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Disability: An Investigation of Cross-Cultural
Patterns in Non-Western Socisties

With significant exceptions disabled persons and their
disabilities have rarely been considered a topic of study by
anthrOpblogists. In fact, réferences to the disabled are dif-
ficult to locate in anthropological literature. Specific dis-
abilities, such as deafness, have been researchéd by Kuschel:
(1973); Shuman (1980); and Groce (1983). Nevertheless, anthro-
pologists have not focused on the disabled as a separate entity
in society. Goffman's (1963) %ork on stigma and'the disabled
remains an exception; important as the study is, it deals with
only one aspect of disability. Until: the disabled and their
relationship with society is studied holistically by anthro-
pologists and other social scientists, there will be a gap in
the study of man and his culture.

Moreover, few if any theories about the disabled and dis-
ability have been developed, other than those dealing with spe-
cific handicaps. However, there are general theories such as
man's adaptation to his environment and the dependence and in-
terdependence of man as well as social systems that are appli-
cable to the disabled. Those theories are too broad. Again,
the formulation of specific theories on the subject of dis-
ability represents another challenge to anthropologists.

This investigation of cross-~cultural patterns of the dis-
abled in non-Western societies is an attempt to locate infor-
mation in the anthropological record on the disabled and the

problems caused by disabilitjies; to determine if the avail-




able information forms a pattern when analyzed; and last, to
see if any similarities exist between cultures. This study,
then, is experimental and exploratory in nature, and as such,
requires methodologicgl adjustments.

Generally, when research is conducted, the researcher
states the problem to be solved, asks him or herself questions
about what he or she wishes to accomplish, reviews previous an-
thropological research material on the subject, and then formg
a working hypothesis which may be modified as the study pro-
gresses. Terms and the population to be studied are defined;
an accepted sampling procedure is decided upon; and a time
frame with’limits’is set. The student formulates. the metho-
dology to be used. Then the research is conducted; the data
is analyzed, and conclusions supporting or rejecting the hy-
pothesis are reached.

Since this is an exploraﬁory spudy, the research process
has not proceeded as smoothly as the one described above. In
the first place there are few anthropological studies to use
as guides. There is little organized data on the subject of
disability and the disabled, and the data tends to be frag-
mented. These difficulties were pointed out to the student
by the faculty of the Anthropology Department at Rhode Island
College when permiésion to conduct the study was requested.
The Department's realistic approach and warning prevented this
researcher from building up false hopes about uncovering great
amounts of data that would be easy to analyze and to form into

a report.




The general goal of the research has been to study the
disabled, their position, status, and role in non-Western so-
cieties. Ideally, the period covered would have been that
time in the history of non-Western peoples when they had just
been discovered by ethnologists and before those unique groups
had been touched by outside influences. However, it was de-
cided that the scarcity of information dictated that "no good
data should be excluded arbitrarily." (Epple.(198L; Fidler
(1985). Whenever possible, the earliest ethnological study
has been cited by the researcher,

As a starting point the student was asked to identify the
disabled? - Who are they? The'following Qorking definition has

been used:

A handicapped person is one who has a physi-
~cal, mental, or emotional impairment or dis-
ability which together with the existing en-
vironment and prevailing social conditions,
substantially limits that person's life acti-
vities. (Rhode Island College Task Force Re-
Rg;g)of the Physically Handicapped, October 17,

In this study additional criteria are used. Disabilities may
be hidden or obvious, long-term or permanent. A person may

be born with a disability, or he: or she may acuire a disability
during his.or her lifetime. Disabilities may be caused by
genetic factors, disease, epidemics, accidents, war, old age,
punishment or mutilation. Further, disabilities cover a wide
variety of conditions: blindness, deafness, physical immobil-

ity, shortness of breath, extreme weakness, disfigurement such




as harelip, webbed fingers, additional fingers and or toes.
Albinos are coﬁsidered disabled by some societies. Insanity,
madness, mental illness, mental retafdation, and epilépsy all
fall under the inclusive term of disability. When Simmons
studied the aged in society, he found that different societies
viewed old age from different perspectives; and he stated that,
"The simplest and safest rule to follow was to consider a per-
son as 'old' whenever he was so regarded by his contemporaries"
(1945:1). The same criteria has been followed in identifjing
the disabled in this research. . ‘

Since the aim of this research is to learn more about the
position, the status and role of the disabled'in society, the
student prepared questions abéut the research problem that

would lead to the formulation of a hypothesis. For example,

1. To what extent are persons with disabilities accep-
ted and integrated into their societies? What determines ac-
ceptance or rejection? Is acceptance or rejection dependent.
solely on the disabled individual and his or her aims and de-
sires, or is acceptance or rejection based on the pérceptioné,
feelings, attitudes, beliefs, and traditions of the society
to which they belong? :

2. Is acceptability or non-acceptability based on the
availability of resources to the individual, the family, the
community? That is, do opportunities for the disabled to be
born, to grow up, to learn skills, depend on the resources

that are available to him or ﬁb her? Further, do very poor
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societies who achieve bare subsistence for their group find
the disabled more of a burden than societies with more re-
sources at their disposal? Resources means availability of
food, clothing, and shelter according to the needs of the soci-
ety as well as opportunities for the individual with the dis-
ability to achieve his or her potential. Or, are thedy ORhlE
reasons--social, environmental, or ideological--why societies
and the able-bodied in them accept or reject the disabled?

If so, what are the reasons? '

One critical distinction between the disabled that af-
fects acceptance and rejection is whether the disabled in-
dividual is born with a disability, or whether he or she ac~
quires a disability sometime during his or her life. Some
non-Western societies practice infanticide; this is done for
various reasons. For this research it is important to learn
whether the society practices infanticide to rid itself of
infants with obvious disabilities according to the definition
&f the society, or whether infanticide is practiced on able-
bodied infants as well. If a disabled infant is allowed to
live, is he or she integrated into the society, and if so,
how? Do minimal subsistence societies practice infanticide
more often than societies with higher standards of living?

3ﬂ If an individual acquires a disability, how .does
his oé?gzciety react? Does the group continue to accept the ‘
individual or do they reject him or her? This leads one to

ask whether some disabilities are more acceptable to a par-

ticular group than other disabilities? If so, how is accept—
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ance or non-acceptance indicated by the group?

4. Other questions deal with the opportunities4provided
to the disabled by their society? Are opportunities based on
social position or economic wealth according to the ways those
terms are defined by the society? .Or have societies, regard-
less of their means- of subsistence and resources, found ways
to assist dependent persons within their group, formally or
informally? :

Formulation of hypothesis: The.questions listed above
have led to the formulation of the hypothesis: -There.is
a direct relationship between a society's well-being and the
ability of the disabled to achieve self sufficiency. In this
instance self-sufficiency means that the disabled, through in-
dividual, family,ggroup assistance is able to attain some con-
trol over his or her life, to particibate in family and group
activities to some extent, and to be of some use to his or her
society. Self;sufficiency, then, is defined by the group as
well as the family and the individual. The society's well-be-
ing means the subsistence level as well as the resources of
the group. The inference is that the higher the,subsiétence
level, the greater the resources, the more likely it would
Be for the disabled to achieve self-sufficiency.

Validity: The following measures of validity were
chosen because infanticide, invalidicide, senilicide, mar-
riage; special statuses and roles for the disabled; opportun-

ities for individuals with disabilties, and isolation of the




disabled provide some indication, and are a rough measure, of
how persons with disabilties are accepted by their groups.and
of the position of the disabled in their society.

Measures of validity:

l. Infanticide: Infanticide is the practice of killing
an infant, usually'neWHborn; but the procedure does not necess-
arily take place immediately. For this research it is impor-
tant to determine whether infanticide is practiced on able-
bodied infants as well as disabled infants or whether it is
pfacticed on the able-bodied or disabled infants exclusively.
This measure can be tested accofding to the resources of the
society. If resources are scarce——food, clothing, and sheltepr-—-
as defined by a particular society, the likelihood that infan-
ticide is practiced may be greater than for a society that has
an abundance of resources according to their needs.

"Y," the independent variable indicates the resources or
subsistence level of a society; "Y;" is the deéendent variable;
in this iﬁstance, it is infanticide. "X," causes "Y," that is,
the subsistence level of the society determines whether a soci-
ety practices infanticide or the degree that infanticide is
practiced. Thus, a group who Earely has enough to sustain it
is more likely to practice infanticide or to practice infanti-
cide more often than a group with more resources and provisions.

2. Invalidicide and senilicide are similar types of meas-
ures. Does the society abandon the sick, the disabled, and

the aged infirm? Is there a custom within the group that




permits either the individual or the group to kill persons
who are no longer4of use to'their'society? Again, do prac-~
tices of senilicide and invalidicide occur more often in soci-
eties with the lowest levels of subsistence or do groups with
more resources practiée senilicide and invalidicide too, and
to the same extent? :

3. Marriage: Are the disabled integrated into societies
to the extent that they marry and bear children? This ques~
tion is related more closely to individuals who were born with
disabilities, because persons who gqquire disabilties may be
married. In that case the critical question would be, did his
or her spouse remain with the disabled individual, leave him
or her, or obtain a divorce? Are indivi@uals with specific
disabilities such as leprosy, albinism, epilepsy, and others
prevented from marrying more often than persons with disabili-
ties such as blindness or deafness?

L. Special statuses and roles: Do minimal subsistence
societies have special statuses or roles for the disabled among
them? Or, are special statuses and roles provided only by so-
cieties with wealth and resources? Does the complexity of a
society determine a wider variety of roles. for the disabled?

5. Are opportunities for the disabled institutionalized
in any way or ways? Do all societies provide care and sus-
tenance to dependent persons, or again, is such care depen-
dent on the resources of the society?

6. Isolation: Are all persons with disabilities iso-




lated from the able-~bodied in the society? Or, do persons
with particular types of disabilities experience isolation?
Methodology: Disabled persons in non-Western societies
are the population under study. The Human Relations Area Files
(HRAF) are being used to defiqe and categorize the widespread
population. The Files divide the world into eight "major world
areasj" seven of the areas héve been used in this étudy. Eu-
rope was excluded because the study is limipéd to non-Western
societies. North American Indian tribesiand Eskimos were in-
ciuded, because prior to Conquest; those societies had non-
Western cultures. "Culture Units," that is, individual groups
within the Cultufe Areas are listed 'in this paper under the ap-
opropriate Culture area for purposes of convenience and clarity.
/ggéz numbers for CulturevAreas,and Culture Units have been gsed
throughout, even for non-HRAF references; this was done for §ur—

poses of simplification and clarity.

Although the HRAF Outline of World Cultures contains an

tensive listing of world Culture Units, not all the Culture
Units are to be found in the microfiche Files, because informa-
tion for some Culture Units is not "available yet."

HRAF files were not the only source consulted; books, jour-
nals, newspapers, and other information have been used also.
References within books, journals, HRAF files as well as bi-
liographiés in those sources led to }nformation on the dis-
abled and disability.

Sampling: Obtaining a random sample of the widespread

]
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heterogenous population presented a dilemma, but. the HRAF
Files provided a solution to the issue. The Files recommend
that a researcher utilize the “"HRAF'Probability Sample Files,
a special selection of sixty"Fiies." If the researcher is not
able to complete the entire sample of sixty Files, it is possi-
ble to "selecp randomly thirty or forty cultural Files from the.
total of sixty,"lwhile maintaining "roughly the same proportion-
ate representation of the major world areas; . " (Legace, 1974:7).

The HRAF sample guide was followed as closely as possible
with the following exceptions:

1. It was impossible to cover the sixty cultures listed
in the HRAF Probability Sample; a smaller sample was decided
upon in accordance with the procedures outlined in "Nature and
Use of the HRAF Files, A Research and Teaching Guide," noted
above. Forty-seven cultures make up the sample. A copy of
"Table 1. List of HRAF Files by Major World Areasl" is in-
cluded in the Appegdix of this paper; the culture units cov-'
ered by this research are undérlined in red.

2. Information on the Dinka in the Sudan, the Barabaig
in East Africa, the Besongye people of the Eastern Kasai Region,
Republic of Zaire, the Woddabe Fulani of Bornu, Northern Nigeria,
the Bantu of North Kavirondo, the Tharus of Uttar Predesh, India,
the City of Peking, China, the City.of Timbuctoo, Mali, Nubia,
Maun, Botswana, and others are not available in.the Files. Re--
ferences; some of which are sparse, came from other sources.

Additional information would have been welcome and useful, but

the data was retained even when incomplete, because it either
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reenforced information about social institutions or was sig-
nificant in itself.

Inclusion of the culture units listed in the preceding
paragraph distorts the sample to some extent.

Obtaining the data: As noted previously, HRAF data is
not always complete; some files are not available; other files
have references for some categories and no references for others.
In addition, HRAF data tends to be processéd slowly and does not
include the latest information from anthropological literatufe.
Whenever possible, this researcher supplemented HRAF data with
information from books, journal articles, bibliographical re-
ferences, and other matefials.

The HRAF files require practice to use efficiently; infor-
mation on how to use the Files is scattered ﬁhroughout the Adams
Library at the College. Reference librarians are most helpful
and cooperative in every way, but if the researcher does not
know what he or she is looking for, it is impossible for the
librarian to help a student. For example, a booklet, "Nature
and Use of the HRAF, Research and Teaching Guide;" is kept in
the files of the reference librarian's office.and not with
HRAF material in the Reference Section of the Library or on
top of the microfiche cabinet in the Microfiche Room. This re-

in research
searcher was months along/before the informational booklet was

discovered.
The HRAF files are categorized by subject; this.student

used HRAF categories to locate as much information as possi-

ble in the Files, and as a way of locating information out-~
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side the Files. The HRAF categories consulted are:

. 10L,

Identification; 158 incidence of insanity; 164,

Incidence of Organic Diseases.

201,
304,
429,
681,

729,

826,

sign language; 220, Food Quest.
Mutilation.

Guardianship; 481, aids to locomotion.
Punishment; 682, Offenses against Life.

Care of Veterans; 732, Defectives, 734, Invalid-
ism; 735, Begging; 736, Dependency; 737, Care of
the Aged; 742, Medical Research; 750, Sickness;
752, Bodily Injuries; 753, Theory of Disease, 754,
Sorcery, 755, Magical and Mental Therapy; 756,
Physiotherapists, Shamans; 757, Medical Therapy;
758, Care of the Insane.

Interpretation of Physical Abnormalities; 828,
Interpretation of Mental Disorders; 845, Unusual
and Difficult Births; and 847, Infanticide and
Abortion.

References to specific disabilties such as blindness, deafness,

crippling conditions, and others are located in the HRAF cate-

gory, 732, Defectives.

As the research proceeded categories such as marriage,

birth, rituals, and others were added.

In general, data on the disabled and the subject of dis-

ability is difficult to find. Many times the student found

no obvious references to disability related topics in indexes,

and tables of contents of books, but found, by chance, sig-

nificant information about the disabled under other titles. .

For example, Chagnon (1977) has no references indicating dis-

ability in either the index or the table of contents of his

book, Yanomamo, The Fierce People. However, there is an ex-
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‘cellent passage about a young man who lost a leg from snake -~
1v

bite. ‘The reference in the index is under "snakebite," which

is now included as an important category for disability. A

similar reference about "crippled, defofmed, and demented girls,"

was found under "marriage" in The Barabaig: East Africa Cattle
Herders, (Klima, 1970). :

Order of Data: Data from refereﬁces has been condensed
and placed on "Group" and "Individual" forms in the Appendix.
The Group form provides general information abouﬁ the disabled
in each culture unit researched. -The Individual form is an
abbreviated case study of noteworthy. individuals with disabil-
ities. Group and individual information varies from a consid-
erable amount to very small items.

The information on individuals is a @easure, an indica-
tion, of how'én individual with a disability is actually per-
ceived and treated in a particular society. It also provides
informatidn about the ways that disabled peréons with disabil-
ities handle their particular problems énd function in a com-
munity.

Completed group forms are to be found in the Appendix
under the major culture areass: Asia, Africa, Middle East,
North America, Oceania, Russia, and South America. Identifi-
cation of culture units may be found in the upper right hand
corner of the form. For analytical purposes, culture units
are classified according to subsistence levels: hunters and
gatherers, horticulturalists, pastoralists, intensive agri-

culturalists, and industrial societies. There may be some
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question about the classification of groups by modes of sub-
sistence; some societies are not easily categorized.

Case studies, some are not deserving of the title, are
the last category in phe Appendix; They are filed according
to the HRAF culture unit code, noted in the upper righﬁ hénd
corner of the form. ' :
Tasles z amd 3.

Analysis of Datay/Infanticide, invalidicide and senili-
cide, mgrriage, attention to thé disabled--positive and nega-
tive--social institutions, statuses and roles, are the major
categories of the data analyzed.

