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'Connection between the centuries' -

Class of 2000 graduates over 1,000 
amid pomp and circumstance 
by George LaTour 
What's News Associate Editor 

C
heers arose as a colorful 
beach ball bounced over the 
heads of the 1,112 Rhode 
Island College graduating 

seniors Saturday, May 20, dispelling 
the gloom of overcast skies and chilly 
temperatures outside the Health, 
Physical Education, Athletic 
Complex where the annual com
mencement exercises took place. 

The HPEAC, also referred to as 
the "New Building," was packed as 
were the auditoriums in Roberts and 
Gaige halls where closed-circuit tele
vision carried the ceremonies to an 
overflow crowd of family members 
and friends of the graduates. 

It was the first time in more than 
a decade that RIC's commencement 
had to be moved indoors. 

The previous Thursday evening 
315 graduate students received their 
advanced degrees at the same site. 

Graduate Commencement 
The honorary degree of Doctor of 

Humanities was bestowed upon 
Millard D. Fuller, founder and presi
dent of Habitat for Humanity 
International, who delivered the 
main address to the graduate stu
dents. 

"I know many of you are the first 
in your families to get a degree," said 
Fuller, who added that he, too, was 
the first in his family to earn that 
distinction. "I congratulate you for 
reaching this milestone." 

In the business of helping people, 
Fuller said it was appropriate that 
he'd been asked to speak at the 
College where many of the graduate 
students will go into the "helping 
professions" of teaching and social 
work. 

He said that when he graduated 
from college, all he wanted was 
wealth and success. Soon enough, he 
realized that's all he had and found 

See Commencement, pages 8-9 

THE TOWERING MORTARBOARD of Shannon Pearson, at the College's 
May 20 undergraduate commencement, clearly announces her major: art 
education. For more of the sights of commencement, see pages 8 and 9. 
(What's News Photo by Gordon E. Rowley) 

Summer Issue June 12, 2000 

NEASCteam 
to visit RIC 
Oct. 15-18 

Preparation for continuing 
accreditation under way 

by Shelly Murphy 
What's News Editor 

As the spring semester came to a 
close and students were rushing to fin
ish papers and projects, Profs. James 
Bierden and Pat Thomas finished a 
major one themselves - the draft of 
Rhode Island College's self-study 
report for the upcoming continuing 
accreditation visit by the New England 
Association of Schools and Colleges 
(NEASC). Bierden and Thomas are co
chairing the College's self-study and 
preparation for the Oct. 15-18 NEASC 
visit. 

The self-study uses the 11 NEASC 
standards to describe and appraise all 
aspects of the College and to project 
future actions. The 11 standards relate 
to: mission and purpose, planning and 
evaluation, organization and gover
nance, programs and instruction, fac
ulty, student services, library and 
information resources, physical 
resources, financial resources, public 
disclosure, and integrity. 

The self-study addresses each stan
dard with a description, appraisal and 
projection for the future. The 100-plus 
page draft represents the collective 
efforts of about 130 faculty and staff 
who served on 15 subcommittees. One 
subcommittee was dedicated to each of 
the standards, except for the one relat
ing to programs and instruction. That 
standard was divided into substan
dards - undergraduate, graduate, 
scholarship and research, instruction, 
and admission and retention - which 
were addressed by five subcommittees. 

The Standards for Accreditation 
establish minimum criteria for institu
tional quality, according to NEASC's 
documentation. NEASC also expects 
institutions to work toward improving 
their quality, increasing their effective
ness, and continually striving toward 
excellence. During the visit, a team of 
about 10 surveyors will review pre
pared documents and conduct open 
meetings with faculty, students, the 

See NEASC, page 14 

$62,500 approved for 32 faculty research projects 
The Rhode Island College Faculty 

Research Committee recently has 
approved funding in the amount of 
$62,500 to cover 32 faculty research 
projects for the year 2000-2001, 
reports Peter S. Allen, committee 
chair. 

The RIC Foundation and Alumni 
Association has provided $15,000 of 
the total amount, according to 
Marguerite M. Brown, director of 
development. The rest comes from 
unrestricted College funds. 

The grantees, their departments, 
projects and amounts approved are: 

Yael Avissar, biology, "Isolation 
and Characterization of Chlorobium 
Porphobilinogen Synthase," $2,840; 
Pamela Benson, English, 
"Gualdrada and the Emperor's Kiss: 
the Politics of Narrative in 
Florentine Legendary History," 
$2,422; Karl Benziger, history, "A 
Kingdom Restored? Reshaping the 
Past: Interpretations of t :-ie Modern 
Nation State in Hungary," $942; 

Peter Brown, history, "Medieval 
and Early Modern Russian Military 
and Ethnic Studies," $2,870; 
Richard Cain, health education, 

"The Affect of Referent Others to 
Explain HIV-Related Attitudes 
Behaviors Among Men at High Risk 
for HIV Infection," $1,338; 

Karen Castagno, health and phys
ical education, "An Investigation of 
Attitudes Towards Individuals with 
Disabilities by College Students 
Seeking Endorsement in Adapted 
Physical Education ," $496; Diana 
Delia, history, "Egypt from 
Cambyses to the Arab Conquest: An 
Anthology of Sources in 
Translation," $935; 

David Espinosa, history, "Jesuit 

Higher Education and the Mexican 
Catholic Reform Movement (1971-
1990)," $948; Paola Ferrario, art, 
"Research in Digital Photographic 
Printing for the Fine Arts," $2,450; 
Rachel Filinson, sociology/gerontol
ogy, "Evaluation of a Volunteer 
Ombudsman Program," $1,575; 

Terry Hays, anthropology/geogra
phy, "A Definitive Anthropology 
Bibliography of New Guinea," 
$3,880; Claus Hofhansel, political 
science, "German Foreign Policy, 

See Faculty Research, page 15 
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The Way We Were ... 
This popular item in What's News continues in order for you to be able 

to revisit your alma mater with a selection of photos from the past - the 
College's past, whether the current era (Rhode Island College) or past 
eras (Rhode Island College of Education or Rhode Island State Normal 
School). We invite your contribution of old photos, along with sufficient 
information about each, such as who's in the photo and what they are 
doing, the year it was taken and place (if possible). In the meantime, we'll 
continue searching our files for interesting pictures of past College life. 

This issue's photo was sent to us by Carol (Silverman) Louison Berge 
'55 of Warren. It was taken in 1954 on the steps of the now-demolished 
Normal School building in Providence. L to rare Carole (Weiss) Flint, 
Louison Berge, and Carol Warner, all Class of '55, Louison Berge writes 
that she is a retired guidance counselor from the Taunton school sys
tem. Flint, she writes, works for WGBH in Boston, but she has lost 
touch with Warner. 

NEW BILL OF RIGHTS: College President John Nazarian signs the new 
Student Bill of Rights in the Board of Governors Room on May 3. This is 
the first time the bill has been revised in 30 years. Observing the historic 
signing are (I to r) Mary Byrd, assistant professor in nursing and faculty 
chair of the Committee on Student Life; Nancy Evans, associate professor 
of art and chair of the Council of RIC; Scott Feiro, the student who origi
nated_ the effort to update the document; and Gale Goodwin Gomez, 
associate professor of anthropology and secondary education and the pre
vious chair of the Committee on Student Life. (What's News Photo 
by Gordon E. Rowley) 

11,, Ollie, ol n,..,, and, 'P116tic Relalion, 
wishe, ifs read,ers a ,ale and, enio1Ja6le rummer. 

ttlhal', n,..,, will re111me p116licalion in Seplem6er. 

Focus on Faculty and Staff 

Faculty and staff are encouraged to submit items of information about 
their professional endeavors to What's News, Office of News and Public 
Relations, 300 Roberts Hall or email them to csousa@ric.edu. 

Sharon 
Mazyck, coordi
nator of Career 
Development 
Programs, 
served on the 
resume panels at 
the Providence 
J ·o u r n a 1 
Diversity Career 
Fair in April at 
the Westin Hotel 
in Providence 
and in May at the Crowne Plaza. 
The career fairs offered to review 
and critique resumes by the panel 
which was comprised of career devel
opment professionals from Rhode 
Island's colleges and universities. 

Christine Mulcahey, art special
ist at the Henry Barnard School, 
recently attended and presented at 
national conferences. At the 
National Art Education Association 
Annual Conference in Los Angeles, 
she presented a paper, "Children,s 
Perspectives on Their Drawings." At 
the American Educational Research 
Association Annual Meeting in New 
Orleans she presented "Under-

standing Children's Perspectives" at 
a paper session in the Arts and 
Learning Special Interest Group. 

Patricia A. Thomas, professor of 
nursing and department chair, was 
given the Louisa ~--------, 
White Honorary 
Recognition 
Award for excel
lence in nursing 
at induction cer
emonies of the 
Delta Upsilon 
Chapter-at
Large of Sigma 
Theta Tau 
In tern a tional 
Honor Society of 
Nursing May 5 PATRICIA A. THOMAS 
at the Quonset · 
"O" Club. 

Other awards to RIC nursing fac
ulty were the Chapter Service Award 
for an individual member's contribu
tion to the Chapter, Geraldine 
DeNuccio, assistant professor of 
nursing, and Research Award to 
support research projects, Patricia 
Quigley, assistant professor of nurs
ing. 

RIC nursing students inducted into 
honor society; awards presented 

Twenty-nine nursing students and 
four community leaders were 
inducted into Sigma Theta Tau 
International Honor Society of 
Nursing through the Delta Upsilon 
Chapter-at-Large at Rhode Island 
College in ceremonies May 5 at the 
Quonset "O" Club in North 
Kingstown. 

The society is comprised of nurse 
leaders, scholars and researchers. 
Founded in Indiana University in 
1922, it currently has 406 chapters 
at more than 503 college and univer
sity campuses worldwide. It is com
mitted to improving the health of 
the public by advancing nursing sci
ence, says Mary Byrd, associate pro
fessor of nursing and faculty coun
selor to the local chapter. 

Membership in the society is 
awarded to bachelor's, master's and 
doctoral degree candidates who have 
achieved high scholastic averages, 
and to graduates of nursing pro
grams who have made outstanding · 
contributions to nursing as commu
nity leaders. 

Juniors inducted are: Deborah 
Autiello, Fatima Bernardo, Elise 
Careau, Kevin Daign,ault, Alicia 

Deroy, Jennifer Haggerty, Bonnie 
Kusiak, Marianne Mancini, Amy 
Peront, Barbara Richards, Gloria 
Rose, Jennifer Sargent, Brian 
Thornton and Kyong Winkler. 

Seniors inducted are: Ronald Asal, 
Kathryn Cartier, Tara Cousineau, 
Kimberly Creighton, Linda Ethier, 
Christine Gadbois, Karen J oost, 
Judith Koegler, Linh Lam, Lynne 
Lerish, Richard Matte, Crystal 
Kennedy Mello, Cheryl Pappas, 
Linda Rathbun and David 
Silverman. 

Community leaders inducted are: 
Nancy Conley, Elaine Massotti, Lisa 
Northrup and Mae Beth Ryan. 

Awards were presented to three 
students of the RIC nursing depart
ment. The awards and the recipi
ents are: 

Undergraduate Student 
Scholarship, junior Alicia Deroy of 
Harrisville; Memorial Award for 
Excellence in Parent-Child Health 
Nursing (funded by the Steiner
Brem Family), senior Judith Koegler 
of Providence; Research Award to 
support research projects, senior 
Doreene Carr of Exeter. 

WHAT'S NEWS 
AT RHODE ISLAND COLLEGE 
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Upward Bound graduates 34; 
scholarships to college awarded 
by George LaTour 
What's News Associate Editor 

"Unless you try to do something 
beyond what you have already mas
tered, you will never grow. So look at 
the next phase of your lives as an 
opportunity to grow," Julian Quero, 
Upward Bound graduate of the Class 
of 1985, told the 34 graduates of the 
Rhode Island College Upward Bound 
program at its annual commence
ment exercises June 2 in Gaige Hall 
auditorium. 

All 34 graduates have been 
accepted at colleges and universities 
and plan to begin classes in the fall. 

A tax manager at 
PricewaterhouseCoopers, who had 
graduated from Boston College with 
a degree in economics after complet
ing the Upward Bound program, 
Quero said that today companies are 
putting more emphasis on hiring 
people with college degrees "regard
less of their major." 

