. 



STAFF 
PA1us V. STERRETT, executive director 

CuoPHAS N. CLARKE, program director 

BARBARA L. J ASH, girls worker 

KENNETH w ALKER, boys worker 

MRs. EVELYN N. BROWN, case worker 

JULIA CouRT, secretary 

WALTER E. T uNSTALL, custod1·an 

MRs. MARGUERITE BEuZARD, sewing teacher 

MRs. MABEL CoRDW.ELL, tray pain ting teacher 

MADELINE G.ENEBRA, clu b leader 

MARILYN JuNG, club leader 

MARJORIE vV /'.RN.ER, club leader 

FRANCES PrTTs, tiny tot lead er 

STANLEY CRuM, club leader 

WALTER R. MARTIN 

ALLEN K. ROBINSON 

EDWARD H . JENISON 

GEORGE Vv. HoLT, JR. 

MRS. JARVIS JONES 

George Hodgson 

Mrs. John Edgren 

Dr. Vincent Whitney 

George Lima 

Edward Deutch 

Peter Woo lf 

William P.H. Freeman 

Mrs. Andrew Bell, Jr. 

................. pres,:dent 

vice president 

treasurer 

ass,:stant treasurer 

......................... secretary 

Rev. Samuel B. McKinney 

Knight Robinson 

H . Webster Y oulden 

LeBaron C. Anthony 

John H . Chafee 

Robert Hamlin 

Mrs. William H. Joslin, Jr. 

Charles A. Kilvert, Jr. 

Mrs. Murray S. Danforth, Jr. Rev. Anthony Robinson 

Miss Evelyn Harry Mrs. Margaret V. West 

~ JOHN HOPE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION , 376 Knight Street, Providence 9, R. I. 

I' ,,f J~cd Feather Agenc y 
75 ~ 



- ' LeBaron C. Anthony William P. H. Freeman 

\ CAMPAIGN :~ 
(?R(;A_Nl1AJION ; 

. '. ; ' 
, ' 

LEBARON C. ANTHONY 

general clzainnan 
WILLIAM P .H. FREEMAN 

vice chairman 

CAMPAIGN STEERING COMMITTEE 

RALP H N. BATTEY 

MRS . ANDREW J. BELL, JR. 
rvfas. M URRA y S. DA NFORTH, JR. 

EDw ARD DE UTCH 

MR S. J OI-1 EDGREN 

MRs. R oBERT T. ENGLES 

W1LL1Ai\I P. H. FREE11A N 

GEORGE w. HOD GSON 

MRS. NELSON B. REC ORD 

ALLEN K. RoBI rso 1 

PETER WooLF 

DR. Jm -IN W. McCREA 

PARIS \T. STERRETT 

ADVANCE GIFTS DIVISION 

MR.s. M u RRA Y S. DA TFORTH,JR., chairman MRs . R oBERT T. ENGLES, vice chairman 

CORPORATIONS DIVISION 

J01-1 r S. CHAFEE, chairman 

MERCANTILE-DOWNTOWN DIVISION 

A. TR OWBRIDGE H oRTON, chairman 

MERCANTILE-NEIGHBORHOO0 DIVISION 

M oRRis M. L\DD , chaZ:rman 

NEIGHBORHOOD DIVISION 

MRs. ANDREW J. BELL, JR. , chairman MRs. JEROME M. BROWN, vice chairman 

CLUBS AND ORGANIZATIONS DIVISION 

REv. ARTHUR E. WILSO N, co-chairman GEORGE S. LI J\1A, co-chairman 

PUBLIC RELATIONS AND SPECIAL EVENTS 

H. WEBSTER YouLDE N, chairman 



In the rear of the John Hope Settlement building , 

on,:e a police station 1 is this dungeon-like cell block, unused now for any 

purpose. To the innocent eyes of the little boy peering out, the ·cells have no 

meaning. To the Settlement, they are the very antithesis of 

freedom andhop e. They must go. 



Dr. Carl R. Gross, Tre a surer 
Greater Providence Gra.duate 
Schol ar shi p Fund 
102 Olney Street 
Providence 6, Rhode Isl and 

Dear Dr. Gross: 

l 
er 17, 1952 

Vve acknovvledge with thanks your check in the 

amount of $258.38 representing schol arship award 

to Mr. Charles R. Venter. Recei pt to cover the 

remitt &nce is enclo sed. 

The University is deeply gr ateful for your 

o.ssist ance to a student of thi s institution. 

Yours very truly, 

,.,;. ., 

(i
. / / ,__,;::} ,,,,., ) / / 
~~ __,,, ...?'Le'.--C---; / C'. ~ ..,,,.. ~ 

------ ~ ,__-- ,r .,,, '--- --Herbert L. Hunt, 
Supervisor, Student Accounts 

HlH/bjs 
Enc. 

COMMUNICATIONS SHOULD BE ADDRESSED TO THE "TREASURER , HOWARD UNIVERSITY" AND NOT TO INDIVIDUALS 



OFFICE OF THE TREASURER 

HOW ARD UNIVERSITY 
WASHINGTON 1, D. C. 

INCO:RPORATED BY Ac'l' OF CONGRESS. MAJtCll 2, 1867 

September 17, 1952 

Dr. Carl R. Gross, Tre&surer 
Greater Providence Greduate 
Schole.rship Fund 
102 Olney Street 
Providence 6, Rhode Island 

Dear Dr. Gross: 

vve acknovvledge with thanks your check in the 

amount of $258.38 representing scholarship award 

to Mr. Charles R. Venter. Receipt to cover the 

remitt 2nce is enclosed. 

The University is deeply grateful for your 

a.ssistance to a student of this institution. 

HIH/bjs 
Enc. 

Yours very truly, 

/ / .J 
. ., l ~ 

---- ~t..e:'.---?- ~. ·'-.., 

Herbert L. Hunt, 
Supervisor, Student Pccounts 

COMMUNICATIONS SHOULD BE ADDRESSED TO THE "TREASURER, HOWARD UNIVERSITY" AND NOT TO INDIVIDUALS 



Providence Navy Pilot Involved 

Armed forces RecrU"it Negroes 
. -

Washington - (UPI) - A ten 50 other Negro Navy of~ ple, who don't know the Navy 
Negro Navy pilot from Provi- ficers to make recruiting tri has changed." He suggests a 
dence, a veteran of 65 Vietna.qi to 300 colle ges which contain contributing causet "Some pres
combat missions, has been trav- some Negroes . He has sought idents of Negro colleges used 
eling about the United States help from the Negro press. to be Navy stewards." 
trying to interest promising "So many people tell me Commander Taylor believes 
young Negroes in naval officer 'I've never seen a .Negro naval his program is beginning to 
careers. officer,'" Commander Taylor show meas ·ureable results. In 

The Air Force Academy in said. The Navy had no Negro fiscal year 1967, 47 Negroes 
Colorado Springs this year sent officers in 1917; 194 in 1962 were given Navy commissions 
13, of its Negro cadets to De- and 330 in 1968. They are in through all channels. In fiscal 
troit, Washington, Kansas City, all fields, with the largest con- 1968 some 136 were expected 
Dallas, Nashville and other dt- centrations in the ''line,'' avia- to be commissioned, more than 
ies to visit schools, appear on tion and medical ranks. Tables double the previous year. 
television and talk to civic show the time it takes them 
groups in an effort to increase to travel up the promotion lad-
Negro enrollment in the acad- der is the same as for white 
emy. · - officers. · J 

· The Defense Department last Yet Lt. Carlos C. Campbell, : 
year sent out 19,000 letters to who works with Commander · 
schools, colleges and community Taylor, said he is continually . 
leaders, explaining the oppor- amazed . to find "educated peo- · 
tunities that exist in the officer I ----- -
ranks ,of all the armed . forces 4 
for all races. . . - f 

These are som~ .of . the steps : 
the Armed Services are taking : 
to try to make the statistical , 
reality of Negro officer enroll- 1 

ment catch up witl+ the policy : 
of equal opportunity which 1 

President Harry Trull}an pro- : 
claimed for the military serv- 1 

ices in 1948. · , : 
In 1967, 3.4 per cent of Army : 

officers (including warrant) 1 

were Negroes. Figures for the : 
other services were: Air Force, 1 

1.8 per cent; Marines, 0.7 per : 
cent, and Navy, 0.3 per cent. c 
Negroes then comprised about: 
11 per cent of the U.S. popula- 4 
tion. : 

Enlisted men more closely • 
mirrored the population in 1967 : 
-Army 12.1 per cent; Air c 

' Force 10.4 per cent; Marines : 
10.3 per cent. , 

Navy Cmdr. Reeves ,R. Tay-: 
lor, a graduate of Hope High c 
School in Providence, said the : 
Navy's · low showing in both 1 

areas is due in large part to : 
~ the N9-vy's "image." In 1945, : 

95 per cent of Navy Negro en- 1 

listed men were stewards. Now : 
:five per cent are stewards. But 1 

the image persists. : 
Commander Taylor, 39, a Ne- c 

gro Annapolis graduate who : 
flew 65 Vietnam mi ssions from 1 
the carrier _Constellation, has : 
been trying for the last year ~ 
to do something about this : 
image. . c 

Heading a "minority officer : 
recruiting" program in the Bu- t 

re au of Na val Personnel, he ~ 
!':as tr aveled to 36 predominant- • 
ly Nr gro colleges. He has got- ,1 

. -J-~IJ i ~ i/~ ~- 'i3 ..vt. . , I 

- '1D 

People 
~ NAVY CMDR. REEVES R. I 

, TAYLOR of 6 Dwight St. re-
cently -took command of an Air 

t B,econnaissance Squadron i_n 
~ ceremonies at the Naval Air 1 
~ Station in Albany, Ga. ,He at- : 
, tended · Hope High Sc~ool, ~ 
' Brown University and is a grad- 1 

uate of the U.S. Naval Academy 
> at Annapolis_- l1J-.3 
1 .. 

1 
Commander Taylor_ ~art1~1- ,. 

pated in 65 combat m1ss10ns m ,. 
Vietnam. He is the recipient of ~ 

e the Navy's Air Medal with two : 
·· Gold Stars, the China Service 

Medal, the National Defense ~ 
o Service Medal with bronze star, · 
l- and the Vietnam Service Medal. 1 

t. He and his wife, the former ; 
:i Gloria N. Beaubien of Rumford, , 
s have three sons. His parents 
J are Mr. and Mrs. John E. Tay-

lor. 

I 
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Day Camp run 

,. 

by the Watchman~s Indust :cia l School in 
Dr. Wllliam S. Holland, Dire ctor 

Evening 

Scicuate, R. I. 
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in Scituate. A; I e ft, 1'l b o v e, chi Id r c n en i o '/ ti ~Ii d '1 i rn F• f'<, v ; , ,, d 
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made from a pi ~cg o~ old w ,..,!er pipe ;ir,d -, d i~'.'.:->:rd,, i '• -'tHpn 

wh~el. Bi:!!ow: H,e Rev. William S. Hollt.nd, c.;nnp -fo· .. dot 
1.:hah wi 1rh 0rH3 of t he childr e n. -~·'irr 1 ,.,1..,"' 
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Perselterance Overcomes 
Poverty for J\J e9roDayC amp 

''Fi nd ~;. way or nnake onL" l Beside th e playiield~. :here js the 
v: ith th i, motto plus perseverance : large old mansivn that use d t'J be the 

aga ·nst oisr_earteni.Jng se backs, the ' Smithfield Semina ry , and a num bel ' 
1iev. W 1l11am S. ho 11}and, 81-yf?ar -old I of outbuildings, all m bad repair. 
Ne-gro ckrg_yman, h.as bu ilt up at i The children hav e a :revolving 
North Sc;tuate- the· -on'.y d a:v camp I swing because Mr. Ho11a nd },ims elf 
for Ncgco chiMren: in this part of made one out of an stout old cart 
the country. I wheel mo~1nted on a length of 

T he camp ca nt.'" for 75 1o JJO second-hand water pipe filled wit h 
· childreo every ria-.<r. and gives them I concrete. One o! the .slides i,;; pa rtly 

the kind of ser n11-,country and out - made out of fin old but sou nd fire 
door life they col'.l.J:d not get 'in the escape ladder, 1 

crowded Pr,)\ ·~dE'.ri-,c,e strc:ets. For In the nursery play area !or 
some cbildrer,, th-r> daily con is 25 younger diildren, there are patched 