Infanticide: The nuclear family, especially the mother,
the extended famiiy, and/or the community in non-Western so-
cieties decide whether a disabled, deformed, disfigured) or
otherwise unusual infant should live. This analysis attempted
to differentiate between .infants who were unwanted because of
pressures on the mother or the group. For example: Hunting
and gathering societies carry their worldly goods with them.
Parents, especially;thg mother, carry their children. In addi-
tion, the mother generally nurses her infant from three to five
years. If an infant is born, with or without a disability,
while the mother is still nursing her previous child; the new-
born infant is put to death; the mother can neither nurse
nor carry two infants at the séme time. "Unwanted infants"
come under this category. (Table 3, Appendix) The second
category, "Selective, other than disabled" includes infants

who are killed because they are female, male, illegitimate,
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either one, or both, twins, or albinos. The third category
"disabled," is provided for the killing of infants because
they are disabled, deformed, or otherwise impaired according
to the definitions of the community.

The data indicates that in the forty-seven societies re-
searched, thirteen groups ﬁracticed.infanpicide on unwanted
infants; ten groups practiced infantiéide because of sex,of
the infant, illegitimacy, twiné, or other reasons. Thirteen
groups killed disabled infants. Some.groups practiced infan-
ticide for more than one reason. There was no information
regarding the practice or non-préqtice of infanticide in the
remaining.societies."

In a few instances there is a difference of opinion among
ethnologists on whether infanticide was or was not practiced.
In that case the researcher listed the society as having prac-
ticed infanticide. Groups who practiced infanticide in the
past may not be doing so now, but those groups were counted as
practicing infanticide because the earlier data gives a truer
picture of the society prior to acculturation.

Limited as it is, the data indicates that infanticide was
practiced more often among hunters and gathereré and horticul-
turalists than among intensive agridulturalists and industrial
Societies. However, fewer communities in the last two categor-
ies were researched which is a significant defect in the sample.
It is also possible that the student, after prolonged delibera-

tion, placed a culture unit in the incorrect subsistence category.




Interesting facts'about the practice of infanticide on
disabled infants have been noted. The Bantu of North Kavirondo
in the ‘Nyanza Province of Kenya kill deformed infants, not be-
cause of pressures on the mother or group, but because it is
believed that deformed infants are the result of an incestuous .
relationship on the part of the mother. In-such an event the
mother goes through a purification éeremony and is regarded
with some disfavor by her community. (Wagner, 1956:297) The
‘Dogon believe that "malformed children" are caused "by the
union, perhaps involuntary on the part of the woman, with a
spirit of the bush. (Paulme, 1940:410) The Besonyge are the

only society encountered who do not kill disabled infants im-

mediately; the death is postponed until the matter is brought
before the council who generaliy suggests that time may cure
the problem. Sometimes thg children are advanced in age be-.
fore being put to death. (Merriam, 1974:208)

It is significgnt that the Siriono of Bolivia, hunters
and gatherers under harsh environmental conditions, do not
practice infanticide, and abortion appears to be equally un-
known. (Holmberg, 1950: HRAF:847) :

Senilicide and invalidicide: The senilicide category
is divided into the "infirﬁ," and "dependent." (Table 3,
Appendix). The two categories were combined under the term
: "senilicide" for purposes of convenience, but "dependent" per-
sons could pe any age. Exposure té Christianity and to Wes-

tern thoughtalso has affected groups who formerly practiced
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senilicide, but do not do so now, are categorized as practic-
ing senilicide for the same reason as given above. There are
conflicts within societies concerning the practice of senili-
cide. The Caingang, a hunting and gathering society in Brazil
and Argentina, have been known to abandon the aged infirm when’
they moved their camp; (Henry, 1941:116) however, the author
notes that the Caingang "carried thé aged infirm on their backs
when they were unable to walk or to walk fast enough.'

In their book on The Native Tribes of Aboriginal Australia,

Spencer and Gillen (1968:51) state that, "There is no such thing
as doing away with aged or infirm people, " but Blainey (1976:
98, 101-102) disagrees with the British authors when he writes,

"that infanticide, invalidicide and senilicide occurred, and

he attributesthe killing of infgnts, dependents, apd the aged
to other than environmental and personal reasons. He claims,
"Heartless pressures were also at work."

Table 3,.Senilicide, does show that twenty-three socie-
ties practiced some form of senilicide. The sole agricultur-
al community investigated, who practiqed senil;cide, are the
Dinka of Sudan. The apthor states that the reasons for doing
so were "in part to avoid the degrading consequences of senil-
ity in old age. . .Dinka chiefs were not allowed to die natur-
ally, but were buried alive when too old to function or when'
they thought themselves near deatﬁ." (Deng, 1971:121) There
is a close relationship between the aged. and disability, be-

cause a significant percentage of the aged acquire disabilities.
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Marriage: Data on persons with disabilities who either
allowed or not allowed to marry is also fragmentary. Thirty
societies of the forty-seven researched failed to have any
information about the disabled and marriage in their communi-
ties. Marriége is a significant méasﬁre of how completely
the disabled were integrated into non-Western communities,
because, generally, marriage in such societies is important.
Examples of two deaf men in widely separated localities, pro-
vide some insight to the situation. Lorenzo, of Nohya Vill-
age, Central Yucatan,.and Kangbbai, Rennell Island, British
Solomons, haQe much in common. 'Both men were the first per-
sons born in their respective communities who were totally
deaf and mute. Since Lorenzo's birth in 1933, eleven other
deaf persons have been-bqrn in his village, but according to
the oral history of Rennell Island, Kangobai, was the only
deaf persén in twenty-~four generations. Both .men taught them-
selves sign language, although some persons say that Lorenzo's
sister taughﬁ him. There was no one on Rennell Island who
knew sign language; there are no words for “deaf-mute" or
"sign language" in the Rennelese'languagé. (Kuschel, 1973:4)
Lorenzo is described as beiﬁg "Alert and intelligent, . . .

a tireless worker whose labors show extreme attention to de-
tail and more than a hint of perfectionism. (Shuman, 1980:
361) Lorenzo is a talented artist, weaver, basket and ham-
mock maker. The community is proud'of his artistic talents,

and he is highly respected.

?
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The same is true of Kangobai. He is an excellent worker;
males in his society are expected to be good gardners and fish-
erman, and he'does both well. So well, that he has an abund-
ance of fish and produce which he shares with his family and
friends. Kangobai, like Lorenzo, belongs to a “high status"
family which the author cites as one reason for Kangobai's
successful integration into the society; another reason is
"his own creativity and imagination." Citizens of both towns
have learned sign language in'orde; to communicate with the
two men. Both sociefies stress the importance of marriage,
yet both men remain'single; In‘Nohya, the institution of
godparentship, compadrazgo, is practiced, but Lorenzo has
never been asked to'fill'this important role. Similarly,
Kangobai's unusual abilitigs are not fecognized by all per-
sons in his community. (Kuschel: 6-7) - The Wodaaﬁe Fulani of
Bornu do not allow the sick, disabled, and especially the in-
sane to marry, become betrothed, or own cattle; in addition,
there is a sociél stigma attached to disability. (Stenning,
1959:126) :

Other persons with disabilities do marry; Kawina Liwema
is one. He lives in the village of Chokolatwe in Zaire, and
works under the tﬁtelage of Sanjolombo, a mastef woodcarver.
Liwema is married and has two children. (Cfowley, 1973:221-247)
Embree reports that there.was a deaf and dumb woman in Suye
Mura who had been married two times. "(she) runs her house-

hold remarkably well. Attends all buraka functions, and talks
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to her friends by making graphic signs. She even dances at
the drinking parties.”" (1939:129) Obviously, she is inte-
grated into her society and self-sufficient.

Special Attention to the Disabled (Positive and Negative):
Under the "Positive" category, support systems such as fahily,
community, institutional, and other types of systems have been
included. Nearly ail groups or communities, depending on their
social structure, have ways, formal and informal, tp assist and
care for dependent persons.

'Kung Bushmen have informal support systems; the family is
responsible for the care of dépendents. Lame#Gao contracted a
bone diseaselwhen he wés a child; one leg was withered, and he
~walked with a cane. After Lame#Gao became crippled, N/aoka,
his mother, carried him on her back for years. (Marshall, 1976:
288). However, Lame#Gao was able to stalk and kill a buck, and
thus became a man according to Bushman practice; he also mar-
ried.

The Blind Guild, a formal type of support system, devel-
oped in Peking, China. The blind have their own Guild which
serves them professionally and socially. The members belong
to entertaining professions and are musicians, and storytellers.
The Guild has strict rules for its members and maintains high
professional standards. Mgmbers aré required to serve appren-
ticeships and are subject to fines (in earlier times to beat-
ings) if they did not comply with Guild regulations. At the
Guild meetings blind men form queues, holding on to one an-

other's pigtail, thus finding their way around the Guild hall.
(Burgess, 1966:103,105, 131, 137, 160)
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The Migiurtini of Somali and the Kanuri of Bornu assumeé
responsibility fér the behavigr of their tribesmen who cause
disability to another; these two groups pay the injured per-
son 50-she camels if one of their members has "blinded an eye"

or "eut off a foot or hand." (Cerulli, 1964:94)(Cohen, 19673
HRAF: 682)

Islam provides a support éystem too; Moslems are expected
to share their wealth with the less fortunate--poor, sick, and
disabled--by giving élms for their suppért. This syspem pre-
vails throughout the Middle East; although it is probably
practiced more strictly in some places than in others.

Neg#tive Attention to the Disabled: Ridicule, isolation,
and discrimination in its many forms is included in this cate-
gory. Priesthood; for instance, is denied “"lepers, madmen and

epileptics, and the deformed on the Island of Bali. (Covar=
rubias, 1938:303) 1In addition, "Tabooed for sexual relations

are albinos, idiots, lepers, and in general the sick and de-

formed" on the Island of Truk. (144) On Truk Island Gladwin

and Sarason (1953: 153-154) describe a situation where a

"crippled boy was taunted and teased and ridiculed by children."

Marshall reported that the !Kung Bushmen ridicule crippled per-

sons. "!Kung children mimic peculiarities of posture and move-

ment, " and they, both children and adults, laugh when a crip-

pled person falls and fail to help him up. (1976:288) 1In

Phenix Village, South China, Kulp (1925:54) says that depen-

dents or persons with disabilities are set apart from the lar-

ger community. "In addition to the dependence .e-



they suffer feelings of inferiority that develop in them ab-
normal psychic traits. . . Especially true of marginal cases
such as cripples, people with harelip, and the otherwise phys;
ically abnormal. Landor (1893:vii) noted that the mentally
disabled were not treated well by the Ainu, "the unfortunate
creature, thus afflicted seems to lose not only the respect,
but also the pity, as well as care of all others and is treated
by them as a worthless animal."

Special Statuses and Roles: Over time societies have de-
veloped special roles for the disabled; some serve as sorcer-
ers for the Ojibwa, a very difficult role (Jenness, 1959:84)
The Iban of Sarawak have a vocation for persons with disa-
bilities, called Manang. In a comﬁlex manner of reasoning,
the blind are associated with darkness, thus the spirit world
and are thus eligible; along with others, to prepare them
selves for the vocation. (Jensen, 1974:144-145) Geidam, an
urban center for the Kanuri of Bornu, has a special section
of the town reserved for blind persons who make roﬁe; they .
elect their own officials. (Rosman, 1962:129) 1Islam has in-
s%itutionalized the role of beggar for persons with disabili-
ties, and in Rowanduz, a Kurdish town, harmless eccentrics may
become Darwishes, a role that provides them with a "channelled
experience for personal peculiarities that might otherwise
prove dangerous. (Masters, 1953:321) The town of Suye Mura,
Japan, has a long tradition of blind priests, called Kitoshi,
and in Nubia, elderly blind Holy men teach.the Koran to young

students. (Kennedy, 1977: 26); (Embree, 1939:190)
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Other valuable information about the disabled has sur-
faced. In addition, to social institutions and roles, there
are myths and rituals related to the disabled and disability.
The Hausa, 2s well as other non-Western societies have a well-
documented folk-lore traditian which giveé considerable in-
sight, although it requires much further study, to the way a
society observes the disabled. Tremearne (1913:60) cites
games and riddles, .and myths gbout persons with'various types
of disabilities; the author describes a Bori dance, no longer
allowed, in which persons with disabilities are portrayed, &
deaf-mute called Bebe, was one. The Bori dance was originally
intended to help thé insane, "the idea being that those who -
were really mad would be thereby less likely to commit acts
of violence. . . ." (146).

Lambrecht (1932, 1941-1955:95) describes the "U-Lap rites,"
an exorcism ritual to cure persons afflicted with sudden blind-
ness. The Arunta know the whereabouts of a "blind tree," where
a hunter may go if he wishes blindness on an enemy, and in Suye
Mura, persons who are deaf or bedoming'deaf, collect a certain
type of stone and add it to piles of wayside stones (stones are
deaf) and present them to "Jizo."(Spencer and Baldwin, 1968:552-
553 )and (Embree, 1939:246-247)

At least nine of the groups investigated believe that dis-
ability is caused by witchcraft or evil spirits. People such
as the Hopi Indians attribute crippling conditions to an illi-
cit love affair, and albinism to to the theft of a sacred doll.

(Titiev, 1971, 1972: 88, 159)
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There appear to be pockets of similar disabilities in
various parts of the world. Both the Aymara and the Siriono
Indians in South America have a high inc;dence of clubfooted-
ness. Holmberg estimated that, "This trait appears in 15 per-
cent of the (Siriono) population.”™ (1950:9). Chabot (1950:
160) reported that he found a large number of unmarried people
at Makassar, and the author attributes the situation to an
equally high number of deaf mutes' there. Albinism is preval-
ent among the Cuna Indians of}an Blas Islands. it can be
argued that albinism is not a disability, but there are de-
grees of disability,and the people of San Blas assign albinos
a special status because.there is a myth that albinos occupy
a special place in heaven, and people want to keep in their

good graces. Albinos are not expected to work as hard as

other persons, and the men, particularly, are restricted from

" marrying. However, albino men serve on councils and are highly

respected. (Marshall, 1950: HRAF categories 116,143,826).
Analysis of Individuals with Disabilities: These accounts
are to be found in the iast section of the Appendix.
Ogotemmele, a'respectéd man and hunter in Dogon, lost one
eye when he had smallpox as a child; he lost the other eye when
his gun exploded in his face. Ogotemmele used his time after he
became blind to study the complexities of the Dogon religion
and to become an expert on the subject. He realized that his
religion should be shared with the world, and made arrangements
to meet with the Frénch anthropolbgist, Marcel Griaule, to ex-

plain Dogon precepts to the Frenchman and his companions..
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The first conversation took place in October, 194,6; the ses-
sions continued for about a month. Griaule wrote about his
"Conversations" with Ogotemmele in 1965. Ogotemmele prob-
ably was not self—sufficient in that he cooked his own meals,
cared for his clothing, or performed daily chores. His high
status ensured that others performed those.tasks for him.

His contributions were ideological; he served his people as
a spiritual leader and guide. He became famous in Dogon and
throughout the World. (Griaule, 1965:14-15)

!Kham, a Bushman of the Nyae Nyae area, was crippled. he
walked with "two forked sticks." He was married and the father
of four children. However, he and his wife, Be; occupied a
somewhat marginal position among the Bushmen because he was
crippled and could not hunt, and because he and Be, had few
family to assist them. However, !Kham and Be made themselves
useful to other Bushmen by carrying messages, gifts, news and
gossuip from one band to another. In exchange, the groups he
and his family visited,‘provided him and his family with meat.
Be gathered for them. However, he and Be were constantly on
the move so as not to stay with one group too long. This is
an example of the way reciprocity works in a hunting .and ga-
-thering society. (Marshall, 1976: 187)

Hajji Mustafa, a citizen of the Kurd town of Rowanduz,
"is portrayed as a slightly eccentric, but harmless individual.
He was considered the "worst barber in town;" however, he was
a "colorful town figure" and "beloved by the children." Haggi

Mustafa became a Darwish, which gave him a social status and
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an outlet for his emotional needs. 1In line with Islamic
precepts, Hajji and his family were, for all practical pur-
poses, cared for by the house of $hakir Effendi wﬁo gave
"gifts of food and money." However, Darwishes "charmed.snakes"
and swallowed large pebbles to entertain and amuse the public.
(Masters, 1935: 321, 329)

As pointed out eariier, persons may be born with disgbili—
ties or may acquire them. Two men in Azande, in different times,
were accused of adultery and mutilated by'having their hands and
genitals cut off. One of tbem, Bitarangba,was photographed and
described by Evans-Pritchérd. The mutilated man was cared for
by his blood brothers. (Evans-Pritchard, 1933: HRAF:736) The
Ainu punished thieves by'cutting.off both or one hand. The heel
tendons were cut of murderers; the operation left the victim
completely crippled. (Batchelor, 1927:38-39)

Conclusions: The hypothesis thét, "There is a direct re-
lationship between a society's well-beiné and the ability of
the disabled to‘aéhieve self-sufficiency has not been proven
or disproven. As néted, the data are not complete; some gare
not comparable. There are some indications that hunting and
gathering societies and ‘horticultural societie; practiced in-
fanticide more than pastoral, agricultural, or industrial so-
cieties. From the amount of data available, it appears that
hunters and gatherers and horticulturalists practiced senil-
icide and invalidicide more frequently than pastoralists,
agriculturalists, and industrial societies. It will be in-
teresting to see if these slight trends hold up when a lar-

ger and more complete sample is obtained.
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With the limitations of the data in mind, marriage of
the disabled appears to occur more often, especially among.
huntefs‘and.gatherers, horticulturalists and pastoralists,

]

than one might expect. -

The last category, "Special Attention to the Disabled"
indicates that there are a great many sjstems, formal and
informal, that are used by non-Western societies to assist
dependent persons in their communities. As noted, some at-
tention that persons with-disabilities receive is of a nega-
tive nature.

