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International organization 
accused of cult-like activities 

sprouts campus group 
by Chris Greene 
NEWS EDITOR 

A recognized student organi
zation on campus is affiliated 
with an international organiza
tion which has been accused of 
cult-like activities, and has even 
been banned on several college 
campuses. 

Campus Advance is a student 
organization recognized by Stu
dent Community Government 
and is affiliated with the Provi
dence Church of Christ (COC). 
That group is part of the larger 
International Church of Christ. 

Larry Nichols, the Protestant 
Chaplain on campus, who has 
written a book on cults entitled 
Cults, Sects, Religions, and the 
Occult, said the COC has been 
banned on many other college 
campuses, "The Student Union 
at the University of Toronto, and 
Tufts University in Boston, have 
banned them from recognition 
because they have recognized 
that as an organization their in
terests are not to serve the col
lege, but to self serve, and re
cruit students for their organiza
tion. I don't know if Rhode Is
land College's.interests are best 
being served by an organization 
who is not here to benefit the 
College, but is here to benefit 
their own growth." 

The group had a club on Bos
ton University's campus that 
was banned officially and le
gally on the campus. An aware
ness pamphlet created and dis
tributed on B U's campus by stu
dents in cooperation with Rev. 
Robert Watts Thornburg, Dean 
ofMarsh Chapel at Boston Uni
versity, explains why the Bos
ton Church of Christ was banned 
from campus. "All religious 
groups on campus promise to 
work and witness under certain 
simple but clear guidelines set 
down by the Religious Life 
Council. They promise to be 
clear and truthful in their pub
licity, to not de,nigrate other re
ligious groups on campus, to not 
harass students., and to not re
cruit those who are already ac
tive in other religious organiza
tions. The BCC abides by none 
of these practices." 

Tim Thorp, President of the 
Campus COC, said, "Members 
are people who have made a 
decision to be followers of 
Christ. It's~ decision that people 
make, that Jesus will be the lord 
or their life. They make that de
cision .out of their own heart. It 
has to be true. For me person
ally I made that decision be
cause I believed it, it wasn't 
something I did to please the 
Church or the club. I know that 
as I go through life I'm going to 
treat my life as a Christian, as a 

disciple." 
Vincenzo Iacobucci, a former 

member of the Rhode Island 
Church of Christ explains says 
that he was coerced into joining 
the Church by other students 
from the college who are mem
bers. 

"When I came to RIC, I didn't 
know people here, and I wasn't 
very close to '!IY family. I was a 
very isolated person. One of the 
things I was lookipg for was 
community, and companion
ship," said Iacobucci, who 
~!aims that the COC members 

their own life. If you' re encour
aged (to do something) it 
doesn't mean you're necessar
ily going to do that. You have to 
decide what's going to make you 
happy about yourself, and 
what's going to make you in 
pain. It's not our focus to be
come an exclusive environment, 
or pull people out of 
friendship's. The best example 
is Jesus, (who) was the friend of 
tax collector's and sinners. 
People can view encouragement 
as control. Member's can leave 
anytime, they're free to go." 

At first what I was doing felt 
extremely right, as time went by I 
was asked for more, they asked 
me not to be intimate with my 

girlfriend ... It started discreetly, 
and then got more controlling. 

used his weakness to lead him 
into their organization. 

Iacabuci says that COC mem
bers approached him as friends, 
and once friendly relationships 
were established with the mem
bers, they began to ask 
Iacobucci to attend Bible stud
ies. "At first what I was doing 
felt extremely right, as time 
went by I was asked for more," 
said Iacobucci, adding, "they 
asked me not to be intimate with 
my girlfriend." 

"It started discreetly, and then 
got more controlling," said 
Iacobucci, who says he was also 
asked not to spend time with 
friends who were homosexuals. 
''That was a big no-no as far as 
the Church was concerned," said 
Iacobucci. He· claims he was 
told by other COC members if 
he wasn't going to try to "save 
them," then he shouldn't asso
ciate with them at all. 

Thorp said the purpose of the 
COC organization is to learn 
about faith, and to make a com
mitment about ·having faith in 
God. When asked if the COC 
encouraged new members to 
stop spending time with old 
friends who are not interested in 
joining the Church, Thorp said, 
"That's not the focus of the 
group." 

"If someone comes from a 
background where they're doing 
drugs- say someone'.s passing 
around a joint, that would be a 
temptation for that person, and 
you've got to make a decision 
as a person about who your go
ing to hang out with. The thing 
I would love to stress is that 
people make decisions about 

Asked if the group welcomed 
people of diverse sexual orien
tation, Thorp said, "In our cam
pus club there are no homosexu
als. In the Church I know ho
mosexuals, but the thing is, 
they've decided to live moral 
lives." Thorp said he would like 
to make clear that those who 
have joined the Church as ho
mosexuals are, for all intensive 
purposes, no longer homosexu
als. "A lot of people like to think 
that once you're homosexual, 
you're homosexual forever, like 
it's genetic or something. I know 
a man in the Church who was a 
homosexual, but he went 
through an experience of chang
ing that. But either way he is 
accepted as a person, but it's a 
life-style that's not godly," 
Thorp said, adding that the Bible 
says "Hate the sin, not the sin
ner." 

Rebuking the idea that the 
group dominates its members 
time, Thorp said he has done re
search on ·COC members on 
campus, and claims to have 
found a dramatic increase in the 
GPA's of the majority of mem
bers, since they have joined. 

Nichols describes how a stu
dents who are new to the Col
lege environment are targeted as 
prospective cult-members. "The 
average age for joining a cult is 
eighteen to twenty five," said 
Nichols. 

"Cults particularly prey on 
students," said Nichols because 
they have left home, they've left 
the comfort zone of the family 
their on campus they're away 
from home. "It's a new world, 
you're questioning life, ques-

tioning things, questioning the 
things that you were taught, so 
there's a lot of loneliness and 
anxiety here." 

Nichols says cult members 
will "love bomb" a student. 
"They will love bomb a student, 
in other words, they will play on 
a sense of belonging, 'Hey, 
you're important here, we want. 
you to be a part of us, come and 
join us, we have a weekend re
treat.' It usually turns out to be 
a Bible study of some sort, and 
a student starts to feel, 'Gosh, 
I'm important here, I feel a sense 

Vincenzo lacobuccl, 
former member of the 

Church of Christ 

of belonging in this group.'" 
Iacobucci -said that the 

COC encouraged him not to 
deal with political things, and 
told him that the world is not a 
place to worry about fixing 
things, because there can be no 
universal peace on earth. He 
claims he was told that the only 
thing a Christian should worry 
about is 'saving' themselves, 
and as many other people as 
possible. Iacobucci said that he 
began to "have a lot more faith 
in God, than in myself." 

"I began losing myself, los
ing my own control. I started to 
look down upon my friends, and 
homosexuals," Iaco_bucci said, 
adding that they asked him not 
to be with his girlfriend, "to the 
point where I couldn't kiss her, 
because according to them 
(COC members) what I was do
ing was putting her before God ... 
they encouraged me to remain 
within the Church, as far as all 
my relationships go." 

Iacobucci also claims the 
COC used fear and guilt tactics 
to keep him within the Church. 
He said, "A lot of times they 
would feed me with the fear of 
hell, and the fear of being con
demned." Iaccabucci said that 
COC members told him that he 
owed God, because it was God 
that saved him, and it was God 
that made his life a lot better. 

According to Nichols, the 
pervasive ·power of a cult can be 
so powerful that some members 
leaving cults must have exit 
counseling. While counseling a 
member out of a cult on another 

See COC, page 3 
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~ Geography ·class 
gets up close with 
.• • 1rip,Jo ~oston'$ 

'" "Big Dig" 
by Jessica D' Abrosca 
• STAFF WRITER 

become invo!Ved in making the 
city a better place to live," said 
Motte, adding, "especially for 

X field trip to Boston, the low income families 
Massachusetts, gave twenty because they are .most 
students the opportunity to prominent in the cities." 
explore the wo;;kings., of • Mptfosaidhe would like to 
America's.largestpi)'biic.works see graduates take on 
plan, Boston's Central Artery • professions that include urban 
and Third Harbor Tunnel, site pl~ing, public policy, and 
of the "Big Dig." applied public research, all 

On April 11, Dr. Mark dealing with improving the 
• Motte, Assistant Professor of qujility oflivingi "RIC does a 
Geography, and twenty of the good job with their nursing and 
twenty-two students enrolled education programs there's no 
in his class, The City in the question about that/' said 
20th Century, loaded a bus and Motte. But, "I would like to see 
set wt for a day, ofpducation the 6.(:bq<>l pay~more,attention, 
and'fun ... , {; - ••• to''the areils··ot.socJal and 

The Boston Central Artery economic needs of people in • 
is the new name for Ihterstate the city. I would also like to see 
93, which is being constructed in the future,• the geography 
to run beneath downtown and urban programs brought 
Boston. The number of lanes back up to scale here at RIC;' 
on the interstate today is 6. The said Motte. 
new Central Artery will have Once in Boston, equipped 
8 to 10 lanes and is estimated with hard hats and orange 

• to cut, on th~ average, the reflector vests, Motte and his 
commuter's travel time by 15 students went on a tour of the 
minutes at the cost of about actual construction site of the 
$8.5 billion. The total miles Big.Dig. Bill Lincourt, senior, 
that will be constructed Geography, said, ';It was good 
underground is 3.5. The project (o see the ac.tion of the 
will create more than 150 acres construction in person rather 
of open space, according to the than in the classroom'.'\ 

; May 1995 issue of Central After being a chef for 20 
Artery/Tunnel Project: Fun years, Paul Pinault, freshman, 
Factors. Such space includes decided to come back to school 
33 acres of public recreation and earn his degree in Career 
space a.Long the Charles River, and Technical Education. "It 
7 icre"expansioJ{ of East was an exciting trip with an 
J3;ston'.s Memorial Stadium. inventive bus driver," said 
Park, and a •:green way· about Pinault adding, "It was greatto 
2 miles Jong, consisting of see the expansion and growth 
bi.king, j<;>gging, and walking of the city." 

, trajls:• accordlng}9Motte , With the construction costs 
. bird ;Ha.rtjpr Tunnels estilµated s<5 • hfg-11,'. Bill 
'a complinre.l.lt to the Cavanaugh, senior, General 
n and ' Sumner Education, said, "It's' a lot of 

ttuuiels,"·accordln )o Motte. money for a big hole." He 
• ls a(Ulli}'S it was.enjoyable apd 

ton t n ed~~~tj.onhl. to see ho)Y tb_e Bi.g , 
d , Dig,1) being built but ''it just , 

; ~ eve major co_nges on at seems to me like it's a lot of 
is'presenr-now witb_pnJy two money fot 15 minutes o·r 
tunnels," added Motte. convenience." On the other 

t • This -t Se t.em\>er s • handt Jack Go~y; senior, 
;" ,~t ,,s~~p.nd~,ry Educatjon and 

he SoclalStridies> thouglltthe trip 
ate w.as, "an, ,:•outstandjng 
ity educational opportu,,iity that 

,,more professors ,should 
att~mgf ,tQ ma)<:e· ayail/ilile to 

tt.he1¥ '$>lasses .1>'lt>was the 
hi~ht of my RIC bareer." 

Aaron Perkins, sophomore1 
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International organization 
accused of cult-like activities 

sprouts campus group 
coc, 

continued from page 1 

campus, the exiting member 
was told by other members that 
Nichols was the "devil incar
nate." 

After five months as a 
COC member, Iacobucci's girl
friend, family and parish priest 
helped him out of the COC. 
During his time in the COC, 
Iacobucci said he, "found him
self feeling guilty, and praying 
for forgiveness. He began to 
question his every thought, won
dering if it were good or bad," 
he said. 

On leaving the COC, 
Iacobucci said he "felt like they 
tricked me, and sort of pulled me 
in. They were not up front with 
me, they didn't tell me what I 
had to do." 

When asked if The COC or
ganization was up front with 
prospective members, Thorp 
said, "Yes, absolutely. It would 
be really dishonest for people to 
find out they're required to do 
something after they've made a 
commitment." 

"It's a great club," he said, 
adding, "A lot of people see the 
Bible as boring or oppressive, 
but it's really a lot of fun." Thorp 
said that this semester the whole 
COC campus club volunteered 
for Hope World Wide, and did 
an immunization project with 
that group in Providence, and 
raised money for the poor and 
needy. Thorp said The COC 
members raised between $2,000 
and $3,000 for this purpose. "It 
was great, we spent the whole 
day going from door to door in 
South Providence and educating 

parents about the need to immu
nize their children, and offering 
vouchers for kids to go in and 
get immunized for free," said 
Thorp. • 

The Church has also found its 
way into some classrooms. An
other student, Ed Hardeman, 
wrote in a paper he submitted for 
a class, that an instructor in a 
Business Writing class lecture 
said that the International 
Church of Christ is, "the fastest 
growing church in the world," 
and that the reason for this 
growth is that, "most people are 
looking for a meaningful pur
pose in life ... Jesus Christ pro
vides these." 

The Chaplain's Office en
courages students who have 
questions about any campus re
ligious groups to contact them 
for more information. 

Geography class gets up close 
with trip to Boston's "Big Dig" 

DIG, 
continued from page 1 

Program are Peter Leddy and 
Kerry O'Brien, two more of 
Motte's students. The program 
works to identify and clean up 
vacant lots throughout the city. 
Due to the many years that some 
lots have been vacant, 
hazardous, toxic chemicals have 
been accumulating from 
companies carelessly dumping. 
Leddy and O'Brien help map 
out vacant lots and characterize 
the amount of damage done to 

the lots and in a joint effort with 
the city of Providence, SWAP 
(Stop Wasting Abandoned 
Property) is working to restore 
these lands. Other internships 
that students are participating in 
include: Housing Needs 
Assessment of Woonsocket, 
COZY (Children Opportunity 
Zone), and Historic 
Neighborhood Plan Central of 
East Greenwich. 

