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1652- In May of 1652 it was enacted by the General As:zembly‘- ""here-

1717~

1730~

1755«

1746-

as there 1s a cemmeon course practiced among Englishmen te buy
negars se thot they may have them for service or slaves fore-
ever; for the preventing of such practice among us, let it be
erdered that ne black mankind er white, belng ferced by cove-
nant, bond er etherwise, te serve any man er his assighnes,
lénger than ten yeurs or until they bee twenty four years ef
age, If they bee gaken in under fourteen, from the time of
comings within the liberties of the Celonie and at the end of
ten years te set them free as in the maner of English servants.
And that man that will net let them ge free or shall sell them

away te others for a long time hee or they shall ferfeit to the Col

the Colonis feorty pounds.®

This legislatien was the first pesitive declaration against
slavery by any ef the Coloniles, but

Histerians accept May of 1696 as the intréductien ef slavery
inte Rhede Island when the first carge ef slaves reached New=-
pert, R, I., on the brig Seaflewer. Part were unloaded and
the rest sailed next day fer Beston, Mass.

More than 25 distilléeies made rum in Newport and a slaver
praid 115 gallems for & healthy male, 95 for & female.

Mere than 184 ships made Newpert their heme port and by 1780,
Newport beceame the chief slave market in America, Bristel se-
cond, Charleston, third.

There were several slave merkets in Newport, one 2t the core
ner of Mill and Spring Streets which was torn down in 1870,
another at North Baptist and Themes Streets. If they became
evercrewded or sales became slow, they were Eept at Gravelly
Point, new the ecity deck until times were better. CAB-WTH, ¥

A tax of three pa\inds was levied on the sale of each slave
to help pave the streets on Newport, repealed in 1733, WPHF

The earliest census in Providened shewed 3700 whites and
128 Negroes. RJD

The population of Rhede Island was 71936, 1648 Negroes and
935 Indians. RJD

NeBpert Gardmer (Occramer Marycoo) L746-1826
His parents hearing of the great epprertunities in America,

entrusted their son,tdge 14 te a white ship's captain te
bring to America to galn an educatisn but instead was sold

_ to Captain Caleb Gardner, @& sympathetie persen.

Mrs. Gardner helped teach him Englisk, made it pessible for
him te have music lessons alse one eof her friends taught

him French.

After six months he surpassed his music teacher, maintalned
& room on High Sgreet giving lessons to the leading familles.
He took a women of colour to be his wife, had children and

& heme of his own en Pepe Street.

GRO
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1748~ Newport Gardner continued

Gardner, a very religious man came under the influence of Rev.
Dr. Hopkins, pastor of the First Congregational Church in New-
port whe lis®ened to his dreams.

In 1791, he amdwnine others bought a lottery ticket which hel-
ped finaneially, winning $2000,00

His moster hearing his prayers and hopes, finally gave freedom
to him, his wife and children.

The funds of the African Colonization Society had lncreased 8o
that Gardner with 23 others left Newport to join with others
in Boston, erriving there December 13, 1825,

In a short time the old Park Street ifeeting House was organiz-
ed with Salmar Bubia and Newport Gardner, deacons, & large at-
tendance. A sizable collection of money, books, tools, a print-
ing press, food, etec., was raised for the voyage.

The brig "Vine" left Boston, January 4, 1826, reached Liberie,
February 6, 1826 but Gardner and his chlef lisatenant, Salmer
Nubla fell victom to African fever, dying soon after arriving.
gardner's interest was in religiom, sacred music, help to his
people, his freedom and to return to his home-land,

At the age of 50, he composed many anthems$, the most famous of
which was called "Promise", published in Boston and sung in
many Negro churches.

The only known eopy in existance was in the hands of the widow
of Dr. M. Alonza Van Horne,(1932) CAB

“One of the most remarkable men, black or white, the State has
known." (Eve Bul Feb 1, 1935 "These »lantations" J.E. Clauson.

1758- PATIENCE BORDEN, 1768-1811

Petience Borden, & free woman of colour was pgobably the FIRST
NEGRO PELJ PTFHCPI%T left a will dated Merch 19, 1811, after
leaving dertain bequesta..."with the rest and resxdue (inelu~
ding one share of the Roger Willlams Bank) &s a fund, the im-
terest of which was to be applied for the relief of indigent
persons (colour) who shall be members of the First Baptist
Church. Nathan Waterman was ramed executator with power to ap-
point a successor or in case of his failure to do so, the
First Baptist Church was tc appoint one."

A grave stone bearing the following is in Nerth Burial Ground,
wpatlience Borden, com:uonly called Sterry, & free woman of col-
our and a2 humble diseiple of Christ, She gave to the Flrst Bap-
tist Church in this town of which she wes a member, 230 dole-
lars as a fund for the relief of the poor of colour of that
chureh, .She died April 1, 1811 in the 53rd year of her age."
(Rhode Island History, Winter 1869, page 26¢ Written by C.W.
Farnham, F.A.S.G. C.R.)

1760~ The last slave to die in Rhode Island was JA
Jamestown, R. I.,, Jenuary 3, 1860. Eve Bul

UES BUFFUM of
Feb 1, 1965 JEC
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1763~ The First School for Colored Children was opened by the Rev.
Maemaduke Browng rector of Trinity Church, October,of 1763
at the cormer of Division and Mary Streets, Newport, R, I.
Girls were given the rudiments of education and domestic
arts while the boys received class-room work and were appremrbic:
ticed to blacksmiths, carpenters, coopers ete,
Battle montions in his booklet that Neptune Thurston, a slave
and cooper by trade, gave Gilbert Stuart, his first lessons
in painting.
Upon the death of Rev. Browne, the school was carried on by
Mrs. Mary G. Prett until the outbreak of the Revélution. The
izhai%goas re-opemed in 1785, closing upon her death, Appil
'] Ve S
Again it was re-opened under the auspices of the African Be-
nevolent Society with Newpeet Gardner, teacher im charge on
October 10, 1808, The soclety was orgenized for the sole pur-
pose of maintaining & scheol for colored children, & Consti-
tution adopted calling for a set of officers, & beard of di-
yectors of nine members, five of whom shall be colored,
Newport Gardner wes elected President and Isaac Rice, Secre-
tary. The school charged a fee of fifty cents yearly,
The school went on with varying success until the City of
Nevport took over the education in 1842, CAB

1770~ Rev. Hopkins of the First Congregational Church had owned
slaves but upon going down to the wharves, saw conditions
which caused him to preach from his pulpit, strongly zgoinst
slavery.
It was so effective that the members of his church VOTED TO

N EXCLUDE ALL MEMBERS THAT WERE SLAVE HOLDERS. In this he was

aided by the Episcopaliana and . uwakers.
Rev. Hopkinsg was the father of the idea of c¢ivilizing and
Christaining Africans and Tfor sending them back te Africs
&8s missionmaries. The first African Cclonization Soclety was
the out-growth of his idea, CAB

1778« In February of 1778, the General Assembly of Rhode Island
voted and reselved, "That every able bodlied Negreo, mulatto
or Indian slave in this State may enlist to enter either of
two battdlions to serve during the continuance of the war
with Great Britain, that every slave so enlisted shall be
entitled to receive all bounties, wages and encouragements
allowed by the Continental Congress to any soldier enlisted
in the service." 5
1t i3 further voted amd reselved, that every s:ilder 1s°t en-
listing shall upon gsing muster before Colonel Christo-
pher Gi:eene, bepimmggiately dlscharged from his naster or
mistress and shell be absolutely free &s thoigh he had nev-
er been encumbered with any kind.of servitude or slavery
and in case sueh slave shall, by sickness ot otherwise be

unable to maintain himself, he shallAr‘?aa :ﬁ%ﬂ’fé’é‘s"eé’léé’esth&g/

tress,.s
Sé;ggx? 'dé‘é?u?a&jﬁ’ymfg# e{‘hgrprmggeg' y of thelr owner, ﬁnmpensy/-
ought to be made for the loss of their servicges.
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1778- Continued

"It was further voted and resolved, That there be allowed and
paid by this state to the owners for every slave enlisting,

a sum according to his worth, a price not exceeding one hun-
dred and twenty pounds for the most valuable slave and in pro-
tion for a slave of less velue. Provided, the owner shall de-
liver to the officer who shall enlist him, the clothes of said
slave or otherwise he shall not be entitled to sizd sum."
These regiments created by the General Assembly were the first
in the history of the Nation to be received and accepted into .
the armed services of the country on terms of equality with
other soldiers. CAB

1778-The first major contributicn of the Negro to the State of R. I.
was the Tormation of the first Negro regiment in Ameriea which
fought so bravely in the Battle of Rhode Islund, August 29,

1778 at Portsmouth, R, I.

These men both slaves and free more than proved their fighting
ability, withstanding the Hessians and taking a toll of five
for every man they lost.

The Hessian officer refused to lead them the next day for fear
of his life and asked to be transferred.

After this battle, Colonel Greene's regiment was sent South rer-
dering further service to the new nation and following its lead-
er was wiped out to a man in the Battle of Point Bridge, N. Y.,
May 13, 1781,

In August of 1928, the 150th amniversary of the Battle of Rhode
Island was celebrated and a suggestion was made that the State
honor in stone or bronze the memory of Colonel Greene's regi-
ment.

Mr. Oliver C. Burtonm, Jr., of the Newport chapter of the NAACP
had promised Charles A. Battle that he would work to help es-
tablish such a memorial, enlisting the help of Senetor frich

A. 0O'Day Taylor of Newport.

Fipnally on July 4, 1967, a site at Barker's Bridge was dedica-
ted with appropiate ceremcnies with representatives of the State,
Newport chapter NAACP, efficials of Portsmouth, veterans organi-
gatlons and the generel publie. CAB Eve Bul 7-5-67 & 8-30-68,

1779-The General Assembly passed an Act in 1779, prohibiting the sale
of slaves to parties outside the State aginst their will unless
sddd slave proved to be & person of bad character. CAB

1780-A meeting held at the residence of Abraham Cesey of Levin Street
November 10, 1780 was to conslder the present condition of the
Negro and their possible future.

Subsequent meetings were held in the 0ld Fourth Baptist heting
House, one of the important considerations was the adoption of
a Constitution also a motion,"%e raise a sum of money in such a
way as may be thought best to purchase four books for record,
oere for births, one for marriages, one for deaths and one for
other important records.”
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1780~ Continued

Vital statistdes of Negroes were not faithfully kept until
after the Civil War so these books show some of the written
history of the past. Another wise provision was leaving this
material in the possesion of the Union Congregational Church
Which when 1% merged in 1964 with the Uhited Congregational
Church, they beezme the pessesors of this valuable material.
J'D & CAB

1783~ IS THERE AN OILDER NEGRO CHURCH? J.E.Clauson,Eve Bul 2-1-35
It was at the home ef Newport Gardner on High Street thhit
the Union Congregational Church was hatched ot the organism
out of which the Congregational Chureh has grown." Some mem-
bers of the Africen Union Society met assuming a religious
nature, follewed by meeting in other members homes.

Inspired by the Africsn Urion Meeting House and School House
Soclety, formed in Providence in 1819, twelve men met at New-
port Gardner's house on Januery 6, 1824, again on February
24, 1824 and established the Colored Union Church and Seocie-
ty, electing Newport Gardner and Shadrack Hewkins, deacons,
the Rev. ¥r. Patten, (white) treasurer, Ahama Garéner clerk.
Isaac¢ Rice, Turnbridge Hammond and Ishmael Fayerweather were
appointed to find a 3btg. They purchased a lot, L00x60 at
the corner of Church and Division Streets and on this site
was built the first COLORED CHURCH on the Island of Rhode
Island which was dedicated on June 23, 1824.

They called their first pastor, Rev. Jacob C. Perryof Narra-
gansett who served from 1826 to 1845, Qut-growing their quar-
ters in 1835 they acquired the Fouth Baptist EDbeldhg House,
caléed the "0ld Salt Box", having services there, February
1836,

Rev. Luke "aldron, 1845-1852, also from Narragansett was the
next pastor, under him the church was incoporated under the
laws of Rhode Island. N

Charles W, Gardner, 1852-1858, he stressed the importance of
the Sinday Schoocl.

Under Benjamin Lynch, 1858-1863, the church lost its commun=
ity aspect and in 1859 became an orthodox Congregational
Church being recchized by a council, March 29, 1859. In the
fall it was re-incoporated as the Union Congregagional Chureh.
He resigned to become & chaplain in a newly formed Negro re-
giment in the Civil war,

Rev. Samuel Harrison came in 1863 and resigned in 1866,

Rev. Malon A, Van Horne, 1868-1897. Called as acting pastor in Septe
in September of 1868, made permengnt in January of 1869. He
was a member of the first class to graduate frem Lincoln
Unlversity in oxford, Pa. The church grew emormously under
his 29 years as pastor. In 1871 the church was demolished
with work on the new edifice commenced in May, the eorner=-
stone laid June 15, 1871 and the new chuech dedicated in Oe-
tober following. He resigned in 1887 to accept an appoint-
ment by President MeKinley as U. S. Counsel to St. Thomas,
D.W.I.
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1Igi-
1784~

1764
1787~

1791~

1798~

Union Congregational Church cortinued

Other ministers to follow were Rev. Byron U, Gunner, Rev E, F,

Barrows, Rev. Harold M. Kingsley, Rev. Clifford L. Miller, the

ablest financier, the church was heavily mortgaged when he

came in 1813 but when he left in 1917 every debt had been re-

moved and many improvements made and paid for. Rev A. T. Peé

ters wes the scholar, Lincoln University, Yale School of Reli-

glon, a PhRD Brown University, LL.D of Cambridge College, he

came in 1917 and many others. CAR el

RTReq whith fuuaht in & Fovr i pok o T, Bekle o Poink Buidqe , WY 97/3-3/

An Act passed in 1784 provided that rnall cgildren born after

March 1, 1784 were to be free, their support ani education to

be provided by the yowns in which they resided. This Act was

%zter amended te put “28 fosg of rearing a child upon the moth %
er's owner. i \ WA A

oKly [EiherTr Tycs llegate It Vrnoifor 72:}73 Bic Cupele NoRar D Z

An Act psssed iIn 1787, under its provisions, the slave trade

in the State was abolished as well as trading with the West Indies

Indies. A fine of 100 poumnds for every person imported and

1000 pounds for each ship engaged in this traffie. CAB

A call was sent out by Newport Gardmer to the members of the

African Unlon Society for a "Slaves Thenksgiving Serviee,

April 28, 1791.

The last of these services was held in April, 1824 in the

Fourth Baptist Meeting House and the Sermon was preachdd by

Professor William Gammell of Brown University.

The original Thanksgiving Proclamation were in the possesion
of the Unlon Congregational Church &5 well a3 other Colonial

records of Negroes.

In 1964 this church merged with the United Congregational
ghurch of Newport, the records passing on to themcggr pester-
ty.

Isaae A, Rice was born ih Narragansett in 1792 and died in
Newport in 1866, a free man.

He was brought to Newport in his early life, embraced reli-
gion, belonged to the First Congregational Church, later one
of the charter members of the Ublore@obptepathumsh 2nd gave
it its first orgen, and wes its clerk.

A gardner by trade, he worked for some of the leading fami-
lies of Newport ®nd while working for Governor Gibbs, he
plahted the trees in Toure Park.

