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1652- In J.!By of 1652 it was enacted by the General As:-.embly: __ "'"her e
as there is a common course pra cticed amonc Engl ishmen to buy 
negars so th at they may have them for service or s l aves fore 
ever; for the preventing of such practice amonc us, let i t be 
ordered that no black mankind or white, bein& forced by cove
nan~ , bond or other wise, to serve any man or his assighnes, 
l enger than ten yeurs or until they bee twenty four years ef 
age, if they bee &aken in under fourteen, from the time of 
com103s within the liberties of the Colonie and at the end of 
ten yea1·s to set them free as in the manor of English servants. 
And t hat man th at will n0t let t hem go free or shall sell them 

away to others for a lon& ti.me hee or they shall forfeit to the Col 
the Coloni e ferty pounds.~ 
This legisl a tion was the first positive declaration against 
slavery by any ef the Colonies , but 

11,,'1 i, Historians accept May of 1696 as the 1ntrMucti~m Gt sl avery 
into Rhode Island when the first cargo of slaves reached New
port, R. I . , on the bria seatlower . Fart were unloaded and 
the rest sailed next day for Boston, Mass. 
More than 26 distil16nies made rum 1n Newport and a slaver 
raid 115 £,;:allons for a healthy n1ale, 96 for a female . 
More than 184 ships made Newport their home port and by 1750, 
Newport became the chief slave market in America, Bristol se
cond, Charleston, third . 
There vrere sev eral slave markets in Nev1port, one at the cor 
ner of Mill anJ Spri r:g St1•eets which was torn down in l!il70, 
another a t North Bar tist and Thames Stre ets . If they became 
overcrowded or -sa l es became slow, they were lept at Gravelly 
P!.>int, now the cit y deck until times were better. CAB-W :'l',i-t \" 

1717- A tt.x of three pounds wos levied on the sa le of each slave 
to help pave the stre e ts on Newport, rerealed in 1732 . WPHF 

1730- The earli est census in Providence showed 3700 whites and 
128 Nei,:roes. RJD 

1735- The population of Rhoue Island was 71936, 1548 Neeroes and 
935 Indians. RJD 

174~- Ne@port oardner (Oecramer Marycoo) 1746'-1826 , 

His par ents bear in& of t he great op.,ortunities in America, 
entrusted th e ir son,tcce 14 t~ a white ship's captain to 
bring to America t o ~a in an education but instead was sold 
to captai n Caleb Gardner, a sympathetic person . 
Mrs. Gardner helped t ea ch him Engl isn, made it possible for 
him to have music lessons also one of her friends taught 
him French. 
After six months he surpassed bis music teacher, maintain , d..1 
a room on Hich s&reet £1Vin& lessons to the lead inc families. 
Re took a woman of colour to be his wife, had children and 
a home Qf his own :iln Pope Str eet. 

( 
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l 74$- Ne1,por t Gardne r continued 

Gardner, a ve r y l'eligious man came under the influence of Rev. 
Dr . Hopkins, past or of the First Coneregational Cnurch in New
pol't who listened to his dreams . 
In 1791, he antl, nine others boue:ht a lottery ticket wl,1ch hel
ped financially, winning $2000 . 00. 
His master hearing his prayers and hope s, finally gave freed om 
t o him, his wife and chi l dren. 
The funds of the African Colonization Society haJ increased so 
t hat Gardner with 23 others left Ne,vport to join with others 
i n Bos t on, arrivine there December 18 , 1825 . 
In a short ti@e the old Park Street Meeting House was orianiz
ed with salmar Bubia and Nev1port Gardner, deHcons , a large at 
tendt,nce . A si zable colle c tion of money, books, tools, a print
inc press, food , etc . , was raised for the voya 0 e . 
The br i g "Vine" l eft Boston, JanUBry 4, 1826, r ea ched Li be ria, 
February 6, 1826 but Gardner and his chief lle et enant, Salmer 
Nubia fell victom to African fever, dying soon atter arriving . 
c.ardner•s interest wus in religion, sacred music, help to his 
people, his freedom and to return to his borne- land . 
At the age o:f.' 50, he composed many anthems, the most famc,us of 
i,hi ch was called "Promise", published in Boston and sung ln 
many Negro churches. 
The only known copy in existance was in the hands of the widow 
of Dr . M. Al onza van Horne , (1932) CAP 
"One of the> most remarka bl e men, black or whi t e, the State has 
knciwn. " (Fve Eul Feb l, 1935 "These Plantations" J . E. CL9uson . 

1758 - PATIENCE BORDRN, 1758 - 1811 

Patience EorJen , a free woman of colour was ~ bably the FIRST 
?WGRO PFrJ.WI'ERCl'IST, left a will da.;ed March 19, 1811, af t er 
l eavin: ~rte in beques t s • • • "with the re s t and residue (inclu 
ding one share of the Roger ,1'ilJ.iams Bank) as a fund, the in 
terest cf which was to be applied for the relief of indigent 
persons (colour) who sh all b& members of the First Baptist 
Church . l'athan r·a terman vms r:aw~d execut[,tor with power to ap
point a successor or in case of his failure to do so, the 
Flrst Baptist Ch,.r ch was to appoint one . 11 

A grave stone· bearing the following is in North Burial Ground, 
"Patience Borden, com .only co lled Sterry, a free wc.,man of col
our ar.d u hUl!lble discip l e of Christ. She gave to the First Bap
tist Cht.irch in this town of which she wi:.s o oember, 230 d::il 
lars as a fund for t he r<"lief of tlie fOOI' of colour of that 
cr. t.rch •• She died AprJ.l l, 1811 in the S3rJ year of her aee . " 
Chode Island History, ";in ter 1969, p8ge 2G. ·;-ritten by c.·-. 
Farnham , F .A. S ,G. C. R. ) 

1760 - The last slave to die in Rhode Island was ,T,VFS BUFFW of 
Jamestown, R . r ., January 3, 1860 . Eve Bul Fe b l, 1935 ,TEC 

C 
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1763- The First School for Colored Chi l dr en was opened by t he Rev. 

)(aemaduke Brown9 r ector of Tr i ni t y Church, October , of 1763 
at th e cor ner of Div isio n and Mary str ee ts, Newpor t , R. I. 
Gi r l s were given the rudi!Jlents of education and domesti c 
arts whi l e tr;e boys rece1ved c l ass--room work and v-ere appre Rtic 
ticed to bl ecksmiths, carp enters , coopers et ~. 
Bat tle mentions in his booklet that Neptune Thurston, a s l ave 
and coop er by trade, gave Gilbert Stuart, his first l essons 
in painting . 
Upon the .lea th of Fev . Brov,ne, the school was carried on by 
Mrs. ,.lary G. Brett until the outbreak of the Rev~lution. The 
sc ho;l 1·.as re - opened in 1785 , closing upon her death, Appil 
14, 17\,l\l, 
Again it wa s re - opened under the au spices of the Afric an Be
nevole nt Society with NewpoEt Gardner , t,:-acher in crarge on 
October lO, 1808 . The society was organ iz ed for tbe s ole pur
pose of msinw ining a scho ol for ccl ore d children, a Consti
tution adop t ~d ca lli ng for a set of of f icers, a boord of di -
1•ectors of nine members, five of whom shall be colored . 
Ne••rort nardner was e l ected Fres id E.nt und Isaoc Rice, secre
tary . Th~ sc hoo l charg ed a fee of fifty cent s yearly . 
The school went on with varying succ ess until the City of 
Ne" port took over the education in 1842 . CAB 

1770- Pev . Hopkin s of the First Congregational Church ha d owned 
slav es but upon going down to the wharves , saw conditions 
which ceused him to preach from his pulpit, stronilY ~g~in st 
slavery . 
It was so effec tiv e that the riembers of his church VC'''FD TO 
EXCLT.DE /\LL ME:,IBERS THAT ,·1mE SLAVE HOLDERS. In this he was 
aided by the Episcopal1ana and tiakers. 
Rev . Hopkins was the father of th e idea of clvilizing and 
Christ11tning Afri can s and for sending them beck to /1frica 
as missionaries . The first African Coloniz a ti on So ciety was 
the out•growth of his idea . CAB 

177 8- In February of 1778, t.he General Assembly of Rhode Isl.and 
voted and res olved, "'l'hat every able boJied Negro, mulatto 
or Imlian sluve in this Stat e way enlist to enter e1 ther of 
two battalions to serve during the con ti nuance of the war 
with Great Eritain, that every s l ave so en liste d shall be 
entitle J to ~eceive all bounties, wages and en coura~ements 
allowed by the Continental Congress to any soldier enlisted 
in the service . " 
"It is further voted and re s olv ed, that every solder so en 
listi ng sh&ll upon passing muste r before Colonel Christo 
pher Greene , be immediately discharged from hi s mostcr or 
mistress and shel.l be abso l utelY. free as thoic:h he hBd r,ev · 
er been encumbered with any kin ii- of servitude or slavery 
and in case s uer sla ve sha ll, by sickness ot otherv·ise be 
un&ble to maintain hlmsEl f, he sh a ll A~d'4i1Jlff0l}"~Ue}h53 ve 
f~J8 'df8J (it~/Lf:rJefogr p:l\16fJ:fflso f their owz:ier, ~omper.sa• 
ought to be mtide for the los s of th~.ir servi.ces • 
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1778- Continued 
11It was further voted and resolved, That tt,er e be a llowed and 
paid by this state to the owners for every slave enlisting, 
a sum according to his worth, a price not exceedinc one hun
drej and twenty pounds for the most valuable sl.8ve and in pro
tior ; for a slave of less value. Provide d , the owner shall de
liver to the officer who shall enlist him, the clothes of said 
slave or otherwise he sha ll not be entitled to si ad sum. " 
These regiments created by the General Assembly were the fi rst 
in the history of the »;ition to be received and accepted into 
the arme J services of the country on t erms of equality with 
other soldiers. CAB 

1778-The first major contribution of the Negro to t he State of R. I. 
was th e formation oi: the first Negro re giment in America which 
f ought so bravely in the Battle of Rhode Islund, August 29, 
1778 at Portsmouth, R. I. 
These men both slaves and free more th an r roved their fi l,hting 
ability, wi thstandi11& the Hessians and t akin& a toll of f ive 
for every man they lost. 
The Hessian of f icer refuse d to lead t hem t he next day for fear 
of his life and asked to be transferred. 
After this battle, Colonel Greene's re gJment was sent South rei.
dering further service t o th e new nation and following its lead
er was wiped out to a man in the Battle of Point Bridge, N. Y., 
ua y 13, 1781. 
In August of 1928, the 150th anniversary of the Bettle of Rhode 
Island was cel ebrat ed and a sug gestion was ma1e that the State 
honor in stone or bronze the memory of Colonel Greene's regi
ment. 
Mr. Oliver c. Burton, Jr., of the Newport chapter of the l'iAACP 
had promis ed Charl es A, Battle that he ~ould work to help es
tablish s uch a memorial, enlisting the help of Senetor F.r1ch 
A. r• nay Tayler of Newport. 
F'inally on JUly 4, 1957, e site at Barker's Brid ge was dedica
t ed with appropiete ceremcnies wit h r epr ecsentatives of th e St ate, 
i1ew, o~t chapter NAACP, of r icials of Portsmouth, vet erans organi
za ti ons c.nd the general pubiic. CAB EVe Bul 7-5-57 & 8- 30-68. 

1779-The General Assembly passed an Act in 1779, prohibiting the sa le 
of slaves to parties outside the State altnst their will unles s 
sadd slave proved to he a person of bad character. CAB 

1780-A meetin& held at the resid ence of Abraham Casey of Levin Str eet 
November 10, 1780 was to consider the present condition of the 
Negr o and their possible future. 
Subsequent meetings were helJ in the Old Fourth Baptist Dee!ling 
House, one of t he impo::-tant considerati ons was the a J option of 
a Constitution also a motion, 11":e r a ise a sum of money in such a 
way as may be thought best to purch ase f our books for record, 
one for births, one for marriages, one for deaths and one for 
other important records. " 
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1780- Conti nued 

Vital statist4 cs of Negroes were not fa i thfull y kept unti l 
af t er t he Civil ,,a r so the se books show some of t he written 
hist ory of th e pas t. Another wise prov i si on was l eaving t tis 
mat er i a l i n the pos sesi on of th e Union Congr ega tion a l Church 
.. hic h when it merged i n 1964 with the Ubi ted Congr egationa l 
Church , the y became the pos sesors of this val uable materia l. 

J i!'D e. CAB 

1783- IS THERE AN OIDSR NEGRO CHURCH? J ,E.Claus on, Eve Bul 2-l- 35 
r t was at the home of Newport Gar dner on High Stree t tllb.at 
the Union Congregational Chur ch wos hatched oit the organi sm 
out of which the Congr egation· l Churc h has grown. " Some mem
bers of the African Union Soc iety met a ssuming a r el igiou s 
nature , followed by meeting in ot her members homes . 
Inspi r ed by the Af r ic E.n Union Meeting House and School Fouse 
Socie t y , formed in Providenc e in 1819 , twel ve men met at New
por t oard ner •s house on Januery 6, 1824 , again on Februar y 
24, 1824 and esta bli shed the Col ored Union Church and Socie 
ty , electing Newport Gerdne r and Shadrack Hawkins, dea cons , 
the Rev. ~ . Pat t en , (white) treasure r, Ahama Gardner cl erk . 
Isaac Ric e, TUrnbr idge Simmond and Ishmael Fayer weathe r were 
a r pointed to find a l~t~. They pur chased a lot, l OOx60 at 
the corn er of Church an Div i si on str E>Gt s anJ on this site 
was built the fi r st COLORED CHURCH on the Isl.and of Rhode 
Island wh.i.ch was dP.dicated on June 23, 1824 . 
They called thei r first pastor, Rev. Ja cob C. Perr yof Narra
g~nsett who served from 1826 to 1845 . Out- growing their quar
ters in 1835 they a cquired the Fouth Baptist llhaJ:<lm; Rouse, 
ca l led the "Old salt Box" , having services there, February 
1835 . 
Rev. Luke ,·aldron , 1845- 1852, also f rom Nar ra gansett was the 
next pastor, under him th e church was inco porated under the 
la ws of Rhode Is l ond . 
Chc1r l es .... Gardner, 1852- .l.858, he stre s sed the importan ce of 
the S nday School. 
Under Benjamin Lynch, 1858-1863, the church l ost its commun
ity as pect an J iq,, 1859 became an ortholox Congreg a tional 
Churc h bein g recqpized by a c ouncil, March 29 , 1859 . In the 
fall it was re - incoporated as the Union Congrege)ional Church . 
He resigned to become a chaplain in a ne1,ly formed Negro re 
giment in the Civil "'ar . 
Rev . Samuel Harr ison came. in 1863 a nd resigned in 1865 . 
Rev . Yalon A. van Horne , 1868-1 897. called as acting pastor in Septe 
in September of 1868, made permenent in Januar y of 1869 . He 
was a member of the f irs t clas s to gra duate from Lincol n 
Univ ersity in oxford , Pa. The church er ew emormously under 
hi s 29 years as pastor . In 1871 the chur ch was demoli shed 
iTith wor k on t he new edifice commenced in May, the cornet' -
s tone l a id June 15, 1871 and the new chue ch dedi ca t ed i n Oc
tober follo wing . He resi&ned in 1897 to a ccept an app oin t
ment by President McKinley as U. s . Counsel to St, Thomas, 
D,1" . I . 



1783- Union Congregational Church cortinu<oJ 

other ministers to follow were Rev. Byron u. Gunner, Rev E. F. 
Barrows, Rev. Harold \L Kingsley, Re . • Clift·ord L. Miller, the 
ablest financier, the church was heav.1.ly mortgaged when he 
came in 1913 but when he left in 1917 every ·Jebt had been re
moved and aany improvements made and paid for. Rev A. T. Pe~ 
ters was the scholar, Lincoln University, Yale School of Reli
gion, a Ph~~ Brown University, LL.D of cambridge College, he 
came in 1917 and many others. CAB 

1Jfl- '?.,:C , ~k\ wl..Jc..j...\"e.,;rk-t" i1< ;;ii'..::,::, ,Yf I pe,,l,,- ,.._t I i3a..,Wlc, ,_\, p.,, v,,...\' ih,1J.1 t.' ~l.f · -6'-J..:J-F-/ 
1784- An Act passed in 1784 provided that "all cr,ildren born after 

March l, 1784 were to be free, their support an .l eJucation to 
be provided by the towns in which they resided. This Act was 
later amended to put the cost of rearing a child upon the mo,h , 
ther•s owner. ,., •"·•0 -q, CAB . ~-<-NV 17ft, ~.wC'l1 f-P~.;,.., lj -.u l~ t,....i ~cv 1 "-"'7 ~ 4d.:~'i!..;:: 

1787- An Act passed in 1787, unler its provisions, the slave trade 
in the State was abolished as well as trading with the ~est Indies 
Indies. A f~ne of 100 pounds for every person imported and 
1000 pounds for each ship engaged in this traffic. CAB 

1791- A call was sent out by Newport Gardner to the members of the 
J,frican Union Society for a "Sl aves Tl1anksgivinal Service, 
April 28, 1791. 
The l ast of these services was held in April, 1824 in the 
Fourth Baptist Meeting House and the sermon was preachdd by 
Professor ry·1111c1m Gammell of Brown University . 
The original Thanksgiving Proclamation were in the possesion 
of the Union Congregational Church as well as other Colonial 
records of Negroes. 
In 1964 thiS church merged with the United Congr egational 
Church of Newport, the records passing on to them for poster-
ity. CAB 

1792- Isaac A. Fic e was born ih r~rregansett in 1792 and died in 
Newport in 1866, a free man. 
He was brought to Newport in his early life, embraced reli
gion, belonce ct to the First Congregational Church, later one 
of the charter members or the ObioneCorJnteaaC!tllle! and gave 
it its first organ~ and was its clerk. 
A gardner. by trade, he workeJ for some of the leading fami 
lies of Newport and while working for Governor Gibbs, he 
plabted the trees in Touro Fark. 
He was a great worker in the anti-slavery cause forming the 
acquainanoe of Frederick Douglass after his escape from the 
South to New Bedford, a life long friendship. 
His home was the station of the Underground Railway in New-
port at the corner of \' illiam and Thomas Streets, (6.t", t--l.,w.\'"-'""'1,~ /1/]t!) 
Later in his years he was in the caterin& buisness with a 
fashionable establish;nent on Cotton Court and he and Downinal 
were the caterers for the reunion of the sons and daughters 
of Newport in 1859. {'__ A , 0 
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1795- The Afr ic an Freedman •s Society which later deve l oped into Bet h
e l A, U. E, Church was founded and established in Rhode Island ex
actly l00 years bE,fore the incorplhr~ tion of B,;;thel , il'lufinil$:39 . 
In 1795 it was a tree miss1on,and in May of 1800, it Joined 
with four other Bethel \lethodist bod:les :- (Mother) <>ethel in 
Philadelphia, Bethel in Baltimore, Bethel in New York and Eman
uel in Charleston, s. C, 

i7<11 

It was the only oreanization wholey owned ,~J(a oporated and con 
tro l ed by the American Nearo, The African Methodist Episcopa l 
Chur ch , 
They met in homes, the old Quaker reetinc House on North JJain 
Street, a tenement at Thayer and Cushing -Streets. In 1820 they 
purohrsed a lot at 193 Meeting Street li:ter building a church 
of logs which was set af i re by Indians and destroyed . 
The corn~rstone of a lf ,rcer church wos laild <Tune 22, 1866, com
pleted in 1866, the members financing it themselves, owing no
thing .,. (Told to me by Mrs . Florence v·est "ard, t!'\e oldest li 
ving member;r"gsiding at the Bannister House, Providence, 1 . . I . 
The red brick cl,urch had a lerge ard1tor1um, pulpit, choir loft 
and organ with a gallery in the rear . The first floor contained 
the Sunday Scijool room, kinderear·-len room, pastor •s study and 
kitchen , 
In the bnsenient was the furnace, stor'.:ge roo:n and a sub-cellar 
it was a station of the underground rs1lv1ay . (see history in 
the 161st Anniversary program of nctobor 21, 1956 . ) 
The church weathered tbe financial storms very well until the 
early 30ths v·h~-n 8 mortgage was obtained to buy a parsonage on 
LiPJ•itt Stileet. Ther the depression came, loosing tt-.e house 