"Wh.at this means is that you 
should pursue your field of interest 
but maximize your exposure to other 
things. This, in turn, will open up 
more options for you after gradua
tion," he said in his keynote address. 

College President John Nazarian 
assured the graduates, their fami
lies and friends in attendance that 
the program "symbolizes what I feel 
is the very essence of the educa
tional mission of Rhode Island 
College: that is, to provide an oppor
tunity to improve oneself so that, in 
turn, one may make a positive dif
ference in the lives of others." 

He said he "cannot predict what 
happens now. Nobody can. But you 
have shown, by your reaching this 
milestone, that you have what it 
takes to succeed with your educa
tional plans, your careers, and your 
lives." 

Nazarian reported that Upward 
Bound's federal funding for the sec
ond year of the current four-year 
cycle has been received in the 
amount of $473,858, a 2. 7 percent 
increase over the current year, and 
is in addition to the support pro
vided by the College. Federal sup
port for the program has been con
tinuous since 1966. 

''Your success, and the success of 
those who preceded you in the 
Upward Bound program, have 
encouraged the federal government 
to continue its support of this pro-

UPWARD BOUND alumni scholarship winners and program counselors are 
(from left center) Paul Couto and Daniela Melo of Central Fall High School, 
and Katherine Zharkova of Shea High School. Counselors are Claudia 
Erazo-Conrad and James Walker. (What's News Photo by Gordon E. 
Rowley) 

gram," said Nazarian. "Had you and 
your predecessors not done so well, I 
am sure that the federal government 
would not have offered its continued 
support." 

Upward Bound is the federal
funded college-based program that 
prepares selected students from the 
area's six targeted schools for com
pletion of high school and acceptance 
at college. All are first in their fami
lies to attend a four-year college or 
university. 

A total of 39 colleges and universi
ties granted acceptance to the grad
uates, who chose 15 to attend, 
including RIC, the University of 
Rhode Island, Boston College and 
Northeastern and Brown universi
ties. 

Nazarian noted that no high 
school in the state approaches the 
Upward Bound program rate of suc
cess with 100 percent of its gradu
ates being accepted at college. 

Other speakers included Mariam 
Z. Boyajian, program director, who 
opened the 34th annual graduation 
exercises which, she said, "recog
nizes the successes of the Class of 
2000." 

Gary M. Penfield, vice president 
for student affairs and dean of stu
dents, offered a salute to the gradu
ates. 

Three Upward Bound Alumni 
Scholarships were awarded as well 
as one from each of the four school 
districts in which the participating 
high schools are located. 

Presenting the 12th annual 
alumni scholarships was Edmanuel 
(sic) Gill, chair of the scholarship 
committee and an Upward Bound 
alumnus from the Class of 1985. 

The winners, their high schools 
and amount of awards are: Daniela 
Melo , Central Falls , $2,000; 
Katherine Zharkova, Shea, $1,500; 
Paul Couto, Central Falls, $1,000. 

Target School System Scholarships 
of $500 each were presented to the 
seniors with the highest academic 
averages. They are: Betty Jefferies, 
East Providence; Lin Chen, Central 
Falls; Derek Botelho, Pawtucket; 
Razvan Mirica, Providence. 

The Outstanding Service Awards 
were presented to Debra Catley
Pedro, retired chair of the Central 
Falls High School Guidance 
Department; Richard Escobar, asso
ciate director of admissions at 
Boston Colleg~; John J. Fitta, assis
tant vice president for finance and 
controller at RIC, and Jeremiah 
Ryan Jr., retired chair of the Shea 
High School Guidance Department. 

Each was cited for contributions 
toward the success of the program. 

A reception followed the ceremony. 

BEING HONORED by the Prov
idence Police Departmenf during 
its fourth annual awards luncheon 
June 4 at the Providence Con
vention Center is Rhode Island 
College Campus Officer Anthony 
Decosta. At left, Decosta (fore
ground) stands as a citation is read 
by Major Richard T. Sullivan (at 
podium) and Providence Police 
Chief Urbano Prignano waits to 
present the award. 

In May of 1998, Officer Decosta 
f9und and thereby saved the life of 
an elderly North Providence woman 
who suffers from Alzheimer's dis
ease. Nora Carroll, 87, had wan
dered from her home and was 
found by Decosta in woods adja
cent to the campus. Doctors, 
according to Carroll's grandson, 
Michael Carroll, said the if she had 
stayed outside in the cold another 
hour, "she would not have made 
it." (What's News Photo by Gordon 
E. Rowley) 

28 inducted 
into psychology 
honor society 

Some 28 Rhode Island College 
students who have achieved aca
demic excellence were inducted 
into Psi Chi, national honor soci
ety for psychology majors, in cer
emonies April 19 in Alumni 
Lounge, Roberts Hall. 

Inducted were: Danielle 
Norton, Diane Whipple, Elise 
Arruda, Alivia Samo, Stephanie 
Enos, Heather Fink, Erin Heelon, 
-Kenneth Hynes, Noah Dunn, 
Deanne Hall, Megan Hebert, 
Heather Madrid, Damien 
Baldino, Julia Bass, Todd 
Bianchino, Lisa Delomba, Jamie 
Durand, Kerri Ferraris, Erica 
Evans. 

Also, Melinda Kennedy, 
Jazmine Mena, Scott Miller, 
Christina Millete, Mary Moffitt, 
Michael Morissette, Melissa 
Rodrigues, Amy Shaw and Jennie 
Silvia. 

Summer Art 
Program 

Registrations are being 
accepted for the 2000 Rhode 
Island College Summer Art 
Program. Classes are designed to 
provide a fun, relaxed environ
ment for children ages 5-15, to 
satisfy their creative energies. 

Classes will be offered in mixed 
media, sculpture, and drawing 
and will be held J_uly 10-20, 
Monday through Thursday, from 
9:00 am to noon. Fees for the two 
week program are $170. 
Registration deadline is June 20, 
although early enrollment is rec
ommended as class size is lim
ited. 

Brochures and registration 
information are available at the 
Rhode Island College Art 
Department at 456-8054. 

New student 
orientation 
sessions 

Some 1,500 freshmen and 
transfer students and their par
ents or guardians are expected to 
converge on the Rhode Island 
College campus for Orientation 
this summer, according to 
Dolores A. Passarelli, director of 
the Office of Academic Support 
and Information Services 
(OASIS). 

All new freshmen are required 
to attend one of the seven 
Orientation cycles which begin 
July 5 and end July 20-21. 

The program for parents and 
guardians -from 600 to 700 are 
expected - will be conducted 
July 6, 10 and 17 from 8:30 a.m. 
to 1:30 p.m. and July 11 and 18 
from 5-9 p.m. 

Orientation for transfer stu
dents is Aug. 21, 22 and 23. 

Orientation, conducted annu
ally for new students to the 
College, is an introduction to life 
at RIC and to what it offers stu
dents both intellectually and 
socially. 
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Foundation & Alunini Affairs 
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Promising 
Practices fair 
slated for Nov. 4 

The third annual Promising 
Practices multicultural media fair 
and workshops is scheduled for 
Saturday, Nov. 4. The program, spon
sored by the Rhode Island College 
Dialogue on Diversity Committee, 
will feature a keynote address, work
shops and curriculum resources. The 
keynote speaker will be Diana Lam, 
superintendent of the Providence 
schools. Her topic will be "Integrating 
Concepts of Diversity into Sound 
Educational Policy and School 
Reform." 

There will also be a series of work
shops on a variety of subjects related 
to "promising practices" that pro
mote diversity in the classroom. A 
minimal fee will be charged for the 
day-long program. CEU credits will 
be available. For more information or 
to discuss new proposals and ideas, 
contact Promising Practices co-chairs 
Elizabeth Rowell at 401-456-8563 or 
via e-mail at erowell@ric.edu or Mark 
Motte at 401-456-8378 or 
mmotte@ric.edu. 

THE MELODY STAPPAS ENDOWED SCHOLAR
SHIP in music is presented to Ester Zabinski dur
ing a concert by the RIC Chorus and Vocal 
Ensemble May 5 in Roberts Hall auditorium. 
Melody Stappas was a RIC music major who grad
uated in 1982 and died a year later. Inset is 
Melody's mother, Denolda Stappas, who estab
lished the scholarship. (What's News Photo by 
Gordon E. Rowley) 

Annual Fund 
approaches its 
goalof$301K 
2000 campaign ends June 30 

As the June 30 close of the first 
full cycle of the new fiscal year for 
the Rhode Island College Foundation 
and the Alumni Association 
approaches, the RIC Annual Fund is 
close to reaching its goal of $301,000. 

"We are very grateful for the gen
erosity of our alumni, faculty, staff, 
and friends who contributed to the 
annual fund this year. Nearly 
$100,000 was donated just since the 
beginning of April," said Nancy 
Hoogasian, director of the annual 
fund. "This was an incredible out
pouring of support for the College 
and the programs supported by the 
annual fund." 

The annual fund is the fund rais
ing mechanism of the RIC Alumni 
Association and provides unre
stricted funding for a variety of pro
grams, the largest of which is schol
arship aid. 

This past year, the Alumni 
Association awarded over $85,000 in 
scholarships. The annual fund also 
supports a wide range of faculty 
research projects, class reunions, 
alumni events, the Alumni Awards 
and Honor Roll event, Homecoming 
and the Alumni Magazine. 

For further information or to make 
a donation to the annual fund by 
June 30, call Hoogasian at 401-456-
8827 or email her at 
nhoogasian@ric.edu. 

Mark your calendars 
for these upcoming events 

Young Alumni Group hosts 

PawSox 
vs. Columbus Clippers 

July 28; 7 p.m. 
$6.50 

Call 456-9625 for tickets. 

RIC Foundation 
11th Annual 

Golf Day 
Tuesday, Aug. I 5 

Warwick Country Club 
$1 50 per person 

Call 456-81 18 to register. 

Alumni Association 
10th Annual 

Golf Tournament 
Sept. 25 

Cranston Country Club 
$80 before July 1; $85 after 

Call 456-8086 to register. 

Hon1ecoming
Con1e Back to RlC 

Oct.13-14 
Watch your mail for brochure. 
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Students and teachers learn from each 
other through VPDS 
by Shelly Murphy 
What's News Editor 

The students' expertise is 
readily apparent as they 
proudly open up their portfo
lios, which incorporate 

graphics, photography, music and 
text. The graphics appear, rotate, 
dissolve into others and fade away 
for these are not traditional portfo
lios, they are Powerpoint presenta
tions showcasing the students' class 
work, Internet research, creativity 
and computer skills. 

These electronic portfolios are not 
those of students at Rhode Island 
College. They are the products of the 
work of fourth-graders at Veterans 
Elementary School in Central Falls, 
one of the College's six local partner 
schools in the Virtual Professional 
Development School (VPDS) 
Consortium. 

The Consortium is a $9.9 million 
national "technology infusion" initia
tive funded by a five-year U.S. 
Department of Education Technology 
Initiative Award. The initiative's 
purpose is to "infuse" techncrlogy into 
teacher preparation and K-12 
schools. The goal is to help teachers 
(from kindergarten through college) 
and teachers in preparation learn 
how to use and apply new technology 
in the classroom to improve students' 
learning results. Through RIC, 
Rhode Island is one of only nine 
states or territories included in the 
project. 

The work going on in the Central 
Falls classroom is a prime example 

COMPUTER SAVVY: Nancy Carnevale (standing), a teacher at Veterans' 
Elementary School in Central Falls, and Judith DeMeo (far left), professor 
of special education, view the projects of students who put technology to 
work in their regular assignments. The College and the school are partners 
under the Virtual Professional Development School grant. The students 
(front to back) are: Jose Muriel, 10; Elias Fuentes, 12; and Vanseea Depina, 
10. (What's News Photo by Gordon E. Rowley) 

cial education. 
"What we have started with the 

faculty will have a domino effect. For 
example, if they model the use of 
Powerpoint in the classroom, it will 
raise the expectation level for the 
students. As the students (education 
majors at the College) do projects 
using technology in the classroom, 
they will see that it is an integral 

collaboration and development 
between the College faculty and the 
teachers at the partner schools. 
"There is much more extensive inter
action between the teachers and fac
ulty in setting goals, observing 
classes and student teachers and in 
professional development ," DiMeo 
said. 

know and do. I have developed a 
deeper understanding of my stu
dents as learners and of their cul
tures," said Carnevale. 