One goal of this research was to determine the extent
of information about the disabled in the anthropological re-
cord. Although the data is difficult to locate, information
is availablé, and with more practice the student should_be
able to obtain material more efficientl&. Another goal was
to analyze the data in the'hope of discerning trends or pat-
terns. This aim has nbt been realized, but a beginning has
been made. After furthér research it may be that a more re-
presentative sample may be obtained.and compared with this
first data. The last goal, to see if similarities between
cultures exist, appears to be confirmed to some extent.

This student considers this project és a basis for the
research that is to folléw. If a graduate study were to be
conducted, the procedure outlined previously would be used
with some modification.

The HRAF files would be used but would be‘supplemented
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with other research material. The most effective way to find
every possible refereﬁce on disability would be to read en-
tire books rather than trying'to locate information in the
HRAF files, indexes, and tables of contents. Bibliographies
have proved excelient.sources for references; the articles
on Lorenzo, the Mayan deaf man, and Kangobai of the Rennell
Islands were found.in thig way. Ogotemmele was found by
chance. Studying disability may be like studying the aged;
the researcher may have.to use every available scrap of in-
formation, regardléss of what it does to the sample, because
the material is fragﬁented.

It is important that‘furthér study of the disabled
should focus on them in the entire society. In order to
achieve this goal, more will have to be learned about mar-
riage, institutions, special statuses and roles, punish-
ment, modes of subsistence--in short all about a culture—-—

so that the disabled may be better understood in a social

context.

Abstract Proposal: Despite the difficulties inherent
in undertaking a study of the disabled and the subject of
disability in non-Western societies, such research is essen-
tial in order to obtain a‘fuller understangy%f the status
and'role of the disabled in society. As noted, little work
has beén done in.the field of Anthropology. This undertak-
ing would be a general study, rather than an investigation
of specific disabilitieé; however, this research would in-

corporate material from studies of particular disabilities




In addition, the study would focus.on cross cultural pat-
terns of disability among non-Western peoples, preferably
prior to Western acculturation.

The working hypothesis would be that there is a direct
relationship between the society's well-being and the abil-
ity of the diéablea to achieve a satisfactory status in a.

. particular societj. The research would be ponducted accord-
ing to prescribe@?ﬁggfizing as much of this work as possible.
HRAF recommendations would be followed, but may not be the
same as those followed for this paper. The student would
like to investigate as many societies as possible, and it
may be that a different sampling procedure will have to be
worked out. Statistical analysis of the data would be used.

By using the.methods mentioned above, it is hoped that
generalizations'may be made about the disabled, that patterns
will become apparent, and that similarities between societies
will become more pronounced. Such a study would provide
useful information about the disabled and hopefully give
insight to the ways that society perceives and interacts

with the disabled.

29
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TSRS 5y Batchelor Kisability s AR \l

; _ Asia
Reference: Group Data AB6
: : J
HRAF Code: AB6 Card: OL7 Category: A?gin

Name of Culture Unit: Alnu

Location of group, society, culture: Hokkaido Island

Time Frame: (1877-1924) 1927

Type of Society: Means of Subsistence: Fishing, hunting, gathering

Number and/or Type of disabled persons: Numbers not given.
Types: mad persons : .

Special Attention to Disabled:
Positive:

{ i

Negative: '"Ty.ing up with cords and beating was the most common
| method of punishing offenders. . .The mad were sometimes treated in
this way." (38?)

General Infanticide/Senilcide:

Infanticide/senilicide (disabled only):

Comments:

Other punishment resulting in disability: 1) "for breaking into a gran-
ary (second offense) "sometimes the tip of the nose or the lobes of the
ears were cut off and the offender was driven out of the village and boy
cotted." (38?) 2) VYFor murder it was customary to cut the tendons of t
feet, thus maiming the culprit for life. The tendons were severed close
to the heels. This was a terrible punishment for a persons . .could not
possibly do any work or go hunting. He was a burden both to himself anc
to his friends. . . I saw one man. . .he had to crawl about on his hand:

and knees."(38-39?)




.Author: A4:Landor T-5 Disability AB6

and 3: Hitchcock Asia
Reference: Group Data Japan
047 (HItchcock) Ainu

HRAF Code: AB6 Card: 048 Category: 732, 847
Name of Culture Unit: Ainu

Location of group, society, culture: Hokkaidg Island, Japan

Villages of Uparenai. . . Memuro-puto, Ottoinnai, Kinney,and Ni i

Time Frame: éca. 1890) 1893 (Landor) ; i theey.
1888) 1891) (Hitchcock) ‘

Type of Society: Means of Subsistence: fishing, hunting (iggghcock:

Number and/or Type of disabled persons: Numbers not mentioned;
Types: '"Abnormal formations are sometimes transmitted to many members
of one tribe (author ascribes to intermarriage). . .the harelip and
webbed fingers of which deformities twor or three specimens could be
found in a small village numbering fifteen to twenty houses."(267)
Malformation of the umbilicus is common. . ." Leproxy, common. (270)

Special Attention to Disabled:

Positive:

i : {

Negative: Mentally disabled not treated well; '"the unfortunate creas
ture, thus afflicted seems to lose not only the respect, but also the

‘I pity, as well as care of all the others, and is treated by them as a
worthless animal." (vii) - ‘

Ceneral Infanticide/Senilcide: Author mentions a lot of abortion but
does not mention infanticide. (296)
Infanticide/senilicide (disabled only):

Other than leprozmy,

Comments: The abnormalities mentioned by the author are not necessarily
disabling unless considered to be so by the Ainu. A hare-lip may be
considered a disfigurement in the West, but is it considered to be such
. elsewhere?

Qther




Author: 8:Pilsudeki---13 Disability 22]6.
a
Reference: Group Data . Japan
Ainu
HRAF'COde: AB6 Card: 060 Category; 8[;7

Name of Culture Unit:

Location of group, society, culture:; Hokkaido Island, Japan
Time Frame: (1895-1905) 1910
Type of Society: Means of Subsistence: Hunting, gathering, fishing

Number and/or Type of disabled persons: Numbers not mentioned

Special Attention to Disabled:

Positive:

Negative:

General Infanticide/Senilcide; Ainu kill their twins

Infanticide/senilicide (disabled only):

Comments:

Other




= | RN Ty

.Author: Munro, Neil G. Disability gz;zn

Reference: Ainu, Creed Group Data igkkaido Iss
and Cult inu

HRAF Code: ABS Card: Category:

Name of Culture Unit: The Ainu
Location of group, society, culture; Hokkaido Island, Japan
Time Frame: 1930's to 1940's &% hep

Type of Society: Means of Subsistence: hunting, fishing, gathering
later (bare subsistence azriculture)(xi)

Number and/or Type of disabled persons: Number not mentioned
Epidemics from measles, whooping cough, smallpox, typhoid cause disa-
bilities and are mentioned, but none of the disabled. (49) Uncon-
sciousness or sudden seizure mentioned. (49) Deaf and dumb are men-
tioned, not specifically, but caused from not following proper marriag
patterns. (149) Psychoneurosis (161)

Special Attention to Disabled:

Positive: Special prayyers, exorcism used to help victims of dis-
dease, accidents, childbirth that might have resulted in disabilities.

}

ative' If marriage regulations not followed, it was believed tha
chlléren from the marriage would have some misfortune: deaf and dumb
in one case and a child with a harelip in another(149) "“the breach of

.?atgﬁllneal exogamy" would have been "punished by death in the old day
1L

Gener Infanticlde/Senilcide. - icide/senilicide not men-
‘c,ioned,ab does not seem probable. Tf333 Elders respected.

Infanticide/senilicide (disabled only):

Explanation of disabilities/disease/misfortune: "Paralysis and rheu-
matism were generally attributed to a cantankerous dead person. Small-

b t dreaded, of plagues thou h chie flicted b Kk
C%E}ie%tgsqmosouggtato e dhe 8o the actfon of 3L llr'sl,ou s y(i% Sro o

Other




.Author: 7: Munro and Pisability AB6
: Seligman : As]
Reference: " Group Data gz;:n

Ainu
HRAF Code: AB6 Card: : 0&-6 Category: 755

Name of Culture Unit: Ainu
Location of group, soclety, culture: Hokkaida Island, Japan
Time Frame: (1900-42) 1963

Type of_Society: Means of Subsistence: Hungiﬁg, gathering, fishing

Number and/or Type of disabled persons: not mentioned. °

Special Attention to Disabled:
Positive:

: |
Negative:

General Infanticide/Senilcide:

Infanticide/senilicide (disabled only):

Comments:

Other Cause of Disability: '"Where there is serious illness, mind or bod
(the Ainu) are quick to suspect the action of a cantankerous or evil
spirit). Purification (exorcism) is necessary for the expulsion of suc
spirits, or their influence, from humans, places, or things.!




‘Author: Etter, Carl Disability Japan

"Ainu
Reference: piny Folklore BN B i
Traditions—and Culture of the Vanishing Aborigines of Japan
HRAF Code:AB6 Card: Category:

Name of Culture Unit: Ainu
Location of group, society, culture:; Kurile Islands, and Saghalien
Time Frame: c. 1949

Type of Society: Means of Subsistence: Hunting, gathering, fishing

woman (a maid in the house)
Number and/or Type of disabled persons: l/mentioned who had bmen

burned w/ a pressure cooker (138)

Special Attention to Disabled:

Positive;

i }

Negative: Burned woman feared that the scars (disfigurement rather
than a disability)"would prevent her from becoming a bride" "If the

Scars were noticeable, the Japanese boyés would think she was possessec

by a demon." :

General Infanticide/Senilcide;
Infanticide/senilicide (disabled only):

Comments:

Other




Asia

‘Author: Embree,Johh F. Disability Japan
Ab
Reference: Japanese Village CU¥oup Data S o—
Suye My:g;‘“g"“"'“"f““"g"‘ Kyushu Isl:
HRAF Code: . Card: Category:

Name of Culture Unit: Village of Suye Mura

Location of group, society, culture: Suye Mura Village, Xuma County,

Japan, Kyushu Island.
Time Frame: c. 1940's i

Type of Society: Means of Subsistence: Agriculture

Number and/or Type of disabled persons: “There:are:a .few cripples an
feebleminded in Suya Mura; One deaf and dumbvwwoman and "a feeble-
minded boy, more handicapped by blindness than a weak mind. . ."(129)

"Many cases of insanity and most of hysteri are clearly due to sexual
maladjustments."(175-176) : . ’

Sperial Attention to Disabled: "Physical malformation does not necessc
1ly disqualify one from arnormal life in Suye; there is a blind priest
Positive: Dpeaf and dumb woman "runs her household remarkably well.
Phe had had two successfve husbands, attends all buraka functions, and
talks with friends by means of graphic hand signs. She even dances at
the drinking parties. The blind/feebleminded boy has been given job as
Permangnt nu;semaid.in his household. (53
MRaopold B 8etaLE kaThEd 13nE08 008" ROBRLEE, 20 10 PR AL gBg 1025

©gallve: The villagers believe in witchcraft andupresumably uy:
.|could bring sickness and death or disability; the latter was not

specifically mentioned. (192) :

: *
. General Infanticide/Senilcide: "There is pragtically no known jnfan-
ticide in the Mura; last case occurred with an "insane™ mother. (13®

Infanticide7senilicide (disabled only): Does not appear to be.

Religious Practices: '"Wayside Stones. The stone Jizo is one of the cor
monest of roadside images. . . Jizo being a stone is deaf.. . He is cor
sidered to be a god who can cure deafness. If a man is deaf or growin;
dleaf, he should collect particular kinds of stone and present them to Ji
Comments: and he will be cured of deafness. 2HL-2-u)

Kitoshi are healing priests and"is usually the keeper of a small shrinec
or temple; they may be either Shinto or Buddhist.(187) "In Suye the mt
popular Kitoshi is a blind one. . . in Oade.(188) £the temple is one o.

ten surviving from an original 16 in Kuma County and is said to be 300

yerrs old. ormerly thesé temples had only blind priests, but more re-
Other cently seeing priests have come in. The keeper of the Oade temple
was adopted by the former blind priest as that priest did not have a
blind son, but the present heir apparent is the blind priest's son who
is not blind."(189)

*1633: Tokugawa Regime; laws passed to prohibit infanticide,'but eco-
nomic necessity continued stronger than law or parental love."(4-6)
"Peasant farmers had a very rou time" during that period.

1 j 1 di s elderly not subject to ridicule
Mt R R T Y J

: -one, he or s does and says prett
much what he or she .likes."(172 yérguﬁent against practice og.sghilche




Asia

/Author: Embree, John F. Disability igpa@

IReference: Japanese Village, Group Data Kyushu Island
Suye Mura

HRATF Code: Card: Category:

Name of Culture Unit: Japanese village of Suye Mura

Location of group, society, culture: Suye Mura Village, Kuma County,
Kyushu Island, Japan

Time Frame: c. 1940's (field work: 8-1935 to 12-1936)

Agrirculture

Type of Society: Means of Subsistences; rural, farming district

Number and/or Type of disabled persons: Number not known. In Suye Mur
healing priests are known as Kitoshi; "In Suye by far the most pppulc
and influential kitoshi is a blind one in the little Tendai temple in
Oade."(188) ‘“Formerly these temples had only blind priemts¥ but more
recently, seej igsts h .

FREoRoL BAohY5 RE SR YR 4 Er 1 Bs, TE°cGEPBR 05, HEa0R0E fEME'S

Special Attention to Disabled:

Positive: Suye or Japanese village society have made a role for the
blind and it is appropriate for them to serve as Kitoshi; "The blin
priest is so busy at his business that he follows no other occupa-
tion;" some of the other priests are farmers. The Kitoshi do not
occupy a h%gh social status.(190)

Negative:

General Infanticide/Senilcide:

Infanticide/senilicide (disabled only):

Comments; The Buddhist religion followed by the villagers allows them
to designate wayside stones to protect the villagers from harm. "The
stone Jizo is one of the commonest roadside images. . . Jizo, being of
stone is deaf. . . He is considered to be a god who can cure deafness.
If a man is deaf or growing deaf, he should collect stones with holes
them and present them to some particular Jizo--not all Jizo will do--

Other and he will be cured of his deafness."(184)

*"The temple is one of ten surviving from an original sixteen in Kum:
County and is said to be three hundred years old. Formerly these temp
had only blind priests. . ."*¥This leads one to believe that there
were a large number of blind persons in the Kuma area.

**( 189 )




:Author: Burgess, thn S pisability Asia :
The Guilds of Peking China
Aeference; Group Data AF1l5

HRAF Code: Card: Category:
Name of Culture Unit:; Guilds for blind in Peking

Location of group, society, culture: Peking, China
Time Frame: Spring, 1919
Type of Society: Means of Subsistence: Urban;

Number and/or Type of disabled persons: Number not known, but the ex-
ecutive council was composed of 48 men. @ild of Blind was composed o

blind persons who made their living by singing, story telling and en-
tertaining.(103)

Spegial Attention to Disabled: Sin%ing, story teliin%,and entertainin
were evidently considered appropriate roles for the blind.

Positive: Establishment of gild for blind persons; It was a highly
organized group, in fact "the most complicated and detailed of any gui
in the city."(103) The gild conducted business, held court, socia}'ze
at their meetings; helped its members who were in economic trouble/Whc
"have received unjust injury inflicted by others."(131l) Gild required
members to serve apprenticeship and had high standards.(137,160

Negative: The master was not responsible for accidents that appren-
tices might suffer such as"being run down in the streets."(160)

"In the olden days, the gilds used to punish their younger members whe
convicted of violating the important rules of the associati'on, by sen-
tencing them to 50, 70 or 100 strokes of the bamboo, according to the
degree of their guilt. The older members were punished by a fine."(1.

General Infanticide/Senilcide;

Infanticide/senilicide (disabled only):

|
v

Comments:

Other
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s ; : S Asia
Authorg/Kulp, Daniel H. Visability South China
~ e AF17
Reference: Country Life in Group lata
South China

HRAF Code: jr17 Card: 002 Category: 847,888
Name of Culture Unit: Phenix village

Location of group, society, culture: Phenix village outside city of
Thaochan, South China (Pukien Provinces) Kwantung, China.

Time Frame: c. 1925 (1918-19)

el stance; S Prants @ Jrbelt i
Type of Society: Means of Subsistence: sheeﬁﬁgﬁgzﬁg, onies; phEs:

Number and/or Type of disabled persons: “Nearly 5% of the total popul
tion are defective and leprous. (see attached chart)

(cripples, w/harelip, phys. abnorma

Special Attention to Disabled: "They/are_set off from the rest of the
population by their physical pecullarities and marked for spec. attn.