The City in the 20th Century 
class will not be offered every 
semester. "I am guessing it will 
not be offered again until spring 

of '98," explains Motte. "That 
decision is not in my power 
rather, it's in the hands of the 
administrators," he added. 
Motte will be teaching two 
classes with an "urban" flavor, 
which will be offered in the fall: 
The Geography of Urban 
Housing and The New Global 
Village: The Future of the 
World's Great Cities. 

Students who are interested in 
these classes should contact 
Motte in the Department of 
Anthropology and Geography at 
456-8378. 

IF vou·RE LOOKING FOR T-SHIRTS 
CLASS GIFTS, JACKETS, MUGS 
HATS, ETC. - CALL USI! 
PC>NIEGRANATE 
~ 166 VALLEY ST. PROVIDENCE --............. 
~ 751-9729 FAX 751-97.71 ~ 

RIC athleteShonored 
at banquet 

by Eric Sardinha 
Sports Editor 

On Sunday, April 28 in 
Donovan Dining Center, the 
RIC Athletics Department held 
its annual awards banquet. The 
event, whose purpose is to rec
ognize RIC's student-athletes 
and their achievements, was 
hosted by RIC alumnus Jodi 
Johnson. 

sentation of this award. Pauline 
Feldhus, a freshman from 
Pawtucket, manager of the 
Women's Softball team, and an 
employee in the Athletic Depart
ment, won the scholarship. 

The night started out with 
Chaplin Jim Montavon giving 
the invocation before a classic 
Donovan buffet. All-conference 
certificates and 3.0 club mem-

There was a new addition to bers were announced. The Hunt 
this year's ceremonies, and that Award is given to a senior fe
was the presentation of the first male student-athlete for out
Dana Bazar scholarship. This standing performance on the 
scholarship was special because field or court and in the class
it was founded in memory of the room. The award was given out 
eighteen year-old Bazar, who this year with two winners in
was a friend to many RIC stead of just one. The co-win
alumni and current students, and ners were Pam Prendergast of 
emcee Jodi Johnson. Bazar was the Women's Tennis Team and 
killed in a motorcycle accident Audra Plante of the Women's 
in 1992. There were heartfelt Basketball team. It's appropri
words spoken by Johnson and ate that they be co-winners of 
some of Bazar's relatives who this award, as they were co-cap
were in attendance for the pre- tains of their respective teams. 

Prendergast is in the top ten of 
four major RIC records, while 
Plante played in eighty-four ca
reer games and maintained a 
3.82 grade point average. 

The Heatherman Award is 
given to a male senior student
athlete who is an excellent 
representatiive of the school in 
competition and in the class
room, basically a male version 
of the Hunt Award. Andy 
Kaufman was the recipient of 
the honor. He is a fourth-year 
cross country runner for RIC. 

After going through three 
hours and fifteen minutes of be
ing in Donovan, on top of all of 
the time that I had spent there 
earlier in the day, it was defi
nitely time to leave. The athletes 
were then instructed to go to the 
New Gym and picked up their 
free "RIC Athletics" sweat
shirts, to end the night. 

Brown seeks to keep 
athletes out of frat houses 

(CPC) Calling fraternity 
membership a problem for 
pledging athletes, for their team
mates and for their neighbors, 
the Office of Residential Life at 
Brown University has declared 
its opposition to high percent
ages of athletes in the Greek sys
tem. 

"It's been our practice and 
advice for the past two, three or 
four years to discourage large 
groups of athletes from joining 
fraternities," said Director of 
Residential Life and Associate 
Dean of Student Life Arthur 
Gallagher. 

"It's not a formal written 

policy," Gallagher added, "but 
it's based on negative experi
ence in the past in certain 
houses, when fraternities with 
predominantly athletes have 
been a problem for their neigh
bors." 

Matt Lucke, senior, president 
of Theta Pel ta Chi, a fraternity 
that will return to Wriston Quad
rangle next year, expressed out
rage in response to Gallagher's 
comments. 

"Are they saying that because 
they're athletes, they're animals 
that haunt their neighbors?" said 
Lucke, who is the place kicker 
for the Brown football team. 

Delta Phi President Dan 
O'Keefe,junior, added, "We've 
always known that they try to 
keep [athletes] out of fraterni
ties." 

O' Keefe said ~esidentiaJ Life 
offers some athletes special 
housing options during pledge 
time to keep them from joining 
fraternities. 

"The coaches have made it 
pretty clear that people would 
get a certain suite if they didn't 
join a fraternity," he said. 

"I know nothing about that," 
responded Associate Director of 
Residential Life Donald 
Desrochers. 

10 11 12 
Men's Track@ Men's 
Open New EngJands 
Site:Northeastern 

.,.._._._._.I University 
12pm 

Women's Track @ 

Women's ECAC 
Championships 
Site:Middlebury 
College 

2pm 

Men's Track@ Men's 
Open New England's 
Site:Northeastern 
University 

I0:30 am 

Women's Track @ 

Women's ECAC 
Championships 
Site:Middlebury College 

10:30 am 
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SCG elections decided by 

special interest groups and 
back room deals 

An open letter to the college 
community: 

A while back, The Anchor 
published a commentary about 
Student Community Govern
ment. How Student Communi
ty Government was just a mini 
version of real politics. As a po
litical science major, I did not 
agree with Melissa Lawrence's 
commentary. As a member of 
Student Community Govern
ment, I did not think that our 
organization was anything like 
that. I had always thought of our 
achievements as noble and hon
orable. The members·of Student 

Government as full of integrity. 
(sic) 

However, the elections of 
Parliament was (sic) an eye 
opening experience for me. I 
watched how special "interest 
groups" and lobbyists made 
deals with those in power. I no
ticed that almost all of Parlia
ment's seats were fiUed imme
diately before the election. Who 
were they filled by? Members of 
the Debate club, WXIN and the 
Anchor. Why would these orga
nizations fill out petitions for 
Student Government? Because 
their interests were questioned 
this year. Because the Finance 
Commission was not about to sit 
back and let money flow from 
the student activity fee, as usu-

al. The scratch my back and I'll 
scratch your back was not called 
into routine this year. 

I spoke out against certain 
organizations this year at the 
budget hearings-thereby incur
ring their wrath. I voiced my 
constituent's concerns about the 
Anchor, and how terrible certain 
aspects of it were. I later apolo
gized to the Anchor for being too 
brutal in such a public forum. 
Yet their understanding of the 
Student Government, would not 
stretch further than what Student 
Government could give them. 
Politics. Trading favors. Back
room deals. 

I watched as the candidates 

who were the most qualified, 
and had the majority of votes 
from the current Parliament, 
lose to candidates who were 
supported by the "special inter
est groups." I noted the absten
tion from the ballot of a student 
who challenged the status quo 
this year, challenged the alloca
tion of sizable funds to the" spe
cial interest groups," and made 
waves with innovative and con
troversial proposals. That same 
student was asked to run for 
president of Student Govern
ment by prominent faculty, but 
declined. 

Last year, when I was a rela
tively new person on Parlia
ment, I asked to be on the Fi
nance Commission for the 1995-
1996 year. One executive board 
member told me that if I voted 
for Julie Silvestri for president, 
I would be guaranteed a spot on 
the Finance Commission. That 
episode sickened me, but I 
thought it was the evil mecha
nisms of just one person. 

This year I realized however, 

that the elections are fixed and 
rigged. I honestly do not know 
if I want to be part of an organi
zation that operates in that fash
ion. While some may look at the 
signature on this letter, and cry 
sour grapes I assure you, I am 
not.(sic) I was ready to decline 
my nomination as Treasurer, 
before the election meeting, be
cause I had heard that the same 
"special interest groups" were 
working against my candidacy. 
I convinced myself to hold fast 
because I knew I had the back
ing of the entire Finance Com
mission, and many current Par
liament members. 

I do hope that all the people 
who filled out petitions this year 
stay on Parliament this fall. 
Then they might realize what a 
difficult job members of Parlia
ment have to do. How hard it is 
to balance the meager resourc
es among many competing in
terests, and ensure that all stu
dent voices are heard.(sic) But I 
sincerely doubt it, and if they do, 
it will be to further thier(sic) 

own organizational interests. 
Politics. Trading Favors. Back 
room deals. 

If I do stay within Student 
Government this year, it will be 
to work on the bylaws of Stu
dent Government to guarantee 
that this type of election rigging 
will not take place in the future. 
I am saddened that the students 
of Rhode Island College have a 
Student Parliament that is such 
a mirror of unfair, special-inter
est oriented politics. But the 
thing that I wish most of all is 
that there was some honor left 
in the world, and in Student 
Community Government. That 
elections would be held to de
termine who is the most quali
fied candidate, not who has the 
most friends, and do not sink so 
low as to rig elections in their 
favor.(sic) 

Sincerely, 

Toni J. Drowne 

Former SCG President comments on "tumultuous" times 
Editor, 

In DEFENSE of SCG 
Democracy: 1. government 

by the people, either directly or 
through elected representatives; 
rule by the ruled. 2. the accep
tance and practice of the prin
ciple of equality of rights, oppor
tunity, .and treatment; lack of 
snobbery. Websters New Uni
versal Unabritlged Dictionary 

Student Community Govern
ment (SCG) elections have 
passed now. A new executive 
board, a new group of student 
leaders, has been elected to gov
ern the student organizations of 
RIC and oversee the responsi
bilities that come with collection 
and disbursement of the Student 
Activity Fee. Not to sound like 
Warren Harding, but it's a hell 
of a job. I know, I've been there. 
And it is such because it's de
manding, challenging, reward
ing, and wrought full of experi
ences that anyone with the per
ception to realize them, can take 
into the journeys that life will 
bring. It is a veritable training 
ground for life in public service. 

It is public service that I want 
to speak a little about in this 
missive. In recent months, things 
at SCG, both within and with
out, have been nothing less than 
tumultuous. It's a shame really. 
There didn't seem to be any need 
for it all. But nonetheless, things 
just happened that way. Some 
felt so compelled,. lhat they 
wanted to have their thoughts 
shared with the college commu
nity via the Anchor (not a bad 
medium by the way.) As a result, 
these thoughts and postings ha".e 
left more questions unanswered 
than answered. Some of these 
I'm sure originated with the best 
of intentions, others I'm not so 
sure. Regardless, it has com
pelled me to try and put some of 
these questions into perspective, 
and to perhaps provide some 
answers and insight from my 
unique perspective (that of a 
former Member of Parliament 
(MP), Speaker, Vice-President, 
and President). 

Student Community 
Government's two primary roles 
are to fund student organizations 
and to provide a voice for the 
needs and concerns of all the stu
dents of RIC. It says so in SCG's 
charter provided for the State of 
Rhode Island. Nevertheless, in 
doing so, Student Government 
becomes a very important and 
influential liaison between the 
college administration and its 
students; and more importantly, 
between the student's money 
and the students (You know, that 
Student Activity Fee thing again. 
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The $40. full-timers and $5. per 
credit part-timers pay each se
mester.) So as I'm sure you can 
tell, a lot of power comes from 
such a situation, and with great 
power must come great respon
sibility. Unfortunately the latter 
is all too often forgotten in the 
final analysis. 

Responsible use of power in
volves being fair and consistent, 
and decisions must be justifiable 
to all involved. All to often 
people believe that their actions 
are just, and in the best interest 
of the organization. But it ends 
there. I'm sure that those who 
acted so swiftly and sweeping, 
believed that they were doing 
the "right thing," according to 
themselves anyway. What I be
lieve failed to happen, was that 
no one bothered to take into ac
count the feelings and positions 
of those they were affecting. 
Some may even go so far to say 
that, that was completely pur
poseful. Maybe, maybe not. 
Nonetheless, public organiza
tions such as SCG must always 
avoid being arbitrary and capri
cious. Unfavorable things can 
happen to those who are. And, 
in light of what has unfolded 
during the recent SCG election, 
it seems that unfavorable things 
did indeed happen, depending 
on your point of view. As a re
sult, a lot of anger has stemmed 
from those on the losing side. 
Here's how it all started: 

SCG's Finance Commission 
(its fiscal arm) cannot be faulted 
in any way for being arbitrary. 
They were certainly very con
sistent in what they chose to cut 
and who they chose to cut. How
ever, whether or not the follow
ing was actually the case, they 
can certainly be pointed to for 
being capricious in their actions. 
Again, whether or not that was 
actually the case is academic. It 
was the perception of those ac
tions, which were fueled by the 
lack of communication and dia
logue between the Commission 
and the organizations it was tak
ing such drastic measures 
against. Purposeful or not, it fu
eled the negative perception of 
capriciousness leveled on the 
Finance Commission. And per
ception counts. As anyone in the 
public service can attest to, per
ception is nine tenths reality. 

Another issue which surfaced 
its ugly head is that of stipends. 
Let me assure you that stipends 
are very much within the goals 
of the Activity Fee. They help 
to get students involved. Sti
pends also help tremendously 
with organizations that need 
larger memberships, with more 

spread out responsibilities, to 
function effectively. The Anchor 
and WXIN are good examples 
of this. Within these organiza
tions are many resi?onsibilities 
that must be spread out amongst 
dedicated members. These dedi
cated members are compen
sated, in a very small way, for 
responsibilities they must carry 
out in order to make a newspa
per and radio station function. 
They are not just clubs, they are 
quasi-businesses, much like 
SCG itself. Other clubs and or
ganizations such as the one men
tioned in the letter to the editor 
do not have to cope with dead
Ii nes, advertisements, FCC 
regulations or the like. That's 
not to say what they do is not 
important or time-consuming. It 
is. But it's an all together differ
ent animal. It's also been said 
that stipends amount to $40,000. 
annually. That makes up ap
proximately a mere 1/18 of the 
total revenue of SCG, Inc. Only 
1/18. 

Though many of the projects 
accomplished this year were 
started in the previous year, 
many new achievements came 
out of this year as well. And as 
well they should have. New ac
complishments should come 
every year. They are SCG's re
sponsibility. They represent 
needs that must be addressed. 
Therefore I do resent a little, the 
impli'cation made that this 
year's, '95- '96, executive board 
was the most active ever. Per
haps active in fighting each 
other at times, but if you want 
to see activity and more impor
tantly unity, '94-'95 was the 
place to be. A veritable Camelot. 

