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Cdw Gangsters, Says Coe 
The ciosing Chapters of 

the Life · of 'Black Patti' 

Sissieretta Joyner Jones Climbed the Heights of Fame, 

But She Gave It All Up to Come Back and Stay Here 

in Providence When Her Relatives Neededeedecl Her Aid. 

BY F. C.
1 

TERRY 

QUIETLY and unassurmngly she 
lived here in the city where 
her parents 11.ad brought her 

as a small girl. And when she died 
here this month there were few who 
pa.id niuch attention -to the brief 
obituary that told of the passing of 
Matilda SissierettR- Joyner. 

But this was "Black Patti'' who 
had died-the little lady · of color 
who h~d l)ad her start in Sunday 
school entertainments here a.nd 
then gone on to fa1ne on the con­
cert stage as one of the greatest 
artists of her race. · 

In one week she san~ to 75,000 
people in Madison Square Garden, 
ind she appeared lje:fore 300,000 at 
the Buffalo .Exposition. She sang 
before several P.residents and was 
a White House guest. Dame Nellie 
Melba and other famous men and 
women were her friends. as auto~ 
graphed photographs attest. How 
her l'ace looked up ,to her can be 
imagined from the fact that the 
"Green Pastures" company asked 
to be allowed to visit her in a bO<l.y 
when they were in Providence for a 
week. 

Many of the greatest colored act-' 
ors, musicians and composers 
started in her companies, including 
Williams and Walker; Rosamond 
Johnson, the great composer; Rich­
ard B. Harrison, t:Pe "Lord God" of 
"Green Pastures;" Whitney Broth­
ers, stars in that same play;' Ernest 
Hogan, comedian and composer; 
Harry Burleigh, composer; Bob Cole, 
composer, and a long list of others. 

All of the acclaim that was hers 
in her public career, however, she 
gav~ p years ago when she . re­
turned to this city to see that her 
grandmother and mother, ill, were 
cs}ed for. After international con­
cert tours she settled here quietly. 
"Bla.ck Patti' became again just 
Sissieretta Joyner. 

WHERE SHE GOT 

HER SOBRIQUEl' 

Although Pr.ovidence ha.ct been her 
home since early childhood, she was 
born in Portsmouth, Va., Jan. 5, 
1868, coming here when a small child 
with her father and mother, Mr. 
and Mrs. J. M. Joyner. 

In the schools here she WRS known 
aia: "Sissy" and "Tilly", and the chil­
dren were very fond -of her. One 
schoolmate said. the other day. "I 
u~ed. to 1 ove singing teacher da,y, 
Sissy's voice could be heard above 

the rest." According to another life­
long friend, she really started public 
singing in the -Sunday school of the 
Pond Street Baptist -Church when 
we had entertainments and little a.f­
fair .s_. 

Wh 'en 15 shE: began to actually 
study singing at the Providence 
Academy of Music under the direc­
tion of M. Mouros and Baroness La­
combe. At 18 she went to Boston to 
continue her lessons at the New Eng­
land Conservatory of Music. Later 
she studied in New York city, one 
teaChi)r being Matlame Louise Cap­
piani. 

The na .me of "Black Patti" was 
given to her by the New York Clip­
per after she had. sung with the .great 
L~vy's band at Wallick's Theatre in 
New York . It was said "She sings 
like Patti, without the slightest visi­
ble effort/' 

"BOY, KEEP IT FOR 

POCKET CHANGE" 

When very young she married 
Richard Jones . . -The one child born 
to them did not live long. This was 
a terrific sorrow to Madame Jones. 
She was fond of children and in her 
later cta;ys took in homeless children 
to board. 

Richard. Jones simply could not 
sta'.nd prosperit~ and a divorce was 
secured. Madame Jones was grant­
ed the right to resume her maiden 
name. A story is told which is. said 
to be typical of Mr. Jones. In a hall 
where a conce -rt was being given he 
stationed a young man to collect the 
money at one door a.nd he at an­
other, where "Black Patti" was sing­
ing. After the concert. the youth 
sought him out saying "You didn't 
take the money!" 

"How much is it?" Mr. Jones 
asked. 

"Nearly twenty dollars!" ' 
"All right," answered Mr. Jones, 

"keep it for pocket change. boy." 
Major Pond who piloted H_enry 

Ward Beecher, H. M. Stanley. George 
Keilll.an, Sir Edwin Arnold, Bill 
Nye, Mark Twain and George W. 
Cable and other notables was 
Madame Jones's manager for a long 

· time. It was he who presented her 
_a~ Madlson Square Garden: · 

",Black Patti" sang to 7000 on Feb. 
· ~2. 1893. in Talmadges Tabernacle 
in Brool-::lyn, ' N: Y.; and one day in 
August to 12,000 in Congress Hall 
Park. Her singi g was one of the 
big attractions at the World's Fair 

1~___:;-=-:....;~-..!:.-.:~-=.....::=;___::==..__::_:::::..:::::......~-=~=====:=::::~===-i 

in O:tiicago in 1893 and at the Great 
Actor's Fund Ben~fit in New York. 