Positive: Eyidently, there is some sort of community system for (5%
caring for dependent persons.

i

Negative: Dependents or persons with physical disabilities are set
apart from the larger community.
"In addition to the dependence they suffer because of the degree of t!
inadequacy, they suffer feelings of inferiority that develep in them
abnormal psychic traits. . Especially. . . true of the marginal cases
such as cripples, people with harelip, and the otherwise physically at
normal. (54). : :

General Infanticide/Senilcide: nob_mentioned “No cases of in-

fanticide in Phenix Village knownj no senilicide¥
Infanticide/senilicide (disabled only): not mentioned

Comments: *"Old age is one of the chief family values; every attention
is Bhowered on the aged so that their lives may be long among thedr
children. They are considered an honor not a burden." (200)

QOther
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Asia

Author: Srivastava, S.K. pisability India
7Reference:%pax:ns.....,.&.iﬁ‘:mi}h Group Data g:;ii ggide
in Cultural Dynamics : District
HRAF Code: AwWl9 Card: Category: : The Tarai

Name of Culture Unit; Tharus

Location of group, society, culture: The Tarai, Government Estate in
the Naini Tal district of Uttar Pradesh (INdia)

Time Frame: c. 1950's .

rest fruits and roots, stock-raising and a crude form of agriculture
mber and/or Type of disabled persons: Not mentioned. (number)

Type: deformed infants; the fillagers experience many diseases and
and epidemics some of which could lead to disability, providing the
victims survive. Epidemics such as smallpox often result in deafnes
blindness, or both; the author does not mention such disabilities.
He does mention that adults suffer from eye diseases.(222)

Special Attention to Disabled:

Type of Society: Means of Subsistence: Hunting, fishing, collecting
0
JZ

Positive: More often than previously the Tharus are acceptin medic:
treatment provided at the Estate dispensaries of Khatima, Sitarganj an
Nanakmata, but they are still afraid of inoculations and other methodc

of prevention and cure. (233)
|

Negative: wpbnormal births among the Tharus are of rare occurrence

11) but whenever they occur they create consternation not only the fami-

ly but in the neighbourhood."(129 Superstitions about abnormal
births cause the infant to be neglected so it will die. '

2) In arranging marriages an intermedidry is hired to determine among
other things whether "members of either family is suffermng from lepros
that they are not inflicted with evil spirits, and that the girl and th

boy to be engaged do not suffer from a physical disability.'"(1l41
yi}eneral Iﬁf%nticide/Senilcide: ﬁnnxguzﬁm.Author state% tha &nnatuz

al vices. .. infanticide are very unusual, non-existent among them.(24
Infanticide/senilicide (disabled only): "The death of such a child
hastened by showing to it every possible neglect. The mother does no
give her milk ‘znd does not keep the child with her. Sometimes the
child is even buried alive in an earthen pot. They believe that if it
allowed to live some disaster will follow. . .‘such events are a “rarc

occurrence > are, guarded with utmost secrecy."(130
6¥he a%ﬁ%or még%gons that 1 an€30132 {g very unusual?.rétﬁgg:non—existe
omments:

"The common belief is that the evil spirits affect the child
in the womb, deform it and fill it with their own demoniac qualitiec
and so the child comes to have the name of RAksa which means demon.'

(130)

Other The Tharus trace disease and epidemics to evil spirts who punish
thepeople for any untoward behavior. Different deities cause differe:
things:"Sitala is respnnsible for small-pox; Purwa causes insanity,
which is rare."(224-225)

"Indigenous prescriptions cited by the author prove the prevalence of d!

abled persons: For Paralysis...they tie up the paralysdd limbs with 7

Note:

ropes; they mix the roots of tobacco, white brinjal and ‘ghunghuchi' fc
the patient to drink."(232)

Evidently author does not consider extreme neglect of abnormal infant
as infanticide. '



1)

2)

jAuthor: 2: Wiser and Wiser  pisability AW19

Reference: Group Data %ﬁé?a
Uttaﬁ
HRAF Code: AW19 Card: Category: 732 Pradesh

Name of Culture Unit: Village of Karimpur

Location of group, society, culture: United Provinces, a village e
of Agra in b A8 e g : ge eas

Time Frame: (c. 1925-1930) 1930
Type of Society: Means of Subsistence:

Number and/or Type of disabled persons: 1 mentioned. - °
Blind girl. : .

Special Attention to Disabled:

Positive: Kept with family who tried to find a husband for her,
which parents considered ™their greatest obligation to her." (121)

i

Negative: Missionaries wanted to send child to blind school, but
parents refused in the event they might find husband for her.

When a prospective husband was found; it wea found that he was a thief
and was sent to jail. : '

Diffieult to marry Shanti with "her disfigurement." (sightless eyes)

elderly widow who ™would no longer work, cast off." (83)
General Infanticide/Senilcide: Not mentioned.

Infanticide/senilicide (disabled only):

Comments: 1) Caste system in India might determine how infants and el-
derly treated; elderly widows with no male relatives may have a diffi
cult time: )Y missionaries knew of only "one widow #Wwho had been cast o
because she could no longer work."(83)

Other




Asia

.Author: Man, H. Disability AZ2

= Andamans
Reference: Group Data
HRAF Code: AZ2  Card: Category: 757,

Name of Culture Unit: Andamans
Location of group, society, culture: Andaman Islands
Time Frame: (1869-1880) 1932

Type of Society: Means of Subsistence; Hunters, gatherers, fishers

Number and/or Type of disabled persons: "Two or three cases of hunch-
back or lateral curvabure of the spine. . ."(14)

"Pathology.--1. No idiots, maniacs, or lunatics have ever yet been ob-
served among them, and this is not because those too afflicted are
killed or confined by their fellows. . ."(14)

Special Attention to Disabled:

Positive: The aged, sick, helpless are evidently cared for by the
society. (14)
“Their method of treating epilepsy is to sprinkle the patient with col«
water and then scarify his brow.'(14)Not persecuted or isolated)

: |
Negative:

General Infanticide/Senilcide: No infanticide/senilicide because the
"oreatest care and atﬁéntion are invariably paid to the sick, aged, an

"
Infanticide/senilicide (disabled only);helpless. (1)
"It seems hardly necessary to add that the unnatural cusbum of infantic
is unknown to the Andomcnese. . .lavish attentions bestowed on the 1lit
ones by their ighorant but well-intentioned elders."(109)

Comments:

Other




Asia
-Autt : 3 le isabilit AZ2
Authors 3: Temp Disability o
Reference: Group Data

HRAF Code: AZ2  Card: Olsk Category:
Name of Culture Unit: Andamans

Location of group, society, culture: Andaman:Islands
Time Frame: (1901) 1903
Type of Society: Means of Subsistence: Hunters, gatherers, fisher.

Number and/or Type of disabled persons: Numbers not cited.
Types: "epileptics are recognized." :

"Idiocy, insanity ond natural deformities are rare among them."

Special Attention to Disabled:

Positive: "'+ . 408

: I
Negative:

General Infanticide/Senilcide:

Infanticide/senilicide (disabled only):

Comments:

Other




g Asia AZ2
‘Authors 11l: Cipriani Disability Andamans

Onges
Reference: Group Data

HRAF Code: AZ2  Card: OlL Category: 12‘3’ 787, 732, 841, T3k, 152,
Name of Culture Unit: Andamans, Onges b

Location of group, society, culture: Andamans, (gdze.ds

Time Frame: (1951-1955).1966

Type of Society: Means of Subsistence: Hunters and gatherers, fisher:

Number and/or Type of disabled persons: "two cases of abnormalities”
mentioned (15) ;

Epileptics (495) =
"two cases of incipient lameness, 'a young man and a yonng woman."(491)
"lcase of dementia in a woman." (h9§3

Special Attention to Disabled:

i3 Positive: Rather than being persecuted, "Epileptics are considered =
'possessed by spirits who speak through their mouths, and respectuflly

question them like the oracle..™(495)

2) "Jomen assume men's work (hunting and fishing) during severe illness of

of the husband. Similar help given in care of aged or if wife or mothe

'ill; food is provided for them.'"(49

Negative:

General Infanticide/Senilcide: No,"twins are gladly. . .accepted, s
eager are the Onges to’gave chi%dren.“(i?% & g

Infanticide/senilicide (disabled only): Authorg thinks so. ‘"pre-
mature births are common so are malformations and other anomalies. Im-
perfect infants are quickly eliminated by their parents. . .There are
no blind, and deaf and dumb people in Little Andaman. . ."L491)

Comments: There is a difference of opinion about practice of infanticid
between Man and Citriani, but even- if infanticide is practiced, the na-

tives could acquire disabilities from polio, smallpox, measles or other
epidemics. (19)

Sk i icide probably. ogcurred because "Fear of be-
Cipriany arenes et HoroaYssste R unicn vefal Phegodup carries great
Other weight. . ."(15) :
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54 COUNTRY LIFE IN SOUTH CHINA

tions; in short, a decadence of familism and a forsaken
struggle against environment constitute the main dis-
advantageous tendencies arising from emigration. That
they are increasingly costly can readily be admitted;
that they can be offset through trained village leader-
ship wisely exerted is without question. With such

leadership, emigration could be turned from a curse
into a blessing.

HEALTH AND SANITATION

One of the first avenues for 1mprovement in village
life could be created by making more sanitary all parts
of the village. But before discussing health and village

TABLE VIII .
POPULATION: DEFECTIVES AND LEPERS

Typei ~ Number Types Number
Lepers 7 Deaf 2
Insane 5 Harelip 2
Feebleminded 2 Dumb :
Cripples ; 4 Otherwise Physi-

- cally Abnormal 2
Blind 3
Total : 28
Per Cent Total Population 43

731 sanitation—or lack of it—it will be of interest to note

)K‘/ :

types and distribution of infirmities recognized by the
villagers to exist in their midst.

Nearly five per cent of the total population are defec-
tive and leprous. The most important consideration




23 ; : Africa
\Authory/ Paulme : Disability Gogon
Lower Ogol
Reference: Group Data FA16
017 164
HRAF Code: FpAl6 Card: %fi Category: 847,732, 887-888,22k

Name of Culture Unit: Dogon

Location of group, society, culture:; Dggon, Lower Ogo, Mali, W. Afric

Time Frame: (1935) 1940 ; fIst conversation, October 1946

rticulturalists 5
Type of Society: Means of Subsistence:kgighlng:\hun ing, stock raisin

Number and/or Type of disabled persons: Numbers not mentioned.
Types: malformed children; since elderly are held with great respect,
aged infirm weuld be cared for. (not specifically mentionegd)

deproxy, smallpox (which leadeto disabling conditions)

Special Attention to Disabled:

Positive: Aged infirm probably cared for.

.o 3

]
!

Negative: Infanticide of malformed infants.

General Infanticide/Senilcide: ". . abortion and infanticide; hlthou:
i ot forbidden by custom are commo i S i i
SUTAgEn icide/%enilf%ide (disabled onfy?faqﬁﬁzéitlc1de is also prac-
ticed,openly, on malformed children, whose birth would be due, accord-

ing to a very general belief, to the union, perhaps involuntary, of th
woman with a spirit of the bush."(410)

Senilicide not mentioned and probably not practicedbbecause old men
held property for group, were respectedaand revered. ™

Comments: A possible explanation for practice of abortion/infanticide
despite social disapproval,; is %M%#/%Mﬁf "rigid convention that birth be

regular," that infant be legitimate. "If pregnant and unmarried, woman
suffers scorn/ cruel humiliation."

Other *later research: ". . .in former times the abandonment of old or
infirm individuals was not an unknown practice in the region, and
in Sanga people mentioned the case of an old woman who had died

of starvation in this way only a few years ago in the village of
Koundou. "(/89 cont/

%%xInfanticide Yllegitimacy "(if woman) unable to bring about an aborti
in the required time, the matrons who assist her during her delivery
smother the newborn child immediately."(/433 cont/)




- S — Sy |
jAuthor: HRAF guide Uisability Africa

~ Dogon
Reference; it o B Lo%gr Ogol
FAl

HRAF Code: AB6  Card: Buide Category: Guide to file

Name of Culture Unit: Dogon, Lower Ogol, ethmiic grou s-—Band‘ (o)
Douentza, Mali, West Rfricao " g o s

Location of group, society, culture: Lower Ogol, Mali, West Africa
Time Frame: Frirst conversation; October 1946

: Horticulturalists
Type Of.SOCIGtY: Means of Subsistence: hunting, fiéhing, stock rais-

ing
Number and/or Type of disabled persons: o8

Special Attention to Disabled:
Positive: ..

* =0y
Negative:

General Infanticide/Senilcide:
Infanticide/senilicide (disabled only):

Comments:

Other




‘Author: Griaule, Marcel Disability Africa

Dogon
Reference: Conyersations Group Data LOwer Ogol
with Ogotemﬁg¥er‘r'r*—' FAl6
HRAF Code: FAl6 Card: Category: ;

Name of Culture Unit: the Dogon

Loiﬁ?;on of group, society, culture: Dogon Country, Lower Ogol, West
rica .

Time Frame: October 1946 (time of first conversation between Ogotemme
and Marcel Griaule); conversations continued for 33 successive day
Type of Society: Means of Subsistence: Horticulturalists (2)

Number and/or Type of disabled persons: Ogotemmeli, one of Dogon's
elders, a blind man. '

Spexial Attention to Disabled; Ogotemm€li's high rank and status test
Ty that the Dogon recognize  that some of the disabled have unusgal, #
Positive; : - ablilities

: i
Negative:

General Infanticide/Senilcide:

Infanticide/senilicide (disabled only): .

'
t

Comments: The purposes of the conversations between Ogotemméli and
Griaule were to acquaint Europeans with important Dogon institutions:
customs, and rituals, especially '"cosmogony, a metaphysic, and a reli-
gion which put them on a par with the pg@eples of antiquity, and which
Christian theology might...study with profit."2

Other




59 Flaivio Ll chNEGA Y

Reference: 1) Demg: The Dinka Group Data
of the Sudan 2) Deng: Tradition and Modernization...

HRAF Code: Card: Category:
Name of Culture Unit: Dinka of Sudan, Ngok, southern tribe -

Africa FJl2
Sudan
Dinkas

Location of group, society, culture: see map (attached)

Time PFrame: contemporary, but with historical/traditional information

. Pastoralists
Type of Society: Means of Subsistence: Cattle raisers (dairy product
and mainstay of society), cultivators,

Number and/or Type of disabled persons: numbers.not given

Types: epileptic, crippled, blind, drastically deformed (156:Tradition
leprosy, tuberculosis(223:Tradition),

Special Attention to Disabled:

1) Positive: consent is given to marry: epileptic, crippled, blind or
drastically deformed persons (considered sppritually dangerous to objec

' to marriage. . .as it may inflict a curse on the refusing kin.)(156:
Traditions% SE o

2) "A sick, aged,‘or otherwise needy person must be taken care of by his re
(302—303p§2§§ﬁ§eg§.§rﬁﬁgééd onlfebiprbRity, -BRTEFLWi $¥LRRYE, to neighbors and even
Traditiogs egative: "Mortal disease. . .tuberculosis and leprosy,are "seventh

358 - cause for divorse'"(180: Traditions) Husband usually persuaded against di

Pos. vorce in that disease is an "Act of God."(180). Another obstacle imputi
disease. . .considered defamatory."(180) Parents usually urgg children
not to marry tubercular or leperous persons; to investigate individual's
background(223: ¥raditions)
"physical wholeness is highly valued and deformity miserably degrading
hunchback is among the most dreaded disease of infancy."(43: Traditions
General Infantici ilcideg I icide; : 11lighs i
%:fgoag gi ég * gaigan fggcgr;%re/t%%%rl %%?re t orngﬁgg%‘céggthygﬁa té%iéélﬁg%glﬂ}l égg?l
%% Thtdn lcide/%enilicide (disabled only): %scessbiwss®c: no mention.
but twins are allowed to live with an elaborate ceremony(ies) connected
with them. The Dinka associate having twins "with mental abnormalities?
thus "There would seem to be a link between the fact that it is abnormal
to have twins, that such abnormality implies a religious and ritual sta- \

tus, th tal dis normall ssocj d wit imilar religjious
a9 et mentel HLSRTY9T° BRe ARy teY 1208 °sk MEd b 1SR, TAns BT T 5
If a "disease (child's) considered curable becomes fatal or uncontrollab!

moral wrong is attributed to adult relatives or to an envious evil eye."
(43: The Dinbka., .

: Othe ammpensation is made for bodily injuries(eyes, limbs, teeth)in cour!
(29§5Traditions.
2o Dinka believe in curers, diviners; "The magician came. He was a bulky,

short, and crooked-looking man who must have been born defective and was
: deformed in almset every way."(129)(Dinka)

i Senilicide: When elderly become senile"Such old persons, if they are fro:
modest backgrounds with no extra re%uirements for_respect, run the risk
of being viewed as idiots in whom people, especially ghll&ren, find amus
ment...many reasons for the custom. . .in part to avoid the degrading

consequences of senility in old age that Dinka Chiefs were not allowed t«
die naturally, but were buried a%}y when too old to function or when
2 they thought themselves near death."(121: Dinka)

] t - 5 e ; 3 d v
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Africa

, . : i sabili Bantu of No
Author: Wagner, Gunter. flSdbl%lty By Al
Reference: The Bantu of Group Data FLL

North Kavirondo

(Nyanza Provinc
HRAF Codes - Card: Category: of Kenya)

Name of Culture Unit: Bantu Kavirondo

Location of group, society, culture: Kavirondo is situated to the nort

east of Lake Victoria on either side of the Equator, part of Kenya. .
Time Frame: c. 1940's

b

Type of Society: Means of Subsistence: Most fertile area in Kenya.
xtensive farming, herd goats/sheep; large scale cash crops.