Nonetheless, another reason 
for the problems with the recent 
budget battle stems from the 
way the }:inance Commission 
chose to go about it. They just 
did what they wanted, with no 
warning, and not much listening 
to the concerns of the organiza
tions whose fate they were de
ciding. Little explanation was 
given for those actions as well. 
And there was certainly no ap
parent effort to work with those 
same organizations to bring 
thinking closer together. In fact 
just the opposite happened. No 
evidence of compromise was to 
be found, just division and a 
sense of snobbery from the com
mission itself which was unfor
tunate. Again and again argu
ments came up about proper 
management and spending of 
money. Again, as stated before, 
the money should be spent on 
and by students. It should not be 
withheld from students and or-

ganizations for seemingly capri
cious reasons. It is morally irre
sponsible of Student Govern
ment not to allocate and find rea
sonable ways to spend student 
money for students. Again, SCG 
is not a bank, but a public orga
nization dedicated to public ser
vice. Students pay their fee with 
the expectations of having that 
money turned around and spent 
on them to enrich their quality 
of life on this campus. 

This year it seemed that the 
Finance Commission and some 
MPs were more interested in 
antagonism rather than sound 
and beneficial compromise. 
Needless power struggles came 
to the forefront and each side 
dug their heels in deep. Again, 
how unfortunate. 

Changing gears a bit... 
. Though even better, is a let

ter that has recently circulated 
making ridiculous allegations 
about the recent Parliament, the 
executive board elections, and 
SCG as an organization. In it, 
the author states that she is a 
Political Science major and does 
not agree with the wonderful 
commentary Melissa Lawrence, 
of Anchor fame, wrote in the 
Apr. 22nd issue. Melissa makes 
the assertion that SCG is a mini
version of real politics, though 
this year seemed more Like 'real 
politick' (power politics). The 
author opposite disagrees, stat
ing that she thought SCG was 
more noble than that. Well per
haps she missed the class on 
political theory in which cogent 
and enlightening discussions of 
such obscure figures as Plato 
and Aristotle were brought to 
light (I too was a Political Sci
ence major). You see, SCG by 
its very nature is political and 
very democratic to boot. It has 
a constitution, procedures, meet
ings, votes, policies, elections, 
its own political system, the 
whole nine yards. And Mr. Plato 
and Mr. Arjstotle assert that poli
tics is in fact a noble profession, 
perhaps the most noble. And 
since Aristotle was the father of 
logic, let's complete the syllo
gism: Politics is noble, SCG is 
political, therefore SCG IS 
noble. 

The author also writes in dis
gust about interest groups, and 
attributes them to her loss in the 
recent election. Well as any Po
litical Science major would 
know, interest groups, pressure 
groups, whatever you want to 
call them are a natural by-prod
uct of any current democratic 
political system. As Alexis 
deTocqueville (another obscure 
political theorist) noted, people 

organize. They organize around 
an interest and assert it. If you 
alienate them in any way, they 
will come out 'en masse' and 
protect their interest. It's no 
wonder the election turned out 
the way it did. The new Parlia
ment represents interests that 
were callously challenged, and 
they answered abruptly. Capri
cious behavior and snobbery by 
anyone will get you the same. 

Then the author goes on to 
make ridiculous allegations of 
"trading favors" and "back room 
deals." These allegations are ri
diculous, slanderous, and have 
no proof. They're simply 
whinings witl;l no b~is in fact. 
She goes on to mention that she 
was among the most qualified 
of candidates. Says who? 
There's a subjective statement if 
I've ever heard one. I would ar
gue that the new executive board 
is extremely qualified and well 
suited for the task at hand. Ap
parently the Parliament agrees, 
and voted, democratically, to 
elected this new executive 
board. 

She also mentions something 
about innovative proposals by 
the past Finance Commission. 
Looked more like muscle flex
ing and capriciousness on this 
end. Then goes on to purport that 
a member of a past executive 
board, presumably '94-'95, said 
that if she voted for a certain 
person who was elected to this 
past executive board, she would 
be placed on the Finance Com
mission in exchange. That's the 
most ludicrous thing I've ever 
heard. No such thing ever hap
pened, and the comment itself 
borders on libel. "Evil" indeed. 
Did the author fail to realize that 
all the candidates for the '95-'96 
executive board ran unopposed? 
Why then would such a request 
ever be made? Ramblings, 
ramblings, ramblings. 

And of course, no letter of 
discontent would be complete 
without accusations of election 
rigging. Well, where's the 
proof? Everything at that elec
tion happened by the book. Ev
ery member of Parliament 
gained their seat via the proper 
processes. Nothing but democ
racy at its best occurred in those 
chambers. She claims to have 
had backing. Obviously not, if 
she lost. Perhaps the losers of the 
recent election fail to realize that 
it takes a certain skill and a lot 
of stamina to hold a coalition 
together. However, it's very easy 
to get a coalition to act against 
you. It seems as if the latter has 
happened and with a vengeance. 
She also accuses this Parliament 

of treachery and claims that they 
will not stay on and work hard 
for the students, or if they do it's 
because they want to further 
their own interests. Seems like 
a lose/lose situation, huh? How
ever, the statement is fallacious; 
bold, but fallacious. There is 
such a thing called Conflict of 
Interest, which SCG enforces to 
prevent MPs from unethical be
havior. You are not allowed to 
vote on matters directly 'involv
ing your organization. 

I do however, agree with the 
author on one point she makes. 
This one she can at least prove. 
SCG 's job i's a difficult one. All 
MPs work hard and must dedi
cate a good portion of their time, 
and in my opinion, it's worth it. 
However, her assertion that we 
have "meager" resources with 
which to work is fallacious too. 
SCG's resources are far from 
meager. Each year SCG collects 
approximately $700,000,. That's 
nearly 3 quarters of a million 
dollars. Meager indeed. Believe 
me when I tell you, that leaves a 
sizable nest egg in the final 
analysis for spending, responsi
bly of course, by SCG for the 
students it represents. 

So in conclusion, if you've 
read this far, I hope you enjoyed 
yourself, and I apologize for the 
length. But, being this the last 
issue of The Anchor for the year, 
I was not able to segment the 
commentary which probably 
would have been more appropri
ate. The attempt of this com
mentary was to answer some of 
the unanswered questions and to 
put to rest some vicious state
ments and falsehoods which 
have recently circulated. It is my 
sincere hope that the new execu
tive board of SCG, Inc. will 
learn from the mistakes of their 
forefathers and perhaps take 
from those forefathers who 
preached openness, dialogue, 
unity, understanding. It is my 
hope that they will work to
gether along with the new Par
liament to better the interests of 
students at RIC. And most of all, 
I hope they will learn to put 
whatever differences they may 
have, if any, toward each other 
aside for the good of the organi
zation. Abrasive egos are 
counter-productive. And re
member these words of wisdom 
from the great Thomas P. "Tip" 
O'Neil, "From 9-5 you do busi
ness. After 5 o'clock you go 
home and you' re all still 
friends." 

Jay Carreiro 
President, SCG, 94-95; 

Current Student 
Parliament member 

The Anchor 



Only group new Parliament 
members are "specially interested" 

in is the RIC student body. 
Editor, between WXIN, The Anchor, 

and, SCG (Primarily the Finance 
Commission), because I feel that 
they are of great importance. 
Your letter blatantly states that 
"back room deals" have 
occurred, and will continue to 
happen because the new people 
on Parliament are only there to 
further the organizations to 
which they currently belong. 
You are wrong. Dead wrong, 
and in making such a comment 
you have showed that you have 
very a shallow view of student 
activism. The WXIN and 
Anchor members that ran for 
Parliament did so because they 
did not like the way things were 
being done. If you want things 

Why I was fired from 
the Student Union with 

two. weeks to go 
Attention Toni J. Drowne: on 

page 14 of the April 15, 1996 
issue of The Anchor, bottom half 
of the page is an advertisement. 
I don't know if you've seen it, 
but I'll just assume that you 
haven't, (based purely on your 
"Open letter to the college 
community"). Forgive me for 
quoting, .but I really must. "If 
you don't feel Student 
Community Government truiy 
represents your interests, Please 
take out a petition!" Isn't that 
interesting? SCG says that they 
want people to get involved and. 
places an advertisement urging 
people to do so, and you, Toni, 
get upset when it happ~ns. 

I'd like to point a few things 
out to you that you seemed to 
miss in the whole goings on 

.. to e:nange you have to work for 
them; this fact they know well, 
as they come from small student 

organizations that have to fight 
to achieve very high goals every 
year. They are people who fight 
for the things that they believe 
in, and stand behind the things 
that they say. These are the type 
of people that you should be 
happy to see showing an interest 
in Student Government. 
Labeling those students that 
want to get involved as "special 
interest groups" is wrong. I, 
personally, know the people to 
which you refer, and I can tell 
you that the only group that they 
are "specially interested" in is 
the Rhode Island College 
student body. 

Sincerely, 

J. Patsfield 
General Manager, 

WXIN 

Alleged. election rigging 
unf ound-ed and misconstrued 

by Melissa Lawrence 
ANCHOR EDITOR 

Under normal circumstances, 
a simultaneous rebuttal to Toni 
Drowne's letter to the editor 
woulc,l be a violation of editorial 
privilege. However, seeing as 
how Drowne thought it wise to 
publicly post her letter as "an 
open letter to the College 
community," I feel justified in 
making my retort. 

Anchor as she suggests in her 
letter, in fact, aside from her 
performance at the hearings, 
most members of the The 
Anchor-c99ldn't pick her out of 
a police line up. 

was solid, and alas, she 
succeeded in winning the post. 
As far as Chris Harrison and 
Sam Citola's appointments to 
office, there 'is. no evidence 
which suggests that either of 
these hopeful officers-elect will 
do anything but perform their 
jobs with integrity. I imagine 
that Arnie Bergin wo~d have 
done a fine job .as well, but 
unfortunately, things just didn't 
work out that way. 

Editor, 
I would like to present the top 

5 reasons I was fired from the 
Student Union just two weeks 
before the end of the semester. 

#5. I tried to get a computer 
for my department by going to 
Student Community Govern
ment. Last summer I asked the 
Student Union for money to pur
chase a new computer for 
Graphics. I was turned down. So 
I went to Student Community 
Government and with Alan 
Tenreiro, their treasurer, re
worked our agreement so that 
part (25%) of the $6,000 they 
give our department annually 
for art supplies could be used to 
purchase computer equipment. 
Earlier this semester I again 
went to Student Government, 
this time I asked for money to 
purchase a new computer; they 
approved the purchase at $1500. 
The next day Kristen King and 
Mark Paolucci (Director of Stu
dent Activities and the Director 
of the Student Union respec
tively), vetoed the request, say
ing that it made them look bad 
for a student under their super
vision to go outside the Student 
Union for money. I told them I 
was unaware of any problem, 
since all the money came from 
the same place (the students) 
and went to the same place (the 
students), but I apologized and 
assured them I wouldn't do it 
again. They were, after all, my 
bosses. 

#4. I tried to gel a computer 
for my department by making 
money. Their are nine part-time 
designers in the Grap,hics Dept. 
and only two computers, and I 
was determined to get another 
computer for the dept. Since the 
Student Union wasn't giving me 
any money and Student Com
munity Government was off 

limits, I decided Graphics could 
earn the money" for a computer 
on its own. And we did. Graph
ics earned over $1,200 this past 
year, more than it ever has in tl1e 
five years I've worked here·, and 
with the 25% of our budget for 
non-art supplies we had over 
$2,000 to purchase a computer: 
But anytime I tried to get 
Kristen's approval for the pur
chase, I got the run around. I was 
told to submit a written pro
posal, that she would look it 
over and that we would meet 
about it. The semester is O\'.er 
and Graphics still doesn't have 
a new computer. 

#3. I talked to the Anchor 
about the new key system in 
the Student Union building. 
After an article ran in the An
chor in which myself, the head 
of WXIN, and the head of the 
yearbook all expressed unhap
piness with the new, $600 each, 
electronic lock system, Kristen 
King told me that she considered 
my comments a "slap in the 
face" and I showed disloyalty to 
my supervisor and the Student 
Union. 

#2. She considers everyone 
dispensable. In a conversation 
during which I told Kristen of 
my plans to make Graphics 
more self-sufficient, and how I 
saw the potential for the depart
ment to win student awards and 
become a "feather in the 
college's cap." She told me that 
my plans didn't really matter 
because as she put it, "I would 
like to think that I make a dif
ference around here, that with
out me the department wouldn't 
run as well. But the reality is that 
this place could run fine with
out me. Because we are all dis
pensable." 

#1. I wasn't in line with the 
wants and needs of the Stu
dent Union and my supervisor. 
(Official Reason) As expressed 
to me, over the course of the 
year, the wants of the Student 
Union are for the students to do 
their job with an aim towards 
mediocrity. No one can stand
out or excel in a way not ap
proved by Kristen King or Mark 
Paolucci. Don't push for things 
to advance, don't try and change 
things, because there are people 
who have been treading water 
for years and they'll be damned 
if a student is going to make 
waves. I may not be the kind of 
person who gets along with ev
erybody, especially not vacant 
eyed status-quo worshipers like 
Kristen King, but I did my job 
damned well, and she knows it. 
I am not dispensable, never have 
been, never will. By firing me 
at the end of the semester, 
Kristen shows her petty ven
geance. Why fire someone, who 
has done everything you have 
asked him to do, two weeks be
fore the semester is.over? When 
the department's work is done 
and you don't have to deal with 
him anymore, anyway? Could it 
be because Graphic's work is 
done, that since she doesn't need 
me anymore she can just get rid 
of me witho·ut repercussions? 
After all, I'm a student, who can 
I go to that will side with me 
against her? She's been here for 
almost ten years, anq will most 
assuredly be here for another 
hundred; I graduate next week. 
So Kristen assumes victory, but 
she should be warned, I don't 
give up so easily. 