The partnership also allows the 
faculty to explore new ideas. "We 
can talk about concepts in our 
courses and we can work with teach
ers · to try it here," DiMeo said. "Our 
students get more extensive 
practicum experience through the 
PDS partnership and our classroom 
assignment relate directly to the 
experience they are getting in the 
classroom. We can see the difference 
with first day student teachers com
ing out of this practicum. They have 
more confidence and are ready to 
refine skills as opposed to building 
skills." 

The College and Veteran's 
Elementary School had been work
ing as a PDS for about five years 
prior to the Virtual PDS grant, 
which is just finishing its second 
year. "The virtual piece has allowed 
us to focus on technology. It's been a 
process of simultaneous renewal. 
It's rejuvenated the team spirit 
around something new as we all are 
learning from each other." 

RIC's other local partners in the 
VPDS are the following Providence 
schools: Charles Fortes Elementary; 
Robert F. Kennedy Elementary; 
Nathaniel Greene Middle School; 
George J. West Elementary; and 
Henry Barnard School, the labora
tory school located on the RIC cam
pus. 

"The computer equipment is just a tool ... It's how you 
use it that makes a difference." - Carnevale 

For instance, Carnevale has taught 
on technology issues for the RIC fac
ulty and she just recently completed 
a 45-hour literacy in E·nglish as a 
Second Language (ESL) course 
taught by Medeiros-Landurand and 
Nancy Cloud, assistant professor of 
special education. This course was a 
direct result of the professional devel
opment school partnership because 
the need was identified through the 
frequent interaction. 

The VPDS also connects the 
Rhode Island participants with col
leagues across the nation through 
Internet courses, ongoing e-mail 
correspondence and the annual con
ference. For the second time, RIC 
will host the annual conference for 
participants in the national grant. 
About 70 educators from as far away 
as Washington state and the U.S. 
Virgin Islands are expected to 
attend the conference on campus 
from June 23 to 25, according to 
Ron Tibbetts, RIC's site coordinator 
for the VPDS and principal of the 
Henry Barnard School. 

of what the VPDS is designed to do. 
The students are learning the sub
ject matter and developing essential 
computer skills through which they 
can share what they learned with 
their classmates and others. 

The shared learning is not only 
students learning from each other 
and from teachers, but also teachers 
at all levels learning from each other 
and from the students. For instance, 
the elementary school students' 
expertise in Powerpoint, and com
puters in general, eclipses the tech
nical skills of many of their teachers. 

"These kids have taught the 
College students Powerpoint," said 
their teacher Nancy Carnevale, who 
is also a state trainer for teachers in 
technology. "We're (educators) all 
learning how to use the technology. 
It's new for many of us. These kids 
were born ready. At the beginning of 
the year, I teach one or two of the 
kids on Powerpoint and they teach 
each other. They explore and dis
cover new things." 

Judy DiMeo, professor of special 
education at RIC and one of four RIC 
faculty members on the Central Falls 
VPDS team, elaborates, "Everyone is 
learning from everybody. That is 
emblematic of what the PDS does. 
Nancy has done professional devel
opment for the faculty. She is a great 
technology teacher and she has 
coached us. Now we are all using 
technology in our courses and in our 
lives." The other RIC members of the 
Central Falls team are John DiMeo, 
associate professor of special educa
tion; Pat Medeiros-Landurand, pro
fessor of special education; and 
Joseph McCormick, professor of spe-

part of their work," Carnevale said. 
"Teachers need to be nurtured to 

learn it. It's new for many of us. It's 
beyond just word processing. Using 
technology in the classroom is more 
than just having access to comput
ers. The computer equipment is just 
a tool, like a pencil. It's how you use 
it that makes a difference," she said. 

Carnevale uses the Powerpoint . 
software as a learning tool in the 
classroom because it "forces you to 
bring it all together - visual skills, 
oral skills, written composition. It 
also hits on all the disciplines," she 
said. 

The students bring their classroom 
writing assignments and social stud
ies research projects into Powerpoint 
and produce an animated presenta
tion. They get pictures, graphics, 
music and research material from 
the Internet with Carnevale's guid
ance. 

"Incorporating the Internet i:rito 
the cla .ssroom is a very thoughtful 
process. It takes a lot of outside work. 
You need to research it, check out the 
site and links to make sure it is 
appropriate," she added. 

Once the Powerpoint presentation 
is complete, the students use an LCD 
projector purchased with funds from 
the Consortium, to present their 
individual or small group projects to 
the entire class so everyone can ben
efit from their work. Working in 
small groups, they learn from each 
other and build upon each other's 
strengths, Carnevale noted. 

"They love to produce a product of 
value and to demonstrate what they 
have learned by teaching their class
mates," DiMeo said. 

The VPDS model also encourages 

"Working with them has changed 
my practices by enriching what I 

SEVEN HONORS STUDENTS made their final project presentations on May 
1 in the Alumni Lounge. Seated from left are: Kristen Williams, Kathleen 
Hardiman, Doreene Carr and Gerald Ross. Standing from left are: Michael 
Derosa, · Kerri Ferraris and Kristen Hoffman. (What's News , Photo by 
Gordon E. Rowley) ' 
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Former high school drop-out graduates 
magna cum /aude 
by George LaTour 
What's News Associate Editor 

D
uring her three years 
at Rhode Island 
College, Doreen A. 
Shottek of Cumberland 

was a full-time student, a full
time parent, worked part-time 
in the evenings and volunteered 
her time at the RIC Cooperative 
Playgroup. 

With the support of her family, 
she was able to overcome many 
adversities and, by her own 
admission, worked "very hard 
and had many sleepless nights" 
in order to complete her college 
courses with a 3.8 grade pq_int 
average. 

The magna cum laude gradu
ate finished her studies last 
January and returned to cam
pus Saturday, May 20, for the 
commencement exercises. 

Shottek, who was near the top 
of her class in the college-prep 
course at Tolman High School in 
Pawtucket, dropped out of 
school before her senior year 
started. 

"I felt bored," she says. 
Realizing she had made a mis

take, she immediately earned a 
general equivalency diploma 
(GED) and then proceeded to get 
a job as a flight attendant with 
Pan American Airlines. That job 
lasted four years during which 
she got married and had daugh
ter, Alison. 

"When she was 
born, I decided to 
go to the 
Community College 
of Rhode Island to 
be a better role 
model for my 
child," 
Shottek. 

says 

She attended 
CCRI while work
ing jobs as a cus
tomer service rep- ~ 
resentative and 
waitress. She grad
uated with honors 
in June of 1996 
with an associates 
degree in business 
management, and 
then enrolled at 
RIC in elementary 
education with a 
concentration in 
math. 

At RIC, Shottek 
received the Rhode 
Island Commission 
on Women Freda H. 
Goldman 
Education Award, 
the Bruce and 
Marjorie Sundlun 
Scholarship, the 
Feinstein School of 
Education and ASHTON SCHOOL teacher Doreen Shottek, a May grad, works with students (I tor) Chris 
Human Devel- Ray, Allie Bowen and Kaitlin Sarazin. {What's News Photo by Gordon E. Rowley) 

opment Class of 
1940 Scholarship, two Alumni 
departmental scholarships, and 
the Elementary Education 
Faculty Award - along with 
Corrine Zisiades of North 
Smithfield ·- as the outstanding 

graduates of the Class of 2000. 
Shottek is currently a substi

tute teacher holding a long-term 
position as the Youth 
Enrichment Teacher for two ele-

mentary schools in 
Cumberland. She hopes for a 
full-time teaching job by 
September. 

l-eadership, service garners Rose Butler 
Browne Award for RIC senior 

Nazarian 
on School Talk 

by George LaTour 
What's News Associate Editor 

A volunteer with the Liberian 
Community Association of Rhode 
Island, who has served as a commu
nity organizer, advocate and out
reach worker for the past two years 
in support of Liberian immigrants, 
has won the Rose Butler Browne 
Award at Rhode Island College. 

The award, presented annually to 
a graduating senior at the Cap and 
Gown Convocation in May, honors 
the late Rose Butler Browne, a 1919 
graduate of RIC, who during her 
lifetime demonstrated outstanding 
leadership in professional and com
munity affairs. 

Symbu K. N'Tow of Providence, 
who came from Liberia to this coun
try in 1984, graduated from RIC 
May 20 with a degree in social work. 
She will return to RIC in the fall to 
begin study for a master's degree in 
social work. 

Arriving in Boston upon coming to 
the U.S., she attended school and 
worked there until coming to Rhode 
Island in 1991. She and her hus
band, Saah N'Tow, are the parents of 
two children, Sonie and Dwayne. 

Much of her work has entailed 
organizing monthly health work
shops for elders who have been 
abused by their own family mem-

hers. 
N'Tow devotes 

much of her time 
to helping and 
advocating for 
those who are 
disadvantaged 
and unaware of 
the rights to 
which they are 
entitled. 

"This is a coun
try that the 
American gov
ernment is 
telling its own 
citizens not to 
travel to and yet 
they are consid
ering sending 
Liberians back," 
says N'Tow. 

That possibil
ity troubles her. 

N'Tow feels the 
Liberians here 
"work very hard" 
and "are law
abiding citizens" 
and d·eserve 
more considera
tion. 

"I am a 
Liberian, by 

Because of the 
civil war in that 
country, many 
L_iberians had 
fled to the 
United States 
where they were 
granted tempo
rary protective 
status. - Now, 
they no longer 
enjoy that sta
tus, says N'Tow, 
but ar e und er 
" Deferred 
Enforced 

SYMBU K. N'TQW 

v irtue of birth 
and a .natural
ized United 

Departure" status which, "if not 
renewed in September will mean the 
refugees will become illegal aliens 
and be forced back home." 

N'Tow says there are over 10,000 
Liberians in Rhode Island. Next 
September, many of them may be 
deported back to their homeland, 
which "is not a safe country to go to," 
she says. 

States citizen. I 
came to this country as an immi
grant and a single mother . As a 
result of the difficulties I encoun
tered .. ~I decided to play an active 
part in making sure that others who 
come after me do not endure the 
same," says Symbu N'Tow. 

Her Rose Butler Browne Award 
recognizes the considerable efforts 
she's made to that end. 

Rhode Island College President 
John Nazarian was a featured guest 
on a segment of the cable television 
talk show School Talk which was 
videotaped May 25. The segment, 
which featured Nazarian and Chris 
Carr, president of St. Martin's College 
in Lancaster, England, was aired on 
WSBE, Channel 36 on June 3 and is 
slated to air again on Saturday, July 8 
at 3:30 p.m. 

The program can also be viewed on 
the Internet at www.onworldwide.com, 
according to Nadjia Varney, School 
Talk producer and host. School Talk, 
which is taped at Bridgewater State 
College, is a weekly te,tevision talk 
show dedicated to discussing topics 
of national and international interest 
relating to education. 

The segment featuring Nazarian 
and Carr focused on student 
exchange programs for education stu
dents and compared the British and 
American systems for teacher prepa
ration. 

RIC and St. Martin's College have 
developed several exchange pro
grams in recent years. 

For more information about these 
programs, contact Ezra Steiglitz, pro
fessor of elementary education and 
coordinator of study abroad for the 
Feinstein School of Education and 
Human Development at 401-456-8560 
or via e-mail at esteiglitz@ric.edu. 

For more information about School 
Talk, contact Varney at 508-285~3469. 

iv-4. .JUL Li.::>1Ju1 i 1 , v1 a.~ 
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Justice Studies awar ·d winner has chosen a 
career in · law enforcement 
by George LaTour 
What's News Associate Editor 

A
Rhode Island College grad
uate picked up his second 
RIC degree in May about 
the same time his wife gave 

birth to their third child. As if that 
weren't enough excitement in his 
life, Joshua Smith's job is that of a 
Woonsocket policeman who works 
full-time on the "Zombie Squad." 

The most recent degree is in 
Justice Studies; the newest addition 
to his family is a second son, Joshua 
James-Paul Smith, who joins Joshua 
and Gina's other children, Jesse and 
Kristina; the third or "graveyard" 
shift (referred to as the "Zombie 
Squad" by the Woonsocket police ) 
finds Smith "mostly patrolling" the 
city's streets by car late night until 
dawn. 

The 30-year-old Smith, who 
earned "predominantly all A's" in 
Justice Studies in course work com
pleted in two-and-a-half years, is 
this year's Mary Ann Hawkes Award 
winner in Justice Studies as the out
standing student in that discipline. 