, cents. For many 111. is free. p1..p t ents for the afternoon nap, an d 
They can play ga11H~s. wace in two a couple of rather tattered navy 

pools, or dun k all oHr in big barrels I hammock- for the nothers . The chil - 1 

of water, slide om 'Slides and swing i G.ren Yl:'~terday wer~ having ~u.st ci~; 

on swings. They ,ear.. have as much ~ood a time ther-e ~s if the equipment 
fun as kids :n. J.-)n~, other ca mp. \v:ere all brand new. 
despite tbe 1ac1 fr,;i,1 equipment and Tbt:: cbild:: ,_,1 a re collected each , 

: fac ilitie~ are eithe-r secon d hand or ; day i11 Provide;-1ce in c\ bus ;c;nd 
homemade. 1 brou;:;ht to the ..:a,'1µ. Their p1ay •"'. 

l Mr. H 0 1Jand 's c:a np hcis Vf>ty little ; sup-~r vi.-:ed b~ t_eac.n,:?:· sor:i1e \ 'O~t!n-. 
f rnonev ~,., wcr - ,.,,.1 th But \vit: 1 b~il- lE:P , 11thers paid. .1 h _ ch1Jrlen a1s0 , 
~ in.s v-:ire .?nd 1 hni?-~u 1110 .,, he and h,:- J-c lp jn the vegP!aolc ga~dens, thF. A 
K k.'- al assochtes n~V":: maa-= the p r,_;,- .rnco me fr,)m ·which prov1d2s some · 
~ .ie"t 3 reality, l money fol' the camp. I 
fl The camp,..: loe:.n.ed .:-t the Watch-! _.. - _-- ,-..,,, z.~ - «, .-, .... • 

,.,,,;;;-i lndust :Bl s-c.,1001. 2L-o founded 
; 1 - .Mr. Ho1l;:,i1-11~ {ff• a iair-,Peo r ;c:~~ 
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1 corv1rvHJNITY ASS'N 

-~ i PAPERS ARE FILED 
r· i I 
~ fi Plans 1'/Iade t~ Commemo - .! 

; 1· rate John Hope, Bew~~ t 
~ factor of Neero Pace 
.~ · Articles nf a~soc-i2tinn were file r!. 'rl 
r>," the Secretary of State's office H::,te!·-
~ day for the John Hupf: Cor.:m ur. it::: 
i::::i As~ociati ,)n, Inc. The in,:::orporn t , ;;:ss 
H ure Willi am P .· H. Fr eema n. Carl E . 
~ Grr .:.:.s, Rc,;;erl,1. J. D u,·1bar. .fo~l:'on G. 
~ Le Count. Ann a A. Le ,vis . ·And r;.:\.V L. 
H~ ,fac>:.son, .Jarncs :VI. S tri,~kctt .. Jr., Wil· j 

1 liarn H Bland, J oh n F . Lrn,ez . J-!o.r .. 
1
1 --< I r I r;et M. H Ycte. Florence V. T.o}K.l, 11 ;.!j I , 

~ : Madelin e H. G enebra, and I. Anna lj 
~ l l\!t:·, ~-2 ;oi. li 
C,:, Th-:: ;;;.::;soe:1,1ti0n ha.~ bi::en org,lnize d 11 

~ to /wn~c and comrner.n~r:9re the L:i~ett 
~ J c.c1n !-, 0p, ::, c11un"''i.Us or J:hown Uni - 1 

0 versity ar~ct 3 hrnier rr,:,.:;,dcnt o..: At - 1 
:z. 1:-i"'lta l 7ni ',ersity, a N,,gro i.nsritL~[in n. n 
~J The 0:-Janiz:<h o :1 j-,as p urchase d fl 
q 1)!"~jJerty on Pratt :-tr er t l 
t; ,, .-\r';ong _tile . .cJnno uncc c: .purp oses oi ~ 

0 i the cr~:a ;11z,:.t1on ',;er e rJH· pro mo io n\ 
p:-; 1 an d main~~n ance 0f ' '('. ,;ic , eulturn l . 
,::;.., , , :

1.nd re cr eationa, inrcre:,ts trJ.SP!'lC ,u l j 
I ages and bo t h sexes anri. Jo 'l'ret~ . 

~ : cb ara~ te~ r.111llding a.nrl. c?Y:1mur:Hy f' 
1-1-i I bette i .. ri-:.cn t c.mong tne c.; nz ens of 

1

. 
h , Provid2 .oce." ' 

! "It shall pror.1ok opv,r~un1t;P.S · 
land fociJ.ihes, not lo ex~ Jud.::: ;;•1 v 
group, but partic 11lar l:,; lo include i;. 
aI~ i·L~ a~tiv .:ti~s -.he p ,~nic 1pa tion r:11· 
the Nr~ ·r0 citiz ens nf the cvmM ,.~~ 
nity ,·• it w.as .stc,ted. 

I __..J·- --~~ .... ·-- ..... 't' - • • - ' .. ,, ............ -~ -:; I 

r=··--~ ANiJii:isoN CON.CER1~~i 
TICKETS NET $367 l: 

·L.;_.. •..• 

John Hope Associat ion 
· Gets Commission; Will 

Buy Community House 
\Villl;:im P. H . F'rr--eman, pre,ic:ent , 

of the .Jnhn Hope Commumty A~-, J 
~nciation, Inc. ;:inno1_;ncvl la st night l 
tLat sa ie of ti cke ts though the ,·s- ; 
soc iation f ')r the 1\'Iarian Anc!ers:nn 
conc ert hrTe Siinday. hc1d notted. a. 
,:,om rni s~-;ion nVi3G 7fnr ih c «S:-(•Ciat i'1r. 
whirh w ill g o t q. ·ard purc-hdsing 1l-:e , 
bu11 ~in g 8t 15 Pratt street nov: be- I 
in£; m:ed as the J o hn Hope Co'T.!.- j 
m un;ty Cen lre. I 

ArrangP.men~s were m ade wi 'h I 
.i\ c:1:·on Richm on d, who brings Mi<;;: : 
A n cl,"'rson here, to have th-=> 2~ 0 -1cia- ! 
t1on ~:1-operatc in the t_icl~et .::-~lP.. i 

A s:-• ting the assqcirit 1on E, tl ie 
camp aign were Ir. and Mr-: 1::lC'r:r y 
D . Eh arp0. I,Irs . Ar th ur i\1. A!Ie!'! . 
H u1-.;h l\!acColl, J ()hn n. Archer. i\L·s. 
G e<"ir~e H c:1il a nd :vlrs. Wi1s~in G. 
W11:g-. 

· ... ,he nssoci2.tion 's commit e~ in -
c luded. ? Ir. F1Y·cm.-m, i\frc:. 11ac ~ 
Bet'.tlf'y, Dr . Cad R. Gr os~. Mrs. 
:•.fadelme Gc n ebrn an d Charles S. 

' P ca, 1b1an. 
,:ohn Hope, for ~vhnm the asscc:a~ 

~iv n ts 1,arn i:;d. ,vas g:·adu c.tcd frc ,m 
Bro\'!:. ·uni·/ers ity in 1394. and at ti•f: 
t irr.e of h is i::%th \\ ,as pr esid ent cf.; 
A :1ant -'!. li niversil.y. T he c1:::,oc1cn:•n \ 
nr:t;v !Jas appro::-:irnate:_v 4C per-.::ons I 
enrolled in c>::ses at lts crn!r e. Tl:2, · 
W PA is fnrn.i~hing te ach er s ,:it pre: ,~ l 

~-~:t._.. " - ... ...,,,:.-. .,,;:.~,-"..l 
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• f ~·~--~' ; .l:,~ & .. ,•. • ;. ..,: ' L!::::::;:;;,:;,'.'.1
':· ,, i. . ·:-·-. ,' u 

f-t: / i3 'f "17~> /f(} • ~ ,_ y- ~ -,: fi ~ '*' 1 V, ;,,· .._,:.~r'~~:,:~t. .' i: :0 "1- h t·;~, ·i,.,,, . .,,,,'i ~ .. , .. ' , //,,$': .. • h ! I, '•· • ", , ,, • , i < ·,~-:"'. ,/.~·.:.:a.'.•;<'-,-~ •. ,<''(~~- ,-
.lj;\ IC1ll J -w ~ .... or y f ~ ~ f".{ r• • ~ '. • ;""{ 1 • ---;, c , '·"'' # ~ ,1"' Jo n !1.ope ¾ --·"· ... , ... .,,_~1-·i~ l , •. Jii,.~·;.;~ .. :. ~--,Ji_;,!; -- :( ~ 'C M lij . - • ,;~f~,~~ "W:;H?,~;~H,-:t;,' lit~- f '•i -~ ;,,, 
· enterG~y-rri ;1~ }~~ \. t •· \~~~ 

: : . :r ~ i •· ... - - } 1:!:!~::~ in th/ ;:_~~-. ~'.j_. j· 

H oyl0 Square area no,v ;ire as- , J t~ 
sured of a new gyrnr:as1um at • _·_-.·i.· .. , ( _ tJ,e John Hope Communi y Cen- , . l 
ter by next Srplcmb r, : 

The drh·e to ra i~e $110,000 for 1 ~~1 
t he new structure was reportrd , . ,..,. ", i 
a t a victory dinner fa.st night to ·~~7,,.,,,.,,.~~,k.,.;,:;~,. ···· ·;.,,,.,,,,.~,·,·, ".:''/";;%~=,,-;;,;~t ,,

1
~--~ .... ,,.,.,,,.,, ... ~ ;;:.,,. ,:..,,,.;1"~ .~~- i2;'t ~~.,._ ,~ ...... .r:J:1;~l;. . .J~ ' 

have gone O\CT the top t-y 1 

S2 017. /i Station 011 Knight Street, youngsters of John Hope Community Ce nter play ·,,o!leyi:i,;!!. 
The Rrchitect.ura l finn of Cull, r 

R obinson & Green to<lay set to 1 
\vork making specific,Hions as / 
indicated in b lueprints ,vh1ch !1 

t ~~··~i°':""~.:::~~;;-~-~~:~: "'w.•' -,~,.--r~vt.;Y.;~i r""~\ 
C, .... ..... ·~ ~ t ha ve been in the lJRnds of the i 

center officials for the past ·ear. I .... ~.~
T l1ey \\ ill begin rccci \·in g bid s! ti' 

b-y 1\laJ' 15. Cons t~l1ction \\ iil [ 
start about June 1 ;ind the bu ild -
ing is expected to he fini3hcd by 
September, P. Va u~lrn ... terrctt, 

1 

cer,ter director, said today. j 

The ont-sto ry 8:!-by-36-f::ot , 
(~e:mcnt and pL:1;,ic~ b)ock g:,-m-l 
na sium \-\'i ll be bui lt on the old I 

I 

playgrou r.d at the rear of the ! 
f,onnc r police i:;tainn at ;F6! 
}):night St., which hou.)es th e! 
center. It will be attal.:hcd to! 
the former cell blotks whtch c1.r~ j 
to b!" CDn-.·r-rted into drc,,i;-.,:: ~ 
rooms, shov:ers an< lockers f 1', ·) ! 
both boy s and i:;ir!s. :I 

An influx of eleventh hour con . I t 
tribution.s reported by J 17 v.:ork- , 
ers to LeBaron C. Ant11011y, gen- · 
eral ch airman 0E the dri,·e and I f 
to :.\fr:;. ~Iurrn_v S . Danforth Jr., i f 
chrjim1an of i.he ad·;,mce gifts I , 

t di,,ision, aidrd in p'..ltting the 
cll-;vc ,11,e1l o\·er t!-e top. 
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Offic>ls o{ the Gnit "n F11nd, 

to which the cent.er ass00;ation. 
behm;-~s, cong-ratu l~c d campai,,:;-.1 
v orki=."·"'. A certifica U·' c( ..., ;-pre 
cia f on wa pre ~ri.ted by Walter ! 
H. Matti• ·1, pre,-idcn 1 of the board 1 
of (' · .c tors, to \',l!:R:11 P nj 

• ,/ ~.._ .,.. ~-h~ ~ 

Y1rc-man 1 \ice cha:;1i1,rn of t:1e , ' t 
,, _ ·. e \\ ho na · sr:n eu L,:e :-,.-;~cct-1- ,, . ., 
atwn for 25 ) cars . . . . 
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. n1ass Ja il Break 

.e Center H<;,pes to Turn Old 
Cells Into Gym fot /(ids 

!• 
;.. 