Jacob Saariaho 
Ex-supervisor of the 

Student Union 
Graphics Department 

Drowne's claim that she 
disagreed with my assessment 
that Student Community 
Government was "fetal politics 
at it's best" (The Anchor 4/22/ 
96), I began to suspect that not 
only did she fail to reread my 
commentary, but that she may 
have actually failed to reread her 
own. Anyone who can spend a 
page and a half raving about all 
the dirty deals going between 
Student Community 
Government and the phantom 
"special interest groups" would 
be have to be mad if they then 
tried to suggest that student 
politics are anything but the pre
placental cheese wizz of Capitol 
Hill. 

Contrary to her statement, the 
Parliament elections were not 
fixed. The candidates elect 
awaiting to assume office are all 
worthy students for the job. 
Drowne's attack on the integrity 
of her opponents is unfounded 
and aptly ironic, seeing as how 
this type of campaign slander is 
common in "real politics." The 
achievements made by this 
years Parliamentary body are 
notable. And I am confident that 
the consensus of the student 
community (both the conscious 
and the semi-conscious) is one 
of satisfaction. Certainly, the 
work of outgoing President Julie 
Sylvestri, President elect Tony 
Impagliazzo and even Alan 
Teneiro is worth mention, not to 
mention all the other members 
of Parliament who served terms 
this year. 

Drowne loss in the election to 
Shannon Hinton was not 

And what "favors" are we 
trading? Funny how Drowne 
proudly states that if she decides 
to ·stay with Student 
Government, she will 
immediately take up cause on 
the by-laws committee to make 
sure that big changes, like we've 
seen in Parliament in the last few 
weeks, never happen again. Yup, 
that's. the voice of objectivism, 
commitment and representation 
if I've·ever heard it. I don't see 
the student body at large 
storming the Student Union to 
protest the election resu_lts, so 
who would Toni Drowne really 
be representing? And this is not 

Campus is in need of wider 
spectrum of idea exchange 

In her letter, Drowne 
suggests that the May 1st 
Parliament elections were "an 
eye opening experience." Well, 
such are the ways of the world. 
Drowne's commentary would 
not have struck such a nerve if 
she .had shown the 
professionalism which her 
fellow Parliament members did 
in the weeks following the 
infamous Budget Hearings. 
Drowne did not apologize to The 

"real politics?" • 
because of back room deals. 
Come on, Shannon Hinton in I intend to complete my term Editor, 
any back room? Give me a as a new Parliament member. The International Socialist 
break. The Parliament elections Contrary to Drowne 's Organization has an ideological 
welcomed a number of new commentary, my participation monopoly in The Anchor, as 
voters this time around, and their went beyond the localized: well as on campus. This is, 
impact certainly played a role in details of the election. I'd like however, no fault of their own. 
the election's outcome. Toni Drowne to stand behind her I applaud ISO for making a great 
However, Hinton is allegations and prove to me, a effort to _spread their ideas to 
approachable, confident and concerned student and others and becoming so active 
above all conscientious of her Parliament member that the on campus. The theories of 
responsibility to the students she elections were rigged. ,Rigged Socialism are not only welcome 
represents. Her preelection by what, the results of a popular to be discussed, but are essential 
speech and campaign platform vote? to Ul\derstanding our own 

political beliefs and reinforcing 
them. 

Letters policy clarified Nevertheless, it is unhealthy 
to have only one side of the 
politiqll spectrum expressing 
their ideas. We desperately need 
to have a wide range of ideas, in 
good taste, circulating 
throughout campus. And, these 
ideas have to be respected by the 
body of students in order to have 
a prudent and meaningful 
impact. 

The Anchors policy on Letters to the Editor other writers respond to iL This is the case be
is that no letter will be replied to in that same • cause-the_ letter submitted to The Anchor was 
issue of th~ paper, by a member of the staff or • also di_stributed to.other organizations and in
editorial board. Also, the letter will not be made dividuals on campus late last week. The authors 

• availabletoanyoutsidesourcesforcomm,en • • • _the letter did so !ifter r~ding 
The only comments . e is r they received from other 

\'w,ould,be fn the form o ~r\!, • t .· _ :' '· .: '' , 
• is''only 'used to corr~t \)r, wh y clear: had this letter been 
t th~-author has raised . . _ tio_n ed only to tbis office, no responses 
n:eeds to be ~larified by the EdiU?rial Board any)t. John Valerio 

i i'; On. these pages, a '\ettei:.ap]Xiijts,,~q EXecutive Editor 
f-:~:· -~: -· ~;,~ • -:~.-:f .?-: •• - .;t::~.L:,-. 3-, . -• .. .... . ............. . 
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In the past, we have not seen 
much in the way of 
conservatively written letters or 

commentary. However, I give 
much praise to Kathryn Oeary's 
letter to the editor, which was 
very well written and perfectly 
stated._Personally, I do·not know 
if Kathryn is conservative or not, 
but her letler certainly suggests 
that she is. Her letter addresses 
the problem with our loss of 
community to the materialistic 
lures and philosophical laziness 
of society today. We need to take 
time and reflect· upon of own 
beliefs to help enhance our 
understanding of the world 
around us. If we do not, we will 
continue on this steady course 
towards a society that is shallow 
and unsociable. 

I believe the pro-life 
advertisement in The Anchor 
sparked a poor reaction from 
ISO. Yes, it is their right to 
disagree with the pro-life 
position on abortion, but to paint 
it as "disgusting" is going a bit 
too far. The advertisement was 
in very good taste, reflecting 
heart-warming stories and 

interesting facts. Being pro-life 
myself, I found it to be very 
refreshing and informative; 
perhaps it changed the_ heart of 
someone who was pro-choice. 
To deny that advertisement from 
being published would be an 
injustice to pro-life students, as 
well as keeping a balance of pro
life and pro-choice ideas. That 
is why I think their has been a 
flurry of letters_ 10 the editor 
regarding this mailer. 

Hopefully, this may spark 
more conservatively-prone 
students to write lo The Anchor. 
The voices of the Socialists are 
being heard loud and clear. Now 
it is the time for others to join in 
and share the freedom of speech. 
We should not wait for the 
reaction of others to express our 
ideas. Rather, we should take 
advantage of expressing our 
views to others. 

Gregory H. DePardo 
From the Right 
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Seinfeld special about 
30 minutes too long 

Rock's 
1,000.,000 
pack-a-day 

habit 
by Michael Messier 

STAFF WRITER 

On Thursday, May 2, I saw 
one of the worst episodes of 
Seinfeld ever. Yeah, it could 
have been worse, but this really 
was annoying. A show that once 
delivered endless pleasure had 
turned sour, like milk left out in 
the sun. Allow me to explain. 

First we must realize this was 
an hour long episode. Now, 
Seinfeld's a great sitcom but no 
sitcom has ever survived (that I 
can think of) using a one hour 
format week after week. One 
hour episodes are saved for 
holiday episodes, wedding 
episodes and those giddy 
flashback episodes that some 
shows, like F amity Ties, breathe 
on their last few years. Even 
serious sitcoms like M*A *S*H 
and All in the Family stuck to 
the half-hour format, saving 
longer story lines for two or three 
parters. The famous tag line "to 
be continued ... " tells us that the 
sitcom has failed to solve 
everyone's problems in thirty 
minutes, tune in next week and 
we'll see what we can do. Like 
good puppies, we are rewarded 
with the biscuit of solution after 
patiently begging for the whole 
week. 

So, who the hell does Jerry 
Seinfeld think he is breaking 
with convention? The episode I 
saw last night was absurd, as 
Seinfeld always is, but truly 
unfunny, as Seinfeld hardly ever 
is. Even the laughttax seemed 
restrained. Why did the show 

fail? Allow me to explain. 
The episode had four main 

plot lines. First, Elaine , Jerry's 
ex now just platonic girlfriend, 
was to go to a John F. Kennedy 
auction on behalf of her boss and 
bid as high as $10,000 for a set 
of golf clubs. Elaine brought her 
steady date, Jerry, along to the 
affair and the two confronted a 
snobby woman who had words 
with them. I guess I've must 
have not seen some Must See 
TV as I had ho idea if this 
woman was a recurring 
character. As could be expected, 
this woman auctioned against 
Elaine, who finally won the 
bidding with a bid of $20,000. 
Now the hijinks can begin, 
right? Wrong. 

Then my personal favorite, 
George Castanza, got into a bind 
with his boss. George was given 
a huge "project" by his boss, but 
doesn't know what it is because 
his boss was in the restroom 
when the assignment was given. 
Jerry asks George why he 
doesn't simply ask his boss what 
the heck the assignment was, but 
George can't (for the sake of 
comedy) bring himself to do that 
as he's already been chastized 
for not listening. George spends 
the rest of the hour searching for 
clues as to what "his project" is. 

In an interesting setup, 
Kramer and Neuman- who I 
always see as just a poor man's 
George- get into a big scheme 
concerning returning bottles in 
Michigan which pays ten cents 
instead on New York's five. In 
one of the funniest moments last 

night , Neuman believes the 
consumer has to pay to have his 
bottles recycled not the other 
way around. Kramer asks him 
what he thought hobo's were 
doing. "They're physcopaths" 
he responds. 

Now with all this commotion, 
our hero Jerry needs an angle. 
Normally, the show would just 
have some bimbo with some 
type of nuerosis pursue the 
comedian, but this week Jerry 
has car trouble thanks to Kramer 
and Neuman placing groceries 
under his hood. Jerry engages in 
a power struggle with his 
mechanic, who eventually 
kidnaps Jerry's car which now 
has JFK's $20,000 golf clubs in 
the backseat. More 
predictainents. 

The show seemed to move at 
even a faster pace than usual, 
odd considering the extra half
hour. The long, ridiculous 
circulur conversations that I love 
between George and Jerry were 
nil in existen<ce and importance. 
Kramer's wild inturruptions 
through Jerry's front door were 
also markedly absent. Now I 
know breaks from tradition can 
be exciting, such as the 
infamous parking lot episode, 
but this show was discoherent. 
The characters were all off in 
their own worlds with not much 
connecting them. 

Late in the show, Kramer and 
Neuman are on their Michigan 
fantastic voyage, when Kramer 
spots Jerry's car driven by the 
mechanic. Now Kramer is 
usually self-centered but he 

Save the 
rainforest 

l111agine in,pacting the 
erivironment in a 

positive \Nay, 
and. getting paid for it. 

What a concept. 

Environmental 
company needs 

p·assionate, friendly 
people to 

share our vision in 
East Providence. 
Call 434-HUG1, 

ext. 8. 
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drpps off all the cans, bottles and 
eventually Neuman in an effort 
to lessen the weight of the truck 
and catch the culprit mechanic. 
Neuman finds himself at a 
farmer's house who is very 
hospitable but warns "Don't 
touch my daughter." The 
country vixen is enamored with 
the portly Neuman, supporting 
the theory that Seinfeld is a way 
to make Jerry and his friends 
feel like studs. C'mon, 
Neuman? When a nun fell in 
love with Kramer, it was funny, 
but this is beginning to be too 
much of an ego rub. 

The glory of a sitcom comes 
from heavy personalities 
confined to a small area 
interrelating with each other. I 
cite Gilligans Island and 
Whoops! as examples. Seinfeld 
is becoming too big for it's own 
good, the writers are trying to 
show us the individual lives of 
each character. We don't really 
need Neuman, let alone a 
Neuman love scene. A show like 
Friends works because the 
characters stay in those two 
apartments and Central Perk. 
The Cosby Show went for 
months with out leaving the 
comfy Huxtable compound. The 
Brady Bunch often had entire 
episodes without a non-family 
member, excluding Alice. 
Sometimes Sam was their only 
link to the outside world. 

In the future, Seinfeld would 
be wise to stick with what got 
him to the dance: tightly wound 
shows about daily obsure 
annoyances like the Soup Nazi 
and your girlfriends strange rash 
creme, instead of far-fetched 

by Benjamin Jones ages to share, why this dirty, 
ANCHOR CONTRIBUTOR filthy habit? Why are popular 

musicians linked by a chin of 

"But he can't be a man/ coffin nails? 
'Cause he doesn't smokellhe You may point out that 
same cigarettes as me." The rockers are not exactly 

L].£l (I 
Rolling Stones chairpersons in general. True, 

''I'm so tired, I'll have but there are a lot of vices to 
anothercigarrette/AndcurseSir choose from. For one to 
Walter Raleigh he was such a predominate so totally, there 
stupid git. " The Beatles must be larger forces at work. 

"Time smokes a cigarrette." The addictive personalities 
David Bowie theory won't hold up either. 

"Smoke a cigarrette and lie Look at REM. They've never 
some more/Cuz conversation had any apparent problems with 
kills. " Stone Temple Pilots alcohol or illegal drugs. They 

"And what it all comes down haven't blown all their royalty 
tolls that I haven't got it figured checks on underage whores. 
out just yet/Cause I've got one Dick Gregory has never had to 
hand in my pocket/And the other tell them, "You don't need the 
is flicking a cigarrette. " Alanis fudgicles, man. The strength is 
Morrissette all in you." And yet Michael 

Rock 'n' Roll Heaven is 
difficult place to picture, but we 
know one thing, the smoking 
section is enormous, and the 
non-smoking section is tiny. It 
would be even smaller but for 
the fact that Elvis likes to 
practice karate there. Other than 
him, it's basically just Karen 
Carpenter and Boogie Down 
Productions' Scott La Rock. 

Stipe has been described as a 
chain smoker in several articles. 
Interesting. My theory is this: 

episodes like last week's It will continue like this for 
disaster. We don't need to know the foreseeable future, as 
every character trait of Jerry, straight edge punks will flock to 
George, Kramer and Elaine, all non-smoking, of course. So will 
we need to make us chuckle is Jonathan Richman and 
them yelling and screaming at Morrissey, far as I know. But 
each other in their predictable they will be dwarfted by the 
but lovable manners. Leave the huffing, puffing legions of the 
circus to the flying arrow . lit-up. 

Where does rock 'n' roll come 
from? The blues. Also, a little 
from country. Now, many of the 
early legends iri these forms did 
hard ti e. (LeadBelly, for 
example.) Others jumped 
railway cars. Some undoubtedly 
did both. So. when music 
ultimately a rises from the 
culture of prisoners and hoboes, 
it's only natural that their 
economy is transferred to it. 
Said economy being based on ... 