He was cited, along with other 
graduating senior departmental 
award winners, at May 3 Cap and 
Gown ceremonies in the Auditorium 
in Roberts Hall. 

Smith is the 10th winner of this 
award, which honors sociology pro
fessor emerita Mary Ann Hawkes of 
Wellesley, Mass. Hawkes is known 
for her many years of work in correc
tions. 

The son of James and Marlene 
Smith of Cumberland, Smith gradu
ated from Cumberland High School 
before entering RIC for a bachelor of 
general studies degree, which he 
earned in 1995. 

"Law enforcement was something 

I had wanted to do, but when I first 
came to the College, I was in educa
tion and kind of switched around a 
lot. However, something inside me 
said, 'I really want to be in law 
enforcement,' " relates Smith. 

As many undecided students do, 
he went to see Dolores A. Passarelli, 
director of the Office of Academic 
Support and Information Services 
(OASIS), "and she was very helpful 
in setting me up i_n the bachelor of 
general studies program with four 

---,_concentration s : teaching, health, 
biology and sociology. Sociology is 
where I started taking my law 
enforcement classes." 

After earning that first degree, he 
worked in health care and also as a 
martial arts instructor, teaching 
women's self-defense for 
Cumberland's recreation department 
from 1995 to 1997. 

The seed of a career in law enforce
ment had been planted earlier. Then 
in 1997 he became involved with the 
Woonsocket Citizens Police Academy, 
which "basically allowed citizens to 
see the inner workings of the police 
department and meet some of the 
personnel." 

This ''very much" influenced him 
and served as the "water for the 
seed" and that's .when he decided to 
follow police work. 

He came back to RIC for a second 
degree - in Justice Studies - and 
on March 14, 1999 joined the 
Woonsocket Police Department. 
After training at the Rhode Island 
Police Academy, he began his career 
in law enforcement. 

"It's a profession that took a lot of 
soul-searching," he says, but now 
he's certain he made the right deci
sion. 

"Without a doubt, this is the career 
for me. I'll be going the full stretch,'' 
Smith assures. 

WOONSOCKET'S FINEST and one of Rhode Island College's academic 
award winners is Joshua Smith who got his second degree from RIC May 
20. (What's News Photo by Gordon E. Rowley) 

4.0 grad 'no genius' just someone 
who 'worked really hard' 

Communications 
honor society 
inducts 13 

by George LaTour 
What's News Associate Editor 

Lori Streker of Warwick, who was 
this year's outstanding graduate in 
accounting in the management and 
technology department with a per
fect 4.0 grade point average, credits 
God, the support of her family and 
the Rhode Island College faculty for 
her success. 

Down-playing her own role, the 
summa cum laude graduate with 
the double major of accounting and 
computer information systems says 
she's "no genius - just someone 
who's worked really hard." 

"Whatever you put into 
something is what 
you're going to get out 
of it." - Lori Streker 

A 1979 graduate of Cranston West 
High School, she was employed as a 
bookkeeper for several years, mar
ried Michael Streker and had two 
children, Sheena and Joel. During 
this period she provided home 
schooling for her children and per-

LORI STREKER 

formed volunteer work for the Rhode 
Island Guild of Home Teachers as 
well as for her church. 

Then she decided to pursue an 
associates degree in general studies 
at the Community College of Rhode 
Island . "I took that because it 
allowed me to explore different 
areas," says Streker, who graduated 

in December of 1997 with highest 
honors and induction into Phi Beta 
Kappa scholastic honor society. 

She transferred to RIC where 
she's been on the Dean's List every 
semester for the two and half years 
it took her to complete her studies. 

While at RIC, she earned a 
Financial Executives Institute 
Award in accounting, was listed in 
Who's Who Among Students at 
American Universities and Colleges, 
and served as a member of the 
Acco.unting Asi9ociation, the 
Institute of Management 
Accountants and the Computer 
Science and Math Club. 

"Whatever you put into something 
is what you're going to get out ofit," 
she says. 

Streker says RIC was "the only 
choice I had financially'' for a college 
education and found it "a pleasant 
surprise." 

She considers RIC "a good value" 
one that provides "an excellent edu
c a ti on" with caring faculty and 
small classes. 

Streker feels that the education 
she's received ha s prepared her well 
to pursue a business career. 

A strong believer in life-long 
learning , Lori St r eker plans to get 
into the job market while pursuing 
further education on a part-time 
basis. 

Thirteen communications stu
dents were inducted into Lambda 
Pi Eta, the national communica
tions honor society, in ceremonies 
April 20 in the Alumni Lounge. 
The induction capped the day-long 
annual Communications Day at 
Rhode Island College. 

Those inducted were: Julie B. 
Ciaramello, Sharon Brouillard, 
Dave Major, Kristen Crozier, 
Michelle Ahlborg, James Smith, 
Richard Fredette, Suet Pik Au 
Yeung, Michael Halloran, Ashley 
Mello, Chris DiFazio, Yaviri Grosso 
and Paul Reece. 

A number of panels in the 
Faculty Center looked at careers 
and issues in the field of communi
cations. 

John DePetro '87, the 
"Independent Man" ofWHJJ-AM 
morning talk show, told the audi
ence of students and faculty that 
he "still looks back at things I 
learned at RIC's radio station." 

He discussed some of his experi
ences in the many aspects of radio 
in which he's been involved since 
his RIC graduation from disc 
jockey to music director to pro
gram director to general manager 
to talk show host, and assured 
"communications is a tremendous 
field to get into." 
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Class of 2000 graduates amid pomp and circumstance 

CONGRATULATORY TWIRL: Joseph Saifi grabs his graduating sister, 
Carol-Anne Saifl, as she emerges from the New Building, and twirls her 
around. 

Commencement---------
continued from page 1 

that wasn't enough . He and h i s 
wife sold. their po sse ssions , gave 
their money to th e poor , an d initi 
at ed a mini s tr y - Habitat for 
Humanity - bas ed in housing. 

H e urg ed th e gra du ates to "lift 
the limits from your thinking" for 
they are among "the pri vile ged 
an d elit e of t h e w or ld " and ca n 
give much to the world . 

Th e honorary degree of Doctor of 
Fine Arts was bestowed upon 
Barnaby Evans, best known as the 
creator of Water Fire Providence 
an d a leading historical preserva 
tionist and photographer. 

Among the other speakers at the 
graduate commencement were 
Providence Mayor Vincent A. 
Cianci Jr.; Sarah T. Dowling, chair 
of the state Board of Governors for 
Higher Education; Susan A. 
Hogan, master'.s candidate, and 
RIC President John Nazarian, 
who reminded the graduates that 
"life is fragile." 

Nazarian noted that the dean of 
the Sch ool of Social Work George 
D. Metrey could not be wit h them 
th a t night due · to an au t omobile 
a ccid ent that took th e lif e of hi s 
wife, Cheryl. 

"The Me t rey Famil y is in our 
thoughts and prayers tonight," he 
said . 

Undergrad Coilllllencement 
Na nc y Ev a n s, chair of the 

Council of RIC, led the procession 
of seniors into the gym to the 
strains of "Pomp and 
Circumstance." Christine M. Noel 
sang "The National Anthem" fol
lowed by the invocation by Michael 
Napolitano, chaplain. 

Gov. Lincoln C. Almond brought 
the official greetings of the state 
and told the seniors to "always 
look to the future with hope." 

The governor urged the students 
and their families to support a $63 
million bond issue he's proposed to 
enhance academic facilities among 
the state's colleges and universi
ties. The proposal will be on the 
ballot in November. 

Cheers and applause greeted 

Nazarian when he addressed the 
"members of the Class of2000." 

"I am proud of the can-do spirit 
of the graduates ," he said . 

The honorary degree of Doctor of 
P ed ag ogy was bestowed upon 
Gordon M. Ambach, one of the 
na tion 's leading experts on federal 
and state education policy making, 
who delivered the commencement 
addre ss. 

A gra du ate of Hope High School 
whose 44-year care er in education 
has include d 10 yea rs as the New 
York stat e commi ssi oner of educa
tion, he to ld th e se niors the Class 
of 2000 "is the conne ction bet ween 
the centuries" an d enco u raged 
them to take on leadership roles in 
their new careers through per
sonal connections wh ich include 
workplace coaching, creati vity and 
global connect ions. 

Others a war ded honorary 
degrees we r e Lu t her H. Blount , 
entre pr ene ur and inventor from 
War r en , who fou q ded the Blount 
Ma r in e Corp . H e was named a 
Doctor of Commercial Science. 

And Edward J. Liston, president 
of the Community College of 
Rhode Island since 1978. He was 
named a Doctor of Public Service 
for his work as "one of the nation's 
most influential community col
lege leaders." Liston will retire 
this month . 

The Golden Anniversary Gift of 
$15,000 was presented to 
Nazarian by Edward R. Silva and 
John W. Trombi, members of the 
Class of 1950. Calling themselves 
the "Nifty 50," Silva said the 
College had given his class "a won
derful chance to be something bet
ter." 

Among the other speakers were 
William Turner, a member of the 
Board of Governors whose daugh
ter, Kathy, was among the gradu
ates; Peggy E. Sandoval, class 
president who offered farewell 
remarks to the class, and Paul A. 
Bourget, alumni president, who 
welcomed the class into the RIC 
Alumni Association. 

PH<?TO OPP_ORTUNITY: Graduate O/atubosun Akinrolabu poses with family members, while his father, Class of 'BO, (at right), dressed in his 
native N/ger,an costume, takes photos . 

ACKNOWLEDGING A STANDING OVATION, after his address at graduate commence
ment on May 18, is Millard D. Fuller, the founder and president of Habitat for 
Humanity International. 

A CHEESEBURGER IN PARADISE is the theme 
on the mortarboard of Melissa Moran, a psy
chology major and Jimmy Buffet fan. 

Photos by 
Gordon E. Rowley 

AN ESTIMATED CROWD OF 5,000 pack the New Building as inclement weather forces commencement exercises indoors for the first 
time in 13 years. 

-
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Sports 
Roundup 

Baseball 
Head Coach Scott Perry's team finished 

the 2000 season with a 10-24 overall record 
and a 5-9 (fifth place) mark in the Little 
East Conference. The Anchormen were elim
inated from the Little E11st Conference 
Tournament with a 4-3 loss to UMASS
Dartmouth in the first round. 

Junior third baseman Scott Virgulak w~s 
named First Team All-Little East 
Conference. He played in 32 games, starting 
31 on the year. He batted .377 with 114 at
bats, 24 runs, 43 hits, 16 RBI, 10 doubles, 
two home runs, 59 total bases, a .518 slug
ging percentage, .454 on-base percentage 
and a .849 fielding percentage. Virgulak's 43 
hits were the 10th most in a single season in 
RIC baseball history, · 

Softball 
Head Coach Maria Morin's team finished 

the season with a 23-17 overall record and a 
9-5 (third place) mark in the Little E.ast 
Conference. The Anchorwomen defeated 
Plymouth State College 3-0 in the first 
round of the LEC Tournament. RIC fell in 
the double elimination second round with a 
5-1 loss to Southern Maine and an 8-0 loss 
to Western Connecticut State University. 
RIC's 23 wins were a team record for a sin
gle season, surpassing last year's mark of 22 
by one game. 

Senior first baseman Rachel Medeiros 
and junior pitcher Lea Wiggins were named 
First Team All-Little East Conference at 
their respective positions. Katie Costigan 
was an Honorable Mention to the All-LEC 
team at designated hitter, quite an accom
plishment considering she is only a fresh
man. 

Men's Tennis 
Head Coach Dick Ernst's team closed out 

the 2000 campaign with a 5-6 overall record 
and a second place finish at the Little East 
Conference Championships. 

Senior Joe Testa was the Little East 
Conference Champion at both number one 
singles and doubles. Testa is sixth all-time 
at RIC in career points, seventh in career 
singles victories and fifth in career doubles 
victories. 

Senior Pat Prendergast was the LEC 
Champion at number two doubles with 
Testa. He is third all-time at RIC in career 
doubles victories, fourth in career points and 
sixth in career singles victories. 

Sophomore Paul Perry was the Little East 
Conference Champion at number four dou
bles. 

Men's Track and Field 
The men's outdoor track and field team 

finished the season with an 11th place finish 
at the 2000 Little East Conference/MASCAC 
Alliance Championships. Head Coach Dick 
Hoppman's team finished fifth among Little 
East Conference institutions with 19 points. 

