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What's New(s) at RIC

Theatre Department
Opens Season With
WONDERFUL TOWN

o

Rehearsing a scene from wonderful Town are (from left
to right) Denise Nolin-Pavelka, Brian Howe and Tricia
DiSpirito.

-Photo by Peter P. Tobia

Two sisters who leave Columbus,
Ohio and come to live and work in
Greenwich Village —one aspiring to
act,the other to write — are the fo-
cus. of Wonderful Town, the first
play of The sedason offered by the
RIC Theatre Company. The produc-
tion, directed by William
Hutchinson, professor of theatre,
will open in the Roberts Hall Thea-
crer'on Thursday, October 11 ‘and run
through October 14. Performances
wlll begin at- 8 p.me

Seit in the New York of 1955,
the show is a musical yversion of

the play My sSister Eileen. -kt is 8
story of fun and adventures as the
sisters encounter the Big Apple and
learn the adjustments they must
make to survive.

Working with Hutchinson on the
production are William Jones, assis-
tant professor of music, musical di-
rector; Barbara Matheson, costume
designer; John Custer, professor of
theatre,set and lighting designer;
and Gary Delp, assistant professor
of theatre,technical designer.

~ contintied on page 2
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Saturday, October 6 is the day
for celebrating! It's Homecoming
'79 at RIC, and eyeryone in the
college community and their fami-
lies are inyited to come and take
part in the festivities.  Field
events, a float parade contest, a
varsity soccer and a cross country
race, an outdoor concert by the RIC
band, a puppet show for children
and a performance by a children's
theatre company are among the
events planned to offer something
of interest for all age groups to
enjoy. Homecoming activities will
take place on the campus mall and
athletie fields from 9:30' a.m. watil
9 P,
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To research the environment
Bersthesplay " Hutchinsonshas trav-
eled to New York:and several local
locations where motion: picture film
and slides have been made which will
be incorporated into the production.
peveral dinterior scenes have also
beensshiotvatt the Biltmore Plaza
Hotel.

Sharon Jenkins, a Rhode Island
choreographer who has designed
dances for Trinity Square Repertory
Theatre Company, will choreograph
the show. '

On October 11, President Sweet
and his wife will invite the facul-
ty and staff to attend that even-
ing's performance of wWonderful Town
aisivlleriirouests. They will host ‘a
dessert reception inthe lobby of
Rebenrts Hall prior to. the play.

Trieia: DiSpi rite:,
will play Eileen. Denise Nolin-
Pavelka,; also da.junior, has the
rele.of Ruth.

Grant Establishes Adult
Reading Academy

Wisth grant funding .from: the
aaitister Read Program of the.U.S.
OrSilcem o lducation, the. college has
established a reading academy for
aduiisEsEa ittt Wil operate in con-—
junction with the Learning Center.
BaklbaraGolidsitein, coordinator at
thicHl cairnineCentter - and Marilyn
Eanet, assistant professor of ele-
mentary education, are co-directors
elsthie project. . The grant -will
provide $70,942 to operate the
academy which is designed to meet
phielnieeds o Functieonally illiterate
adults and out-of-school youths in
Rhode Island.

a junior,

ifhlesfiinctionally illiterate
aeRpeoplte s who tlack the reading
SisiflflisEnecessary to function in: a
complex society. Although they
WalveRpottenitial for learning, their
current reading levels are some-

where around O through 4th grade.
In many cases they have tried and
failed in traditional adult basie
education courses. They require
sensitive, personalized and highly
individualized instructioni s accor=
di'ng te the proiject directeomRs:?

Participants must be at least
68 yearsHod = aeel = buitthcr RS
upper age limit. Most will be out-
of-school, but individuals of
appropriate age and competency level
attending a school which does not
offer suitable reading services may
be eligible. No fees will be
charged for consultation, testing,
or instruction. Intake. inte the
program will be by confidential
interview. Instructors will be
volunteer tutors trained, super-
vised, and supported by Reading
Academy personnel.

The Reading Academy may be
reached at Extension 8287.. .Yolun-—
teer tutors are welcome.

Learning to Play Made
Easier With New
lnstruments
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Professor Robert Currier instructs Michael Ersevim,
a sixth grade student at the Henry Barnard School, in
itheBpilfaysingiofStheRticens inst

-Photo by Peter P. Tobia

The' Buznki metthod ofif string Hmn—
strument teaching revolutionized mu-
sic education worldwide, and many
consider it the preoduct of genius.
Here at RIC, Robert Currier ‘profes—
sor of misic, may hel deoing abitts o



the same with his inventions the
Enenelin' sands "cel lin''.

Currier inyented the monolin in
1973 to create a simpler version of
thes violin. It is now used by mu-
sic educators nationwide, and
Currier's new adaptation to the cel-
dlo} the eellin, 'is following -the
same path. Both were designed to
teachtyoung-chi ldren the basies of
string instrument playing without
its usual confusion, and both are
particularly suited to the Suzuki
teaching method.

The mastery of the basics is
aillwayisssthe mosit difficult part of
anyaisibindy - buts Currier’s dinstruments
are making the learning of string
instruments child's play.

Focus on the
Faculty and Staff

Recent publications by MINER
K. BROTHERTON , assistant professor
of physical sciences, include three
articles in New England Offshore:
"High Water Low Water: An Intro-
duction to the Understanding of New
England's Semi-Diurnal Tides'"(June),
"High Water Low Water: Miner
Brotherton Looks at New England's
ditdads Current s\ (July ). and "Teward: a
Better Understanding of Waves"
@ EcnsicRs SN addi tilen, two of Pro-
fessor Brotherton's review articles
appear in the September issue of
CGrusiing World.