, leaving the church with a $5000 , 00 debt. 
-... In September or 1838, fiveteen persons led by D' 111iel !Aorse and 

Ichabod Northup met and organ1Z(,::l. and :In 1839 incoporated as 
Bethel African lletho:Ust Church or Providence, R. I . 
illmerically and financially the church dwindled and 1n August 
or 1961 it was sold to Brown university for ~50 , 000 , 00 , "·1th 
this money they purchased a church eJifice and parsonage on 
lower Rochambeau Avenue wt.ere they are ncm, c?nt.inuing their 
religious life . 
The Rev. ,Jllbez P. CBmpbell was the first pastor and others at 
the pleasure of the Bishop and Presiding F.lder were :- Revs . 
Hansberry, Griffith , John F . Robinson , J.B . !Acey , J. J'Ul1an 
Jenkins, Leo Pottin,::er, Parks, o. c. Dunlap , Childers, Bovrser , 
,.. . s , Crawford , Newby, !.{arian F. Syd es, P . G, HoorepBrovine , C. 
B, Barrows, v,·. J. !Jlmr , George Rue, H. H. Burley, ·:•. TI. ThOlllas, 
Sr , , -, • H. Thomas, Jr , , Cole, Mills, Jennefer , George J . Ri ch
ardson, 51 , w. Y. D. Delaney , Richard A, H1lderbront, LJlCello 
watts, 56, Yearwood , Gu1llins, Hamilton , Jllmas CO mp bell, Sr ,, 
F.l1jzh Collins , Leanard F. Maxwell, 68 , T. C, "'olker , 65 , U, 
George Blake, 66 , Youn: std supply, Theodore E. Uoran, std , 
suprly, 7.0, N. c. w. cannon, 1841, Elin . Hall , 1844, Henry 
Johnson, 1848, James D. !!all, 185) and Lewis , 1858 . 

Biblero&ll81b1 see other dide 

a,'~- ---e.:v..c( i- ~~ -,...._QC<-?~ ~ ~. ·x:,, fn-vc.. 
1--J-~ l ,~.,_,, i,,,.,s, cJ-.-tLh,,_, 1.H. ~c.,,,,..,L~-

~ UR~"1d~- 17-r7~,;c;,,-~V7~ 
i-i ~ e,,,(,fA-,(.,-@ f- 3 I - ; 71? / ~ ~ ..:,._ U ~ 7,J.& 
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lli bl e ogr ap hy: 

Ear l y h i story of the Negro in Providence , R. I . V'il liam J . Bro wn 

Not es on Negr o chur ched in Rhode Island by l!r s. Ulysses T. Car t er, 
Sr., and Hrs, Beverly Tinsl ey. 

Not es a nd cl ipp i n&s by earl R. Gross , M. D. 

Tol d t o me by Ml's, Florence l'iest ":ard, the ol de st livir.c .member of 
t he church living in the llannister House, 45 East Transi t Stree t , 
Pro v idence, R. I . 1970 . CRG 

Churc h h i s t ory told to me by Mrs . London s . Hines , the s<:cond old 
est l iving member . 

161s t Anriversary Program, October 21 , 1956, given to me by s . 
Jlme s ~st Gres-s, anoth~r of the older l iving members . I t give an 
inter~sting history of the church . 

Compil ed and edited by earl R, Gross, M. D. Providence, R. I . 1870 
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l808- Rhode J nland Gener a l Assembly abolis he d s lav ery i n t he stat e . 
""T(iT'.lil 

l808- School t or color ed clil d1·en whic h was s tart ed bJ1:1 Rev. J.!armaduke 
Browne in l 763 , r eopened witb. Newport Gar dner as teac her. CAB 

~

- ( l "f" / j" 4-.:.. ~~) 
~ l 8l George Henry, l 8l, :..l 900 was born a slav e in Vire i nia in l 8l fo ·-7'1 

or s la ve paren t s, spendi~ hi s early yea r s on a plantation . 
flot be inc sa tisf'ied with farm lite, be l ef t go inc to sea as a 

i...ewc cl-4."' cook on a c oasta l s choone r , the Ll eve l;yn whi ch was engaced i n 
~~- runr.iJli l lllllber from Vireinia to Baltimore, acquiring a good 

~
""lie knowledge in Brading lumber, so much so that when the acque-
1.ll,,-: duct wc.s built across ·the Georgetown river, the s0lection of 

~ ,.,.,.... al l piles was l ef t to him entirely . 
, 1 J)pj, on his last trip as skipper he left the ship in Bal t omore , 

J,v,,Ui ·µ J-;,, '.;--&oinc to Philadelphia, then on to Providenee in 1847 . He soon 
v,,i),W 1 

41 
;::, 1 round a position on a vessel plyine betw een Provi dence and 

r~ New York, fina l ly l eaving the sea to follow other pursui t s . 
_,Gv f 1

~ He' became sexton of s t. Stephen •s Episcopa l Church here for 
r _....,,,,,.,, 25 y5ars , where he became a member . 

1 In 1855, be with George Downin~ end Jefferson iniated and 

ti 
maintai ned a l ong fi ght r.hich lasted ll years to desegrecate 
the public schoo l s in Rhode Island, enjing i n 1866 . 

~ j\J117Y. ·~ l'T, lff f fl In 1872, be was the f irst Negro to serve on a Rhode Island 

~(5 v. on the repeal or the 1nt er-marr1aae l ims v. which J ohn F . Toby, 

t 
'I ..,, Chr 01' the House .Judiciary Committee opr osed, Mr Henry work -

r \J ed hllrd on account of his stand an d remerks to defeat Toby 

~ 
1 in three succesive elections with hel p from other Ne,:roes . 

!j 
A few years lator he led an a s sualt on the Metro politan Life \)-. i Insurance, forci na; them to give s ome"hat near equal benifits 
to c olored peop l e . 

";;- ~ He was associate d with the Young Men •s Friendly Ass it.ant so-
--1 f": ~ c1ety, the Fr ank l in Lyceum, the union Lea&ue, the Pork Ass~ 
~ij , ciation and one of the found er s of t he Burnside Notional 

~ J"-' )1 ~:ir:~4, he presente:1 Ives Post, No. 13, G.A.R., Deportm ent 
""u ::t_ of Rhode Isl and an immense volume, des1&ned to contain per -

it son a l war s ketches at a cost of $100 . 00 . A persona l sketch 
, ,. ' \ ot the donor, c ompiled and written by 1"1ill1am A. Heathman , 

1 
Esq ., dn August 4, 1894 . !!'1'. Heathman was- post hi s torian . 
He wa s one of the wealthiest Negro es in the State i n his 

~ ' time, mc,~ing charitab l e dona tions to " inter Stre et AUE Zion 

1 
Church of two stainej glass win dows . In 1895, he pr esented 

1 · his entire library of ve luable . r a re books on the history of 
. the ra ce durin g the first ha lf of the century, t he entire 

~ ~~ works of ~'he.rles Sumner, oil paint i ngs of John Brown , Sum-
. ~ ner, L' OVerture, himself and others , to Livin gst on Colle~e . 

~

,S Thi s g ift is among, if not the best th a t Livingston has ever 

l
'· re cei ved from a membex· of our r a ce . 

r I close wit h h is own words, 11Let us give glory to God on 
high end pea ce on eerth to men . l!Y country, my fl a& and the 

1t'~ Republi can par t y e.nd its prinotpels, first, last a nd forever . " 
'-.) ~ ·--., 

~ i l liam A. Heathman Esq . , Providence Ev ning Bulletin , laft' 
uary Z4, 1900, compiled by Car l R, Gross, M. D. 1970 
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l8l9- George T. Downing was born in New York city, December 30, 1819, 

r 1 
he attended the pub lic scho ols there wi th Henry oarnett, Dr. Cro 

t 
-~ Cr1111111ell and Pro!. Reason, men of grea t qua l ity . 
~ ~rly in li fe he became involved in the rights er the people, 

was a aient of the tinder Gr·ound Railroad, helped to spirit away hi "Little Henry• who had been nlaced in j ai l in New York, was ar-
S l ~ ~ rested but the matter was comrromised gith the value of the 
, \ slave paid • .. , i } N-He was one of t he committee of 13 organized at the time of en-
~ , S · actment of the Fugitive SJ.ave .t;:iw. . i He fought to abolish the property qualification ctf ?Jew York, 
~ j I \J that colore d peop le hol to ow1 250 . 00 v.orb)II of real estate . 
" ;2--His father· had carried on a large 01iter buisness for 40 years " I cy- on Broad Street in New York so it is fair to assume his son 
~ f ' George would follow e·•tablishe J in buisness in 1842 . Later at 
~ 1 l ~ 690 Brocdway under the name of George T . Dovining, Confectioner 

-~ and o:iterer, catering to the elite of the city. 

i 
. Some of them induced him to open a summer bt:isness in Newror t, 

I .,, R. I., in 1849 he bought a :Bellevue Avenue estate in which the 
1; ~ UnlteJ St3 t es Naval Academy was located for several years , 
~ ! ~ In 1850 he movej to Providence where he opened a coterin,; bu1s
~ 't ~ t ness on Mather son Street near '''estmi nster, after two years he 
'I. ' 0 move l to Benefit 'ltrset m,ar College ,treet, catering to the 

1 
<> \ • , sun mer colonists in Newport ,._.l,s .,. 
~ ~ · ·~ •·r . Downing helped to form ~everal color<"d rerlments and on a 
~ f 1-urlp to ·•ashing ton in connection with enlistments, congress -

J \ . man Dixon of Rhode Island persuad ed h1m to toke over the House 
, esturant, swyir.g there for twelve years then c oming back to '\" J Newport continuing his buisness unti l he retired in 1879. 

I 
I~ '"'hile in ~•ashinr,ton he maJe 111any friends of the figues in tho 

~

. politi ca l world, through the help of Charles Sumner he secured 

j r~ equal rieht 1'cr his people on the Baltimore and Obio Railr·oad . 
.. . l,ainly through his effords, R,iode Island public schools 1•1ere 
's:, . desegreaated . +he l,.o.,-;~ 
i- He was the only Negro"among sixteen who contributed towcrd the 
"\ .,.. purchase of Touro ParK in Newport wher·e the old stone mill ,is, 

\__.,./"" his nom~5cn the scroll commemorating & gracious 6 1ft . 
'!e died 'J'uly 7, 1903 in N wport, leaving three sons and three 
daughters . 
"If a l:ng life or us~fulness and honor aan make a man •s name 
Br eat, certainly no one has a higher claim than the one who 
hEl.'.lds thia sketch . n 
EVening BUlletin 7-22-03; Blograph7 of Georae Thomas Do,,nin&, 
by S.P . M. wrsh ington, Milne Press, Newport , R. I . 
compiled by earl R. Gross, M. D. Providence , R. I. 1970. 

1819- The African Dnion Meeting House and Schoo l House Society . 
colored reople attended different white churches, the lara;est 
r:umbcr ut the First Baptist Meeting Rouse in Amc1•ica, wantini 
one of their own a sret'ial committee vias formed to see Vases 
Brown, a Quaker , s ~me had been 1n his service. After hearing 
tt.ieir rlea ho said, "I have always v1anted to help the colored 
people •• . .••. 11ow go seek ye out a lot suit.able for your pur 
rosf aid I will pay for it" . 
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1819- continued 
The color ed people had ra i sed $500 . 00 , the deed had been drawn 
up on April , 11 , 1819, s ubmitt ed and cor r exted by Moses Brown 
who si gned i t May 14 , 1819 . · 
In April work began and by December th e f irst fl oor r oom, 50-
40-30 was r a is ed an d cover ed . The wor k sto pped t o begin ag4in 
i n May, 1820 , t he r oof and schoo l room were fi nished . 
On the f irst Sunday in .rune, 1820 t he f ir s t worship was held, 
th e cla pboard s and ext eri or were f i nis hed i n 1821 with t he 
White fr i ends f ur ni shing th e pews and paint. The pews hel d 
four person s and so l d for f20 . 00 , the f irst one sold goin~ t o 
the highest bi Jder, th e sale being he l d September l , 1821 , 
onl y Negr oes allor1ed t o own pews, 48 pews and 158 free sea ts , 
Pew 21 f or white s tr ange rs, pew 28 for the mini st er and sc hool 
t eacher, pews l l to 14 and35 to 38 were free unless the need 
to se l l f or expens es. Onl y pGW holders could vote, one pew, one 
one vot e , men only on finan ci a l matte r s . 
A minister was hi r ed annualy with the bu i sness of theseo!&e " 
t r ansacted quar t er ly at 3 P. M. , the first Wensday in May, 
August, November and Februar y. 
It was to be of no par tic ula r denomina t ion accordinc to Moses 
Brown•s wish with pastors from the whi te chur ches· serving: , the 
ol dest opening and the youngest closing t he serv i ve . 

The ear l y l ife of t he Negro in Providence by ·~111i am J. Brown 
Note~ on Negro Churches in Rhode Island by Mrs . Ulysses T. 
car t er, Sr ., and )(rs . Beverly Tins l ey . 
Compiled by earl R. Gross , M. D., Provi Je nce, R. I . 1970 . 
see file on Negro Churches. 

1820- About 1820 a schoo l for colored children was opened on Midd l e 
St reet, Provide nce, one of the teachers be i ng Miss Gano, daugh
ter of Rev. Gano of the First Eaptist Meeting House in America . 

Bo ok by V111l1am J . Brown 

1824- The First Negro church buildin& on t he Island of Rhode Islend 
was by the Colored tll'lion Church an d S~ci ety o!l_a l ot, l OOx60 
a t t he corner of Church and Division Streets, Newport , R. I., 
dedicated June 23, 1824 . CAB 

1826- Benjamin J . Burton was born in Darien, Conn., July 3 , 1826 , 
comir.g to Nev.port, R. I . , in 1845 where he di ed October 6 , 1885 . 
In 1849 , durl rg the i cld rush, he went to C9l1forn 1a T1here he 
worked side by side with a Ml' . Flood who later bec ame a New York 
banker. 
Returning to Newport he became a teamster accumulating a sum of 
money, lau1:lching an express buisness under ver y tryina circum 
stances, i . e . , his harness ~s we1e slashed, his te am damaged but 
unde r the se hardships he maneged to surv i ve . 
Ht was the first citizen to introduce an d operat e busses on 
Beilllevue Ave'iiue" ancf""Ii:ite r on Broa dway in Newport . CAB 
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1819- The Afr i can Union aeeting f ousc 3oci et y CJntinued from page lO 
The colored peopl e made great preparations to celebrate at the 
dedication \ of the church at Hodge Congdon•s house. Youna me 
ha<.l drilled having formed a military company under the command 
of Colonel George Barrett, a black man wel l posted in militar y 
t a ctics through as sociation with British officers. 
The quakers wer e to be met at their church but when they saw a 
band and a mili t.:.ry company, the y refused to Jll8rch f' nd went by 
themselves, l eaving it to t he Af'rican societies to march to 
the church . In deference to the Q~kers, the mil its ry company 
had to stack arms outside . V11l l1am J . Brown book, 1883 
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l 828- Edward Mit che l l Banni ster was born in s t. Andrews, New Bruns -
wi ck in November, l 828," the son of F.dward and Hannah Al exan der. 
He died i n Pr ovi de nce in l 901 while attendin& an eveni nc se r-
vi ce at the Elmwood Avenue Baptis t Church . (died Jan.9,l90l) 
As a youni boy he shipped 011 vessells pl ying the coastal trade 
later making Boston , Mass . , his home. While there he attended 
the Lowell Inst i tute a l so studinc under Dr . Rimmer an anatomis t . 
He marr i ed Christ i na Cartreaux, a Narraganse t t Indian from North 
Kir:igston , R. I . , about 1855 or l856 , She was a wig maker and hair 
dr esser and in the early 70 1s they moved to~Prov1Jence, R. I . 
Around l878, Vihitaker, Ststson and Bannister met in his studio 
in the 'Voods builrtinc:, 2 College Hill Jiscussing plans for mu
tual benefit an;l out of these came the Providence Art Club 111th 
James Sullivan Lincoln, the first president and the first Siincr 
of the document foruin& the club, Bannister the sec::md siGner 
followed by \ryhi taker, stetson and others . It is very s lgi!ificon t 
he was the only Negro member out of some Ne,:r& artists here who 
night have qualified. (Founde 1 on Februnry 19, l880) 
His first efforts were scriptuel scenes later to pastor1al ones, 
"Uh::ler the l)aks" won a major oward at the Centennial Exposition 
in T'hiladelphia of 1876, the "O'lks" referred to those on the 
farm of '''illiam Goddard in Potowamut, R. I . , was sold to a llr . 
Duff of Boston for $1500,00 . 
A gotherin1 of artists and frien~s raised money for a memorial 
to honor one of the leadine artists in Rhode Island, a grcni te 
boulder v-1th a bronze palette with his name &nd dates also a 
scroll with a poem by Ill's , Smith was rl.aced in the North Burial 
Ground, Providerce, R. I. 
!Ted Trosby, director of the Barrington Art Gallery opened ne
gotiations with the Smithsonian Instittztla to acquire a collec 
tion of Fnnnister•s works for the United States Collection of 
Fine Arts ••• • a letter from Neal Peterson, assistant to Vice 
President Humphrey said, this would make a v£iluable find on 
your part and ttiey would be delighted to receive these paint -
ings for a perm&nent part of the collection . " (Prov Sun Jour 
9- 12-65) (~rov FVe Buland J. K. Ott, 1965,''The Barbizon School in 
blo?:i:"idetl()e•) 

lB:30- The Second Free Will Baptist Cburch, l830-l9 had been meetir.i: 
with the A:rican Union ~eeting Fouse and School House Society, 
being known as the Abbys1nia Free B&ptist Church when they l eft 
in 1830. Because of their abhorence to slavery, seven men anJ 
two women withdre1· and in 1835 were aJmitted to the Rhode Is
land Free 'Ifill Bartist Quarterly Conference ml'letin:: which was 
incorporated in 1826 with churches in Burriville, Smithfield, 
and P-.:i•:,tuckot, 
They met in homes and a ball but soon de~ided to have a church 
of their own. Through tbi;ir treasurer, ca to Northup, l.and was 
purchased at the corner of • ond and Ani:le Streets for ~225 . 00 , 
a need m:s recorded in l84l under the name of the Se~ond Free 
"'ill Baptist Chur ch . and a church 30x40 was built and occup i ed . 
In 11342, Hr . Northup m:,rtgaged t .e land for ~422 , 00 to "'1lliam 
Brown, being dee led back to the Secontt Free 1"111 Baptist Ch\ll'ch . 
Later they 1·ente:'I at tr,!l corner of Franklin and Pond Streets , 