Dan Fero was named All-Alliance/Little 
East in the steeplechase event, placing sixth 
overall in that event. 

Women's Track and Field 
The women's outdoor track and field 

team finished the season with a seventh 
place finish at the 2000 Eastern College 
Athletic Conference (ECAC) Division III 
Championships. Head Coach Matt Hird's 
team placed 20th at the 2000 New England 
Division III Championships. RIC placed sec
ond in the Little East Conference, and third 
overall, at the 2000 Little East/MASCAC 
Alliance Championships. 

Senior Melinda Roczynski closed out her 
career in dramatic fashion by being named 
All-ECAC and placing first overall in the 
high jump witb a leap of 5'01. 75" at the 
ECAC Championships. She was named All
New England in the high jump, placing 
third with a leap of 5'00.00" at the New 
England Championships. She placed first 
overall, and was named All-Alliance/Little 
East, in the highjump with a leap of5'02.00" 
at the Alliance Championships. 

Roczynski holds both the RIC indoor and 
outdoor high jump records at 5'04.25" and 
5'05.00" respectively. 1999-2000 marked the 
second consecutive year that Roczynski was 
the Alliance Champion in the high jump 
event for both the indoor and outdoor sea
sons. 

Athletics 
11 with RIC ties honored by RIBGHE 

HONORED: ·student-athletes pose with College President John Nazarian following the RIBGHE Distinguished 
Student-Athlete Awards reception at the State House. Pictured (I tor) are Jen Cook, Stephanie Florio, Joan 
Henefer, Jessica Robitaille, Brandee Trainer, Nazarian, Erica Waltonen, Beth lacoi, Jeff Lavigne, Sean Magee, 
and Joe Manzella. (Photo by Scott Gibbons) 

Ten current Rhode Island College 
student-athletes and one alumnus 
were honored by the Rhode Island 
Board of Governors for Higher 
Education at the second annual 
Distinguished Student-A-thlete 
Awards Reception held in the 
Governor's State Room at the 
Rhode Island State House on 
Wednesday, May 3. 

The event was designed to give 
significant public recognition to 
men and women from the 
Community College of Rhode 
Island, Rhode Island College and 
the University of Rhode Island who 
have had significant achievements 
in their academic and athletic pur
suits at their respective institu
tions. The honorees have also 
demonstrated exemplary citizen
ship and community service. 

Laura DiSano, Chair of RIBGHE 
Athletics Committee, was the mas
ter of ceremonies. Gov. Lincoln C. 
Almond and RIBGHE Chair, Sally 
Dowling, attended the reception. 

.The Rhode Island College 
Distinguished Student-Athlete 
award-winners were: Jennifer 
Cook, a senior from West Warwick 
who plays women's basketball and 
softball; Stephanie Florio, a junior 
from Johnston who plays women's 
soccer, indoor track and outdoor 
track; Joan Hender, a senior from 
Warwick who plays women's soccer; 
Beth Iacoi, a junior from Westerly 

who plays women's basketball; Jeff 
Lavigne, a senior from Glendale 
who plays men's soccer; Sean 
Magee, a senior wrestler from St. 
James, N.Y.; Joe Manzella, a sopho
more wrestler from Leominster, 
Mass.; Jessica Robitaille, a junior 
from Greenville who plays soccer; 
Brandee Trainer, a sophomore from 
North Kingstown who plays 
women's volleyball and Erica 
Waltonen, a sophomore from West 
Greenwich who plays women's vol
leyball and basketball. 

The RIBGHE also honored a 
Distinguished Student-Athlete 
Alumnus from each school. 
Cranston's Vin Cullen '55 was RIC's 
award-winner. 

The history of CCRI Athletics 
and Vin Cullen are almost the 
same. Since the fall of 1965, Cullen 
remains the only director of athlet
ics and men's basketball coach 
CCRI has ever had. 

Cullen has made his mark 
nationally, both as a leading ath
letic administrator and a basket
ball coach. He has served the 
National Association of Collegiate 
Directors of Athletics (NACDA) as 
a member of NACDA's Executive 
Committee and its secretary. He 
has been a delegate to the Goodwill 
Games in Moscow and a member of 
the Kickoff Classic Games 
Committee. He is also the chair of 
NACDA's Continui'ng Education 

Hall -of Fame Class of 2000 1 

The Rhode Island College Department 
of Intercollegiate, Athletics, lntramurals 
and Recreation recently announced the 
Athletic Hall of Fame Class of 2000. Nine 
former RIC student-athletes/coaches 
have been selected and will be officially 
inducted at the Athletic Recognition 
Dinner, held in conjunction with 
Homecoming, on·saturday, Oct. 14. 

This year's inductees are: Joe Aguiar 
'60 who was a soccer student-athlete 
and coach; Billie Ann Burill who was a 
master swimmer and fencing coach; 
Kathy Kelly-Luther '80 who was a gas
ketball student-athlete and coach; Lois 

Testa Lynch '57 who was an Olympic 
athlete and the National Shot Put 
Champion; Dick Magarian '62 who was 
a wrestling coach and is the current 
director of the Rhode Island 
Interscholastic League; Cesar 
Palomeque '77 who was a basketball 
student-athlete; George Tracey '51 who 
was an official, coach and educator; 
Silvio Tartaglia '53 who was a soccer 
student-athlete and the former president 
of the Rhode Island Soccer Officials 
Association and James White '74 who 
was both a soccer and baseball student
athlete and an educator. 

Committee and a member of sev
eral other boards. Cullen was 
recently named the first recipient 
of the 1998-99 NACDA/Continental 
A.D. of the Year in the Junior 
College Division. 

He was one of the founding mem
bers of the National Alliance of Two 
Year College Athletic 
Administrations (NATYCAA), and 
served as national president in 
1995. NATYCAA honored Cullen 
with the L. William Miller Award 
as the nation's outstanding athletic 
administrator in 1997. 

He recently received Words 
Unlimited's Small College 
Achievement Award and was 
inducted into the Rhode Island 
Scholar-Athlete Hall of Fame by 
the Institute fo:r International 
Sport on May 6. , 

His success as a basketball coach 
is equally astounaing. 

· He just completed his 35th sea
son without ever missing a game. 
One of only five members of the 
executive board of the NJCAA 
Basketball Coaches Association, he 
was selected National Basketball 
Coach of the Year in 1991 and has 
been inducted into the NJCAA Hall 
of ·Fame. He was selected by the 
U.S. Olympic Committee as an 
assistant coach at the 1987 Olympic 
Festival. His current won-loss 
record is an impressive 668-253. 

Spring Sports 
MVPs named 

.Baseball: 
Luke Hardiman 

Tennis: 
Joe Testa 

Men's Track and Field: 
Dan Fero 

Women's Track and Field: 
Keely Sobin 
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RITE graduate infuses drama, history and real 
life into classroom 
by Shelly Murphy 
What's News Editor 

A
lthough she has been recog
nized as "a wonderful asset 
to the social studies teaching 
profession and her stu

dents,"this year's Katherine Murray 
Outstanding Future Teacher Award 
recipient didn't set out to be a teacher. 
In fact, Carina Cournoyer '97 and 
Rhode Island Teacher Education 
(RITE) program '00 didn't know what 
she wanted to do when she came to 
Rhode Island College as a freshman 
in 1993, or even when she graduated 
magna cum laude in 1997 with a dou
ble major in anthropology and archae
ology and a minor in geography. 

"My interests and strengths have 
always been in social studies and 
English,"Cournoyer says, but she 
wasn't sure exactly how she would 
turn her interests in those general 
disciplines into a career. Her journey 
toward that decision started with an 
anthropology elective at Cranston 
High School West and culminated 
with her earning her RITE certifica
tion. Along the way, she conducted 
:fieldwork in a Cree Indian community 
in Canada, studied in Montreal for a 
year, and served as a school-to-career 
specialist for a year through the 
AmeriCorps Vista. 

After her interest was piqued by 
the initial anthropology class, she 
applied for early acceptance to RIC 
(whose anthropology department was 
highly recommended by a teacher at 
her high school), earned a RIC 
Foundation honors scholarship, and 
entered the Honors Program. 

"The Honors Program at RIC was 
challenging. I liked the way I could 
tailor my education and integrate 
English and.history,"she said. As an 
undergraduate, she was selected as a 
Robert C. Byrd Scholar and awarded 
a Ridgway F. Shinn Study Abroad 
grant to attend McGill University in 
Montreal, where she completed her 
junior year. 

In the summer prior to her year at 
McGill, she spent two weeks in a Cree 
Indian community in northern 
Quebec doing fieldwork on indigenous 
rights and the James Bay 
Hydroelectric Project for her honors 
project. Her interest was sparked by a 
film on the Cree Indians that she saw 
in a class taught by Pierre Morenon, 
associate professor of anthropology. 
"The film showed the differences in 
the Cree Indians lives since the 
hydroelectric dams were built. It 
affected their hunting grounds. There 
was some compensation. Their lives 

Case Management 
Institute awards 
certificates 

CASE MANAGEMENT CERTIFI
CATES: The School of Social Work 
awarded certificates of completion 
to graduates of its Case 
Management Institute May 16 in the 
Forman Center. Above from left are 
Catherine Houle, Claudia Barber, 
Josefa Cruz, Justine Gregory, 
Yvette Wheeler, Sherry Konicki, and 
Charlene Ventre. Presenting certifi
cates is Mary Ann Bromley, profes
sor in the School of Social Work, 
while John Riolo, institute coordi
nator, looks on. (What's News Photo 
by Gordon E. Rowley) 

CARINA COURNOYER, Katherine Murray Award winner, with the notebook 
she used to teach a class on the history of Woonsocket. (What's News 
Photo by Gordon E. Rowley) 

are changing dramatically. They are 
modernizing rapidly." 

In the 1970s when the film was pro
duced, "they were still very much a 
hunter-gather society,"although 
changes from the influx of money and 
modern society were beginning to 
occur, Cournoyer said. When she vis
ited the Cree community, the differ
ences even from the time of the film 
were striking. Although fur trading 
was still very much a part of their 
lives, the signs of modern life were 
apparent. "It's an 11-hour drive north 
of Montreal. It's in the middle of the 
woods with just a gravel road leading 

to it. When I got there, they were 
developing a youth center and build

. ing a police station,"she recalled. 
The next fall, Cournoyer studied at 

McGill University, focusing on 
Canadian history, culture and indige
nous issues. She returned to RIC for 
her senior year. Upon graduation, she 
joined AmeriCorps VISTA community 
service program to gain experience 
and broaden her options. "I wasn't 
sure what I wanted to do. I wasn't 
ready for graduate school, although I 
was considering it. I also was consid
ering going into education." 

The school-to-career position pro-

vided an opportunity to explore the 
field of education. "It gave me a good 
theoretical background dealing with 
education issues such as education 
reform. It also gave me experience in 
grant writing and (the opportunity) 
to talk to principals and teachers,"she 
said of her VISTA experience. 

"I've always liked interacting with 
youth. Teaching is a good opportunity 
to make a significant change, to affect 
youths' lives in a positive way. It's 
also a way for me to convey my excite
ment (about learning and the subject 
matter) to students. It has ended up 
being so much fun. It's amazing what 
you can get teenagers to do. They 
have a bad rap. It's gratifying when 
you see them create something they 
are really proud of." 

The stops along the way, helped 
Cournoyer define her career and are 
reflected in her teaching. This spring, 
during her student teaching at North 
Smithfield Junior-Senior High 
School, she had the eighth-grade 
geography class debate Cree rights. 
The students researched papers, cre
ated visual projects and debated both 
sides of the issue for two days in 
class. 

"It was something I was interested 
in and provided a way to get them 
excited and get them to think analyt
ic ally about Native American 
issues,"Cournoyer said. "Eighth
graders are at a great age where they 
are still enthusiastic about learning. 
You can infuse drama into the class
room, and they'll participate." 

Cournoyer is dual-certified to teach 
English and social studies in sec
ondary education, grades 7 - 12. She 
is pursuing an endorsement in 
English as a Second Language so she 
can more effectively teach second lan
guage students in her classes. 

She is interested in language cul
ture in part because most of her fam
ily speaks Italian. Her father was 
born in Italy and his family immi
grated to America when he was 12 
years old. Her mother's family also 
speaks Italian. She recalls being at 
family gatherings and not under
standing the conversation. She 
started studying Italian when she 
was in the ninth grade and can now 
be an active participant in the discus
sions. 

