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INSTilUCTORS. 

*PROF. SAMUEL S. GREENE , 

PRINCIPAL .AND IN TRUCTOR IN THE EXGLISH LANGL\.CE. 

PROF. \VILLIAM RUSSELL, 

Instructot in Eloc?.ttion and Rhetoric. 

nfR. DANA P. COLBURN, 

Iu t1·uctor in J,I athematics and Geog1·aplzy. 

l\1R. ARTHUR SUJ\1NER, 

In tntclor in Reading. 

EXAMINING COl\fl\fiTTEE. 

HIS E .. / '"CELLENC T GOV. ALLE J . 

lioN. E. R. PoTTER, CommiJ) ioner of Public Schools. 

HoN. A. C. BAn TOW, J,fayor of Providence. 

The Cmnmittee on Qualification' of the Providence "clwols. 

REv. A. H. D ~~ro ... T, N wport. 

REv. JoHN B YDE ... JR., Woon ocket, 
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Any communication• respecting the chool hould be addre cd to Samuel I 
S. Greene, Providence, R. I. \ 
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N Al\IES OF STUDENTS. 

NAMES OF 1\IALRS. 

Mr. Thomas J. Flagg, ............ Douglass, ]fass. 
" George ,V. Hamblin, ......... 42 Stamper st., Prov. R.I. 
" Samuel Olney, ............... Fruit Hill, R. I. 
" Draper C. Smith, ............ No. 13G Carpenter st. 
" George S. Thompson, ......... Lancaste1·, JYfass. 
" Alonzo E. Titcomb, ........... J.lo. 11 Clave rick st. 
" Samuel J. vVitherbee, ......... vVilmington, Del. 
" Reuben N. vVare, ............ TVest Newton, ]fass. 

~ NAMES OF FEMALES. 

I 
:Miss Mary W. Armington, ......... No. 55 T1Villiam st. 

( 

" H.ebecca B. Armington, ....... " 84 lVickenden st. 
" Frances L. Adams, ........... W est Brookfield, lJfas . 

j " Nlary E. Anthony, ........... No. 56 George st. 
~ " Emma A. Buffington, ......... Cor. Smith&· Jefferson st. 
~ " Mary A. Briggs,. . . . . . . . . . . . . " 42 Broadway. 
~ " Martha ,V. Bowers,. . . . . . . . . . " 39 Benevolent st. 
l 
~ " Clara A. Balch,. . . . . . . . . . . . . . " 43 C1·anston st. 
I 

}

1 

" Betsey J. Brown, ............ Bw·rillville, R. I. 
" Anna M. Barrows, ........... l{o. 13 Ship st. 

~ " :Harriet L. Bucklin,. . . . . . . . . . " 10 Anwld st. 
l '' Lucretia II. Bt1cklin,. . . . . . . . . " 10 ~4TJ1old st. 
~ " Caroline E. Bailey, ........... Pawtucket, R. I. 
~ " Cynthia B. Clifford.,. . . . . . . . . . outhbom, JJfass. 
I " Mary A. Cummings, ...... .... Burrillvi!le, R. 1. 
~ " Sarah S. Cleveland, .......... No. 22 F ederal st. 
~ ~ " Frances l\:1. Cragin,. . . . . . . . . . " 20 Broadway. 

" Anna C. Clarke, ............. " 4G TVaterman t. 
" Matilda Cole, ................ Cmn ton, R. I. l 
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Miss Abbie F. Crocker, ........... TVest Dedham, 1liass. 
" Lucia Cady, ............... . 1-lo. 45 State st. 
" Sarah Dean, ................ Ring st. 
" Ellen Drown, .............. . l.ro. 60 Atwell's Avenue. 
" Mary A. T. Eldridge, ......... " 42 Congdon st. 
" Sarah 0. Eddy, . . . . . . . . . . . . . " 55 Hospital st. 
" Laura E. Field, ........ ...... South Scituate, R. I. 
" Mary E. Fuller, ............. J.lo. 3 76 B enefit st. 
" Hannah Green, .............. liVanoick Neck, R.I. 
" Martha J. Guild, ............. TV est D edham, -'-~fa' . 
" Sarah R. Grant, .............. _Yo. 69 Chesnut st. 
" Lavina R. Godding, ......... . Burke, Y ermont. 
" Jennie I-Ior well, ............ Pawtucket, R. I. 
" Emily Huntington, ........... Brooklyn, Conn . 
" ~1ary 1V. Hu ey, ............ No. 8 Cady st. I 
" Elizabeth l\f. Hall, . .......... -North Scituate, R. I. 
" :1\lira J. Holt, .............. ~ . Fitchburg, ~lass. 
·' Ruth A. :Haskell, ............. Cumberland, R. I. 
" Ellen ~I. Ha kell, ............ Cumberland, R. I. 
" Hannah R. Ha kins, .......... Taunton ... ~Ia '. 
" Abby L. Haven, ............ . _Vorthampton, A-lass. 
" Elizabeth W. Irons, .......... ~..."'rnitlzfield, R. I. 
" :Mary A. 1\1. Jencks, .. . ... ... . Pawtucket, R.I. 
" Amelia John on, ............ . Tolland Conn. I 
" 1\1. Elizabeth Kent, ........... Cumberland R.I. ( 