I~HTED BY . HAR.RISON 

TO TRE , ,'\7HITE :tIOt:"SE 

Preside.tit Harrison in February, 
1882, invited Madame Jones to ap­
pear at the luncheon in the blue 
room of the White House. Mts. Har­
rison presented her with a bouquet 
of White House orchids. Later she 
appeared · at the houses of Chief 
Justice Fuller, Senator Andrews and 
other ·dignitar.ies. She sang before 
President McKinley and '.President 
Roo$evelt. 

Her first foreign appearances were 
made at Berlin, the many cities to 
follow were Paris, Cologne, Munich' 
and Mila.o.. She ,wa,s received with 
great enthusiasm and applause _ in 
Nu.rope. Under Charles Matthews 
she toured South America. Voelckel 
and Nolan formed tl1.e wor'ld fa­
mous "Black Patti Troubadours" in 
1895 which toured the United 
States, Canada, Mexico and Cuba. 

When Madame Jones came to 
Pro ,vidence to care for her relatives 
she intended to return to the stage 
but she would not leave them ill. 

1 Her grandmother passed away and 
later htr mother, but she had given 
th.€m every comfort and devotion, b er 
friends say. Naturally reset'ved, she 
became more so as the years HQssed 
on and she never made but one 
more stage appearance and that was 
at Grand Theatre, Chicago. 

A smile would wreath her fa-0e 
when one discovered her identity, 
but she positively would not talk 
of her glory. A friend who spent 
years in the family says her dis­
position was wonderful. · She was 
al·,;;·ays the ~ame. _In fa-0e, of ad­
versity she would smilingly say, 
"The sun is sb.ining.' ' Even during 

·, her suffering it ,was tne .same. 

PRO YID ENCE GA YE 

HER A .MEDALLION 

She lived a retired lif~ at her home 
on Wheaton street, scarcely ever go­
ing out. Toe h01neless children and 
a parrot brought by her from Ar­
gentina 28 years ago, were her oom-
panions. ·' ~ 

, Recently when Green Pastures 
played here, Madame .Joyn~r refused 
to allow them to v.lsit her in a body, 
but at the personal appeal of "Tutt" 
Whitney and Mr. Harrison. who .. had 
toured w.tth her, she did attend a 
performance, the whole company ac­
cording her worshipful courtesy. 

Once she remarked "I wo1te up 
famous after singing in Madison 
S>quare Garden and didn't know it." 
In later years she knew, she was 

famous but certainly d1d not want 
others to know it. 

To one seeing. occasionally, a 
sweet faced, modestly dressed, unas­
suming lady of color walking aJong 
the city streets-one wculd. not 
dream that here walked one who had 
sung before president~. kings and 
queens by comm&,nd, who had beer. 
presented with countless medals and 
scrolls of appreciat.ion from nob!l~ 
ity, from various countries and ·t.{'I 

whom the citizens of Providence 
gave a medal. 
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Singer Sp.eqt Her Last 
Day&, · Hu1riming 
H~r Rose Garden. 

JEWELRY SOLD 
TO. PAY DEBTS 

• 
ID 

She Kep~Gowns~ Her · 
Piano and· Paintings. 

By LYDIA T. BROWN 
(Exclusively to the AFRO) 

PB.OVIDENCE, R.I.-Death sang 
a . swan song for the world's · fam­
ous singer, Black Patti, at the Rhode 

t Island Hospital. 
Livfng in her nine-room house at 

7 Wheaton Street, amid the treas­
ures brought in former days, when 
she had money and affluence, her 

; parlors still contain four valuable 
h large paintings, a painting of the 

Grand Canal, of· Venice, by C. Val-
t leta, a Corot, a Murot, seascape, and 
Y Old Mill with its brook, by C. Ruet­

l- t~ . . all famous artists of the last 
decade, all worth lUQD.ey,....,,.~ 11.l.!..l. 

July 1933 

Walnut Piano 
Gold gilt chairs, gold clock, gold 

candlesticks settees of wonderful 
rich red brocade' with gold fleur de 
lis, her walnut pi~no and auto­
graphed pictur ~ qr other stage 
celebrities, among them the auto­
graphed pictures of Cole and John­
son with their fan1.ous song, "Mud­
der Knows," Madame Melba and 
Bohn Poles dated 1904, are some of 
the things 'found in her home. 