~ 
C,e,.J.;o l>\..O.,;( l,,,"'f 
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1830- Second Fre e Will Baptis t Church continued 
next renting a hall over a blacksmith shop on Fenner Stree t ,la 
ter destro yed by fire. They worshiped next in a hall on union 
Street , leavin& when the corner stone was laid at Pond and An
gle streets, September 28 , 1871 with the church dedicated Sept
ember 29, 1872, 
Title to the Steward Street Baptist Church was given to them 
and the old church was sold to the Church of God and the Saints 
of Christ . Having to move for a re - levelt>pcment project, they 
a ccepted the invitation ef the Cranston Street-Roger ~'illiams 
Baptist Church to worship from the late 40 •s until l941•h l4ih 
1965 when the cornerstone was laid by the Prince Hall Grand 
Lodge or Rhode Island, F. and A. i•., with the dedication at 75 
Chester Avenue, Providence, R. I., J!a1·ch 28, 1965. 
In the 70 1s during Rev. Dungee•s pastorate ~1200. 00 was raise~, 
$600 . 00 coming from a dinner for white buisness men in Howard 
Rall. He had been a slave but escaped to canada and after the 
emancipation proclamation returned to Vig1nia where he gained 
an euucation and be came a minister . 
Rev . zachariah Harrison served as pastor for 26 yea r s, from 
1897 ·to 1923, 
From.the mid thirties the church Se€med to have young men to 
serve, some as student supply who late:r became permenent . but 
the church se emed to a stepping stone for other fields, Rev. 
Henderson to cel1forn1a, Rev. McKinney t9 s torer Coll ece then 
to Virginia state University, Rev. Wynn left under the Congre
gational Church to hes.o a school among the C'V1mbu1us in Ga
lanque, Angola, west J\frica miristerinQ; to one of the largest 
congregations in the world,(Prcv Sun Journal 3- 27-41 . ) Rev. 
Samuel Proctor left to Join the faculty or Viriinia Union Uni
versity later having some official position in the Peace Corp. 
In my file on Ne&ro churches in Rhode Island I have been ab l e 
to get t he name of every minister that hes pastored this 
chur ch.from 1830 to 1970. (notes on Negro Churches, Mrs. Car~er 
t er and 1,rs . T1.nsl ey ; William J. :Brown book; Negro churches in 
Rhode Island by Robert Gl ann Scherer, Jr ,; The Free Will Bap
tist ot R. I . and vicinity, Dover, N. R, 1880, p36 , by J.M . 
Brewster; r.arl R. Gross, Y . D., who compiled these notes . ) 

1837• "informent Sister Catherine Chesbrew 
The beginnin£ of the Church was v1hen Rev George Spyward mo
ther wslked out of the Old Che-str.ut street Heltbod1st Church 
on account of s ubscribe treatment of the colored members th en 
the rest of the colard members followed her . they ha:l meetings around 
around to th e1r8o !<We~until the society was formed 1n llinor 
Hal l House where old Gaspee street Church stod, t he hous e was 
nf·Xt to it the ground was given by ~arshall Woods mother for 
a Colored Metho di st Church," 
The abo ve is an exact quote from the "Journal of the cuarter -
1:;i Conference of the Colored J~ethodist Ep Church of t he Zion 
connection formed by Jehiel Bemone. September 2th 1837, " The 
journal containing mlrute s of meetincs fr om September 2, 1837 
to 1859 in my possesion , C.R.Gross, M. D. , 1970. 

V:inter Street A,M.E.Z. Churchcooiltflaaac! 
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1837- A,M,E,Zion Church, Winter Street continued 
~hen Rev. Spyward•s mother and other colored left the Old 
Chestnut street Methodist Church, they met in homes of dif
ferent members until the society was formed in Minor Rll.ll•s 
hBUSe where the old Gaspee St~eet Church st ood ,( boiler room 
on St&te House grounds,) 
It was a di rect branch cf the:A.H.E,church which withdre w 
rrom the Met hodist Episcopal Church, South in 1776. By 1840 
it had for ty members and more than doubled its membership by 
1642. 
"I hereby agree to remove the dwelling house beloning to me 
now standing on a portion of the lot No 26 on Gaspee Street 
conveyed by myself and Mrs. Woods to the African Methodist 
Epis copal Church, from the said l ot, wi th in six? months from 
this da te and if it is not so removed, t he ti:ne named in my 
Deed to them, for the re mllval of this house from lot f'o 25, 
shall be proportiona lly enlarg6d , 

Provideance Oct 7, 1850-- Marsha ll v:oods " 
In 1888, Rev. Adderson with truetses Andrew Burgess, Isiah 
R.ason and other& were authorized to purcha se a lot on 11·1n
ter stree t where a larae brick church was started an,l finish
ed in 1894 under Rey, Coffee . 
The building had a bell tower, large church area with a bal
coi;y on three s1'.les, pulpit, choir stall, organ, stained 
c lass windows, two of which were given by Geor ce Henry on 
the upper half level. The lower half level c-cntained the Sun
day school roo~ and utilities . 
At one time it had a member·ship of over 500 with aunday 
school of 400, a lyceum w1 th a large attendance , with a ques
tio n and answer period following on various subijects. 
The property was conJemned by the Prov i dence Re-developmen t 
authority in the l960•s l ater joining with t he A,M.E.Zion 
church on Wadsworth street to build a new modernistic str uc
ture there as the Hood Memorial A. M. E. z., with Rev. F..ardce 
pastor. 
The followina s erv ed as pastors :-
1837 Jehie l Bemone 1888- Rev. Anderson Rev. 
1838 Wm.se rr inaton 1894 Rev. Coffee Rev. 
l83 S Nat.than Blunt Rev. Weller Rev. 
1840 Leven Smith l9l8 Capt T,A42oliohcftev. 

41 " Rev. Terpen Rev. 
42 Rev. Coles Rev. 

· 43 Rev. Buster Rev. 
1844-49 D. Vandevere Rev. Vlashilli:ton 
1849-57 Joseph Hicks Rev, Mc-Cullum 
1857-61 Peter Ross Rev. Holland 
1861- 63 Joseph Hicks · Rev. Crooke 
1888- Rev. Biddle 
After 1894 they are not in consecutive order 

Alleyne 
carroll 
Morgan 
Morri s 
B. Johnson 
Green 
A. Hodge 

'1-{o,x'*'qe.. 

r,otes on Ne1:ro Churches by Mrs. carter and Mrs. Tinsley 1835 
Negro Churches before 1860, R. G. Scherer, Jr . Jan . 1966 
not es from other sourc es by earl R. Gross , M. D. 
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1839- Chr is t Chur ch, (Episcopal) m,s organized in 1839 afte r meet 
ings and worship were held in a school house on l"ashington 
Street, Pro v idence, R. I . , incorporating in 1842 in a wooden 
build 1ng, ( 38x52 . 
s. G. Degras s e ser ·V€·d ~s re c tor 1.n 1840 followed by a l ay 
reader, the famous Alexander Crummell from 1840 to 1844 . 
Hr . Crll!llmell was a learned man later receiving a BS degree 
from Queen ' s Colle~e, Cambridge, becace a missionary to 
Afri ca , returning to Ameri ca to teach ln ···ashington, D . c., 
where he founded the American !1egro Academy . 
The membersh i p dwindled after Crummell left, the church de 
solved , 

Ale:x11uder Crummell, B 1818 D .. 1898 Souls of Black Fol.f, 196 1 
Robert Glen Scherer, Jr . , "Negro Churches in Rhode Island 
Before 1860 , " Rhode Island History,. vol 25, No I, Jan . 1966 

1840- ?Jalo1. A . van Horne was born in Prin ce t on, N. J . , 1940, a Re
pubi l ican, a minister and teacher . He was a member of t he 
first class to i;raduate from Lincoln university in Oxford , 
pa , 
He came to Newport October l , 1868, short l y after was ca lled 
as tbe pastor of the Union Congregationa l Church there until 
he reslgned i n 1897 to accept an appointment by President 
McKinley as U, s . Consul to St . Thomas, D'''I , He resigned from 
the diplomati c service in 1908, taking up reli&ious work i n 
the r:ovar1an Church in Antigua where he died April 24, 1910 , 
ne was a member of the New, ort school committee from 1873 to 
1892, twelve years of which he was chairman of the c ommittee 
on text books also on the committee to examine ap~licants 
for the Rhode Is l and State Normal Schoo l. He was e chapla i n 
in the Rhode Is land Sto te Mili tie. . 
F.e was the firsieNg63.g to serve in the Rhode Island General 
Assembly, l~o- - 87, 
His pastorate of the Union Congrega t1onal Church in Newport 
marked the golden era of its existence after a crisis v1hen 
he first came . , 
}.q,roes on the 1,,l.Bnd of Rhode Islund by Charles A. Batt l e 
Fhode Island Itlw Library, Providence , R. I , . 

1840 - Brown chapel was formed by some negro membe21s of the Indian 
Church in Newport from South Kingston at Curtis Corners in 
south Kingston ln 1840, building a church there the same 
year . In 1842, the wme, First Colo r ed P.eptist Church was 
adopted although not strickly Baptists . Ministers of mant 
denominations preached there and some of the members held 
prayers at l\looresfield whE:re tlr . Daniel Rodman furnished 
the land and helped build the church . 

rre~ro Churches in Rhode Island before 1860, by Rob'srt a . 
Scherer, Jr . , Rhooe Isle nd History, J>:!'luary 1966 pp23-24 . 

Joseph ~eac e Hazard, "The Colored Bap:l:ist Church at Moores 
fie l d" The l\tirragansett Hi storica l Registlti r , vol II 1883 . 



,5' 
1 age 15 

1840- Concdon street Baptist Church was orinally organized December 
8, 1840 as the Meeting Street Bsptist Church by Rev. Je re miah 
Asher, a Licentiate from Hartf ord, Conn. 
It had been meetin g with gth er denominations in the African 
Union Meeti ng House but after the other denominations had lost 
their ecumenical spirit by l eavina;, the calvinist Baptist were 
left in physica l charae of the property, with nine members, 7 
males and 2 females. Rev. Asher was orda ined during the organi
zation and served f or eight years. 
In 1863 nearly halt of the male ~embers jo i ned the 14th R. I . 
Heavy rtillary going to serve the country and Jue to such a 
male loss, the church was unable to hire a minister for the 
next three years. 
The church rema ine1 at the Meeting Street location, increasin.: 
its membership until 1869. The church had been erected almost 
ir. tt:e back: yard or the Hale property at Meeting and Congdon 
Streets who orly hod a ten foot acces c on rieetinc Street . Mr. 
Hale approached the officers and members with an offer to ex
change his lot at Congdon and Angell Court for theirs, als& 
give the church ~1000.00. The idea Jtd not set with some or 
the members but the majori t y prevai led and in 1870 the pro
perty was leg a lly changed to be the Congdon Street 'Baptist 
Church . "'hile these ne1;:otliations were goin& on some nearby 
whites complained to the City Council, had the building con
demned, torn~4 down after a Sunday servi ce and by the next 
Sunday they had no place to worship . 
Tt;ey hel 'I services in private homes until t hey secured the 
services of a contracto r , a new edifice was begun, the Ves
try c.ompleted and d,::,dicat ed .3pij:l 21, 1874, the church com
plet ed in JUl y of 1875 at a cost or about #16,ooo.oo. 
In 1874, the Nel'I En~land Baptist ?!1ssiona ry Covention ,vas 
organized in the vestry of this church . 
During the pastorate of Rev. Joseph o. Johnson, 1891-1896, 
the church debt was cleared and the mortgage burned, he 
olse increasi,d the membership to 330. 
Around forty member s left to meet in Sla t er •s Hall on ''ey
bosset Street and in 1884, Ebenezer Baptist Church was or
ganized, a bui l dina; erected and incorporated in 1888 on 
A Street, 
In l90I over l OO members again left and formed the Olney 
Street Baptis t Ch~rch under Rev. J . H. Presley who had been 
locke d out of Congdon s ~reet Baptist Church . 
Misce :- Members v:ere baptised in the FroVid ence River; the 
pastors were paid $300 .00 per annum, one halt by t he St~te 
Convention ; Rev. Chauncey 1'9onard who served from 1853 to 
1855 was the first Negro chaplain appoin~ed by President 
Lincoln during the Civil ":er; I'.r . &!ward f, . Peters ovEr 40 
years a Deacon , 28 years church Clerk, 38\years Sunday 
School Superintsndent; ~rs . Lena L. Gross ~ssistan t under 
·:r . Pet l!BS; urs . Freelove Peters, Kindergarj_en Superinten 
dent ~ith its little red chairs; From this c~urch came a 
past President of the Rhode Island :Baptist Sunday School 
Convention, Dr. Andrew L. Jackson, Sr . , who also served as 
tr,e church •s Sunday School Superintendent for many yez:a. 
·•:1111am J. Brown boc,k , 
Not es on Negro Churches by Mrs. U.T.Cal'lter ,Jlrll . Beverly 
-if/JA/J-llr'ar9s

3
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1 

c, o Congdon St reet Churcu, Rev. L.L. John-son, 1965 
\ 
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1841- "I , Micb ael nTi llinchast of Providence in the County of Provi-
dence and state of Rhode Island, man of col our, mindful of my 
mor ta li ty , do make my last "'i ll and Testament in !llhenfDlfo1:1,ng 
Jlontec . • .•. . .. ~the net of said rents, i ncomes,issues and pro~its , or 
fits or so much of them as sa id Truste es shall think expedient 
they shall from time to time apr ly to the relief of such poor 
and ']estitute colore .J peopl e resi linc in Providence •• •• •• •• • • 
Michae l Tillinghast 17 ?-1841 \'Vas the ~second of Rhode Island 
Negro pb•lanthropists who l eft an estate in trust to benefit 
the "poor and destitute colored people of Providence . 
The property was located at 25-27 Beacon Avenue and Pine 
Street~, Providence, R. I. (The copy of the will says Pine 
and Pl ane streets whicl, was later chenged to Beacon A11enue.) 
Five Truetees were named and according to the will hereof 
elect to fill vacancies. I was at one time one of the Trus-
tees and in the late fifties five ladies, members of the 
Jl.liio r Service League of Providen ce were named the present 
Trustees , (1970). They asked the Superior Court permission 
to se l l the property and use the pro ceeds to invest , using 
the i nterest for continued cllar4table purposes to the poor . 
(Copy of his will encl ) Eve Bul 7-23-57 

1845- Mt. Zion A.M.E. Church, Newport, R. I. 1845- 19? The socie ty 
was organized by Rev. Henry A. Johnson, a cting presiding 
Elder i n 1845 and was incorporated in 1849. It starte d in 
a carpender shop, moved to Gran Lane, Johnson Court then to 
Bell evue Avenue adjoining the Jewis h Cementary. 
There i s a movement on foo t (1969) to make this chur ch a 
nationa l shri ne or a Bl ack Museum. Being near the Viking 
Hotel, it has been used as the headquarters for the Int er 
national cup Race.f,14~):M.~.,i...,_- sea file on Negro Churches 

S k•~ pt.-.:s +- J,<-"'-fv "l.,_f:.,. e_,,.,.._.x<-~ EJJ.1,-1£"-74 
1849- In John Mowatt •s home on Division Street, Newport, R. I., 

the first meetings were held in 1849 to organize a colored 
Masonic Lod&e. He was a grocer and substantial citizen . CAB 

1854- osceola Cook, 1854-1899. Inventor, barber, politi&ton was 
born in New Bedford, l(ass ., about 45 years before his death 
March 14 , 1899 in Providence, R. I . 
He was a colorful figue, weighi!ll 449 l bs , a man who did 
not know his strebgh, an artist with a bull whip . It is 
said, he once whipped a white news man who had said some
thing dero gatory about him, was arrested but the case was 
dr opped, politically as he was high in Republ ican politics . 
Cook bought out a barber shop in the Narragansett Hotel also 
had a boot-black stand where the Old Bristo l Hotel on Market 
Square stood about 1885. The cur ved habdle to fit the hand 
was his improvement which he sold his half te Brown & Sharp 
fo r $800 . 00, the other half belonged to the mechani c who ma
chi ned it , their bein& other inventions, a shampooin& machine . 
He kept in his room a set of chest weights also Indian clubs 
with which he exercised dai ly to try to keep his wieght down. 
on account of his weight, a special casket was bui l t which 
was so large it was car r ied to the cementary on a dray . 

Eve Bul 3-1 5-99 
A-vw'1 ;:=;_wi,,_,:,, ?"'-el-<-e '-~ 1] , , ·,. n. ?r,J 

.!,),,_,,;Jc,~~ ~.....,7__.,L..))~1h''/
~ /4,; :,;;t..,__, .Y~~ 
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1855- Start of the lon& fight to desegfegate the public schools in 
Rhode Island, led especially by Genree T. Downing of Newport 
and others, because his children were refused adm4ssion in 
the Newport schools. RJD & CAB 

1859- Josephine Silone Yates was born in Mattitu ck, LOil& Island, N. 
Y., November 17, 1859 and was bro~ht to Newport in her early 
youth. She attended the public schools there, grdduatins at 
the head of her class from Rogers High and received a medal 
for scholarship. alltot~eaf!rt,te»l6nel81trl to graduate from 
there. Two years later in 1879, she was the first colored 
girl to graduate from the Rhode Island Normal School in Provi
dence, R. I.(?CRO) 
She went to the central West, teachill& at Li ncoln Institute, 
Jefferson City, Uo., in 1881 up to 1889 when she married Fr8-
ssor w. •11• Yates of K/insas City. 
She is noted as an educator, writer, club organizer and is an 
Honorary President of the National Assocliation of Colored wo
men also Professor of Enl:lish and Histor y at Lincoln Institute. 
She died September 3, l9l2. (CAB, The Colored American Maga
zine, 1905-1907 CRO) 

1860- Jimmy Buffum, 100 yeras of age was the 1-st slave to die in 
Rhode Island at Jamestown. JEC Eve Bul 2-l-35 

1860- Mount Zion African Yethod1st Episcopal Church, erected in 1860 
the first colored church on the west side of Providence at a 
cost of about $3500 .00, its first pastor, Rev. George H. Wash
ington. Chartered in 1872 by an act of the General Assembly 
of Rhode Island: •Section l: Howard IDwards, .nimes Lecount, 
Thomas Ro&ers and Samuel .r.ickson are hereby created a body, 
corporate, with perpetual succession by the name of the Mount 
Zion Methodist Episcopal Church in Providence, R. I., for the 
~urpose of establishine and supportine the public worship of 
Almi,;h ty God". ''."adsworth Street AMEZ meri.ed with "'inter 
Street AMF..Z church which fell to the Providence Redevelopement, 
adding to their former 12nd area, buildini a new modern church 
under the name of the Hood Memorial AMEZ Church with Rev. Ar
thur L. Hardge, formerly poster of the Winter Street Al!EZ :is 
the pastor of the mereed bodies. CRG Church file 

1868- An order issued by Governor Sprasue, August 4, 1862, called 
for the enlistina ot a sixth rei1ment to "consist entirely of 
colored persons. on the question of whethe r they were to be 
employed on equal terms arose and the movement was temporally 
suspended. This V1as to have been the Sixth rei1ment of Rhode 
Island Volunteers. 