~ ~ " Harriet Kill burn, ...... ... ... Lon 'dale R. I. < 

" !Ienri tta, Kaighn, ...... ..... Clayville , R. 1. ! 
" Cornelia W. Latham ......... _\ orth Providence, R. 1. ~ 
" Celia J. Lewi ~ , ............. . 1\ o. 54: Point st. } 

Eliza B. Lewi , .............. . eekonk, "Afass. ~ 

" J\fary E. Luth 'r ............. Burrillville, R. I. ~<~ 
' .:Mary E. Lorre , ............. ]{o. 109 Fountain ·t. 

) ~ 
~ JUary J. 1\Iile ... ............... TVe,'tmin 'le1·, Jia ,'s. ~ 
< Amanda 1\Iil .............. TVe tm in 'ler .!.1Ia s. ~ 
) ( 

~ " ath rin • R. ~Iedb ry, ....... Procidence , R. I. ~ 
; ' Abby D. Manton . . . . . . . . . . . . • 5 11Iathenson ·t. ~l 
~ '' Anna E. Pott r, . . . . . . . . . . . . . " 119 Friendship , t. 
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Miss Sophie T. Read, ...... _ ._ .. . _._._.No. 22 Brown st. 
" Julia ~. Rogers, . . . . . . . . . . . . . " 10 lrfulbeJ'ry st. 
" Sarah II. Rice, ....... _ ... _ .... Coventry, R. I. 
" Ellen Shaw, ........... _ ... _ .... No. 27 Arnold st. 
" Martha A. Smith, .. -.. _. . . . . . . . " 11 Benevolent st. 
" Nancy R. Sayles, .•.. _._ . . _ .. _ . ... Pascoag, R. L 
" Lucinda G. Stowe, ........... Atwell's Avenue. 
" Hannah Starkey, ... . _._ ....... L owell, jJfass, 
" J\iary 1\!I. Shelly, ............ . No. 6 jJfarshall st. 
" Rebecca 0. Sheldon, .. _ ....... " 284 Broad st. 
" Eliza Y. Sessions,. . . . . . . . . . . . " 81 Potmtain st. 
" Sarah H. Thompson, . . . . . .. . . . " 48 Pond st. 
" Sarah A. Thompson, .... _ ..... " 39 Benevolent st. 
" Hetty. T. Thurber, .... _._ .. ..... " 70 B enefit st. 
" Mary E. Wilber, ............. Little Compton, R. I. 
" Mary R. 'Vickes, ............ No. 219 Friendship st. 
" Arney B. vVinsor, ............ " 104 Smith st. N. Prov. 
" Sarah T. vVillbor,. . . . . . . . . . . . " 241 B road st. 
" Harriet N. 'V are,. . . . . . . . . . . . " 51 lVashington st. 
" Rowena C. Wood, ........... Crompton, R. I. 
" Caroline J. Yeo mans, ........ .LVo. 134 1Vortlz J.l fain st. 



DESIGN OF THE SCHOOL. 

IT is the design of this School to fit teachers for the practical 
duties of the school-room. It is, therefore, the aim of the In
structors to give lesson on the be t methods of teaching the 
variou department of the common branches, rather than to 
survey new field of tudy. l\fuch attention is paid to pro
cesses calculated to quicken the mind and give vivacity and 
sprightline s to the variou exerci e . The members of the 
school are called upon to give elementary le on , as if there 
were no t xt book in e.xi tence. Nothing is to be a sumed, 
nothing taken for granted. Comm ncing with the known-the 
h.nown to the child, th member who oire the le on regard 
the other member~ a a chool of children for the time, and 
arrange the topic in a natural and con ecutive order adapted 
to their capacit r and attainmen . 

