lissed opportunity in S.

pressing a reluctance to provide a
zoning variance for multiunits, the
counci] lost an opportunity to pro-
vide 8 model development that was
ecologically sound and environmen-
tally safe for this fragile coastal
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thwm Th ..; Spokesmen for the Department
_ . _ ey _ of Eavironmental Management-and

the Coastal Resources Management
Council were greatly upset by the
rejection of the proposal for they
saw this development as a para-
digm for the state. The local devel-
oper and award-winning design
and planning consultant, also a
town resident, working closely
with these and other governmental
agencies and a team of coasultants,
had put this proposal together over
an- 18-month period. The proposal
was innovative in water and sewer-

gge construction, exciting in terms
of architecture, well designed In

euﬂ to beheve and inders

Mthepubmmmwly
October this group of &bout 100

abutting land owners caie to hear -

about a proposal that would cluster
360 towmhouses on 217 acres in
East Matunuck in such a way that
wore than 80 percent of the site
& ouldremmnasfarmlandmdom

/from : pmpom to institute a ﬁve-
acre minimum house lot size ‘in
order to “maintain the character of
the town” to the assertion of the
woman who stood up and said the
proposed ‘development should be
rejected “to protect our children.”
It sounded as though the Visigoths
were about to invade South Kings-
town 6r, worse, that the propoéal
was really a low-income project for
minorities.
Only one person — a moﬂm
resident and long-term

omwmspok
gonﬁfhfthetown.

..ﬁ......_.[ c:mzens 80 it was dﬂﬂa -

" ‘mummmy
eintermsbf"mb

tum of planning, and sensitive to
mmental opportunities and -

conm'alnts. Additionally, it was fis-

anticipated annual tax gain of
$6850,000 rather than a deficit of
$328,000 if single-family units
were constructed, for which the
gite is currently zoned.

The variance sought was for a
reduced house lot size to one-half
acre to allow for townhouse con-
struction and the use of a3 waste

‘water reuse system rather than -

sewers, that could result in a 55

percent reduction/of -water use.

Thls propom system is not unique.

A recent editprial in these panm
~ cited several enmples

cally sound for the town, with an

_ choose “to l:mmnn
thfh

" have the right reasons. 'Thls time

used to draw partially filtered’
waste water from the ground to be
used for irrigation purposes, ie.,
watering lawns and wallable crop-
land. The whole system is predicat-
ed on clustering houses to aliow for
a common septic tapk {

rom-~which
the waste water can be utilized,

something not possible with single-
family detached-housing. |

The advantages of this proposed
development. were many: houses
priced from $80,000 to $120,000 in
a shore community with access to
the water, developed as part of &
comprehensive plan that provided
available farmland, open space
reational facilities: wusing m
ergy. saving water, reducing po+
tential ground water pollution, and
truung the environment with re-
spect; and, finally, providing a fi-
nancial, social, and aesthetic asset
to the town. Allotthintﬁococtto
the town because the developer had
proposed covering all costs of con-
struction afid maintenance ot the
developmeit.

It will be anothe

this proposal
Town Council, sh

r year before
again reachél ‘the
ould the de\mlopar
it. The ¢ |
iich took no heed of Itsbwll
fining Board which strongly réc-
metitied the development, should
" elgh the cggel
thlt,_‘rutm date. If they decidé to
t the proposal, the
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