Gone are the famc;ms 17 ponder­
ous medals, one from King Hippo­
lyte of Haiti, another for singing the 
A tiara., diamond-crusted, from the 
mayor of Demerara, W. I. The 
Parnell defense from the Irish peo­
ple. .Gifts she · once had a plenty. 
governor of St. Tnomas gave her a 
great bracelet loaded with old g~ld 
coins. Her necklace of Egyptian 
gold scarabaei, with a pearl Jocket 
pendant. , 

Poverty forced her to se~l all her 
jewelry and SO)?le of her silver. . 

She still retamed her two beaut1-
ul fur coats and her wonderful 

wardrobes of her evening · gowns, 
loaded with sequins, her gorgeous 
airgrets, gloves, and other finery. 

She lived with her dreams of the 
past; sometimes 'singing softly to 
herself, and once after begging her, 
she sano- in her rich contralto, 
"Swan ·ee° River." Her singing 
brought her hearers the beauty of 
nature, and they actually saw a 
picture of smooth dark waters, soft 
swaying branches and a drowsy nook 
in the · summer time. 

Rose Garden 
S.t.illed . and husped is' the house 

I which· ohce ·~ knew. , the ·vivacious 
Black Patti. No longer will she hum 
softly to herself, in her little rose 
garden. Our stage has lost its 
greatest artist whose silvery notes 
the world will hear no more. 

Of her estate there is none. Like 
most of our famous artists, Black 
Patti died penniless. Bv the kind-

1 ness of heart of William Freeman, 
realtor, and prominent N.A.A.C.P. 
local president, . for the past two 
years her taxes, water bill, coal and 
wood, etc., have beeri provided. 

To Mr. Freeman go the treasures 
still left ·of Matilda Joyner, the once 
famous Black Patti. 

In Patti's cfipping · book I saw an 
rticle from the AFRO:.AMERICAN 
ated 1892. 

' . 
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• • .. J,., ..• . I 
BLACK PATTI , ·• f. 

• I H ~ . 
Black Patti, the elegant Madafi?.~ ff'is~1nefta Jones, is dead and ~.ft 

world that once sang her praises had 'Wc+-fop ~lld~scratch its head W~t 

that announcement was made last Saturday from Providence, R. I. ... 
This worldly forgetfulness can not be criticized too severely, how- e 

, ever, ,, we reClll that most anybody who \1 

spends, ch of his time in Providence, R.I. 
is likely <ttt, be forgotten. · 1 t 

There re 5se who believed that Black 
Patti was. a na of Baltimore, a belief that, g 
if true, would ha e neither added nor detract- r 
ed from her bi;_illiant career, unless, of course, t~ 
she depend€il9Gfi 'the home-town folks to give g 
her a boost, ·which would have never hap- t 
pened. a 

She did, however, marry a Baltimorean, I h t 
am informed, one Dick Jones, a race-horse 
and gambling man, whom she later divorced 
for good and sufficient reasons after he had 
had a swell time spending her money. 

There were grand doings around these parts 
when Madame Sissy arrived to do her number 
along with her troubadours at the old Holiday 

I 
di 

Street Theatre-~ Whites and others would w 
gather around ' the stage door to get a glimpse 
of her well-rounded figure as with flowing · 
skirts and protruding bosom she stepped into 

f 

a waiting carriage drawn by a pair of stiff-
necked horses and was driven to her place of 
abode. 

During some uf her visits she was the house 
guest of the ,· late Harry Cummings when he 

I 
Black Patti . was Baltimore1s ~ly city councilman of color 

and she moved 111 the very best social cf~li:1n those days being a stage 1 

I 
celebrity · was not looked upon -"4th tq~-\'~b favor as the portly trust l 
b_eauties who exposed their ~ttfµl ~t;Jmd meaty thighs incased in ji 
tights and capped their headef•in, huge ~W hats with flowing plumes 
were not what the more homey people i'Ct>Iliidered "fitting to associate 
with." · . :.. ff),q; , . 

, The story is told how upon one ~ion the famous singer came 
1 

to town to give a recital at a fashionable M'atlison st. Presbyterian i 
Church, white, w11ich was the gospel cafeteria of the first families who 
traced their ancestry back to the Calverts and the Cabots . 

Madame Jones arrived at the church in the afternoon and was 
, holding a little private rehearsal, and her thriiling voice drifted to the 

ears of one of the city's dowagers of great wealth who was entertaining 
her club just across the way. · 

She inquired whose voice it was and was surprised to learn that it ' 
"?J_as the great Black Patti. 
. "Oh," she ohed, "I must do sqmething for her. I'll allow her to 

· smg for our party.'' 
The party was graced with the matrons who represented a line of 

generations of bankers, importers, planters and other Maryland blue 
gores .. I~ wo~ld be quite an honor for this "Patti person" to yodel into 
such . distmg~ished ears. The social columns would mention it to the 
u;11-dymg credit of ~he hostess, adding another star in her crown as the 
Clty's most brilliant social entertainer. · 

The. gr~nd lady trip_ped to the kitchen and dispatched her colored 
cook to mvite Black Patti ever. 