1863- The Fourteenth Regiment of Rhode Island Volunteers, 1800 men 
strona, enlistments beian Au_:ust of 1863 with the first company 
mustered in at camp Fremont ,(Dexter Trainill& Ground) under cap-
1.Qin Nelson Viall and by September, four compQnies were trans
ferred to camp Bai ley, Dutch Island, R. I. (By Biwin ~ . stone 
of the lst R.I.L.A. Geor&e H. Whitney, publisher, Providence,64) 

, . t,d1-1A'1tov(..-it,N1,~ 0 l,a.-v.,,:> <---<>..,_.:. ""7 h--.,i.c.\'h, VVC.,\7c.- h, .. ...,s~~ 

..:,..__ :p~ /;-o-'I!\!.~,; ev- A~e.,_, Y~~.,._:....,1 l,n,,.,.......,.,.,,:L 
Iv,..~~- ~·~-~ 
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l863- l4th Reg R. I. Vol continued 

l864-

outside of ab~ut 75 men that were dr att ed, therrest were volun
teers and duet• Colonel Viall, the su ccess of the experilllant 
or preparing tor service the first color ed regiment sent from 
Rhode Is l and s in ce l776. is given credit. (By F.dwin w. Stone 
of tbe lst R.I.LU. Prov 1864 George H. Whitney publi sher .) 
P. s. The title of Mr. Stone•s book is Rhede Island Regiments. 
·rhe c ommis).1med offi cers were white, non-cooimis.ioned were Ne
ere es. 

The Shiloh Baptis t Church, Newport, R. I. , was organized Jlay 
lO, 1864 at the residence of :Yrs. Esther Brinley, 73 Levin 
street with fourteen original members. They held meetings in 
the se venth Day B:aptist Church which they hired stt.nce the mem
bership ' increased with a native African, the Rev. w. J. Bar
nett as their first pastor . Others were Theod0re Valentine , 
George IJamlin , Ananias Brown, Henry N. Jeter, N. J. J!!arriott , 
w. J . Preston, J . R. c. Pinn, l!ielit. Dr. L1v'insston and others . 
rn 1868 the church be~ht its present home from the Trinity 
Church Corporation for $2000. 00. 
some of its finest work was under Pev. Henry N. Jeter who was 
caliea in 1875 and served for over forty years, the longest 
pastorate of any Negro in RhGde Island . 
In 1878, he married Miss 1'homasinia lbmilt0n of Brooklyn, N. 
Y. Her father, Thomas Hamilton was the editor of the Anglo• 
African , one of the earliest Negro newspaper in this cour.try . 
The children were exceptional musicians, having been received 
at the White House by President McK1nl8y in 1897 . They travel
ed throughout New EnglJ:nd as the Jeter Family of Musicians . 
(Notes of Negro Churches by l\ll's, carter and Mrs. Tinsley of 
the Negr~ gl'l:mp of the Tercentenary Committee, Prov. Chroni,.le) 
!le~. During Rev. Jeter•s timo he established the Shiloh B1P
tist Mission on the Isl.and of JUmestown, R. I . , in 1889. 

1866- The fight to end segregation in the pubiie school in Rhode Is-
land was in 1866. GTD 

1869- Wohn c. J.!inkins, 1869-1959, the only Necro editor of a white 
newspaper in the United States, was editor or the Providence 
r:ews (white from 1905 to most "or"19!r,cHis claim). 
Mr. l! .. 11 ns was orn n or o , a., nuary 29, 1869 nr.d 
died here October 30, 1959 at the Ri,ger Williams Hespital . 
He married Rosa J. Jessup in 1894, fathered eight children. 
five of whom survive, all girls, four of the five surviving 
a:raduated .from Pembroke College 1n Brown Ul'l1vers1ty . 
He was in the first cl.ass to graduate from the Norfolk Mis
sion Colle ce in 1888. He wrote a daily column, "Amon& OUR 
COUimifO P!OJIIA!l" in the wl'd,te Evening Teleilram. 
In 1891 he came to Providence te manage the Nevi England Ttlrch
lii;ht, Joseph 'i'I. Henderson, publisher , a Negro from Texas, Re
publican inspired, where he remained precariously three months. 
The Providence News-1'7es e:;tablished as n tlepublican organ so 
he sought an openin&, being paid"a penny n line", received 80 
cents the first week . 
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1869- John C. Minkins continued 
While with the Telegram, he handled the f amous "Lizzie Bor den" 
trial and in the course of his newspaper experie nce, haa!i4d 
copy fo r the Hearst papers for 20 years, wrote a Providence 
Sunday letter f or the Boston Globe for 45 years . 
In his early days here he l eaned toward toe Republicans but 
later went over to the Democrats • . 
Join in g the I.O.B.P . ElkS of the ''iorld, he v1as ma,ie Grand Lodge 
Reporter which he he ld for 15 ye ars. At the convention in Mon
treal i n 1955, he was endorsed for ' the honor of Past Grand EX
olted Ruler. CRG-His persona l typed autobiography-t'Ve Dul 10-
31-59) 

1869?- Madame Sissieretta Joynor Jones, the "Bl a ck Pett i " was born in 
• Portsmouth, Va., about 1868-69 on January 5t h , the daui.hter of 

the Rev. Jeremiah M. and Henr i etta B. Joyner . He vras pns tor 
of an Afrilcan Methodist church there and the daugh t er was about 
eight years ef age he received a ca ll to a church in Providence . 
While a ' mere child, Madame Jones had e remarkable voice , s oon 
attractinc the attention of the musi cal people who encouraged 
her financially, when 15 stuaied under M. Mauros and :Baroness 
LScombe here , at 18 going to the New Engl and Conservatory of 
Music in :Boston, Hass . , lat-=r to New York \7here she studied un 
der Madame Louise Cflppian1, the ~reat voice teacher. 
Aft er singinc at t he sans Souci Garden in Providence she re 
ceived a ca l l to come to Ne~, York for Abbey ,Schoeffel and Grau 
with such s uccess at \~allack •s Theater that she was immediate
ly hirei for a tour of South America , no colored artist had 
ever appeared at Wallack •s before . 
She made her Ruropean debu t in Berlin, Germany followed by an 
appearance before the King tJf Engl and aroun i' 1888. C0ming back 
to Ameri ca she sang before th~ee presidents, Harrison, McKin~ 
ley and Roese velt. 
ua j3r J . :B. Pond became her manager, he also managed Revere nt 
T. ;)e\!'litt Tnlma,11:e, Cla re Louise Kel.lo:;;, A~ark 'l'v'ain, Honry '"ard 
Beecher and others . 
Once she remarked, •I woke up famous at the C-ardc'n and d1dn •t 
kn~w it" , singini before 75000 people in one week . Her accOOl
painist was Mrs. Alb erta V!ilson, a finished colered pianist 
also under Major Pond . 
Madame Jones has the distinction of having appeared 1ln.fm1Jee 
col!l.Secutive prefor ,,ances than any other livina; s1na;er. 
The New York Clipper eave her the name, the Black Patti and 
said, "she sings like pa tti wl thout the slightest effort" . 
scores of , 1:rte were showered upon her, the richest of all a 
tiarr a of solid geld with three diamonds projecting ; from 
the Governor-General of Demerara; the costli$s.t:I'bij! the cit
izens of st . Thomas , a latie solitaire diamond in the center 
of a bar set with emeralds, thelargest a gold medal from tho 
Presiden t Hyppolyte of Haiti, these and many ethers . 
Her mother became ill so she came home to care for her until 
she passed. She made one appearance at the Grand Theater in 
Chicago, then retirin& to her home at 7 V!heaton Street . 
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1869? Madame Sissieretta J1,1ynor Jones c:intillnuad 
She was a very pr•\¥1 wemnn, sellirig her jewelry to live on ex
cept three 60ld medals out of the seventeen she wore across 
her besum in concert, selling r,ff her property except the home 
at ~11ea tt ')n Street, , 
She tried tak1n" 1n state children as a foster-mother until 
her health col!lllletcced to fail . She went on relief, that not be
ing enough so throuch the kindness cf a friend 11ho had id>ued 
with her .mother, for two yer-rs paid the taxes, water bill , coal 
and VIGOd bill, 
She died peneyless in the Rhode Island Hospital, Providence ,., 
in JUly of 19&~ and no doubt this same friend saw thet she was 
not buried in a pauper •s i:ra ve where they bury the indigent . 
l!y buddy, John L . Davis, Jr., also roamed with llrs . Joiner so 
I w~s in anJ out of that house quite frequently and saw l!adame 
Jones when she came home summers . 
This same friend when she had passed, three gold medals, two 

scrapbooks, one c:mta1ning press releases of her tours, photo 
:r ophs e tc knowing ef my interest in Ne.:ro history in Rhode 
Isl and so for my files I ,1rote a short history ::if Madame Jones 
anJ 1hen Radcliffe Coll ege sent tor r trurl)1!m&tllloilt0pl.ace her in 

their dictchonary i;,f Americnn emen, I sent them a ce py vih;l.ch 
was sent t0 J,'ir. LitllthiUllill.G&llr, he.ad of the referen ce section , 
Library 01' Concress , whe was te write the article on her . 
For posterity I sen t the medals, photosrephs, scrap bo oks to 
the Jesse E . l.!oorland Coll ec tion, Howard University, 'l'ashinc 
ton, D. c. Ru ..lclif fe s ugi;:es ted the Schless n1llucollection or 
the V.oorl.cnd one . (Prov sun Jour 7-16- 33 Short History by 
CRG, 1966.)( Afro.American, Providen ce Chronicle) 

187? - In tho early 70'S , Dr . Andrew Jackson was the first r er,is tered 
dentist to practi~e in Providence wit h his office ar ound Publi c 
and Elmwood ,ve nue . My .f'ath!;lr went wi th his cousin, Caroli ne 
Prout Brown to have her tooth pulled . Re"istered R.I Cl67? CRO 

1872- Goerge Henry, 1816-1900 v,as the first Negro to serve on a jury 
in Rhode Island in 1872 . see m8i6r l8(Short biograph1 "~~ AH) 

1872-if .'111111:im Arran Heathman, Esq., 1872-1968 Attorney st Jftw, and 
Master in Chancery , a dmitted to the R. I . B:11', May 20, 1898 . 
Mr, Heatbmen was born in E:ist Providence, R. I ., Sept mber 14, 
1872 anJ d.leJ February 9, 1968 in Pr-ovidence, R. I . 
He attended the public schools of Previdence, was the firs t 
native Rhode Islander to enter Brown university vihich he left 
ilhile ill his sophomore year to enter !loston university schoo l 
of I,;w from which he graduated . 
He contracted t• stud1 preparatory for the bar examination in 
L!myer Mo!ll'ee •s of!'ice, three montho l a ter Mr . Monrc'9 died se 
Ill' . Heathman as ked a white laVlyer whose office a1,1oined if he 
would leave his door Tlhioh separ a ted the of .rices open when he 
was not busy , and .in this wuy he completed his six months pre 
requisite . 

* rv.1 ti ve born continuea 
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1873- W1ll18JJI H. Hi cgin s, M, D .. was born in Mari on, North carelina, 
December l4, 1873 and died in Pre videnc e, lltly 23 , 1938. He was 
a aradw te of L:Utin1ston Colleie at Balisbury , North Carolina, 
later he became a Truatee. A gradmte et Le~nard Medical Celle 
l e,e of Medic ine in 1902 , took a post gr adwte eourse at Lone 
Is'l.and College ef Vedicine , cominc t~ Providence where he r e
istered June l, 1903 for the practice of medicine . 
Member and Chairman er t he Board of Trus te es •f l''inter Str eet 
A.M. E,Zi •n Church; member of the Providen ce Medical &••ulf'~ion 
the Rhede Island Medical society, the What Cheer Medical Sooie
ty, ( state Neer•), member and Past President of the Natienal 
Medical Asssciation, (11'.ational Neer• ) , was appointed a member 
and became cha1l'man o£ the Rhcde Island State Board of Pooiatry 
in l936, He was married and is survived by a daughter, Mrs, 
Prudence c. A, Irvine , CRG 

l874- John Henry Ballou was the f1.1'st Negre lawyer to be admitted to 
the Rhode Isl and Bar, fJUne 3, 1874 end to practice here . CRG 

1877- The Second A,ll,E , Church, (Allen Chapel) was situated on A Stl'eet 
Providence, B, I , It was a mission or branch ef Eethel A,M.E. 
Churh on Meet1n& street. It was compl et ed aroum! 1877 and was 
int ended to serve members of the Bethe l A.M, E, faith on the 
west side of Providence. It surcombed to re-d6velopment , CBG 

1877- Jeseph1ne (Silone) lates of Nevpert nas the first ~ro girl 
toera Juate from Regers H1ih there with honors and years 
later was I ossible the first gir l tc, ,;raj~te from the old 
Rhode Island state Normal Schod . CAB 

l877- Inman L. Page, AB Brown 77; J4A B:rewn 80; 1918 LLD; superinten
dent of the col ored schools in Oklahoma City . He with the next 
named were possibly the firs t Negro gradwtes from !lrO\"ln univer-
sity in Providence, R. I . Brown Directory p 46 CRG 

1877- Georie washinaton Uilf"rd, BA Brt>Wh 77; LLB Howard Univ Sch J.?.w, 
l90l, ( I roomed at his house in the 500 block on Florida Ave
nue, Washinaton, D, c., when I was attend inc medical school, al-
so one of th e first . Brown Direct.ry p CRG 
(While reseachins the tw1& abeve &t the John Ha) Library ibvas 
eu*ll.arbmatl., being shewn a pictl.l.'e, &nether man but I knew no
thing about hilil at the time . ORO 

1884- Ebenezer Bopt1st Church was organ iz ed in Slater •s Hnll ~n wey
bosset Street, Provide nce in 1884 by some membera who had left 
the Cenedon street llaptist Church and a bui l ding was ere ct ed 
and incorporated n A Street, in 1888, mortgace pait in 1889. 
tnder the pasto rate of Rev. J , Isaiah Goodman they moved tG a 
new church c,n Dodce Street 1'1here in 1946 the church suffered a 
fire, under Rev. Goed~an it was decided to rebuild and re-entry 
cerencnies were h~l d in 1947 , 
Rev. Jesse L. Connors, 1949-1964 had a very su ccessful pastorate 
addi t1onal l and was acquired and the mntgage of $38,000 was 
burned. 

continued 
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1884- Ebenezer Baptist Church continued 
The cransten st re et- R111cer Willi ams Baptis t Church (white) faced 
with decli ning membership offered Ebenezer their 800 seat gran 
it e chur ch and pardsh heuse in January 1969 fer $10000 effect ive 
in June, This was accEpted and the church moved t~ larser quar-
ters with creater petent 1al. UC CRG 

1885- Rev. iaalon A, van Herne, elected a member ef the Rhede Island 
.Ledslature in 1885 and served for three terms'";-the first Me;re 
to be so henereo::-
Ele ct ed a member of the ~:rrrort sc hgol commit tee in 1873, ser 
Villi until~ aur!iii S per'fiiawas cha1r,nan ef several im-

b:~:n;n~c:~!t;!~! 'o;; ~r0
ige~e~o~h:x,;~r~!if~~ ?ortth~ 

'Sla"te Normal Sch'31ol-.- - -- -
Heiiis ciiIT7iia as the pastor sf the Union Cona;recatienal Church 

in Newport, September l, 1868, made permenent in January , 1869, 
resicned in 1897 ~hen appolntPd by Presiden t McKinl ey as U. s . 
11tnitte:ll9 St . Thomas, O. w. I . CAil 

1885- Benjamin J . Burton, 1826-1885, He was the first Negro .!!!..2!.n 
~ eperate ! ~ on Broadway 1n Newport . R.I. CAB 

1888-*The compiler, earl R. Gross gf ·these ne:lles was born on south 
Main street , Providence, R,' :t,, near Hopkins Street, July 24 , 
1988. , , see his autobiot rap hy CRG 

1888- *John J , Burch , the first native born regro t@ reliister and 
, pra ctice dentistry !i'i"'"Provlclence-;--lr. • CRC 

1888- Catherine Telliver, R. N., the first Negro to recister 1n 
ProvUence, R. I., in nursin& , Sne wss a .;raauate of t.e Ne, 
England Wemens and Childrens Schoel ef Mursing, Boston, !,:ass. 

CRG 

l890- Doily Tolliver, R. N. , sister of the above and a graduate of 
same scho~l. CRG 

1890-*~ncy Eliza betb Prophet-* l890 -l 960, senu lptress v:as born 1n 
Artie, Center, Rhooe Island 1n 1890 . 
Elementary educatiGn here , graduate •f the Rhode Island s ch 
of Design l 9l3- l9l8, 
She went t• Ne11 York where she found ne 11ppo1·tunity then te 
France where she was admitted withou t any question to the 
Beaux Arts, the a;reutest art school in the world , After s~me 
exhib itions there she come to America exhibiting, r.ot as a 
collr ed artist but as an artist. , 
She was given the Greenough Grand Priz e for true scu l pture. 
Like so m&ny af eur fam~us Negre artists, she died penniless 
December 14, 1960, her body lyinc in the state mergue ~~iting 
for some one to claim it . 
Through the generosity •fan anomymous friend she was buried 
eutside ef •potter's Fie ld " CRG 



l689- 'lh1lob Pa, tiet Mission, Jamcsto, n, F . I ., vms a mHU:en branch 

f 
,1 ot the Shilo~ Doptist Church ~f r.e ,por t see ~bchn tUarch es 

/ fu~'if 7'),,C<ftVv<,,f ,c,l,,i,£,/,,<-e}u_,, ;:>) /ofvr,f" /["<jd ~ I 9,<;e6iLlo u ..,.,._,1.,,,.,..-.,,64-, 

l893- The tlhi•n' Baptist Church, Pajtucket , Fhede Island was arcani
lled 1n 1893, wershipinc in a church on Scheol Street which was 
pt1rchased frvm '& white «rolip . 
Due te re-development they held services at 87 Elm street,Paw-
tucket, R. I. SBG see church tile 

lBSi- The rrovidcoce St1nday J'&urnGl had r,n ai:ticle, Septel\,ber 8, 
1912 sa; ir,a a Dr . !~cQuade was the f ~ Nnre obr 1cian here 
and that he did not pass the medicaI prac ce sc e.aamlnatien, 
t.e lllld been pr!lctiv1ng , 
Peter L. u~ore, a Hel:'&rd Kc-diosl s olH)Gl sradui, te er l893 w&e 
licensed in 1893. i;a hud an 11i'i'ice on Cushinlil st reet near Tha-
yer tor stu,rt t1me than he lef't, see meJicsl file C8G 

J.8>15• · t . Olivet I\8i;:-t1st Cllurch, r,ellport, 'A. I ., wae o:r1,1a1:11zed at a 
moetin& held at the bf)fl]e ot Oeacon A. J', 'l.abt by e group from 
the Shiloh :OOptist Ch\lrcb :loo to Jifferoncee, 
l.897 they purcnascd the pr1asf,nt cl.11t'ch from i;he Cottrell fami-
ly i,n(j have ma<'Je n,any imprev1,ment1. SOC see ollurch file 

I f1l, CK u,, 0 "'X O F' 1 ,;-13 - /?:9;., .;S-,:,··"-<L c.,,,.,,_,VL\ vc,c ~a,,"'( 
1896- The msttlry er The r,01•tbe1:1stern I'ederetie>n. 