The next time you hear a band 
interviewed on the radio, and 
you hear that the singer's voice 
has a husky rodeo clown quality 
despite the fact that he sings like 
a eunuch (this means you, Axl), 
you'll at least know why. 

woman, Jerry, just give us our Why should this be? Of all the 

bread. things for rock stars through the 

WEl(OffiE 
TO THE RAT RA(E. 

B~T WE EAT WEl[ 

We salute the Rhode Island College class of 1996. Celebrate your graduation with 
dinner and drinks in Providence's most festive restaurant. For reservations, call 621-8888. 
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The A.G's and Sinkhole: quality summer 
cookout music for you and your loser friends 
by Ted Rao 

ANCHOR EDITOR 
otherwise. 

Indeed, throughout my tenure 
as keeper of the second to last 
page of the Anchor (usually), I 
have spoken out against certain 
bands that were covered over the 

majorityoffansfromthecurrent possess the entire A.G's back Ulrich in the album's excellent 
scene, lose to bands that were catalog on one economical punk liner notes, an.d they soon broke 
supported by "special interest rock unit. Why, you ask? up as a result of inner-band 
groups," groups such as big Because it's one of the best conflicts and otherwise general 
record companies and albums ever. Few bands have frustration. Minus Brosnan as 
professional, back-scratching ever really captured the singer, the remaining members 
promoters. You might contend Descendants-meets-the Knack- later formed Sinkhole, who just 
that that's part of democracy, meets-Motley Crue-meets the released their new LP, entitled 

Forward, or Tom's Tracks, and 
uhh ... well, / happen to think 
that the average citizen would 
benefit greatly from sending 
three bucks to this address: 
Ringing Ear Records, 9 
Maplecrest, Newmarket, NH, 
03857-1401... because said 

Last issue of the semester, 
RIC community! I really 
shouldn't be writing this now; 
instead, I should be studying, 
but my undying commitment to 
you, the beloved member of the 
RIC student body, puts petty 

semester- thereby incurring their 
wrath. I voiced my punk rock 
constituent's concerns about 
these crappy bands, and how 

But clearly, I know better. Angry Samoans-sound as well Core Sampler, also on Ringing citizen would then look in his/ 
(Umm, that was a poor as these guys did during their Ear Records. The sound of her/it'smailboxsometimeinthe 

attempt at local satire, and relatively short existence, from Sinkhole is basically like The near future and find a CD 
Swift-esquesocialcommentary. around 1987 to 1991. In that A.G's, maybe not quite so 
If it made zero sense to you time they recorded several EP's sophomoric with a little touches. 
when you just read it, don't on various labels, then following of Superchunk thrown into the 
worry. It made even less sense a 15,000 mile cross-country trek mix. Basically the same deal, 
to me the first time around). of the United States with then- only now they seem to have 

Moving on, I'm going to tell unknowns NOFX, recruited one moved beyond writing tunes 
you about one of the greatest Tommy Brosnan to tale over like "I Like Boobs" or 
pop-punk bands that the world lead vocals in replacement of the "Whippits." Now, whether that's 
has ever produced. They came departed Bryan Mussulman (if a good idea or not will depend 

concerns like my grade point terrible certain aspects of them out of the great state of New that's his real last name, then our your point of view. I 
average at the back of the bus. were. I later apologized to these Hampshire, and pretty much he's pretty cool), thus recording personally prefer the A.G's 
Yes! Let it be known here and groups for being too brutal in didn't get recognized until they their amazing Circus Berzerkus brand of snotty pop-punk over 
nowthatlhavenothingbutthe suchapublicforum. Yetdidthey were long gone; isn't that LP on Forefront Records. One Sinkhole's more grown up 
absolute best intentions of the get wiped off the face of the always the way? Yes, that's more our was attempted, yet approach, yet they're both great 
RICcommunityatlargewhenI planet? Did they-stop making right, I'm talking about the unfortunatelyfortheA.G's,they listens, as are Sinkhole's other 
formulate my now horrible music? Most A.G's! Current guitarist for made more splashes than dents releases, such as their Groping 
internationally renowned band importantly,didtheclubowners Sinkhole, ex-member of the in the punk scene of the day. forTrout andSpaceFreak LP's, 
rant, and at no time do I or any take heed of my concerns and A.G's and head of Ringing Ear "We came to the realization that and their excellent Donkey EP, 
members ofmy entourage (both stop booking them, therefore Records, Jon Clark has recently no matter how hard we tried, or also on Ringing Ear, which 
ofthem)submitourselvestoany giving my ears a break? compiled the band's how bad we wanted things to contains an excellent cover of 

entitled Flex Your Specs: The 
Ringing Ear Records Sampler 
sitting there, just waiting to be 
played, enjoyed, trusted and 
treasured. It's an eleven-song 
disc with tracks from various 
bands on the Ringing Ear roster, 
including such notables as then 
aforementioned Sinkhole and 
the A.G.'s, Doc Hopper, New 
Sweet Breath, Bender, and 
Huffy. To quote Eddie Murphy 
from one of his various comedy 
albums: "Wotta Bargain!" It 
allows you to ... test the waters, 
perhaps? Personally, I think that 
it's great that there's a label that 
services bands from all over, yet 
is based in New England. Yeah. 

sort of smoke filled, shady Hmmphh ! 1 watched as the discography onto a single CD, work out, it just wasn't going to Eddie Money's "I Think I'm In Have a summer, and if it at 
backroom exchanges of sexual bands who had the best songs entitledThisEarthSucks,sothat happen for the A.G's," stated Love."Allreleasesareavailable all behooves you, you might 
favors, male, female or and stage presence, and had the you, the almighty consumer, can Clark and bassist Thatcher at either In Your Ear, Fast care to support the scene! 

If your girlfriend reads this column, marry her tonight 
by Michael Messier 
STAFF WRITER 

on all three of their oppenents. 
They won the memorial "Bruis
er Brody/Mad Dog tag team of 

So how'd you like my column the week" award for their sick
last week? Pretty informative, ening savagery. Kimona Wanna-

huh? Lots of information, load
ed with commentary. Those 
nudie pictures of the lovely Miss 
Elizabeth do it for ya? Thought 
so. 

Well, like Hulk Hogan's hair, 
that column has seemingly dis
apeared. Lost somewhere in cy
berspace with Lance Von Erich 
and Yukon Erich's ear, last 
week's Foreign Object bad a 
grand total of an audience of 
one- me. Well, at least I enjoyed 
it. 

Last week, I informed myself 
and the computer that Brian Pill
man had gotten into a severe car 
accident, Goldust had blown out 
a knee in Germany, and Vader 
had suffered a burst eardrum 
also in Germany. Pillman was 
on the critical list but has appar
ently improved. Goldust was 
able to appear at In Your House 
on April 28 and was quickly 
counted out against the Ultimate 
Warrior. Vader pinned Razor 
Ramon in what is reported to be 
a "very competive match," sur
prising because that was Ra
mon's rumored last WWF match 
before an upcoming switch to 
wcw. 

leya won the lovely Ms. Eliza
beth honorable "Fall to the Mat" 
award for getting shoved down 
by Raven when the exotic beau
ty tried to save Beluah McGilli
cutty from suffering the first in 
the ring abortion at the hands of 
Raven. Wannaleya also won 
"Outfit of the week" for her 
nicely absent red string bikini. 

Speaking ofWannaleya (any 
excuse to print that name), I saw 
a lookalike of her today at RIC 
wearing a very nice red skirt. 
Add her to the Big Daddy Fool 
and Kevin Von Erich already at 
this school, and we could have 
one hell of a wrestling costume 
party! 

Allrighty then space cadets, 
back to business. Shawn 
Michaels beat Diesel to retain 
the WWF title at IYH, but my 
sources from Britain report trou
ble with the "klique." It seems 
the journey was more fun than 
the arrival for Michaels' fans as 
many have lost interest in the 
"Boy Toy." (Is he a toy for boys, 
or a toy that is a boy?) It seems 
a lot ofWWF fans now feel Bret 
Hart got jobbed out of the 
WWF title at WrestleMania 12. 

Last week, I didn't tell you Hart went the one hour time lim
that Shane Douglas, Tommy it in the marathon match with 
Dreamer and The Sandman had neither wrestler scoring a pin. 
one helluva brawl against Raven Now, according to WWF house 
and the Harris Brothers on ECW show tradition, a marathon 
Wrestling, seen on Channel 23 match ending in a draw goes to 
at 11 p.m. Tuesdays. Douglas overtime, that is the first wres
and company won the match tler to score a fall wins the match 
when "The Franchise" Douglas and the title. This of course, is 
allowed Sandman to get "split- in direct contrast to old NWA 
eagled" on the turnpost by the tradition which didn't allow ti
Harris boys and instead took an tie changes to occur in overtime 
easy pin on the gout ridden periods (Butch Reed among oth
Raven. For this act of intelli- ers would have been champ it 
gence, I gave Douglas the "Mad they did allow such title chang
Dog Wrestler of the Week" es). Anyway, Hart continued the 
award. After the match, the Har- fight and fell victim to Shawn's 
ris boys went crazy, delivering "sweet chin music" superkick. 
big boots to the face onto chairs Now fans are rallying behind the 
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broken Hart, saying he's still the 
real champ. 

Vince must be smashing his 
head against the walls in Titan 
Tower. These fans squell like the 
fat guy in Deliverance for 
Shawn to win the title, then 
when he does, it's suddenly not 
(big daddy) cool. Well, expect a 
rematch between Shawn and 
Brett with Brett regaining at 
SummerSlam unless the British 
Bulldog gets the job done first. 
The Bulldog, who happens to be 
Bret's real life brother in-law as 
Bulldog is married to Diana Hart 
Smith, started a feud with 
Shawn at IYH by claiming 
Shawn made sexual advances to 
the lovely Ms. Diana. Bulldog, 
Diana and manager Jim Cor
nette confronted Shawn on 
Monday Night Raw the next 
night, which ended in a brawl. I 
can see the WWF easily flipping 
Shawn to heel and Bulldog to 
face in this feud, as those are the 
roles the two men are most com
fortable with anyway. How can 
you really boo Davey Boy 
Smith anyway? Don't you re
member Winston and Mathilda, 
how cute they were? 

Also on Raw, Sunny came out 
to ringside and distracted the 
Godwins and the New Rockers 
in a match where the winning 
team was supposed to ge;t a title 
shot with Sunny's team the Bod
dydonnas. Well, no winner, no 
title match! Sunny gets this 
weeks "manager of the week" 
and "POA of the week" awards. 

In other riveting WWF news, 
Fatu is on the verge of turning 
bad and rejoining Samu and 
Tonga Kid in a Headshriker/SST 
reunion. Steve Austin will de
grade himself by fighting Savio 
Vega in a strap match at the next 
In Your House. There was a ru
mor that the IYH pay-per-view 
would soon be on USA for free, 
but no signs of this nappening 
right now. 

Now onto WCW where the 
big news, literally McMahon, is 
that The Giant pinned Ric Flair 
on Nitro to win the WCW World 
Title. Jimmy Hart manages the 
Giant meaning Hart has now 
managed three WCW champs: 

Flair, the Giant , and the great 
white tiger, Hulk Hogan. After 
winning the belt, the Giant gave 
a very Andresque interview, 
challenging anyone and every
one to fight him. It probably 
won't be Hogan, who's going to 
take most of the summer off to 
make a new film hopefully not 
Mr:. Nanny Again. Look for 
Sting to dethrone the Giant at 
Battlebowl, WCW's next ppv. 

Battlebowl features those cra
zy mixed up tag teams facing 
each other in wild and predict
able matches. Look for the Pub
lic Enemy to dethrone Chris 
Benoit and Kevin Sullivan, Lex 
Luger and Road Warrior Hawk 
to beat Road Warrior Animal 
and Booker T, and Eddie Guer
roro and Arn Anderson to upset 
Ric Flair and Randy Savage. 
Flair will most likely turn 
against Savage causing him to 
be pinned by Arn or Eddie. May
be Eddie will use this as an op
purtunity to join the Four Hores
men becoming the first minori
ty Horesmen. Flair, Anderson, 
Guerroro, and Benoit? Hey, it's 
better than Terry "don't call me 
chicken" Taylor. 

Brad Armstrong is reported to 
have won the cruiserweight 
championship tournament. Con
gratulations, Brad. Kevin "Ev
ery other AFC team loses the 
SuperBowl, why shouldn't 
we" Greene of the Pittsburgh 
Steelers and Steve "yeah, I'm 
Shawn Michaels" McMichaels 
are scheduled to face Ric Flair 
and a partner to be named at the 
June ppv Great American Bash 
from Baltimore. Look for 
Greene to make Flair submit to 
a figure four, followed soon by 
Flair's "retirement." Read: a 
switch to the WWF. 

Now on to the mail files ... I 
have a grand total of one letter 
here, so due to default, I'll print 
it. 
Dear Mad Dog, 

How could you make fun of 
Hulk Hogan's thinning hair? 
Male pattern balding is a seri
ous problem that affects many 
men, including some of the fac
ulty members here at RIC. 

To make it up to him, I think 

you should write a column about 
all of his great accomplish
ments. You can talk about his 
won-loss record; he did beat 
Andre the Giant. He was only 
pinned fairly by one man, the 
Ultimate Warrior, the second 
greatest wrestler of all time. Per
sonally, I think Hulk let him win, 
he wanted to be nice to a con
fused man who wears makeup. 

Two things: who is this Raven 
guy, does he wrestle on public 
access? And I've never heard of 
Ric Flair, is he supposed to be 
good? 

Finally, how can you pick on 
someone who had such cruel 
parents; they named him Hulk. 
Think of all the teasing he had 
to endure when he lived in Ven
ice Beach. Please don't pick on 
him any more. 

Hulkamania Forever, 
Marky Mark Bollea 

Well Mark, I could make fun 
of Hogan's hair or lack thereof 
in a number of ways. I could 
laugh about it's color which 
swithces regularly from white, 
to off-white, to orangey white. I 
could laugh that he has more of 
that strangley colored haic now 
than he did ten years ago. I could 
have a hearty chuckle that the 
official WCW dolls potray the 
mini-Hulk with a headband ... 
anatomically correct dolls 
would be an embarrassment. 