Each fact, or phenomenon imr ortant to the e.xerci e, what
ever its nature, i.. o far a po ibl , produced and xhibited in 
the pr nee of the la a the ba i of orne di tinction or 
principl whi h they ar call d upon to e"lolve from what they 
already e or know. 

The introduction of irr levant matter, the bringing in of 
om thino· a y t unknown the u of an unexplained techni al 

t rm, confu ion in th ord r of arrang men t or pr entation 
of topi , or a dietatorial and doamati method i at once, 
criti ·i d by th m mb r a ... un uited to the derelopement and 
growth of th , juv nil mind. 

It will be readily e n that the exer 'i of the school are 
p culiar ; that th y pre- uppo e a thorough academic or school 
training, an l that it i adapt d, not o well to those whose 
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sole aim is to acquire a knowledge of the different branches, as 
to tho8e whose aim is to teach the common branches. H e who 
can give a good oral lesson independent of a text-book, knows 
how to use a text-book to good advantage. Equally true 
is it, that he who relies implicitly upon the statements of a 
book, is too apt to adopt the mere words of an author without 
imbibing his spirit. In short, the school is a professional school; 
it is open for those who wish to learn how to organize, control 
and instruct a common school. It is called the " Rhode I land 
Normal School," because it is intended particularly for the 
teachers of this State, although it is open for any fi·om other 
States, ladies or gentlemen, who may wish to avail themsehes 
of its pri vilegcs. 

PROSPECTS OF PERMANENCY. 
As at present organized, the Sd10ol is supported by fees 

paid by the members and by the liberality of th friend of 
education in the city of Providence, and is in ses ion two t rm 
in the year, commencing late in the Autumn and clo ing earl T 

in the Spring. I t is intended to open the School acrain in the 
same, or in an equally convenient place, about the fir t of 
November next, and should there be, eventually, ad maud for 
an annnal school, provision will undoubtedly b male to up
ply the demand. 

B 0 A RD. 
Those member from out of th city, an b ac ommodat ' l 

with board in private f~nnili , for fi·om . 1 7- to 2 5 r 
week. The present faciliLi for tra,v lling affi nl man r fr m 
the adjacent towns the privil g of boanling at h m . 
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REPORT OF THE EXAJviiNING COl\fi\IITTEE. 

THE under igncd, having been requc ted to act as an 
~ Examining Committee of the Rhode Lland Normal Schoo] 
~ lat ly in operation in thi cit T and having in thi~ capacity vi it
~ cd it and attended it closing examination pre ent to its 
5 patron aml friend the following rcr ort :-
~ The chool wa commenced at the in tance, and throuo·h the i 
~ c.· rtion of Profe or S. S. Greene Superintendent of Public ~ 
1 chool in hi ~ city and wa orio·inally de icrned impl · to meet ~ 
~ th want e p ciall · of young ladi and other" who were pre- ~ 
~ paring to be teach r " but 1\ho y t could not join the cla under ~ 

th in"truction of Profe or Gr ene in the Normal D epart
m nt of rown UniY r it}:· F r the accommodation of uch 

er:::on -many of whom had already b en employed a teach
r -a las wa fir ~ t formed in th \Yinter of 1 51-2 which 

m tin th hall of th ehool, and continued for nearl r 

ight month und r th in truction of ~Ir. r ene alone. In 
th ~utunm of 1 -2 Yeral g ntl m n friend" of ducation ~ 
in thi cit · ontribut d a ~urn uffi ien fo1' d fraying the ~ 
1 n" of a. r m c ntrally jtuated an prm·iding fixtur uit- ~ 
abl' £ r th a mmo ation of a N rmal t:hool v1hi ·h hould ~ 

continu thr ugh th -n int r an embrac eY ral dif- ~ 
f r n lepartm nt of in ' truction for th b n fit of an · p r-

n who at a m d ' rat.., c tar · mio-ht d ::;ire to attend it. 
Thr uo-h th lib·=-rality of tho::: g ntleman th hall of the C' • -

k 'toncl niY r::-:oali t hap 1 in r a l tr t 1Ya hir .., <l for the 
purp s anl th Seh ol wa ~ I n l on th fir tda ·of NoYem
b r la ·t and ntinu d t th fir~ da. r f rril un l r th di-