The black singer who had sung before crowned heads of Europe 
had been honored b~ President Harrison and was the toast of royalty, · 
look~d at the coo_k with an air of aloofness and said: 

/ Tell your mistress if she will write my managers in New York and 
· arra~ge an engagement I will be happy to sing for her. It will be seven 

or eight months , however, as my schedule is quite full." 
The cook returned the message and were the faces of the blu-e-bloods 

red! 

BOB COLE 
./ The name of Mme. Jones and that of the late Bob Cole are asso­
ciated professionally by old-timers as it was his master hand which made 

l her troubadours the sensation they were. 
The Troubadours, when they first came into prominence, featured 

such stars as Lloyd Gibbs, the Dewitt Sisters, Billy Johnson, Giggins 
and Davis, Andy Byrd, Stella Wiley and Aida Reed, who later became 
famous in her own right as Aida Overton Walker. 

Many say that it was the Troubadours who were really the medium 
by which colored actors got their first firm foothold on the Ame1ican 
stage. 

It was when the show was playing in ,Proctor's 58th Street Theatre, 
New York, that Bob Cole went to bat with the white managers to get. 
better pay for his troupe. Unable to better the condition of the cast, 
Cole took his music and quit the show. 

Vokel and Noland, the financial backers, had Cole arrested, but he 
could not be intimidated and the backers later had him blacklisted. 

Referring to this incident the Theatrical World, published in 1928 
informs us that the backers induced other managers all over the coun~ 
try to refuse employment to Cole and his sympathizers: Naturally, the 
faint hearted deserted Cole at this juncture, but a few staunch followers 1 

including Jesse Shipp, Tom Brown, Billy Johnson, Hen Wise and Loyd 
Gibbs, decided to fight it out to a finish. 

With his back to the wall Cole issued what may rightly be called 
the colored actor's Declaration of Independence. "We are going to have 
our own shows," he declar -ed. "We are going to write them ourselves 
we are going to have our- own stage manager, our own orchestra lea-de; 
and our own manager out front to count up. No divided houses-our I 
race must be seated from boxes back." As a means of inaugurating these 
principles Cole organized his "Trip to Coon town" company. The title : 
of the show, by the way, indicates that he did not have the slightest 
trace of an inferiority complex. . 

When "A Trip to Coontown" was ready for the road the managers 
dealt Cole anoth~r blow . They had already passed the word than any 
performer who signed up \l.tith the show would be boycotted for life. 
Now they informed managers that any house booking "A Trip to Coon­
t?wn " could 1~ot expect any other colored show. This threat closed prac­
tically every important . theater in the country to Cole and his followers 
and the show "was driven into the woods." 
. After months of ter!ific "wild catting" the company finally wandered 

.mto Canada and obtamed a broken date in Ottawa and another in 
Tor?nto. Fortunately the American managers had overlooked the Ca­
nadian field when they issued their boycotting and lockout orders The 
daily papers of the Dominion raved about the novelty of the sho~ and 
managers began to bid for bookings. When the news of the success of 
the show drifted back to the States Klaw and Erlanger defied the lock­
out order and booked the company for a New York opening. "A Trip 
to Coontoon" opened in Jacob's Third Avenue Theatre during Holy Week 

l the worst week of the year . . Nevertheless, crowds were turned away at 
I every performance. Bob Cole had won his battle. His subsequent suc­

cesses followed as a matte!' of course. 
This interesting bit of history is fast passing into the discard as one 1· 

by o?~ the pioneers of the stage pass on. Th -ere are few le:ft. Black 
Patti is the end of her line. 

11-::--.--::-----.::---:~-=---------------__..:_ 
of dancers on the Pacific coast, will autographed menus and cards by 
return here on or about the 15 of I the dozens. 
/ uly, afte r a sojourn at the Cat hay • ,~~-;.-;.-;_-;_-;.~-;.-;.-;.-;.-;_-;.~-;.-;.-;.-;.-;.~-;.-;.-;.-;.-;.-;.~-
u..o_a..u.L.LUJllJ- -1.o.cat.e,._,__...u;\_ J.,Ll.8.--J..il u .nie. se.Ju. -...:....-.__ _________ _,LIJ 
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PREFACE 

I became interested in the history of the Negro in Rhode Island 
when Governor William K. Vanderbilt ap pointed a group in 1935, to 
represent the Negro on the Rhode Island state Tercentenary Commit­
tee. 