He was a great worker in the anti-slavery cause forming the
acquainance of Frederick Douglass after his escape from the
South to New Bedford, a life long friendship.

His home was the station of the Underground Railway in New=-
port at the corner of Willlam and Thomas Streets,(s4: il iw yanily /47)
later in his years he was in the catering buisness with a
fashionable establishment on Cotton Court and he and Downing
were the caterers for the reunion of the sons and daughters
of Newport in 1859. BB
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1795- The African Freedman's Soclety which later developed inte Beth-

et

17471

l7€|7

el AM.E.Church was founded and established in Rhede Island ex-
actly 100 years before the incorptzr:tion of Bethel,iffulfénd$39,.
In 1795 it was a free mission,and in May of 1800, it joined
with four other Bethel Wethedist bodies:- (Mother) Rethel 1n
Philadelphia, Bethsl in Baltimore, Bethel in New York and Eman=-
uel in Charleston, S. C.
It was the only organization wholey owned,¥}¥@ oporated and econ=
gzl:oleg by the Amerlcar Negre, The Afrlean Methodist Fpiscopal
urceh,
They met in homes, the old Queker Meeting House on North #2in
Street, a tenement 2t Thayer and Cushing.Streets. In 1820 they
purchesed 8 lot at 193 Meeting Street luter building & church

“of logs which was set afire by Indiens and destroyed.

o

Q/JIWQMQI;Mc’j% WMM :

The cormerstone of a larger chureh was lafd June 22, 186%F, com-
pleted in 1866, the members fireéncing it themselves, owing no-
thing.A(Tolg +Lo me by Mrs., Florence West ¥ard, the oldest 1i-
ving member,rdsiding at the Bannister House, Providence, ¥..I.
The red brick church had a large auditorium, pulpit, cheoir loft
and organ with a gallery in the rear. The first floor contained
the Sunday Scliool room, kindergarden room, pastor's study and
kitchen. g

In the basement was the furnace, storsge room and a sub-cellap
it was a station of the umnderground railway. (see history in
the 16lst Anniversary program of October 21, 1956,)

The church weathered the financial sterms very well until the
early 30ths when & mortgage was obtalned te buy & parsonage on
Lippitt Street. Ther the depression came, loosing the house
leaving the church with a $5000,00 debt.

In September of 1838, fiveteen persoms led by Damiel Merse and
Ichabod Northup met and organized and in 1839 incoperated as
Bethel Africam Methodist Church of Providencs, R. 1.
Kumerically and financially the church dwindled and in August
of 1961 it was sold teo Brown University for $50,000.00. With
this money they purchased a church edifiee and parsonage on
lower Rochambeau Avenue where they are new, continulng their
religious life.

The Rev. Jabez P, Campbell was the first pastor and others at
the pleasure of the Bishop and Presiding Elder were:- Revs.
Hansberry, Griffith, John F. Robinson, J. B, lacey, J. Jullan
Jenkins, Leo Pottinger, Perks, C. C, Dunlap, Childers, Bowser,
w, 8, Crawford, Newby, Marian F., Sydes, P. G. MoorepBrowne, C.
B. Barrows, W, J. Ieww, George Rue, M. H. Burley, W. E. Thomas,
8r., W, H. Thomas, Jr., Cole, Mills, Jennefer, George J. Rich-
ardson, 51, W, Y. D, Delaney, Richerd A, Hilderbrant, IaCelle
wWatis, 56, Yearwood, Guillins, Memilton, Jamss Campbell, Sr.,
Flijzh Collins, Leapard F, Maxwell, 68, T. C, Walker, 65, U.
George Blake, 66, Young std supply, Theedore E. loran, std.
suprly, 20, N. C. ¥, Cannom, 1841, Eli N. Hall, 1844, Henry
Johnson, 1848, James D. Hall, 1853 and Lewis, 1858.

Bibleogoaphy .. . see other dide
Shirarn /41/70 heg, Sz a i PO et e :
& ),u“/dfet,‘j “7()444“ e Mﬁ»md71q ==
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Bibleography:
Early history of the Negre in Providence, R. I. William J. Brewn

Notes on Negro churched im Rhode Island by Mrs. Ulysses T. Carter,
Sr., and Mrs. Beverly Tinsley.

Notes and clippings by Carl R, Gross, M, D.

Told to me by Mrs. Florence West Ward, the oldest living member of
the church living in the Bannister Housc. 45 East Transit Street,
Providenceé, R,.I. 1970, CRG

Church history told to me by Mrs. London S, Hines, the sncond old-
est living member,

L kit

161st Anniversary Program, October 21, 1956, given to me by m.
Jemes West Cress, another of the older living members. It give en
interesting history of the church.

Compiled and edited by Carl R, Gress, M, D. Providence, R. I, 1870



f page 8

1808~ Rhede gsland General Assembly abolished slavery in thakstato.
gl

1808- School for colored chldren which was started bgmev. Marmaduke
Browne in 1763, reopened with Newport Cardner as teacher. CAB

Heggf, VELG fly bgrde ) A
st 18 George Henry, 181€-1900 was born a slave ir Virginia in 1818 19
. of slave parents, spending his early years on a plantatien.
: ot being satisfied with farm life, he left going to sea as a
{ewclW4w  cook on 8 coastal schooner, the Llevelyn which was engaged in

w1 running lumber from Virginie to Baltimore, aecquiring a good
Z,’Wﬁ‘M knewledge in grading lumber, so much se that when the acque-
%W duect was bullt acress the Georgetown river, the seclection of
il . all piles was left to him entirely.
ok A on nhis last trip as skipper he left the ship in Baltomere,
f;m/ M going to Philadelphia, then on to Providemée in 1847. He soon
1% efound a position on & vessel plying between Providence and
5 My 2 New Yeork, finally leaving the sea to follow other pursuits.
g V7 i‘”’» He became Sexton of St. Stephen's Fpiscopal Church here for
U a0 26 years, where he became a member,
4 In 1855, he with Ceorge Downing end Jefferson iniated and
maintained a long fight which lasted 1l years teo desegregete
| the public scheols in Rhede Island, ending in 1866.
i In 1872, he was the first Negro to serve on & Rhede Island
bi‘; J0nwy. manch 7, 4577
S N On the repeal of the inter-marriage laws &which John F. Teby,

N Chr of ‘the House Judiclary Coumittee oprésed, NMr Henry worke
I‘S ed hard on acceunt of his stand and remerks to defeat Toby
1 in three succesive electiens with help from eother Negroes,
A few years later he 18d an assunlt on the Metropelitan Life
Insurance, foreing them to give somewhat near equal benifits
to colored people.
He was assoclated with the Young Men's Friendly Assitant So-
Y3 W~  ciety, the Franklin Lyceum, the Union League, the Park Assee
3 clation and one of the foumders of the Burnside National W
H Guards.
In 1894, he presented Ives Post, Neo, 13, G.A.R,., Department

=0 52 of Rhode Island an immense volume, designed to contain per-

sonal war sketches at a cost of $l00.00, A personal sketch

GRE Y of the doner, compiled and written by William A, Heathman,
N} % B8q., Gn August 4, 1894, Vr. Heathman was post historiah.
é He was one of the wealthiest Negroes in the State in his

Church of twe stained glass windows. In 1825, he presented

5 time, moking charitable donations %o Winter Street AME Zion
his entire Library of valuable rare books on the history of

the race during the first half of the century, the entire

™ works ef Cherles Sumner, oll paintings of John Brewn, Sum=-
§ ner, L'Overture, himself and others, te Livingston Cellege.

N This gift is among, if not the best that Livingston has ever
received from & member of our Xrace.

I close with his own words, "Let us give glory te God on
high and peace on esrth to men, My country, my flag and the
E\ Republican party end its princtpals, first, last and forever."
=

wiliiam A. Heathman Esq., Providence Evening Bulletin, 1afi4
vary 24, 1800, compiled by Carl R. Gress, M. D. 1970
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George T, Dewning was born in New York city, December 30, 1819,
he attended the public scheols there with Henry Garmett, Dr. Cro
Crummell and Pref. Reason, men of great quality.

Early in life he became involved im the rights ef the people,
was a agent of the Under Ground Railroad, helped to spirit away
"Little Henry" who had been placed in Jail in New York, was are
rested but the matter was ¢ompromised with the value of the

. slave paid.

N He was one of the committee of 13 erganized at the time of en=-

actment of the Fugitive Slave law.

Q{ He fought to abolish the property quslification eof New York,

N that eolored people had to ewn /260,00 worthk of real estate.
Sﬂia father had carried on & large eggter buisness for 40 years
¢ on Broad Street in New York se it is fair to assume his son

N George would follew ewtablished in buisness in 1842. later at
690 Broadway under the nsme of Gecrge T. Dewning, Confecticner
and Caterer, catering to the elite of the city.
Some of them induced him te open a summer buisness in Newport,
R, I., in 1849 he bought a Bellevue Avenue estate in which the
§ tnited states Naval Academy was located for several years.

G

i Teer e oy
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In 1850 he moved to Providence where he opened & catering buis-
ness on Matherson Street near Westminster, after twe years he
v~ moved to Benefit Street near College Street, catering te the
«~ summer colonists in Newport, alsec.
~J ¥r, Downing helped to form éever&l colored regiments and on a
g\i:rlp to washington in connection with enlistments, Congress-

e a0
e

by, coo.oa;

man Dixon of Rhode Island persuaded him te take over the House
esturant, staying there for twelve years then coming back te
Newport continuing his buisness until he retired in 1879.
While in Washington he made mwany friends of the figues in the
politieal world, through the help of Charles Sumner he secured
g equal right for his peeple on the Baltimore and Ohilo Railread.
~ Mainly through his effords, Rhede Island public schools were
desegregated. +he basi
He was the only Regro,among sixteen who contributed toward the
purchase of Touro Park in Newport where the old stone mill,is,
his name'’on the seroll commemorating a gracious gift.
He died “July 7, 1903 in Newport, leaving three sons and three
daughters.
*1f a long life of usefulness and honer can make a man's name
great, certainly ne one has a nigher claim than the one who
heads thid sketch.®
Evenlng Bulletin 7~-22-03; Biography of George Thomas Dewning,
by 8.4, M. Weshington, Milne Press, Newport, R. I.
Cempiled by Carl R. Gress, M. D. Providence, R, I. 1270,

Wocivari- Cooe o O é)/é doe c0 5 \fm&‘
M—yv-——7 e

_,1,0-17

,ﬁ&/tw

If%/

(

1819~ The African Union Meeting House and Scheol House Soclety.

Colored people attended different white churches, the largest
rumber &t the First Baptist Meeting House in Amerieca, wanting
one of their own @ special committee was formed toe see Noses
Brown, 8 Quaker , some had been in his service. After heerin
their plea he seid, "I have always wanted to help the colore
people.......Now go seek ye out & lot suitable for your pur-
prose and I will pay for it",



1819~

1820~

1824~

1826«
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continued

The colored people had raised $500.00, the deed had been drawn
up on April, 11, 1819, submitted and correxted by Moses Brown
who sigred it May 14, 1819. i
In April work begen and by December the first fleor room, 50-
40-30 was raised and covered. The work stopped to begin agdin
in May, 1820, the roof and school room were finished,

On the first Sunday in June, 1820 the first worship was held,
the elapboards and exterier were finished in 1821 with the
white friends furnishing the pews and paint. The pews held
four persons and sold for $20.00, the first one sold going te
the highest bidder, the sale being held September 1, 1821,
only Negrees allowed to own pews, 48 pews and 158 free seats,
Pew 21 for white strangers, pew 28 for the minister and 'school
teacher, pews 1l to 14 and35 to 38 were free unless the need
to gell for expemses. Only pew holders could vote, one pew, one
one vote, men only on financial matters.

A mipister was hired annualy with the builsness of thessctdsyy
transacted quarterly at 3 P. M., the first Wensday in May,
Auvgust, November and February.

It was to be of no particular denomination according to Moses
Brown's wish with pasteors from the white churches serving, the
oldest opening and the youngest closing the serviwe.

The early life of the Negre in Providence by William J. Brown
Noteg on Negre Churches in Rhede Islamd by Mrs. Ulysses T.
Carter, Sr., and M¥rs. Beverly Tinsley.

Compiled by Carl R, Gress, M. D., Providence, R. I. 1970.

see file on Negre Churches.

About 1820 a2 school for colored children was opened on Middle

Street, Providence, one of the teachers being Miss Gane, daugh-

ter of Rev. Gane of the First Baptist Meeting House in America.
Book by William J. Brown

The First Negre church building on the Island of Rhode Island
wags by the Celored Unien Church and Séciety on a lot, 100x60
&t the corner of Church and Divisicn Streets, Newport, R. I.,
dedicated June 23, 1824. CAB

Benjamin J. Burtem was born in Darien, Conn., July 3, 1826,
coming to Newport, R. I., in 1845 where he died October 6, 1885.
In 1849, durirg the gold rush, he went to California where he
worked side by side with & Mr. Flood who later became & New Yerk
banker.

Returning to Newport he became a teamster accumulating a sum of
money, laubching an express bulsness under very trying circum-
stances, i.e., his harnesses were slashed, his team damaged but
under these hardships he manasged to survive.

He was the first citizen to introduce and operate busses on
Beglevue Avenue an ater en Broadway in Newport. CAB
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1819~ The African Union Meeting House Society continued from page 10
The colored people made great preparations to celebrate at the
dedication of the church at Hodge Congdon's house. Young men
had drilled having formed & military company under the command
of Colonel George Barrett, a black man well posted in military
tactles through asseciation with British officers.

The Quakers were to be met at their church but when they saw a
band and a military company, they refused to meérch end went by
themselves, leaving 1t to the African socleties to march te
the church. In deference to the Quakers, the militery company
had to stack arms outside. William J. Brewn book, 1883

page l0a
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1828- Edward Mitchell Bannister was borm in St. Andrews, New Bruns-
wick in November, 1828, the son of Fdward and Famnah Alexander.
He died in Providence in 1501 while attending an evening ser-
vice at the Elmwood Avenue Baptist Church. (died Jan.9,1901)

As a young boy he shipped on vessells plying the coastal trade
later making Beston, Mass., his home. While there he attended
the Lowell Institute alsec studing under Dr. Rimmer an anatemist.
He married Christina Cartreaux, a Narragansett Indien from North
Kingsteon, R. I., &bout 1856 or 1856. She was & wig meker and hair-
dresser and in the early 70's they meved tomProvidence, R. I.
Around 1878, Whitaker, Ststson and Bannister met in his studie
in the Weods building, 2 College Hill discussing plans for mu=
tual benefit and out of these came the Providence Art Club with
James Sullivan Lincoln, the first president and the first signer
of the document forming the club, Bannister the second signer
followed by Whitaker, Stetson and others. It is very sigfificant
he was the only Negre member out of some Negre artists here whe
night have qualified, (Founded on February 18, 1880)

His first efforts were scriptual scenes later to pastorial ones,
"Under the 0Naks” won a majer award at the Centennial Exposition
in Philadelphis of 1876, the "(aks" peferred to those on the
farm of william Geddard in Potowamut, R. I., was sold te a Mr.
Duff of RBoston for $1500.00.

A gathering of artists and friends railsed money for & memorial
to honor one of the leading artists in Rhode Island, a granite
boulder with @ bronze palstte with his name and dates also @
seroll with @ poem by ¥rs. Smith was pleced in the North Buriel
Ground, Provideree, R, I.