Hogan's great accomplish
ments? Okay, how about how he 
crushed the neck of the fearsome 
Richard Belzer, that wily come
dian and star of Homocide, in 
1985 a few weeks before Wres
tleMania 1? How about when 
Hogan told Arsenioooooo .... 
Hall that he never did steroids 
only to admit that he did in fact 
use them a few years later at 
McMahon's steroid trial. How 
about the time he called the 
WWF World Title a stepping
stone to the Japanese IWGP ti
tlewhile he was WWF champi
on. Of course, this can be ex
cused because Hogan was in 
Japan at the time and he didn't 
want to offend those mighty Jan
panese. (Did somebody say 
World War 2?) Hulk Hogan-

Real American. "No, no, no, no, 
no, no, no, no. That's dedicated 
to Mike Rotundo and Barry 
Windham." I am a Real Ameri
can, fi-gti,l for the rice of All-Ja
pan. 

As far as the Ultimate Law
yer, enjoy him while you can. 
He'll be back in Arizona faster 
than Public Enemy (the rap 
group not the formerly cool 
ECW tag team). Raven is the 
current ECW World Champion 
not to be confused with Draven 
who wrestles for the NEWA on 
Rhode Island Public Access. 
Mark, you might remember 
Raven as Johnny Polo, the man
ager of the Quebecers, three
time WWF tag team champions. 

As far as Ric Flair being as 
good as your precious Hulkster 
let me offer this analogy. Ric 
Flair is spending the day with 
the girl of your dreams with a 
wallet stuffed with cash, and a 
car full of gas. Hulk Hogan is 
having diarrea all day with a 
plugged up toilet. 

Finally, I do sympathize with 
Hogan's childhood. I can't 
imagine being the half-brother 
of Brutus Beefcake, er excuse 
me, the Booty Man. I guess 
Hogan takes out all his hostili
ties on bullies like Vader and 
Belzer. By the way, the Hulkster 
was recently accused of sexual 
harassment. I guess he had one 
of those giant foam fingers 
somewhere it shouldn't be. 
Thanks Mark. 

Well since I got jobbed last 
week, this week the column 
goes on forevor! Now here's the 
first of what I hope is many Live 
Wrestling Reports ... 

On Saturday, April 27 at the 
Johnson and Wales Culinary 
Gym, the New England Wres
tling Alliance stormed into town 
and tore the roof off the joint. It 
seemed to be about one hundred 
fifty there, and the crowd was 
an older wrestling educated 
group. The Triprider wrestled a 
scrub in the first match and de
livered the $27,000,000 move, 
a Rocker dropper which "para
lyzed" his opponent. Then Bad-

See OBJECT, page 8 

May 6, 1996 7 



If your gir-lfriend reads this column, mar·ry her tonight 
OBJECT, Thrasher defended their NEWA this on a conspiracy of the other lour as his new manager but I A radio and wrestling match 

continued from page 7 tag team cahmpionship. against two teams. Billy and Thrasher told him he'd have to get a de- took place earlier in the night 

boy Billy and Thrasher came in two teams; the Original Gang- went on to pin El Diablo and cision over Morgan first. No between Kix 106 and 92 Pro Fm. 

and attacked the ref and Triprid- stas and Draven and El Diablo. retain the belts. After the match, wimps allowed. This was a big brawl with just 

er. The stage had been set for a Three heel teams in an anything I threw up the ECW set which The biggest loser in NEWA, about everyone at ringside. 

night of extreme wrestling. goes, elimination "extreme" angered Draven. He invited me this huge fat guy lost to Gor- Some crazy old,,Fritz Von Erich 

Next was a midget high chair match. The highlight was when into the ring for an impromtu geous Gino Giavanni when the looking guy was on the 106 

match between former partners Bill smashed O.G. Old Dog's interfederational brawl. Now Reverend, the fat guys manager team and he kept beating up 

Tiny the Terrible (face) and head into a baby's leg! The Draven, you'll have to wait your turned on him and joined Gino. Gorgeous Gino. Gino, for some 

Half-Nelson (heel). These are mother of the baby was irate and turn. First I have to get rid of The huge fat guy joined the bat- reason, kept getting "egged" by 

the best midgets in the business began threatning the Kevin Lee Roth. tie royal later in the night when the 106 people. Hey, I thought 

and their match was an all out NEWA promoters! Hey, this is In the main event, Jim "the two-thirds the field was already this was the North. 

war! Nelson is especially enter- pro wrestling not Kinder Kare. Anvil" Neidhart was pinned by eliminated. Tough man all of a Antonio Adams also success-

tianing, much better than any Leave the brats at home! Morgan the Maniac, the NEWA sudden! No, I can't remember fully held onto the TV title by 

Oink. After a brutal war where Old Dog used my Pepsi can champion. This match really the huge fat guys name, it was beating the Pretty Boy. How 

the high chair was used wonder- to sma~h Draven in the head, sucked as it was nothing but probably the Deadweight, or the come all Pretty Boys in wres-

fully, Nelson put Tiny in the crutches and chairs were used, kicks and punches. Neidhart has Fat Lard or something appropri- tling are really damn ugly? Ad-

chair, ending the battle. Long basically this was an ECW qua!- lost some weight and looked ate. Yes, the fat guy won the bat- ams had a goofy Vietnam guy 

live the midgets! ity brawl. The Original Gangstas good in his hot fuscia Anvil tie royal last eliminating Gino. manager who should be dropped 

Later, the match of the night ·were the first ones eliminated pants. He tried to recruit me as Those two then brawled for a from the NEW A. 

took place as Blacktop Billy and and O.G. Hollywood blamed his new partner and Johnny Ve- while. After the matches , I was able 

isoo X-treme Fun 
Coll.ege Incentive 
.. -· ___ ,, _______________ ... . . . ------- I 

Plus, 2 Year Fre~:-R!d~--Toyota: Auto 9_~Fe
1 I t .. 

Available to all College Students! 
If you're a college student with the ambition to pursue X-treme fun, you can receive a $500 Certificate 
good toward the purchase or lease of any new 1996 or 1997 Toyota.3 

Plus 2-Year Free-Ride Toyota Auto Care1 which includes 24 hour Roadside Assistance, 
Oil Changes & Inspections. Eligible college graduates also get added incentives including No Money 
Down financing or a Lease with No Security Deposit required.2 

But don't wait...this limited offer ends September 30, 1996! 

Call our toll-free number or visit our web site today to obtain your free $500 X-treme Fun College 
Incentive Certificate. 

Choose from a wide selection of any new 
models including . .. 

COROLLA CAMRY 

Beyond the elementary 
in Toyota quality. 

Sporty yet pragmatic 
p~rformance. 

or "College" 
http://www.toyota.com/college 

1996 or 1997 Toyota 

""TEnC:EL 

Dean's List for youthful 
function & styling. 

®TOYOTA 

ti#i½J 

Toyota Auto Care Term covers the first 5 regularly scheduled oil changes and inspections in your Owner's Manual Supplement Routine Maintenance Log. 
ers through the Toyota Motor Credit Corporation: 1) Graduate, within the nex1 six months. from an accredited four-year college, university, or registered nursing degree program; graduate from an accredited 

r college; or be enrolled in an accredited graduate degree program. In all cases, you have one year from receipt of your degree to take advantage of the program. 2) Acquire a verifiable job offer that will begin 

within 120 days of your purchase. with a salary sufficient to cover ordinary living expenses and vehicle payments. 3) Show proof of insurability. 4) Have no adverse credit history. See your participating Toyota dealer for 

details. Similar program available in AL, FL. GA, NC & SC thru World Omni Financial Corp .. Not available in HI. 
3 $500 incentive is available with any other Toyota offer. Simply call f-800-GO-Toyota and ask for "College" to receive your certificate. Offer is valid on the purchase or lease of any new 1996-1997 Toyota vehicle and ends 

September 30, 1996. ©1996 Toyota Motor Sales, U.S.A .. Inc. 
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to talk to a few of the wrestlers. 
I had a great interview with Hol
lywood of the Original Gangstas 
which I would like to publish in 
some forum in it's entirety. Per
haps in the summer edition of 
the anchor. Hollywood had 
some "extreme" statements 
about pro wrestling and these 
statements deserve concentra
tion and consideration which I 
cannot deliver right now in my 
current state of mind. Don't 
worry, Hollywood.'.. you're 
voice will be heard_ Ah, I just 
remembered, Hollywood's part
ner Old Dog retiµned· under a 
mask and lost a match to Bat
tlestar. These guys flew Miste
rio style! For this, I give wres
tler of the week to Old Dog, for 
his pulling a Mad Dog ... wres
tling three matches in a night. 
Tag Team of the Week? Sunny,
of course. 

I also spoke to Blacktop Bil
ly who basically threatened me 
when I asked him where he'd 
like to wrestle next. I suggested 
Billy try to hook up with Col. 
Rob in WCW but Billy insisted 
he's happy with Thrash in 
NEWA. Hey, they're right... 
when you wear the ten ounces 
of felt, why wrestle anywhere 
else? 

Well, allow me to open real 
wide and thank some people 
who helped make the Foreign 
Object the number one weekly 
(sometimes) pro wrestling col
umn in the Anchor. First , thanks 
to John and Jim for their accep
tance of the column. Al~o thanks 
to "Cannibal" who encouraged 
me early in the game with his 
Jimmy Snuka stories. Thanks to 
MOTS, Amazin Jay, The Brit
ish One· and anyone else who 
provided me with information 
about wrestling I might have 
used in the column. Thanks to 
the wrestling hardcores the Four 
Horesmen who know what time 
it is. Thanks to PLWs Tom De
gnan and Maniacal Mark for let
ting me, Johnny Velour and Kill
er into their league giving me 
"the insider's edge." Thanks to 
Ted, Eric and the rest of the An
chor that taught me how to use 
these damn computers (they did 
an xecelletnjbo). Alright, allow 
me to spit. Thank you, the read
ers for your undying support! 

Alright, one last plug for 
Power League Wrestling. We 
are on the Interconnect Sundays 
at 10:30 a.m. and Wednesdays 
at 2:30 p.m. Our next two shows 
are on June 9 and June 28. Both 
shows cost only three dollars! 
The first show is at the North 
Providence Boys and Girls Club 
and will benefit that worthy 
charity. Already scheduled is a 
title defense for champ Amazin 
Jay and a dog collar retirement 
match between Kevin Lee Roth 
and yours truly. Kevin and I 
have a lot of unfinished busi
ness, watch me tear into his owl 
loving soul with that bloody 
chain! In fact, I guarantee 
BLOOD on the 9th! The 28th 
show is Powerfest, the annual 
SuperBowl of PLW. It will ben
efit the Cranston fireworks com
mitee. For more info on that 
show, watch PLW or better yet 
atten~ the show on the 9th. Not 
only will you get to see a world 
title match and find out more on 
Powerfest, you'll get to see the 
end of a truly mediocre career... 
Kevin Lee Roth's. 

That's all for now and re
member wrestling is real, life is 

Jake! 

Mad Dog Mike Messier sign
ing off .... 
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by James Braboy 
MANAGING EDITOR 

''Learn the words, you might 
sing this" 

Tuesday 
May 7 

What a fun week this will be: 
finishing up those papers, 
cramming for exams and for you 
dorm students, packing up and 
getting out of this place. Not like 
we'll miss you, but hey, we'll 

on over to Club Babyhead for 
Mutual Kind, Bodice Ripper, 
and Ian Faith. Kind of cheap, 
only 4 duckets and hey you'll 
have some money leftover for 
donuts and frozen yogurt, 
yummy! "What Time is it?" 
Morris Day & Time jams it up 
at The Strand (79 Washington 
St.; 272-0444) hardcore 
TAFKAP fans will enjoy seeing 
if it's the original lineup. What 
you didn't see Purple Rain. Well 
that movie only scratched the 

Bloodloss will be at the Met Cafe 
on Tuesday night. 
leave the lights on, ok. 

Tonight make yourself walk 
or run. Or maybe just jump in a 
friends car. The go to The Met 
Cafe (130Union St.; 861-2142). 
Why, you may ask? Well, 
besides gening a great view of 
City Hall and Haven Brothers 
you can check out the sounds of 
Bloodloss (with Mark from 
Mudhoney). $5 is the price 
unless they decide to inflate it. 
Over at The Living Room (23 
Rathbone St.; 621-1547/521-
5200) Energy with DJ Venom 
(he likes coffee with a lot of 
sugar I think) and Myth. Go ~d 
make it last. Become one with 
the floor, the wall, and he who's 
hair is still of the two colors. Hey 
Jerry, we love you man. (No, 
you are not getting his B** 
Lite.) speaking of Jerry Live 
Dead happens at The Call ( 15 
Elbow St.; 421-7170/421-7241). 
Go ahead, it's a groovy 
experience. And here is 
something that I may check out: 
Crazy Ladies Night at the 
Ocean Mist (895 Matunuck 
Beach Rd.; 782-3740). Just the 
whole theme can make you 
wonder. Almost forgot this 
show. At Lupo's (239 
Westminster St.; 272-5876) 
Sunvolt illuminates the stage 
with Gillian Welch price for 
this one is $8. 

Travel to Newport this 
evening. At Salve Regina 
University (Cecilia Hall; 847-
6650 ext.1283) the Newport 
County String Orchestra will 
give a Spring Concert at 7:30 
p.m. 

Wednesday 
May 8 

Woo Hahl I got you all in 
check. Yeah, I can only take so 
much of that particular Busta 
Rhymes song. But hey, it's 
music isn't it. 

Tonight step on down around 
the comer from PPAC and stroll 
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surface of Morris Day's talents. 
Tickets are $15.50 in advance. 
Over at The Met Cafe it's The 
Meteors with Candy 
Snatchers. $6 for that show. 
Lupo's brings the volume up 
with three bands. Local H, 
Limblifter, and Stanford 
Prison Experiment. $5 is the 
cheap price ok. 

Thursday 
May 9 

Today point your web 
browser to URL http:// 
www.atlantic-records.com/ 
Junior _MAFIA/fulton.html. 
It's a site that takes you on a 
mission observing a particular 
music group. Check it out and 
follow the links if you can find 
them. It's a clever set up. 