.S 

0 

Hy LAWRE~CE M. HOWATW 

They're planning a mass jail hopes the new buildmg wil! pro
j break at the John Hope Settle- vide an opportunity to foc1s the 
~ ment on Knight Street. ener:gy of the ~o_ungsters onto 

Settlement officers - who hope who1esome compet.1t10n. 
n everyone hears about it- plan to 3,000 Children in Area 

~ lift more th~n 2-~ Y?Ungsters _out More than 3,000 child ren-white 

5 of. dreary ce,.} :··1°~·<5 111 an ~cre~t ~nd colored- live in the are a that 
r-- pnson and ,ran_ster them mto a 1s constantly being squeezed b 
e modern gymna siu m. more bu.ildings. Y 
,, There is nothing illegal about E ty 1 • a· .. 
~ the plan and skullduggery is the ·c::mp OtS are isappearrng. Al-

furthest th ing from the minds of leyv are more crowded than ever 
the people behind the nl;,.n. As a by. cars. The st reets are an 1nvi-

. • tation to sudden death 
tnatte r of !act, they cowd use some . · 

,, help and are v,illhg to ac cep·: it And the kids? 
, from any quarter. "They're normal, healthy kids 

The Settlement House. more cor- just asking for a chance at fair 
i rectly kn0vrn MS the John iiope play," :\Ir. Sterrett says in his 
1 Community Center. is in the midst ap_Peal for help to pu.sh the fund 

cf a fund dri\ -e to bwld a modern dnve over its '.:;'Oal. - -~ 
$110,000 gymnasium at the rear of ''Where things have 'ciosE·d up, 

lits present quarters in - the olc~ I somethrnD' must ope:i." is the way 
·Kni~ht Street polirc station in the the director ex-plains the grO\\ing 
Hoyle Square section. need for a safe play area in the 

To date more than $43,000 ha s CfO\\ded district. 
been rajsed by 66 pledges to,~·ard A third of the youngsters now 
foe goal. 

1

1using the Settlement faciliti es are 
, Behind ~fain Buiiding ;vhlte, .U1e d~rector s~ys, :-ind a i.:v-

Th 
· ..:,1 b 1 , mg exampL that d1Uerent racPs 

. e new gymnas111m wu e 0- , • Li . . k d • · -
t · ~ 1 t b hi d th can ve . ½Or an olay .ogetJ1er 

'ca ~,a on an emp,Ly O ~ n e in harmony . • 
mam bmld ;ng t.•-rn:re police u...,ed 
to graze thPir hor.::e. yc2rs ago. !he Se-ttlement House. _ w1:1ch re-