TTed Trosby, director of the Barrington Art Gallery opened ne-
gotiations with the Smithsonian Institiédm to acquire a collec-
tion of Bannister's works for the United States Cellectiocn of
Fine Arts.... a letter from Neal Peterson, assistant to Vice
President Humphrey said, this would make & valudble find on
your part and they would be delighted to receive these painte
ings for a permaénent part ef the cellection.® (Prev Sun Jour
9-12-65) (Prov Fve Bul and J, K. 0Ott, 1965,"The Barbizon Sghoel
nopidutdenijen) ]

1830~ The Second Free Will Baptist Church, 1830-19 had been neeting
with the African Union Meetilng House and Scheol House Society,
being knewn as the Abbysinia Free Baptist Church when they left
in 1830. Begause of their abhorence to slavery, seven men and
two women withdrew and in 1835 were admitted to the Rhode IS~
land Pree Will Baptist Quarterly Conference meeting which was
incorporated in 1826 with churches in Burriville, Smithfield,
and pawtucket. :
They met in homes and @ hall but soon deeided to have a church
of thelr own. Through their treasurer, Cato Northup, land was
purchased at the corner of ‘ond and Angle Streets for $225.00,
ki deed was recorded in 1841 under the name of the Second Free
Will Baptist Church.and a churech 30x40 was built and eccupied.
In 1842, Mr. Northup mortgaged the land for $422.00 to William
Brown, being deeded back to the Seconff Free Will Baptist Church.
Iater they rented 2t the corner of Franklin and Pond Streets,

ﬁa:\’o/k'ww‘(w
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1830- Second Free Will Baptist Church continued
next renting a hall over a blacksmith shep on Fenner Street,la-
ter destroyed by fire, They worshiped next in a hall on Unien
Street, leaving when the cormer stone was laid at Pond and An-
gle Streets, September 28, 1871 with the church dedicated Sept-
ember 29, 1872.
Title to the Steward Street Raptist Church was gziven to them
and the old church was sold to the Church of Ged and the Saints
of Christ. Having to move for a re-develeopecment project, they
accepted the invitation of the Cranston Street-Roger Willlams
Baptist Church to wership from the late 40's until ¥éééh 14th
1965 when the cornerstene was laid by the Prince Hall Grand
Lodge of Rhode Island, F. and A, M., with the dedication at 75
Chester Avenue, Providence, R. I., Jarch 28, 1965.
In the 70's during Rev. Dungee's pasterate $1200.00 was raised,
$600.00 coming from a dinner for white buisness men in Howard
Hall. He had been & slave but escaped to Canada and after the
emancipation proclamatien returned to Viginia where he gained
an education and became & minister.
Rev. Zachariesh Farrison served &s paster for 26 years, from
1897 to 1923.
¥rom the mid thirties the church seemed to have young men to
serve, sore as student supply who later becsme permenent. but
the church secmed to a stepping stone for other fields, Rev.
Henderscn to Czlifornia, Rev. IfcKinney to Storer Ceollege then
to Virginia State University, Rev. Wymn left under the Congre-
gational Church to hesd & schocl ameng the Ovimbudus in Ga-
lanque, Angola, West Africa ministering to one of the largest
congregations in the workd, (Prov Sun Journal 3-27-41.) Rev.
samuel Proctor left to join the faculty of Virginia Unien Uni-
versity later having some eofficial position in the Peace Corp.
In my file on Negre churches in Rhede Island I have been able
to get the name of every minister that hes pastered this
church.from 1830 te 1970. (notes on Negre Churches, ¥rs. Carser
ter and ¥re. Tinsley; Williem J. Brown beok; Negre' churches in
Rhode Island by Rebert Glann Scherer, Jr.; The Free Will Bap-
tist of R. I, and vielnity, Dever, W, H, 1880, p36, by J. M,
Brewster; Carl R, Gress, ¥. D,, who compiled these notes.)

1837- *informent Sister Catherine Chesbrew

The beginning of the Church was when Rev George Spyward mo-
ther walked out of the 01d Chestnut Street Methodist Church
on account ef subscribe treatment of the colored memberg then
the rest of the colard members follewed her. they had meetings areund
around to theirHonsesuntil the society was formed in ¥inor
Hall House where old Gaspee Street Church sted, the house was
next to it the ground was given by Marshall Woods mother for
& Colored Methedist Church,”
The above is an exact quote from the "Journal of the Cuarter-
ly Conference of the Colored Vethedist Ep Church of the Zion
connection formed by Jehiel Bemone. September 2th 1837.%" The
Journel containing minutes of meetings from September 2, 1837
to 1869 in my possesion, C.R.Gress, M. D., 1970.

Winter Street A M.E.2. Churchconntinadd
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1837~ A.M,E.Zion Church, Winter Street continued
Then Rev. Spyward's mother and other colored left the 0ld
Chestnut Street Methedist Church, they met in homes of dif-
ferent members until the soclety was formed in Minor Hall's
hpuse where the old Gaspee Street Church stood,( beiler reom
on State House grounds.
It was a direect branch of thed.i.E.church which withdrew
from the Methedist Episcopal Church, South in 1776. By 1840
it had forty members and more than doubled its membership by
184z2.
"I hereby agree to remove the dwelling house beloning te me
now standing on @ portion of the lot Ne 26 on Gaspee Street
conveyed by myself and Mrs. Woocds to the African Methedist
Episcepal Church, from the said let, within six? months frem
this date and if it is not so removed, the time named in my
Deed te them, for the remeval of this house from lot No 25,
shall be proportionally enlarged.
Providence Oct 7, 1850-- Marshall Woods ®

In 1888, Rev. Aaderson with truetees Andrew Burgess, Isiah
Reasen and others were autherized to purchase 2 lot on Vine
Yer street where a large brick church was started and finish-
ed in 1894 under Reg, Ceffee,
The building had a bell teower, large church area with a bal-
cony on three sides, pulpit, cheir stall, ergsn, stained
glass windows, two of which were given by George Henry eon
the upper half level. The lewer half level eontained the Sun-
day School roop &nd utilities. .
A% ene time it had & membership of over 500 with aunday

' schoeol of 400, 8 lyceum with & large attendance, with a ques-
tion and answer peried following on variocus subfects.
The preperty was condemned by the Providence Re-development
authority in the 1960's later jeining with the A.M.E.Zion
church on Wadsworth Street to bulld a new medernistic strue-
ture there as the Heod Memorial A, M. E. Z., with Rev. Hardge

pastor.
The following served as pastors:-
1837  Jehiel Bemone 1888-Rev. Anderson Rev. Alleyne
1838 Wn.Serrington 1894 Rev. Coffee Rev. Carroll
1839 Nathan Blunt Rev. Weller Rev. Morgan
1840 Leven Smith 1918 Capt T.AARoRehcRev. Merris
41 d n Rev. Terpen Rev. B. Johnson
42 " o Rev. Coles Rev. Green
T 43 n " Rev. Buster Rev, A, Hodge
1844-49 D, vandevere Rev. Washington Haxdqe
1849-57 Joseph Hicks Rev. MeCullum
1857-61 Peter Ress Rev. Holland
1861-63 Joseph Hicks ' Rev. Crooke
1888+ Rev, Biddle

After 1894 they are not in consecutive order

Netes on Negre Churches by Mrs. Carter and Mrs. Tinsley 1835
Negre Churches before 1860, R, G. Scherer, Jr. Jan. 1966
Netes from other sources by Carl R. Gross, M. D.




1839~

1840~

1840-
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Christ Church, (Episcepsl) wes erganized in 1839 after meet-
ings and worship were held in & scheol house on Washington
Street, Providence, R. I., incorperating in 1842 in a weoden
building, (38x52,

S. G, Degrasse served 8s rector in 1840 followed by a lay
reader, the famous Alexander Crummell from 1840 to 1844.

Mr. Crummell was & learned man later receiving a BS degree
from Queen's College, Cambridge, became a missionary te
Afriea, returning te America te teach in Washington, D. C.,
where he founded the American Negre Academy.

The mgmbership dwindled after Crummell left, the church dee
8odved.

Alexander Crummell, B 1818 D. 1898 Souls of Black Folf, 1961
Rebert Glen Scherer, Jr., "Negre Churches in Rhode Island
Before 1860." Rhede Island History, vel 25, No I, Jan. 1966

Malon A. Van Herne was born in Princeton, N. J., 1940, a Re=
pubilican, & minister and teacher. He was & member of the
first class 1o graduate from Lincolm University in Oxford,

Pa.

He came to Newport October 1, 1868, shortly after was called
28 the pastor of the Union Congregational Church there until
he resigned in 1897 to accept an appointment by President
#cKinley as U, S. Consul to St. Thomas, D"I. He resigned from
the diplomstic service in 1908, taking up religious work in
the Movarian Chureh in Antigua where he died April 24, 1910.
He was & member of the Newport scheol committee from 1873 te
1892, twelve years of which he was chairman of the committee
on text books &also on the committee te examine applicants
for the Rhede Island State Normal Schepol. He was & chaplain
in the Rhede Island State Militia,

He was the %%s{gg%‘% to serve in the Rhode Island General
Assembly, 1385~ -1887.

His pastorate of the Union Congregational Church in Newport
marked the golden era of its existence after a crisis when
he first came. ;

Negrees on the Island of Rhode Island by Cherles A, Battle
Rhode Island law Library, Providence, R. I.

Breown Chapel was formed by some Negro membe®s of the Indlan
Chureh in Newport from South Kingston 2t Curtis Corners in
Seuth Kingston in 1840, building a church there the same
year. In 1842, the nsme, First Colored Baptist Church was
adopted although not strickly Baptists. Ministers of meént
denominations preached thesre and some of the members held
prayers at Mooresfield where Mr. Daniel Redman furnished
the land and helped build the church.

Negro Churches in Rhode Island before 1860, by Robert G.
Scherer, Jr., Bhede Islend History, January 1966 ppRd-24.

Joseph Petce Hagzard, "The Colored Bapiist Church at Moores-
field" The Warragansett Historical Regisedr, vol II 1883.
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1840~ Congdon Street Baptist Church was orinally organized December
8, 1840 as the Meeting Street Baptist Church by Rev. Jeremish
Asher, a Licentiate from Hartford, Conn.
It had been meeting with other denominations in the Africen
Union Meeting House but after the ether denominations had lost
their ecumenical spirit by leaving, the Calvinist Baptist were
left in physical charge of the property, with nine members, 7
meles and 2 females. Rev. Asher was ordained during the organi-
zation and served for eight yesars.
In 1863 nearly half of the male members joined the 14th R. I. °
Heavy Artillary golng to serve the country and due te such a
male logs, the church was unable to hire a minister for the
next three years,
The church remained at the Meeting Street location, increasing
its membership until 1869. The church had been erected almest
in the back yard ef the Male property at Meeting and Congdon
Streets who only hed a ten foot accesc on Meeting Street. Mr.
Hale approached the officers and members with an offer to ex-
change his lot at Congdon and Angell Court for theirs, alse
give the church $1000.00. The idea did not set with some of
the members but the majority prevailed and in 1870 the pre-
perty was legally changed to be the Cengdon Street Baptist
Churech. While these negotiations were going on some nearby
whites complained to the City Coumell, had the building con=
demned, torned down after & Sunday service and by the next
Sunday they had ne place to worship.
They held services in private homes untll they secured the
services of a contracter, a new edifice was begun, the Ves=
try completed and dedlcated Spkl 21, 1874, the church come
pleted in July of 1875 at & cost ef about $16,000.00.
In 1874, the New England Baptist Missionary Cevention was
organized in the vestry of this church.
During the pastorate ef Rev. Jeseph 0. Johnson, 1891-1896,
the church debt was cleared and the mortgage burned, he
alse increased the membership te 330.
Around forty members left to meet in Slater's Hall on Vey-
besset Street and in 1884, Dbenezer Baptiat Church was or-
ganilzed, a building erected amd incorporated in 1888 on
A Street, X\
In 1901 over 100 members again left and formed the Olney
Street Baptist Church under Rev. J., H. Presley who had been
w locked out of Congdon Street Baptist Church.
< Misce:- lMembers were baptised in phe Providence River; the
pastors were paid $300.00 per annum, one half by the State
Convention; Rev. Chauncey Leonard who served from 1853 to
1855 was the first Negro chaplein appoinﬁed by President
Linceln during the Civil War; Mr. Bdward §. Peters over 40
years a Deacon, 28 years church @lerk, 38\years Sunday
School Superintendent; Urs. Lens L. Gross Agsistant under
¥r. Petess; Mrs. Freelove Peters, XKindergerden Superinten-
dent with its little red chairs; From this church come &
past Predident of the Rhode JIsland Baptist Sunday Scheol
Convention, Dr. Andrew L. Jacksen, S»., who alse served as
the chureh's sunday School Superintendent for many yezzs.
William J, Brown book /
Notes on Negre Churches by lrs. U.T.Capter,Mrs. Beverly

g‘fn lef 1936 ) \
sterfdal Sketch of Congdon Street Chureh, Rev. L.L,John-

son, 1965 \
: \
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1841~ "I, MichaelnTillinghast of Frovidence in the County of Frovie
dence and State of Rhede Island, man ef colecur, mindful of my
mortality, do make my last Will and Testement in hmbenéplfoling
RondBEg."......%"The net of said rents, incomes,issues and prefits, or
fits or so much of them as said Trustees shall think expedient
they shall from time to time aprly .te the relief of such poor
and destitute colored people residing in Providenc@..eccec.os”
Michael Tillinghast 17 ?-1841 was the:second of Rhode Island
Negro phglanthropists whe left an estate in trust to benefit

e "poor an es ute colored people of Providence.

The property was located at 26-27 Beacon Avenue and Pine
Streets, Providence, R. I. (The copy of the wlll says Pine
and Plane Streets whicl, was later chenged te Beacon Amenue.)
Five Trustees were named and accerding to the will hereof
elect to fill vacancies. I was at ene time one of the Truse
tees and in the late fifties five ladies, members of the
Juhtior Service League of Providence were named the present
Trustees, (1970). They asked the Superior Ceurt permissien
to sell the property and use the proceeds to invest, using
the interest for continued chardtable purposes to the peor.
(Copy of his will encl) Eve Bul 7-23-57

1845« Mt. Zien A,.M.E.Church, Newport, R, I. 1845-19 ? The society
was organized by Rev. Henry A, Johnson, acting presiding
Elder in 1845 and was incorperated in 1849, It started in
a carpender shop, moved to Gran Lane, Johnsen Court then to
Bellevue Avenue ad jolning the Jewish Cementary,

There is a movement on foot (1969) to make this church a
national shrine or & Black Museum. Being near the Viking
Hotel, it has been used as the headquarters for the Inter-
national Cup Race,/qiq s vho- see file en Negre Churches
Sleipprxs v palvigators CommeXize EB.4—5-7<

1849~ In John Mowatt's home on Division Street, Newport, R. I.,
the first meetings were held in 1849 to organize a colered
Masonic Ledge. He was & groecer and substantial citizen. CAR
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1854~ Osceola Cook, 1854-1899, Inventor, barber, pelitiZfien was
born in New Bedford, Mass., about 45 years before his death
March 14, 1899 in Providence, R. I.
He was a colorful figue, weighing 449 1lbs, a man who did
noet know his strehgh, an artist with a bull whip. It is
said, he once whipped @ white news man whe had said some-
thing derogatery about him, was arrested but the case was
drepped, politically &s he was high in Republican politics.
Cook bought out a barber shep in the Narragansett Hetel alse
had & beot-black stand where the 6ld Bristel Hotel on Market
Square stood about 1885. The curved hahdle to fit the hand
was his improvement which he sold his half te Brown & Sharp
for $800,00, the ether half belenged to the mechanlc whe ma-
chined it, their being okher inventions, a shampeoing machlne.
He kept in his room a set of chest weights alse Indian clubs
with which he exercised daily to try te keep his wieght dewn.
On account of his weight, a special casket was bullt which
was so large it was carried to the cementary on a dray.