W·e met and organized, deciding to write something of the history 
of our race in the state, Different Jil:emro~rs . were assigned various 
categories s u ch as.: . Churches; the Ci vie field; Medicine and Allied 
Sciences; Law; Negroes in the General Assembly;. noted Negroes in 
the State; the first and only Negro woman chosen to be American 
Mother, 1946 a.nd others, 

Some of the members gave me their material to go with mine for­
ming a nucl.eus for furthering this endeavor as a hobbyo 

A request came from a student at Syracuse University, N. Y. to 
the Rhode Island Historical Society for information concerning 
Madame Jones and they referred her to me. Her doctoflal disserta~ ~ 
tion is on the Negro's role in the 19th century concert life, her 
central figure being Mada me Matilda Siss ieretta ( t.Toynor) Jones 
who had lived here in Providence, R. I. This caused me to type a 
brief history of Madame Jones, this and other material I had c·ol­
lected was made available to her. 

In the meantime I heard that Radcliffe College in Cambridge, 
Mass., had sought information from her church h~ re as they were 
s:ponsoring a biographical enc yclopedia on Note n American Women 
which would include her. I also sen t th em a c·opy of my notes: and 
they sent them to Mr. 'lftilliam Lichtenwanger of the music · division, 
Library of Congress, ~~shington, D. C~, who is to write the article 
about her. 

It has been a priviled ge and an honor to have personally known 
Madame Jones , the World's Greatest , Negro Singer of her time and 
to have been able to c·ollect the following information about her. 

C. R. Go 1966 



MATILDA S ISSIERETTA ( JOYNOR) JONES 

"BLACK PATTI II 

1869-1933 

Matilda Sissieretta Jones was born in Portsmouth, Vao, the 5th 
day of January, 1869, the daughter of Reverend Jeremiah M. and 
Henrietta B. Joynor. He was the pastor of an Afro-l vlethodist c-hurch 
there also chorister, being ably assisted by his wife, a soprano 
of exceptional abilityo 1 

In 1876 he received a call to a church in P~ovidence, R. I. and 
he and his family came here, which was to be the scene of the first 
musical triumph of 11Sissy 11 as she was called o 1 

She started singing in Pond Street .Baptist Church Sunday School 
entertainments. While a mere child, Madame Jones developed a voice 
of remarkable power and quality that she attracted' the a titention 
of the musical people of Providence. 

She began to study at the Providence Academy of Music, when 15 
under M. i.lauros and Baroness Lac-ombe ,· ( a retired Italian singer), 
at 18, she comtinued at the New England Conservatory of Music in 
Boston, Mass., later going to New York where one of her teachers 
was_ Madame Louise Cappiani, another Italian voice teacher. 2 

During a year of training at the Cons,erva tory, she appeared in 
concert by invitation at Boston's Music Hall in 1887 before 5,000 
people for the Parnell Defense Fund. (The Message, May 14, 1892) 1 

It was after singing at the Sans Souci Garden in Providence, R. 
I., she received a call to come to New York to sing for Abbey, 
Schoeffel and . Grau. She sang with such succes,s at Wallack' s The­
atre that she was immediately engaged for a tour of South America 
and the West Indies., whic ·h lasted two years. This was the real 
s.tart of her professional career in 18880 No other colored artist 
had ever appeared at Wallack•s before. 1 

She sang before 7,000, February 22, 1893 at the Talmage Taber­
nacle in Brooklyn, N. Y., before 300,000 at the Buffalo Exposition, 
b efore 75,000 in one week at the Madison Square Garden, 12,000 in 
Congress Hall Park in Chicago •. She toured with the great Levy's 
Conceit Band as s,oloist, all over the United states . in auditoriums, 
expositions and halls. 1-2 

Her voice in its early stages was a decided cnn t ralto and as it 
matured, still contained the velvety richness so noticeable in sucb 
singers as Scalchi an d otherso 1 

1- Her personal scrap book. 
2- Providence Sunday Journal, July 16, 1933 
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Morris Reno, president of the Carnegie Music Hall Association of 
New York, engaged her for a concert tour of the United States and 
Europe. She made her first appear~nce in Berlin, Germany and the 
Berliner Zaitung said, "no sooner had the real Patti departed than 
a. most worthy 8ubstitute appeared in th e person of the Black Patti 
from America~ The European eng a gement lasted ei ght months and no 
singer was ever received with more enthusiusm than Madame Joneso 
She received a royal command to appear before Ki ng F.dward while 
in Britain and that popular monarch expressed the unqualified de­
light with her performance. 1 

In February, 1892, President Harrison invited her to appear at 
a ~uncheon in the Blue Room at the White House. After the concBrt 
Mrso Harrison was so delighted that she presented her with a bou­
quet of White House orchids. She also appeared at the homes of 
Chief Justice Fuller, Sena tor Andrews and others o· She s a ng before 
President•s Theodore Roosvelt and William McKinleyo 2 