{ 
r 

J ·-

. (.-
,;.. . 
~~~ 

:-.., . 
""· 

,;,, . 
{ ~: 

1 

1 -~ 
< ••• f > 

The cramoed and depressing cell ce1ves 9;} per cent of !ts income 
blocks snll all c'sC!1ed to the present from th~ l:'.11ted Fund : is well c~11 Blocks in old buildin g will be made ove r int o 
bul.iding ,;,ill be nade over ir.lo aware tnat its own ncighbcrhocd shower and lock er room s for new gymr.asium. 

-~ 
t 
V , 
l 

r; 

l'. 
} 
,1 

!; ,. 

Show..,.r ..,,nd· locker. rooms for the oI factory and domestic workers ~ = . -St/if! P hutos bl' Troma Q D. S ,f'Hr.s 
gymnasium. ca 111ot pus~ the drive to a success- ------------------ - - - ---- ---

p "' ,, St . tt a· ~t f th ful ccnclus10n. It has no endow-

[ 
an; v. ~ ene, irecoro e n:ent, 

Settlement fioilse since it moved · · - -
into the old police st;i+ion rune Oifer~ )Tuch to Youth 
years ago, thin.ks e·.1-: nc'"1,· gym- E\ ·en \\.~th its limite d fac ilit1es. 
nasium vr.ll solve thr single great- Jol111 Hope Settlcmi:nt provides 
est m~ed for the duldren growing many types of enterta inment and 
up in the cluttered and cramped guidance for the yoU11gst1:rs livit1g 
streets arou nd the settlement. \nthln the shadow of its bnck 

"There is a reasnnable amount \l,.-aIJ.s. 
of hos~Uity in every normal child ," There is a playroom for tc-dcilers. 
Mr. Sterrett explains, "ard he will a craft and hobby roor.:, a iounge, 
take it out otll soci0.ty ii it isr.'t study room, snack bar and audi
utilized." tori urn. And there is a gymna ~ium , 

The director, v.°•ho says there toci, if ~hat is the rig~t word, for 
isi,' t a gymnasium or phyground I U1e third floor cubicle wner e 
within a mile radius of the center, I boa rded up v.1ndcws shut out th e 
,., . . JsunJ..i,ght. • 

"I A day camp ls also run by the 
1 

Settlement, along with sewing and 
_ othe r cla sses for adults. About 
1,000 pers0ns are regi st ered at the 
center. with an avera 6e daily at
tendance set at 301). Th2 ages rui1 

, irom 4 to 96, acco rdin g to thP di
r~ctor. 

The \Ve~t Side Neighb1xhood As- · 
s,Jciatwn. an intPrrada l group. is 

1 also sponsored by L1.c ScU1cmcnt 

'

House. 
Right riow, though, the main 

~

. dream of the center is to change 
tJ1ost? vn ~ical bars 011 fo," Jld jail 
into paral lel bar.s in .a ll;W gym
nas'.itur .. . ~ 

GI 

t 
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Birtl1day 
The de:y school at the John Hope Settf ement H o use in Providence celebrated the beginning of its 7.6th ye~ 
yesterday. Here, camp director Cleo C larke ledd1i i he youngsters in an exuberant birthday cheer. 

-J ournal-Eullerm F.r.cto b~· L=:E .R0 ~r!:..~O 
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.. c , rn.,:: nvlllc I u vcu ,J.~. LJ L 1 .r:1 ·:-::1·,cs J1n..e \'-·or,en doc tor s in : Obst:,~ncal case·· a!so like Eff 
-r'~o1·ma~1 sa r' ····o :o:1g; as tne::--· knc,y,'' pediatric; s, too Dr . E'.'.is ~0inted Clllt. p1 esence '.ii the u;,1 1, el'y , )Orn. _A 
n~ ··ir bus1;11,,s. Eff .e knov ~ her but ott c

1
n ~orrir- £'h;Yfrcn ke(;:p in - nurs:::~. she sa .. ,. ,~.-e r,1 ·scd r. 

i)Lt:,L1c:-:. I thin~ :-r..en rar~ly obj0 ct qlliri 11;:_; \\°l11'n the:· an~ g_oing to --.;ee \';on,an doctor ir a ho nil al. 

' '· 

_,. ,. :-"' ..... ··~· 

_,. 

' '· o, 

"E:-.pcricnccd nur-;,.; can b• 
gr,:,at he)p to a ~01111-:::-~, i~tur i: 
hospit al." Dr. Ellis q;c\ "If 11 
}lt·e you. ~hey t-:·11 y Jll '- ,,-,,iythit 
If the~' don't-~ ,1 .,,. tcJ ~ oe nc
ir:,z:." ::-he L2,; b·~:,;- for: ll ~ c, ,, 
t,.,~nurse.:- . .:h-- r,:.->!'"=, r· 0 1v-:· 
given her th2 righL ~ tro ·:., on h 
pital routine. 

'I11is wcekPnd, Erne C3.\? S t 

Ly ing -In Hos;,ita1 to s,• ·o thP. !VI. 
sachusetts General Hos~'it<.1J. 1"h r 
shP. v,ork s \,·ith D r. Ala i i Bude r f 
a sho rt ·while . But mavbe ::he' ll n, 
her pc;-,t ho 11::;c. 

Su rel y , t;-:;r soft -spol{c.~ litt JE: fo 
. " doc t or ·wi t h her bright blou se r 
,; neath her h0 spital jac:-.;:d, an h 

b right pink kn i tting , v,:ill 1caw gc 
fri ends behind. 

BABY CRIDARI enjoys a tt ent ion and ~ rout ine che ckup in 
1 

the South nurs e ry at Lying -In Hosp it a! whii e Dr. Elfo li:d e:-is 11 

to hi~ heart and Nurse Rose Ryan of ~ewport hoid$ him __ s!~ J -

' 

• 
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1 thin k tha t men doctors l:ke 

u 
t·tie -idea of womer 1r, the pro -1 

I·! tessi on,' says Dr. Effie Ellis.I 
She say~ she has experienced , 

i \ • 
rro crntano,, i srn From either +ne 

t ':;I 

•I ~odor s or t!te nun.cs at Lying- ) 

i l b Hospi+af. l 
I ./:;: ~lj ;;l - j '.J.. ---J--:_2.. i 

l 

1 
" 

' .,, < ,, . ~- • ,.,,,,.,.,,- ~- ,.';'J 
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DRINl<ING POP Wl1'H 1'HE MEDICAL MEN, 
Dr. Ellis relaxes in the apartment that ac
commodates the maie res ;dents , interns and 
visit ing medi cal students . Keiaxing , but on 
call, are Harvard medi ca l stu d en ts Joh n 

. ,··· 

., 
• 

·.( 
·,'o/ 

·w,,~· 
.,9.,._,, 

Gehring and Ch arie~ Sta rrey, Dr. Pc-,ti Ne 
man , cr1ie{ re sident in cbsteh:cs, Ji HeH 
of :vialden, Mass. , and T,Jfts ~er,;or niedi,.., 
stud en ts J a me s H a n nu m d n d 'v\t ill L-Fn L ·; ~ ~ h 

J ~ J. -z:v_i-7~ .. :. L ;'->VV• . I 
SCH OLA l~:'<Y ! i> 

On ;-::_,t1.:.rd.,'.·, J,1.;:(' :_,·:.'.. ll'", I 
Car} H. Gro-:.s c,~ tr,i.~ dt-.~ ~:1--0 n .. f 
1riter e.:;t:re,- t,1'.k at t~~e .. Ch 11/:'I 
o+' God a n:1 5='.-·u:,".:: 0f C'.,:-t lt,1 - 1 

tivc to 1hi:'- ,1 "<:',l fnr "',~1101arc:1~p 
a ::sL,Lance for rt l., ~ 1 (). L Ll !1d r ') ~: 2<:.:F· 

_g-ra iuates \Vho ,\ .';:,lL' t•) .~-0 fr· o 
JY:vfo" sion: l 11.: 1 l ~- H ,, bit"1 o: t1v 
in t:>r?st of Dr L~1~ Elli s, ,\·:.io hns ! . 
ser :."'•-: a.:; ...:hie.f ,.,0,liatr1..:::an at , 
th2 i' rov".rlne L~.-ing--Ir Hos irn1. 
and. her in tC're::;t ~~ th::; en JS!.'. _ 

A!l dre,;v J. Bell, Jr., _\lrs. Bell, Dr. 
G ro sf,, :\1i~~ Ail ee n ,Ree:;e. and 
ct11er.:-; ar-e vrn rkirig on a committee . 
to,o n·d the e:::ta1Jlishnv2nt o_ surh a\ 
scholarship . Th e 1,asrnr a~d , rn.e.11-
1e 1 s of th e Church 0f r;.0cl :rnd 
Saints of Chr is t comributea to I 
this upliftbg ~-ause. - -1 

"K * * ·-- - ~ 

r 
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1 ~I I .u. V ..._, ,$ ,J...,, iii. 

'i Dr. Effie •EG;is, v,ho. for the 
second time is $ervbg as c'i1ief of 
Re sident P ediatricia ns at the Prov- ' 
idenc ~ Lying-In Ho spital , .. vili be 1 
th-2 spr~aker at the me et ing, being 
held at the Providence Journal Au- ' 
ditorium on \Vednesday evening , 
Ju:"le 25, at 8 p. rn. Dr. Ellis will 
sr:eak on the subject, "}:y Broth
er's Kc.~per-\Vho is He?", and will ! 
discuss cert2i n nef'-,ds and object - 1 

ives of this , or any community. 
Dr. Ellis :s a r.ative of Columbus, 

Ohio, and attended the High School • 
at Atlanta University, and Spell - 1 

man 1Colle-ge fo1· Wom~:'1- She re
ceived her :\1A in zoo ogy at the 
Cniver s icy of Iilinois. Later she 

, s died tropical di seases under no- c 
! .e<l specialL:;ts, and in PLN:rto Rico. ~ 

?\ ext month she will s tu dy Pe 
diatric Cardiology under a scholar 
ship at Johns Hopkins Hospital in 

' Balti more , :\Id. 

T Le m ee ting is behg- arra n ged 
by a group of citizens, and t he 
pu bl i(; is invited to att·~ncl. 

t. 

~HE rnoVIDr:~-CE JOt:n:~~lL 

----~-- ---------
!
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Hundreds .nt Cerem ony 
Honoring N\en,ory 
Of Ho;-.H! High Athleta 
Lt . \Valter S. Gladding Memo ·, 

ria l Square was dedic ate d yester - ,~ 
day a fternoon a t Camp and Olncy ,f 
Streets before several hundre d !', 
perso ns. : 

T he Air F orce m an whose mem - · 
1ory \vas honored was the svn ofj 
Wa lter an rl the lat<>. Elsie Glad 
uing. Hi s father, v.:ho makes his ,· 
home at 211 Howell St.. attende d · 
the ceremonies. 

Lt . Gladding. a Hope Hlgh ' 
•School athle t e and graduate of the 
Un iver ity of Rhode Island, <lied 
in an accident on J une !'-, 1945 . 
He had train ed :or r1. career in 
physical education vvor k and at 

;tendcd Atlanta univer .sity. 

I 
Veteran~ Parade 

A parade from Camp Street and 
1 Doyl~ Avenue preced ed the d(:rl.r
Jcat ion program. Particiratinr, were 
'American Legion and Veterans of 
iForeign Wars unit~ !cd by the 
barid of Eugene Perry Post, VF\\, . 

I The principa l addres!3 wa.s given ! 
;by Dr. Carl R. Cross, staie chiJdi 

1welfare officer of th~ Armstrong - I 
Gladdin~ Post, Amer ~--::cn Legion ,! 
jHe is al~o a men-.t"'r ol thf! state ! 
child welfare committ ee. ! 
I The Armstro ng-GI:-t<lding Pust . 

l
';as na m ed after _Lt: Gladding and ; 
fo e lat e L t. \ \-1'11am P. Arm ~ 
s t rong. 1 

The Rev . P. G. Moore Brown . 
retired Epis copal pri J:st. gave the 
in vocation. Openin~ remarks were 
by Thomas V. Hall, commande r · 
of t he post bearing the honor ed 1 
Air For ce man's na.me. Josep h 1 

C'am:11is, past post commauder, wa s / 
mas ter of cen~monies. , 

Othrrs P art icipa.ting 
J ames E . Kash, post service offi 

cer and chairman of the cedicatio n 
com mittee , unYeiled a \\Tc-qt h. 
Councilmen Edward Loughran an d 
J acob Alprin spoke in praise of 
Lt. Gladd in g. Meridet h Spice r , 
sang. ! 

Othf:r s wh o p8.rticipatecl w er e ! 
' Robi~rt J. Bergeon, depar tme nt ! 
cornmande r , and Mrs. J\fa~, Ker 

lshaw. department chapiain. A.tner i
;can Le gion . Reprr~~n:i •. g ~~g~.ne 
Perrv Po st \ :ere G::o•-gr ~.mi th., 

1 com~ander, and Mr-:. :--' zabe-::h ; 
jvvasllii1;tf'li', pres ident . .J°:"tPh .H. i 
; Hackett. dcp.1rtrT1ent srn,"r vice 
lcommar ,der , and Jo h,, Dct..,csare , 
4th dish 1ct ccm-:--.1an:.er, bot h of 
th t" Amer-lean Li:gion, attended. 

Tl·~ closing prayer ,.,;rs g ven 
bv the Rev. Victor Holley, v~car 

·--l· . of the Ch•J.rch of tile S::..\·l0ur. 
........ -·-··· .. - .. ~~ .,', _,_.,.. '"'" -(:_I,,., I 

...,. { 
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.. c , rn.,:: nvlllc I u vcu ,J.~. LJ L 1 .r:1 ·:-::1·,cs J1n..e \'-·or,en doc tor s in : Obst:,~ncal case·· a!so like Eff 
-r'~o1·ma~1 sa r' ····o :o:1g; as tne::--· knc,y,'' pediatric; s, too Dr . E'.'.is ~0inted Clllt. p1 esence '.ii the u;,1 1, el'y , )Orn. _A n~ ··ir bus1;11,,s. Eff .e knov ~ her but ott c

1
n ~orrir- £'h;Yfrcn ke(;:p in - nurs:::~. she sa .. ,. ,~.-e r,1 ·scd r. 

i)Lt:,L1c:-:. I thin~ :-r..en rar~ly obj0 ct qlliri 11;:_; \\°l11'n the:· an~ g_oing to --.;ee \';on,an doctor ir a ho nil al. 

' '· 

_,. ,. :-"' ..... ··~· 

_,. 

' '· o, 

"E:-.pcricnccd nur-;,.; can b• 
gr,:,at he)p to a ~01111-:::-~, i~tur i: 
hospit al." Dr. Ellis q;c\ "If 11 
}lt·e you. ~hey t-:·11 y Jll '- ,,-,,iythit 
If the~' don't-~ ,1 .,,. tcJ ~ oe nc
ir:,z:." ::-he L2,; b·~:,;- for: ll ~ c, ,, 
t,.,~nurse.:- . .:h-- r,:.->!'"=, r· 0 1v-:· 
given her th2 righL ~ tro ·:., on h 
pital routine. 

'I11is wcekPnd, Erne C3.\? S t 

Ly ing -In Hos;,ita1 to s,• ·o thP. !VI. 
sachusetts General Hos~'it<.1J. 1"h r 
shP. v,ork s \,·ith D r. Ala i i Bude r f 
a sho rt ·while . But mavbe ::he' ll n, 
her pc;-,t ho 11::;c. 

Su rel y , t;-:;r soft -spol{c.~ litt JE: fo 
. " doc t or ·wi t h her bright blou se r 
,; neath her h0 spital jac:-.;:d, an h 

b right pink kn i tting , v,:ill 1caw gc 
fri ends behind. 

BABY CRIDARI enjoys a tt ent ion and ~ rout ine che ckup in 
1 the South nurs e ry at Lying -In Hosp it a! whii e Dr. Elfo li:d e:-is 11 

to hi~ heart and Nurse Rose Ryan of ~ewport hoid$ him __ s!~ J -

' 

• 
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1 thin k tha t men doctors l:ke 
u 

t·tie -idea of womer 1r, the pro -1 