Eve Bul 3-15-99

Ay Fennev Pavikess B 1i-£-07 .70
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start of the long fight to desegfegate the public schools in
Rhode Island, led especially by Geprge T. Downing of Newport
and others, because his children were refused adméssion in
the Newport schools. RJD & CAB
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Josephine sSilone Yates was born in Mattituck, Long Island, N.
Y., November 17, 1859 and was brought to Newport in her early
youth. sShe attended the public schools there, grdduating at
the head of her class from Rogers High and received a medal
for scholarship. afidotheafdrdsterliredsgarl to graduate from
there. Two years later in 1879, she was the first colored
girl to graduate from the Rhode Island Normal School in Provi-
dence, R, I.(?CRG)

She went to the central VWest, teaching at Lincoln Institute,
Jefferson City, Mo., in 1881 up to 1889 when she married FPrf-
ssor W, W, Yates of Kansas City.

she 1is noted as an educator, writer, club organizer and is an
Honorary President of the National Assodiation of Celored Wo-
men also Professor of Inglish and History at Lincoln Institute.
she died September 3, 1912, (CAB, The Colored American laga-
zine, 1905-1907 CRG)

Jimmy Buffum, 100 yeras of age was the last slave to die in
Rhode Island at Jamestown. JEC Zve Bul 2-1-35

Mount Zion African Methodist Episcopal Church, erected in 1860
the first colored church on the west side of Providence at a
cost of about $3500.00, its first pastor, Rev. George H, Wash-
ington. Chartered in 1872 by an act of the General Assembly
of Rhode Island: "Section l: Howard Edwards, James LeCount,
Thomas Rogers and Samuel Jackson are hereby created & body,
corporate, with perpetusl succession by the neme of the Hount
Zion Methodist Episcepal Church in Providence, R. I., for the
purpose of establishing and supporting the public worship of
Almighty God". vadsworth Street AMIZ merged with Vinter
Street AMEZ church which fell to the Providence Redevelopement,
adding to their former land area, bullding & new modern church
under the name of the Hood Memorial AMEZ Church with Rev. Ar-
thur L, Hardge, formekly pastor of ;the Winter Street AMIZ as
the pastor of the merged bodles. CRG Church file

An order issued by Governor Spregue, August 4, 1862, called
for the enlisting of @& sixth regiment to "consist entirely of
colored persons. On the question of whether they were to be
employed on equel terms arose and the movement was temporally
suspended. This wes to have been the Sixth regiment of Rhode
Island Volunteers.

The Fourteenth Regiment of Rhode Island Volunteers, 1800 men
strong, enlistments began August of 1863 with the first company
mustered in at Camp Fremont,(Dexter Training Ground) under Cap-
tain Nelson Viall and by September, four companies were transe
ferred to Camp Bailey, Dutch Island, R. I. (By Bdwin ¥, Stone
of the 1lst R.I.L.A., George H., Whitney, publisher, Providence,64)

&‘,w(‘{wbwpkf‘ s laves ton vy beowkh weve housed
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1864~

1866-

1869~
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14th Reg R. I. Vel continued

Qutside ef abeut 75 men that were drafted, therrest were velun-
teers and due te Celonel Viall, the success of the experimmnt
of preparing fer service the first colored regiment sent from
Rhede Island since 1776, is given credit. (By Edwin W. Stone
of the 1lst R.I.LI4. Prov 1864 George H., Whitney publisher.)

P. 3. The title ef lr. Stone's book is Rhede Island Regiments.
The commisioned officers were white, nen-cemmisioned were Ne-
groees.
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The Shileh Baptist Church, Newpert, R. I., was erganized May
10, 1864 at the residence of Mrs. Esther Brinley, 73 Levin
Street with fourteen original members. They held meetings in
the Seventh Day Baptist Church which they hired siinece the mem-
bership increased with @ native African, the Rev. W, J, Bare
nett as thelr first paster. Others were Theedore Valentine,
George Hamlin, Ananias Brown, Henry N. Jeter, N. J. Marriett,
W, J. Preaten, J., R. C, Pinn, BRe#t. Dr. Livingsten &and ethers,
In 1868 the church beught its present home from the Trinity
Church Corperation for $2000.00.

gome of 1ts finest werk was under Rev. Henry N, Jeter who was
ealled in 1875 and served for over forty years, the longest
pastorate of any Negro in Rhede Island.

In 1878, he married Miss Themasinia Familton ef Breeklyn, N.
Y. Her father, Thomas Hamilton was the editor of the Angle=-
African, one of the earliest Negro newspaper in this country.
The children were exceptionsl musiclang, having been received
at the White House by President McKinley in 1897. They travel-
ed throughout New England as the Jeter Family of Musicians.
(Notes ef Negre Churches by Mrs, Carter and Mrs. Tinsley of
the Negre group of the Tercentenery Committee; Prov. Chronisle)
BleS. During Rev. Jet®r's time he established the Shiloh Bdg~
tist Mission on the Island of Jamesteown, R, I., in 1889,

The fight to end segregation in the public scheol in Rhede IS~
land was in 1866. GID

Tohn C, Minkins, 1869-1959, the only Negre sditer of & white
newspaper in the United States, was editer ef the Providence
News, (white) from 1906 te mest of 1911, (His Claim).

ur. nking was born in Nerfolf, Va., Jenuary £9, 1869 ard

‘dled here October 30, 1969 at the Reger Williams Hespital.

He married Rosa J, Jessup in 1894, fathered eight children,
five of whem survive, all girls, four ef the five surviving
graduated from Pembreke Cellege in Brown University.

He was in the first class to gepaduate from the Nerfolk Mis-
8ion College in 1888. He wrote a daily column, "Ameng OUR
COLOR®G PEOGPLE" in the white Fvening Telegram.

In 1891 he came te Providence teo manage the New England Terch-
light, Joseph W. Hendersom, publisher, a Negre from Texas, Re-
pubiican inspired, where he remained precariously three months.
The Providence News wes ectablished as & flepublican ergan se
he sought an epening, being paid®s penny & line®, received 80
cents the first week.



page 19

1869~ Jehn C. Minking continued
While with the Telegram, he handled the famous "Lizzie Borden®
trial and in the course of his newspaper experience, hagddsad
copy for the Hearst papers feor 20 years, wrote a Providence
8unday letter for the Boston Glebe for 45 years,
In his early days here he leanmd toward the Republicans but
later went over to the Democrats. .
Joining the I,0.B.P.Elks of the World, he was made Grand Ledge
Reperter which he held for 15 years. At the ceonvention in lMon-
treal in 1955, he was endorsed for' the honor of Past Grand Ex-
gitgcgl)ﬂuler. CRG-His persenal typed auteblegraphy-Eve Bul 10-

18697-Madame Sissieretta Joyner Jones, the "Black Patti" was bern in

« Pertsmeuth, Va., about 1868-69 on January 5th, the daughter of
the Rev. Jeremiah M, and Henrietta B. Joynor. He was pastor
of an African Methodist church there and the daughter was about
elght yeers ef age he redeived & call to & chureh in Providence.
While & mere child, ladame Jones had & remarkable voice , soon
attracting the attentien of the musical people whe encouraged
her finaneially, when 15 studled under M, Maures and Baroness
Iagombe here, at 18 going to the New England Conservatory of
Musice in Beston, Mass., later te New York where she studied un-
der Madame Leulse Capplani, the great velce teacher.
After singing at the Sans Souci Garden in Providence she re-
ceived a call to come to New York for Abbey,Schoeffel and Grau
with such success at Vallack's Theater that she was immediate-
ly hired for a tour of South America, no colored artist had
ever appeared at Wallack's before,
She made her Furopean debut ir Berlin, Germany followed by an
appesrance before the King of Fnglond arounf 1888, Coming back
to America she sang before th#ee presidents, Harrison, MeKin-
ley and Roeosevelt.
lajor J. B, Pond became her manager, he also managed Reverent
T. DeWitt Talmage, Clare Louise Kelleg, Mark Twailn, Henry Ward
Beecher and others.
Once she remarked, "I woke up fameus at the Carden and didn't
know it", singlng before 75000 pecple in one week. Her accem~
painist was Mrs. Alberta Wilson, a finished colered pieanist
also under ¥ajor Pend.
Madame Jones has the distinction of having appeared tnfmeee
consecutive preforménces than any other living singer.
The New York Clipper gave her the name, the Black Patti and
said,"she sings lilke Patti without the slightest effort,
Scores of gifte were showered upon her, the richest of &ll a
tiarra of solid geld with three diamends projecting; frem
the Governer-General of Demeraras; the costligsfrby the cit-
izens of S%. Thomas, & latge solitaire diamond in the center
of & bar set with emeralds, thelargest a gold medal from the
President Hyppelyte of Haiti, these and many ethers.
Her mether became ill se she came home to care for her until

' she passed. She made ene appearence at the Grand Theater in
Chieage, then retiring to her home at 7 Wheaton Street.
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18699 Madame Sissieretta Joyner Jones continued

-

1879=

She was a very preud weman, Selling her jewelry to live on ex-
cept three geld medals eut ef the seventeen she wore across
her besum in concert, selling eff her property except the home
at Wheatton Street. |

she tried taking in state children as a foster-mother until
her health commenced to fail. She went on rellef, that net be-
ing enough se through the kindness of a friemd who hed @bvméd
with her mother, for twe yesrs paid the taxes, water bill, coegl
and weod bill.

She died peneyless in the Rhede Island Hespital, Providence,,,
in July of 1933 and ne doubt this ssme friend saw thet she was
not buried in & pauper's grave where they bury the indigent.
My buddy, John L. Davis, Jr., alse roomed with Mrs. Joiner se
T wes in end out ef thet house guite frequently and saw HMadame
Jones when she came heme summers.

This same friend when she had passed, three gold medals, twe
scrapbooks, one containing press releases of her tours, phete-
gprophs etce knowing ef my interest in Negre history in Rhode
Island so for my files I wrote & short history of Madame Jones
and when Radcliffe College sent for Pimfddmatéomideplace her in
their dictdonary ef Americen Wemen, I sent them 8 copy which
was sent te Mr. Lithburnwagger, head of the reference section,
Library ef Congress, whe was te write the article on her,

For pesterity I sent the medals, photographs, scrap books te
the Jesse I, Moorland Collection, Howard University, Tashing=
ton, D. C. Radeliffe suggested the Schlessingkercollection or
the loorland one. (Prov Sun Jour 7-16-33 Short History by
CRG, 1966, )( Afre-American, Providence Chronicle)

In the early 70's, Dr. Andrew Jackson was the first registered

dentist to prectige in Providence with his efflce around Publie

and Cimwood Avenue. My father went with his cousin, Caroline

Prout Brown to have her tooth pulled. Registered R.IICRE7? CRC
Py

1872~ Geerge Henry, 1816-1900 was the first Negro to serve on & jur

Y
in Rhode Island in 1872, see WiAd6r 18(Short biography by WAH)

1872-#ill4am Arran Heathman, Bsq., 1872-1968 Attorney at law, and

Moster in Chancery, admitted te the R, I, Bar, May 20, 1898,
Wp. Heathmen was born in BEast Providence, R. I., September 14,
1872 and died February 9, 1968 in Providence, R. I.

He attended the publie schecls of Previdence, was the first
native Rhode Islander to enter Brewn University which he left
while in his sophomere year to enter Beston University School
of Iaw from which he graduated.

He contracted te study preparatoery for the bar ezamination in
Lawyer Monree's office, three months later ¥r. Monree died se
Mr. Heathman asked a white lawyer whose office ad joined if he
would leave his door which separated the offices epen when he
was net busy, and in this way he completed his six months pre-
requisite.

# native born continued
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williem H., Higgins, M, D., was bern in Marion, Nerth Carelina,
December 14, 1873 and died in Previdence, May 23, 1938, He was
a graduate of Lifingsten College at Salisbury, North Carclina,
later he became & Trustee. A graduete ef Lecnard Medical Celie
lege of Medicine in 1902, teok @ post graduste course at Long
Island Cellege of lMedicine, coming te Providence where he re-
istered June 1, 1903 for the practice ef medleine.

Member and Cheairman ef the Board of Trustess ef Winter Strest
A.JM,E.Zien Church; member of the Providence Medical Sssdmigiion
the Rhede Island Medical Seciety, the What Cheer Medical Secle-
ty, ( state Negre ), member and Past President ef the Natisnal
Medical Asseciation, (imtional Negre ), was appointed a member
and became chairman of the Rhode Island State Board of Pedlatry
in 1936. He was married and is survived by a daughter, Mrs,
Prudence C., A. Irving. CRG

John Henry Ballow was the first Negre lawyer to be admitted te
the Rhede Island Bar, gune 3, 1874 and te practice here. CRG

The Secend A,M.E. Church, (Allen Chapel) was situated on A Styeet
Previdence, R, I, It was a missiosn or branch ef Bethel A M.E.
Churh on Meeting Street. It was completed arounff 1877 and was
intended te serve members of the Bethel A.M,E, faith on the

west side of Providence. It surcembed teo re-development. CBG

Jesephine (Silene) Yates of Newpert was the first Negre girl
tograivate from Regers High there with henors ana ﬁe years
later was possible the first girl te graduate from the eold
Rhede Island State Nermal Scheol, CAB

Inman L. Page, AB Rrewn 77; MA Brown 80; 1918 LLD; superinten=-
dent of the celored scheols in Oklahema City. He with the next

nemed were pessibly the first Negre gradwstes from Brewn Unlver-
sity in providence, K. 1. Brown Directery p 46 CRG
George Washington Milferd, BA Brewh 77; LLB Howard Univ Sch law,
1901, ( I roemed at his hoeuse in the 500 bleck en Flerida Ave-
nue, Washingten, D. C., when I was attending medical schecl, al-
so one of the first. Brown Directery p CRG
(While resenching the twe abeve &t the John Ha§ Library gGbeas

ankdicrbmak, belng shewn a picture, anether man but I knew ne-
thing about him at the time.QRG /

Tbenezer Baptist Church was organized im Slater's Hall on VWey-
bosset Street, Proevidence in 1884 by some members whe had left
the Cengden Street Baptist Church and a building was erected
and incerperated en A Street, in 1888, mortgage paid 1in 1889.
tnder the pasterate of Rev. J. Isaieh Goodmen they meved te &
new church en Dedge Street where in 1946 the church suffered &
fire. Under Rev. Goedmen it was decided te rebuild and re-entry,
ceremonies were held in 1947.

