Turned on teachers help students tune in to geography

If you hear your youngster just home from school talk-
ing about some local issues related to transportation, land
use, natural resources, air quality, water pollution, zoning,
population growth or economic development, you can bet
that she has been turned on by her geography teacher.

And if your child comes home and discusses the war in
the Sudan, riots in Indonesia, women and the Taliban in

Afghanistan, depletion of the rainforest in Brazil, global :

warming, refugees in Rwanda or floods in China, you know
that some geography teacher got to him and caught his in-
terest. ; : G '
And that's the difference with geography in today’s class-
room. Teachers are getting turned on because they are do-
ing geography themselves and are relaying this excitement
to the children. So how did all of this come about?

First of all, today’s world is vastly different from that of
previous generations. The major movements in the early
part of this century related primarily to immigration, and
this country experienced the largest numbers of new arriv-
als in its history during the first two decades, and these new
people stayed to become Americans. | ;

World War I provided experiences in Europe, but then
the boys came home. The coming of the #ulo provided more
mobility aE\d the airplane caused us to claim that “the world
is getting smaller” World War I opened the larger world to
the young American who, again, came fome.

Al of these experiences provided a bigger view of the
world, but there was little interest in lerarn'mg about these
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Truly, today the world is smaller and more and more
Americans want to know and experience it. And for school
children there is no better way than to study geography
whose focus is the world as well as one’s neighborhood.

A recognition of this world view is t

National Science Foundation
Award to the Association of
American Geographers to pro-
duce a disk and activities re-
lated to world geography for
high schools. And the $900,000
award to four geography orga-
nizations by the National Aero-
nautic and Space Administra-
tion for a Mission Geography
project to develop geography
skills for remote sensing and
map/image interpretation to be
used in grades K-~2 is another
example.

. Perhaps most important,

NASA will now provide sup-
port for geography as
well as math, science and

~ technology.

The National Geographic
Society has played a major role
in all of this. The distribution
this fall of a free, laminated wall
map of the political world and

a satellite image of the world. -

~

he recent $684,000

to all 113,000 schools in the nation, including the 3Z5 in
Rhode Island, is just one of their efforts. More important is
their funding of training for teachers throughout the coun-
try, including Rhode Island, which now counts 16,700 teach-
ers in the nation, including 100 in the state.

. Advanced placement for geography in high schools will
take place in four years; high school enrollment in geogra-
phy has gone from 15 to 26 percent in the last four years;
and the Geographic’s $80 million Endowment Fund to im-
prove geography education in all schools over the last 10
years will continue to provide support to all states, Rhode
Isiand included. To make Americans aware and to better
understand the world and its people is necessary, not only
in matters of foreign policy butalsoto know and appreciate
the differences among people that make this such an inter-
esting world, and what does this better tth the study of
geography? .
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Chester E. Smolski is Co-coordinator of the Rhode Island
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“If your conscience is bothering you...

How much would it cost to have it removed? .