"A cal.l wvs sent out by 11,"rs. ?t'i:;ry !' . Dickerson of Newport, R . 
I ., in 1896 tor a meetil11 to organize e sectiJnsl .r~up , ac 
ooi-:li ng to in:irtructlons rrom elm N!IHn~':htfoncl 01·r~n1zat1on 
which met prev1 ~~ly in Boston , ;•mis ., ir• 1895 . " 
The mof't.ing was held at the ~siJence of '.rs . J:isq,hine st . "ierre 
Pierre Ru!'fin, 10-", Charles Street, Boston , ss. , on JUne ?>, 

1896. 
The cutgrouth w s the r rmat1gn of the Heivr .~nglend 'FIJ e1· tion 
;,f ·~omen •s Clubs, wn1ch ·ooeu11,e aft,·r entend1n& 1 ts bol'ders to 
becoc.,e the "11rtheastern "'edcra tittn gf 1•-omen •s "'lubs, !'rs . 
ire.ry a. DickcrsGn, its first presiJent . ( souvenor rroiram 
j'bjrty .~econd Ar.nuel Convention, lfount Zion t,IIE Chu:roh, New
port, R. I. P.ev::r ite by CRG ) 
" A '!o'Te1:ch stone cottage at ,o Corne Street, Ne,,port, l'i. I ., 
v.os oi'i'cred os a rnem'1rial 1.1,rl shrine t r docunt·nt~ an l histo 
ries of the rre,1:ro r.ice, .:. t the 31st annual ot,nvention of the 
Nor then stern Jl'edera tion 0£ · om.in I s Clubs, in Wash1n~ton , D. C. 
The off~r was made by Mrs. Lelllsa ,l. Faye1•l'feutber, to pe1•pet
uate the weme1•y of bar husbnnd, Oeor"e Fl. Fayerweather l r 
many ye&rs the Fayen.f'.atilcr howe. { 2:~r J ConventiCJn-Ne,.p"rt , ) 

189'7- Reiv. 112-1011 A, van Horne, pastor .if the Union Cen.:1•tii.:ationlll 
Cburch r;;:t' NeT,port, 1-eaignlcld te oooept an a ., ir.tment by Pre
sld~nt, cKinley us United r,totes i1nistGr to St . Thomas,- D. 
v • • I . , nov1 tna V1rg1n Ie.lcni.1s . -
t.ll the coal w,,s bou~ht up for .Jur us&, keepine it out er 
the hands et the Spaniard11 duronc the Spanish-l!mt-ri~an 'ar, 
in l.898, na sorvei.1 until 1508 . CAB 



l 897- Rev. Mal on A. van Herne, pashr of the U1nien Congreia t iona l 
Church in Newport, R. I . , res1i: ned when ap o1nted by President 
McKinley as United Staten Censul, st . Thomas, Danisb ·•·est In -
die s. Encl CAB 

l 8ei - *Reber t Eben Jehnsen, t he first ~pe1kers~e in the Rhede Is 
l and Leaislaj~!. , a p~s itfon ma e n Newpe,rt-;-R-:-f .:-Tri""i§§Ef" 
ancr-he serve tbe f-, l low1ng January, 189?, under Speaker J . 
Edward Stud l ey. Eve Bul 1904 

l 898- William Hercules Matthewa, the fu-st Near• pharmacist to ewn 
and eperate a <irui: store in Rhode Island . He was a 11raduate 
of Howard Uni vars 1 ty School of Pharmacy in 1898, came te New-
pert an d operated a store en Thames Street, CRG 

l 89 Sarah GarJner of Newport worked openinc and closinc the homos 
ef the rich summer people there als0 supplyin;: he l p v1hen need
ed. She was a frugal woman, savin~ her money, had a will made 
leavine; har mG1ney t the Nimport Sospital . 
T.hile visiting a sick frienj there, bein& deaf, she did not 
hear the bell, tellin the eni of visiting hl,irs, just nodded 
when a nurs came 'ind told h r. Ar.other rerson cam!:! later and 
in n9t too complimentary language sppke to her, this she did 
hear. She left, ,met to her lawyer, hli\d another will drawn up, 
leaving her mq,,ney to a society v1hil care i'0r hel' many cats when 
shr passed, $28,000 . 00 . 
ll!r . e1lly, su pertendent of the R. I .S . P. C.A. , en Feuntan Street, 
Providence, R. I . , which started in Newport, R. I . , 4-19-7670 
C":lnf1rmed this story, telling me her money went into the buil -
dinc in Prov11ence, ~hen it was built . CRG 
P . S. A 1,laque han,:s in the build ins en Fen.intain Street, hen1>-
ring her, I hlcl ve seen it . ORO 

1898- ,iThoi:ms R, Lewis, cert RISD 1898-1902 je,1elry desicn, he had & 

jewelry plant at 19 Calender street, Providence, R. I ., at 
times he h6d as many as 60 men and women working tor him , 
with 26 years continious servi ce . 
He designed the Richord Hudnut powder compnct, at times an er
der for one million sets ~f earings for the five and ten cent 
stere chains, orders f'rom the 1'llltham watch Company f r one 
thousand gold wntch cases or an 111rder fgr a qunrter ef a oil 
lion buckles for shees . 
He desi~ned many •f the tools n~w i n use in the jewelry trade. 
He was an henor ;radua t e from the RISD. After all the opulanc 
he enjoyed, Christmas mernin,;, 1911 r~und him wbth ut a job or 
a penny in his pocket, but luck was with him although the jewel 
ry buisness was dull, he sutmitted samples to 1:1 firm in the mor
nin&: and that afterneen a large erder had been placed from t>ne 
9f his sampil!e and he was en the payz-eol s~ain . 
He was one of the prime movers in the What Cherr Tennis Club en 
Wille~t Avenue, Easj Providence, helping to put in twe clay 
c0urts, ma11:J ne improvements inside the clubhouse but like many 
preje e ts started here tho attract! n waned and the property was 
:i.os t. j!;., w Pittsburgh Courier CRG 
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169 At the time Mr. Oeor~e Reilly told me about the story of 
Sarah Gardned, he told me about another incident. His fa-
ther· had two h•rse barns and hired many men. Being a true 
Irishman, he enjoyed th<ll tia;hts in Infantry P.al l, Situth 
Hain Street, Providence . one .fight Sam Lanford, the"Boston 
Tar Baby" had fo1.1&ht and the fraternity afterwards went to 
the "Mahogony Pal.ace'', a place that did net serve Negrees 
but the older ll:r. Reilly took s::.m Lanford there. I.Ir. Reilly 
onve saw a col:ired boy thrown off a wa"on so he stepped and 
asked, what was the re son. The boy said ha had asked fer five 
five cents for a loaf of bread from the man in whese barn 
he had worked. 
The boy whose name was Scett was 'broll§;ht tG 11.r. Reilly's 
barn and given a job and he atso to?k him to the fight, la 
te:r te the !lahegny Palance. 
Upon being introduced t<.> Sam Lanf'(}rd, who, said t11> Scett ,no 
n:l.g"'ers are al10111ed in here, a fight ensued, finally t!r. 
Reilly had to take ScQtt 9ff Lanford. Scott had come up t9 
defend himself in othor fi;:hto around barns in a rou(l;h and 
tu1J1ble way. 
(Ml'. Geor1c:e Reilly, surertenjent ~.f' the RISPCA, new deceas
ed. CRG) 
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1901- The Phyllis \VhootJ.ay Cl ub was founded i n Pr evidenee , R. I ., by 
a ~reup $f Negr e women in l90 l , t 0 honor , Phyll i s 'lheat l ey , a 
natlvr ef Senega l, born abou t 17411 wbe was bro ugh t te Americ a 
a s ii ch .il d in 176 1. 
Her pGems were published in Encland in 1773 and caused qui te a 
se nsothn , Cfimi nt.: from the mouth ctf a black woman. 
Listed as founde rs of the cl ub ar e , l!rs . Joseph '/r 1 ht , J!rs . 
Wil liam He:1thman, J.tt>s , Myers R. Arms tr ong , ll.rs. Andrew J . Bell , 
Sr ., Mrs • • Walt er 7/il liam s and Mrs, El:lith Roy . 
The Club has been noteJ for its philnnthrepic vent ur es, for 69 
years, donating baskets at Thanksgivinc and Christmas, uay bas 
k<Sts wire m11de and ,Jistributed at the Bannister H,rnse,(t'ormer ly 
the Home for Aged Co.lored "'omen. ) 
Other activities were the first cotillion for young bl a ck women, 
.i.n 1955 , a tw11 week campership to the Joh;, Hspe '"'ettlem12nt nouse . 
The .f'ounders have passed but youni:er ones have jciined and aro 
carrying etil l. Frov Jeur l-4 - 70 CRG 

l 90l - Ol ney Street Blptist Church, l \?Ol- was incorporated, Decem-
ber 18, 1901 v•ith the followins as incorporators :- Mark Morris , 
!Jelson li1or{len, Armstead Lewis, Benjamin J . Mabray , John P . Wel
ker, Frank s . Bowen, esley N. •re tscm and a man named v·hi te . 
In the early 1900 •s, more than one hundred members withd r ew 
f'rc;m the C:mi;:d:m Street Baptist Church with tl:le then pas tor , Rev . 
Pr esley be i ni: locl!:ed (i)Ut r,f the chur ch , 
They met in homes, later in Gaspee Hall on South llnt,n ~t,reet 
and seein, a lar:e church on lower Olney Street for sale, the y 
Q.pproo11ued !Lr, Geerge Baker who bad chara;e of the chur cb,fer 
sq l e, fin&lly buying it for t,5,ooo.oo. 
rn December 21 , 1901 , a i;:reup of women ,·rent in t o cl ea n end pre 
pare it for service, the next day . The R~v . w. T. Dixon, D. D., 
e<f Brroklyn, N. Y, , pN.sident of the N. E. B. M. Convention was 
the spe<1lrnr, tnkin,: his text from J.!at th811 16-16•20 . 
Rev. J , H. Presley serveJ for a sh&rt tim& leavinG in Februar y 
of 1902 . Rev . T , L. crocker supp l ied un t i l Rev . E. H. V.cDenald, 
D, D, , Vias called in SSeptember and insta ll ed, October 12, 1902 . 
Thi s c!iurch fell t• urbun renev:n l , was l eveled in 1961 and the 
•nembers met in the underc r oft of the Church of the Saviour, l ate r 
in the ProvidencEJ Recreational Center on Benefit Street until 
their new church was finished . V'ishir.g to stoy or. Olney street, 
tbey bcucht from the re-development, a l arge area ut the c orner 
of Olney and camp Streets . A contemporay br i ck buildin& was 
built, the mllin floo r 'l!i th balconies on a l l four siJes, pulpit 

Hh baptist<cry anJ l ar!"e vestibule . The Sund::y school ro~ms in 
the basement, pastors study and utllity ro::-m, parking le t in 
the rear, beautlfully i;:r:.issed and shrubbed . (s ee flle on chur ch • s 
es . CRG ) , . . 7 J' 3 Jqb·;>. yVot\,., """' 0.,,"t,L.,> \-\ovv\A- JS,...)(.«,; '7-t'•; ..,,,.,;., '(2.,<'...,<-" 
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1903- According to the rccordin& secretary •s book, the.re vms a re - e:r
gan 1za t ion and an election of officers he l d on L!ay 10, 1903 . 
It w,u mf.lVed and seconded, that Georee Noyes be m1minated for 
Pr esiden t, car1·ied i moved and seconded that Charles t!cGur ley 
be nominated for Vice-President, carr i ed ; Frank Kine, tre a s ur~ r 
er and !.loses Timber l ake was voted Secr e ta r y . 
Thus t he I r r·eproo chab l e Benef i c ial Assoc1s t 5.on was former ly 
f or med and charte r ed on the 29th day of Oct ~ber , 1904 . 
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1903- The Irre pr6l8chable Benef icial Asseciatien continued 
A creup ef men, mest ly ceoks, waiters and porter s we ld meet en 
th eir day~ (!)ff a t some <tne 1s heme where the wife w0uld ceok & 

dinner . Fifty cents per man was chipped in te buy t he food! the 
li quor and beer they br::n.liht and they would eat, drink, te l 
stories, play cards until they breke up for the iveninc . 
At one hllllle, a member had t ee much, upchucked en the lady•s 
fleor, she told her husband, nev er ta brine thBt cr ewd te their 
home ai.ein . 
After some seberinc the\lihts, the men bac•n te l eok f(l)r qua rt er s 
which they found abi»ve Nahei1an •s Tobac c e Stere, ru9Ct to the Big 
Bear Market , hr tl5 . 00 o rienth . '7'7v-w~-..Lu..,.-i.J;(>~ 
one member v•orked at the Albee 'l'heater Bild from their prep r·eon , 
came tables and chairs, They beu;;:ht a secend h8nd refriiera t er 
with the drip p· n beneath for t . 75, a secend hflnd sideboard for 
~l . 50 to pla ce their liquor en and they were in buisness. s0me 
man had to empty the drip pan b~·t'ere l eaving i'er the n1Ght . They 
were so exclusive that they limited m0 mbership te 25 and the 
black: ball was used frequently . 
At a meeting to decide on a name, ene member 1n his cups arose 
and said ' tr.· are Irreproachable" and that is h1iw they !;llt their 
nttme. 
The i;roup wus incorporated under the lows of tr.Ii State of hede 
Island, Octeber, 29, 1904 . 
The demand fer m1>re room f:irccd them to hire quarters at 923 
~;estm inst er street over .Hallock •s Steve Stere wher~ they had a 
pool tab le , (bought for i'55 . 00), p1ane, around which th12re vrere 
m~ny not teo sober v0ices at times, 
They enlarced the membership but v1er e H cheosey, they the~ht 
they were the "bl~ck Hope Club" of Previdenc• with n• w men al 
lowed in the club rooms . 
Next they bought acress the street at 918, using the upper two 
flo11rs s.nd renting the stQres on the stre-,t fle,;,r . 
The anni.:il IB/i. clambake was a great event foI· the members and 
(luests, also i..n annu~ l church se:rvice, one lljiniste r after they 
came to his church, s~id he did not want these drunkards and 
••••• . •••••• Eiiain , they senerally had their communion bef re 
reaching the church. 
on Jllnu.'lry 10, 1910, a receptian and b::.nquet was held in the 
cl ub rooms at 923 v.estminster Street for );latthew AlE.xander Hen
son or North Pele fame w Jth ex- ~ayer Pc. trick ,,rccarthy the main 
spe&ker and Dr. Jll.mes A. Gilbert, toastmanter . encl 
T:Hil cl ub sold their property to the Citizens Savini:s Banb: next 
deer for th61r explilnsion and baught in 1952, 710 North i·ain 
Street, , rov idence and still there _ they are f'orced by urban re 
newal te move one ence more . 
Since comine te 710, they cave ChristmEls present s te the b~ys 
in the senior cett aKe at the Children's Center, raisf'd money 
for scholarships, eiven c.t their annual banquet on the Sunda y 
near<st i:.ay, 10th, the 67th on the 10th of Uay, 1970 , SQ they 
are stil.L coin• stron& , encl CRO 



1904- ":,1e :ioth"lr Dickens:,n D3y Nurs0ry wus qtarted by a group of Nei:ro 
wo1nen on D Street for the purpose of cari~ for small children 
·vh:.le their parents Ylere otherwise eni;aged . Quarters er·w rent-
e.i, utensils such as rovkins choirs, go - ca:ets, toys, the latter 
two also a set of spo~ns, knives and rorlks were given by the 
ProviJence branch of tlle Sunshine Soclety . Volunteer help sav• 
that the stoves wer-e kept f-'Oinc, fJ.oc,rs and toilet cleaned but 
like •. ny oth c;r ventures it folded for laclt of finances . l!rs . 
Sadler anJ lier sister !!rs . "heeler were faithful workers. 
The thou,:ht of this k l n-1 of S<-r vice was , la nted and in 1928, 
some of these women with oth er memb•sNI of the race s·tRrt,:,:d t.he 
crl:ir,us Attacks Community Association lai:ged alons for pver ten yei:..rs 
years bee came the John Hope Community Association, now tlae John 
Hope settlement House, Bur,:ess Street, Providence, F . l. (CRG) 
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1906- The a rat hcm Club of ~rovidence, R . I ., V:l.S orgc.n ized in 1906 
by ten high s ch1Jol teene,ers ~·1th 'iss Rebcrta J. Dunba r as a 
counselor fer s ocial and athteette purposes, 
Their foot-ball came en Melrose flats ar0unf !i'hankscivin& Day 
was a social event, particully vilth the girl-frie nds there to 
cheer th~m on, playing a~einst another Frovidence team alse 
ane from Newport, R, I . 
They first met in homes, later hud a cl ub r oom ln Gospee Dall, 
south ;t in cind Plhnet Streets, then to a club house on the 
banks of the Ten A'.ile river in ~ast Providence, this they sold 
building a home in &ist ProviJence until ur·b:.m re-newr.l f11rced 
them to move once mare . !'ow they own a three tenement house , 
rentin~ twe floc,rs . 
Amen~ their charities were scholarship aid, a holiday party at 
tile Il.>me for Aced C1>lored ,, Gmen, nov: the Banr,is ter riouse with 
a Marathon .2~ which some ef the ladies ,~aE ted and asked for 
m:ire . 
Jos"ph G. Lecount , Esq ., the 1resluent and enly livin1 founde r 
of the M.:.r.;, thon Club was honored a i; the club •s 65th anniver 
sary dinner a.nee, held at the Holliday Inn, Providence 11n 
J~nuary 17, 1970. ive Bul l-15-70 CRG 

1905- : thel Esther Tremaine Rebinson, ~xs . J-:,aquin H. ?ineire y Mera , 
,-embreke Ph:B 1905; ira--l std Phil 1934-1935 , was the first Ne; r1,1 
,1rl to grhd,.le from Pembroke Celle~e in Brown Ulloversity . n 
her teen s e veaTri the Tllli~estate, Beacon 1,venue and 
Pine Street, Providence, R. I. · 
Shortly after leavin: Pembroke, she tqu.:ht at Ho¼ard ~niversit y, 
washiniiton, D. c. qome years she married ,ll' , Pineiro, leavin 6 
the university wnd &einc te South America to live . Durinc "'or ld "'ar 
war 11 she returned te Frovideonce and hav:tna: ne teacher•s re -
tlr mcnt, she w&s eb li &ed to go on V/PA and o.~A. Her sister, Csre 
Collote Robinson , Mrs. Henarich van Lees ten was sf the class of 
1909 ut Pembroke but d1d net finish . ('Rrown Jirect ry CR0) 

l0 J5- TV:lll ru1ss1onories came to Providence, R. I., end so interested 
a r.r~up here that they requested a mini st er be aent te fol'l!I a 
chUl·ch , Elder Allon iraters came and en JUly 5, 1905, , llrcan ized 
a church under the name ef the Church of God and tbe saints of 
Christ. 
It vies incorporated, August 14, 1908 under the same name wl th 
the foll wini named as Trustees, Alonz!I Allen, AndrE:w Rhede s, 
.Edw&rd Pstter and Samuel Crum. 
Th&ir e1'i'icel c1ay of worship was Suturdey (3abboth) cceordi nc 
to EXodus 20: 8 to .ll nnd no servile v1ork: was Jone by niember t-J. 
El der Ben Jamin H. Watkins became the pas t or in 1935 1.nt il 1957 , 
then Bishop Levi 'l. Plttnimer in 1957 with Rev . JUdah A. hrs11 n 
b ceming ::,sc>oc1a te prs tor in 1963 . 
In .rune 16, 1964, they purchased a lot &t tte corner of D&dee 
and Cranston Streets from the ProvUence Redevelopment Agency, 
a s, lit lf·vel structure \:1th s:onctu3.ry for their presen t Tab
ernacle with Bishop :.evi S. PlllDllller and the coni:rreat·.on on 

cbWch4 'f'tr'e65 cmfct,uc tin ,: the dedicntory services- Tuel see 



~- The Northeastern Federation of Colore d "'omen met i n Prov

ide nce, R, I ,, Aug:ust 15th for a t hree day sessio n with over 

100 del e,ates from vari ous parts of the Ne~ En«l and states . I t 

was reported that lliss Maritcha R. LYons, ( firs t Ne,:ro tea cher 

in the publi c school system in New York city and a ~radua te or 

the Rhode Island Sta t e Normal School i n Pr ovi dence, R. I ., ) was 

t he most bri ll iant extemporaneous s peake r t here wi th Mrs. Olivia 

Ward Bush of Boston, a close second . 