Rev. Jesse L. Conners, 1949-1964 had e very successful pasterate
additional land was 2cquired and the mertgage ef $38,000 was
burned.

continued
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1884~ Ebenezer Baptist Church continued
The Cransten Street-Reger Willlems Beptist church (white) faced
with declining membership effered Ebenezer their 800 seat gran-
ite church and pardsh heuse in January 1969 fer $10000 effective
in June. This was accepted and the church meved to larger quar-
ters with greater petential. 3C G

1886~ Rev. Halon A, Van Herne, elected & member ef the Rhede Island

legislature in 1885 and served for three terms, tﬁ Tirst ﬁegro
© e S0 nenor

Elected a member of the Newport scheol committee in 1873, ser=-
ving until™13%2, daring this per Was chalrman ef several im-
portant committoes 12 years chairman of the committee on text
beoks and was alse one 8f the cenm €€ en n examinatlon for
Btate Normal Scheele
He was cal.ed as the paster ef the Union Congregatienal Church
in Newpert, september 1, 1868, made permenant in Januwary, 1869,
resigned in 1887 when appointad by President McKinley as U, S.
Biénédleby 3t. Themas, D, W, I. CAB

1886~ Benjamin J. Burton, 1826-1885. He was the first Negro %e own
and eperate & bus on Broadway In Newport. Ro%. CAB

1888-#The compiler, Carl R, Gross of these nefes was born on Seuth
Main Street, Providence, R. §., near Hopkins Street, July 24,
1888, ; see his autobingraphy CRG

1888-%#J¢hn J, Burch, the first netive bern Negre te register and
,practice dentistry In Frovidence, R. I CRG

1888~ Catherine Telliver, R. N., the first Negre to register in
Providence, R. I., in nursing. She was a graduate o. he New
England Wemens and Childrens Schecl ef Nursing, Beston, Mass.
CRG

1890- mmily Telliver, R. N., sister of the abeve and a graduate ef
same school. CRG

N

1890-%Nancy Ellzabeth Prephet-# 1820-1960, S@pulptress was berm in
Artle, Center, Rhede Island in 1890. o
Elementary educatien here, graduate of the Rhade Island Sch
of Deslgn 1913-1918.
She went te New Yerk where she found ne eppertunity then te
Franee Where she was admitted without any question te the
Beaux Arts, the greatest art scheol in the werld. After some
exhibitiens there she came to America exhibiting, not as a
eolired artist but as an artist.
She was given the Greenough Grand Prize for true sculpture.
Like so meny of eur fameus Negre artists, she died penniless
December 14, 1960, her body lying in the state mergue waiting
for some ene te cla
Through the generasity af an anemymous friend she was buried
sutside ef "Potter's Field" CRG
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1889~ Shiloh Baptist Mission, Jsmestown, R, I., was a mdddien branch

.  of the Shileh Baptist Church of Newport see fhlmchnfélerches
1§902% oo, Elcyalsil, 2 ophets 7650 < 4 oLehILe g ks
1803~ The Unien/ Baptist Church, Pa#tucket, Fhede Island was ergani-

ged in 189%, worshiping in & church on Scheol Street which was

purchased from @ white greup.

Due to re-develepment they held services at 27 Tim Street,Paw-

tucket; R, I. A SRC see church file

189%- The Providence Sunday Jeurnsl had an erticle, Septewber €,
912 saying & Dr. ¥cQuede was the first Regre physician bere
and that he did net pess the mediedl px‘aefico sey exsminatien,
he had been practiwing.
Peter L. Moore, & Howard Medigal Schoeel graduate ef 1893 was
licensed in 1893, He had an sffice on Oushing Street near Tha-
yer for a shert time than he left, _s¢e medical file CRG

1695« Mt. Olivet Baptist Church, Newpert, B, I., was organiszed at &
meeting held &t the heme of Descon A, J. Tabb by & group from
the Shileb Baptist Church due te differences,

1897 they purchased the present church from the Cottrell fami-
ly &nd have made meny imprevements. S6C see church file

1896 Gl O oy OF 843 - [T9b 55— G oy saxy

1896- The Misteory Of The Nerthesstern Federatisn.
waA call was sent out by Mrs. Mary ¥, Dickersen ef Newpert, R.
I., in 1896 for @ meeting to organize s seetional grpup, ae
eording te inztructions f{rom &u® fané6nddtional orgenization
which met previously in Boston, Mass,, in 1895."

The meeting was held at the residence ef Mrs. Jesephine St. Plerre
iierre Ruffin, 107 Charles Street, Boston, ¥ess., en June e
896,

The cutgrouth wes the formatien of the Hew England Pederation
of Women's Glubs, which became after entending 1ts borders te
become the Nertheastern Federatien of Wemen'®s Clubs, Mrs.
#ery H. Diekerson, its first presldent. ( Spuvener Frogram
Thirty Secend Annuel Cenventiom, Mount Zien AWE Church, New-
port, R. I. Rewrite by CRG ) ,

» A ¥rench stone cottage at 40 Corne Street, Fewport, R. I.,
was offered as o memeriesl and shrine for decuments and histe-
ries ef the FNegro raege, at the 31st amnual convention of the
Northezstern Federatien of Yemen's Clubs, in Washingten, D. C.
The effer was made by Mra. Lekise M, Fayerweather, te perpete
uate she memery of her husbond, George H. Fayerweather fer
many yesrs the Fayerweather heme. { <3rd Convention-Kewport. )

1897~ Rev. Malon A, Ven Rorne, paster ef the Unien Cengregetional
chureh ef KNewpert, resigned te accept an a pelntment by Pree
sident HeKinley a8 United Stutes Minister to 5%, Thomes, D.
%.I., now the Virgin Islends. :
411 the ceal was beught up for our use, keeping it out of .
the hands of the Spaniards durong the Spanish-Amerlcan Var,
in 1898, He served until 1508, CAB

* hative boxw
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1897- Rev. Malon A. Van Herne, paster of the Ulnien Congregational
Church in Newpert, R. I., resigned when appeinted by President
McKinley as United States Censul, St. Themas, Danlish West In-
dies. Encl CAB

189B-#Robert Eben Jehnsen, the first Speakers page in the Rhede IS-
land Legisleture, a pesition made in Newpert, R. l., iR 1898
@nd he served the follewing January, 1899, under Speaker J.
Fdward Studley. Eve Bul 19204

1898~ William Herculzs Matthews, the first Negre pharmecist to ewn
and eperate a drug stere in Rhede Island. He was a graduate
of Howard University Scheeol of Pharmacy in 1898, came te New-
pert and eperated a store on Thames Street, CRG

180 garah Gaerdner eof Newport worked epening and ‘clesing the hemes
of the rich summer peeple there alse supplying help when need-
ed. She was a frugel weman, saving her momey, had a will made
leaving her meney to the Newpert Hespitel.
while visiting & siek friend there, being deaf, she did net
hear the bell, tellin the end of visiting héurs, just nedded
when & nurse ceme and told her. Another person came later and
in net teo complimentary language sppke to her, this she did
hear. She left, wnet te her lawyer, had anether will drawn up,
leaving her meney to & seclety whé care feor her many cats when
shr passed, §$28,000,00.

Mr.Beilly, supertendent of the R.I.5.P.C.A., en Fountan Street,
Providence, R. I., which started in Newpert, R. I., 4-19-1670
eonfirmed this stery, telling me her money went inte the buil-
ding in Previdence, when it was built. CRG

P. 5. A plaque hangs in the building en Feuntain Street, heno-
ring her, I have seen 1%, CRG

1898-#Themas R. lewis, cert RISD 1898-1902 Jjewelry design. he had &
jewmelry plant at 19 Calender Street, Providence, R. I., at
times he hed as many as 60 men and wemen vwerking fer him.
with 26 years continious serviece.
He designed the Richard Hudnut powder cempact, at times an er-
der for ene millisn sets of earings for thy five and ten cent
gtere chains, erders from the Wwaltham Watch Company for &ne
theusand geld watch cases er an erder feor a quarter ef a mil-
lion buckles fer shees.
He designed many ef the teols new in use in the jewelry trade.
He was an hener graduite from the RISD. After all the epulance
he enjeyed, Christmas merning, 1911 found him witheut & jeb or
a penny in his pecket, but luck was with him although the Jewel-
ry buisness was dull, he submitted samples te a firm in the mor=
ning and that afternesn & large erddér had been pleced frem ene
ef his sampks and he was en the payreol again,
He was one ef the prime mevers in the What Cherr Tennis Club en
willett Avenue, Eas§ Providence, helping te put in twe clay
courts, making imprevements inside the clubheuse but like many
pre jests started here the attraction waned and the preperty was
ilest. Fiweh  Pittsburgh Courier G
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189 At the time Mr. George Rellly told me about the stery ef
Sarah Gardnes, he told me about anether incident. His fa-
ther had two herse barns and hired meny men. Being & true
Irishman, he enjeyed the fights in Infantry Hall, Seuth
lain Street, Providence. One fight Sam Lanferd, the"Besten
Ter Baby" had fought and the fraternity afterwards went te
the “Mahogony Palace", & place that did net serve Negrees
but the elder iir. Reilly teok Sam Lenferd there., Mr. Rellly
enve sew & colored bey threwn eoff & wagen se¢ he stbpped and
asked, what was the re-sen., The bey said he had asked feor five .
five cents for a leaf of bread frem the man in whese barn
he had werked,

The boy whese name was Scett was brought te Mr. Reilly's
bern and given a jeb and he adse took him te the fight, la-
ter te the Mahegny Palance.

TUpon being intreduced te Sam Lanford, whe said te Scett,ne
niggers are allewed in here, a fight ensusd, finally Mr.
Rellly had %o take Scett eff Lanferd. Scett had come up te
defend himself in ether fights areund barns in & rough and
tumble way,

(Mr, George Rellly, supertendent of the RISPCA, new deceas-
ed., CRG)
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1901- The Phyllis Wheatley Club was founded in Previdence, R, I,, by
a group of Negre wemen in 1901, te henor, Phyllis Wheatley, a
nativr of Senegal, born about 1744 whe was brought te Ameriea
as & child in 1761.

Her peems were published in England in 1773 and caused quite a
sensatien, cewming from the meouth of & black wemen,

Listed &s founders of the club are, lMrs. Joseph Vright, Mrs.
Willlam Heathman, Mrs, Myers R. Armstrong, Mrs. Andrew J, Bell,
Sr., Mrs..Walter Willlams and Mrs, Edith Rey.

The Club has been neted fer its philanthrepic ventures, for 69
years, donating baskets at Thanksgiving and Christmas, May bas=
kets were made and distributed at the Bannister Heuse,(formerly
the Heme for Aged Ceolered Vemen.)

Other activities were the first cetillien fer young black wemen,
in 1955, a twe week campership te the Jehn Hepe Settlement House,
The founders have passed but younger ones have Jeined and are
carrying shill, Prov Jeur 1-4-70 CRG

1901~ Olney Street Baptist Church, 1901~ was incerperated, Decem-
ber 18, 1901 with the fellewing as incerperaters:=- Merk Merris,
Nelson Mergen, Armstead Lewis, Benjemin J. Mabray, Jehn P. Wale
ker, Frank 3. Bowen, Vesley N. watsen and a man named White.
In the early 1900's, mere than one hundred members withdrew
from the Cengden Street Baptilst Church with the then paster, Rev,
Presley being locked eut ef the church. ?
They met in hemes, later in Gaspee Hall en Seuth Medn# Sgreet
and seeing a large church on lower Olney Stree% for sale, they
appreogzhed Mr. Geerge Baker whe had charge of the church,fer
ggle, finally buying it for §5,000.00.
On December 21, 1901, a greup ef women went in te clean and pre-
pare it for service, the next day. The Rev. W. T, Dixen, D. D.,
of Brreklyn, N, Y., president ef the N. E., B. M., Cenventien was
the speaker, taking his text from Matthew 16-18-20.
Rev. J, H. Presley served for a shert time leaving 1ln February
of 1902, Rev. T, L, Crocker supplied until Rev. E. H. McDen2ld,
D. D., wes called in SSeptember and installed, Octeber 12, 1902,
This church fell te urban renewal, wes leveled in 1961 and the
members met in the undercroft of the Church of the Savisur, later
in the Providence Recreatienal Center on Benefit Street until
their new church was finished. Wishing %o stay on Olnsy Street,
they beought from the re-develepment, 2 large area at the cerner
of Olney and Camp Streets. A contemperay brick bullding was
built, the mein fleer with balconles on 2all feur sides, pulpit
with baptistery and large vestibule, The Sunday schecl reoms in
the basement, pasters study and utillity reom, parking let in
the rear, beautifully grassed and shrubbed, (see file en churches
es. CRG) L . S P if‘ir

1942 IWortkiwe Gixl's Howr MoXes FKy Piavs, e

1903- According te the recording secretary's beok, there was a re=er-
ganization and an election of efficers held enr lMay 10, 1903.
It was meved and seconded, that George Neyes be neminated for
President, carried; meved and seconded that Charles MeGurley .
be neminated for Vice-President, carried; Frank King, treasurep
er and Meses Tiwberlake was voted Secretary, i
Thus the Irrepreachable Beneficial Associstien was formerly
formed and chartered on the 29th day of Uctober, 1904,
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1903- The Irrepreachable Beneficial Asseciatien continued
A greup ef men, mestly cooks, waiters and perters would meet en
their days eoff at some one's heme where the wife would ceck &
dinner, Fifty cents per man was chipped in te buy the foed, the
liguer and beer they breought and they weuld eat, drink, teil
steries, play cards until they breke up fer the @vening.
At one heme, @ member had tee much, upchucked on the lady's
fleor, she told her husband, never te bring that crewd te their
heme again.
After some sebering theughts, the men bsgén te leok for quarters
which they found abeve Nahaglan's Tebacce Stere, next te the Big
Bear yarket, for $16.00 @ menth. 771V W takmwuwsLin 4 ¢(2ery’
One member werked at the Albee Theater and frem their prep reen,
came tebles and chairs, They beught & secend hand refrigerater
with the drip pen beneath fer $.76, & secend hand sidebeard fer
#1.50 to place their liquer en and they were in buisness. some
man had te empty the drip pan befere leaving fer the night. They
were s exclusive that they limited membérship te 25 and the
black ball was used frequently.
At a meeting to decide on & name, one member in his cups arese
and said "¥8& are Irrepreachable” and that is how they get their
name.,
The greup was incerperated under the laws of the State of Rhede
Island, Octeber, 29, 1904,
The demand fer more reom forced them te hire quarters at 923
Westminster Street over Hallock's Steve Stere where they had a
pool table,(beught fer $55.00), plane, areund which there were
meny net tee seber velces at times,
They enlarged the membership but were se chessey, they theught
they were the "black Hepe Club" ef Previdence with ne wemen al-
lowed in the club roocus.
Next they beught acress the street at 918, using the upper twe
fleers and renting the steres on the street fleor.
The annual IBA clambake was & great event fer the members and
guests, alse an annual church service, one minister after they
came to his church, said he did not want thése drunkards and
eeese cssesse Bgain, they generally had their cemmunion before
reaching the church.
On January 10, 1910, @ receptien @nd banquet was held in the
club reems at 923 Westminster Street feor Matthew Alexsnder Hen-
gon of Nerth Pele fame with ex-Mayer Paotrick McCarthy the main
speaker and Dr. Jemes A, Gilbert, teastmanter. encl
The club seld their preoperty te the Citizens Sevings Bank next
deer for their expansien and beught in 1952, 710 Nerth Main
gtreet, Frovidence and still there they are forced by urban re-
newal te move enc erce mere.
Since coming te 710, they gave Christmas presents te the beys
in the senier cettage at the Children's Center, raised meney
for scholarships, given &t their annual banquet on the Sunday
nearest May, LOth, the 67th on the 10th of May, 1970, se they
are still geing strong. encl CRG

page 26




26

1904~ The Mother Dickenson Day Nursery was started by a group of Negro
women on D Street for the purpose of caring for small children
while their parents were otherwise engaged. OQuarters werw rent-
ed, utensils such as rovking chairs, go-carts, toys, the latter
two also a set of spoons, knlves and forlks were given by the
Proviience braneh of the Sunshine Society. Volunteer help saw
that the stoves were kept golng, floors and toilet cleaned but
like many other ventures i% folded for lack of finanees. Mrs.
Sadler and her sister irs. Wheeler were faithful workers,
The thought of this kini of service was plangted and in|1928,
some of these women with other members of the race stanted the
Crispus Attacks Coummunity Assoclation lagged along for over ten years
years becéme the John Hope Community Association, now the John
Hope Settlement House, Burgess Street, Providence, R, I, (CRG)
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The Marathen Club of PFrovidence, R. I., was organized in 1908
by ten high scheol tecnegers with Wiss Reberta J. Dunbar as &
counseler fer seciel and athiisiéd 'purpeses.