¥ ¥ ¥

Two members of the Physical
Sciences Department have been elec-
ted officers in the Rhode Island
section of the American Chemical
Society for 1980. Professor DAVID
GREENE was selected as vice-chairman
and Professor GEORGE DECKEY will
serve as secretary. Dr. Greene
presently serves as treasurer of
this organhization, which has some
500 local dindustrial and academic
chemists as members.

* ¥ ¥
STEVE C. IMBER, associate pro-

geissors oif special education, has co-
authieorred an article on '"Glasser's

Classroom Meeting: A Humanistic Ap-
proach to Behavior Change with Pre-
adolescent, Inner-City Learning Dis-
abled Children" which appeared in
the June-July issue of the Journal of
Learning Disabilities.: Fheranticile
was based on a study which origina-
ted from research conducted by a
Providence special education teacher,
Paula Marandola, a graduate of the

college's special education master's
program.

The paper was first presented
at the Council for Excepitilonails@lssss
dren's 58th International Conven-
tion held at Kansas Citty, "MilsSsess
At the meeting Dr. Imber chaired a
session on Humanistic-Behavioral
Paradigms for Helping Children with
Behavioral Disorders, or '"Tell Me,
Professor, Does That Approach Really
Work?'" The session included a slide
presentation on the subject devel-
oped with Spencer Crooks of the col-
lege's Audiovisual Department.

Using behavioral evaluation
techniques, Marandola and Imber dem-
onstrated the effects of classroom
meetings on reducing verbal and
physical argumentative bebhavior with
ten learning-disabled children.

* x *

PAMELA IRVING JACKSON, associ-
ate professor of Sociology/Social
Welfare, presented two papers in
late August, both of which were co-
authored with Leo Carroll of the
University of Rhode Island. '"Socio-
Political Determinants of Policing
Expenditures in 90 U.S. Cities" was
read at the annual meeting of the
American Sociological Association in
Boston, and '"Race, Civil Disorder
and Capital Expenditures for Police
Protection'" was read at the annual
meeting of the Society for the Study
of Seecial Prebilicms:

* * X

A research article by BRUCE
W. MIELKE , associate professor of
mathematics, was published in
Semigroup Forum Vou . XTSRS
The article is entitled “On=the
Lattice of Completely-Simple Con-
gruences on a Croisot-Tessier
Semifgoip



Jim Adams Named
Basketball Coach

James "Jimmy'" Adams, assistant
basketball coach at Providence Col-
lege since 1972, has been named
head basketball coach at Rhode
Jsland €College. His appointment is
effective as of September 24.

Adams comes to RIC after seven
years as assistant to Dave Gavitt
at Providence College. At RIC
Adams will coach the Division Three
Anchormen and will work with RIC
Athiletic Director William "Bill™
Baird in the coordination of vari-
ous areas of the athletic program.

He assumes the reins at RIC
feoll lowing 2 year in which the An-
chormen ¥olled up a record of 20
wins and only 7 losses and won the
New England State College Athletic
Conference championship. The RIC
team also played in the Regional
Championship Division 3 NCAA play-
offs last year.

Commenting on the hiring of
Adams, Baird said "I am particular-
ly pleased with the appointment of
Jim Adams as head basketball coach
at Rhode Island College. In him we
have an individual who is thorough-
ly familiar with the Rhode Island
High School Basketball situation,
plus he has many years of concentra-
ted recruiting experience in the
northeast area of the country. We
have known Jim Adams and watched
him throughout his entire career,
and we are confident that he will
develop the type of program that is
right for Rhode Island College."

New Brochure Tells
About CAGS Program

""Advance your graduate study
in a CAGS program at Rhode Island
College'" is the theme of the newest
publication from the Divisionm of
Graduate Studies. This comprehen-

sive brochure describes each of

the CAGS programs in light of thelr
purpose, requirements and career op-
portunities.

Wide distribution of this bro-
chure is the first step in promot—
ing the range of opportunities in
advanced graduate study available
at RIC. Copies are available in
the Graduate Office, -Roberts Hall,
Room ‘316.

Opportunities

STUDY FELLOWSHIPS for young
scholars in the humanities who wish
to enlargé their range of knowledge
by study in disciplines other than
their present specialization are
offered by the AMERICAN COUNCIL OF
LEARNED SOCIETIES. Social and na-
tural scientists who wish to study
a humanistic discipline are also
invited to apply.. Applicants
should have completed two or three
years of teaching Ssince acguiring
the doctorate. The maximum award
is $12,000. Inquiries and requests
for application forms should be ad-
dressed to the Office of Fellow-
ships and Grants, American Council
of Learned Societies, 345 East 46th
Street, New York, New York 10017.
The deadline for applications is
November 15, 1979.

What's Happening

Rhode Island College will host
the fall meeting of the American As-
sociation of Physics Teachers (New
England Section) on Saturday; Octo-
ber 13. Highlights of the meeting
will include the following presen-
tations: Max Dresden (Stony Brook)
on ''Black Holes,'" Don Kirwan and
Jack Willis (URI) on "Energy and Ex-
ponential Growth,' John Peterson
(RIC) on "The Magic of Physics." An
Open House at the RIC Physics De-
partment is also planned. Dr. Peter
Glantz of the Physical Sciences De-

partment is the local chairman for
this event.