Majon J . B • . Pond, th e proprietor and mana g er of the American 
Lecture and Musical Agency was her manager. He also mana ged Clara 
Louise Kellogg, Anna Louise Carey, the Reveren·l T •. DeWitt Talmage, 
Mark Twain, Henry ~Hard Beecher, Sir Edwin Arnold, George Keenan 
and others. 1 

Once s)he remarked, u1 woke up famous after singing at the Gar­
den and did .n 1 t know itu when she sang before 75,000 people in one 
week. For one week 1 s a ppearance at the Pitts ,burg Exp osition, he 
demanded and received $2,000, the highest salary ever paid a C'ol­
ored artist •. Mrs. Alberta Wilson was under contract by Major Pond 
as the accompainist for Mad ame Jones. At a concert in Louisville, 
Ky., to the people who had never seen a finished colored pianist, 
she was a c:uriosity an d a revelation. l(Louisville Courier Journal) 

wter Messrs -. Voelckel and Nolan bec ame her managers and they 
organized the famous "Black Patti Troubadours" which toured the 
country in a special hotel Pullman car for many seasons. Madame 
Jones enjoys the distinction of appearing in more consecutive per­
formances than any other living s.inger of her time. 1 

A note of the hardships of early colored performers was that of 
Bob Cole, as . it was his master hand that made the Troubadours t h e 
sensation they were. It was when the s-how was p laying at Proctor's 
58th Street Theatre iti New York that he went to the managers for 
better pay for the troupe •. nnable to better this condition, he 
took the score, (his music) and left. 4 

1- Her personal scEap book 
2- Providence Sunday Journal, July 16, 1933 
4- Baltimore Afro-American, July 8, 1933 
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Voelckel and Nolan, the financial backers had Cole arrested but 
he could not be intiminated, so they had him black-listed inducing 
other managers all over the country to refuse employment to Cole 
or any of his sympathizers . but not in Canada o A few staunch fol ­
lowers like Jesse Shipp , Billy Johnson , Lloyd Gibbs , Hen w·is _e and 
others decided to fight with Cole to the finish o 4 

Cole issued the Colored Actor •s Declaration of Independenc ·e, mNe 
are going to have our own shows, vve are going to write them oUJ:­
s..elves , our own stage manager , our own orchestra leader , our own 
manager out f ront to count up, no divided houses, our race must 
be s eated from the boxes back . Cole organized his "Trip to Coon­
town company and the managers dealt Cole another blow, no house 
c·ould book another colored show . After te rrific wild-catting they 
wandered into Canada, obtaining a broken date in Ottawa , another 
in Toronto and the daily papers of the Dominion raved about the 
novelty of the show so much that the managers there bid for it •. 4 

The news of it reached New York and Klaw and Englander defied 
the lock - out , roooking them for a New York opening at Jacob ' s 3rd 
Avenue Theatre during Holy ·week, the worst week in the year r ·or 
s:how buisness: . Crouds were turned away at every performance thus 
paving the way for c·olored artists . Cole had wa_n his battle . 4 

The New York Clipper, a theatrical paper gave her the name,the 
"Black Patti" by which she became world famous -, after S'inging at 
Wall ac k•s Theatre in New Yorko It said, "'she sings like Patti 
without the slightest effort" . 2 Madame Jones was very distressed 
by that name, even while appreciating the comparison as a great 
honor, but I do not begin to sing like Patti can . I have been an ­
xious to drop this name but it has been so identified with me , 
it is now impossible ~ 1 (Detroit Tribune, February 12, 1893) 

She married while very young, D. Richard Jones, a handsome mu­
latt o and had one child who died and this was a great loss to 
her . He was a race-track and gambling man whom she later divorced 
for S;ufficient reasons after he had a grand time s,pending her 
money . She was allowed to resume her maiden name but s:he prefer ­
red Madame Sissieretta , Jones for the s.tage .. 1 

She was engaged to sing at the Madison Street Presbyterian 
Church in Baltimore, the gospel cafeteria of the first families . 
Arriving in the afternoon for a private rehearsal, her voice 
drifted across the s treet to the ears of one of the dowagers 
who vms entertaining her club . Vlthose voice is that? On being 
told it was the Black Patti said, I ' ll allow her to sing for 
our party . She dispatched her colored cook to invite her over . 
Madame Jones looked at the cook, saying tell your mistress if 
she will contact my managers, arrange for an engagement , I will 
be happy to sing for her, but it will several months . The cook 
returned and were their faces nf 1 J the blue bloods ned . 4 

1- Her personal scrap book 
2- Providence Sunday Journal , July 16 , 1933 
'¼- Baltimore Afro - American, July 8, 1933, 
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She retained three of the seventeen gold medals which appeared 
across her bosom in ~oncert, possibly for sentimental reasons. 6 