Number and/or Type of disabled persons: No numbers mentioned.
Types: epilepsy, leprosy, serious ulcers, eye diseases, and
accidents. '

Special Attention to Disabled:

Positive;

Ihfanticide of deformed infants.
Negative:/ A man can be "rejected as a suitor" (marriage) "by the
people who know him" if he suffers from a disability; in that
case he looks for a wife from a territory distant from his own.
Other diseaseas such 'as epilepsy, leprosy, serious ulcers . . .
are a "bar against marriage." Such persons "often have to live
by themselves in the bush at a safe distance from other homesteads.

(392) Epilepsy thought to be contagious like leprosy; insi
persong begng isol%ted. ag leprosy; insist on such

General Infanticide/Senilcide: g
Infanticide/senilicide (disabled only): Yes. '"Deficiences or major
abnormalities in a child are commonly attributed to incestuous inter-
course. If it is beyond doubt that the marital relationship between hu:
band wife does not infringe the laws of exogamy, the birth of an abnor=
mal child is quite logically attributed to incestuous adultery on the
gsggtofrggebg%gg°se$g$ef?l%fa$gdt?8¥ ﬁé?eaiieggﬁ,ﬁisgsa ﬁg —é ggetglgﬁ_
Comments: A diviner is consulted in situations in Whlgh uddén and
violent illness. . . eye diseases. . . sudden possession or insanity
. . . Oor accidents" occur.(221-222)
No senilicide since the elders are respected and are leaders. Senili-

cide not merioned. (76-77)

Other **undergo a purification ceremony, and a sacrifice is made for her
before her husband resumes sexual relations with her. A miscarriage
which occurs suddenly and without causing much pain to the woman is re-
garded as the consequence of an act of adultery committed by the wife

during her pregnancy . It is said in that case that the child was killc
in the womb by 'the thighs of her lover.'(297)




: B Africa
‘Author: Klima, George J. Disability

: : : Barabaig
Reference: The Barabaig: Group Data FN26
East African Cattle=-Herders

HRAF Code: Card: Category:

Name of Culture Unit: The Barabaig, Datog
Location of group, society, culture: Tanzania, East Africa

Time Frame: c¢. 1970

; "Cattle complex"
Type of Society: Means of Subsistence: ca%tle—herdgrs (pastoral)

Number and/or Type of disabled persons: Specific number of disabled
not mentioned, but author stresses that infants are born into a "diseas
ridden environment" and even if it reaches adulthood, an individual wil
never experience good health. Blindness K is prevalent; "blind children
remain in the Kraal and never go out unaféompanied,"(52) Blindness occur.
aong, peonte ol sl ages; and BEY,0edusniocYeiaiah thigetion, disease
§pen¥a Sptten ion to Dlsazied: :

1) Positive; Elders who reach their fifties are "accorded special zkke:
xxwm consideration. and deference," which infers that the aged infirm

are cared for. éué)

2) | Blind children (and adults) appear to be cared for too.(52)

3) "In crises of sickness and disease. . .the neighborhood council of men
(87)|assembles to discuss the issue and arrive at some consensus about actio:
Negative: Their world (of a blind child) is restricted to the con-
fines of the Kraal and a small area outside the gate."(52)

General Infanticide/Senilcide: Infanticide/senilicide not mentioned;

as father loses part of herd to sons at thei
Infanticide/senilicide (disabled only%: r marrigges, he also loses*

¥authority over His sons and some of his o
. ! 7 wWn power and prestige
gattle owners; th;§ may result in less attention and cage as ﬁe ZZe: or
ecomes aged and infirm, but no mention is made of this possibility.

Comments: The high infant mortality rate due to being fed on raw cow's
milk immediately after birth, diseases and epidemics, may argue against
the practice of infanticide because every infant may be valued, (.48)
and the weak and disabled infants probzbly don't survive.

other.Marriage:"Every Barabaig girl must marry; whether or not she is
physically desirable. Crippled, deformed, and demented girls must have

a_wedding in order for them to Dbe eligible t r hanah

: ; € ow w

%%éated %eather skirt having magico—rgligious xgiixéﬁﬁ 5T nié) ZLh B

' eére are no unmarried women in Barabaig society."(64) TR A




- Author: Czekanowski:20--56  Disability *Afr*pa 0/
Azande /

Reference: Group Data FO7

HRAF Code: FO7 Card: 145 Category: 752 ,847

Name of Culture Unit: Azande

Location of group, society, culture: Faradje,

Time Frame: (1907-08) 1924

Type of Society: Means of Subsistence: Horticulturalists

Number and/or Type of disabled persons: Number not mentioned;

Disability through mutilation: a man (Babandara, (son of Delaw)
who "lost his genitals and both hands. His testicles had been cut
off, as well as his penis. . .the mutilated arm stumps. . ."(

Special Attention to Disabled:
Positive: ..

3 : I

Negative: Adultery punished eeverely by mutilating the adulterer.

General Infanticide/Senilcide: Not mention%%, "abortion prevalent"
"Even natives consider abortion a punishable oiffence."

Infanticide/senilicide (disabled only): Not mentioned

Comments: Since legitimacy of bafthts is so importanteto the Azande,

(but abortion is practiced), that unwanted infants are prevented from

reaching the birth stage; they are disposed of through abortion in the
early stages of pregnancy.

Other




¢ wvillo-—irioitiard :
‘Author .ﬁ :Evans—Pritct;ard (736)0isability ﬁf;ccia
21: Evans-Pritchard (88 zanae
Reference:also: 0:FML 75 (85%koup pata FO7

HRAF Code: FO7 Card: 145 Category: 736, 888

Name of CultBre Unit: Azande Locationé Azande rsgion bounded by
parallels 23~and 30 Longitude E. and 2~ 50' and 6 Latitude North.

Location of group, society, culturs: ; i i : :
¢<ill animals and g?sh, collect wild frugggfl%3%%gfaéﬁétfﬁsgg%g%vate N
Time TFrame: (1926-1929) 1937 :

Type of Society: Means of Subsistence:(see above)

Number and/or Type of disabled persons: Numbers not mentioned.

Typesy "Occasionally a man is largely dependent on-his blood brothers for the

1)

35:

2)

14

necessities of life. Such a case if that of the mutilated man Bitarag

n

Aléo;"congenital abnormalities as harelip"

! The social institution of
Special Attention to Disabled: "Blood boothers" provides a method of
caring for persons with disdbilities who were dependent.

Positive: pyi rangba "lived with one of his blood bvothers. . .(he)
had exchanged blood with several other neighbours and was always a wel-
come guest at theéir meals. Being physically helpless, he had made a
point of contracting alliances ofblood with two or three influential me
. of the né@ghbourhood who were able to assist him through their influenc
at court and By their authority in the locality." He was not_on, "good

Negative: terms"w/relatives.

Practice of mutilation

General Infanticide/Senilcide: . Infanticide not mentioned, witchcraf
combined with age "contrive to put an end to an old man."
Infanticide/senilicide (disabled only): senilicide of aged infirm
attributed to w/craft insome instances. Azande*not sad about old
people who have lived to be elderly; they say they have eaten their
share, etce.. :
brans-Pritchard (1966-1930) 1932 cardc 184 category 847
would® 8plal Wowld FomekiTgs 6t sde nlRlgasntlde L Ik WorR A 1LAE  bonate by
Comments: Azande attribute sickenesg, disease, accidents. . . to witch-
craft except in "“diseases which only attack infants. Congenital ab-
normalities as harelip, constitute exceptions to this general rule in
that they are attributed to Mbori (Supreme Being) and recognized as
‘incurable." (O: FML 75; category 753: Theory of Disease)

Other "Mutilated individuals, invalids, the impoverished, the aged, and
50 on, are cared for by the immediate family or by members of the sib.
The institution of blood brotherhood absorbs many of these cases. s
(card 135: category 73:FML




Author: 10: Anderson Visability Africa

Azand
Reference: Group Data FO7 >

HRAF Code: FQ7 Card: Category: 732, 753(0:FML 75)
Name of Culture Unit: Azande

Location of group, society, culture:

Time Frame: (no date) 1911 and (1950)

Type of.Society: Means of Subsistence: Horticulturalists

Number and/or Type of disabled persons: Numbers not mentioned.
author mentioned: "A supplementary fifth finger or first toe are
surprisingly common among these savages who are usually proud of the
addition. Acquired disabilities: wumbilical hernia in children and
prepateédlar bursae in women from kneeling; scar deformities are most
frequently met .with.™

Special Attention to Disabled:

Positive: .-

Negative:

General Infanticide/Senilcide;

Infanticide/senilicide (disabled only):

Comments: "Bodily injuries" "According to Anderson, surg@cal tech-

° niques among the Azande are few in number!..splints applied
to fractures, snakebites scarred and sucked. "Severe wounds
caused by mutilation were trea with burning palm oil."

This statement leads one to believe that/seriously disabled persons

%TObiblgddied at birth, .when accident occurred, or sickness/disease
evelop ; _ , ; :
Fﬁigianations for disability: In addition to bause of accident or dis-

i i d sorcery. 1f the in-
Azande attribute problem to witchcraft an .
§§3§36a1 had an accident, the accident occurred because of witchcraft
or sorcery end not because the individual fell or whatever.




iAuthor: 8:Larken--i0 Disability Africa
Azande
Reference: Group Data FO7

HRAF Code: FO7 C(Card: ggg Category: 158, 481
Name of Culture Unit: Azande

Location of group, society, culture:
Time Frame: (C. 1925) 1926
Type of Society: Means of Subsistence: Horticulturalists

Number and/or Type of disabled persons: Numbers not mentioned;

Types: Exogamy and imbreeding practiced"(only forbidden relation is
child of the same mother) Author states: Perhaps owing to imbreeding
reater proportion of imbeciles. . . Stammering common among them."
category: 158) .

Special Attention to Disabled:

Positive: ...

Negative:

General Infanticide/Senilcide: :
Infanticide/senilicide (disabled only):

Comments: Auther mentions a variety of cangs: and cr&ﬁhes, "walking-
sticks," some ornamented and of interesting shapes "grotesquely ex-
aggerated and twisted." Author did not Say if they were used by able-
- bodied of population or the disabled. Were the canes, crutches, etc.,

used as an gid in walking Or as some type of status symbol?

Other




Author: 27: De Glaer--<ouU Visability

Reference: Group Data

HRAF Code: *FO7 Card: 145 Category:
Name of Culture Unit: Azande

Location of group, society, culture:
Time Frame: (no date) 1929
Type of;Society: Means of Subsistence:

Number and/or Type of disabled persons:

Special Attention to Disabled:
Positive:

5 |
Negative:

General Infanticide/Senilcide:

Comments:

Other

Africa
Azande
FO7
752
Horticulturalists

Numbers not mentioned.

Types: = harelip, "Hima-Kura, a sickness' that results in paralysis and
slow death; "abanamuku)' presence of hysterical Symptoms in women."

Infanticide/senilicide (disabled only):




~Author: 5o0: Baxter % butt Disability

Africa.
3: Lagae . A Eo
Reference: Group Data ig§3de

HRAF Code: FQO7 Card: 134 Category; 814-5, 848
Name of Culture Unit: Azande

Location of group, society, culture:
Time Frame: (no date) 1953
Type of Society: Means of Subsistence: horticulturalists

Number and/or Type of disabled persons: numbers not cited.
Type: misshapen children :

Special Attention to Disablg@:

Positive;  '"Misshapen children are treasured like sound ones."(72)
"* ""(Baxter and Butt) :

-

Negative:

General Infanticide/Senilcide: "Formerly a male child, born of
adultery, was generally killed by the ug%and of the guilty woman. It .

Infanticide/senilicide (disabled only):

the only case I know of the murder of a newborn child. It is not the
same for a daughter born in adultery. As she represents a value, she i:
generally not killed." ( '

Comments:

Other




‘Author: Merriam, Alan P. Disability Africa

: Bgsongye
Reference: yn pfrican World FouP bata FO2
The Besongye village of Lupupa Ngye.
HRAF—Code: Card: Category:

Name of Culture Unit: Besongye, Bala people (xviii)

Location of grou societ culture: Besongye Village of Lupypa_ Ngye
E. Kasai Reglgon, 5 epublic };'f Laires ¥ égh%ggégt 2$3he§s€? para‘igels gou\
Time Frame: c. 1959 (July) to 1960(July

Type of Society: Means of Subsistence:; Horticulturalists (60)

Number and/or Type of disabled persons: Numbers not mentioned.
Types: albinos, deformed child, and so-called deviants.

extra_ fingers and/or toes
insanity

Special Attention to Disabled: The disabled or deviant given "useful
role in village life, that of musician." :

Positive: fhe term deviant may or may not refer to persons with

physical disabilities, but it does mention physical weakness of

persons who were labeled deviant and who served as musicians." Thes

people are allowed a place in their society. . . '"music is a vital

necessity ip Lupupa Ngye, and their musicians are at a premium! (318

Negative: Although allowed a role and a niche, the deviant/disabled
(?), some are ridiculed and "the constant butt of jokes about his
physical weakness." (318)

Albinos considered to be witches and possibly malevolent'which could
be negative. (151)(210)

General Infanticide/Senilcide: not practiced/at birth but practiced

after birth. Yes, all malformed children
Infanticide/senilicide (disabled only): R¥SEXBX#XKIE. "No child is

‘killed at birth, even those who are terribly deformed; ore of the

bantasha once saw a child born without a mouth, an%,it wag allow%d to
die naturally."(208) 'Whild no child is killed at birth the practice o

1111 ildren happened in past and_may continue today." 'Mal-
%grgééltﬁ§lgrén, Mongoggid, a dwgrf,' all have special terms. (289)

Comments: "Albinos are automatically considered to be witches."(151)
"Because of their ability to capture men's spirits, and because of
their malevolent abilities, witches are the subject of much discussionr

and action in Lupupa Ngye, and means of recognition of them is a fre-
quent topic of conversation."(151)

Other "Tn cases of insanity, Mongoloidism, or other highly visible mal-

i e father requests permission to explain situation; notables
ﬁggﬁgiig’agﬁ him to wai% to seg if condition improves, if not, father pe

tions them again; child is killed.(209) "This kind of killing may exten

to children of considerable age."(2lgi de ‘ﬁ¥tgg;ts, .
time midgets were probably killed and eatén. / S o e .

%%ozzit io be uﬁder.the special protections of the chite dya Bala. )2606




1)

rAuthor: Crowley, Danie_l J. Disability Chokwe

R%fﬁseqfe- ,Aesghetic Vgl%g Group Data FPL
end Professi and personal letter.

HRAF Code:  Card: Category:

Name of Culture Unit: Born in Katanga Chokolatwe probably in the Altc
Zambeze Province 5%ihngola; moved togthe Congo, Dilolo Territory x

Location of group, society, culture: Two brothers moved idin.
members of %hokﬁé tribe £ . » %0 join -cther

Time Frame: Jznuary to August 1960.
Horticulturalists

Type of Society: Means of Subsistence: Agricultural community
: and a wood carver * *

quber and/or Type of disabled pPersons: one crippled man; Kawina
Liwema,"he was a younger brother and sidekick of Sanjolombo, possibly

Special Attention to Disabled;
. e £ : qnuﬁiéb.umJu,
Positive: [Kawina Liwema lived tniSanjolombo'§/village...he was in

every way a full.member of the community...(letter)

Kawina Liwema was married and had two children

: [
Negative: —-

General Infanticide/Senilcide;

Infanticide/senilicide (disabled only): .

Comments: *™Sanjolombo is village chief and considered "dean of Katbnga
Chokwe songi zcarvers) in .the Dilolo territory.'"(236)

Other * "The Chokwe region form the southern boundaries of the sculptur
producing area of Africa stretching northwestward to the Bambia
(222)
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UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, DAVIS

BERKELEY * DAVIS ¢ IRVINE ¢ LOS ANGELES * RIVERSIDE * SAN DIEGO * SAN FRANCISCO SANTA BARBARA * SANTA CRUZ

DEPARTMENT OF ANTHROPOLOGY DAVIS, CALIFORNIA 95616

June 19, 1984

Ms, Sara W, Weiss
L2 Walnut Street
Newport, RI 02840

Dear Ms., Weiss,

Your project sounds excellent, something I'd long wished
someone would do. Dr. Epple will have told you that we share
more than anthropological training, i.e. polio,

As for bibliographiec references, I can't help much. Have
you had a chance to see if the Human Relations Area Files references
disabiadd people. Its hzadquarters is at Yale Library, so maybe
you could find out by vhone. If they have it, you'd get a long
and useful list of bibliographical items,

As for Kawina Liwema, he was a younger brother and sidekick
of Sanjolombo, possibly his maternal cousin rather than biological
brother since they use the term for both. He walked with both
knees slightly bent and Regs stiff, possibly from an injury. He
lived in Sanjolombo's village, since villages are family affairs in
Zaire, and he carved, helped Sanjolombo in the fields, and was in
every way a full member of the community even though he couldn't do
stoop labor or hard harvesting. Remember women do the planting and
weeding and most harvesting there. Chokwe like most Africans are
very family-oriented and cooperative. .