Their feot-ball game en Melrese flats around Shanksgiving Day
was & secial event, particully with the girl-friends there te
cheer them em, playing against anether Providence tesm alse
ene from Newpert, R. I.

They first met in homes, later had & elub room in Gaspee Hall,
South Mailn and Plapaet Streets, then to a club house on the
vanks ef the Ten Mile river in Fast Previdence, this they sold
building @ heme in Bast Previdence until urbem re-newal ferced
them te meve ence mere. New they ewn a three tenement heuse,
renting twe floors.

Ameng thelr charities were schelarship aild, a heliday party at
the Home for Aged Celored Women, now the Bannister House with
a Marathen punch which seme ef the ladies geated and asked for
mare.

Joseph G. LeCount, Esq., the president and enly living founder
of the Marathen Club was heneored at the club's 65th anniver-
sary dinner dance, held at the Helliday Imn, Previdence en
Januwary 17, 1970. Eve Bul 1-15-70 CRG

Sthel Esther Tremaine Rebinsen, Mrs. Jeaquin H. Pineire y Mera,
Pembreke Ph® 1905; grad std Fhil 1934-1935, was the first Negre
girl to graduate from Pembroke golle§e in Brown Unoversity. .n
her teen she lived 1n the Tillinghast estate, Beacon Avenue and
Pine Street, Previdence, R. I. !
Shertly after leaving Pembroke, she taught at Heward University,
Washingten, D, C. Some years she married }r. Pineire, leaving
the university and geing te Seuth America te live, During World War
war 11 she returned te Frevidence and having ne teacher's re- A
tirement, she was ebliged te ge on WPA and OAA. Her sister, Cera
Collete Rebinsen, Mrs. Henirich Van Leesten was ef the class of
1909 at Pembreke but did net finish. (Brown Directsry CRG)

e missionaries came te Previdence, R, I., and se interested
a group here that they requested & minister be sent te form &
church. Elder Allen "aters came and en July 6, 1905, erganized
a ehurch under the name ef the Church eof Ged and the Saints ef
Christ.

It was incerperated, August 14, 1908 under the same name with
the follewing named &8 Trustees, Alonzs Allen, Andrew Rhedes,
Bdwerd Potter and Samuel Crum.

Their officel day ef wership was Saturdey (Sabbath) accerding
te Exedus 20: 8 te Ll and no servile work was done by members.
glder Benjemin H, Watkins became the paster in 1935 until 1987,
then Bishop Levi S. Plummer in 1957 with Rev. Judah A, Persen
beceming asspciate paster in 1963.

In June 16, 1964, they purchased a lot at the corner of Dedge
and Cransten Streets from the Providence Redevelepment Agency,
2 split level structure with sanctuary for thelr present Tab-
ernacle with Bishep Levi S. Plummer and the congr(eggnti@n on
eﬂ‘{ﬁycri"rff’és &?yd)ucting the dedicatory servicess nel see




1906~ The Northeastern Federation of Colored “omen met in Prov-
idence, R. I., August 15th for a three day session with over
100 deldgates from various parts of the New England states. It
was reported that Miss Meritcha R. Lyons, ( first Negro teacher
in the public school system in New York city and a graduate of
the Rhode Island State Normal School in Providence, R. I,,) was
the most brilliant extemporancous speaker there with Mrs. Olivia
Ward Bush of Boston, a close second.

The following officers were elected: Mrs. Mary H. Dickerson of
Newport, R. I., honorary president; Mrs. Alice W. Williams of
Brooklyn, N, Y., president; Mrs. Charlotte E, France, Boston,
Mass., first vice-president; Miss Mary E. Juckson, Providence,
R. I., second vice-president; Hiss Ella P. King,xvnnwich.ét.,
third vice-president; Miss Maritcha R. Lyons, New York, N. Y.,
fourth vice-president; Mrs. E. H, COreene, Portland Maine, fifth
vice-president; Mrs. Rebecca A. Jackson, Jersey City, N. J.,
sizth vice-president; Miss C, C. Dunlap, Philadelphia, Pa.,
seventh vice-president; Miss Hattie A. Cook, Norwich, Conn.,
general secretary; Mrs. williem Amos, New Haven, Conn., a8ss't
secretary; Mrs. J. O, Henson, Boston, Mass,., treasurer; Mrs.
Minnie Cravatt Simpson, Chelsea, Mass., chairman executive
board; Miss Elizabeth G, Carter, New Bedford, Mass., chair-
man of the Worthfield Fund; Miss Reberta J. Dunbar, Provie
dence, R, I., orgenlzer. ( Rewrite by CRG from Alex-
ander's Magazine, September 15, 1908, p 15, Volumes 2-3,)
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The Macedenia Tnien American Methedist Episcepal Church wgsrted
by the unien ef twe churches, ene a Baptist, the ether a Meth-
odist, both in a run dewn cemditien se they theught in unien
there 18 strenght. This was in the Seuth Previdence area of
Previdence and land was bought en Celfax Street where a church
wag bullt by Rev. Jehn Wesley Fisher with the aid eof his sen
Jeseph and others.
With the passing ef gime this cengregatien becume run dewn un=
t1l the ceming ef Rev. Prince A, Hamilten when property was pur-
chased from a white church at the corner eof Ashmens and Plain
Streets.
This church was re-furnished making it ready for & re-dedicatien
and cerner stene laying, these ceremenies being prefermed by the
Most Wershipful Prince Hall Grand Ledge ef Rhede Islend, F. & A,
M., en October 3, 1960. (Encl Q3 e

| Al LT Ylon \HorLo g0 1999
Jesephine (Silone) Yates, 1859-19212 was the first Negre girl te
graduate from Regers High Sehsol in Newpert, R, I., with heners
in 1877 and in 1879 gradusted frem the State Normal Scheel, pas=
sibly their first Negre graduate. CAB
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The Church of the Savieur, Previdence, R, I., is the second Fpls-
copal Church in Rhede Island, the first, Christ Church, 1839 in
Providence.

The first mass was held, Sunday, Octeber 5, 1913, under the n=me
of St. Augustine's Missien at Broad and Fenner Streets conducted
by the Right Reverend James DeVelf Perry, Jr., D. D., Bishep ef
Rhoede Island. @ssisted by the Reverend Frederick J. Bassett, D.
D.,Reverend Edward H, Sweetland was appointed Priest in Charge.
The missien later meved te the old Church ef the Saviesur buil-
ding at the corner of Benefit and Transit Streets alse taking
its neme. in erder te mect the conditions of the property deed.
The Iay Reader in Charge, P. G, Meore-Browne was nmade 8 Deacen
Sunday, September 29, 1916 and the fellowing year on Sunday,
October 14, 1917 he was advanced te the Priestheed, a capacity
in which he served for 36 years, as Vicar in Charge. In 1932,
the Diecese soid the bullding. After twe more meoves, plans fer
& new church building were made, acquiring property at 527
North Main Street in May eof 1942, greund was breken en Thursday
October 7, 1948, finally en Sunday, September 11, 1949, at the
11,00 A, M, Mass, the church was dedidated by the Bishep ef the
Diocese a8 the new Church of the Savieur.

Here they wershiped until January ef 1960 when the church was
asld te the Providence Hedevelopment Ageney and the church was
intergregated with the Cathedral eof St. John.

There were twe ether pPriests whe served after Mather Moore-
Browne, Father Helly and Father Higginbothem.

Fifteen doners raised the money teo purchase a INammend Organ

feor the church which was dedlcated in hener of their lost enes,
Sunday, Octeber 30%h, 1949 with a brass plate stating the same
which was given by ene of our white friends.

(Enecls Mrs. Percival G, Meore-Brewne, Mrs, U, T. Carter, CRG)

boLoved OAL Fellows Fedi coke Yhroe v ol g
Fio Lran:To e St Boaf LT, ;0 dec of 191¢
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The WMt. Pleasant Baptist Church, Appenaug, R. I., was a missien
encevraged by seme members of the 2nd Free WHL1 Baptist Church
on Pend Street, Providence, R, I. CRG

The Grand United Order of 0dd Fellows bullding was autherized
April 20, 1914, §20,000 wss appropieted, ground was breken en
August 16, 1915, the cernerstene laid en July 16, 1918 with
the building at Cranston Street, Providence, R, I., com=
pleted in December of the same year,

1917-#lary E. Jackson was the member of Miss Eve D, Bowles' staff

1918~

1919~

during World War 1, heading up the work for colored women en=
gaged in industry throughout the country. She was known &s
special industriak worker among colored women and girls under
the War Work Cotincil of the ¥.W.E.A.

she wag an active worker of the New Englsand Federation of Wo-
men's Clubs also worked for the Rhode Island Employment Divi-
sion, office was on Westminster Street near Jackson Street.
(Pittsburgh Couriur; encl NEGRO WORKERS and the Mational De-
fense Program, Division of Resaerch and Statistics, Washing-
ton, D. C., September 16, 1941. CRG

215 colored draftecs, entrained for Camp Devens, Mass., Au-
gust 1, 1918, this was the second and the largest quota from
Rhode Island in World War 1. (Prov Eve Bul 8-1-18; Sun Tribune,
2=23-19; encl,) RG

Rose Butler Browne was ba n in Boston, Mess., in 1899, re-
ceiving part of her elementary education there and when about
ten years of age, the family moved to Newport, R. I., complet=-
ing it there, entering the old Rhode Islsnd Normel School in
1916, receiving her cergificate in 1919, later her BA., MA in
Fdue. she was finally accepted as a candddate for her PhD at
Harvard, which she received in 1939. (See her book, "Love My Children
Children®, an autoblography, C 69- 19048, Meridith Press, New
York, N. Y., & very interesting story of her life.)

Rhode Island College, her alma meta, named and dedicated a
seven story building, "Rose Butler Browne Hall" for girls on
their campus September 28, 1969. (See enel).

Her mother took an apartment in Providencs, to act as house
mother for her daughters and other Newport girls and while
here had a stroke, which she survived, I wag the attending
physician at that time.

I thought so much of this wonderful lady thet I semt a sketch,
program etc to Radeliffe @ollege Where they have made & blo-
graphical file for the Schlesinger Librari on the History of
Women in Ameriea, (September 23, 1969 encls) CRG

1919-#Nellde (Nell) Occomy Becker was born in Providence, R, I.,

daughter of kr. and Mrs. Walter Occomy, 85 John Street, Prov-
idence, K. I., who trace their origin back to 1732. She ate-
tended the elementary and high schools here, graduating from
the Rhode Island Normal School in 1919, undergraduate degree
frok Columbis Unlversity &nd was studying for her MA., BwcolL€RG
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1922-#A1fred C., A. Perry, 1861-1931, Grand Sachem of the National Al-

1923-

gonquin Indian Council was elected at the re-organization of
the 24 councils in 1922 when a few survivors had all but lost
their identy with their original forebears. Under his leadership
ship, customs of the tribe have been revived at several annual
gatherings at his farm on Dugaway Hill, Scituate Avenue, Crans-
ton where the braves from meny states would gather for thelr
povswews. He earned his name, "Chief Stronghorse" from & span
of large horses which had compeded in many pulling contests,

At one time he was head of the highway department of the Town
of Cranstom, laying many of the roads there. He was born in
Exebtey, R. I., in 1861 and died in Crenston, R. I., in 1931,
(encls Eve Bul Sept 1931; progrem of Pow-Wow, 12-13-23; copy
of history telling of the interest of Thomas W, Bicknell, (white
historian0 who visited Mr. Perry's farm many times;) also copy
of an application of th: Algonguin Indisn Couneil, incorporated
in Rhode Islamd, October 13, 1926.) CRG

A Histery of the Previdence Chrenicle, 1923-1958, by William D.
Wiley, telling hew he became the editer. g
(Carl R. Gress, M. D., had requested this histery fer pesterity)

1924-#pPerry Watkins, & native bern Rhede Islander, graduated frem the

1924«

R.I.5.D., in 1924, designed all the sets for "Mamba's Daughters”,
& New Yerk hit, alse sets for TV programs which came thraugh
some Providence stations. CRG

Rudelph Cheuncy Fisher came te Previdence in his early yeuth,
his father was the paster and built the Mecedenia AME Church eh
Colfax Street. He went throtigh the elementery schools, Classical
High, graduated from Brown University, BA,19; MA,21 and an M. D.
from Howard University in 1924; Classical High in 1915 with ho-
nors. He was & brilliant student st Brown, Phi Beta Kappa; Sig-
ma Xi, Delta Sigma Rho also aproXific writer, especially in We-
gro dialect, critics ranking him the "Ablest Bf NegroiWriters".
(Clipping 3-5-20). His original menyscripts are in the John Hay
Library. Tlected Clagss day orator,l919(File on Medicine & CRG
(While visiting in New York, his sister Miss Peerl Fisher tolé
of the request of Brown University to his wife for his manu-
scripts, which was granted. CRG)

1924-#Chester Tellington Chin, native of East Providence where he had

his elementary and high education, BA, Brown 19280, MA. Brown
1921; MD Mich 1924.He took, post graduate courses in Germany and
wag one of the first two Negroes to register in Ofhalmology in
New York. (File on Medicine’k CRG)

1927-#)ary (Howard) Jennings, native Rhode Islander, Frovidence ele-

mentary and high schools, RISD, 1927, BA., Yale School of Fine
Afts, 1935. while a senior &t Hope High in Providence, she won
a four year scholarship to RISD., She painted @& portrait in oll
of Gobernor Theodore Francis Green &also did some murals at TRI,
she is a school teacher in the Providence School Department.CRG
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1927-% Charity Balley w-s Lorn in Providence, R. I., elementary educe-
tion here and graduated from the Rhode Island College of Educa-
tion in 1927. i
after graduwation, she applied for a teaching rositicn in the
Providence Public School system but the then Superintendent of
Schools here, "would not appoint a Negro to teach in the school
system here®, Her mother fought this decision, had a hearing
but to no avail.

