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'l'he column written by Jean Slaughter
Doty for this page, “Love Suburbia or leave
it alone,” recently was teautiful.

Mrs. Doty, author, housewife and
mother in a Connecticut suburb, aptly
described the prodiem of growth. both
planned but more commonly unplanned,
-that has taken place in American suburds
and which has too often destroyed the
advaniages that these places imtially
olfered. 4

She speaks about the increased taxes for

necessarily increased services of water, -

‘'sewers, and school: the bored children and
housewives; the general cecline of natural
bfe, inclucing geese and ducks. Mrs. Doty's
conciuding statements nicely summarized
her views, views held by many others in
the suburbs, that suburnia has changed
“. .. and it is vou (the recently arrived,
former city dwellers} who changed it. And

now will you piease roil up your fancy

roads, go away, and leave us alone."”
- The points made by Mrs. Doty make her
sound lixe an arTogant, selfish, self-seeking,

snobdaish individual who has erected a wall, -
either visiole or invisiple, around her turf,-

and because of good forture or inheritance,
does not want anvone to disturd her
tranquil life and surroundings. I am sure
that she is not that kind of person, but she
certainly reflects the ideas of many of her
compatniots Who “escaped™ the problems
of the city only to find that suburbia isn't
the utopia they thouzht it would be.

1 sympathize with Mrs. Doty because I
live in the city, and we have our problems,
but rather than take the negative view that
she expresses, 1 weuld lika to suggest a
possible answer that would make life
better for the botn of us, whether we

- choose to live in the supurbs or the city.
My experience with sudurbocentncs is
that by leaving our ursan centers, they also
leave behind any interest in the city and
any hope for its future. But more
importantly, these city escapers aiso leave
behind any kird of finzncial commitment
for the improvement of the citv. Even
though many derive their livelihoods from
these centers, use its sireets and police
pretection, take advantage of its free
museums, concerts, parxs and other
activities, they have little, if any, sense of
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obligation to the citv. Yet former President

Jchnson wisely referred to the city as the
heart of our society. a society which will
be great only if its cities are great.

My answer for Mrs. Doty and the
numerous other suburbanites who bold
similar views is to work for the betterment
of our cities. If thev would taxe an interest
in the improvement cf our cities, work for
it, invest their time and energy in it, and
convinee their legislztors to approprate
money for this improsement then., perhaps,
in conjunction with those of us who live in
them, we could improve our urban centers.

‘We in the city
are trying to cope

with racial diversity’

Then our cities cou!d be beautiful and
attractive places to visit, could be clean,
couid have less cnme and better schoois,
and couid facilitate the flow of traffic by
piacing greater reliance on mass transit,
rather than having suburbanites come in
and congest our streets with their
couldn’t-exist-without-them, energy
wasting monsters.

The peint [ am making is that too many
Americans have taken the easy way out,
by literaily moving out of our central cities.
Most recent census cz1a for the past four
years 2gain incicate that our major cities
are sull lesing populaZon to the suburts,
. P
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The 1970 census revealed, for the first
time, that more Americans live in the
suburbs than in our central cities. But it is
this very tyvpe of movement which has
generated the problems of which Mrs. Dotv
speaks and which has left behind deserted
any dying cities.

As one who has experienced the jov of
European city living, [ can tell vou that
cities are our hope for the future. They tell
us who we are. Right now the future of
the American city is very much in doubt.
Lacking funds, partly because of too little
governmental help but pnmaniy because
higher income groups have left, the city is
increasingly becoming the denository of the
poor, the old, and the minorities.

Inciaentally, Mrs. Doty, you did not
mention our black pepulation which you
suourbanites have gererally managed to
exciude from vour tranquil world. At least
we in the city are trying to cope with
racial diversity and leaming from the

- experience. I am appalled at the number of

suburban students who come to our urban
colleges and universities and, through no
fault of their own, have never spoken to
blacks and do not understand the richness
of that culture, nor that of the other urban
ethnic groups which make our American
society so rich.

Let us end on a positive note Mrs. Doty,
rather than the one vou expressed. Let
people such as yourself in the suburbs and
myself in the city work for the betterment
of our cities. With this improvement, thcse
of us in the city will then not want to leave
for the suburbs. We will be happy with
what the city has to offer, perhaps even
attract people from the suburbs to live
here, and again make cities the vital part of
the economic and cuitural fabric of our
society. And you Mrs. Doty, can have vour
ducks, bees, fresh air, trees, and clear
streams.

Working together, we of the citv and
you of the suburbs can have the bast of
both possible worlds. You can come to visit
and enjoy the life of the city and we, in
turn, can wvisit ard relish the peacz and
solitude of the countryside, rather than the
tacky, box-like structures which sprawl,
engulf, and destroy our beautiful rural
lands. >
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