I·! tessi on,' says Dr. Effie Ellis.I 

She say~ she has experienced , 
i \ • 

rro crntano,, i srn From either +ne 
t ':;I 

•I ~odor s or t!te nun.cs at Lying- ) 

i l b Hospi+af. l 
I ./:;: ~lj ;;l - j '.J.. ---J--:_2.. i 

l 

1 
" 

' .,, < ,, . ~- • ,.,,,,.,.,,- ~- ,.';'J 

' . - /. 

.;. •:o 

DRINl<ING POP Wl1'H 1'HE MEDICAL MEN, 
Dr. Ellis relaxes in the apartment that ac

commodates the maie res ;dents , interns and 

visit ing medi cal students . Keiaxing , but on 

call, are Harvard medi ca l stu d en ts Joh n 

. ,··· 

., 
• 

·.( 
·,'o/ 

·w,,~· 
.,9.,._,, 

Gehring and Ch arie~ Sta rrey, Dr. Pc-,ti Ne 
man , cr1ie{ re sident in cbsteh:cs, Ji HeH 

of :vialden, Mass. , and T,Jfts ~er,;or niedi,.., 

stud en ts J a me s H a n nu m d n d 'v\t ill L-Fn L ·; ~ ~ h 

J ~ J. -z:v_i-7~ .. :. L ;'->VV• . I 
SCH OLA l~:'<Y ! i> 

On ;-::_,t1.:.rd.,'.·, J,1.;:(' :_,·:.'.. ll'", I 
Car} H. Gro-:.s c,~ tr,i.~ dt-.~ ~:1--0 n .. f 
1riter e.:;t:re,- t,1'.k at t~~e .. Ch 11/:'I 
o+' God a n:1 5='.-·u:,".:: 0f C'.,:-t lt,1 - 1 

tivc to 1hi:'- ,1 "<:',l fnr "',~1101arc:1~p 

a ::sL,Lance for rt l., ~ 1 (). L Ll !1d r ') ~: 2<:.:F· 

_g-ra iuates \Vho ,\ .';:,lL' t•) .~-0 fr· o 

JY:vfo" sion: l 11.: 1 l ~- H ,, bit"1 o: t1v 
in t:>r?st of Dr L~1~ Elli s, ,\·:.io hns ! . 
ser :."'•-: a.:; ...:hie.f ,.,0,liatr1..:::an at , 

th2 i' rov".rlne L~.-ing--Ir Hos irn1. 
and. her in tC're::;t ~~ th::; en JS!.'. _ 

A!l dre,;v J. Bell, Jr., _\lrs. Bell, Dr. 

G ro sf,, :\1i~~ Ail ee n ,Ree:;e. and 

ct11er.:-; ar-e vrn rkirig on a committee . 

to,o n·d the e:::ta1Jlishnv2nt o_ surh a\ 
scholarship . Th e 1,asrnr a~d , rn.e.11-

1e 1 s of th e Church 0f r;.0cl :rnd 

Saints of Chr is t comributea to I 
this upliftbg ~-ause. - -1 

"K * * ·-- - ~ 

r 
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'i Dr. Effie •EG;is, v,ho. for the 
second time is $ervbg as c'i1ief of 
Re sident P ediatricia ns at the Prov- ' 
idenc ~ Lying-In Ho spital , .. vili be 1 
th-2 spr~aker at the me et ing, being 
held at the Providence Journal Au- ' 
ditorium on \Vednesday evening , 
Ju:"le 25, at 8 p. rn. Dr. Ellis will 
sr:eak on the subject, "}:y Broth
er's Kc.~per-\Vho is He?", and will ! 
discuss cert2i n nef'-,ds and object - 1 

ives of this , or any community. 

Dr. Ellis :s a r.ative of Columbus, 
Ohio, and attended the High School • 
at Atlanta University, and Spell - 1 

man 1Colle-ge fo1· Wom~:'1- She re
ceived her :\1A in zoo ogy at the 
Cniver s icy of Iilinois. Later she 

, s died tropical di seases under no- c 
! .e<l specialL:;ts, and in PLN:rto Rico. ~ 

?\ ext month she will s tu dy Pe 
diatric Cardiology under a scholar 
ship at Johns Hopkins Hospital in 

' Balti more , :\Id. 

T Le m ee ting is behg- arra n ged 
by a group of citizens, and t he 
pu bl i(; is invited to att·~ncl. 

t. 

~HE rnoVIDr:~-CE JOt:n:~~lL 

----~-- ---------
!
,, 'r\ ~ ·~ i ; '..., ~ i f. 

,J... .~· ~ ~ I t~ ifli, l, fl~ ~ ., . m·. . ,?}. ,a I ,,J i. , , n--a .. ·~ '· f", ~ 1 · i~~ I IJ'# ~ .,,,,l' i Vi h.4- 'C\..U!i ~- ' I 

f~ ~ ~ 1 l~i ("' ~~ ,.., .J~·-1· g ,r1 i , ~ €\' H> • ~ ; 

• ~ 1' ~~'ti! 0 -~ t ~'I ~ ~~ i Ii . 

Hundreds .nt Cerem ony 
Honoring N\en,ory 
Of Ho;-.H! High Athleta 
Lt . \Valter S. Gladding Memo ·, 

ria l Square was dedic ate d yester - ,~ 
day a fternoon a t Camp and Olncy ,f 
Streets before several hundre d !', 
perso ns. : 

T he Air F orce m an whose mem - · 

1ory \vas honored was the svn ofj 
Wa lter an rl the lat<>. Elsie Glad 
uing. Hi s father, v.:ho makes his ,· 
home at 211 Howell St.. attende d · 
the ceremonies. 

Lt . Gladding. a Hope Hlgh ' 
•School athle t e and graduate of the 
Un iver ity of Rhode Island, <lied 
in an accident on J une !'-, 1945 . 
He had train ed :or r1. career in 
physical education vvor k and at 

;tendcd Atlanta univer .sity. 

I 
Veteran~ Parade 

A parade from Camp Street and 
1 Doyl~ Avenue preced ed the d(:rl.r
Jcat ion program. Particiratinr, were 
'American Legion and Veterans of 
iForeign Wars unit~ !cd by the 
barid of Eugene Perry Post, VF\\, . 

I The principa l addres!3 wa.s given ! 
;by Dr. Carl R. Cross, staie chiJdi 

1welfare officer of th~ Armstrong - I 
Gladdin~ Post, Amer ~--::cn Legion ,! 
jHe is al~o a men-.t"'r ol thf! state ! 
child welfare committ ee. ! 
I The Armstro ng-GI:-t<lding Pust . 

l
';as na m ed after _Lt: Gladding and ; 
fo e lat e L t. \ \-1'11am P. Arm ~ 
s t rong. 1 

The Rev . P. G. Moore Brown . 
retired Epis copal pri J:st. gave the 
in vocation. Openin~ remarks were 
by Thomas V. Hall, commande r · 
of t he post bearing the honor ed 1 
Air For ce man's na.me. Josep h 1 

C'am:11is, past post commauder, wa s / 
mas ter of cen~monies. , 

Othrrs P art icipa.ting 

J ames E . Kash, post service offi 
cer and chairman of the cedicatio n 
com mittee , unYeiled a \\Tc-qt h. 
Councilmen Edward Loughran an d 
J acob Alprin spoke in praise of 
Lt. Gladd in g. Meridet h Spice r , 

sang. ! 
Othf:r s wh o p8.rticipatecl w er e ! 

' Robi~rt J. Bergeon, depar tme nt ! 
cornmande r , and Mrs. J\fa~, Ker 
lshaw. department chapiain. A.tner i
;can Le gion . Reprr~~n:i •. g ~~g~.ne 
Perrv Po st \ :ere G::o•-gr ~.mi th., 

1 com~ander, and Mr-:. :--' zabe-::h ; 
jvvasllii1;tf'li', pres ident . .J°:"tPh .H. i 
; Hackett. dcp.1rtrT1ent srn,"r vice 
lcommar ,der , and Jo h,, Dct..,csare , 
4th dish 1ct ccm-:--.1an:.er, bot h of 
th t" Amer-lean Li:gion, attended. 

Tl·~ closing prayer ,.,;rs g ven 
bv the Rev. Victor Holley, v~car 

·--l· . of the Ch•J.rch of tile S::..\·l0ur. 
........ -·-··· .. - .. ~~ .,', _,_.,.. '"'" -(:_I,,., I 
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THE PREEf~li V41TH n·~F. 1 O•iNC~i r~F.AO 
gets measured by Dr. E.fie tlli~. the only 
woman ,csidcn+ :n pediatrics d lyiri~1-ln 
1-·bspital. The 3 1-yeu~o!, doctor wears " 
sterile m~sk1 and ·use,s fresh tapd as sh~ 

. I 

~- + 

'''"'f-t 
;\ 

,,.,; :i 

..%·.{ '!·-< 
... ~ 1! - , .. 

: .... ,{ 

;.r.,, 

•-?~:~A:v,-.· :.,:~.-· ' 

1-. 

;.;'" 

~;..~ .... ~ .• 
l 

\:~-~~,~-:( 
·""' I" 

\" ~NC; < r:1 i: 

·!,~~ 

"\ 

\ 
% 
,?. 

<. 

;,:, 
,::· 

mdkes her rounds , checking OtJ 1he oc:.vpant s 
cf the 17 iPcubatc r~ in the pr(':'' .nati;re babie s' 
nursery . She is assi sted .!:n-Nurse !rer.e 
$chin tel. 

• 

-: 

-~ 
,,: 

Gradua+e of l.L 
School H1inks V 
Co rr:pe+ent Stuf 

By L CCILLJi: ELFE~ IH 

Mostly her pa"iL'nb cfon 't 
their doctor. But fv··n tho 
tier , ls don't lrno1.\· mu i1 of ,H: 

t h ese da.) .5. Thry'1 c ~oo \ o:.u 

N ~verthelc~s. Dr. I::1!·::
cbid pcdiatfic. rc:,i(1cnt a1 f 
ing -In l-Iospita! i!1 Pro\·ick::n· 

handled a bi,; .iob \, 'tt'.i rco fi l' • 

and an enc.lea ring beL l'i,: m 

':Lie 175 bas,:;bclL.", :.: the 
t al's nurseri es hold n1°U'Y r 
po.dents as do l h.e 17 ~nr ,',at 
lot n babi ,' s f·.::r one :,:rnal! ., 
ju~ t 31 yca.·s ol i! 

D r . ElJJ'.';., an 0i1t~.t.ari1,lng 
medical sch •,lar -., JK-i nas 
a·xan.lcd a tcllow:-;h ip at .J.-frr:1,· 
kins in 13?.!l irnorr: 1 o ~·.1t1ly 
t roubl e in cl1ddrct1 , 1J dia16 
d iology, lh<:y Cc• I: j: ' h CUl 

L.;. ing-In's onl) \, ,Jn .2.n n--1i.:t 
diat 1 ician . 

fifth in Ht>r t"::~,-. 
A graciuatc 01 ,.1,,' L', rL,:-::tl 

of the l' n i \ 0 rs i t :- r , f 11 . 1 • •Ji s , ' 
she \\ as fifth ir. q ,~,~ ,. (,f 1'7 
Elli~ sa-. s sl1f; has 1,• \'1c'r Y,T ,, 
handica·p to be a\\ om rn .11 Lll 
of nedicinc. 

She think:; ',H,mr- ·1 ha·.<.'! r 
t hemsc-ln!s to be CT,'!, ,ru1 t 
ical st11d,:,n b rind ;.1rn~:, :Jy cit • 
rc•.::or(! .'.)t t! 'f lt-) WOflH ll i ! her 
uating class :1.t J_llinoi:~. 

''Six of us \\ c,·p i! U~i:! top 
the cJa::·~," she said. 

She v2..c: sitting 1r J: ~r c,w~ 
cious suite at th<> hn:--:i,· 1L 8.r. 

· knitting ( a pin1' af - :rnn, ,, RS i 
l!'!p. Sh~ lin•s in "t hl' jYr':i.:iu 

tile top floo r st·1'e i:; cil1 .... ,l. 

Pigeon . nun~ in;: 

Fsually that suiit- j-; a!.-:!,;1 
the chid c1!.l~l'.'lric (: •·r:-. ]P'. 

there is also an anart;~1rn 3.5~' 
to ,he otl,t~r 1°s1d-11.i: t:1t ,, ns. 
\ :sit ing rncd1ce1.: --wd, ,~:s \\. ' 10 

nt Lyin;;:;-In . Ho',", ',. l)r. 
::'\orma11 \'l""l,\ ,···1 1 , , , ~ t• 
pcnthoL :se fer l ;1._>·., .. '! . L 

I .,. 
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Lying-In's 
Residen~t 

trsity of Illinois Medical 
nen Have Proved to Be 
h; Was 5th in Class of 173 
~ as her quarters are, the \voma.n 
iv) doc to~ admits that the pigeons on 
. I the window sill often make enou~h 
a- ;noise to interfere with her sl eep . 
~g If one 1h·e- in a penthouse, one must 
,.· !!put up with inconveniences. 

is. The mcdi0\·a1 atmo phere of the 
'.v-· pc11 thouse Is made somewhat less 
ks ' austere by black-eyed Effie and her 
, stork trimmed paravhernal1a . 
is, I Sample· of baby food. and baby 
.r. i PO\\ der interrupt the stark cleanli
/i--1 ness of the place. Effie t est s all of • 
l_!r i the . packagrs hcr5e1f, from the 
' •st1amed carrot s to the formula 
!'-milk and the nutritious oils. During 
m : t.hc interview. she even offered me 

I a new kind of pabium. Tasted like 
i,· r, 

,·o I pas t.c. 

~n I A nati\ ·e of Columbus. Ohio, r:~ I Effie attended high chool and cot 
... _ · lcr,:c in Atir1.r1ta, at the Cnh ·ersity 
: ~ Hie:;! ~chool of .· tlanta Cnh ·crsity, 
~ and he Spelma n Coi10gp for 

e- \\'orrwn. ~he tt ceived hPr ::\LA. in 
i ?oolo::;~, at Ill inois lat r. and studied 
, tropical mcrl1cine. \\ ith Dr. Carol 

r)1 Bit ch . She \, ·on a study grant to 
1·e Pu r,rt o P..iro, \\ he;:-e sh~ learned 
t. about tropical diseases and para-
a site . 

{d :\Juking Time 

I Du ring .'.'1.11 thi- study. she ex
~<l: plains, she ,rnnted to be a physician , 
d-

1 
but was marking time "till it bc-

_ie I came convenient." 
1-' ' At m dical school, she sa\ -s, she 

'. was alwa,·s \·;;ell tre ated by tl;e men 
r;i I in her cl~ss . · 

II' 

"I don't t!1ink men min ct \\·omen ;: . 
:l· in their ni-o(es3ion," she sa\ ·s, " if 
;r the wom;.n act like \\ omenJ· H er-
"r ' classmH t"'5 olt"n ccirried her boot--s 
lS and he, instrurn•.::nt case, she re-

. called. 

, ... ,., 
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"But then, sometimes I car ri~d 
to their~," ~he added. 

'I NEVER PRESCRIBE FOO0 FOR A GABY.:) conscientiously sdmo
1 

le:: ail thei r ·,orodur 
is Her c011 tact- \\ · j th the doctors at · 
·d L: ;r._.;-In are 111 the trarlition of says young Dr. ':Jiis, 'unless I have some idea Babies like very blar1c! food , !'oyj !>-·1~, wf 
id io.-,if cc,mrr1d0sl1ip, and he is a of what it tastes. like myself.' Many food $he cla;rns +hat mcst cf the pr~ou:+~ td 

ty \';f 1 lrome ,1sitor at ''the boys' salesmen seek her endorsement, and she like unflavored gelatin. 
11 pl<'!cr·.'' \\ hr 1·e :hf' <:Jt:- and knits. , Or- ,,.,,...c- ,.-- c1rvu.:it: fll\II l l}J:'.ll ,wl'I I urrr~rnrr V - ·---- ;- ·-;··,- ~ 

;F i;.,t , ._J1nr, ~ •. ,,-' ·:·qi t, fo•· th~ muted ..••••••• 12 oz. ~ ~/ glr,ril1us col1rs! i:; 113tter1ng stiafos in ,,, ,,. 1 

1d buzz er to 1.all for Dr. Eire Ellis. 1- ------- non-drying, n?n-gre~~sy mJke~up stick_. .• ,. R •~ .. J ~ t 
£1 ANA~~N JAULETS I ,-,,,.. .............. , ... -, ...... ,.. ... nmnlAvlnnd~11lh ftfn rli\ f' 1 
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Dr. Ellis 
at AMA 

Di. Ellis accepts 
OCOAMA staff post 
h t . 11-Effie 0. Ellis. MD, a na iona~ e,ci known authority on the. health a~~ 

nutritional problems o~ tne poor., ~\ (Continued from Page 1) join the American Medical Asso~ia .. l Oh, 
t "ff Feb 1 She will serve m L . 