The follrnvin: off i cers were e l ected: Mrs, Var y H, Dicker s on of 

Newport, R. I . , honorary pr es !dent; Mrs. Alice II' , ·~1111ams· of 

Brooklyn , N. Y. , president ; Mrs. Charl otte E. Fran ce, Bost on, 

uass . , first vice - pr esident ; Miss llary E. Ja cks on , Providence , 

R. I . , second vice - presiden t; lliss Ella P. Kinc,Nrunmich , Ct ., 

third vice - president ; Miss l~aritcha R. Lyons, New York, N. Y., 

fourth vice - presiden t; llrs. E. H. Greene , Portland llaine, f ift h 

vi ce-pre s ident ; 1,!rs. Rebecca A. Jackson, Jers ey City, N. J ., 

sixth vice - president ; Miss c. c . Dunlap , Philadelphia , Pa., 

seventh vice - pr eside nt; Miss Hatt i e A, Cook, Norwi ch, Conn., 

,:enera l secreJary; J.!rs. William Amos, New Huven, Conn., ass•t 

secretary; Mrs. J . o . Henson, Boston, Hass., treasurer; !rJrs . 

l!innie cravatt Simpson, Chel sea, Mass. , chairman executive 

board; Miss Eli zabeth c. carte r , New Bedford , Y.ass . , chair 

man of the Northfie l d FUnd; Miss Re~er ta J. Dunbar , Provi -

dence, R. I., orge.nizer . ( Rewrite by CRO from Al ex-

ander •s Macaz1ne, September 15, 1906, p 15, Vol umes 2- 3 .) 
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1907- The Maceden1a unisn American MethGd1st Ep1scepal Church s~s rt ed 
by the unian er twe c hur ch es, flne a Baptist, the other a Meth 
o:Us·t, bo th 1n a run dewn conditiim so they thought in union 
there is stren1;;ht. This was in t he Ssuth Prs vi dence area of 
PrGvide nce an l l and was bought on Colfax street where a chur ch 
was built by Rev, Jehn Wesley Fisher with the aid of his s:m 
Joseph and ethers. 
With the passing ef j.ime this c onc:regatien bec,·me run dewn un
til the ceming of Rev . Prince A. R'lmilti>n when property was pur
chased f'rom a white church at the corne r of J\Shmcnt and Plai n 
streets . ' 
This church was r e-furnished mal~in/;l it ready for a r e-dedi catie n 
and cGrner ste ne l ay ing, t hese cerernenies bein;: pref ormed by tha 
Most 11.ershiptul. Princ e Hall Grand Lodge er Rh&de Islend, F. & A. 
M,_.,, on Oct ober 3, 196 0 . (Enc l -,,· . CRO) . ,, ,,. 

/fti'1 ./'~°"""1 , ~ <J_,,_,.,__.. \~<-V ,go, -1-t<P-, 

1912- JGseohine ('lilo ne) Yates, 1859 - 1912 was the fir'Rt Negri, fi rl te 
graju,:: t e from Regers High Sctrn~l in Newpert, R, I., with henors 
in 1877 and in 1879 grcduated frem the State Normal Scheel , PH-

1913 -

sibl ~ their !il:il Negro graduate . CAB 

The Churc h ::>f the savio11r, Prev.l.dence, R . I ., :!.s the s econd Ep1s
cGpul Church in Rhode Island, the first , Christ Church, 1839 in 
rrovidonce. 
The first mess was hell, sum.lay, Octeb er 5, 191:0, under the Mme 
of st . Au~ustine •s Mission at Bl'cad and Fenner Stree.ts conducted 
by the Rig ht Reverend Jam,~s Dcm1,1lf Perry , Jr . , D. D. , Bishop ef 
Rhode Island, assisted by the Rever"nd 1l're'1er1ck J . Bassett , D. 
D,, Rcverend E'lwnrd H. Sweetland was app"int0d Priest in '.:harge, 
The toission later rnovel to tho old Church af the saviour buil
dini. at the corner of Benefit and Transit Stre<>t s alse tl'lkin& 
its nsme . in order to me,,t the conditions of the proper t y deed. 
The IJJ.y Reader in Charis, P. G. Mo'.lre- Browne was raa1e a Deacon 
8unjay, 'leptember 29, 1916 and the following year on Sunday , 
October 14, 1917 he was adv-~nced to the Priestheod, a capacity 
in whi ch he served for 36 yenrs, as Vicar in Charge . In 19~, 
the Dbce se sold the build ing . After two more moves, plans fer 
a new church building were made, acquiring property at 527 
North Main Street in May of 1942, 1;;r0und wt..s broken on 'T'hursday 
ac·tober 7, 1948, finally on Sunday, September 11, 1949, nt the 
11.00 A. M. n!ass, the ch\Jl'Ch was dedicated by the Bl.shop of the 
Diocese as the new Church of the saviour . 
Here they wox•shiped untll J&nuary of 1960 when the chur ch was 
si,ld to the Providence lledeveloprnent Ag;ency and the church was 
inter:;regatwJ wlth the C!.!thedrld of St . ,Tohn. 
There were two ether ~riests wh0 ser ved efter Fa thP.r Mncre
:Browne, Father R;illy and Fathc>r Hi;,:,"inbotham. 
Fif·ceen doners raisecl the money to purchase a I'.ammcmd Ore;an 
for the church which was dedicated in honor i,,f their lest ones, 
sund&y , Oct()ber 30'\;h, 1949 with a brass plate stotinc the same 
which was given by ene ~four white friends . 
(Encls Mrs . Percival G. }' ere - Browne , l'.rs . U. T. cart€r, CFO) 

{;oLt/-,:.t[).., Dcl,il. Fe.U..UV\1$ d--'e-c.l,,c,.Xc, ki-vt.,t l,-.,v,s-Lvl, , ~o/ 

,f1t l..,.,r,c.,_ -r~,\..,#.;.r ?,.,,,,,1,0,-X., ;"'-- l1ec.- "f l'i,t, 
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1915- The Mt. Pleas nt Baptist Church, Apponeug, R. I., was a missien 
encot:.raced by some members ~r the 2nd Froe Will Eaptist Church 
~n P~nd street, Prov1d~nce, P. I. CRG 

1916- The Grand Unit ed order ef 01d Fello11s builling was Ut:.thorizcd 
April 70, 1914, $20,000 ,:as appropiated, r:round 718S brGlten on 
A~Ulit 16, 1915, the cornerstone l a i d sn July 16, 1916 with 

. 
6 
.. JJ't the bui l ding a t ~ Cranston Stre et , Prov:l.denc<", ll , !. , c~m-

'3"• pl eted in December of the same year. 

1917-*Mary E. Jackson was the member of Miss Eve D, Bowl es • staff 
durin& World War l , headin& up the work for colored women en
gaaed in industry thro1.1&hout the country . She was known as 
special industrial worker among col ored women and gir l s under 
the war Work Colllncil of the ¥ .W.f(.A. 
She was an active worker of the New E?lilend Federation of Wo
men's Clubs al.So wo1•ked for the Rhode Island Empl oyment Divi 
sion, office was on Westminster Stree t near Jackson St r eet. 
(Pittsburgh caur i ur ; enc l NEGRO Wei!KERS and the National De
fense Program, Division of Resaer ch and Statistics, Washin&• 
ton, D. C. , September 16, 1941. CRG 

1918- 215 colo red draftees, entrained for Camp Devens, Mass., Au
sust l, l9l8, tbis was the se cond and the J.ar aes t quota from 
Rhode Island in world v1:ar l. (Prov Eve Bul 8-1 -18 ; Sun Tribune, 
2•23- 19 ; encl. ) CRO 

1919- Rose Butl er Browne was bcrn in Boston, Mass. , in 1899, re 
ceivin& par t of her el ementary educat ion there and when about 
ten years of age, the fami l y moved to Newport , R. 1., compl et 
i r,g it there, entering the ol d Rhode Island Normal School in 
1916, recei vin& her certificate in 1919, la t er her BA., MA in 
Educ. She was finally accepted as a candtdate for her PhD at 
Hllrvard, which she received in 1939, (See her book, "Love My Children 
Children•, an autobiography, c 69- 19048, Meridith Press, New 
York, N. Y. , a very interestin& story or her life . ) 
Rhode Isl.and College, her al.ma mat&, named and dedicated a 
seven sto r y building, •Rose Butler Browne Bill " for gir l s on 
their campus September 28, 1969. (See.enc l ). 
Her mother took an apartment in Providence, to act as house 
motber for her d&U&hters and other Newport gir l s and while 
here bad a str oke, which she survived , I l'itlS the attendin& 
physi cian at that time . 
l thought so much of this Vlonderful l ady that I sent a sketch, 
pr ogram etc to Radcliffe Oolleae tmere they have made a bio 
graph ic al fi l e for the Schlesin&er Libr ary on the History of 
women in Americ a , (September 23, 1969 enc ls ) CRG 

1919- *NellAe (Nell) occomy Becker w&s born in Providence, R. I. , 
d&llQlht er of Mr. and Krs. Walter Occomy, 85 John Street, Prov
ide nce, R. I., who trace their oriiin back to 1732. She at 
tended the elementary and hi&h schoo l s here, graduating from 
the Rhode Island Normal School in 1919, u.'l.deri:raduate deji!ree -;:, 
f'rok Columbi a University and was studyin& tor her UA • .Jwuv ~ 1, l'i 
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1922-*All'red c. A. Perry, l86 l -l93 l, Grand Sachem of the National ·Al-
11onqui n Ind i an Council was elected a t the re -or 11anization of 
the 24 councils in 1922 when a few survivor s had a l l but l os t 
their i denty with their ori gina l fore bear s, under bis leader~hip 
ship, customs of the tribe have been revi ved at several anrua l 
iatberi!liS at his farm on DUiaway Hill, Scit uate Avenue, crans
ton where the br aves from many states would gather for their 
pOWflftWII. He earned his name, "Chief stronghorse" from a span 
of large horses which had compeded in many pulli!li contests. 
At one time he was head of the hiihway department of the Town 
of crianston, l ayin1 many of the roads there. He was born in 
Exetae~, R. I., in l86l and died i n Cranston, R. I , , in l93l, 
(enc ls Eve Bul Sept l9 3l; proi r am of fow-Wow, l2-l3-23; copy 
of history tellilli of the interest of Thomas "". Bicknell, (white 
historiano who visited llr. Perry 's farm mant times;) also copy 
of en apr l1c .it1on of th :: Al&onquin In dian Council, incorporiited 
in Rhode Island, October l3, 1926, ) CRG 

l92~ A Histery of the Providence Chronicle, 1923-1958, by William D. 
Wiley, tel.line h•w he became the editor. 
(Carl R. Gross, ll . D., h:ad requested this hist•rY fo r poste rity) 

1924- *Perry 'iWiltkins , a n:.tive b:,rn Rh.cte Islander, e;radm.ted frGm the 
R. I .s .n . , in 1924, desie;ned all the sets fer "ll!amba•s Di.uchters", 
a New Ysrk hit, al s• sets for TV proe;r ~ms whi ch came thr~U&h 
s o!:le Providence s tati:,ns . CRG 

1924- Rudolph Chauncy Fisher came to Providence in hts e&rly youth, 
his f:.ther was the past&r and built the M:acedenia AME Church eh 
Colfax Street. He went throuj:h the element~ry schools, Classical 
Hia:h, ~raduated from Brown universlty, BA,l9; IRA,21 and an Joi. D. 
from Howard universi ty in 1924; Classical Hi=h in 1915 with ho
nor s. He was s brilliant student at Brown, Phi Bet& Kappa; Sic
ma Xi, Delta Siem• Rho a lso apro l:i:tic wri ter , espoci;Hly in l'Ie
i:ro dia lect, critics ranking him the "Ablest bt Negro ·r r:t t ers 11 • 

(Clippinc 3-5-20) . His oricinal many.scripts r.ire in the John l'l!y 
Librr.iry . Elected Class day ora tor ,l9 l 9(File on Medic!ne & CFG 
(While visi tine in Now York, his sister l.liss Peer l Fishe r t ol6 
of the re quest ot Brown university to his wife for his manu
scrip ts , which was a:r i.nted. CRG) 

1924-*Chester ·ellincton Chin, native of East Pr ovidence where he had 
his elementary and hi&h eJucation, BA, Brown 1920, MA. Brown 
1921; HD Mich 1924.He took i ost ~radU2te courscp 1,_n Germany and 
was one of the fir st two Necroes to recister in oppalmolocy in 
New York. (File on }.]edicine '& CRG) 

1927- *Mary (Howard) Jennin&:s, nativc Rhode Islander, Frovidence ele
r.1entary and bi&h schools , RISO, 1927, BA,, Yale School of 1!'1ne 
Afts, 1935 . While II senior at Hor,e J!i&h in Px·ovidence, she won 
a four year scholarship to RISD. She pai r.ted a portrait in oil 
of Gobernor Theodore Francis Green a lso did s ome murals at URI. 
She is a school te ~cher in the Providence School Depart ment . CHG 
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l9Z'f - * Char· ty Bailey ri s Lorn in Providence, R. I ., elrn ,er tary ejuc~
tion here and i:roduuteJ from the Rhode Island Col lelJ:e of Educn
tion in 1927. 
£,fter i;rtduation, she ar·rlied for a tc.,aching , os 1 tion in the 
Providence Fub11c Schoo l system but the ther Gnper1n tenden t of 
Sc~ools here, "Would not app oint a Nei:ro to teach in the school 
system here". Her mother foue:ht this decision, had a hearini: 
but to no avai l, 
: iss ¾iley WJS l nter i11vitect by Charlotte Hawkins Jlrov,n, a fa 
mous Ne,1;ro educator ar.d c;ounder of the Palmer Memorial Insti 
tute iL Sedalis, N. C. , to teach there . She also tcugh t at 
Spelman Colle11:e and Atlanta Univers i ty in At l anta, Oeore:i a . 
Ii 1935, ~iss Bailey came to No~ York and under the federal 
·"'orks Prc,ject Ajm.1.nistration, tau.;ht and hcade .J one of the lar
e:,;c.~t cbi..LJren•s centers there. 
In 1943 she r, ~ived a di., l oma fr om ~he Dul croze School of )'U

sie :i.lso she studied at the Julliard School of Music. In 1958 
she receiv ed an honor:i.ry ,'fiStf'r of Fducation delar ee from Rhode 
Island Col leie of Educzt1on, her Alma Mater. She has &iven mu
sic seminars for teachers at New York City ::ollea;e, Sarah L!IW
rence Co.1.le~e. a recital in the Rllode LQJ"nd ColJ.et,:e of Educa 
tion Auditorium, M&rch 14, 1958, a miniture*e folk festival at 
the Albee Theatre, Du,ember 27, 1966 with di;ncer, JUdith .nrnus 
end s1ng~r - ~uitarist, Ted Dennis . Previously she haj tauiht 
aftel' school music at her own studio 1n Nevi York and the Henry 
Street Set Uement, l~e·· York . ' 
Miss Bai l ey has been a musi c teacher at the Heath cot e Schoo l 
in Sca~sdale, New Tork, for ten ye &rs at the "Little Red Schoo l 
House in Nev, York, also featured on ~CA'S TV "Sine A Soni:" s e
ries, one of the earliest Children's TV proerams. 
She is a v1riter, produ cer as wel l as a preformer on radio and 
TV proi;rams, one of her late st beir ,g the "Once Upon A Day with 
Charity Bailey Show" on channel 13, New York , has r ecorded for 
t he nationa l "Operation Headst a rt" proi;;ram. She 1!1 nul'ren t ly 
contluctine- a workshop in musi c at the Bonk Stree t Col lec e of 
FJ:lucation in New York City . ( Miss B&il ey•s short butobioi.ra
pby; Boston AJvertiser, 1955 ; F. E. BuJ. , 1958 & 1966 ; rewrite 
by CRG, 1970.) ' 

1928- Noah c. " esl ey, 1855 - 1928 , sezton &nd Bell Ringer of the Firs t 
:Baptist Meet in&-Hous e in Ameri ca for 46 year s, 1882 -1 928 . I n 
Revelutionaey times, tbe bell. v:as run& at SWlr1se, mid-day and 
curfew which was twenty s l ow strokes l a ter the times were 
chan..;ed er,-' in ilis l a t er year s , ID' . l'.'esley nis excused as a con
cession to his ai;e . He lived off of Broad Street in the Roge1• 
Wildams park area anJ it must ha ve been &r eff'ord to .;et up to 
r :in.: the sunrise bell. He j~ined the First Baptist J:aeting 
Hpuse crounf the early 1900 1S sr.J died in the RhoJ e Island Hos 
pita l , Au!iust 20, 1928. Eis funeral 1,as pi ·eache d by the Rev . 
FJ:lwa rd Holyoke, the pas tor, the honorary pall bearers being 
Deaco ns Frel.lerick R. Chapin, Arthur E. Watson, Foster :a. Town
send and Clinton T . aamwell . ( Reberta J . Dunbar : s note book ; 
a personal int er view with Arthur E. l':atscn and rewrite by CRO 