1 r tion f a::: i · t d by Pr £, ~~or \\ illiam 
~ Ru"' >]] Ir. !burn and hlr. ·thur 

l•pnrtment . 
~ tl llar a um d m d bar ly uffi ·icu t m t only th "'o ~ t of 
~ in ·trul'ii n f f ur and a half hour for fi YC day" f 

L :~ ~~- ~~, _ ____ _ __ ~-~ -~:~--~~0-~--
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~ was in all, eighty-five, of whom eight were males ; and the aver- I 
> age number during six months was about seventy-five. 
~ The several departments of instruction embraced in the 
~ School, were those of English Language, Geography, Political 
< and Physical, Arithmetic, Elocution and Reading, in all of 
~ which, the instruction was designed to be strictly Normal in its 
, character. It supposed the pupils to be already, to a con-

siderable extent, acquainted with the outlines of their several 
studies, and was intended to drill them in the methods of 
instruction, or, in other words, to teach them how to teach. 
For this purpose, in addition to the exercises of the several in
structors, each scholar was daily practised in the work of 
elementary teaching, the entire school being made for the time, 
a class of elementary learners. In this respect, it is believed 
that the School maintained a higher character than usually 
belongs to similar institutions ; for its pupils, having already 
completed their preparatory education, were here enabled to 
confine their attention exclusiYely to the work of learning how 
to teach, to others what they had acquired for themselves. 

From the inspection which the undersigned were able to 
give to the School, and especially from the closing examiiia
tion, they have formed a most favorable opinion of its u eful
ne s and efficiency. The instructors are persons of a hlgh 
order of ability and skill. They n~anifested a ~no~t COl!l
mendable fidelity and zoal in the prosect1tion of their labors, 
and the School in all its b1•anches, has accomplished, in the 
judgn1ent of the Committee, so far as was practicable in a single 
season, tho highly useftll ends which its patrons and manag8"rs 
hadin view. It has contributed towards the higher preparation 
of tho e who attended it, for the work of toacbing children,
a work which they have now studied as a seience and have 
loarned to practise as a profession. Even from this single ex-
periment, restricted as it has been, the Committee anticipate 
most beneficial results to the general interests of elementary 
instruction in our Public Schools. The methods of meeting 
the difficulties which chil<lhood encounters in its acqui itio11 
of knowledge, have been explained, the standard ofknmvledge, 
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~ and of skill required for this kind of instruction has been elevated : 
among those who attended the School, and they have acquired ; 
a confidence in the principles which they are to employ, that l 
'vill render them more efficient instructors whenever they may ~~ 
attempt to teach. 

> In the opinion of the Committee, a School like this, ought ~ 
> to be permanently established for the benefit of those who de- ~ 
~$ sign to become teachers in the schools-whether public or ~ 
~ private-of this State. Whether such an institution might be ~ 

most advantageou ly supported by legislative endowment or ~ 
by private liberality, or in part by both, are questions which l 
they leave for others to decide. They, however, connot refrain 
expressing their high sense of its importance to our system of 
education and their earnest hope, that should it be opened 
again in the en uing autumn it will be largely attended by 
tho e who are preparing to be teachers of the young in all the 
towns of Rhode I land. 

PHILIP ALLEN, 
ELISHA R. POTTER, 
A. C. BARSTOW, 
RICHMOND BROWNELL, 
WILLIAM GA~1ELL, 
l';~I. J. BREED, 
S. A. ARNOLD 
A. H. DUl\10NT, 
JOHN BOYDEN JR. 



AT a meeting of the members of the Normal School, held 
lVfarch 31st, 1853, the following resolutions were unanimously 
adopted:-

R esolved : That in consideration of the advantages which we 
have enjoyed during our connection with this school, we take 
pleasure in expressing our heartfelt thanks to our Instructors, 
lVIessrs. Samuel S. Greene, \Villiam Hussell, Dana P. Colburn 
and Arthur Sumner, for the able and efficient manner in which 
they have discharged their duties. ! 

R esolved : That we will each show our high appreciation of l 
the principles which they have so faithfully inculcated, by prac- ~~ 
tising them. in our future vocation, and at all times, by endeav
oring to impress them upon the minds of our pupils, in the same 
systematic manner in which they have been presented to us. ~ 

Resolced: That reflecting upon our own pleasure and profit f 
during the few past months, we will trive to do all in our power ~ 
towards the establishment of a State Normal School, where 
others may receive like advantages. 

Resolved: That a copy of these resolutions be presented to 
each of the Teachers. 
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