Cournoyer is currently substitute 
teaching and looking for a permanent 
position. Her husband, Mitchell 
Cournoyer '97, who also graduated 
from the RITE program, is currently 
substitute teaching and continuing to 
work as a dispatcher for the West 
Greenwich Police Department, where 
he worked while pursuing his degree 
and teaching certification. 
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Vivien Acevedo Monica S Botelho JohnJ Coen Jason P Durand Tania Gozzi Julie A L'europa Alicia E Marques Adebayo O Odukoya Sandra V Rodas Amy E Strickland 
Colleen E Achin Joshua W Bottomley Tracey Coggins Kimberly L Dusseault Alexander Gracia Courtney Labbe Diane Marques Toyin Ogundipe Kerissa L Roderick Deidre M Sullivan 
Marilyn A Ackaway Michael B Botvin Kristin M Colello Kenneth A Duva Lynn M Grandpre Julie A Labossiere Sandra C Marques Melissa A Oliveira Erica B Rodin Joseph R Labrecque Rebecca E Sullivan 
Heather F Adams Matthew M Boucher Joye M Coles Sabrina J Dworkin Jessica J Granger Alisha Martin Michelle A Oliveira Cristina Rodrigues KimLSun 
Stephanie L Adams Pamela M Boucher Karen A Colicchio Angela C Dyl Matthew P Graves Megan L Labrecque Christine M Martin Elaine S Oliver Melissa A Rodrigues Trevor S Suter William B LaChance 
Luigi Agostini Jennifer R Boudreau Cara T Collins Malgorzata Dziadkiewicz Lisa O Gregoire 

Andrea M Lachapelle 
Kelley L Martin Robert P Olsen Sara R Rodrigues Heidi E Swanson 

Nancy B Agostino Michelle T Boudreau Melissa A Comerford Patrick Edouard Deborah Y Griffin Kelly L Martin Jesus R Ortega Angela M Rodriquez Kristen L Swanson 
Michelle S Ahlborg Robin Boudr eau Thomas P Conlon Kelly E Egan Matthew B Grizack Janet J Lachapelle Steven M Martin Jill Osmanski Michaela F Romano Melissa A Swanson 
Bamidele A Akinnusotu Roy W Boudreau Jennifer Cook Jennifer R Eibel Sheri L Gronostalski Christine M Laclair Wendi K Martin Joseph F Osmanski Rebecca L Romano Mark Sweeney 
Mary A Akinnusotu Tracy M Boudreau Lisa E Cooney Adam A Ekelund Ingrid S Grothe Kathryn L Laduke Philip A Martineau Alisha S Oster Tara L Romano Tammy C Sweeney 
Christian L Alarie Mari e F Bourgery Susan I Copley Cynthia M Eldridge Meli ssa J Grover Tanya M Laforge Lisa M Martinelli Christy Ottilige Michelle J Rondeau William M Sylvia 
Jonathan C Alarie Jeanine C Bourget Matthew M Coppola Olutayo E Elemo Sheila M Grzych Lisa A Lagace Johanna D Maslen Diana L Ouellette Keri L Rossi Melissa A Talbot 
III R Albanese Amy-lynn Boutelle David T Costa Keith M Elliott Michelle L Guertin Erin M Laliberte Celeste M Masse Jessica A Ouellette Sharlene M Rossi Erica L Tanfani 
Ramona A Albero Heather R Bowen Jean M Costa Dorie F Ellison Greta A Guilbault Becky A Lamarre Alana M Massemino Alana Pacheco Tracey A Roy Teresa J Tanguay 
Jennifer M Albuquerque Martha R Bowling Jennifer R Costa Sasha L Ellms Jessica L Guilmain Gina-Marie Lambert Daniel J Mastrostefano Katherine S Pacheco Timothy A Rubel John A Taraborelli 
Nicholas S Alfred Stephanie L Boyd Melissa A Costa Shana Emmett Tara S Gurka Kristina L Lambert Leigh V Matheu Nicholas H Pacheco Paul D Rupert Melissa L Taurisano 
Marisa E Allard Keri E Boynes Melissa M Costa Daniel D Enes Juan A Gutierrez Troy D Lambert Michelle D Mathieu Carolina Pachon Jacqueline A Russell Elizabet Tavares 
Shannon B Allard Juhe M Braga Sherie A Costa Tracy A Enos Nancy M Guzman Michelle M Lamoureux Jennifer L Matteo Jill~ Pado Pierina A Russo Shelly L Tavares 
Kimberly E Allenson Michelle A Brancato Tonya A Costa Jennifer R Erickson Kathleen B Hagan Maria C Lancellotta Gina M Mattera Maria D Pais Jeremy D Sadler Greg J Tedino 
Lynsie L Almeida Jennifer L Brandt Brandon R Cota Robert Z Estabrook Aimee L Haile Sarah A Lanctot Michaela J Mayer Nicole C Palin Kerrin L Sadlier Matthew J Tek 
Megan A Almond Katherine E Brennan Jacqueline E Courtemanche Kimberly A Eudy Deanne L Hall Catherine L Landry Jennifer B McCann Nicole M Palmisciano Tania L Saguid Jennifer L Tellier 
Gabriel Alvarez Nicole Briganti Jennifer M Courtney Bradley F Evans Bethany A Hallas Roland J Lane Karen McCarthy Domenic A Panterra Catherine C Salerno Jessica L Tempest 
Carrie Alves Angela L Briggs Lucia Couto Laura K Fabrizio Michael Halloran Tracy L Laneres Kathleen L McCarvill Brian Pappas Michelle M Salgueiro Michael P Terranova 
Nancy L Alves John R Brochu Kristian D Coutu Melissa A Fabrizio Joanne L Hami!Lon Angela M Lang Amanda J Mccombs Rebecca L Paquin Amy B Salustio Acelia Terrero 
Paul N Amaral Danielle Brooks Michelle D Coutu Janine M Falanga Catherine L Hanley Kerrie Lang Dawn M Mccormick Georgina M Parascandolo Shuny Sanaie Joseph G Testa 
Shaney M Andella Jimmette N Brooks Donna M Couture Jody J Fallon Robert F Hanlon Courtney A Langello Meghan McCormick Aimee M Parent LangSanneh Edwin H Tetreault 

Katie L AndersoTL Sean R Brooks Jeffrey A Crins Gennaro Fandetti Katie L Hanson Carrie M Langlois Jennifer L McCoy Melanie R Parent Jonathan P Santini Nicole M Tetreault 
Tara M Anderson Kristy C Brouillard Toni A Cristi Christopher Farias Kathleen A Hardiman Donald F Lannon John J McDonnell Tarrah P Parent Amy Santorelli Robert C Theriault 
Beverly Andrade Sharon T Brouillard Keith E Croft Carla A Fazio Jessica R Harris Chantal H Lanoie Timothy M McDuff GinaM Pari Edgar A Santos Katherine A Thomas 
Sarah R Andrade Julie J Brown Kristen S Crozier Scott B Feiro Sarah L Harris Christy Lanzi Elizabeth A McElroy Elizabeth M Parrillo Joao C Santos Jason A Thomson 
Tania M Andrade Kristen M Brown Tara M Crudden Toni J Fellela Karli M Hastings David R Lapham Michelle McGillivray Lisa D Pasonelli Julia Mari R Santos Heather Thorburn 
Alison L Angers Kristine A Brown Dulibel Cruz Adam T Fernandes Christine M Hauck Jeffrey J LaPlante Aliza M McGrath Bethany L Patalano Melissa A Santos Steven P Tingle 
Kristin P Angilly Brigid K Bucci Christina A D'Ambra Tina M Fernandes Paul J Heatherton Jennifer J Laplume Jeffrey C McGuirl Maulik M Patel Paula C Santos Wendy RTodd 
Marc E Angiolillo James M Buchanan Julie A D'amico Daniel J Fero Erin E Hebel Maureen B Lapre Joseph P McKeon Sally N Payne Stephanie E Santos Amilcar A Toj 

Nancy L Anthony Denise M Buchignani Thomas A D'angelo Sandra C Ferrao Kristen L Hebert Nicole M Laprise Melissa A McLaughlin Michael T Paz Daina M Santurri Lauren E Tommasiello 

Cynthia a Antignano Nicole M Bucka Julie M D'Antuono Dayna E Ferrara Tracy G Heinz Eileen LaRiviere Cynthia J McLellan Kaitlyn L Pearson Lea M Sarro Denise R Tondreau 

Caroline M Antinucci Diane M Bugner John D'urso Sharon Ferrara Catharine C Hellwig Suzanne M Larmie Margaret M McMahon Heather L Peckham Melissa A Sarro Nicole I Tondreau 

Desiree A Antonelli Amy L Burgess Sergio E Da Costa Kristen L Ferreira Dok C Hemond Maleeha A Latif Lisa N Mcpeak Nicola R Pekrul Diane Sattari Jennifer L Topping 

Laura F Aragao Sara R Burton Bernadette F Da Rosa Kristina L Ferreira Kathryn E Hennessey Marc B Lavallee Carla M Medeiros Kelly Pellerin Kelley L Schimmel Richard Torti 

Erica M Arbige Courtney J Bush Gregory D Dalpe Patricia J Ferreira Kevin P Herchen Cynthia L Lavigne David C Medeiros Jean A Pepper Jessica A Schondek Jessica E Tracey 

Lianne P Archambault Jennifer K Butler Jessica E Dalton Alyson G Fester Alicia M Hersperger AmyE Lavoie Nancy C Medeiros Kelly A Perron Joanna C Scoggins Brandee L Trainer 

Sondra N Arnold Alicia J Byrd Jason F Danahy Heather C Fink Holly-Jane Hewitt Jennifer L Lavoie Pedro A Medeiros Joshua S Perry Shelley A Scopelliti Kerri L Travers 

Jessica B Arrighi Alfred J Cabral Heather L Dandrow Jennifer L Fisette Amy Heywood Martha C Lawrence Jessica L Mele Kathleen M Per'ry Kristen E Scully Jeffrey A Travison 

Elise M Arruda Karen Caesar DerekJ Davenport Jaclyn J Fisher Kimberly A Hicks Rachel B Lawrence Kathleen B Melillo Lori A Peters Brittany E Seavey Brenda A Traynor 

Kristie J Arruda William J Cafaro Rachele A Davis Michael Fitzpatrick Laura B Hicks Sarah A Leavitt Julie Melino Regina A Peters Kerrie J Selmanie David Trinh 

Nellie Arruda Linda E Cafferty Michelle M De Brum James P Florio Anissa L Hoard Kimberly A Lebrun Thomas J Mellen Catherine M Petit Ryan G Senecal Jessica A Trinque 

Bethany A Arthurs Sheila K Cahill Alicia M De Fronzo Stephanie A Florio Bryan A Hodge Stacy M Leca Jayson E Mello Stephanie J Petricone Jessica M Senerchia Alaka Tripathi 

Kelley-Ann Asciolla John Paul Calci Laurie A De Fusco Kerri B Flynn Kristen Hoffman Eric D Leep Jennifer L Mello Tammy R Petricone Pamela J Senese-cooke Melissa A Trudel 

Suet-Pik Au Yeung Melissa J Calkins Matthew D De Gruchy Sherry L Flynn Jonathan J Hoisington Alicia M Lefort Keri L Mello Eric J Petrosinelli Sengoudone S Sengvilay Dena R Tsonos 

Denise S Aubin Mary C Callahan Ronald A De La Zerda Alison M Foley Eileen B Homen Jennifer A Lema Thomas J Mello Jessica L Pezzullo Elizabeth A Sermak Nicole M Turcotte 
Nicole Auclair Ross T Callen Joel A De Marco Stacey A Follansbee Stephani S Housley Nicole L Lemay Tammy L Mellon Tara E Phelan Suzanne F Serra Felicia A Turner 
De-Anne M Augusto Dawn M Calvitto Bethany T De Nardo Kristen Follows Michael G Howe Kyle M Lemery Jasmine Mena Steven C Phelps Jerrirose Sessoms Lynn M Turner 

Darcie E Aungst Dedra RCamp Joana S De Oliveira Cibelle Fonseca Ellie B Huffman -Jessica M Lemieux Danielle R Menard Jaclyn S Phipps Cheryl L Sexton Scott D Turner 