1970) 
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::urs uGnt t o th e fore.; oing par1c:i:roph s, let me tell ou of the 
" s t ory of the be ll in the Fir st Bap tist Me, tine - House in Ame
rica . Pr cvi dec ce, R . I., " from Miss Reberta J , Dunba r•s per
sonal note book.of facts ; ou o~ht know. 
In Revol uti onary times it r an at Sunrise-- Yid-day -- cui•few Jthe 
cliurcb bei ng paid $125 , 00 per year. 
Mornin i: be ll at 8 .3 0 A. Al. , •ffa tirae. 
JTayor Gei ner •s time i t was st opped durir,i; J·u1y anJ August . 
l!o hollidays. 
Once a year the church cot a check from t he City Treasurer for 
~12 5 . 00 from 1871 i;ntil 1900 , Ylhen someone had it discontinued. 
Indicnan t citizens soon had it restored, 
In 1840, the sexton c ot an extra $85 , 00, do not kn ow why . 
Curfew 1n oldern t imes meant, "TilllE; to 110 home an1 so to bed, 
chiJ.dren off the streets. 11 • 

l929- -t.V:il l ai11 Clarence Foster PhB Lr;)wn, 29; ~rad std biol 29 - 30 ; 
MSc Minn 39; · Came with Boericke from Min n to Hahnemann Med Col 
in Phlil.a de lphia, fa , , 1n i t s cban.;e to a re ~ul ar school of med
icine ar. ; becc.me re s . phys1ol oi:1s t. Otl-.er head s wer·e tr·om Penn ., 
Cin c inneti, John Hopkin~ etc. ( I ha \ e a l etter froo him tellini 
me abou t the complic ations of bE.ina a Nee;ro there but that c~me 
out all ric; ht later. Also I met him in Provide nc e at a re - union 
al" ,i he told me Brown wanted his Dri :;in a l 67 pi;.pc,rs f or· thei r ar
chive s, CRG Brown Dictio nary of Gruds, 1950 p 259 , ) 

1931- «-Alfred c . Per:r y,-x-1861-1 931 , "Chief Strone-Horse, Grand sachem of 
the Ali:cnquin Council fo r 24 years since its re - or<lanizatio n in 
1922 11es born 1n Exerter, R. I , , in 1861 an ':l ·.lied 1.n Crans ton 
in Sep tember, 19:31. Ull(ler hls leadns hip the cu,•tums of the 
tribe tave beE>n rev1 ve ,1 at the annual aatherine s, ll'Bny tak i ng 
;::!bee on his farm at D11&away Hill , Sci tJ:uate Aven ue , Cranst on, 
R . I. I e r.a s fond of horses, he vine a pacer which he entered 

1931-

I ta2--

in many ro ad races , al s o a l or~ e pai r of farm horses, hence th~ , 
nrme Strono1:- Horse en te rini: them !n wei.:ht d1•ar.".inc contests. as 
was the custom at th., fairs. Y'is 6aur;hter, J\nr,iEl (Perry) Fa:r
row was elf>cted s e cr e tary of the Council bllck in 1922, still is 
a ltho ui:h it is not acti ve now on accoun t of death s etc , She has 
the minuetes from its ln coption in t,er possess1vn which 9he bas 
sh own me,(l970)(CRO) She told me of many visits to the farm by 
Thomas w. Bicknell , with her fat her . lur . Bicknell wa9 inte1•ss ted 
in Rho Je Island history an J en cou1•aged Mr. Ferry in the forrne. tion 
of the Council.(C PG i•r s. Annie (Per r·y ) Farro,1::i've Bul 9- - 31) 

Joseph E, Brown, 1844-1934, born in Fl.'ederi eks, Co., Ud., 9-ll-4 4 
,lied in Providence, R. 1,, l-25- 34, enlisted in tho Slt\.TlrStewarts 
Corps, May 20, 1862 in P1·ovidcmce enJ the first a ssi~nmcnt was to 
the "Constitution" at Annapoli s, a1;:ain at l\sv1port wuen u·,1n,s ro t 
too vmrm, the U. 8, Nava l Acade .my moved north. Complm;illi his 
StrVi ce 1:1s a ste,~ar t he returned to Providence, l :::.tcr re-inlist 
ed in the regular Navy. A co py of h is disc~,ar,1;e was riven to the 
Rhode Islond Histori ca l SDciety by CHG who came into p J ssosion of 
1 t ai' t e;r !:is son passed . ' 
The famous fri&ate Const itution made a visit to Providen ce in Au
gus t, 19 "'1 enJ the only living Rho Je Islt ,nd memb~r of the crm ,, 
was piped aboard with ho r ors. (Prov Eve Bul 7-10- 31 & CRO) 

heri:,,e,, o-=,(h,e.-+9la.,.,J._ "'t ~~ ;J::-.l..0}' vv.C. Ir<-'{ * h,,..X:cv2.. l.r"""'- t..-h-«A· a:_.---rs~,,-t,a.,,,-r... f-1v4.JC r-i.· 1-.-vVe.L lq..;r.._ 
111v hlwf e--.!11., ~. :.::::-
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1931- A move to unite some of the Netro churches in Pro vidence and 
in 1935, Rev. L9.wson of the Congdon Street :Baptist Church s ue;
~ested agitrui an organic union to throw stren ght into a less er 
number for the benef it of mley. (Eve Bul CRG) 

1932- Char l es A. Battle of Newport, R, I ., had printed a little book
let of :39 page s , .rune 14 , 19?2 undef' the title, riNea;roes on the 
Island of Rhode Island" . ,:e was prompted by the fact that so 
li tt le is known at this time that for two hundred yeors or ,more, 
black pe ople have WtL"kcd t o~ether with whites i'or the beat in
terest of Rhode Island. Some notable thous hts and deeds are re
cor ded v1h1ch our descendc1: ts tcday can well be proud. (er.closure) 

1933- 1."rne. 'latHda Sissieretta (Joynor) .Jo!les, the "Black Pn-tti" died 
in Provi den ce at the Rhode Island Hospital, in J uly, 19 :33. (See 
undqr the yea r, l869 f or notes, newspaper clippings e tc also a 
short h i story of her compJ.ieJ b:r Carl R. r,ross, !A. D., a ll of· 
which has 'been copied an l sc,,nt to the Moorland- Spinga rn Collec-
tion, Howard university, washineton, D. C. (CRG) 

1934- Durin& 1934 the Rhode Island Baptist Sta t e Convention welcomed 
into its fellowshi p , t ?,e ' ' le nsa nt str eet :&lptist Church of ·•,es t
erly , R. I, Formerly an independent body ~nowtt as the Pleasa nt 
Street Advent ist Church of ·7esterly but i t used the covenent of 
the First Bapt ist Chur ch and oper e.t1n.: under its by-laws. (See 
f'oBer under churches, not es by Mrs. t;rlysses T . Carter .) 

l 93fi- ~,illiam H. Hi~,;:.:.ns, M. D. , was 8JJpo l nt ed a ir,ember ar ;d became 
chairman of the ~hode Isl a nd state Board of Podiatry in 1905 . 
He was born in Mari on, l'l . c., ,·raduate of Livingst on Colle& e, 
later a trustee there, .;radua te of Leonard Medica l College a t 
Tal e1c;h, N. c. , post gr 1,,duat e course at Lone Island Colle&; e cf 
Medic ine and re.;is ter e l in Providence, ,Tune l , 190:l. He was 
deputy of Rhode Island and a .Past Pres id ent of the Natio nal ~ect
ica l Associction, the Nec;ro equivelant t o the Ameri can Medic a l 
Associ a tion which would not accept nci;r o physici11ns then fo r 
r.iembershi p . ( se e folder on medicine) 

1935- :lecember 4, 19:15 •.At the :i-equest an , S1.J8:;es t1on o.f the 1:>rovi Jen ee 
Branch, nt,ACP. , the follo wing per~ ons vrere appo:!.nt~d meP1b<>rs of 
the Rhode Islr. ,nd onrl Provi '.lence PlAntat.i ons Terce ntenary Conmit
tee, Inc ., Dr . cnr:i R. Gross, Dr. An•Jrew L • • Ta ckson, !'.iiss Reberta 
,T. Dunbar onJ J. G. Lecount of Provitlenc e; Mrs . Bever ly Tinsley, 
Mr. teroy "'illiE :ms and ilr. 1::1111am H. Bilton of Nev,port . The 
fir s t meeting was held at i;be r ,,s idence of! r!iss Reherta J. Dim
bar , 77 v:inter street, Providence, R. I., ?tt-. Lecount cr.osPn 
chairman anj Dr . Gross, secretary . 'larch 4,,1935 .. Vr . L~-
Count: "";e are plea~d to see a copy of the r.iinutes and re-
c0lll!Jlendatioris made·~ Iritore s t1 ne an l there ara parts of them 
which ~y 17.W i,1e br@Gllt before o~ ~Vfl :Board ••• " At 
t!le March 25th !'leeting niss/JUfiba r r:1oved tha t we have a book on 
~:e.:ro F!istory and that :.he have charge of colle ct in~ mat-:r ial 
and editino it, 

( , ~ /, t,':., 



1936- Rhode Island Ter centenary Conn1ttee continued 
categories s u.1.;<.>s ted v,eN, : /1rt, Churches , Cl ubs and Organizc: ti ons, 
Dent istr y, EXJ.ucation, Inventors, Law, Lertisl.Dture, Ale-d1cine, Mi
litary, NUrses, Pharmacy, Fress , l!isce. r usic, Sports. 'il'e apfllied 
plied to the State committee f or funds to publish our note s but 
f i.nanco s wei·e not forthco ming. I have kept the cor:respondencee s 
as secretery, ~rs. lilysses T . carte r , Sr . , ~&ve me the nvtes on 
chur ches which sl::.e nnd Mrs. Tinsley hnd collected, Ur . LeConnt 
inf'ormation 0;1 Lav, and Lq;islature, Mr. ~illiam P . ;' . Fre<?man 
the m&ter1el or, ~e . GJ.ssieretta Joynor Jones «nd others i:LlVe 

so that I have been able to com1.ile t hese chronoloa:ical notes 
hoi:1nll they may be of i!cme vi:.l ue . (CRG) 

1938- "'.,;c,r T. Rouzeau, feature 11riter for the ~ittsburi; Courier 1:as 
sent throuahout New Ellgl and and the enclof'ure is what he wrote 
about ProvUence, R. I . , "CIVIL RIGFTS BP.AZENLY IGNORED", Aug, 
4, 1938 . I must admit there has been so me progress made, in 
1538 tht-x·e \:ere no pu1..li c school t ~ac bers, policemen etc but 
now, 1970 there are, a deputy superinteniilent of schoo ls , a.f'1lDP
mer R. I . State Bank Commissioner, a bl 1>ck junior hieh school 
principa l but the Ne~ro not so i' or·cunate to go to college needs 
jobs such us plt, bE-rs, electricians, carpenters etc and pres 
sure has to be bro~ht to open up the unions. ( enclosure CR.G) 

1939- /l.rticl es of in cor poration were filed by the John Hope Communi-
t:t As~ oc i a t ion, Inc . , ME, y 11, 1939 by William P . H. Freema n, 
Carl R. Gross, Reberta J. Dunbar, Joseph G. Lecount, Anr.a A. 
I.,cv1is, Andrevi L . J!lckson, ,J1'wes :. . Stockett ,,'r. , · illaim H. 
Bihand , Johr- F . Lopez , Sr . , E~rr iet M. Hyde , Flo rence V. Lopez , 
A>'adel.ine H. Genebra an.i I. Anna 'organ . nefore the incorpora 
tion r.ot bein able to rurchase tha pr0perty at 16 Pratt St r ee t, 
wi th the consent of the Home ;)Wners Loan, the SE-ller, irr . '.il 
l1am H. Bland, Sr ., purchased the property for $2~0 . 00, 101 
Jown ard about !}16 . 00 per month on the balance . l!r . Freeman 
had contacted Aron Richman, NBC agent who pro mised l/ 3 of a ll 
ticket:11 sold . ""e sur•prised him n,;,ttine a com.:1!ssion of t36 7 .o:· 
which went to pa y back :iir . Bland after we incor por a ted. The 
conce rt was by Miss !larian Anderson at the V.etropol1t:!.an theate:r. 
"le hag be en staffed by V?luteer he l p i,.rtil. f?rtunely '"PA toc k 
over with carpenters , plumbers, steamf itters and l aborers who 
zeve the buildine a good check and with . 11ss Enid l{oore -Browne 
as directress , v;rite coller work ,,rs in the various crafts, the 
r,irietecn ro c!n bu1ldin{; was formerly opet,ed . The association 
{18S nalt'ed in honor of the l ate John Hoiie, a creat i1eli'.ro educa 
tor, an a:i.rnnnus of Brown university who spent m1'ny dnys here 
in Frovi:1ence . 
/,rounm the mid 1981111 9 a group of vrnmen startcJ a day nursery , 
The •other Diclrn:r,,..-,n D'.ly Nursery, Z2 D 1:,t:rcet curinf f'or lit'.le ones 
onc-:s 'Nhile their mothers VE',l'f busy otherw1sa . This effor t ,:ave 
rise l ,1ter to the John Hope Com1 unity A3socintion around 1928 
when funds were solicited to ar ound $600 . 00. In 1939 to sho w 
;.ood faiih the effort \"as :revived and-the dream of many Y-:as re
alized . Afte r a years probation we were acce r te d into the 
· ,ork Group of the Providence Commm1 ty Fund. ( CRG 

(/7:,r(/, tivr:PWI t..,{...1., 
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1940- The Rho :ie Isl.o n:! Inter-Re.cial Conferen ce, il study of the Negro 
in Rhode Isli,nd, iis Cor,tr ib ut:iticns c.nd l/eF·ds, sponso r e.l by 
the Fbode Island Int crch urch Commis sio n for Soci al Action, Fe
Lruary ll-12 , 1940. 
Sunday, February ll, 

s .1 5 A . ll . Council of Churches Ra li o service \'/PRO 
ll A. M. Exchange of minis t ers and choirs 
l.O O P , M. Vi.7JIR Rev V', Il . E .Smith, Conedon Stret> t 
5 . 00 P, M. Vesper Servic e , First Baptist Church 

Rev, .llrthur F.. '"i.Lson, rr es ddent, Inter 
clrnrc h Comnission for soci~l Act.ton , 
rresiding 
Devotions Rev P. G. Hoore- nrowne 
Spea lter 11'. A. Phillip Ft8ndolph, pre 
surnt Brotherhood of Sleeping car 
rorter s. 

7 . 30 P . 'I . Special services "'rinity Union !'eth 
odist, Providence; First lle thodist, 
:>a~1tucltet . 

Bebruary L2, 
Central Bnpt i s t Church, Pro vijen ce 

2 .4 5 P . u. Addre ss ; The Nccro and h is achieve
c1P-nts in H. I ., ~•iss Reberta Dubbar 
Symposium: The Nesro and 1Us Needs 
Mrs. Madeline Gene bra, y,rCA Bd.ofDir. 
Mr . ";1ll1am D. ''.i ley , Editor Provid ence 
Chronicle . 
lliss Hol.<rn Smith, Phyll is 'beetle;• 
Senior Clu b, Y.'ICA. 

5 . 00 :::. !.!. J\m,ual "1wtinc Providence Urban u,ac;ue , 
6 . 15 P . ·;1. Abrah'lm Lincoln-F r eiorick Dou"lass Dinner 

Toast•naster, RabLi \''ill!am G. Braude 
Reports of Disaussion Groups 
Speakers: 
v i111a m P . H. Freeman, rres . John Hope Ass •n 
3radf ord H. Kenyon, Pre s. ?rov . Urb3n Lea;ue 
''ctthe'.'1 .... :rullocl,, Former Special Ass •t 
At:urneJ - Gener~l oi' .idss . 