Miss Bailey was later invited by Charlotte Hawkins Brown, & fe-
mous Negro educator and counder of the Falmer Memorial Insti- -
tute in cSedalia, N. C., o teach there. She also taught at
Spelman College and Atlanta University in Atlanta, Georgia.

In 1935, Miss Bailey came to Noew York &nd under the federal
7orks Project Administration, taught and headed one of the lar-
gest chiidrents centers there.

In 1943 she rceeived a diploma from the Daleroze School of Mu-
sic also she studied at the Julliard School of Music. 1In 1958
she received an honorary Master of Fdueation degree from Rhode
Island College of Educztion, her Alma Mater. She has given mu-
sic seminars for teachers at New York City College, Sarah law-
rence College, a recital in the Rhode Islond College of Educa.
tion Auditorium, March 14, 1958, & miniturere folk festival at
the Albee Theatre, Devember 27, 1966 with dancer, Judith Jenus
end singer-guitarist, Ted Dennis. Previously she had taught
after school music at her own studlo in New York and the Henry
Street Settlement, New York.

uiss mailey hes been & music teacher at the Heathcote School
in Scarsdale, New Tork, for ten yeers at the "Little Red School
House in New York, also featured on WRCA'S TV "Sing A Song" se-
ries, one of the earliest Children's TV programs,

She is & writer, producer as well as & preformer on radio and
TV programs, one of her latest being the "Once Upon A Day with
Charity Balley Show" on channel 13, New York, has recorded for
the national "Operation Headstart" prograem. She 1s currently
conducting a workshop in music at the Benk Street College of
fucation in New York City. ( ¥iss Bailey's short butoblogra-
phy; Boston Advertiser, 1955; F. E. Bul, 1958 & 19663 rewrite
by CRG, 1970.) :

1928- Noash C. vesley, 1855-1988, Sezton and Bell Ringer of the First
Baptist Meeting-House in Americe for 46 years, 1882-1928. 1In
Revelutionaey times, the bell was rung at sunrise, mid-day and
curfew which was twenty slow strokes later the times were
changed and in his later years, Mr. Wesley was excused &8 a con-
eession to his age. He lived off of Proad Street in the Roger
Wil.iams park area and it must have been &n efford to get up to
ring the sunrise bell. He joined the First Baptist ifeeting-
Hpuse arcunf the early 1900's and dled in the Ehode Island Hos-
pital, August 20, 1928. His funeral was preached by the Rev.
miward Holyoke, the pastor, the honorary pall bearers bdelng
Deacons Frederick R. Chapin, Arthur E. Watson, Foster H. Town-
send and Clinton T. Gamwell. ( Reberta J. Dunbarj}s note book;

a personel interview with Arthur E. Watscn and rewx-itigvgy )CRG

GRS P HBC
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rursuant to the foregoing paragraphs, let me tell ou of the

® story of the Bell in the First Baptist Me«ting-House in Ame-
rieca, Prcvidemce, R. I.," from Miss Reberta J. Dunbar's pers:
sonal note book.of facts you ought know.

In Revolutionary times it ran 8t Sunrise--Mid-day-- Curfew ;the
church being paid $125.00 per year. \
Korning bell at 8,30 A, M,, "Wl time.

Mayor Gainer's time it was stopped during July and August.

o hollidays.

Once & year the church got a check from the City Treasurer for
$186.00 from 1871 until 1900, when comeone had it diseontinued.
Indignant citizens soon had it restored.

In 1840, the sexton got an extra $85,00, do not know why.
Curfew in oldern times mecant, "Time to go home and go to bed,
children off the streets.” §

1929-4%illaim Clarence Foster PhB Irown, 29; grad std biol 29-30;
¥Se Minn 39; Came with Boericke from Minn to Hahnemann Med Col
in rhildadelphia, Pa., in its change to a regular school of med-
iecine apd become res.physlologist. Other heads were from Penn.,
Cincinnati, John Hopking ete. ( I have a letter from him telling
me about the complications of being & Negro there but that ccme
out all right later. 41so I met him in Providence at a re-union
and he told me Brown wanted his priginsl 67 pspers for thelr ar-
chives. GRG Brown Dictionery of Grads, 1950 p 259.)
1931-%ALlfred €. Perry %1861-1931, "Chief Strong-Horse, Grand Sachem of
the Algenguin Couneil for 24 years since its re-organization in
1922 wes born in Exerter, R. I. , in 1861 and died in Cranston
in September, 1931. Under his leadership the custums of the
tribe have been revived at the spnnuel gatherings, many taking
rlace on his farm at Dugaway Hill, Scitlvate Avenue, Cranston,
R. I. He was fond of horses, having a pacer which he entered
in many rosd races, slso & large palr of farm horses, hence the
neme Strong-Horse entering them in weight dragsing contests. as )
was the custom at the fairs, Fis Gaughter, Annie (Perry) Far-
row was elected secretary of the Council back in 1928, still is
although it &s not active now on account of deaths etc. She has
the minuetes from its inception in her possessiocn which che has
shown me, (L970)(CRG) She told me of meny visits to the farm by
Thomas W, Bicknell,with her father. MNr. Bicknell was interested
in Rhode Tsland history and encouraged Mr. Perry in the formetion
of the Council,.(CRG Mrs. Annie (Perry) FarrowEve Bul 9- =31)

1921~ Joseph E. Brown, 1844-1934, born in Frederisks, Co., id., Sell-44
died in providence, R. 1., L-26-34, enlisted in the EévsdrStewarts
Corps, Mey 20, 1862 in Providence end the £irst assignment was to
the "Constitution" at Annapolis, again at Newport wnen things zot
too warm, the U, 8, Naval Academy moved north. Completing his
service as a stewart he returnsd to Providence, later re~inlist-
ed in the regular Navy. A copy of his discharge was given to the
Rhode Island Historical Scciety by CRG who caeme into possesion of
it after his son passed. 5 \
The famous frigate Constitution mede a visit to Providence in Au=-
gust, 1971 and the only living Rhode Islend member of the crew
was piped aboard with honors. (Prov Eve Bul 7-10-31 & CRG)

_ hegveesondhe Toland of Rhade Feter i by
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A move to unite some of the Negro churches in Providence and
in 1935, Rev. Lawson of the Congdon 5treet Buptist Church sug-
gested agdhn an organic union to throw strenght into a lesser
number for the benefit of miahy. (Eve Bul CRG)

Charles A, Battle of Newport, R. I., had printed a 1little book-
let of 39 pages, June 14, 1932 undef the title, "Negroes on the
Island of Rhode Izlapd“., ¥e was prompted by the fact that so
little is known at this time that for two hundred years or more,
black people have worked togsether with whites for the best ine
terest of Rhode Island. Some nctable thoughts and deeds are re-
corded which our descendants today can well be proud. (enclosure)

¥me. Matilda Sissleretta (Joynor) Jones, the "Black Patti" dled
in Providence at the Rhode Island Hospital, in July, 1933. (See
uvnder the year, 1869 for notes, newspaper elippings ete also &
short history of her ecomplied by Carl R. Gross, M. D,, all of

which has been copled ani sent to the HMoorland-sSpingarn Collec-
tion, Howard University, Washington, D. C. (CRG)

During 1934 the Rhode Island Baptist State Convention welccmed
into its fellowship, the PFleasgant Stirect Baptist Church of Test-
erly, R. I. PFormerly an indeperndent body known as the Pleasant
Street Adventist Chureh of Westerly but it wused the eovenent of
the First Baptist Church and operating under its by-laws, (See
folder under churches, notcs by Mrs. Ulysses T, Carter,)

19%- william H, Higgins, M. D., was appointed a member and became

1936=

chairman of the Rhode Iqj.( nd State Board of Podiatry in 1936,
He was born in Marion, N, C., graduate of Livingston College,
later a trustee there, :mdwzte of Leonard Medical College &t
Taleigh, N, C., post graduate course at Long Island College of
Medicine and registered in Providence, June 1, 1903. He was
ddputy of Rhode Islend and a Past President of the National Med-
iecal Associstion, the Negro equivelant to the American Medical
Agssoelation which would not accept Negro physiclens then for
membership. ( see folder on medicine)

Decenmber 4, 1935 At the requaest ani suggestion of the Providence
Branch, NAACP., the following persomns vere appointed members of
the Rhode Island and Providence Plantations Tercentenary Commit-
tee, Inc., jr. Carl R, Gross, Dr. Andrew L. Jackson, llss Reberta
ke Dunbaz- and J., G. LeCount oi‘ Providence; Mrs. Beverly Tinsley,
Mr. Leroy Williems and My, William H. ‘[ilton of Newport, The
first meeting was held at the residence of ¥Miss Reberta J. Dun=-
bar, 77 Winter Street, Providence, R. I., Mr. LeCount chosen
chairman and Dr. Gross, secretary. Harch 4,,1936..lr, Le~-
Count: e are plpa/ed to see a copy of the minutes and re=-
ecomisndations made are int gting and there are parts of them
which may well be brought before our Executive Board...* AL

the March 26th neeting Miss Dunbar moved that we have a book on
Negro History and that she have charge of colliecting material
and editing 1

" 45k
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1939~

1940
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Rhode Island Tercentenary Connittee continued

Categories suggested were: Art, Churches, Clubs and Organizations,

Dentistry, Fduecation, Inventors, law, Legislature, Medicine, Mi-.

litary, Nurses, Pharmecy, Fress, Misce.. kuslc, Sports. We applied

plied to the State committee for funds to publish our notes but
finaneces were not forthcoming. I have kept the correspondenceas
as secretary, Mrs. Wlysses T, Carter, 8r,, gave me the notes on
churches which she and ¥Mrs. Tinsley had collected, Mr. LeCount
information on Law and lLegislature, Wr. Willlam P. I'. Freeman
the material on Mme, Sissieretta Joynor Jonss and others gave
so that I have been able to compile these chronclogical notes
hoping they may be of scme value. (CRG

Piger T. Rouzeau, feature writer for the Pilttsburg Courier was
sent throughout New Ingland &nd the enclosure is what he wrote
about Providence, R. I., "CIVIL RIGHTS BRAZENLY IGNCRED", Aug.
4, 1938, I must admit there has been some progress made, in
1538 there were no public school teachers, policemen ete but
now, 1970 there are, & deputy superintengent of schools, affpe-
mer R, I. State Bank GCommissioner, 8 black junior high school
prineipal but the Negro not fortunate to go to college needs
Jobs sueh a8 plumbers, electricians, carpenters ete and prese
sure hes to be brought to open up the unions. (enclosure CRG)

Articles of incorporation were filed by the John Hope Communi-
ty Ascoelation, Inec., May 11, 1939 by Williem P. H, Freenan,
Carl R. Gross, Reberta J, Dunbar, Joseph G. LeCount, Anra A,
Lewis, Andrew L. Jackson, Jimes i, Stockett,Jr., V illaim H.
BRend, John F, Lopez, Sr., riet ¥, Hyde, Florence V, lLopez,
wadeline H, Genebra and I. Amna Worgan. BRefore the lncorpora=
%ion not bein able to purchase tha property at 15 Pratt Street,
with the consent of the Home Owners Loan, the seller, Nr. %Wile
iiam H, Bland, Sr., purchased the property for $3350.00, 10¢
down and about $16.00 per month on the balance. NMr. Freeman
had contacted Aron Richman, NBC agent who promised 1/3 of all
tickets sold. We surprised him netting a comnission of $367.00
which went %o pay back ¥r. Bland after we incorporated. The

concert was by Miss Marian Anderson at the Metropolitian theater.

We had been staffed by voluteer help until fortunely VPA took
over with carpenters, plumbers, stecamfitters and laborers who
gave the building a good check and with Miss Enid ¥oore-Browne
as directress, white coller workers in the various crafts, the
nineteen room building was formerly opened. The association
was nawed in honor of the late John Hope, & great Negro educa-
tor, an alumnus of Brown University who spent meny days here

in Frovidencs.

irounfi the mid 1908%¥s & group of women sterted a day nursery,
The Mother Dickersbn Day Nursery, 22 D street caring for little
ones while thelr mothers were busy otherwise. This effort gave
rise later to the John Hope Comnunity Association around 1928
when funds were solicited to around $600.00. In 1839 to show
g00d faigh the effort was revived and the dream of many vwas re-
alized. After a years probastion we were accepted into the
work Group of the Providence Community Fund. ¥ (CRG

Peve- Chromele 1950/ 855
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1940- The Rhode Island Inter-Recial Conference, & study of the Negro
in Rhode Island, His Contributaticns and Needs, sponsored by
the Rhode Island Interchurch Commission for Social Action, Fe-
bruary 1ll-12, 1940.

Sunday, February ll,
9,15 A.¥, Council of Churches Radio Service WPRO
11 4. B, Exchange of ministers snd choirs
1.00 P. M., WJAR Rev V,H.E.Smith, Congdon Street
$.00 P, ¥, Vesper Service, First Baptist Church
Rev, Arthur B, Wilson, FPresddent, Inter
church Commission for Soecial Aetion,
presiding
Devotlons Rev P. G. loore-Browne
Speaker Mr. A. Phillip Handolph, pre-
sident Brotherhood of Sleeping Car
Porters. ;
7.30 P, M, Special services Trinity Unlon Meth-
odist, Providence; First Methodist,
Pawtuckeb.
Bebruary 12,
Central Baptist Church, Providence
2.,45 P, M. Address; The Negro and his achieve~
mente in R, I,, Miss Reberta Duhbar
Symposium: The Negro end His Needs
Mrs, Madeline Genebra, YWCA Bd.ofDir.
¥r. William D, Wiley, Editor Providence
Chronicle.
uiss Helen Smith, Phyllis “heatley
Senior Club, YWCA.

0 P, M. Annual Wecting Providence Urban League,

5 P, M. Abraham Lincoln~Frederick Douglass Dinner
Toagstmaster, Rabbi Willism G. Braude
Reports of Dissussion Groups
Speakers:
william P. H, Freema2n, Pres. John Hope Ass'n
Bradford H. Kenyon, Pres. Prov. Urban League
Matthew W, Bullock, Former Special Ass't
Attorney-General of }iasse

Providence Public Library, Exhibit of

Negro Literature, Art and Music.

Open House at John Hope Comwunity Center

15 pratt Strect, February 1217

Pegeant, "My Country,Tis" at Temple

Emanu-El, Morris Avenue.