One of these was given her for singing at a benefit for the 
Parnell Defense Fund in Providence, R. I. Inscribed was Madame 
Jones on the top bar; suspended another bar with the date April 
4, 1889, holding a lyre surrounded with shamrocks and bepow the 
medal with a scroll in the center an d around the putside, Pre­
sented by her Providence Friends ~ 1-6 

The largest gold medal was from President Hippolyte of the Hai­
tian Republic. From the top bar, a ribbon holding a bar inscribed 
Madame Jones and be~ow the medal with Black Patti around the top 
with a diamond above, around the bottom, Republique-1891-Haiti 
With a diamond be l oWo 1-6 

The third was given by the Society of the Sons of New York, a 
leading colored organization who raised more than $1,100 for the 
World Food Fund. Madame Jones was the star of the evening, her 
first number was the waltz song by Geli, "La Farfalla 11 and for 
an enc ore, rrThe Cows are in the Clover 11

• Her second number was 
Gounod's "Ava Maria II with piano and violin obliga to. The medal: 
From the Society of the Sons of New York on the top bar, below 
the medal with the insignia of the Society and in the center of 
this was the seal ·of the State of New York. 1-6 

Some of the other gifts she receiv ed were; from the Governor­
General of Demerara, the richest of all, a tiara of solid gold 
with three diamonds projecting; a hugh rough nugget of gold al-
so from Demerara; the c:ostiiest from the citizens of St o Thomas; 
a large solitaire diamond in the center of a bar with emeralds; 
the Governor of St Thomas gave her a br acelet of old gold coins, 
one being over 135 years old; from several gentlemen from Jamaaca, 
a miniature gold crown set with rubies and pearls; a gold s~tar 
from the Governor of Barbados; a necklace of gold Egyptian scar­
abei with a pearl pendant locket; an old gold Ivy Leaf from the 
American residents of Colon and many others. 1-3-6 

Toward the close of her career her mother became cLll and she 
came home to care for her until she passed. She intended to re­
turn to the st ag e but made one appearanc-e at the Grand Theatre 
in Chicago, retiring to her nine room home at 7 Wheaton street 
which she bought for her mothero She owned two houses acrosSi 
the street from no. 7 and two on Benefit Street around Church 
and Howland Streets . She lived in one of thes.e (in the Benefit 
street Restoration area) at one time when her mother remarried. 

1- Her personal sc~ap book. 
3- Baltimore Afro-American, July ••• . 1933, N. E. Edition. 
6- Compiled with comments by Carl R. Gross, M. D., 1966 

1-6 
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M:adame Jones S:ipent a quiet life with some of the treasures col­
pected in her former days:- a large oil painting of the Grand Canal 
by c . Valette, a Corot, a Murat, and the "Old Mill" by C. Ruette, 
all famous artists. The top of her walnut piano was cavered with 
autographed pictures of many artists, notably, Madame Melba, Cole 
and Johnson with their famous song, uMudder Knows~ ·'and many other 
pieces of sheet music. Also retained were her two fur coats , her 
wa.ndrobe of some of the wonderful evening gowns loaded with sequins, 
some ger,ggous airgrets, gloveS: and other finery , the three gold me­
dals, her personal scrap book, photo graphs of hers ·elf and her par­
rot which she bought 28 yea rs ago in Argentina. She loved flowers. 
and when home s.ummers spent hours in her rose garden. 3 

She was very charitable, taking in motherless children, clothing 
and feeding them as if her own until poverty forced her to sell 
her jewelry, . s)ilver, her four other houseS', retaining 7 Vhea ton 
street , going oh relief she had to assign this · to the State. 3 

Madame Jones was very religious and while in retirement was bap­
tized an d joined Congdon Street Baptist Church here in Providence, 
R. I. , where she sang on rare occasions - during the service. 6 

Mr. William P.H. Freeman, a Negro realtor and past president 
of the local N. A. A. C. P., during the last two years of her ill­
ness, paid her estate tax, water tax, wood and coal bills, etc. 3 
I am told, he provided the grave to keep her out of ttpotter •s 
Field II where the destitute of the c·i ty are buried. 6 it was he 
who gave me the three medals, scrap book, photographs etc., and 
knowing I was interested in Negro history in Rhode Island, said, 
when my eyes are closed, these things might be thrown out and lost 
to posterity. He is still living and has told me many things about 
Madame Jones. 6 

As a personal note about the most famous :Kegro singer of her 
time, I recall my mother visiting her mother many times. Later in 
1903, my friend who roomed with her mother and I joined Jackson's 
~and in Pawtucket, so I was in the house quite often practicing. 
\Vhile she was home one summer, she introduced me to :rvrr o Voelckel. 
who was there on a buisness trip. Once I asked her to sing foE me 
s.o s.he picked up a piece of music, asking me to play it, this was 
the only time I heard that wonderful voice. 6 