Providence rubli c Library, Exhibi t of 
~e~ro Literature, Art and Musi c. 
Open House at John Hope Comwuni ty Center 
15 Fratt Street, February 12-17 
PEii.eant, "MY Countrl', Tis" at Temple 
F.lnanu- Fl, Morri s Avenu e, 
Open Fouse Co LJinlJ: Cor3muni ty Center, 
140 CoJjfot: Street, Monday, 1''ebr1.,ary 19 , 

(CRG) 

1945- Tl.e rirst ,.nniversary of' the Kr,irht Street 1:'SO was obse1•ved at 
its f'acili t y , 276 Knir;ht Street, Providence , R. I .. Tbe old 
'Kni~ht street Folice Station li~d been r· :noVDt ed end f'urn1shed 
It vcas opc-n 24 hours a ctey fer the benefit of servicemen ·rom 
the st.rrouni;int aree.s . '<'ot·.rir-c, 1,rs . JBmes l' . Stockett, .11:·., 
ard t:rs . Andre" cT, 31:ll,ll : St!lnd1r.,g, .:rernes " · Stockett, ;rr ., 
l rs. r-rarol d E . Tanner, '::.rs. 1·1111em IT. Gress ,J.l, Chal.rnar of the 
Kniu;ht Street hostesses, 1.!rs. s . Foster Punt, 'Mnyor Dennis J , 
Robe1·ts ar.d cc..r1s v. 3t2:,rett, rno Jirecto r. /CRG) 
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1946-*urs. mnma Clarissa (Williams) Clement, dauahter of the late 
Mr. and Mrs. John Williams was named "American Mother of 1946, 
the firs t Negro ever named for that honor . Her family lived 
in my father •s house, 133 Wadsworth Street, Providence, R, I . 
Mrs. Clement attended the local schools, was a member of the 
Second Free ''.'ill Baptist Church on Pond Street and left here 
in her teens to attend Livingston College, Salisbury, N. C. 
l''hile there she met her husband, the late George Clement who 
later became bishop of the African Methodist Eriscopal Zion 
Churcb in Louisville, Ky. Mrs. Ruth M. Wor r el, ececutive se
cretary of the United Council of Church Women nominated Mrs. 
Clement, chosen from about 60 nominees from all over the 
country and her elect.ion was announced by Mrs. H!lrper Sibley 
of Rochester, N. Y., the ret.iring American Mother of 1945, 
A social worker, a partner in her husband•s ministry, a char
tee member of the SouthernComm1ssion on Inter-Racial Co-oper
ation, statHltician, Kentucky Federation of ".'omen•s Clubs, 
secretary (Negro division) American Field Army Cancer Society, 
Her children all are graduates of Livingston, one, Rufus E, 
Clement became president of Atlanta University, Atlanta, Ga,, 
the others also held high positions in various fields, ( see 
enclosures. CRG) 

1948- The Rev. Dr. Williams. Holland operates the only Negro Day 
Camp for Negro children at the watchman Industrial School at 
North Scituate on a piece of property he owns, formerly the 
Smithfield Seminary. He also owns the Watchman Industrial 
School on Cojding street, Providence, one of the buildini;s 
built by the students. At North Scituate,,the children heip 
in the vegetable 1:ardens which provides some income, The 
fee is 25 cents per day if they can pay otherwise free bein& 
car r ied from Providence by a bus, being taU1:ht by volunteer 
and paid ieachers. ( enclosure Eve Bul 8-23-48 CRG) 

1950-*Mrs. Rose Butler Browne received an honorary degree, PhD edc 
from her Alma Mata, Rhode Island College, (CRG 

1950- Carl R. Gross, M. D,, was appointed by His· Exeellency, Gov. 
John o Fastore of Rhode Island, to the f.irst Committee of 
100 on Children and Youth, representing the American Legion 
of Rhode Island Child Welfare Committee, ( encl CRG) 

1952- William F. Johnson was still working at the age of 90 after 
he had been dischar3ed 27 years ago,considered too old to 
work in 1925, This was the r~son when he apelied for a job 
with Starkweather & Shepley, Inc, 17 custom House Street, 
at the age of 62, He was born in Beaufort, N. c., Dec~b~t8~ 
1862. As a boy he workeJ on a fish.ing boat out of Beaufort 
but l Earning that his father wanted to send him to Binpton, 
he left home, turpemtine camps in Georgia, railroad construc
tion g~ngs in Florida, co~ing North around 1922 working in New 
York, New Haven, Boston and finally Providence. Among other oc
cupations here he was a porter , at the Albee Theater which he 
left because of Sunday work, he being very religious. ( Prov 
Sun Jour, November 30, 1952 CRG ) 

* Native born 

( k F 1-{i/C 



1952-*At a so cial iatherinc a small ~roup heard Dr. Eff ie Ellis a re 
side nt in Pediatri cs at the Provi lence Lyini-In Hospita l tell 
of the concer n of the whi te teachinc staff as to the future of 
Negro me ,!ca l stuj ents, their or portunitie s for 4:attini an ed
ucation an , the opr nine of white medica l schools to Negroes of 
hi&h scholastic stan dinc, the need of those who are out to aid 
another up the la 1der. She w as told of a Provi dence boy, pre
med at Howard University, on the Dean•s list for three years , 
who gradua t es this week and v.·ho might not be able to finance 
himself on account of the dr ain so far. She said"th a t is the 
kind of a stu ,ent who should be helpem and who a white schoo l 
want ed" . She wondered if we had 100 fr i ends who would give 
$10. 00, That is how the Greater Providence Gradua t e Schol ar 
ship committe e was former with tuition in fu l l for one year , 
f45 . 00 per month for nine months for this young man Tiith his 
family also contributilli • Re finished and is an internist in 
another ci t y , there bein& a balance of around $16 . 00 whi ch was 
&iven to the Provi.lence Ol-ban League for the Marcery Bland 
Schola~ship fund they were the caardians of . ( CRG Sec )encls 

1953- *Navy commander Reeves Ramsey Taylor was born in Providen ce , 
March 6, 1929, attended the el ementary schools here, Hope High , 
Brown University , §did not finish) s i nce he rec eived an appoint 
ment to the u. s . Naval Academy from Senat or Theodore Francis 
Green of R. I . , eneerin& in 1949 and craduatinc in 1953. He 
f l ew 56 Vietnam miss ions fr om the carrier Constellation then 
assigned to the Bureau of Naval Pers onel where he headed a 
minority officer recrui tine program, travelin& to 36 predomi
nantly Necro colleges . In 1967, navy commisi ons were &iven to 
47 Negr oes, over 100 in 1968. On ll-Mar - 70, he relieved Comm. 
Patrick E. o •Gara on board the N.A.S. , Al bany, Ga., takinc com
mand, (E. B. 3-23 - 70) . He holds the Navy•s Air Medal with two 
gold stars, t t.a t !tbtiaa SefvAse Medal with br onze star, and the 
Vietnam Service Medal. He is married to the former Gloria Beau-
bien and they have three sons. (PSJ 7-7-68) (CRG) 

1953- *Lt. wel ter S. Gladdin& Memorial Square was dedicated at the cor
ner of Olney and Camp Streets, July 16, 1953 with appropiate 
ceremonies attended by the American Legion and Veterans of Fo
reicn unit s. The principa l address was given by Dr. Carl R. 
Gross , chi l d welf are officer of Armstronc-Glad l inc Post, 69, 
American Legi on he also beini a member of the Dept .of R. I ., 
Child welf are Commi ttee ( P. J . 7- 17- 53 CRG ) 

1955-*Raymond T. Jl:lckson was born i n Provide nce, R. I ., December l l , 
1933, the son of Jlr . and Mrs, Raymond Ja ckson of Providen ce . 
He becan to study the or&an at the aee of nine, at 13, uas the 
orcanist a t the Macedonia AME Church on Colfax Stree t and a t 
15 he was orcanist anJ choir master at the Concd~n Stree t Bap-
ti s t Church, both of Providence, R. I. He att ended the ele men~ry sc 
ta r y s chool s here, graduatinc from Hope Hi &h in 1951 bein& cal-
led upon to direct in the absence of the Hope Rich di r ect or at 
various musi cal occassion s. He commuted from New York f or t wo 
years to be at concdon stree t for Sunday serv ic es. cont. p 38 
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The Michael Tillingb:lst house at 25-27 Beacon Ave. 

'For Poor and Destitute' ·,1 - ;L 3 - J 7 

Trustees Seek to SelJ 
Property lot Charity 

Michael Tillinghast, . an early it would cost so much it woulc:il 
Negro settler in' Providence, be ~ette: to sell the propert~. It 
lacked · the wealth of Ebenezer was estimated the sale _might 
Knight Dexter, but was imbued bring at least $1~,000 for mvest
with kindred spirit of charity. ment to produce mcome to carry 

In 1834, just 10 years after ol:t Mr. Tillinghast's charitable 
Mr. Dexter gave his Neck Farm wishes. 
to the city for an asylum, Mr. Mr. Tillinghast, who died in 
Tillinghast made a will giving 1841, in the will he made seven 
his two-story, wooden. residence years earlier, committed his soul 
at 25-27 Beacon Ave, in trust to "to Almighty God" and his body 
benefit "the poor and destitute "to the earth to be decently bur
colored people" of ProvidencE:, ied." Then, "as it respects my 

The city recently obtained worldly estate with which it has 
court permission to sell Dexter pleased Heaven to crown my in
Asylum and use the proceeds dustry," he specified that his 
to benefit poor residents. Today, real estate be placed in trust 
five women, serving as trustees for use of certain relatives, and 
of Michael Tillinghast's gift, hereafter for the benefit of poor 
asked the Superior Court for colored residents. 
permission to sell the old resi- The property, which may be 
dence and invest the proceeds more than l50 years old, has 
for continued charities to poor been producing gross rentals of 
colored. peop1e. less than .$800 annuall y. From 

The petition filed by Joseph G. what remains after taxes, costs 
Lecount ~s attorney . f?r the Continued on Page 20, Col. 3 
trustees said the old Tillmghast . • 
property needs repairs badly and Tillinghast 

-Jou rnal-Bulletin Photo 
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r . 
illinghast 

Continued 

of upkeep , insurance and other 
charges, the trustees have been 
hon.oring Mr. Tillinghast's mem
ory by donating sums to poor 
families, needy , students and 
even to such general charities 
as the Heart Fund. 

He stipulated in his will that 
in distributing annual income, 
the trustees "are hereby strict
ly enjoined not to let sectional 
and party prejudice or partial
ities interfere with or influence 
them in the discharge of their 
duties." 

The · petition, as in all such 
cases involving charitable 
trusts, is brought against the 
attorne y general as the Fepre 
sentative of the public interest. 
A hearing probably will be held 
early in the fall. 



D o 1954 C .R .Gross 
Thumb Nail Ske tches of the Negro in R. I. 

Mra . Amy Fenner Park •r born in Provid nc Nov . 5, 1807 . H r Daught r Mrs . Anna. E . Laing marri d Dr. Dani 1 IL.Bing, who was Minist r to Liberia and thftir two childr n, Joseph Laing and Cl m ntin Laing w r born in Morovia, Lib r ia . 

8 

FOUNDER OF THE BENIGN .. SOCIETY 
. . ' / .- . Mrs. Amy Fenner Parker, 90 · Years Old, and 

J 

' 
. J • . Its Only Surviving Charter Member • 
• 

live to pass the <:cnt1ry mark .. " 
1.'.!!":'. Parks,r \V:j;:l.i a.f~end t:ne mvf . '3al'y ex.ercise}'l in. i' c-1-· .hOlnOr ne::s;t: We nesday evening, •Nh~n the following :;_:;M 

irram will be rendered, beginning at '8· Po<:.m. by Mr. Charles H. West: ad- 1 '1resc1es..,h~ .. G-~ ~.ge '::'. 'Dawning of f"«wpo?l';. "8.lld Mr. ,vmiam Coleman ot I 
"ro·.r n u sity, I ''~~ ;;ommittee of arrange_ment1,1 cc,n~ I c,f Mrs, A. E, W ef;ley. chairman. 

J·een, l\!Irs. Boward, Mi01se!'I 1-fc~ 
E. V.'esleJ, Mrs. Purnell an( , ' <I 
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()~ ·n Providenc'? I may say it is so ]Jniver-cttY, d, perhaps, the o,ldest native r;;al tha in a lmost everything where at this city is Mrs. A:rriy 'Jf.tnner P~rk~J;" qu.ty; ca)lt,:p. she has qeen uppermost. He!' 125 Cushing s eet. On i :Nov. 5 li(r~ wbo1 lif l:l h,a s been full f act,loI). for Park~ wiij, atta.ip, her ninetieth birth- hur ch, societies and outside agenci es day and tl:\ff event will be celebrat ed in for gooQ. Today, although _ beyond the anticlpa.tio-n , by public exercises next sphere oI active labor, she lf:i still deepWednes..day evening- at B e th el A. M. E . ly interested in all movements designet'l church. At the ;:;~me time the Ladies' to uplift fallen humanity. Bel'l.ign society, which Mrs. Parker The Ladies Benign society, which she founded, will observe its fifty-second an- found ed, ha;:; recentl-y made her a -life 1 niversary. r. ember. This society is one of the rep- 1 Mrs. Parker was born in Providence, r s er:tative organizations. of the city Nbv. 5, 1807. Her father was an East ;...nd 1s strong in membership and wealth J Indian, her mother a mulla t o. She 18 "Mrs. Parker has be ~ 'c'::t" c cm-s.:-mtherefore , a quadroon. :rt is from hr ,r Christian, attending Bethel A. M. t-.';. mother however, that she derived mGst church, to which her husband, the late of the energy that has characteriz e{ fil er Ransom Pa.rk (jr, belonged, for the past life dnring nearly four score years 13.nd fifty years. Before she was married ten in this city. Only two years ha , sile J\irs. Parker professed another faith but. spent outside of the ,out like Ruth, she went with her husband's twentv-foui· v, cwas people. 
r · .l)rker "Three chadren were the issue of h ;-r 1 .,,rvty- marriage to .M. r. Pa .rk er: Mrs. Arma B. j 'f!ng. a Laing, widow o-f Dr. Laing; Mrs. C!em

d, Dr. entina S. P. Downing, first wif ) of Peter 
:e Con- v..r. Downlng of New York , and Francis 

We: J::ickson Pa .rker, who flied in childhqod. 
J;rs . "Her grandso . Jt ·::;e1 h Lriing-, na .J. 
~\ <1 t.Je~! 1 t'_p _pto.y (-. , f~e.r. ,:;· ~ d ~·: jg -~to r A:?~ .::-.: 

1 

d :y, for y .ears. .Hf.'r grand children n.nd. j 
ed gr ea t grandch:ldrPn are not numer ,-..us. j e- "They have resicl l1 with their mother 

and gra,ndmother in the house MT. 
,. e rl r a, ·k er b 1.1Ut o, ·er u score of y ears ago 

g on Cushing st e • J 
;;:, I "Mrs. Park er has lived 011 the street 
bf j over sixty years. She 1!" ~ till in govu 
,,f h'e-air h, :oews, reads and wrttcs and visits . j her tr· ,, ,1d on foot. n,c-, a:ninr;- to 11!'1~ ~r."' 
~ 

1

. street c, •;:, 8hf tn:n.i:::: i::hE: may ye 
. live to pass the r;t:nh1ry mark.:" 
~ ~.fr-:-. ParkE.r \"fi;}.t <\ Li; t:!lld tfte nivu 

~arv exercises !11 i ~,.· . e~ ea: ~esday evening, when the following 11 M 
gram will be rendered, beginning at '8: 
Po em, by Mr. Charles H. West: n.d- 1 
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widely recognized. Mr. Downing was a great fighter for human 
rights in the public schools of Newport and he was also among the 
sixteen men who made up the deficiency of the Touro Bequest and 
bought Touro Park ' for our city. By the way, the original layout and 

planting in that park was done by a black landscape artist, Mr. Rice. 
Another distinguished man was Rev. M.A. Van Horne from the 

Union Congregational Church. He led the city for many years in 

civil rights and served in our legislature for three terms. In '97 he 
was made consul to the Danish West Indies by President McKinley, 
a very wise move for through him the coal of those islands was pur

chased for the United States and prevented from falling into Span
ish hands during the war for Cuba in 1898. We could continue ad 
infinitum. The service of the black man is the service of other Ameri
cans: equal, no better and certainl y no worse. What should Newport 

do about it? 
In our city ther e exists one building and one building only 

which bears the stamp of the period of the Civil W ar, that war 
which freed the black man as is so well demonstrated by our Civil 
War monument in front of the Presbyt erian Church where white 
man and black man stand forev er on guard. This building is, at 

present, the Mt. Zion A.M.E. Church opposite the Hot el Viking and 
directly next to the Jewish Cemetery. The use of this building , if it 
could be secured, would provide a center for the collections and 

records of which we speak. It is dir ectly in geographical association 
with the Redwood Library , which already ha s some useful docu
ments and with the Newport Historical Society just down the street. 

Its pastor and its trustees and its congregation have shown a con
tinuing interest in black histor y and in the mainten ance of proper 
pride for black accomplishment in our area. If an arran gement could 
be made possibl e, this inter esting buildin g could be restored to the 

1850 form, a type of architecture unique in this area. It need not 
cease its function as a hous e of religion ; it need not cease its function 
as a center of civic and charitable work but it could become a hall 
for expression of black historic values and it could become a shrine 
where these things might be preserved . 

We are asking the people of Newport - are they interested in 
doing such a thing? We are asking the church of Mt. Zion - are 
they interested in doing such a thing? And we are asking all people 

of good will everywhere - is it not tim e such a thing wer e done? 
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Newport and Rhode Island have played a very important part 
in the development of the black man as a citizen of the United 
States. From the earliest days, there have been black men going 
seafaring from Newport. They were sailors, not slaves, and later 
they were farmers and recognized citizens of the community. In 
1652, the State of Rhode Island forbade the existence of slavery 
within its borders but the law~ of . England were to prevail and 
Newport knew slavery for many years. In 1673, however, some in
terest was taken in the position of the slave and it was required that 
slaves should not work on Sunday. 

Going through the Colonial records book by book and year by 
year, we find innumerable mentions of vital sections of the black 
history of the United States. Yet Newport today has no single treas
ury where these may be found and studied nor has the State of 
Rhode Island such a deposit. That some such gathering be made 
soon is imperative unless valuable material now available and now, 
a]as, fading and facing the erosion of time is preserved. 

It has been suggested that some suitable spot might be found 
in Newport where this preservation and gathering might be made. 
We a;re summoning people of good will from this city and this state 
to assist us in the undertaking so described. 

Interesting as has been the history of Colonial Newport, it 
would be very sadly lacking without this significant black chapter. 
Our graveyards contain valuable evidence of the high regard in 
which these slaves were held. The names Cuffee, Cudjoe and others 
betray the African origin of these people. These are the Guinea 
Coast names of the days of the week and men from those regions 
always took the name of their birth day as their first and known 
usual name. Thus the famous Friday of Robinson Crusoe was no 
accident and was perfectly understood by the people of Defoe's day. 

When the Revolution came, the part of black men was not 
slight. Interesting memoirs show their early participation with the 
colonists' cause and, above all in the actual fighting, the black regi
ment of Colonel Christopher Green has a memory still living in the 
minds of those who know the importance of each Revolutionary 
contest. In the battle ,of R}:iode !~land, these men stood at the turn
ing point of the entire action, twice facing and defeating the attack 
of the skilled Hessian troops. Where they stood that day, the state 
ah-eady is honoring with a park and a flag staff. The men who fought 
there remained in the army and the payment of pension to them 
throughout their lives is a matter of record of the State of Rhode 
Island. 

With the coming of the end of the war came the end of slavery 
in Rhode Island. Originally preached by the Friends who allowed 
no slave owner to be a member of their meeting, Rhode Island abol
ished slavery by stating no one could be brought a slave, no one 
could be born a slave and no one could be sold a slave in its state. 
This left some in slavery but the institution was dead. Indeed, when 
it came time to join the Constitution, one of the main reasons that 
Rhode Island did not accede to the original draft was because it 
allowed slavery. The man making this noble appeal to right and 
humanity was none other than Major Barton who had distinguished 
himself by the capture of General Prescott with the assistance of a 
black man in 1777. 

The new century brought to Newport the formation of a group 
determined to return to Africa, their native land. The records of this 
group are extant and form fascinating reading, too little available 
to the passerby. Taking part in the colonization that became Liberia, 
these men suffered the hardships of the opening of a pioneer colony 
and some of them came into contact with a great N ewporter who 
was responsible in no small measure for the cessation of the slave 
trade. We refer to Matthew Perry, the Commodore who opened the 
gates of Japan. Perry, early in his career, served on the coast of 
Africa and his vigorous work bettering the condition of those on the 
Coast is commemorated on his monument in Touro Park. 

The education of the black man was not neglected and as early 
as 1763, the Rector of Trinity Church, the Reverend Marmaduke 
Browne, started a school exclusively for black children. It was fi
nanced by the church and did work among these people. It was 
continued by Mrs. Brett whose husband was the famous surgeon, 
John Brett. This early initiation of education was matched by the 
very early establishment of churches among the black people of the 
community and several churches were founded, each of which has 
its own records and its own remarkable history. In the list of these 
is the Mt. Zion Church of which more later. The first known black 
graduate from the high schools of Newport was in 1877. She went 
on to teach in the normal schools in Jefferson City, Missouri and 
was widely recognized for her accomplishments. 

George T. Downing, born in 1819, the son of a slave, was one 
of the leading men of this city, managing the famous Sea Girt Hotel 
where Downing Block now is. It is remarkable that he was a close 
friend of Frederick Douglass and Charles Sumner. Sumner was the 
leader whose foresight might well have prevented much of the un
rest we have today had his intelligence and his humanity been more 
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