have persuaded Dr. Elli.:, to accept s (1-. • • -+ f ~ ec ial assistall this important new post. The insight newly created P0 ~ , 0 ::;p , that she wlll bring to the activities for health se~vof the AMA's Committee on Health ices to AMA F~xCare of the Poor, as well as in manv ecutive Vice Pres· other areas of concern, will be of ident E. B. How-vital importance." ard, MD. Dr. Howard aUuded to the appoint· Dr. Eliis pres-rnent late la st year when he told re- ently 1s the direcporters at the AMA Cliniccd Conven- tor of maternal 
.-.......... 

tion th at he planned to appoint a and child health 'il. ....,'>i<"'~~-black physician as special adviser oa for the Ohio State r ' ~..; child and maternal health matters Dept. of Health, ~ ... and healt11 ca re of the poor ( A IN, Columbus. Di'. EHis Dec . 8, 1969). Commenting on . . DR. HOWARD said Dr . Ellis' se - the appointment, Dr. Howarcl said 
· t ly fortrnat-e ~· 

Iection for the full-time position ~ad "The AMA 1s ex,reme . .. been approved by the AMA Bo:ud (See Dr. Elli-:., Pare 12) of Trustees. 
"The AMA has a commitment to do everything in its power to meet the health care needs of every Amer

ican," Dr. Howard said. " Dr . El1is will bring to us a wealth of knowl
edge and experience about the '.ipecial needs of the disadvJnta ge d ." 

Dr. Ellis has se rv ed the federal government in a numb er of capacities, 
most recently as chairman of a panel group at the 1969 White Hou se Con-

COlK ! 
o-ree ~-I 
? I 
IS a · 

ident ef the Ame:-:un 
M9di,..,I Anoci.!tion •.r, 
Chice.go. The enly Negro 1 1 

n r u h o I d a n .d rn i n i ~ Tr ,'l t ; v ti ,h~ or iP.xecutive position ""ith- ·3.4 

T\1eot 
ship · 
also ~ 
Mass._ in +he At-.ii , sh~ v.·,H !or- nci 
<iid >' merly di.-e.:h,r of mc~ternol I a 
Johm !nd child heal~h of rho I 

Dr. state of o~·o, and , i, t:, II « daugl' 
. early ·so~. chief pedi at,.ic- I 12 AMERICAN MEDICAL NEWS • JANUARY 12, 1970 
1 re siaerit at Prov id~nc~ It 

Lying-in Hospital. 
- Assocl a.teo Pro'l V/in.p1 ,o. o 

I"'. 
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(Continued from Pa ge 1) 
have persuaded Dr. Ellis io accept this important new post. The insight that she ,vill bring to the activities of the AMA 's Committee on Health Care of the Poor, as well as in many other areas of concern, will be of vita] importance." 

Dr. Howard alluded to the appointment late last year when he told re porters at the AMA Clinical Convention lhal, he planned to appoint a black physician as special adviser on child and ma~ernal health matters and heaitl1 care of the poor ( AMN , Dec 8, 1969 ). 
DR. HOWARD said Dr. Ellis' selection for the full-time position had been approved by the AMA Board of Trustees. 
"The AMA has a commitment to do everything m its power to meet the health care needs of every American,'' Dr. Howard said. "Dr. Ellis will bring to us a wealth of knowledge and experience about the special needs of the disadvantaged." 

Dr. Ellis has served the federal government in a number oi capacities, most recently as chairma n of a panel group at the 1969 White House Con-

12 AMERICAN MED1CAl NEWS • JAN UARY 12, 

fe r ence on Food and Nut ri ti on . She has also served in t he Dept. of Health, Education; and Welfa re as its first regional commissione r for Social and Rehabilitation Service, and :1s regional medic a 1 dir ector of HEW's Children's Bureau, both in Midwest Region Five. 
Earlier, Dr. Ellis, a nat ive of Georgia, served the Ohio Healt h Dept. as a pediatrics cons ulta n t. 

FOR l\IORE THAN eig ht years , Dr. Ellis was director of med ical education and house pediatrician at Provident Hospital, Baltimo re. It was here, Dr. Ellis said, that she fi r st became familiar with the specialized health care needs of the poor . 
A graduate of Atla nta's Spe lm an College ) Dr. Ellis has a master's degree in biology from Atla nta U. She is a graduate of the U. of Illinoi s l\1edical School and served her inte rnship there at University Hosp ita l. She also served a pediatrics r esiden cy at Massachusetts General Hospita l and did additional. pediatrics wor k at Johns Hopkins U. Medical School. Dr. Ellis is married and has a daughter and two grandchildre n . 

- u.1' .p., o:,u..,-f-L«V.,:,U v + o 4::) "'"1.iJ.i 1970 ' · s.1a~uno::> · 
: -ua MBSlTJ A\ .&.xopunpad Ala~xe 1 : al.fl ua<1t'4aq pasd-era puq aJow 
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'J/:8 Jlktk # 
9-14-52 1st check f or 45.00 sent to 

Charles R. Venter 

l0-16-52 2nd check sent to Charles R. Venter 
telling him we expedt to reach our -goa l and 
tbat on or about the 15th of e:::ch month be 
will receive e check for 45.00 for ·nin e 
monthse $405 . 00 and he can plan his finances 
accordingly . 

11- - 5~ Lett er from ~'harles R. Venter to 
his p5r~nts saying he :bad h1s fiBst test 
and stood 1-~IRs·r in his class 
An ex~ ... .,es 310n of tntn1 i.:s to the peopJ.~ of 
Providence and Boston for their hearty re
s ponce, ( only $1..2. 65 ca?J.,a f.roru the YJb1 te 
group);to tt'is gestUY> ·~ to 6 0 ~~ rc~ord to 
helu b w0~thv ~t~j ett ~P t~e l~ Cde~ of su e-~ ~ 

cess; thanks to t r.a :r~r ov~ U:rbe12 L~.:16~e l'or 
their help in aiding in the fjjefif!tt:$ ;~~~;·~ 
assist .... nce in mimeographing, use of . tr;ej_r 
n1ailiug list and tbei1't sec!.~eter·y 1 s servi.ces ; 
thanks to the members of the committee f or · 
the 11'\ · t~? help in me-e-i;lng and planD1ng . 
this venture; thanks to Jr. Effie o 1 N. Ell is 
for her g1·eat interes t in ~tarting this 
venture 2nd her help; thenks to tho Prov . 
Chronicle for tae spl endia editor1s1 1and 
news spnee to publ1size our effort .. ·_, :., : 

print _ .. / Please i11l'#~n the corrtplete flnanciaJ. i·state&I;, 
ment to show the peop1e who g&ve whe~e 
there money went a , 
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ORDER OF BUSINESS 

.MEETING AT JOURNAL AUDITORIUM 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 25, 1952 

6:00 p.m. 

Presiding.- Androw J$ Bel l, Jr. 

\ 

l. c"all to Order 
2. Remarks ________________ C> _________ ___ Bel l 

'Why meeting was called? 
Events leading up to it? 
Possibiliti es in the id~a of help 

from colored community 
Etc. 

31) Introduction or Speaker ----------- Dr . Carl R. Gt·oss 

4. Dr. ~ffie Ellis 

5. Introduction of Discussion Leader--· Bell 

6. Discussion ------- ·-- Led by Allen K. Robinson 

7. Adjournmerrt 

---

J 
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Thfl Greater ProvirJ en .:e Grad
uate Scholarship Fund Committ.ee 1 

announced this i.veek that more · 
than $TSO. had b<?P,::1 collected to
ward its goal of $100-U. for the 

, 1952 sc;iolarship. Included in the l 
· ann ou nceme nt wa ~ the name of 

Char les R. \ "enter of Prov id€ nce 
as the _ recipient of the sch nian :hi(l 
for this year. He has entered the 
Ho wa rd Univ ersit y ~1Iedical Schooi 
,vhere he v,·as one of 76 s tud€nts 
~~cep~ed this year fr o;n more tha:, 
:..uoo applicants seeking- medicRl 
ed·.1catio!l at the instit ution. 

~1lr. Vente r gradi.iated with 
ho nors fr om Clac;sical High Schoo l, 
served in the Army for 18 months 
a-n, ,r a · hTadu~te d with honor~ 
frorn How ar d University in June 
of_ th is year . 

Th~. Graduate :, <::holarship Fi..~nd 
c~m_~mtte-e'~ prog-ran does -::-iot 
dup ~1cate any ot h er c-ommunity 
proJect , and it is aimed directly 
at th e need for a sist ance bv Ne
gro .. stude nts S€·~king gr ;dua te 
t~am i,ng . ~ recent nport by ... ra
t1ona1 CH€d1cal F€2low sh iJJs In ,, J 
~ t L 1 \_;,, 

::., 1.Les thrt : '·If ... ,g·ro ~t·,.: t 
- - .., cl ... n s 

were. enrolied j~ medici:-ie in pro
portion to their nu rnhcr h .. , 

1 • _ 1,ne 
ropu _1at10n, th ere woulrl. be ap -
nr0-,::w, 1.t~ ! ,_. 2 r-:on j,l t "" :..,1·nri-. 

• - • 
1 

""- .... i n-
s ;_:,d of the 700 at pr€sent." -

, t 11~ n::x:l Ple'.'tir:g of th ,3 GrrRte r 

l Prov 1d_2~ce Com~1ittee will be_ held ! 
on }fo.iuay tvcninz, "'eptombrr 29 1 

~t U~e home of A ileen R"PSC, J 80 / 
"'>ULh Ang·?Jl Street, Providc'lJCe : 
4 1- t' · - · - · 
·-_- vn~;:, meetmg·, the Commi:tee i 
\'"' ll (II. 

· .. ~CJES pe !11:ci.ueri t 01'<.,...,ni.7.a- l 
• • .._ < • ' I 
L:')I~ and prnc-""11· 1'0·· , 1-::~ d I r. .. - -~ .... i..4. 1 i • • • ">, an 
::n.il . re 1-10 1'!.s f.ron so!ici:ors will 
be g1Yen. 

Saturday, September- 27, 1952 'f 
1 

GOOD, BUT NOT ENOUGH j 
To date, after intensive ,vork on the part of a . 

comparatively small con1mittee, the collared people 
of the Providence area, without assistance from any 
other source, have contribut ed tp725 to assist a \Vorthy 
young man to contin11e his education in the medical 
~eld . The response has been generous and gratify- , 
1ng. 

Ho\vever, -. the goal of the -committee is 
$1000. for this cau se, and it is to be hop ed that the 
the remaining $275 necessary to attain this go2rl will 
f-;Oon be reached by contriibutions from other colored 
pe rsons in the community who may ,vish to invest. in 
the greatest of .all endeavors-that of hun1an values . . 

The re spo nse has been good, but not quite good 
enough. J\1ay the committee b able to report, and 
that right early, that the goal has been reached. 

I 
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9°10-52 Letter to '1 :~P1110Y:~rr~~-]n tirr:,1 
Univers 1ty, .guarant e I i.J~A-AV.11.~ v 11JtU £ . w.1 \~ 

$626. 76; ch eck for 2 1) J) ; 
received for lst Sem f\t1JOfiS l rogress 
tbeywere grateful f c Th; Greater .Providence Gradu -

8 S tudten t Of the Uni ate ·Scholarship Fu nd Committee 

l'fJ •llil f-# 
9-14-52 1st check 

Charles R. Venter 

is har,py to announce that a total 
of $%2.75 has been rec eiv•2d as 

f the result d this_ year's cam pai~n 
. : ,,,:·()rt s. Commitme nts a lready 

1
1 ir,adc in behalf of thsi yi:iar's can -

. c'.idc,te, :1lus the nel'essary costs of 
10-16-52 2nd check S · conctu~ting th:2 dri ve have obli - er, 
telling him we ex ped' ~-~te~•!r :he~ :omrn,i~~ee t,~,~~~ extent .d 
th . ·b t tl- . vl ,;:,.;,l. 1h. Tn. ~ rr . . ~sents an 1 

at on or a OU .. H? 1 nr:,1-1:1 ! C·f' fi it of t:3.01.. . \ I 

Will rec-.: i ~1'3 B Cheek, Al houAh the attair:ment of the i ' 
months e $405. 00 and : or:(!ir,:11 g-oal ,)f SiOOO. would have Ices 
&CC Ol"d ing lye Ji pumitt ~d all ob:i;;rn tions to have i 

. . . t beE n promptly m-:t, with ahont l 
11 

~r,:,- . ' ~.;r1. rem a i1:ing t owa rds nP.xt year _'s l 
.. - ... V •-.1 Letter from. :: I c,(,:\)rtS, the committee is sincerely I 
bis pr.rents saying h1 I ~Tate:'t11 to th-e many fine citiz ens I 

and stood FIBS 'r in h :ir,f Bost.on, P rovidencQ an<l sur- 
An exp.res 3 100 of t £1,Ll~ i, 01-rndin~ r,ornrnu n itie:,, for th e~r 

. ~ 1 '.;-1 • ..:ru;.1s n . .sronse to wnht- '\va.s fe.t 
Providence and ~OS ~O ;' ~1·; n10::,C people as ind.Peel. a v\'01C'.1- l 
S pon Ce t ( only i 12 • 6:) i' .,-1:: · n 2:J.use. As exp re.:;sc:d by a I 
group) ; t O t h is Rest U: rn1 m11tr c,f the committ c.e, ·,·The ,· 
t•elp r tr.rr+ '---y - _,tr~ · -•r. l'l-t.1J 1,_:e. '. ave , t-0 a gnat rr,•2[l Sll!' ::. 

"' Q r~ ,,.) , ,.,.,.J. ..> \.4v. t::.Lt ~ . . - . · • 
. th k ..., t t l- :,, ~ .. ,·,.LrnteJ tnat the; ,- are their ']'T0-1 ces S, an •3 0 ~ L, 1 i thcr 's keener.'" -

the 1.r help in a 1a 1ng11 .. -.: ,.: ··· _ .... _ _ :. .. -..... '._ 
assist ance in mimeo graphin g , us e of - t~ei r 
maili ng list and th-~ir sec retary 1 s ser vic es ; 
thanks to the membe.1•s of the com.mi t tee for 
their f#-$li belp in meeting an d pl an 1jing 