Stephanie L Authelet Tara L Campanella Paul E De Rita Jenna L Fournier Rachel A Hughes Bobbie-Jo B Lemire Jan M Mendoza Ann-marie Piantadosi Shawn M Shannon-missal Kristen M Twardowski 

April A Backman Angela M Cano Michael A De Rosa Kristina R Fournier MaryE Hunt Lynn A Leone Alvin D Meservey Jessica L Piasecki Kaitlyn J Sharp Mark Ullucci 

Jill A Badeau Jacquelyn T Cappelli James A De Simone Monique J Fournier Shaun L Hunter Robert J Lepage Jennifer K Messier Jennifer M Picard Arthur J Sherman Jennifer M Urban 

Bridget D Baird Stacey M Caputi Anne-marie Dean Elliott Fox Sara E Hutchings Kerrie L Lesage Kimberly Metivier Frank M Piccirillo Melissa J Sherman Sharon A Usher 

Shane A Baker Tricia S Cardillo Justine M Dean Melissa L Francis Ryan Hynes Karen E Letendre Albert J Michaud Melissa A Pichette Susan C Sherman Kyleen J Vadenais 

Rebecca L Bannon Michael P Cardin Christina G DeBarros Ann M Franco Robin L Iaciofano Rebecca E Levasseur Lisa M Middleton Gary J Pigeon Tanya Signore Natalia D Vanegas 

Shannon A Barata Erin L Cardone Lisa M DeFusco Michael A Fredette Bethany L Iacoi Ericka L Levesque Kristen M Miga Shanan C Pimental Jaclyn Silva Dora L Velasquez 

Sarah A Barna Nina C Cardoso David M Dekonski Amey S Fregeolle Michael F Iannone Tosya A Lewis Jessica A Miller Steven M Pinch Michael A Silva Summer D Venagro 

Tara M Barnett Sherri L Carello Melissa A Del Nigro William D Fregoe Rachael K Iannuccilli Cristina Lima Patricia D Miller Corinne L Piner Paul J Silva Eric Ventura 

Linda L Barrette Bethany H Carland Robyn M Del Ponte Susan Freitas Jessica M Iiams Susan M Lima Heather M Mills Diane Pinto Peter M Silva Tiffany L Ventura 

Alanna N Barta Justin L Carley Justin M Delaire David S Frericks Loann B Izzi Nancy Lindsay Christophe A Mink Robert C Pires Sharon M Silva Erin R Verber 

Julia KBass Heather A Carlson Paula J Demuth Kedrin A Frias Olivia K Izi>;i Hollie K Lizotte Patricia M Mojzak Christina Pirolli Suzette Silva Rachel Vieira 

Heather A Bean Brian B Carney Richard Denningham Lorraine L Fusco Wendy J J 'zen Donna M Lobello Peter J Mollo Anthony T Pirri Kerri A Silverman Stephanie Vieira 

Christine M Beaubien Rebecca S Caron Kenneth N Depot Jenny L Gadoury Charles H Jackson Jason P Logie E1ica L Moniz Lenore E Plante Christine M Silvia Bruce A Vierra 
Christophe R Beaucage Courtney B Carpenter Catherine M Derouin Joyelle M Galli Vincent M Jackvony Michael R L,ombardi Kara B Moniz Megan S Plante Corrie Silvia Rosemarie S Villegas 
Danielle L Beauchemin Karen Carpenter Kristen L Desvoyaux Joanna M Gallo Elizabeth A Jaeger Alicia C Longley Matthew Moniz Michelle D Plouffe Heather A Silvia Lisa J Vinacco 
Danielle M Beaudoin Donald L Carrara Lauren J Dettore Stephanie Gallo Brenda L James Gina M Longolucco Faith E Montaperto Donald F Poirier Jennie C Silvia Bethany A Vincent 
Shannon E Beaudoin Nicole L Carrara Angela M Deus Andrew Galuska Gregory A Jamiel Andrea T Lopes Chris Moore Jessica S Ponichtera John A Silvia Melissa A Voller 
Tara S Beaulieu Nicole M Carrier Dana A Di Benedetto Christopher M Gamache Kevin M Jamro Carla I Lopes Douglas J Moore Elizabeth A Potanas Taysha A Silvia Donna Vongratsavay 
Angela M Bedard Susan L Carson Annalee J Di Donato Jessica L Gardner Jaclyn E Jamroz Gretchen L Lopez Patricia E Moorehead Doreen M Powers Diane M Simek Keo-oudone Vongvilay 
Amy B Bednarz Keri A Carter Maria Di Masdo Erin K Garlick Laurie E Jansen Ana M Lourenco Melissa S Moran Jerzy P Prachniak Ember W Simmons Michael F Walach 
Michael G Bedrossian Timothy C Carthen Jennifer L Di Nola Deborah J Garneau David P Jarvais Kate D Lovejoy Gabriel Morar Shannon L Praski Ricardo Simoes Deborah S Walker 
Charlene M Begin Tamara J Carty Roy T Di Nola Steven R Garneau Sarah M Jodoin Rebecca A Low Carol J Moreau Peter A Prendergast Marybeth Simonelli Jeffrey M Walker 
Sherrielyn M Belanger Lori Casali Dawn M Di Petrillo Brent c Garriepy Christiana V Johnson John T Lowell Shelli L Moreau Michelle L Frew Kristy L Siravo John S Walker 
Todd A Belcher Kathleen T Casalino Jodie L Di Pierro Nikki M Garriepy Melissa R Jones Kathryn Lowther Carla C Moreira Kelly M Prior Casey I Smith Richard P Wallace 
Bethany L Belisle Amanda J Casiano James M Di Pippo Tracy E Garrity Veronica M Jones DaV1d M Lukasiewicz Cindy M Moreira Julie P Proulx Emily C Smith Isabel M Wallin 
Erica A Bellemore Michele L Castagliuolo Joanne M Di Raimo Kerri L Garvin Deidre-lyn A Jordan Raina A Lupien Wendy A Morgan Christophe D Puleo Haley R Smith John Walsh 
Jennifer Bellizzi Stacey A Castellucci Melissa L Di Scmllo Dawn M Gasior David C Jubinville Carol E Lussier Jennifer S Morin Vanessa R Quinterno James F Smith Kerry J Walsh 
Michelle Benoit Desire Celadon llimberli J Di Spirito Katherine B Gately Jennifer H Jutras Danielle M Lussier Margaux S Morisseau Ellen G Quintin Jennifer M Smith Erica Waltonen 
Patricia J Bentley Michael P Cellemme Christina M Dibiasio Jessica M Gauthier Suzanne B Kahrs Kelli Lussier Carolyn J Moseley Nicole M Rabideau Jonathan Smith Susanne A Warrener 
Michael J Bento Peter R Ceprano Kristen DiChiaro Bethany N Gauvin Patricia A Kammerer Kimberly M Lussier Heather M Mosher Michael J Rado Michele A Smith Bethany J Waterman 
Marina Berdak Tegan M Cerullo Andrea DiCicco Carrie B Gelinas Amanda B Kanaczet Megan A Luther Melissa E Mudgett Michele L Radomski Robert E Smith Michael Waterman 
Gregory P Berger Tracy L Cesana Sarah J Diggle Michael P Gendice Jonathan A Kantorski Marissa L Lytle Jacqueline S Murphy Douglas R Randall Ryan L Smith Tabitha J Watjen 
David R Bergeron H. Marie Cespedes Denis R Dionne Daniel M Gendreau Benjamin A Kaplan Lynne M Mac Donald Kristen M Murphy Abigail P Raspallo Sharon C Soares Tammy M Whelan 
Mark C Bernier Mark D Chakiris Mamadou M Diop Michele E Gerber Tova M Karlsson Nicole L ::VJac Kay Cynthia D Murray Brian A Rathier Amanda A Soave Nadine J Whitaker 
Bianca R Bertoncini Alissa L Chamberland Nicholas R Doire Robert J Geremia Alaina M Kayata Kerri L Mac ViLtie Nicolas J Murray Brenda L Rattray Michael J Solitro Claire P White 
Lynn A Bettencourt Joy M Chamberland Dominique E Doiron Stephen M Gerling Colleen M Kelley Jeffrey LMachado Robert A Murray Staci R Raycroft Michael P Sollitto DawnMWhite 
Wendy G Bettez Nuria R Chantre Diane S Domer Lynn M Gervais Courtney M Kelley Scan M Magee Angela L Musco Trisha M Rayhill Danielle V Solotke Karen E Whitehead 
Ilana Bilik Sheila D Charron William J Donovan Robert W Gervais Erin K Kelley Kate E Magu1re Peter M Mwasaru Brian M Rector Srey KSom Cameron Whitehorne 
AnzelBio Anita C Chase Julie K Dorazio Jason A Gervasini Brian H Kelly Lorie E Maguir e-henders KarenM Nabb Nelly Rego Kelli L Soscia Stacey M Whitlock 
Christine T Biron Carrie A Chasse Gorete Dossantos Amy B Giguere Meaghan M Kelly David A Major Kelly L Nadeau Sheri L Rego Anthony C Soucar Robert H Whittaker 
Darlene L Biron John W Chen Kelli J Downes Jennifer J Gilbert Deborah L Kennedy Gina K Malanga Sherry L Nassi LucyWReid Timothy A Sousa Kristen A Williams 
James E Bishop Stephen W Cheney Cheryl-Ann Drew Marcyanna Gilbert Michelle M Kennedy Meghan L Maleski Erin M Nealon Rachel C Reid Arthur E Souza Jame s E Williamson 
Amanda J Bisson Heather L Chenot Gary Driscoll Steven D Girard Jennifer M Kesack Jason W Malloney Colleen Needham Hannah C Resseger Julie A Specht Emily Wilson 
Taryn J Bjorklund Thy Chhan Tracie A Drolet Jason J Giroux Nikki L Kettle Arthur E Manchester Amie J Nelson Jennifer L Retelle Laura M Spence Jillian Wolff 
Kyle L Black Andrew P Chisholm Jeffrey L Drury Galina Gladkova EvaB Khalil Erik J Mancyak Weayonnoh J Nelson Elizabeth A Reybrock Daniel R Spero Peter C Wood 
Dana L Blanchard Kathleen L Choquette Erica L Drzal Kelly R Gleason Michelle J Kiernan Julianne M Mandeville Patricia Newcum. Pamela J Rhynard Michelle F Spinola Aldea R Yanski 
Jocelyn S Blanchet Jamie L Christina Andrea M Dubois GayleLGlew Kevin P Kirby Alicia M Manganelli Lavonne Nkomo Julie M Ricci Lori A Squires Pamela J Yoder 
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Catherine M Boisvert Adrienne M Cinelli Heather A Dubrule DanaRGoff Supreet S KohJi Deanna J Mantoni Danielle L Norton Melissa M Richard Leslie A St.Hilaire Christophe P Zabbo 
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Stephanie M Boocock Kevin Clarke Christine Duhamel Jessica B Gotjen Amy L Krzyzek Michelle D Marcotte Thomas P O'connell Joanne T Ritzen Sarah J Stevenson Corinne L Zisiades 
Stephanie N Booth Debbie J Claudino NoahJ Dunn ErinM Gouin Matthew R Kucharski Lissa M Marinaro Jennifer L O'Donnell Anna C Rivera Andrea J Stewart Marianna Zotos 
Dina S Botelho Jessica R Clegg Christina M Dunne Dana G Gousie Alane Kulak Anthony W Marino Michael J O'donnell Gina M Rivera Al P Storm Ellen J Zyrkowski 
Edward S Botelho Leslie A Clemens Olga Dupa Mary B Gousie Sasi Kumar Hollie A Mariorenzi Erin A Oakley Amy E Robert Catherine C Stover 

""" Ernest J Botelho AmyLClune Melanie A Dupuis Congratulations to all! Anabela L Gouveia MarniE Kunz Melissa M Marks Aimee L Oconnor Karen D Robinson Lori A Streker 
Manuel Botelho Donna M Coderre Jaime M Durand Michelle M Gouveia Jennifer L Kusiak 



.r 

Page 14- What's News, June 12, 2000 

ADMISSIONS GUIDES pose outside of the Forman Center. From 'left are: Jennifer Cyr, Kim Malone, Katie 
Anderson, Michael Crittenden, Kally Hanifin, Susan Chen, Tim Touchette and admissions officer Irene Rupert and 
admissions representative Jason Anthony. The guides provide tours of the campus throughout the year. (What's 
News Photo by Gordon E. Rowley) -

RIC professor-helps Lincoln with substance 
abuse study 

Research and surveys can 
become very costly, as Victor 
Profughi, professor of political sci
ence, knows. So when he was con
tacted by the Town of Lincoln's 
Substance Abuse Prevention 
Council to conduct a survey of 
town residents to evaluate the 
impact of the Council's efforts and 
to provide guidance in the plan
ning process, he looked for ways to 
stretch the group's budget. 