This afternoon check out the 
Waterfront Business Expo in 
blissful East Greenwich. 
(Water St.; 885-0020). There 
will be free business seminars 
and business after hours. It's 
being hosted by the Blue Parrot 
Cafe and Harbourside 
Lobstermania. 

Tonight at The Met Cafe it's 
two bands Scarce and Grifters. 
$6 is what you must pay to see 
them. If you don't like the 
shadow being cast by that light, 
walk a block over to The Strand 
for God Lives Underwater 
with special guest Far. Tickets 
prices are the same even though 
the music may be a bit different. 

Friday 
May 10 

The week is almost over and 
you may ·be one of those poor 
souls who still have exams, ob 
well everyone must suffer once 
in a while. 

Tonight skank on down to 
Club Babyhead for some Ska! 
Stubborn All Stars, Johnny 
Too Bad & the Strike Out, and 
Sgt. Skagnetti provide the 

Saturday 
May 11 

Ok, take a ride in your car and 
jump on the Block Island Ferry. 
Participate in the annual Beach 
Clean Up (Corn Neck Rd.; 466-
2982) and do something for your 
environment. (Cough, cough.) 

l'' :> 

sounds for you to get your 
shuffle on. Can't go wrong, it's 
only six bucks. Over at The 
Strand those fellas called Itchy 
Fish perform and they have a 
new set! Whoopee. Tickets are 
only $6 for this fun night on 
Washington Street. At Lupo's 
it's rocker Buddy Guy, with Big 
Band, and Alvin Youngblood 
Hart. This one is tad higher 
priced $20, but hey it's almost 
summer. Need something else, 
then It's The Call for you and 
your friends. Check out the great 
stage and listen to Steve Smith 
& The Nakeds. You could 
watch them to. 

Well last night the Ska show 
was at Babyhead, tonight it's 
over at The Met Cafe with Bim 
Skala Bim, Rug Cutters, The 
Agents, and Mud Warns and 
the fee for this show is six 
dollars. That must be a popular 
number. At Club Babyhead 
Mixylplix is the headliner with 
special guests Comic Book 
Superheroes,Scarab,Johnny 
Orange Peel, and For 
Chameleon. Only five for this 
one. Lupo's is the location for 
Dada with special guests Gren 
$8 to get in. 

Sunday 
May 12 

Stanford Prison Experiment (I to r) Mario 
Jimenez, Mark Fraser, Davey Latter and Mike 
Starkey will be at Lupo's Heartbreak Hotel on 
Wednesday. 

Hey, have a little performance 
with that dinner. South Pacific 
is what they are serving up 
tonight at City Nights Dinner 
Theatre (27 Exchange St.; 723-
6060). Food and merriment 
begins at 7 p.m. 

If you want to purchase a new 
canoe or kayak, but want to test 
it out first, then head on down 
to the Kayak Centre (Wickford 
Cove, 9 Phillips St.; 295-4400) 
and take advantage of their 
Kayak & Canoe Demo Day 

from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. you can 
test paddle the finest. Even if 
you don't plan on purchasing 
one, Wickford is good this time 
of year. 

Don't want to travel away 
from the city. Then this 
afternoon go to the opening 
reception for two shows at the 

Providence Art Club (I J. 
Thomas St.; 331-1114). In the 
main gallery works will be on 
display from Vivien Jones and 
Lisa Goddard over in Dodge 
House Dean Richardson. 
Reception begins at 3 p.m. and 
continues until 5 p.m. 

Tonight check out Sunday 
School with resident DJ's O'D 
and Venom. The sound will take 
you over the threshold and you 
won't want to return to the 
barrier. 

Monday 
May 13 

So the week begins once 
again and you are free of the 
responsibilities of papers, 
presentations, and other school 
related work. Now what are you 
going to do. Summer job? 
Summer classes or surruper fun. 

-"' Just Choose Wisely. 

Son Volt will be at Lupo's on Tuesday night. They 
are (I tor) Dave Boquist, Jim Boquist, Mike Heidorn 
and Jay Farrar. 

SOME CLASSES -ARE H_ARD. 
OTHERS ARE SIMPLY 
HARD TO GET INTO. 

.," Tired of getting shut put of the classes 
• . '"' 

you need? Here1s so.me great news. 
The University of Rhode Island is 
offering hundreds oCcourses in a 

•wide nµ1ge 9f pr,9gr~tand maj,grs. 
Chances are, we have the class 
you need. • 

Register now far 
summar classes in 
Providence ar Kingston! 
For a Summer Course Schedule, 
call 401-277~5000, 
TDD 401-277-5020. 

Summer Term I: May 20 - June 22 
Summer Term "I~: June 24 - July 27 .. 

Unive,rsity of 
Rhode Island 
The Providence Center 
80 Washington St., Providence, RI 02903 

Tonight at The Met Cafe it's 
The Kaiser and Neanderthals. 
Sounds like a good lineup to me. 
Call the club for prices and any 
last minute changes. Club 
Babyhead has Into Another, 
Garden Variety, and Shift. 
Wow, a Monday night show. $7 
in advance is what they want. At 
Lupo's you can get your swerve 
on with DJ Buck as he rips it 
up on the one and twos. Madd 
Mondays keeps on happening 
baby! 
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Help Wanted 
Drivers wanled Lo sell Good Hu
mor Ice Cream from one of our 
vending Lrucks. Work ouLdoors 
Lhis summer, be your own boss. 
RouLes available in your area. 
Earn $650 Lo $900 weekly, male 
or female. Apply now, noL in 
May. Call Monday through Sal
urday, from 9:00 a.m. Lo 3:00 pm 
only. 1-203-366-2641 (5/1) 

To choose your own hours, In
come Rewards, Call today: 
Avon, Darilyn Gonon. (401) 
739-5561. Independenl Sales 
Representitive (5/ I) 

$ I 00,000 First Year commis
sions possible. We need recruit
ers, trainers, and managers. 24 
hour recorded message. Please 
call 1-800-289-'5685.(5/l) 

r n. Ancho. 

The Anchor 

Services House- Elmhurst seclion ( I 
block from St. Pius) 70 yrs old. 

Avon quality products, unsur- Well consLrucLed, 4 bedroom, 
passed value. Unconditional 

dry basement painted and clean, 
guaranLee. To buy or sell call 
Darilyn Gonon at (40I) 739_ enclosed .sun porch, fireplace, 

new heating system (gas) de-
5561. Independent sales repre- h d • h 1 · · 
sentative. (5/l) • tac ~ garage wn e ectnclly. 

Spacious/ charming and newly 

AtLention all sludenls!!! GranLs 
and scholarships available! Bil
lions of$$$ in privaLe funding. 
Qualify immediately. 1-800-
AID-2-HELP. (1-800-243-
2435) (5/1) 

For Sale 
Used Pro Audio Spectrum 16 
souridcard with software and 
new set of speakers. Great 
sound! Asking $110. Call Andy 
al 826-0710 after 7 p.m. on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays. (xx) 

What•, mil.ri1114J? U RI 
l•ohot --"•9' fffll W.d. 

•I I IISO p.m.. ,U S08 

painted. Call 725-8880 or 861-
7758. (xx) 

Three bedroom apartment, EIK, 
modem appliances, five minutes 
from RIC. on bus line near shop
ping. $425.00 per moth. In
cludes heat and parking, or $540 
per month with all utilities in
cluded. For more information or 
application call Joann at 52 I -
9526.(5/1) • 

Wanted 
Wanted: 1984 and newer, 
Hondas, Toyotas, Nissans. 
Acuras, BMW, any condition. 
Cash paid. 946-7701. (5/8) 

jobs • jobs • jobs • jobs • jobs • jobs 

We have the perfect job for you! 
Just stop by the Student Employment Office 

at Craig Lee 054 or call 456-8032, and we will 
find the job just suited for you. 

A few of our excellent jobs are listed below: 

Insurance Clerk/Cranston ...................................... #658 
Homework Helper/Pawtucket ................................. #662 
Interpreters/Westport, MA ...................................... #664 
(Many languages) 
Clerk/Messenger/Providence ................................. #668 
Housekeeper/North Providence ............................. #667 
Sales Assistant/Cranston ....................................... #669 
Secretary/Lincoln ................................................... #670 
Personnel Administrator Coor./Secretary/Lincoln .. #673 
Teaching Coordinator/Providence .......................... #675 
Administrative Arts Assistant/Providence ............... #677 

jobs • jobs • jobs • jobs • jobs• jobs 

In today's world, 
you're going to·need 

a good job and a good 
car. So put us on your 

list of things to do. 

1-.ISRP ofth~ 1996 SC-I is S 12660 including r.:tailer pr.:p and transportation Tax. h.::.:nse and options Jdd1t1,,nal 

Woulqn't it be great if your car 
was so much·fun to drive, you 
wouldn't mind going to work? 

(Hey, it's possible!) 

A DIFFERENT KIND of COMPANY. A DIFFERENT KIND of CAR. 

ll. 
SATtRN 

Saturn of Warwick 
I 151 Bald Hill Road 

Warwick, R. I. 02886 
401-821-5800 

ra1 
SATtRN 

Saturn of Seekonk 
189 Taunton A\'enue 
Seekonk. ~1A 02771 

508-D6-J322 
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·rry! eadline is ne t Monday! 

be~n · 

The Anchor is already preparing for the. 4th 
Annual Commencement Magazin~! 

This full-color magazine is given to every 
senior on Commencement Day. 

Seniors, we need your photos, written re
flections, essays, artwork, poems, songs, 
parking tickets and the like. Anything that you 

mencemerrt 19 
d Coflege • 

May 20 

feels embodies your time at RIC. 
Send submissions to: Commencement Is

sue, The Anchor, SU308, 600 Mt. Pleasant 
Ave., Providence, RI; 02908. 

Questions? 
Ca'II 456-8280 or e-mail 

anchor@grog.ric.edu. 

C 111,nence,nent Magazine 19 6 

$ 

$ 

$ 
$ 
$ 
$ 
$ 
$ 

$ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ 

1/2 price paid for your textbooks$ 
Bring them to the 

RIC Campus Store 
Listed below is a sample of over 1,000 1/2 price titles 

Barfield /Cost Accounting ___ ................. $34.25 

Welton/Child ahd their world......... __ $30.25 

Spielvogel /Western Civ. I & II __ ............ ;. $20.25 

Taha/Operations Research ... ____ $39.00 

Ornstein/Fund. of Ed... . ............. $30.25 

Capron/Computers ............... ____ $23.00 

Win 1 of 2 MV Sweatshirts 
raff led off on May 10 by 

signing you name and phone 
number on your receipt and 
dropping it in the ballot box. 

Batken/Environmental Science ......... __ $32.00 

Brigham/Fund of Fin. Mgt. ____ $34.50 

Tartora/Prin. of Human Anat. ____ $34.25 

Stienbeck/Of Mice and Men ....... ___ $2.75 

Schaun/business Stat. _____ $7.00 
Whole saleprices will be offered on those titles not adopted that 
have national resale value. We reserve the right to limit quantities. 

Monday through Thursday, 
May 6-9: 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

Friday, May 10: 
9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

$ 
$ 
$ 
$ 
$ 
$ 
$ 
$ 

$ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ 
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Thanks 
Well, this is it. The 

submissions in this week's issue 
dido' t make the official deadline 
for the last issue, but instead of 
holding on to them u11til next 
semester, we decided to run a 
-special couple of pages to finish 
off the season. Thanks again for 
all the submissions. By my 
calculations, the SLAM project 
was pretty damn successful. And 
as far as that goes, most of the 
credit should go to everyone 
wh.o took the time to contribute. 
I'd most especially like to 
commend everyone who helped 
get the first few weeks gqing; 
Brian Wentworth for the 
graphics (I know that I owe him 

more then a pound cake), Mark 
Retarde Lambert for busting my 
chops enough to keep me 
ruJJning on spite when 
everything else went flat, Chris 
Greene for being my best friend, 
Billy Ray for the pix, S.B. for 
refusing to submit but never 
forgetling to be around, Anthony 
and Chari~ .for the goodies and 
Tom Cobb for whatever it is that 
he does/doesn't do. 

And if you dido' t get a chance 
to check out the student reading 
last week, I'm afraid you missed 
one hell of an evening. The 
turnout was most excellent. I'd 
like to thank Sean Gilooly for 
takirtg care of the music, Jessica 

D' Abrosca for taking ca.re of 
business and Sheila Harvey for 
taking care of me. 

The next time someone tries 
to tell you that there's nothing 
going on around here, tell 'em 
to shut the f"'@k up. I think that 
in the last few weeks, we've 
proven that there's a hell of a lot 
more going on besides Melros.e 
Place and Riptide reruns. 
Besides, we've got Mike 
Messier. What more could you 
ask for? 
. In any ev~nt, I look forward 
to next season. Have a good one. 

melissa lawrence 
SLAM EDITOR 

·Tell it on a -mountain 
I am breaking away· from the Chris and _his co-star, Sheila master. Lifting the mood a bit 

norm, rocking the boat, march- Harvey, performed a scene from to a finger snappin', toe tappin', 
ing to my own beat on someone a shott story written by Chris, guitar jam was Larry Marshall. 
else's drums (don't ask). Rather The hf ind of the Beholder. Confiding in us the turmoil,joy; 
than write a critique on one Sheila didn't stop there though. and head scratching times of a 
piece of art (like I do every She enticed us all, with wonder- relationship.Anthony Lofreddio 
week) I have decided to .write ful words welcoming to ears bared all. Last but certainly not 
about the setting, mood, and the eternally encumbered by pitiful least, the "debonair"man him-
horses of a different color, at last: prejudice. self, Mike Messier, took time 
week's Slam poetry reading. Other images, tossed to the out of his busy schedule to share 

The electric blue carpeting of. electrifying fog that hovered with us the Age of ... (no, not 
the Alumni Lounge off set the over the lounge, were those of a Aquarius) but the Age of the 
dim lighting just beautifully lonely (but beautiful) leaf in the Man. 
while the yellow (if you can call world of Jason Peters. Taking us To those of you who may 
them that) couches and chairs, on a race against time, Mark have missed the reading, much 
provided comfy squats for those Lambert told us of two individu- of what I wrote will read like 
extra long readings. Nervous, als who needed a whore for 250 stereo instructions. Not to worry, 
unexpecting, anxious, calm, and big ones (points). The only thing another reading is rumored to 
the indifferent, were all present. standing in their way was that take place next year- don't miss 
Offered up to set the ''poetic" damn Golden Cow and a frozen it. However, for all of those as-
mood for the evening was Jane fish. piring (talented might I add) 
Monaghan and Sean Gilooly Realizing sour cranberries are poets and m~sicians who shared 
singing their own powerful ver- nothing like cake, Melissa. in the ·e1eclri£ fog, will know 
sion of 'The Lady of Chalant." Lawrence confronted her late exactly what I am talking about. 