Open FHouse Codding Community Center,

140 Codding Street, Monday, Februvary l%.R )
| CRG

1945« The First Anniversary of the Knight Street USO was observed at
1ts faeility, 276 XKnight Street, Providence, R. I.. The old
Knlght Street Police Station had been renoveted end furnished
It wvas open 24 hours a day for the benefit of servicemen from
the surrounging arees, Pourlng, lrs. James I, Stockett, Jr.,
and ¥rs. Andrew J, Bell,ll: Stending, Jemes ¥, Stockett, Jr,,
¥rs. Herold B, Tanner, ¥rs. %William H, Gross,ll, Chairman of the
Knight Street hostesses, Urs. S. Foster Hunt, Mayor Dennis J.
Roberts ard Paris V. Sterrett, USO director. (CRG )
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1946-#lrs. pmma Clarissa (Williams) Clement, daughter of the late

1948«

Mr, and Mrs. John Williams was named "American Mother of 1946,
the first Negro ever named for that honor. Her family lived
in my father's house, 133 Wadsworth Street, Providence, R. I.
Mrs. Clement attended the local schools, was a member of the
Second Free Will Baptist Church on Pond Street and left here
in her teens to attend Livingston College, Salisbury, N. C.
While there she met her husband, the late George Clement who
later became bishop of the African Methodist Episcopal Zion
Church in Iouisville, Ky. Ilirs. Ruth M, Vorrel, emecutive se~
cretary of the United Counecll of Church Women nominated Mrs.
Clement, chosen from about 60 nominees from all over the
country and her election was announced by Mrs. Harper Sibley
of Rochester, N. Y., the retiring American Mother of 1945,

A social worker, a partner in her husband's ministry, a cher-
tee member of the SouthernCommission on Inter-Racial Co-oper-
ation, statisticlan, Kentucky Federation of "omen's Clubs,
secretary (Negro division) American Field Army Cancer Society.
Her children all are graduates of Livingston, one, Rufus E.
Clement became president of Atlanta University, Atlanta, Ga.,
the others also held high positions in various fields. ( See
enclosures. CRG)

The Rev. Dr. William S, Hollend operates the only Negro Day
Camp for Negro children at the Watchman Industrial School at
North Scituate on a pilece of property he owns, formerly the
Smithfield Seminary. He also owns the Watchman Industrial
School on Codding Street, Providence, one of the buildings
built by the students. At North Scituate,,the children hepp
in the vegetable gardens which provides some income. The
fee is 25 cents per day if they can pay otherwise free being
carried from Providence by & bus, being taught by volunteer
and paid bBeachers. ( enclosure Eve Bul 8-23-48 CRG )

1950-4#iirs, Rose Butler Browne received an honorary degree, PhD edec
(Cl

1950~

1952

from her Alma Mata, Rhode Island College. RG

carl R, Gross, M, D., was appointed by His Exeellency, Gov.
John O Pastore of Rhode Island, to the first Committee of
100 on Children and Youth, representing the American Legilon
of Rhode Island Child Welfare Committee. ( encl CRG )

Williem F, Johnson was still working at the age of 90 after

he had been discharged 27 years ago,considered toc old to
work in 1925, This was the reason when he applied for a Job
with Starkweather & Shepley, Inc, 17 Custom House Street,

at the age of 62, He was born in Beaufort, N. C., Decembeisis
1862, As a boy he worked on a fishing boat out of Beaufort
but learning that his father wanted to send him to Hanpton,

he left home, turpemtine camps in Georgia, railroad construc-
tion gongs in Florida, coming North around 1922 working in New
York, Nev Haven, Boston and finally Providence. Among other oc-
cupations here he was & porter at the Albee Theater which he
left because of Sunday work, he being very religious. ( Prov
Sun Jour, November 30, 1952 CRG )

# Natibe born




1958-%At a social gathering & small group heard Dr. Effie Elills a re-
sident in pPediatrics at the Providence Lying-In Hospital tell
of the concern of the white teaching staff as to the future of
NWegro meiical students, their opportunities for gatting an ed=-
ucation ani the opcning of white medical schools to Negroes of
high scholastic standing, the need of those who are out to aid
another up the laider. Shewas told of a Providence boy, pre-
med at Howard University, on the Dean's list for three years,
who graduates this week and who might not be able to finance
himself on account of the drain so far. sShe sald”"that is the
kind of a stulent who should be helpez and who & white school
wanted”. She wondered if we had 100 friends who would give
$10.00, That is how the Creater Providence Craduate Scholar-
ship committee was former with tuition in full for one year,
$45.00 per month for nine months for this young wan with his
family also contributing. He finished and is an internist in
another city, there being a balance of around §16.00 which was
given to the Providence Urban League for the Margery Bland
Scholagship fund they were the gamrdians of. ( CRG Sec¢ )encls

1953-#Navy Commender Reeves Ramsey Taylor was born in Providence,
March 6, 1929, attended the elementary schools here, Hope High,
Brown University, §did not finish) since he received an appoint-
ment to the U. S. Waval Academy from Senator Theodore Francis
Green of R. I., en¢ering in 1949 and graduating in 1963, He
flew 56 Vietnam missions from the carrier Constellation then
assigned to the Bureau of Naval Personel where he headed a
minority officer recruiting program, traveling to 36 predomi-
nantly Negro colleges. In 1967, navy commisions were given to
47 Negroes, over 100 in 1968, On ll-Mar-70, he relieved Comm.
Patrick E, 0'Gara on board the N.A.S., Albany, Ga., taking com-
mand, (E. B, 3-23-70), He holds the Navy's Air Medal with two
gold stars, thatibhed Defemse Medal with bronze star, and the
Vietnam Service Medal. He is married to the former Gloria Beau-
bien and they have three sons. (PSJ 7=T=-68) (CRG)

1953-#Lt. Walter S. Gladding Memorial Square was dedicated at the cor-
ner of Olney and Camp Streets, July 16, 1953 with appropiate
ceremonies attended by the American Leglon and Veterans of Fo-
reign units. The principal address was given by Dr. Carl R.
Gross, child welfare officer of Armstrong-Gladiing Post, 69,
American Legion he also being a member of the Dept.of R. I.,
Child welfare Cémmittee (P, J. 7T-17-53 CRG )

1965-#Raymond T, Jackson was born in Providence, R. I., December 11,

1933, the son of Mr. and lMrs. Raymond Jackson of Providence.

He began to study the organ at the age of nine, at 13, was the
organist at the Macedonie AME Church on Colfax Street and at

15 he was organist and choir master at the Congdén Street Bap-

tist Church, both of Providence, R, I, He attended the elemensary sch
tary schools here, graduating from Hope High in 1951 being cale

ied upon to direct in the absence of the Hope High director at

various musical occassions. He commuted from New York for two

years to be at Congdon Street for Sunday services. cont. p 38
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‘For Poor and Destitute” 7. ; 3 57

Michael Tillinghast, an early
Negro settler in' Providence,
lacked' the wealth of Ebenezer
Knight Dexter, but was imbued
with kindred spirit of charity.

In 1834, just 10 years after
Mr. Dexter gave his Neck Farm
to the city for an asylum, Mr.
Tillinghast made a will giving
his two-story, wooden residence
at 25-27 Beacon Ave, in trust to
benefit ‘“the poor and destitute
colored people” of Providence.

The city recently obtained
court permission to sell Dexter
Asylum and use the proceeds
to benefit poor residents. Today,
five women, serving as trustees
of Michael Tillinghast’s gift,
asked the Superior Court for
permission to sell the old resi-
dence- and invest the proceeds
for continued charities to poor
colored. people.

The petition filed by Joseph G.
LeCount as attorney for the
[trustees said the old Tillinghast
property needs repairs badly and

" Trustees Seek to Sell
Property for Charity

it would cost so much it would
be better to sell the property. It
was estimated the sale might
bring at least $10,000 for invest-
ment to produce income to carry
out Mr. Tillinghast’s charitable
wishes.

Mr. Tillinghast, who died in
1841, in the will he made seven
years earlier, committed his soul
“to Almighty God” and his body
“to the earth to be decently bur-
ied.” Then, “as it respects my
worldly estate with which it has
pleased Heaven to crown my in-
dustry,” he specified that his
real estate be placed in trust
for use of certain relatives, and
hereafter for the benefit of poor
colored residents.

The property, which may be
more than 150 years old, has
been producing gross rentals of
less than $800 annually. From
what remains after taxes, costs

Continued on Page 20, Col. 3
- Tillinghast

The Michael Tillinghast house at 25-27 Beacon Ave. |

I

—Journal-Bulletin Photo

The Wi edioe LTZ 0N g lhas
EsXaX<

Tillinghast

Continued

of upkeep, insurance and other
charges, the trustees have been
honoring Mr. Tillinghast’s mem-
ory by donating sums to poor
families, ' needy . students and
even to such general charities
as the Heart Fund.

He stipulated in his will that
in distributing annual income,
the trustees “are hereby strict-
ly enjoined not to let sectional
and party prejudice or partial-
ities interfere with or influence
them in the discharge of their
duties.”

The- petition, as in all such
cases involving charitable
trusts, is brought against the
attorney general as the repre
sentative of the public interest.
A hearing probably will be held
early in the fall,

|




Dec. 1954 C.R.Gross
Thumb Nail Sketches of the Negro in R. I.

Mre. Amy Fenner Parker born in Providence
Nov. 5, 1807. Her Daughter lrs. Anne E. laing married
Dr. Dﬁnlel Laing, who wag Minister to Liberia and their
two children, JOScph Laing and Clementine Laing were
born in Morovia, Liberia.

\.
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widely recognized. Mr. Downing was a great fighter for human
rights in the public schools of Newport and he was also among the
sixteen men who made up the deficiency of the Touro Bequest and
bought Touro Park for our city. By the way, the original layout and
planting in that park was done by a black landscape artist, Mr. Rice.

Another distinguished man was Rev. M. A. Van Horne from the
Union Congregational Church. He led the city for many years in
civil rights and served in our legislature for three terms. In 97 he
was made consul to the Danish West Indies by President McKinley,
a very wise move for through him the coal of those islands was pur-
chased for the United States and prevented from falling into Span-
ish hands during the war for Cuba in 1898. We could continue ad
infinitum. The service of the black man is the service of other Ameri-
cans: equal, no better and certainly no worse. What should Newport
do about it?

In our city there exists one building and one building only
which bears the stamp of the period of the Civil War, that war
which freed the black man as is so well demonstrated by our Civil
War monument in front of the Presbyterian Church where white
man and black man stand forever on guard. This building is, at
present, the Mt. Zion A.M.E. Church opposite the Hotel Viking and
directly next to the Jewish Cemetery. The use of this building, if it
could be secured, would provide a center for the collections and
records of which we speak. It is directly in geographical association
with the Redwood Library, which already has some useful docu-
ments and with the Newport Historical Society just down the street.
Its pastor and its trustees and its congregation have shown a con-
tinuing interest in black history and in the maintenance of proper
pride for black accomplishment in our area. If an arrangement could
be made possible, this interesting building could be restored to the
1850 form, a type of architecture unique in this area. It need not
cease its function as a house of religion; it need not cease its function
as a center of civic and charitable work but it could become a hall
for expression of black historic values and it could become a shrine
where these things might be preserved.

We are asking the people of Newport — are they interested in
doing such a thing? We are asking the church of Mt. Zion — are
they interested in doing such a thing? And we are asking all people
of good will everywhere — is it not time such a thing were done?

A BLACK MUSEUM

for

RHODE ISLAND

\First Black
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!‘ A Black Museum, called by
s

nation, was opened yesterday at
the Mt. Zion A.M.E. Church in
Newport, a Negro church dating
back to before the Civil War.

Financed by private pledges
including a grant from the Doris
Duke Foundation, the small
museum in the foyer of the
church will focus on Negro con-
tributions  to the history of
Rhode Island and the nation.

Included in the collection are
memorabilia from the black
garrison in the Battle of Rhode
1Island as well as documents
relating to Negro and slave
history, busts of prominent
blacks and books and magazines
on black history.

Formal dedication of the
museum will be held after a
fund drive is conducted.
Restoration of the church also is
|planned. Admission to the
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Newport and Rhode Island have played a very important part
in the development of the black man as a citizen of the United
States. From the earliest days, there have been black men going
seafaring from Newport. They were sailors, not slaves, and later
they were farmers and recognized citizens of the community. In
1652, the State of Rhode Island forbade the existence of slavery
within its borders but the laws of England were to prevail and
Newport knew slavery for many years. In 1673, however, some in-
terest was taken in the position of the slave and it was required that
slaves should not work on Sunday.

Going through the Colonial records book by book and year by
year, we find innumerable mentions of vital sections of the black
history of the United States. Yet Newport today has no single treas-
ury where these may be found and studied nor has the State of
Rhode Island such a deposit. That some such gathering be made
soon is imperative unless valuable material now available and now,
alas, fading and facing the erosion of time is preserved.

It has been suggested that some suitable spot might be found
in Newport where this preservation and gathering might be made.
We are summoning people of good will from this city and this state
to assist us in the undertaking so described.

Interesting as has been the history of Colonial Newport, it
would be very sadly lacking without this significant black chapter.
Our graveyards contain valuable evidence of the high regard in
which these slaves were held. The names Cuffee, Cudjoe and others
betray the African origin of these people. These are the Guinea
Coast names of the days of the week and men from those regions
always took the name of their birth day as their first and known
usual name. Thus the famous Friday of Robinson Crusoe was no
accident and was perfectly understood by the people of Defoe’s day.

When the Revolution came, the part of black men was not
slight. Interesting memoirs show their early participation with the
colonists’ cause and, above all in the actual fighting, the black regi-
ment of Colonel Christopher Green has a memory still living in the
minds of those who know the importance of each Revolutionary
contest. In the battle of Rhode Island, these men stood at the turn-
ing point of the entire action, twice facing and defeating the attack
of the skilled Hessian troops. Where they stood that day, the state
already is honoring with a park and a flag staff. The men who fought
there remained in the army and the payment of pension to them
throughout their lives is a matter of record of the State of Rhode
Island.

With the coming of the end of the war came the end of slavery
in Rhode Island. Originally preached by the Friends who allowed
no slave owner to be a member of their meeting, Rhode Island abol-
ished slavery by stating no one could be brought a slave, no one
could be born a slave and no one could be sold a slave in its state.
This left some in slavery but the institution was dead. Indeed, when
it came time to join the Constitution, one of the main reasons that
Rhode Island did not accede to the original draft was because it
allowed slavery. The man making this noble appeal to right and
humanity was none other than Major Barton who had distinguished
himself by the capture of General Prescott with the assistance of a
black man in 1777.

The new century brought to Newport the formation of a group
determined to return to Africa, their native land. The records of this
group are extant and form fascinating reading, too little available
to the passerby. Taking part in the colonization that became Liberia,
these men suffered the hardships of the opening of a pioneer colony
and some of them came into contact with a great Newporter who
was responsible in no small measure for the cessation of the slave
trade. We refer to Matthew Perry, the Commodore who opened the
gates of Japan. Perry, early in his career, served on the coast of
Africa and his vigorous work bettering the condition of those on the
Coast is commemorated on his monument in Touro Park.

The education of the black man was not neglected and as early
as 1763, the Rector of Trinity Church, the Reverend Marmaduke
Browne, started a school exclusively for black children. It was fi-
nanced by the church and did work among these people. It was
continued by Mrs. Brett whose husband was the famous surgeon,
John Brett. This early initiation of education was matched by the
very early establishment of churches among the black people of the
community and several churches were founded, each of which has
its own records and its own remarkable history. In the list of these
is the Mt. Zion Church of which more later. The first known black
graduate from the high schools of Newport was in 1877. She went
on to teach in the normal schools in Jefferson City, Missouri and
was widely recognized for her accomplishments.

George T. Downing, born in 1819, the son of a slave, was one
of the leading men of this city, managing the famous Sea Girt Hotel
where Downing Block now is. It is remarkable that he was a close
friend of Frederick Douglass and Charles Sumner. Sumner was the
leader whose foresight might well have prevented much of the un-
rest we have today had his intelligence and his humanity been more
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nation, was opened yesterday at
the Mt. Zion A.M.E. Church in
Newport, a Negro church dating
back to before the Civil War.
Financed by private pledges
including a grant from the Doris
Duke Foundation, the small
museum in the foyer of the
church will focus on Negro con-
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Rhode Island and the nation.
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garrison in the Battle of Rhode
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