this venture; th ank s to D1~. E.f1'1e o J N El.!.13 
tor her great interest in startin g th is 
venture and hsr help; thanks to tbe F.rovo 
Chronicle for tae splen dict editor i el ,a nd 
news space to publ1s1ze our effort . · 

print _ . 
Please lr'-f~fin the complete financial state-
ment to 'sh ow the people who ge1ve where 
tbere money went. 

• 

1 
,•, 
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{ ' T ., .,, ,·.--r 'l, , ...... 

,, ·UND 
~r 

-, 6, R. I. 

Finenc:b :ii.\ ~ 1.~~ :~-t ,1;, 7 ·>he Treasure r 
May 21 ~ :: fj5? 1 G ] :ii .r °' '± i 1952 . 

.from 

Receip t~ Expenses 
$ 5~7 (J 00 (;,,, '. -~ 5~ 

Balance 

lZ2 ~vC· 
~ 10 1 ~.t /)' ~h · .,'.. 

as"on 
3f,-i, O(i 
21leiC C 
c2 ~ oc~ 
15;; 00 

~9~' 1 "i't", 4f •. • ,·,. ·!> .... 

• 1.,-.,1 .... ~, i t ,. '""" ( ,/, .r"f• • _,, , •f ._r ; 

45.00 
3.00 

$378.85 

472.12 

1539.12 

(' ,'') ;·;, • f t ,.,.n l,.,. f:. , 'Md if ~1000 00 '\ r n 4<l '- • • • i..! · • v u ~ l.. "tI' · 1 • ,; 
- f°1 •f • f Al"· ". .~,'). b.c, us.ad 1·•or ( .. l ) : hi\,. ii •i" \ 1r1J...l 'O ~ ·-

~,J.1 >' .1t i~ ~ :r.Y.~ mailing for next 

to go t 0$lOOO.O 
t) ' '· ·\· 





EMJ\ffi CLARISSA (WILLIAMS) CLEMENT 

AMERICAI\T MOTHER 

1946 
'7 i 

II, I 
.lHE EVENIN G BULLETI N, I>R' JVI DEKC 

"Mother.of 1946" 
Urge-s Sacriflce 
To Help Hungry 

Interracial Group Honors American M,-:>the~ 

The American Mother of 1946 
called on A1nerican ' wom~n last night 
to "live simply and sacrificially so 
that babies all over the world may be 
fed. That is our first duty as 
mothers ." 

Mrs. Emma Clarissa Clement, 11-
year-old granddaughter of a slave, 
and mother o! seven doctors of 
philosophy, told ,those present at the 
first annual banquet of. the Baptist 
Inter-racial Women's Group that she 
has given up all bread and cake for 
the duration of the food emergency, 
despite the multitude of dinner and 
tea invitations she has received since 
her choice as "American Mother.'' 

Mrs. Clement is in Providence , her 
birthplace, to attend the 102d an
nual convention of the African 
Methodist Episcopal Zion Church, 
New Englar..t:. District, which began 
yesterday at the A. M. E. Zion 
Churcli on Wip.ter Stree't. A Baptist 
as a girl she became a Methodist 

· when she married the late Rev. 
George C. Clement, former A. M. E. 
Bishop of Louisville. 

The Providence Baptist group's in
vitation, she said, is one of 1200 bids 
she has received so far thjs week to 
attend dinners and teas in all parts 
of the country. 

Present at the dinner in Cal vary 
Baptist Church, Broad Street, were 
representatives of 25 Negro and 
white Baptist congregations in the 
Providence ar~a~ The following re
cently-elected officers were installed: 
president, Mrs. Kenneth Cober, 
whose husband ls pastor of the First 
Baptist Church, Providence ; vice
president, Mrs. Byron Stapleton of 
Phillips Memorial Church, Eden 
Park; treasurer, Mrs. Walter Moss Jr., 
of Congdon Street Baptist Church, 
and secretary, Bessie Tharp, M. D., of 
Cranston Street Roger Williams ~ 
Church. 

·MRS.EMMA CLARISSA CLEMENT, mother of the year and the first Negro to wi n the title, was 
guest of honor last night at Calvary Baptist Church. Left to rig·ht, seated, are Mrs. An drew .J. Be ll 
Jr., secreta1·y of the Baptist , Interracial Women's Group; Mrs. Clement, a former Providence resident 
who has been rene,ving · old acquaintances in the city the last few days; Mrs. Kenneth L. Cober, presi- , 
dent; standing, Mrs. Frank W. Skoog, vice-president, and Mrs. W_alter J. Moss Jr., treasurer. 

Mrs. Clement•s . family lived in my fat .her•s houm3e at 133 Wadsworth 
Street in P7ovidence 1 R. I., thereby personally knowin1 the family. 
I also worked 1n my f'6rst Job an4 d!uring tbe s::ummers of my stay mt 
Howa:-dl with her br ·other t ·F.red:erick Williams. , Til d en-Thirber, Provo 
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Naval Stewards Corp 
U .. s. Navy 

Joseph E. Brown, Sr. 
92 Waldo Street 

Providence, R. I. 

lDENCE, FRIDAY, 1JULY 10, 1931 

Joseph E. Brown}' 5, 0 ce 

Served Upon "Old Ironsides" 
' 

Square= Rigger 
Sailors Now Hard 

to Find, He Says 
When the famous old frigate Consti

tution visits Providence next month, Jo
seph E. Brown , 85, of 92 Waldo street, 
this ciay, is going to board her, "the Lord 
willing." When he gets aboard, he may 
sG_far forget himself as to call the ship's 
otficers to "mess," as he did many times 
in years long gone. 

Twice did Mr. Brown serve 1:,1pon th 
Constitution · during naval enlistments 
covering the ,war years of 1862-'67, once 
at Annapolis and again at Newport, aft€r 
the U. S. Naval Academy was "moved 
north" to the Rhode Island port, "when 
things got a mite hot down in Mary
land." He was in the stewards' corps 
and many were the future admirals and 
other officers of distinction he attel:'l.ded. 
'"They were all fine men," said he today, 
"and I was proud to be with them." 

It was as a boy still in his 'teens that 
Mr. Brown first enlisted in the Naval 
Stewards' Corps, here in Providence, on back to Annapolis, when the alarm had 
May 20, 1862, and it was ~o the Consti- died down." 
tution that he was fl.i:st assigned. His Asked if he thought the navy could 
term of service as a steward compl&tBd. now find enough experienced , square
he returned to Providence, where, after rigger sailora-,properly to man and sail 
a short stay, he re-enltsted in the "active the Constitution, Mr . Brown replied in 
service." Besides the Constitution, the the negative. , "There's mighty few men 
ships upon which he served were . the living that understand sailing a square
Santee (twice). Ohio , Gem of the Sea, rigger," said he. "Most sallors of today 
Glacus, Brooklyn (twice). Memphis, don't know anything aoout them. Ask 
Winnipec and the Marion. Upon the lat- them how many ropes on a naval vessel 

' ter vessel, he accompanied Naval Acad- and they,'11 say they don 't know. There 
I emy midshipmen upon summer cr,.uises _if; but .. one rope on a navy ship , and 
and it was upon the Meh1phis that he ' .t~hat's the bucket rope for hauling wate,~ 
assisted in "taking the Naval Academy over the side. All the rest are halyards. 

tj-)1-Lff 

/-lj-31/ -I 

C • lR • Gr os s , M • D • 

Letter Carrier Prov. 

E . .Brown 

as Years ,Service in 
Post Office. 
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MUSIC and rhythm are taught hy Charity Bailey on WRCA. fV..~~ Sing . a Song, where youn~sters cut ru,gs, n~t classes • 

. ~ ~ "ft I>,.;. t 1 I ;_,~ J,,Z,... /J / / f' 'J -. ' 
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• 1!lc...... . ~-----. , 
So ·e~, n ~ev~l }:'a.rem t 

. · rgamzation ' ' .r -r-e- J 
# ..._,_.,}~ ~ 
' CHARITY BAILEY v 

IV 
• A Master of Education degree ~ 
~ was awarded to Miss Bailey, who E 
1 was graduated from R.I.C.E. in ~ 
~ 192f Miss Bailey conducted mu- i 
· sical programs for youngsters on i 
· radio and television in New York, ~ 
L as well as music seminars for r 

teachers at Columbia University, l 
· the Mills School and Sarah Law
. ence College. She has produced 
-' records and children's song books 
· and spent 10 years as a teacher 
· at New York City's Little Red , 
! School House She was a writer . . ( 

· producer as well as a performer 
· on radio and TV programs. She 
· is a graduate of the Dalcrose · 
· School of Music and completed : 
· advanced study at the Juilliard : 
, School of Music. 

"For many years you have dis- · 
· tinguished yourself as a teach-
1 er musician and composer," her · 
· citation read. "At Columbia Uni
versity and Sarah Lawrence Col- 1 

1 lege, the demonstration of your 
: teaching methods has been an in- ; 

spiration to visiting teachers from 
· many parts of the world. In 
recognition of your service to chil

l dren through music, Rhode Is
: land College of Education today 
~ honors you, her own daughter." 

Teacher-Singe r 
2 

To 'Give Recital 1 
s 

Here March 14 C ,, 
Miss Charity Bailey, a folk 

singer who teaches children 
while she sings and. accom 
panies herself, wil-1 give a re
d ta l Friday, March 14 at ~ 

1 
p .m. in the Rhode Island Col- , 
lege of Education Auditorium . 

The Association for Childhood 
Education, Providence area, is 
sponsoring her appearance here 
to its members and the general 
public. 

A graduate of R.I.C.E., she 
studied piano at the Juilliard 1 

Sch ool of Music and also was · 
gr aduated from the Dalcroze 
School of Music . 

Cun·ent ly Miss Bailey is 
t eaching after-school music for 
children at her own studio in 
New York City . Previously she 
t aught at the Little Red School 
House -in New York, the Labo
r atory Ele\n en.ta ry School, At
lanta, Ga., and the Henry Street 
Settlement in New York. She 
has given demonstr at ions of her 
m ethods at various colleges . 
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NEW YQl'tK - l"rovide1 I of !\er lnterest ln o.p~aril'lg 
~orn Charity Bailey says tl ~ before young people. 

® is no child she can't ge1 i ''Charity was the first per-
sing, The teacher and son to whom we showed our 

, former, who will return to program ," Miss Dennis says, 
"and she encouraged us home city to participate in greatl y. We called her the 

Christmas Festival, do~ godmother of the show. Last 
make that boast lightly, ,. year at Christmas time our 

If she meets a , young~ agent asked us to do a pro,. 
in no time flat she can gram with Charity, and that 
the child to sing a few is how our working together 

began. in response to her irresist 
prodding, Audiences will ''Our songs that ·Ted and I 
the opportunity to test do are traveling -round -the ~ 
themselves when she en world songs, especially work 
tains Providence youngs songs. We get the whole audi-
in the "Songs that Da ! ence to stand up and do work 
program she'll be doing , f,,,_ ' movements with us." 
dancer Judith Janus Asked if . there are any 
singer-guitarist Ted De . [ strange experiences trave l-
Tuesda.y, Dec. 27, at 1 '=' ing with a children's program, 
a.m. at the Albee Theat~ 

_i=-====: Miss Dennis observes that it Miss Bailey gives ri is usually strange: 
credit to children than to "We went to a wonderful 
self for the magic that i high school, very modern, 
ways takes place : "The t1J I only to find that they had 
that impresses me most ~ taken down all but the last 
gives me impetus to worl I bank of lights, and we had to 
that ·children have so m ·· ..... I __perform in half-darkness/' 
interest in everything, 11 CHARITY BAI L:EY The dancer lives in Man-
are so very open to learn ha ttan and is married to Bill 
Children in Providence di M8iCY, an actor in the hit off-
know me.· When they kr11mn1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111m1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111m11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111m11111111111111111111n111rn Broadway play, ''America 
me, they come up and say ,, uid in tracing her steps ller partner, lYlr. uenrrn, . .1.,.u-,,;:, Hurrah/' 
'Hi, Charity, ' and tell me all toward her present life. Janus, formerly with the Asked if there is any way 
sorts of things just as if we "There were so many fine Martha GrahB:m dance of making big money in chil-
ha.d known each other for a professors to help me." troupe, teaches creative danc- dren's theater, Miss Janus 
long time.'' 1 But when she left school, ing and does special programs shrugs: "There might be, but 

This rapport stems from she found herself in the midst geared to children as a result I don't know about it." 