Words, words, and more friend and her all too real and To all of you, I say thanks. 
words were tossed through the alive emotions, while a Poree- Thanks for the chance to hear 

. air for two hours. A courteous Iain Doll is given life by one your souls and for listening to 
and attentive audience wel- Jayson Mello. The life of a re- mine as well. 
corned Chris Greene, with tard and the one and only friend 
"splashes of red" as the night's he obtains (and later looses) jes.sica d a brosca 
first reader. Offering an original tugged at my heart strings, with 
version of Masterpiece Theater, Charles Bibeault as the puppet SLAM STA.FF 
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African panhandling 

Don't we have a grain belt? 
When will the bumper crop finally come? 

Must we perpetually panhandle 
When the fertile fields beg· of cultivation 
When solar .energ'y is an African gift? 

Slam reading a 
fun night for all 

On May first, I attended th~ 
Slam poetry re~ding in Robert's 
faculty lounge here at Rhode 
Island College. the reading 
featured contributors to the 
Slam, a literary section that 
comes out in The Anchor about 
once every other weeks. 
Melissa Lawrence, the talented 
young lady who's in charge of 
Slam hosted the event. 

I arrived a few minutes.early 
and found myself walking 
behind Larry Marshall, the 
young beat guitarist who I had 
lunch with earlier that day. I had 
reviewed Larry's music for The 
Anchor that week. Seeing "The 
Deputy" twice in one day must 
have been a sign, but of what I 
did not know. 

Then I sat down in the faculty 
lounge and had a conversation 
with Mark Lambert. Mark and 
I share Adolescent Literature, a 
class here. Mark also started a 
propaganda campaign against 
Schlick Man, my popular(?) 
cartoon in The Anchor. Mark 
and I put politics aside and 
discussed how we planned to 
fail our class. 

Then came in Scott Lefevere, 
a suitemate and sometimes 
friend of mine. In a rare act of 
agreement, Scott and I decided 
to commander the couch at the 
front of the room. Soon , 
Melissa began to introduce the 
show and I looked around fo.r the 
wine· and cheese. There was 
none to be seen. 

My friend Jane and one of her 
hippie friends sang a very nice 
Celtic song to begin th~ 
festivities. I was shocked by 
how good they were, Jane and 
the unknown hippie can really· 
sing! Then the hippie and 
another guy sang a Beatles song 
which was pretty good. Then. 
they dragged Scott to the front 
of the room and after a long 
winded intro he sang a few 
songs with his guitar 
accompaniment. I've got to 
admit, Scott did well, he even 
impressed me and I don't 
impress easy. 

Let the poetry finally begin! 
Actually, it wasn't just poetry, 
but an open invitational read. 
Highlights included Lambert's 
story about two boys on a 
scavenger hunt who will earn 
250 points-if they bring in a live 
prostitute. The hooker they find 
turns out to be that human arrow 
girl from the Ringling Brothers 
and Barnum and Bailey Circus. 

y 

Lambert's story was long but it 
was peppered with com~y. It 
seemed like ~is story took 
twenty or thirty minutes. It 
made me wonder if Mark 
realized he wasn't the only poet 
that night scheduled to perform. 

One guy read 'The Porcelain 
Doll" a story I had read in Slam. 
I believe his name was Jayson 
Mello. He read very well and 
he seemed like quite the _college 
poetry guy, but I didn't get a 
chance to meet him. He was 
loud and articulate which was 
good considering the large room 
and lack of microphone. I had 
no trouble understanding 
anybody but I wondered about 
the people in the back of the 
room, who may not have heard 
everybody. Some people 
mumbled and . Lambert 
suggested glasses of water for 
the poets .but this was never 
done. 

Another guy with a big 
wooden cross dragging down 
his neck went up and read a 
story about co-workers Mike 
and the mentally retarded John. 
This was a very touching story. 
but I was annoyed that the 
character John always said "me" 
instead of "I." This seemed to 
be an easy way of representing 
retarded people. 

Fiqally, it was my tum at the 
mic. Melissa gave me a: long 
and crazy intro, saying I was tlie 
creme de la creme of tpe 
evening. This was probably just 
because I was last and she 
wanted to keep people from 
leaving early. I went up and read 
selections .from the book 
"Styling Your Face" by Way 
Bandy. I got a good pop from 
the crowd and I put on my TV 
face. I didn't want to read my 
own work because I didn't feel 
like having myself judged any 
further by people at RIC this 
semester. So, I copped out, but 
Larry and Mark said they 
enjoyed it so I guess all is 
forgiven. And that's the way it 
was on May first, 1996. 

mike messier 
SLAM STA.FF 

Dearest Mike: FYI, the crazy 
hippie was Sean Gilooly, who's 
really not a hippie at all, your 
introduction was arguably most 
appropriate and the wine and 
cheese happened later on at my 
place, but you just weren't 
invited to that. Maybe next time, 
'eh bub?- Melissa • 

When abundant precipitation is also an African gift? 
Where is our irrigation? death of a popular professor African Prayer 

Look at Ethiopia 
Look at Sudan 
Look at Somalia 

We are our own responsibility 
Independence must be through. 

The proud lion won't panhandle 
The swift cheetah won't panhandle 
The elegant.giraffe won't panhandle 
Even though there will be a drought. 

by stephen .mends 

odd 
they all said: 
dead. 

sudden 
heart 
stopping. 

you didn.'t know, 
at first. 
abstracted from 
the world 
like him. 

by rrna 

Some people want 
Dem no get 

Some people get 
Dem no want 

We, want
We get.o 
Help us God. 

by stephen mends 



Wishing you were here with me 

Sitting on my porch 
This cold, lonely winter day 
Feeling lost inside 

Feeling so lonely· 
Wishing you were here with me 
We could share our dreams 

I hear a car stop 
I look up towards the driveway 
And see you step out 

I smile and stand 
And saunter-up to greet you 
You see me and grin 

You laugh_ with delight 
As I pull you close to me 
And kiss you waqnly 

I am so happy 
That you came and broke the spell 
Of my-loneliness 

My blues are long gone 
You made them yesterday's news 
When you carrie to me 

I love you truly 
You are my one and only 
Now and forever 

by m.h.p. 

African wildltie conversation 

Why, oh why? 
Just because of your piano key 
An i~ory laden elephant .Ql.USt die 

Just because of aphrodisiac 
A solemn horned rhino rriust die 

Just because of your encroachment, 
Our lion, our giraffe, our gorilla, our cheetah 
Our chimpanzee, our wildebeest, our gnu, 
Our impala, our Zebra ..... alas 
must die • 

We kill only what we eat 
We eat all that we kill 
You don't even like elephant meat 
You just kill for sport and for money 

You decimated your bold eagle 
But that is o.k. with us 

Where i~ the swift passenger pigeon I never saw? 
We need our wildlife so 
Stop poaching. 

When will stop killing the chjnchillas? 
When will you stop killing the civet cat? 
When will you stop killing the alligators? 

Living in harmony with innocent animals 
Will bless you. 
Stop poaching! 

by stephen mends 

Fixin' what ain t broken 

Hey Ginsberg, 
I've been howling your name all night, 
kitty crawling along the ocean rails 
and tossing my spit down into the waves 

wandering, ·wondering 
about the crumbs in my pocket, 
the succulent lisp of the h-bomb 
baby-

tossing cassidy cards and kerouac cake 
to the fool in the village who knows 

'that,chicks shouldn't get so squeezed
cause when they do 
then~jus' ain't no compensation' 

so do I bend and break, 
flatten my breasts against their lips 
and kiss, 
or let the frothy milk of a death drop impending 
come up and_ wash me away. 

junky girl 
pony pumped until spring vacation ends 
and then they send me back to school 
with the ache in my belly, you know Allen, 
that ache, the one that no food will fill. 

by a.el. 

Untitled 

I forget to mention the leaves 1n the pedro9m, 
the way th~y have piled . 
like coffee grounds, swirling in the bottom of my cup. 
I will leave them for summer, to burn in the fire • 

to ·sw~ll in the moist arr of the after shock 

~hen you will shake 
like trees 
in the tremor Qf- night, 
reaching into the cool space 
of cotton linens, 
your limbs twisting into fleshy knots 

/ nothing 
no one 
to pun into the breeze. 

And I will cry those tears of triumph, 
clearing away the breakfast dishes, 
·pouring the old, sour coffee down the sink, 
watching it swirl away 
with an ocean of egg shells 
and warm soapy water 

washing my hands 

by m.al. 

Untitled 

Feeling like I gave up today, 
Like I could have tried harder 
After all these years I just stopped 
Stopped thinking about your feelings, 
your dreams, your love. 
Everything has stopped. 
There is a permanent silence 
between us 
A silence that weighs heavy in my 
heart . 
A heart once filled with an 
unconditional love 
Now filled with guilt 
Could i have kept going 
Going on loving y~u, not knowing 
ifyou really-loved me. 
Love blinded me from a cruel 
reality 
Your one true love was many 
Love is said to be patient; 
Kind, and forgiving. 
Forgive you, I have 
Still there is silence between 
us.-
If I kept on going would we 
speak now, 
Feeling like I gave up today 
Like I could have tried harder 
Today I lost my love 
Who was my good friend. 

by e.b. 

no more miles to go 

Loyal 
sad dog licks 
eyebrow icicles 
whines 
then 
leaps, 
bounding home. 

by rma 
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The National Museum 

I stood staring at the statue, 

A clean milk-white porcelain figure. 

An aster in one hand, 

a scroll in the other, raised to heaven. 

His posture perfected, just as 

The Father told me when I was a wee one. 

Legs, not too straight, 
bent and slightly apart 

His . 
arms (beautifully 
crafted), 
straight 
by 
his 
porcelain 
.. side. 

Interesti.ng: His ~yes gouged out: 
(kids on gang trips do some 

great things in seemingly holy places 

as their teaches become blinded by the beauty of art). 

I had though I was gazing upon some pragmatic philosopher, 

or [perhaps a great mind of science, 

an inventor of some monumental, 
technological machine. 

(A Member of the Manhattan Project?) No, No. 

As I found out He was a great American·l~ader, Yes, 

"a hero, 
one who protected out great 

land from terrible enemies 
a lover of democracy and freedom". 

And that was inscribed on a bronze sign 

hanging above his lustered head. 

Now that I knew for certain what he was, 

• I noticed his mouth was drawn in a stoic look of determination, 

like a soldier ready to die for a blind, red, white and blued cause. 

(I wish I had known his eyes before the tragic scape with fate). 

Just then man of great wisdom stepped up from the low shadows of the room, 

the pin on his lapel greeted all with a gaudy: . 

"HELLO, 
my name is Jim". 

His head high he whispered: 

"You see, my son, this man did great things for our country. 

Drove those dirty injuns out of our land, they wouldn't move you know. 

Hung niggers up on trees. Let them dangle so they would know their sins. 

Letjew bastards fry in ovens o overseas. (You know how now he.protected our 

fragile economy!) BY NOW HE WAS LIVID! Shouted 

out: 
Stuck japs and chinks in California prisons. They presented threats to his 

security. 
And of course, we can't fo get about commies, faggots and 

gooks too. He took care of them all. A national gentleman for all 

Seasons!" • 

And so somehow ole' Jimmy had 

procured a soapbox during his speech 
And jumped on top (Screaming now, I think) 

While museum patrons silently 

watched and listened so 

intently to the session 
about this mans life 
and all his American 

accomplishments. 

heroic as they were 
• and they clapped good 

and you would too. Because MY FRIENDS 

you do every time you sing of. 

star spangles banners. 

by robert. kelly 

• Untitled · 

Yesterday your eyes, 

Dancing with joy, 
looked deeply into mine 
And we embraced for what seemed like hours 

even if only for moments. 

But now, 
The clouds of a stormy day fill them 

And the reflections of dancing 
appear only as long as a flash of lightening, 

and with the frequency of the sun 

peeking through the November clouds. 

Your anxious smile of before, 
which reflected the sun, 

is now grey as the air of London. 

Have you fallen so from the heights of joy 

to the depths of despair? 

Did you ever give of yourself so freely 

that the greed of many claimed the pieces 

without ever replacing a shred of your being? 

Or have the misfortunes befallen you such 

that your strength could not lift you above tr_ouble? 

And here I am 
With presumptuous arrogance abound 

offering myself. 
Take freely of me, I expect nothing in return, 

For no matter how you drain me 

I will again be full 
When I see joy in you eyes once more 

by ed hardeman jr. 

What is love? 

Love Is 
A warm feeling in your 
Heart that you have never felt before. 

Love Is 
Like a wish upon a star 
for all is happiness when you find love. 

Love Is 
Having someone you trust hold 

Your hand when you are in doubt. 

Love Is 
Having someone wipe 
Away the tears when your heart is broken. 

Love Is 
Knowing.that you can ·count on 

~ach other for support ~ough good or bad times. 

Love Is 
Being with someone who could 

Always make.you smile when you are sad and insecure. 

Love Is 
A feeling of walking on the air 

When you share a soft tender kiss. 

What isfove? 
It is a feeling deep within 

Your heart that only you will know when 

someone comes into your life and shares 

With you the meaning of love. 

Love Is 
Something nobody can tell you what it is, 

But when it happens ... 
Listen to your heart and you will know. 

(to lucky) 
by sarah 