In that line, lLiwema was able to do almost everything needed.
More seriously disabled Africans do have special roles., In Islam, the
blind are professional beggars led by a child, and it is the duty of
believers and non-believers to give alms, The beggars clamor around
and shout until you give them something, "baksheesh,'" and you soon learn
to carry plenty of local change. In Zaire the lepers all came on
Saturday morning after the market, some walking, some sliding on wheeled
boards, some ringing warning bells, and each household was supvosed to
put money into a bowl they'd put in the yard. Quite a sight! 1In
Trinidad, the blind also go around together, one's hand on another's
shoulder, and beg at each market stazll or street shop, and they get
a few coins at every place to divide among them. It's bad luck not to
contribute, and worse for business,

On a recent committee, I discovered that disabled people are
almost never sent to Education Abroad programs, and of course getting
around is very difficult in European, African, and Asian cities, but
the countryside is easier. One blind student found Ghanaians afraid
of his seeing-eye dog.
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Deaf and learning-disabilities people have much more trouble
both here and in the Third World, because people don't understand
their problems. An mr girl about 12 in Zaire kept running away
from the nuns where the govt. had sent her, and since she always
took off her clothes, everyone was afraid she'd get raped and
pregnant. The amount of effort expended on keeping that girl out
of trouble was impressive. Of course '"the village idiot" is a standard
character, the most poignant one being in the opera Boris Godounow.

Physicdlly disabled men tend to.be pushed toward carving or
arrow making or other technically-skilled jobs if their arms and
hands are functiohing. Similar women become weavers and basketmakers,
but ceramics usually takes more agility. Music is the realm of the
blind, not only Stevie Wonder and George Shearing, but also in many
other societies such as calypsonians Blind Blake in Bahamas and
King Radio in Trinidad. .

I am very conscious of being treated differently in different
countries, The British act like I'm sick and coming to England for
treatment, and just hang over me, offering all kinds of unneeded help.
The french act like I should know better and stay home, and actually
give me shoves when I'm negotiating a high curb--really the worst!

Most people are just intensely curious--I stop conversations dead when

I enter a restaurant, though I hardly notice it anymore. I almost enjoy
the ploys of those trying to find out what happened to me, what my
private life is like, whether my kids were test tube babies, etc.

In Aruba nobody would help me or push my wheelchair, "infra dig."
Finally I found a Portuguese kjd working in a kitchen and hired him.
Aruba is Netherlands West Indies. In Brazilian Carnivals, the samba
schools have amputees, wheelchair-bound '"dancers," and blind members,
and this year special seating for wheelchair cases. I was kissed by

a minimum of 20,000 drunken Black ladies in a two-night period, a record
even by my standards.

I'm afraid much of this is beside your point, but the subject
certainly needs research. I think it'd get Foundation supvort too,
So if you decide to go on, by all means count on my supvnort. And
even if you're in a wheelchair, do plan on doing fieldwork abroad.
Being disabled is a kind of protection, since we obviously are trusting
them not to hurt us, since we obviously can't run away.

Tell Dr. Epvle it's nice to hear of him, and to know he is
"mekin' style" as Chair, and even getting paid for it. Pearl and I
were back in La Trinitee last March, and I had a few days there in
November as well., This summer we're hoping to do Iceland, Greenland,
Lapland, the Soviet Baltic, the trans-Siberian Railway, Outer Mongolia,
and maybe Korea, but nothing definite yet, and maybe Carnival next Feb.
in ex-Portuguese Goa south of Bombay.

Keep in touch! ,Z>ﬁ s (/,,Qr;,1£‘7



L2 Walnut Street
Newport, Rhode Island 02340
June 7, 1934

Dr. Daniel J. Crowley
Department of Anthropology
University of Calllornla, DaVlb
Davis, California 95616

Dear Dr. Crowley,

Dr. George Epple, Anthropology Department Chair, Rhode
Island College, Providence, Rhode Island, is my advisor for
an honors paper. He suggested that I write you because he
thought that you might be able to direct me toward some bib-
liographical references on my topic. Also, he told me to re-
mind you tgat you and he nad worked together in Trinidad.

The subject of my paper concerns persons with disabili-
ties in the non-western world with the exception of the Ameri-
can Indian. As you know, persons with disabilties are accepted
or not accepted in society. Dr. Epple and I have discussed how
some persons occupy particular or specific niches ‘in their soci-
ety,! that is, they have a special status and role while other
societies assimilate persons with disabilities rather easily and
make any necessary provisions to assist them.

My first objective is to compile a bibliography of all such
references in Anthropological literature and then to see if the
data indicates that the presence of persons witih disabilties tends
to follow any particular pattern.

g In an article you wrote, "Aesthetic Value and Professiongl-
v Y, ism in African Art: Three Cases from the Katanga Chokwe," in The
m*‘)Uf Traditional Artist in African 8001etles, edlted'by Warren L.

.Ug T T "evedo, you mention that "Sanjolomoo...and his crippled younger
vé Q,“ brother {awina Liwema decided to emigrate to the.Convg." (p. 2 36)
AL v v The reference ref}ecps the presence of persons with dl§ablllty in

\ .* =~ the society, and it infers acceptance, at least from his brother.
o w' "  If it would not be too inconvenient for you, would it be possible
L"\? @ﬂ’ 5 for you to give me a little more detail about Xawinz Liwema, that
V k.‘ w7 is, how he survives and supports himself, or whether his family
e or tie society does this for him? In addition, I was wondering
Q 9’}5 + if you have encountered any persons in your travels and research
o 4 ¥ 4 'who are. encouraged to be artists or mu8101ans because of their
=t o b diselplity or hnythlnﬂ elewy (- ' .0 o e
e
'y, ¥ The sudject of disability is of interest to me because I
d S <}g,:ﬂuithccrutches)bec ause of polio. and A5 an Anthrooolovy major,
t struck me that there is little or no research on the subJect,
S b I R e e A \4 teft 4% ik 2 is'-‘l' - ‘.,s (% "’f. . e

I know tihat you are a very busy person, so please do not in-—
convenience yourself. It would be great to hear from you, though.

Séfy truézéz/mrs SR

W. Veiss




FV1l

‘Authors Evans, Meryle Uisability Botswana
: Group Data

Reggggggg'frgg Egﬁﬁgéﬁéén in New York Times, 8-15-54

HRAF Code: gyl Card: Category: no HRAF data available

Name of Culture Unit: safari lodge, Maun, Botswana
Location of group, society, culture: Maun, Botswana

Time Frame: August 1954
Type of Society: Means of Subsistence: gardening and other sources

Number and/or Type of disabled persons: 1 blind man =

Special Attention to Disabled:

PositiveimBlind man worke as gafdenegg/in small safari lodge

..

: !
Negative:

General Infénticide/Senilcide: unknown

Infanticide/senilicide (di§abled only): unknown

Comments: Information indicates that a blind man was able to
obtain employment and had developed skills as a gardener.

Other
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' 'ByMERYLE EVANS i
e > .". %Y ' MAUN, Botswana-

ACH evenmg ‘at 8 a rhythmlc drum roll ¢’
summons guests to dinner at San-ta-wani,
a small safari lodge on the Okovanggo
River in the middle of this south-central®™
rican country. As the drums beat the candles are
hted in the boma, a round, roofless enclosuret
ude of tightly woven reeds, hlgh enough to dis-
arage an inquisitive giratfe from peering over at' ;
2 semicircle of tables arranged around a crack-
.gfu‘e . :
When the dmers have taken their seats under a
mopy of brilliant stars, two waitresses of the’ ,
\tawana tribe from a nearby village serve bowls
steaming mushroom soup and pass thick slices ,&, :
fragrant freshly baked white and whole-wheat
read. At a sideboard across the boma, Bruce~
iller carves a succulent roast leg of lamb and '
d1s, “Come on up and bring your napkins — the '
ites are hot!”’ There is mint sauce and gravy, an ..
:ortment of fresh vegetables — braised yams, ¥
‘ans, baked stuffed summer squash — and tossed Ky
lad thh crisp lettuce and ripe tomatoes. i
Other culinary surprises await guests at this de-' :
:htful outpost in the wilderness, but the biggest i
.rprise of all is the cook: a young American from
:chester. How did Nanette Ebersol, a soft-spoken
sory-psychology major at the Umversny of -
~hester come to San-ta-wani? And how did she' :
.M to cope with such problems as marauding i
mkeys and temperamental gas generators?
»ace Corps training is the answer. 4
‘Ever-.since high school,” the 25-year-old Miss ;
bersol explained, ‘‘I had wanted to join the corps,;
- 1 applied-and was accepted during my senior ‘
ar at college.” Assigned to a school in the mining
wn of Lobatsx. Botswana, she taught mathemat- #
5 and science to 55 students aged 12 to 23. Virtu-
ly no scientific equipment was available, only a'¥
ackboard, s0 she made do with ingenuity and per-':
verence and was awarded a coveted commenda- *
n in December 1983, at the end of the two-year '

ek
: see if the mght prowiers have attacked the garb:

[ogram. . oy -+ cans or chewed up the upholstery in the loun
During a Christxn‘ass vacatgm, when Miss Eber- i/ Y ¥ s . T g‘:&g&:tgxg L;E:‘lttsd for wake-up tea and col
'S pare; two gisters and brother came ) mw'*

isit, I)t:e ;::xsﬁuy spsent a week mmBots!;vana s ?;‘sta ; C l - r rlse S g ‘%‘ Half an hour later a dozen guests and staff me
1spoiled wildlife reserv ?e'rheu- photographic sa- u lnaI y &Su p * bers with huge appetites plow through a break!.
.l was arranged by Gameétrackers International, .’ : :,' of papaya, cold cereal and hot porridge, coun!

3
e, wiichoperatsfout camye i e r,prepared deep 111 ;" S0 peinapey co e or beahed tomat:
o lpmg d i ke s eld Rl 5 g s S M
e e e agg:::':* Africaby a former Y
as'\: “?had nev%rct?agrge 1::?‘ mtg?;‘: i cook- . behind to supervise the staff, plan meals and clx

ig," she ,acknowledges, ““but I came.from a:ti C d S . supplies. Culinary.» staples are brougnt by tn
x?mly f excellent coois ’’ Soon letters were flying - 2 P'eace orps al e -:’  from Maun, a 70-mile trip over rough dirt roads.
-ack and forth hetween Botswana and 'Rochester =,‘\ L E 7}’7 e T e -

. Some fresh chickens arrive, and when the gut
Jith requests for favorite recipes and mphes ‘mm '\ i sreturn at 1 P.M. there is chicken stew with ct
er mother, Rita Ebersol. ; oY

: and peppers, shredded carrot salad and coles!
There was also on-the-spot assistance from Wit«{?&

; ,’tossed with pineapple cubes. There is also a gr
¢s3, a native of the area, who, though blind since : T 2 ..deal of animated table conversation — a Tc
irth, tends a flourishing vegetable garden behind/ Gamqtracker camps with fresh produce 1% drawl mixing with German and New York acc
+e kitchen. Walking barefoot, Witness counts the, /Like other perishables, including eggs and the :}: and clipped New Zealand English — as the gr
umber of steps between the rows of cucumbers,! Stilton, Camembert and cheddar servea for des- 1, discusses the herds of zebra, mating lions,
ggplants, cahbages and beans he has planted. He] _sert at lunch, the vegetables are transported (when . triches and crocodiles seen lazing in the sun.
an point out each variety, and by gently touching’ ‘there is space) in the single-engine Cessna that . After lunch everyone — eveu the staff — h:
.e tops of the plants he knows when to pull up car ‘ flies guests to the camps. Haphazard airborne - nap. But by teatime Miss Ebersol has bak.
uts and onions, His garden, protected by a strong deliveries are a minor inconvenience for Miss  batch of ralsin cookies. They disappear as qui

nce rom,, the ,hippopotamuses that ;lumber,{ Ebersol. The havoc wrought by hungry hyenas is . .. at Suu-ta-wam as they would in the family kit
-San-ta-wani at. nlght supplles all the more of an annoyance. Each dawn she checks to  in Rochester. - .

e -_— B T e ——— e -

¥
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Africa

‘Authors Marshall; Lorna Disability . Bushmen

Reference; The 1Kung of Group Data i
Nzaerﬁiae

HRAF Code: FX10 Card: Category:

Name of Culture Unit: The Kung of !Nyae Nyae, Kalahari Desert, Africa

Location of group, society, culture: Kalahari Desert, Africa, Nyae Ny
area. 2

Time Frame: Contemporary; field trips: 1951,1952,1953,1955,1959,1661
(Marshall:1d)

Type of Society: Means of Subsistence: Hunting and gathering

Number and/or Type of disabled persons: 1) childless old blind woman,
Band ?, N/aoka; Di//khao and an old great-grandmother.,.only gathered
occasionally (aged infirm?)(97) 2) Short Qui who lost his leg when
he was bitten by a puff adder.(142:71); 3)!Kham crippled by bone dis-
ease and Lame£Gao another cripple;(186-187);

Special Attention to Disabled: When person becomes dependent. . . His
firewood woulbe.brought; meat given, someone would gather for him."(97)
P951t}ve:"When a person becomes genuinely dependent because of age
or disability or.is. temporarily sick, he is provided for by close rela-
tives...The foremost responsibility belongs to relatives...spouses, par-
ents, and offspring, parents-in-law and son- or daughter-in-law, and si
lings in that order." (98) Mothers carry sick or:lame children for da{x
even years. (288) Disabled accepted by band. (187) ?1§§? ed given meat.

Negative: Infanticide and possibily senilicide. Ridicule of lame

- land crippled persons. (288) Kung children mimic "peculiarities of pos-
ture and movement." (315) They do not help the crippled person to get

up #fcandawhen-they fall. (288)5* :

*This may be Marshall's own interpretation and biam; even in Western so-
ciety, many disabled prefer to reject assistance unless absolutely
necessary. ) ~

General Infanticide/Senilcide: The Kung pr ice. infanticic
Eig§g %%gvild be two infe'a/ntesn ~ltoc n%erse at theg s?an?é: t%icn?e,"%ggﬁitﬁdgeﬁﬁ?cid
a icide/senilicide (disabled only): The Kung. practice general
infanticide $o itiis Ibkelyrﬁhéttébdor&S&‘infants are not allowed to
live because they could not be expected to be strong enough to keep up
with the band; the Kung nurse their infants until 3-4 years of age to
provide them with strong legs and base their practice of infanticide on
the necessity of providing mother's milk for their babies. (188:2660

Comments: Family and kinship ties are the imost important factor for the
'Kung, especially for the disabled; without families the disabled are
more vulnerable, but they are given meat when unable to hunt; appeared
to be welcome visitors; 8187) and have found ways of making themselves
useful to the band. (187 :

Other




Author: Thomas, Elizabeth M. Disability

Buzhmen
Reference; The Harmless Group Data e
People :
HRAF Code: FX10 Card: Category:

Name of Culture Unit: Bushmen--Gautscha Pan

Location of group, society, culture: Southwest Africa, Gautscha Pan
in N.W. corner, Kalahari Desert.

Time Frame: 1958-1959

Type of Society: Means of Subsistence: Hunterssand gatherers.

Number and/or Type of disabled persons: Lame boy mentioned; man who
had lost an eye; Short Kwi who had lost part of his leg when bitten
by a puff adder. (197,229,231,238,239) Tu's brother, the lame boy.(197

Special Attention to Disabled: Family, near relatives, band (to some

extént care for disablel and provide .for them.
Positive:

" 2
ol 6l i Who cggggg?grgsei?p(zis3ndon cripples or people who are old or

i
Negative: Infanticide. If unable to hunt, not eligible to inherit
headmanship. (197) In Bushman practice a boy does not become a man
until he has shot his first animal and killed it; then he is initiated
by being scarified with a paste made from the animal's mea} (in this
case, a Kudo), and becomes a man. Thus, unless the kill takes place,
he is not looked on am an adult.

Negative attitude; degressed about anyone who becomes disabled. (246)
Disabled shunned/avoided by their "remote" kin. (246)

General Infanticide/Senilcide: General infanticide (163) Senilicids
not mentioned. .

Infanticide/senilicide (disabled only): Infantiecide of deformed
infants expected (163). t :

Comments:

Other




Types:

1)

3

Middle East

'Authorzzthasters,' Disability Kurds

Reference: Group Data dor
HRAF Code: MA.1l Card: 034 Category: 735

Name of Culture Unit: Kurd, Rowanduz

Location of group, society, culture: Rowanduz

Time Frame: c. 1950's

Type of Society: Means of Subsistence: Industrial, heterogeneous
population, administrative town, eoonomi¢. specialties, geg%ﬁg Eocial

Number and/or Type of disabled persons: Numbers not mentionedf;
Demented persons who appear to be harmless and deformed infants.