Matilda Sissieretta (Joynor) Jones died penniless June 24, 1933 
in the Rhode Island Hospital in Providence, R. I., and was buried 
in Grace Church Cemetary here. 6 

"This piece of history is fast passing into dis card as one by 
one, the pione ers of the stage pass on, "Black Patti" is at the 
end of her line 0

' . 4 (Baltimore Afro-American, July 8, 1933) 

3- Bal timore Afro-American, New England edition, July 1933 
4- Baltimo~e Afro-American, ~ 1ly 8, 1933 
6- Compiled with comments by {Zarl R. Gros s ,. M. Do, 1966 
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Some quotes from her personal scrap book about her voiceo 

The Globe, Toronto, 10-13-93; The unsurpassed songtress, Madame 
Jones sings in concert under the auspices of the Elder Street Pres­
byterian Church, the 18th ••• Mrs. Alberta Wilson , a most execellent 
pianist is the accompianist for Madame Joneso 

The Empire, Toronto, 1891; I have had an offer to sing in the 
new ppiera, 11S c-ipio Africanus II by the c·omposer of Cavalleria Rusti­
cana •.••• I prefere the concert platform for the presento 

Cinc ·ina tti, 3-14-93; Van Cleve's estimate of the power of her 
voic~;.o •. oin one of her encore songs s:he took the A above staff 
and held it for 15 sec ·onds .•• both her voice and her school remind 
me more of Nordica than Patti . 

The Washington Post, no date ; A Phenominal Attraction •.•• o•o the 
upper notes of her voice are clear and bell-like, reminding one of 
pare pa Rosa and her low notes ar.e rich anM sensuous with a tropi­
cal contralto quality •..•• In fact, the compass and quality of her 
registers surpass the usual limitations and seem to combine the 
height and depth of both soprano and contraltoo 

The Free Press, 2-11-93;. Her first number was the aria, Robert 
toi que j •aime, which would test the resouces of any prima donna. 

The New York Review, no date; Carnegie Music Hall presented an 
animated appearance Monday night, where the brilliant audience 
hung with breathless stillness upon the clarion notes of the most 
gifted singer the age has produced •••• It was the first time any 
company of colored artists had ever occupied the hall~ 

The New York Ec:ho, no date;.... the Black Pat ti rendered a piece 
by Verdi, called rrsenpre Libria" •••• and if Madame Jones is not 
the equal of Patti, she at least can come nearer than anything the 
A~erican public has heard •••• Her notes are as clear as a mocking 
bird and her enunciation, perfect. 

The Detroit Trmbune, no date; ••• Her musical voice is of extra­
ordinary compass and even power. It is rich and full in the upper 
register O · •••• Her second number was a waltz song, "La Farfalla" 0 •• 

her encore was the gem of the evening, n~111ay down upon the Swanee 
River and she sang it w:hth a clearness . and a feeling that was won­
derful. 

The Mess;age , 5-14-92; •• in Boston •s Music· Hall in 1887, she sang 
before 5,000 for the Parnell Defense Fund •.•.•••••• Shortly after 
she made a tour of New England and after that a tour of England 
and Scotland.o•o•she was a source of curissity, especially to the 
·lower class in Englandoooo•• she relates a similar experience in 
Spain, where the Moor is the only type of black seen commonly. 
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flfB i IOGRAPHY 

1- Her personal scrap book, press releases from newspapers all 
over the United States and Canada, Her picture on the front 
cover and on the back side a clipping, no name, no d~te telling 
of her birth, parents and when they came to Providence in 1876 
also her signature. 

2- The Closing Chapters of the life of "Black Patti 0
, by F. C. 

Terry, Providence Sunda~ Journal, July 16, 1933. 

3- BLACK PATTI LEFT ONLY A SMALL ESTATE by Lydia T. Brown, The 
Baltimore Afro-American, New England Edition, July 1933. 

4- The Baltimore Afrp-American, July 8, 1933, Baltimore edition. 

5- To l\fr. ·william P. H. Freeman, a former president of the local 
N. A . -~ . C • P • , a deep sense of g rat it ud e for her persona 1 s er a p 
book, three gold medals out of seventeen which s,he retained,, 
several photographs of Madame tTones, a dodger of the Troubadours; 
13th season, 1908-1909 showing pictures of the troupe and the 
special hotel Pullman car in which they traveled all over the 
Uni tea states. 

Mr. Freeman now ninety years old, feared that when his eyes 
c·losed, this material might be thrown out and knowing my inter­
est in the History of the N~gro in Rhode Island gave this to me. 

6- Compiled with eomments btr Carl R. Gross, A{. D. , Providence, 
R. I., 1966 

All this material is presented to the Moorland Collection on 
l\Jegro History, Howard University, i,rtrashington, D. C. , 1966. 
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