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By WILLIAM WOLF 

NEW YQltK - Providerice- the television show she has of depression days. She of her interest in appearing 
~orn Charity Bailey says there done for Channel 13 in New taught at Atlanta. University before young people. 
is no child she . can't get to York. Prior to that she was after a brief period in New "Charity was the first peT-
sing, The teacher and per.. on NBC. Although she isn't York, then returned to New son to whom we showed <'>Ur 

, former, who will return to her doing the . program now, there York, and as she put it: program ," Miss Dennis says, 
home city to participate in the , are regular rt-broadcasts and "I went on relief so I could "and she encouraged us greatly. We called her the Christmas Festival, doesn't she keeps reaching a new join the WP A program for godmother of the show. Last 
make that boast lightly. cro,p of · youngsters. Her for- the arts. So many fine things year at Christmas time our 

If she meets a , youngster, ma.t consists of getting chil- were done by the WP A in agent asked us to do A pro-
in no time flat she can get dren to participate , and that those days, and there were gram with Charity, and th at 
the .child to sing a. few bars is how it will be in Provi- many people who started 1b·s how our working togeth er 
, . b d·nce. egan. m response to her irres1sta le c that way." 
prodding, Audiences will have "Judy will dance," she said, ''Our songs that ·Ted and I 
the opportunity to test for . "and I'll get the children to Now she is teaching in the do are traveling-round -the -
themselves when she enter- sing, and clap and listen.'' public school syStem of world songs, especially work 
ta.ins Providence youngsters The image of Charity Bailey Scarsdale. She commutes songs. We get the whole audi-
in the "Songs that Dance" as a .performer grew on the from her apartment in Man- , ence to stand up and do work 
program she'll be doing with heels Of her having built a hattan, where she lives with movements with us." 
dancer Judith Janus and firm reputation as a teacher her husband , Jack White, Asked if . there are any 
singer-guitarist Ted Dennis, at the noted Little Red formerly with th e W<'>rld strange experiences travel-
Tuesday, Dec. 27, at 10:30 Schoolhouse in New York. A Heal th Organization, and ing with a children's program, 
a.m. at the Albee Theater. parent whose youngster was th eir lO-year-old adopted son; Miss Dennis observes that it 

Miss Bailey gives more at school called upon her John. On special occasions is usually strange: 
credit to children than to her- with an idea for a show. Since she performs for various "We went to a wonderful 
self for the magic that . al- then, she has written books groups. high school, very modern, 
ways takes place: "The thing growing out of the experi- "I'm just about to plan a only to find that they had 
that impresses me most and ence. record with Steven Sahlein, taken down all but the last 
gives me impetus to work is "I was very fortunate that who was a pupil of mine at bank of lights, and we had to 
that children have so much when I went to what was Little Red when he was six," ,Perform in half-darkness/' _ 
interest in everything. They then called Rhode Island Col- she reports. "Now he's 30." ,.- The dancer lives in Man-
are so very open to learning. lege, it was small enough so The program she will be hattan and is married to Bill 
Children in Providence don't that you had the attenticm of doing in Providence has been Ma,cy, an actor in the hit off-
know me.' When they know your professors," Miss Bailey produced by Miss Janus and Broadway play, "America 
me, they come up and say said in tracing her steps her partner, Mr. Dennis. Miss Hurrah:· 
'Hi, Charity,' and tell me all toward her present life. Janus, formerly with the Asked, if there is any way 
sorts of things just as if we "There were so many fine Martha Grah~m dance of making big money in chil-
had known each other for a professors to help me." troupe, teaches creative danc- I dren's theater, Miss Janus 
long time!' 1 But when she left school, ing and does special programs I shrugs: "There might be, but 

This rapport stems from she found herself in the midst geared to children as a result I don't know about it!' 
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On $h'Jge, Miss Charity Bailey. 

Miniature Foil{ F stival 
Delights R.I. Chil~ren 

A song ·about' a donkey-engine 
and a ·. dance about boiling 
spaghetti we·re among delights · 
offered . several . huridred chil- · 
dren 'in a miniature folk festival 

· this morning at the Albee 
Theater. 

It was the first ·event for 
youngsters in the i966 Christ
mas Festival, the gala some
thing-for-everybody series spon
sored by Holiday F_estival, ·rnc. 

Althm1gh the theater was . 
teeth~c~attering · -:old, forcing · 
chi~d.J;en. and their _adult escorts · · 
to keep _ coat$ on, warmth ·was 
quickly ·gene_r_ated by the p.er
form:ers, led . l;>y :Charity Bailey, . 
a Pt-ovi denc-e na five. 

Miss Bailey; who now teaches 
in_. the _ Scq.rsdal_e, _N.Y. public 
schools, .. works · through the 
medium . of folk singing to let 
boys and girls know a little 
more about the world and therriw 
selves. She has been a regular 
performer on television in the 
New York area. 

Sharing the Albee stage with 
her were Judy Janus and Ted 
Dennis, who sang and danced. 

Tomorrow's lestival ,perform-

ance at the Albee for children, 
"beginning at 10:30 a.m. will be 
the · Rankin Puppets. · 

This was :fyliss Bailey's first 
visit to Providence in 10 years. 
She recalled going to the Vine-

- yard _ Street School in the West 
Elmwood section. Some adult 
relatives and friends turned out 
today to greet her at the Albee. 

Audience participation was 
the watchword this morning. 
Miss Bailey had the children 
singing with her in a few min
utes. Her songs were far from 

. simple and, as parents and 
teachers can testify, it is amaz

. ing how fast children can jump 
- · into a totally new tune with 

perfect pitch and rhythm. ·· 
The donkey-engine song told 

of life on a small freighter vis
iting various ports and lqading 
various cargoes. The bit about 
boiling spaghetti came in a 
pantomime by Miss Janus, who 
whipped up a hot lunch, com
plete from beating up a milk
shake and opening a can to the 
final treat of a sundae . 

Through her dance, "Judy" 
showed straight sticks of spa· 

ghetti wilting in the hot water 
and then bubbling madly. It was 
enough to make one call im
mediately for a second helping. 

Ted and Judy made their en
trance with a series of "street 
calls," hawking newspapers, 
horse radish, blackberries and 
mackerel. 

Work songs-in the Philip
pines, "planting rice is never 
fun-a Brazilian bullfight, won 
by the bull, and the · West In
dies favorite, "Scratch, Scratch 
Me Back,'' were among some of 
the numbers by the talented 
pair . 

Christmas Festival officials, 
somewhat disappointed with the 
small number in the Albee au~ 
dience this morning, expressed 
hope the children's series would 
''build" and that Rhode Island's 
vacationing youngsters would 
take advantage of the shows. 

Thur~day's presentation will 
1 

be "Beauty and the Beast," a 
children's opera, while the Fri• 
day morning show will be "Buf~ 
falo Bill," a musical comedy 
''for all children of all ages." 
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Negro Educator 
Defends Race 
Tells Phi Beta Kappa 
His People Ask Only 
1st Class Citizenship . 

• "The Negro's efforts to achieve 
first class citizenship are not mo
tivated by any desire to invade · 
the private social life of any 
other person or group," Dr. Ru
fus E. Clement, president of At
lanta University, said last night 
at the 127th anniversary dinner 
of the Rhode Island Alpha of 
p],' Tr;:,"~'1 at Pembroke · College. 

. ~nt, one of the na
tion·s kaaing Negro educators, 
was elected to the Board of Ed
ucation in Atlanta over a white 
opponent in 1953. He declared 
that "the people of Atlanta were 
ready to put a qualified person 
on the board no matter what his 
race or color." 

3 6c 

Cites "Mongrelization" Claim 
Many persons who oppose de

segregation of American life say 
that their fears stem from the 

Signing Phi Beta Kappa roll book is Dr. Rufus E. Clement, Atlanta (Ga.} University 
president, as Prof. Elmer M. Bli"stein

1 
(left), Rhode Island Alpha's ·secr~tary, watches. 

belie~ that desegregation will ~·e-as American citizens and given 
~ult H~ a complete and_ total m~x- such opportunities as their indi
rng of the two maJor racial vidual talent warranted " he i group_s, the Negro and the Vlj1ite, said. s ' Richard Eberhart, poet in res-he sa1d. · N b f Pl . B idence at Dartmouth College, " 

1 . ew mem ers o - 11 eta . 1 T 1ey use the term 'mongreh- K . T t d t 
6 30 who has publi shed several vo -zation,; " he continued. "in order app~ wt~·e bn.1 ia ~ Ra : f : umes of poetry and has won a to describe the new order which rr1· 111 He 11 ry~ta 1 d Odom O !~ number of prizes, read from his -they fear will come about. Lit- umnae a · nc u e ~as 

1
,., works. 

tle does it suffice to point out to G~rrett D. Byrnes: productwn ,' Other speakers included Dean · 

-Staff Photo 

these people the fact that there edi_tor -of . th e Providen~e. ~our- <;; Nancy Duke Lewis of · Femwas more racial i11termixing in nal-Bulletm, . who was imtiated ,o;: broke and David C. Lewis, rep-,the area which _supj)orled slav- as an alumm member, and 12.!:.· 
1
A resenting the student members -- _ ---------- - F ery during the life of the s!ave Clement. _ ~~ who were initiated .. 

1
~ _ Lewis_ and Richard T. Nath~n. " system than there has been sm~c . Dr. Barnaby C. Ke~ney, pres ~,, Dr. Keeney pr a 1 s e ~ "the Jumors-Kcnneth H. Cra1k, ~ that time." idcnt_ of _;Brown, dcl!ve~e_d the 0 greater sensitivity of the intelli- David N. Ellcnhorn, Bertram A. The Negroes, he said, have greetmgs o_f the -· umversity to . t gent man. He is a pinprick in Flaxman, Ralph B. Ginsberg, thwart~d all of the eff~rts of the approximately 200 p~rs_ons <1 society and consequently _he is J~lrn I~. Goodridge, Chin-Tai _ subversive groups to find Iodg- at tl!e dmner. He. and Wilham _-~ lamba sted. He has a chmce of Kim, Richard A. Murphy and ment in their midst and they H. Edwards, pr:esid~nt of the 1·1 withdrawing into his intellec- Joseph W. Vanable Jr. . '. riever have accepted the idea local chapt_er, paid ,tribute to the '.; tual shell or camouflaging his in- Pembroke: . 

1 

that communism or any other late Z~chanah C~1af~ Jr., a mem- ~ · tellectuality_ or,- lik; ~ Zec_hariah Seniors-Mar~ Ellen Meds'Un-American ideology is· worthy ber of the board of trustees at ... Chaiee, us111g ones mtelllgence ger, Janet Claire Tella, Mrs. of consideration by them. Brown _and a mtmber of the lo- , ;a for the good 0£ society," Dr. Priscilla Brewster Uhl and : "All that they asked was that cal Phi Beta h.appa c~1apter. . ] Keeney said. Joyce Williams Warren . . 1 they be recognized and treated P"et Reads Selections 1 Those initiated were: Juniors-Judith Ellen Hilleq, Brown: Carol Ann · Johnson, ::Virginia 
l Seniors-Robert M. Brody, Shrednik, Ann Thorndike, Ray-
1 Norbert Fleifig, Joseph F. Ger- anne Lucielle Vil alter and I ren e 1 
• stein, Jerome L. Kroll, David C. Joanne Westing. I 

3 CJTu_..Kh..a J.r. ~s L wvt-"4-r_ 
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