?penial Attention to Disabled:; Eccentric Ti???rs of community allowed

0 become darwishes, a religious mendicant

Positive; ". . . abberrant members of any community whose eccentrici
ties have been adjudged harmless to others. . .are absorbed into the
darwish movement, because. . . it offers social status of an extraordin
ary sort, and. . .a channelled expression for personal peculiarities
which might otherwise prove dangerous."(321) Most darwishes become sna

charmers or swallow large pebbles for a

e
Deformed infants loved and kept at home.(255)
egative:

Alms and charity to beggars/mendicants/other disabled persons part of
Moslem religion; Muslims are expected to give part of earning, income

to the poor in alms.(303) - Wealthy families sometimes support "slightly
demented" persons and their families. (329)

General Infanticide/Senilcide: Evidently not.

Infanticide/senilicide (disabled only): "Deformed infants, if they
survive, are kept within the ‘house and their parents 'thank God for
them' just as with other normal children," which leads one to believc
that infanticide is not practiced. (255)

Comments:

Other




Middle East

tAuthors:), Hansen : : Uisability : Kurds
- 11
Reference: 00! ~G A HoP Data e
037 : 847(infanticide)

HRAF Code: MA 11 Card: O34 Category: 735

Name of Culture Unit: Kurds

“"aristocratic home in
Location of group society, culture; village of Top awa '(148)
to the West Sf Rowanduz and in "Sulaimani"(148)
Time Frame: 1950's

Type of Society: Means of Subsistence: not known

Number and/or Type of disabled persons: "Two beggars, the younger of
whom being blind, was led by his hand being placed on the shoulder of
the other , both had sugar and flour poured into their begging bags, Tv
invalid women. . . on crutches. Deformed feebleminded girl deposited
at "entrance to the mosque" with a bowl between her deformed hands.

) ial Attention to Disabled: Musli ti . ivi tq begge
§g§§§a"1% was s%id thgt alghou QL%ES%Q gggca §§bi§cginé%§t3%T§% ?oregit
%%ﬁ%?ﬁ??s of-beggars mentioned, they were able TO manage Dbe ei on _th
Y7/ alms Obligation ordained’ by the Coran th¥n They would if
they entered the.institution. . ."(148¢1l49)
Begging for alms, an acceptable social institution, and a method of
social responsibility to the poor and disabled. Keeps the dishbled in

sight, rather than hidden, but are objects of pity.
A i

Negative: Almsgiving not rehabilitative; disabled objects of pity
| rather than seen as individuals with specific needs.

General Infanticide/Senilcide: (Evidently not; see Masters:255)
No birth control permitted; many births; many natural abortions.
Infanticide/senilicide (disabled only): See above

Comments: Hansen describes the giving of alms to the disabled sick and
poor at the "“aristocratic .village home at Top ara and at the entrance
to the mosque in Sulaimani ‘and in the street there.

Other




Author: sweet, Louise Disability Middle East

Reference: Tell Togaan, Seoul Eete Tziil%oqaan
A Syrian Village MD1
HRAF Code: MDL Card: Category:

Name of Culture Unit: Tell Togaan
Location of group, society, culture: See attached map.

Time Frame: c.  1950's

pastoralists and
Type of Society: Means of Subsistence; Sedentarized pastoralists,

Number and/or Type of disabled persons: MNmoumkmxxxism.'

Types: "Several members of one family showed marked dwarfism or spinal
curvature. One boy from another family suffered from a deformed hip,:
so he was only able to hobble with a stick. . .There was one small
child. . .who was unable to sit up and was quite unresponsive."* (This
is out of a population of 319 permanent residents).(23-24)

Special Attention to Disabled:

Positive: The little boy who used a stick for a crutch "crawled mos
of the time or was carried about the village by his older cousins or by
playmates which indicates that ‘he was included in village activities anc
not left to himself,

}

Negative: “The "possessed" woman was "tolerated amicably," but
$he "slept wherever she found shelter. . .begged or scavenged enough
to keep herself allve."(23)

General Infanticide/Senilcide:
Infanticide/senilicide (disabled only):

Comments: *Another boy was hunchbacked." One woman in the v1llage, de-
cribed as maJnuunll, "possessed" was irrational." (23)

Other Rellglous "rltuals" are resorted to in times of illness and
a great deal of faith is placed in the efforts of "curing shayxs"
(218-219)
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Middle East

Author2lCerulli- - - Disabilit -
i %.7: Cerulli y 38“‘&11
Reference: Group Data L

HRAF Code: MOL  Card: 074 Category: 734» 429 , 681
Name of Culture Unit: Migiurtini, a Somali group or tribe

Location of group, society, culture:

Time Frame:  (1916) 1959

Type of Society: Means of Subsistence: Pastoralists, camel camps,

nomadic hamlet or important elder residents liye in towns and movebet

Number and/or Type of disabled persons: Numb¢®s not mentioned.

Types: abnormal births and demented persons.

27:Cerulli —-blind, cut off nose, one hand or foot (94 cont)
reparation for the fingers

Special Attention to Disabled:

Positive: "If a Migiurtino, because of mental infirmity, is unable tc
administer his preperty, . . .paternal relatives assume responsibility.
to assume the administration of incapacitated man's property." No men-
tion was made of incapacitated females.

“. . . only haye the obligation to feed the incapacitated man."
If ﬁo relatives, the 'gems' addume responsibility.
egative:

.|Since care is limited to administration of property and only providing

food for the mentally disabled, their other needs are not addressed.
The family and;gociety see their function as purely ¥Us¥sdIEX as far
the individualyconcerned and to care for economic resources; not re-
habilitative. ; .
*1ife sustaining; it is not even custodial.

ar £¥ciﬂl(°ther than disabled)Yes
Saelci yleides MosckmopmciThe child of i wome'
ang' ePoewrz-ai: sie rannagl%dﬁ{ile.gélg% eir'c, o 2] NO geﬁiiicige.a ota.
Infanticide/senilicide (disabled only): "In fact:abnormal births

were killed at once; thrown intb the sea by coastal populations, buried
alive by inland peoples.™ - :

abnormal children killed at birth.(27)

Comments: If an individual is disabled by another then compensations are
paid, "If, because of the blow, he has blinded an eye, 50 she-camels;
"Tf because of a wound, he has cut off a hand or a foot, 50 she-camels.

(27: Cerulli /94 cont/ : : -

Means of social insurance -reparation for flisability

Other




18:Lewis

Middle East

'Aﬁghor:‘LeWis : Disability Somali
ﬁ%féggﬁggz : Group Data o

18:Lewis 034,07 ~—mmmmmeme 62)24-92)689)825)5611-, 735
HRAF Code: MOL  Card: Category:829-854

Name of Culture Unit: Somali (formerly Berbers)
Location of group, society, culture: See map

Time Frame: (no date) 1955

Pastoralists
Type of Society: Means of Subsistence: Cattle grazing, animal husbanc
ry, agriculture depending on region (see map and description)*

Number and/or Type of disabled persons: Not given

Types: 1) abnormal births--see infanticide; 2) respect for aged/woul
include aged infirm; 3) mentions "mundanely helpless;”" L) prevalence of

othalmi§ which can lead to blindness) in native population.™ (112, 113
181).197).

Special Attention to Disabled; "Only rarely is a wounded person or
crippled person seen mounted on a camel."(62)

Positive: 1) aged infirm probably cared for since the aged are honor
in Somalia society.{197) b
2) "Poverty and weakness in general are blessed in the sense that God
is believed to accord special protection and help to the mundanely help-
less,"(112)

3) almsgivingiinstitutionalized--informal method of caring for dependg;
Negative: practice infanticide in event of abnormal birth. :

General Infanticide/Senilcide:

Infanticide/senilicide (disabled only): Yes. (Lewis, Cerulli)
Infanticide considered rare by:f Drake, Paulitschke)

*Influential elders/sheikhs spend much of their pime.in the towns, hold
town ppoperty but"holds ties with pastoral agnatic kinsmen."(93)

Comments: There is a conflict or contradiction here: Lewis speaks of
how "poverty and weakness" are blessed, but on the other hand abnormal
infants are thrown into the sea or buried alive. Cerruli studied the
Sab groups (outcastes) who may have differed from other Somalies in the
practice of ‘infanticide; however Lewis cited it too.

Other "To refuse alms and kindness to the unprotectdd and helpless is un

wise for two reasons. Those who are poor and defenceless are considere
to enjoy the special protections of God. . .Acts of kindness to them ar
rewarded; acts of aggression punished. . .2) The power of casting a

spell upon someone who refuses alms is generally described as gabrro an
and the- poor are said to possess the evil-eye (‘'awri) which is associa-

ted witb govetousness." Thus to the impoverished, and in a sense the
underpriviliged, mystical power is attributed,n(263)

b i o ristbios W ptied 3dat gk 0T




‘ MO4.Bomali
‘Author: Drake Disability Middle East

Reference: Group Data

HRAF Code: MOL Card: Category: 847 (infanticide)

Name of Culture Unit: Somali

i ro societ jture: ."inhabit area of approx. 1,000 t
588%@'.0 nmiofef, inu%he Ao bk ﬁ‘f‘ﬁgca ﬁ° lgt%tudg to Zg_latitude.,East
dunddry, Indian Oc#an; west and sodthwest boundary/Ethiopia,ienya.
ngfz?rame:‘“‘“"““‘“”"' WL AR KT T DS (1902-1910) (see map)
Type of Society: Means of Subsistence: Cattle-grazing, animal hus-
28dnyy L U1R 2R CEARNTR 118, AT AET OGLOn P o8B B R, BT ER jories
Number and/or Type of disabled persons: ,cjther mentioned.
see infanticide :

Special Attention to Disabled: "old age is honored"(147) which ledds
to assumption that aged infiim are cared for.
Positive:

i
!

Negative: Occasional practice of infanticide.-

General Infanticide/Senilcide; Author claims infanticide rate, only
knew of one case in years he lived among Somali.' (147)

Infanticide/senilicide (disabled only): Infanticide,ppobably.

(see Paulitschke (1880) HRAF Mol4 Somali; category:8h7$ and Lewis,
Cerulli. Cerulli dealt with Sab tribes,"who are markellly different

« . « from the rest of the population." (Orientation--MOL--10(categor;

Comments:

Other




PP.6-7.

3 : é : MS1
iAuthor; Stenning, Derrick J.Disability ﬂidéle East

RReference: Group DLata West Bormu-
Savannah Nomads Noing;ﬁcge
HRAF Code: MS11l Card: Category: Nigeria ’

Name of Culture Unit: Wodaabe, Fulani

Location of %?Qup, society, culture: Western Bornu: Province, Norther
Region, Nigeéria

Time Frame: ¢, 1950's

13

Type of Society: Means of Subsistence: Pastoral, Stenning refers to
them ‘as Savannah Nomads and semi-sedentary;combine farming/stogﬁ;aié

Number and/or Type of disabled persons: No number mentioned; Typas:
deformed infants, people who are crippled, congenitally infirm, con-
genitally insane.

Impotent males.are referred to as "“a bent, withered, or maimed one."
(2 man's homestead may not be formed until he has begotten a child."

(163)

Special Attention to Disabled: The chronically sick, permanently de-
formed do not fit well into the pastoral life, seasonal movements.

FROSEEPS ) Sick, deformeqygggoggnt to sedentary relatives or friends
"unless they can'%et‘aruund on crutches and move long distances seated
on a donkey." (168) Sick children, or deformed ones. . . are given no
preferential treatment and may die of what amounts to peglect." (168)
However, Wodaabe Fulani had a system to help the poor}in ortunate that
had been developed prior to Islam/Zakat(62)

Negative: Sick or deformed children. . . are given no preferential
treatment and may die of what amounts to neglect." (168)
"If the congenitally infirm or deformed survive the rigours of a child-
hood in Pastoral Fulani camps, they are not betrothed since their con-
dition carries with it a sort of moral stigma. This is particulary tr
of those who are in some degree congenitally insane."(126) Social con-
ventions are not applicable to them, they are not betrothed or married
or allotted cattle.'(126) .

General Infanticide/Senilcide:; not mentioned %

Infanticide/senilicide (disabled only): If not in theory, then in

practice. # - -

i
*

adults
Comments: By not giving sick or deformed infants/special treatment the
Wodaabe "recognize the operation of this natural selection when they

?t2t§ that if a child reaches the age of five, it will attain maturity.
168

Other "The harshness of the conditions under which Pastoral Fulani live

1)} is accompanied by an attitude which allows little sympathy for the

congenitally deformed or for the sick, be they adult or immature." (160

Stenning mentions "“Zakat,' the charitable fund of Islam for the poor
and destitute, but he does not mention it in relation to the disabled,
or are they not included? ( 61-62)
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1)

% %

.Author: Tremearne, A. J. N. Disability Mﬁg%%e East

Reference; Hausa Superstitiondiroup Data Hasa

and Customs, An introduction to the Folk-Lore and the Folk
HRAF Code: MS12 Card: Category:

Name of Culture Unit: Hausa

Location of group, society, culture:'"dausa States forming the greatér
Jpart of what 1s,Boy NPreher Vigesis,,Lrengh gossessions to West, and
* 1st ed. 1913; xexkxedxed#irkit Field work: 1908-1909 (5)

Type of Society: Means of Subsistence: "Primarily agricultural, with
shifting cultivation, { llowing, crop rotation, use of animal manure an
-ni som@ irrizastion. g ;? gﬂu ﬂocx? ‘ Pt
Number and/or”Type o abled persons: numbers not cited.

Types: Blind, idiots, deformed children, leper, deafness, mutilated

persons w/one hand and foot, albinos, half-beings, deaf-mute, paralysis
dwarf, insanity, cripple, : ,

Special Attention to Disabl§¢: disabled persons in Hausalar

. There must be a care system for in /idile "Although 'The
leggog%tggg%her (man) are no good for 'travelling' in many cases, 'He who
is carried does not realize that the town is far off.'" (62) :

Bori dancing originally treatment for the insane ?the idea belpg that
those who were really mad would be thereby less likely to cimmtttacts og

iolence. . . Junatics are never shut up amongs an people but regarc
§§°ﬁ22§1e speciilly set aaprt by the gods. . ."?1525*

egative: Punishment for theft, cutting off of a hand (left hand 1lst.
or foot. (457)

‘|Author cites games and riddles: "The Hausa is an inveterate gambler. .

- R it i i heat
loaded cowries are not unknown, for it is not only a blind man who c
(5%) "The blind man cannot,see,our bitter grapes, although 'Since he lac
eyes he says that eyes smell." (60)

General Infanticide/Senilcide:

Infanticide/senilicide (disabled only): "albinos once killed and
eaten by an army before setting off for war". . ."falrly widespread prac

tice of throwing idiots and deformed children into the river (Zaria prov
ince)."(93) (see 5torief FRxzmut 73).

Comments: "Blindness is very common® in Hausaland so is lameness, the fe

often being eaten away by leproszy, or through the destruction of the toe:
by the 'jiggers.'"(512) .

& 2 . =B
Other The author describes the "Bori" dance which is "absolutely forbidd:
now."(530) In the "Bori" there are disabled characters: "(12) Bebe--

Deaf Mute...(34) Inna--Stuttering. . .(40) Kuruma--Deafness, (41) Ruturu
Leper" e e g 3 Sraeer
Hsisa have a2 well-developed sign language (55-57) which is used to commu
jcate with deaf-mutes. (49) :

*Bori--"is self-induced hysteria. During possession by the spirit$, the

patients imitate certain persons or an ls

Sprrit is usualb.expelled by sneez1ng.*T%rong{s%%%:ggsat themselves. The

|




JAuthordsiMurdock Uisability Fl Africa

GI‘OU,p Data M1l Middle East

Reference: MS12 Hausa

HRAF Code:MS12 (Card: Category:

Name of Culture Unit: Hausa (see attached identification)

Location of grou society, culture; "inhabitants of former states of
37s" of G 'Eaura,gGobgz’*, Kano,ylfatsena, ?{ebbl, Rano, Zamfara, and Zaria
Time Frame: (No date) 1958

Type of Society: Means of Subsistence: agricultural, with shifting
cultivation, fallowing, crop rotation, use of animal manure, irrigation

Number and/or Type of disabled persons:

Special Attention to Disablg¢:
Positive;

: I
Negative:

General Infanticide/Senilcide:

Infanticide/senilicide (disabled only):

Comments:

Other




Author: 2: Greenberg Disability giggieEast

Reference: Group Data MS12

HRAF Code: MS12 (Card: ‘ Category: 753
Name of Culture Unit: Hausa

Location of group, society, culture; See description/location attack

Time Frame: (1938-39) 1946
Type of Society: Means of Subsistence: int%ﬁ%%&%e therin shift
118 8}"1}1&%}'{&&{13 keep chickens, cattf& IZ“'dair'y prodticts )r 15it1e hun

Number and/or Type of disabled persons: No number given.'
Type: lameness, loss of soul .

Special Attention to Disabled:
Positive: ..

[ : |
Negative:

General Infanticide/Senilcide;

Infanticide/senilicide (disabled only):

Comments: Spirits may be "malevolent or good" and can cause sickness
there is a belief in witchcraft.

