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Statements being made by Bottle Bill
opponents have increasingly become
more ludicrous. Most recently the head of

the Rhode Island section of the United

States Steelworkers of America wrote to
members of the General Assembly, in

whose hands the fate of the proposed leg-
islation now rests, and offered this rea-.

soning on the bill.

The letter was a plea to re;ect the Bot-"

tle Bill, partly because of the dange: to
children. In the words of the union chief,

our young people “will be handling filthy,

sharp cans and bottles that have been to
the mouths of people who may have con-
tagious diseases with possible infection to
themselves and -others — to say nothing
of cuts from cans and broken bottles.”
But the real heart stopper is that the
“youth of Rhode Island will be enticed to
be out on the highways and byways with
resulting possible injuries or (God forbid)
death by cars.” This argument is specious.
Also, it illustrates the emotionalism to
which opponents are resorting in their ef-
forts to kill the bill.

It is understandable that some jobs
might be lost with the passage of the Bot-
tle Bill but new jobs will be generated,
and experience in other states that have

such legislation indicates that more are .

crea&edthmaremm.ixsthgpeim mtbepmrewardpeopleforsnvmg
tlmtresponm’bleunionleadefsshouldbe
espousing rather than siding with those ~ tended and which reuse will also allow
special interest, business groups ih'the  eur resources to continue for a longer pe- .
bottling and food sectors whose concerns, .. riod of time. Let us practice in the real
inthnscase,ateatdnexpensgofthemb— _world what we teach our children in the ™
lic good. ... mpﬂvéworlddmedmm

The(hsgraceo(mbhslrand-gsbag&v Wthmsaﬁngthatmandﬁof-
strewn highways throughout the state js ~tles represent 4 danger to children who,
fast giving us the reputatiog of “The, Lit- mmmreouttoseekthem,ﬂ\es(ed-
ter Capital of America,” a point made ré- . - workers® chief should have spoken of
peatedly by visitors to Rhode Island. And dnngerandexpenscafbemgexpom

- the more than $500,000 expended annual-, . - smashed bottles that not only Line our
'ly by the state in- trying. to keep these . highways but also clutter the streets,

roads cleared of this debris, nearly one- = parking lots and sidewalks of our cities.
half of which consists of bottles and cans,  The streets of Providence, for instance, -
is a terrible waste of funds. This money
could be put to better and more produc- - come imbedded in automobile tires. In the
tive use by the Department of Transpor- ~ summer when children are barefooted

_ products’ whose useful life can be ex- '

are littered with broken bottles whickibe-

(ahon

. Littering condx‘hons us, especially ‘our

young, to the belief that waste is socially
acceptable and such activities as smash-
ing bottles against walls and on highways
is “fun.” On the one hand we teach our

children in the classroom to conserve en- .

ergy and resources, while on the other we
do nothing to encourage them to utilize
these practices. Oh yes, middle class
America has been active in the suburbs
with recycling of aluminum cans but
similar efforts in our cities have had little
suceess. In the tried and proven capitalis-
tic manner let us provide mcennves, and

~ and women wear sandals, such slivers are

. aconstantandrwldangerforanyoneon

- foot. Admittedly, the city is responsible
- for the cleaning of this litter but it can’t,
-won't, doesn’t know how to, do the job.
. The result is filth, dangerous litter and a
- general lack of pride in one’s capital city.

One of the best means to help clean
Providence Is to have the Genera] Assem-
bly pass the Bottle Bill The results for the
city would be few loose bottles and cans
on the streets, no shards of glass to en-
_ danger pedestrians and flatten tires, less’
" effort and money expended for street
clmnmg, few broken botiles in pIay—
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Bottle Blll would stlmulate sense of pnde in R I

grmmdstoharmchi!dren.Suchabm
would help instill an. attitude that cleanki-
ness and beauty need to be part of the
capital city environment and.that all of
us,inchsdmgchﬂdmn,,are workmgto
wardthatend.

oﬁersacrossthelandalmdyhavemd:
legislation enacted -The national move-
ment for comservafion of energy will
place greatér pressure on states to pass

“legislation for the conservation of other

resources as well, and reclaiming bottles
andalumm’umcansisaneasywayto
start.

The days of the throw-aways are num-
bered. Whether one talks of fast-food
packaging, bottles, cans or the built-in ob-
solescence of cars and appliances, the en-
ergy shortage is sensitizing us to a limited
resource base and the need to make better
useofﬁ\osegmsthatnaturehasbm-
towed on us. .

If the Bottle Bill would have an effect
oun our children, it would not be increased

"danger from picking up bottles; rather, it

would be to instill an attitude and estab-
lish a practice to save bottles and alumir
num cans and, ultimately, resources for
the future. And the future, after all, be-
longs to them. -
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