One spirit, "Gurgu, who is/was a lame hunter and lives in the forest,
causes lameness. (p. 34 <

Other




Reference: Group Data MS12
Hausa

HRAF Code: 1512 GCard: 073 Category: 847
Name of Culture Unit: Hausa, Abuja

Location of group, society, culture:
Time Frame: (ca. 1940) 1952

no..disagbled

Special Attention to Disabled:
Positive:

Negative:

infanticide by poison for illigetimate infants.

Infanticide/senilicide (disabled only):

»

Comments:

Other

JAuthior: 10; Hassan & Shuaibu Oisability “Middle East

Type of_Society: Means of Subsistence: agriculture, gathering

Number and/or Type of disabled persons: numbers not given

General Infianticide/Senilcide; rnduced,a?ortion(g§7o%ng9)




——d

! % i ; .Middle East
Author: 3: Smith pisability e oosie
Reference: Group Data MS12

007, 073

HRAF Code: MS12 Card/0l9 Category: 133-159, 847, 888,753
Name of Culture Unit: Hausa

Location of group, society, culture: see attached identification and
location
Time Frame: (No'date) 1958

Type of Society: Means of Subsistence: agricultural, gathering (15-1

Number and/or Type of disabled persons: no number mentioned.
Types: madness, aged infirm (53, 155)

Special Attention to Disablg¢:

Positive: "Hausa fathers own property until death"which ensures that
they are cared for; women not mentioned. (53)

People who go mad 4re cared for; sometimes they are "bound" when they
are violent or aggressive, but they are given "medicine" and returned
| to society if‘their condition improves.

Negative:

General Infanticide/Senilcide: Infanticide not mentioned.

Infanticide/senilicide (disabled only):

Comments: It is believed that men go mad if they fail "to give alms to
the spirits, a bull and chickens. . «"(155)

Other




3

‘Author; Ames, David W. Disability MIddle East

Reference; in: d'Azevedo, Group Data 3 zg;:3nitie
Warren L. The Traditional Artist in African Societies g
HRAF Code: Card: Category: ;

Name of Culture Unit; HAMXAXEEXMMRIXXEX Zaria or Zazzau Filanin gida

y [ [
Location of group, society, culture: §etz}eq in Hause communities
- ' in Zaria

Time Frame: Field work - 1963 and 1964

Type of Society: Means of Subsistence: agriculture--basic economy(12
\ria City/larger towns - little farming;specialists in eco. pursuits.

Number and/or Type of disabled persons: reference to "blind beggars"
who "are also heard chanting in homes and markets. e +"(133) The autho

lists them as "non-professional musicians."(133)

Special Attention to Disabled: Begging institutionalized.

Positive: ﬁégging a method of social care of dependent persons.,

: I
Negative:

General Infanticide/Senilcide:

Infanticide/senilicide (disgbled only): -

Comments:

Other




1)
, Cohen-

2)
3:Cohen-
3%

'Autnorﬁﬁ’lﬁﬁgg Ronald Disability Middle East
Reference: The Kanuri of Group Data *§§§321
Bornm>

HRAT Code: MSLL Card: (303 ,Gategory: Guide, 222, 304, 686,682
H
Name of Culture Unit: Kanuri of Bornu, small farmers, villagers

Location of group, society, culture: Bornu, Africa

Time Frame: c. 1960's (field work: 1956~1957, 1364-1965)
1:(Rosman
Type of Society: Means of Subsigtence: household producers, small
ggggegﬁiég,v%%%%gescg%gh outlying farmers - "agriculturalists
or

Number an Type of disabled persons: no number mentioned

Types: aged infirm

1l:Cohen- mutilated persons (thieves have hand
2:Rosman~ captured slaves— castrated s cut off)

Special Attention to Disabled:

Positive: "Ideally in Kanuri culture a man should reach the golden
years of his life in his old age. ... when he is very old and becoming
increasingly infirm, he lets many of (his) duties pass to mature mem-
bers of the group." But, the implication is that he is still cared fox

If a man_is sically injured by another group, his fgther's ily i
resgonsible %g¥ pa?ing "biood mogey" to in%ureg’person7family.{%@2}Y

Negative: punishment: thieves have hands cut off
: ‘captured slaves, castrated (681)

General Infanticide/Senilcide: Th i inf i i
84,7 (Infanticides g HéAF ere is no information in category

Infanticide/senilicide (disabled only): senilicide not cited.

Comments: *3) 1: Cohen "Thus old women, like men, have a special place
in society. It is not generally a position of great authority, althoug
there are exceptions. Certainly deference and respect for the aged is
a universal aspect of good Kanuri manners."(72) category 888

Other xxSee Kanuri in Geidam—-rﬁrél and urban Kanhuri




AT eva 23 ROShEN visabilivy Middle East

Reference: Group Data ; MS1h
Kanuri

HRAF Code: wMs1s Card: 036 Category: 732, 563, 783,621,622,
Name of Culture Unit: Kanuri

-

Location pf group, society, culture: Town of Geidam, adm. center of
Geidam District, Bornu

Time Frame: (1956-1957) 1966

Type of Society: Means of Subsistence: Town- several economic spec-
ialties: tradesmen; ropemzkers(blind), tanners/dyers/craftsmen,beggar

Number and/or Type of disabled persons: numbers not mentioned.
Type: blind : : '

Special Attention to Disabled:

Positive: "The blind specialize in making rope, and live as an or-
ganized sub-community in their quarter. They have their own head, callc
the Kaigama, because he is to the Shehu of the blind, who lives in
Maiduguri, as thereal Kaigama is to the Shehu of Bornu."(129)

4 . |
Negative:

General Infanticide/Senilcide: not mentioned

Infanticide/senilicide (disabled only): not mentioned

»
-8

Comments:

Other




Jdladie bao

: ; e Africa

‘Author: Minor, Horace Visability Mali

Reference: The Primitive Group Data ' ﬁggguctoo
City of Timbuctoo

HRAF Code: Card: Category:
Name of Culture Unit: City of Timbuctoo, Mali

Location of group, society, culture: Mali, Africa
Time Frame:

Type of Society: Means of Subsistence: Urban

Number and/or Type of disabled persons: No numbers given.
Type: blind mendicants '

Special Attention to Disabled:

Positive: 'Almsgivers share their wealth with the poor at "The end
of Haome and the beginning of Ferme, ...occasion for feasting,dan-
cing, and gaiety. . ." so0 the poor can celebrate too. Blind beg-
gars position themselves within a tomb and the donors give alms
through a small opening; the beggars hand out sand which the donor
sprinkles on his body. 6133) :

Negative: "Blindness falls in a special category of belief concern-
ing the baraka of the blind and concepts concerning the evil eye.
The affliction may simply be considered the will of Allah."(220)

y t

General Infanticide/Senilcide:
Infanticide/senilicide (disabled only): .

Comments: Explanations for blindness: Evil eye; will of Allah, or that
if a pregnant woman'sees certain objects or they are left in her pre-
sence for several days, 'so they may pass out of her heart.' Deforma-
tions are attributed to the aleone, to the breaking of Kabi restric-
tions, or to natural causes such as a mother's fall." (220)

Qther




jAuthor: kennedy, John G/ Visability

Reference: Struggle for ChangeGroup Data
in a Nubian Community

HRAF Code: Card: Category:
Name of Culture Unit:

Location of group, society, culture:
Time Frame: c., 1970's |
Type of'Society: Means of Subsistence:

Number and/or Type of disabled persons:
Types: blind men :

Special Attention to Disabled;

or aged

- I
Negative:

General Infanticide/Senilcide;

Comments:

Other

Middle East
Egypt
District of Nubia

. \
no number mentioned

Positive: _Blind, local, holy men were hired by Egyptian government
to teach in Koranic schools for children. (26)

Infanticide/senilicide (disabled only):

—




LI e el |

North America

.Author: 1: Jgnness Disability ND8
29: Jenness; C 040 s
Referenggz category: i@ﬂ Group Data Copper Eskimo

001-Guide, 079,072

~

HRAF Code: ND8 Card:/ - Category: 171, 752, 166, 845, 847,753
Name of Culture Unit: Copper Eskimo ; relatively unaccultureted until
about 1910

Location of group, society, culture: Coronation Gulf area of the

Canadian Northwest
Time Frame: (1913-1916) 1922

Type of Society: Means of Subsistence: 'Caribou, seal, and fish were
their mainstays"

Number and/or Type of disabled persons: No specific numbers mentione

Types: limbs were amputated if frozen.:
defective child

Special Attention to Disabled:

Positive: Tried to cure, help them according totheir limited
medical knowledge.

* : i

Negative: "One woman exposed a child about three years old; it was be
|witched; she said, and only a burden to her. The child was probably de-
fective, for, though it had grown.in size, it had not developed properly

and could neither stand alone or walk." A

General Infanticide/Senilcide; Yes. "If twins are born one at least
must be killed or given away; boys are given preference to live.

Infanticide/senilicide (disabled only): ;

Comments: The climate and conditions are so harsh that "an Eskimo woman
could not possibly rear both children at the same time." Some times
someone in the tribe adopts the unwanted infant or child.

Explnnation of disability: ". . .death, accidents, and sickness the
Eskimo knows only one cause, the malignant activities of evil spirits
Other or of the shades of the dead." .

According to author The People of the Twilight, the Eskimos were killed
off by exposure to white men's diseases such as smallpox; some of those
persons WEXE probably did not die from the disease but were left dis-

abled.




43 : North America
‘AuthoryStefansson - Disability ND8

Reference: Group Data Copper Eskimo

HRAF Code:ND8 Card: 072 Category: 731,736,
Name of Culture Unit: Copper Eskimo

Location of group, society, culture: Coronation Gulf area of the
Canadian Northwest

Time Frame: (1908-1912) 1914
Type of.Society: Means of Subsistence: "Caribou, seal,and fish

Number and/or Type of disabled persons: Numbers not mentioned but
examples given: 2 blind men; Avranna, Clouston Bay :
blind man, Prince Albert village

Special Attention to Disabled:

Positive: "Care of Infirm. One mah of about forty-five, Avranna, is
totally blind [297].and has been 'for a long time.' He seems tenderly
carel for and goes walking about outside with his cane, guided by the
shouts of grown people or children warning him of obstacles and telling
him where to go.''(category: 736) :

i

Negative: Exposing of children and abandonment of aged, "it may be
considered a direct result of the scarcity of food, for it is found
‘| rarely or not all in such prosperous, well-fed communites as those of
Cape Smythe (Point Barrow) and the McKenzie Delta, while amopg all in-
landers it is so common as to scarcely induce comment."(category:731)

General Infanticide/Senilcide; Yes, probably depends on location anc
scarcity of food and harshness of environment.
Infanticide/senilicide (disabled only): 2

Comments:

Other




/1 :
‘Authors Becker, Howard Disability North America

Y %

o Reference: Societies Around Group Data Eagt Greenland
the World Amasselik Eskimos

HRAF Code: Card: Category:

Name of Culture Unit: Ammasselik Eskimos

Location of group, society, culture: Greenland--E. Greenland coast ex-
tending fromg65tg’to g%thyaegree o#slqtitude- around Sermilik, Ammasse

ouna oert
Time Frame: c. 3866% 1930's | lik and éermlllgax fiords.

Type of Society: Means of Subsistencgé Nomadic; fashing, hunting,
(look to the sea for food,clthes,shelter)gathering in season

Number and/or Type of disabled persons: numbers not mentioned
disabled infants, adults, or aged infirm

or practiced
Special Attention to Disabled: The society ractices/infanticide,
invalidicide, senilicide "and suicide (1058
Positive:

. .

|

Negative: Because of environmental conditions, the Eskimos practice
jor practiced invalidicide, senilicide, and suicide. (X05)

antici / ilcide: es female inf ici not
General Infantlcldexgﬁ:ﬁﬁgkﬂgy Aﬁasé.?%%) a nfanticide marex
Infanticide/senilicide (disabled only): Yes. This is based on
"principle that only those may $urvive who are able (or potentially
able) to contribute actively to the subsistence economy of the com-
munity." (105) Mothers nurse children "two to four years" which makes
it impossible for a woman to have to infants at one time; the "mobility’

of the’ tribe and "unceasing effort of women's work" nre:additional

reasons for the practices.
Commentss o e

The practice of senilicide is based on the same reasonsj sometimes the
aged request death, if pot "others may decide that the day of an aged
one is done. . ."(106Y Same applies to Ammasselik(70)
*(Caribou Eskimo--live on barren grounds of Hudson Bay).

Other These practices occurred in the past; most modern day Eskimos
were told about infanticide, invalidicide, or senilicide by their
parents, but they have never witnessed or hear about it now.

*live in long houses in different places each winter in family/group uni
in summer break up into indiv. family units; live in tents and move from

Mobility i . Tmpossible to accumulate large amti
place to place. Mobility Lme 1o WRehvIERSRGI&IY.




1)

2)x

2)*

.Author ¥Skinner : Uisability North America

NG6
Reference: Group Data Northern Ojibwa

037, 164
HRAF Code: NG6 Card: 115 Category: 8838

Name of Culture Unit: Northern Ojibwa

Locatiqp of group, society, culture: Centered about upper Great Lakes
(Superior and Huron) in Canada and United States

Time Frame: (1909) %912 .

Type of Society: Means of Subsistence: Fishing (trolling), hunting,
gathering, later cultivation of wild druits, berries, vegetables
Number and/or Type of disabled persons: Numbers not cited.

Types: aged and infirm : Sane

insane

idiots

Special Attention to Disabled:

Positive: "aged and @nfirm were well taken care of, but this was not

always the case according to me of the older observers." '

b g L |

Negative: In earlier days "the aged men were sometimes killed by thei
sons and when an old man was reluctant to die, his children would some-
times offer him the alternative of being put ashore on some island with
a canoe and paddles, bow and arrows, and a bowl from which to, drink, to
run the risk of starving. . .old people usually preferred to be killed
according to custom" A "dog feast" was given, song sung (see quote)
songs and dances followed;‘'son killed father with a tomahawk." The body
was prepared and buried according to ritual.(152) (Long quoted) °

General Infanticide/Senilcide: Senilicide practiced in early times

Infanticide/senilicide (disabled only): Senilicide practiced
in early times : : Xt

Comments: Senilicide evidently not practiced around 1909.

"Owing to the hard life led by these people, cripples and deformed
persons are frequent." (161)

Other -"jdiots are throught to be possessed of devils and are accordingly
killed by shooting or strangling and their bodies burned. Formerly,
they were burned alive and it is strongly suspected that this is still
occasionally done. . .(1l6l)" Insane burned alived also. (167)




Author; Orant, Peter Oisability North America

NG6
Reference: HRAF Guide Group Data Ojibwa

HRAF Code: NG6 Card: 115 Category: 8838
Name of Culture Unit: Ojibwa

f : d. about upper Great Lakes
Logation of Eroups B9otetys, SHItArs{;,feakesed,gbout uep

Time Frame: (1791-1804) 1890

(trolling)

Type of Society: Means of Subsistence: /fishing, hunting, gathering,
later, cultivated or wild fruits, berries,vegetables

Number and/or Type of disabled persons: npumbers not mentioned.
Types: aged and infirm :

Special Attention to Disabled: If, "from extreme age or other infirmit
the become incapacitated to follow their encampments, they are considere
Positive: (useless) "dead to society" and are left behind to die.(36

7 | :
Negative: Practice senilicide

General Infanticide/Senilcide: TYes,

Infanticide/senilicide (disabled only): Yes

Comments: "They respect their old men while they are of some use in
society, but if, from extreme age or other infirmity, they become in-
capacited. . .they are considered dead to society and their nearest re-
latinns no longer think themselves bound to maintain them. "(365)

Other




‘Author: 1: Jenness Visability ﬁggth America

Reference: Group Data ‘ Eastern Ojibwa
: : Perry Island

HRAF Code: NG6 Card: 06l Category: 083, 732
Name of Culture Unit: Eastern Ojibwa

Location of group, society, culture:; Perry Island,
Time Frame: (1929) 1935

Type of Saciety: Means of Subsistence: Fishing (trolling), hunting,
gathering, later domestication/cultivation of vegetables, fruits, berri

Number and/or Type of disabled persons: numbers not cited.

Types: cripples or persons who suffer from other infirmities (84)

s

Special Attention to Disabled:

Positive: - Disabled given role of .sorcerer; this had po sitive ef-
fect in that it provided them a place in their society.

- .

~l

Negative: "Many sorcerers are cripples or suffer from some Sther in-
firmity because their medicine power has turned against them."< The
author explains that "medicine" is given powers of its own; if a man is
particularly successful, it is because he possesses a medicirte that he
is not sharing with others. '"Witchcraft is, therefore, a very danger-
ous profession." ". . . medicine power of a sorcerer or may be ms
ployed for either good or evil, but if he refrains altogether from its
use, it will turn and kill either himself or his children."=(84)
General Infanticide/Senilcide:

Infanticide/senilicide (disabled only):

Comments: In earlier times sorcerers were put to death by the Indians
when they believed that sorcers were notf using their "medicine power"
for the benefit of the txibe, group. "<This explains why cripples and

other unfortunates were particulary exposed to charges of sorcery, and
suffered accordingly." (84) ;

Other




1)

2}

'Autnor:i‘bﬁndgs Uisability North America
o5 anaces

: NG6
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