"The task force had a five-year 

Seminars conducted 
for print industry 

The Graphic Communications 
Center program in the Center for 
Management and Technology 
offere_d two seminars sponsored by 
Rhode Island College and the 
Printing Industries of Rhode Island 
this spring in the graphics labs in 
Whipple Hall. 

Representatives from 12 compa
nies participated in a three-day color 
management seminar that was held 
on three Fridays in April. 

Leonore Collins, associate profes
sor of industrial technology, brought 
in a national trainer to instruct the 
participants on ways to ensure that 
the color viewed on the computer 
remains consistent throughout a 
print production workflow compris·ed 
of many pieces of equipment and 
multiple modes of color. 

The second seminar was a half
day session attended by 20 partici
pants from local companies on print
ing four colors on a two-color press. 
The Larsen Company of Connecticut 
and Accel Company, in partnership 
with RIC and PIRI, put the seminar 
together. The Hamada press used 
for the seminar was part of the 
equipment added to the IT Graphics 
area through a Qhamplin grant last 
year. 

grant and is nearing the end of 
that period. They needed an eval
uation of the impact of their 
efforts and information on what 
people think they should do in the 
future," Profughi said. 

He contracted with the town to 
conduct a telephone survey of 
about 400 randomly selected town 
residents and suggested the coor
dinator, Janet Hindley '96 and 
MSW '98, approach the College 
development office regarding 

using its telephone bank. The 
development office donated the 
use of thE; telephone bank and a 
portion of the costs associated 
with the survey, which was com
pleted recently. 

Recognizing the need for addi
tional data, Profughi donated his 
professional services to develop 
and analyze a second survey that 
is to be administered to Lincoln's 
middle and high school students. 

· COLOR MANAGEMENT: Chad Senecal '98 of Barrington Printing, left, and 
Kevin Kelliher of Island Printing, discuss color profile issues at a color 
management seminar in the graphics lab -in Whipple Hall. 

NEASC----
continued from page 1 

Office of Higher Education and the 
Board of Governors for Higher 
E'ducation. 

Accreditation is voluntary and 
applies to the institution as a whole. 
NEASC, which is recognized by the 
U.S. Department of Education, accred
its approximately 200 institutions in 
the six-state New England region. 

"The upcoming College-wide accred
itation is important not only because 
there is an external agency that 
reviews what the College is doing, but 
because it allows us to look at our
selves, to evaluate what we are doing 
and what we must do as things around 
us change," College President John 
Nazarian said. 

"The process is designed to measure 
institutional effe_ctiveness," Bierden 
said. "NEASC is looking for the extent 
to which the activities at the College 
are consistent with its mission and 
that we have a mechanism for solving 
problems." 

In leading the . two-year effort, 
Bierden and Thomas gained insights 

. and broadened their perspectives of 
the College. "The self-study gives us 
an opportunity to see and to talk about 
the College's successes, to identify 
areas of concern, and to make projec
tions about the future," Bierden noted. 
For instance, Thomas said, compared 
to the last study (in 1990), the 
College's finances are better (due to an 
improved state economy), our technol
ogy is significantly improved, and 
strong new academic programs have 
been developed. 

Yet, the process of evaluation and 
improvement continues. "As is often 
the case, positive conditions also can 
have negative consequences. It may be 
argued that a healthy economy, espe
cially in terms of employment, can 
have a detrimental -effect on college 
enrollment," the committee states in 
the overview section of the draft. "New 
facilities increase the need for 
resources to maintain them. 
Technology always has bugs. The 
College has experienced all of these 
negative effects, but on the whole, 
things are good." 

The work on the NEASC self-study 
began in August 1998 when Nazarian 
appointed Bierden, professor of mathe
matics and secondary education and 
director of bachelor of general studies 
degree program; and Thomas, profes
sor and department chair of nursing, 
as co-chairs of the effort. That fall, the 
subcommittees were created and the 
research work began in earnest. In the 
spring 1999 semester, the subcommit
tees drafted outline reports for review 
and comment by the co-chairs. The 
subcommittees then wrote their final 
drafts. The co-chairs met with various 
subcommittees and also made a pre
sentation about the continuing accred
itation process to the Student 
Community Government. 

Finally, in the spring 2000 semester, 
the 15 separate reports were coordi
nated into one document. Now that 
the draft is complete, the co-chairs are 
seeking comment from the College 
community. They have posted the doc
ument on the College's web page 
(www.ric.edu) and have placed copies 
on reserve at Adams Library. The co
chairs would appreciate written com
ments. This summer, they will con
sider the comments and make appro
priate changes as they refine the self
study, which is limited to 100 pages. 

"NEASC has specific guidelines to 
which we are responding. Not every
thing everyone wants to say will be 
included in the self-study, but the 
College community will have the 
opportunity to share comments with 
the surveyors while they are on cam
pus in October," Bierden said. 

For more information, contact 
Bierden at 401-456-9781 or via e-mail 
at jBierden@ric.edu or Thomas at 401-
456-8013 or pthomas@ric.edu. 



May graduate plans to 
continue in her own 
business and teach 
by George LaTour 
What's News Associate Editor 

Me: 2~ years of ow~ing and 
mldmg her own interior 
esign business, Deborah 
artin-Estrella of 

Smithfield decided the time had 
arrived to consolidate-her previous 
encounters with several institu
tions of higher education and found 
that Rhode Island College - which 
she refers to as Rhode Island's best 
kept secret - offered just the right 
program to meet her academic 
goals. 

On May 3, sh~ was given the 
Bertha Christina Andrews Emin 
Award for scholastic excellence by 
the RIC Foundation at the College's 
annual Cap and Gown Convocation. 

On May 20 at the undergraduate 
commencement, she received her 
diploma for having completed a 
bachelor's degree in career and 
technical education with a 3.78 (out 
of a 4.0) cumulative average. 

A native Rhode Islander, she had 
attended St. Mary's Academy at 
Bay View for nine years and then 
transferred to Cranston West High 
School where she graduated. 

She attended the University of 
Rhode Island, the Community 
College of Rhode Island from which 
she earned an associate's degree in 
general studies, and the Rhode 
Island School of Design. 

"It was.around 1980 when I began 
a series ,of classes . . Basically, twas 
all over the page," says Martin
Estrella. 

Having accumulated over 90 cred
its at these institutions of higher 
learning, she entered RIC in 
September of 1999 and focused on 
the degree that she was to complete 
in a year. 

"I was pleasantly surprised about 
RIC. Being a mature student and 
having been other places, I found it a 
very positive experience," said 
Martin-Estrella. 

"The biggest thing I found was how 
to pursue this goal I have of teaching 
interior design," she says. 

Martin-Estrella explains that 
there is no certification for teaching 
interior design "so I'd be breaking 
new ground." 

She says the "area is becoming 
more and more professional" · and 
there are standards nationally "but 
not at present in this state." 

In the meantime, she plans to pur
sue a master's degree in interio.r 
design at Suffolk University in 
Boston which, she says, has a new 
program on the master'.s level. 
· She and husband, Michael, have 
two grown sons, both graduates of 
Boston College. One is a certified 
public accountant and the other a 
financial analyst. Both work in 
Boston. 

Martin-Estrella did her student 
teaching at New England Tech and 
eventually plans to see if they have 
any openings. "Other than that, it 
would have to be vocational schools 
where I would have to develop a pro
gram." 

Her goal is to teach while main
taining lier interior design business . 

STUDENT TEACHERS' RECEPTION: A reception to celebrate students as 
new teachers and to honor Carina Cournoyer, the Katherine Murray Award 
winner and other award recipients was held May 12 in the Alumni Lounge. 
Above Robert Hogan, professor of English, looks over the notebooks of 
Lisa P~sonelli {left), who taught English at Park View Middle School in 
Cranston, and Kate Desilets, who taught English at Ponagansett High 
School. (What's News Photo by Gordon E. Rowley) 
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INTO INTERIOR DESIGN: Deborah Martin-Estrella with some of the mate
rials she uses fn her own interio; design business. (What's News Photo 
by Gordon E. Rowley) 

Faculty research grants 
Continued from page 1 

Multilateralism and the Eastern 
Enlargement of the EU," $1,500; 
Krisjohn Horvat, art, "Sublimation: 
The Sculpture Series," $1,485; 
Pamela Irving Jackson, sociology, 
"Citizenship as the Institu
tionalization of Class Conflict in 
Industrial Society: The Case of 
Immigrant Workers in the United 
States, France and Germany," 
$1,441; 

Dana Kolioachuk, biology, $1,547; 
Marc Lamontagne, physical sci
ences, "The Development of a Novel 
HPLC Detection Scheme for the 

'--Analysis of Biologically Significant 
Compounds," ·$2,450; Jianhong Liu, 
sociology, "Transition to Market 
Economy and Crime Trends in 
China," $$3,800; Thomas Malloy, 
psychology, "Development of a 
Statistic to Estimate the Relative 
Effects of the Stimulus and the 
Perceiver's Organization of the 
Stimulus in Interpersonal 
Perception," $1,375; 

William Martin, art, "Research in 
Hot Metal Working for Sculpture/' 
$1,380; Charles Marzzacco, physi
cal sciences, "The Effects of Micelles 
on Chemical Reactions," $2,400; 
Meradith McMunn, English, "The 
Iconography ofYseult in Illustrated 
Medieval Manuscripts," $1 ,695 ; 

Thomas Meedel, biology, 
"Identification of Cis-regulatory 
Elements of CiMDF, the MkyoD
family gene of Ciona Intestinalis," 
$2,270; Apollos Nwauwa, history, 
"Neo-colonialism and Academe: The 
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British Intellectual Imperialism in 
Colonial Africa, 1940-1960," 
$3,900; Mindy Ochsner, elemen
tary education, "Locating, 
Sustaining and Disrupting Gender 
Discourses: A Feminist 
Poststructuralist Study of Gender 
in Three Kindergarten 
Classrooms," $1,550; 

Jeannine Olson, history, "Nicolas 
Des Gailars," $3,498; Steven 
Rivers, physical sciences, 
"Determination of Thickness and 
Index of Refraction for Tungsten 
Trioxide Thin Films/ $1,424; Bret 
Rothstein, art, "On the Order of 
Seeing in Early N etherlandish 
Painting," $2,770; Lisa Russell, 
art, "Analysis and Interpretation of 
Form and Space Relationships," 
$2,500; 

Daniel Scott and Amritjit Singh, 
English, "The Harlem 
Renaissance's Infant Terrible: A 
Wallace Thurman Reader," $1,012; 
Bryan Steinberg, art, "3-D 
Synthesis of Ceramic Form," 
$1,850; Duncan White, psychology, 
"The Effects of Extremely Low 
Frequency Magnetic Field 
Intensity on the Development and 
Learning Behavior 'of the Grain 
Beetle, Tenebrio molitor: Part Ille," 
$1 ,355; 

Felicia Wilczenski, counseling 
and educational psychology, 
"Utility of the School Independence 
Measure in Assessing the Needs of , 
Children with Attention and 
Learning Challenges," $600. 
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Plan to join us! 

Dedication of the 
John Nazarian 
Center for the 

Performing Arts 

Sept. 15, 2000 

2 p.m. ribbon-cutting 
ceremony, followed 

by tours 

This event marks the beginning 
of a year-long dedicatory season 
featuring special performances 

and events. 

THE JOHN NAZARIAN CENTER 
for the Performing Arts nears 
completion, down to the sur
rounding cement work and land
scaping. (What's News Photo by 
Gordon E. Rowley) 

Retirees recognized at Gala for years of service 

FACULTY RETIREES who attended the 
Commencement Gala pose with 
College President John Nazarian. From 
left are: Arthur Laferriere, professor of 
physical science; Ellsworth "Red" 
Starring, professor of elementary edu
cation; Edward Scheff, professor of 
theatre; Mayne Cubbage, professor of 
communications; Patricia Lyons, asso
ciate professor of elementary educa
tion; Dix Coons, associate professor of 
modern languages; James Turley, 
assistant vice president and dean of 
the graduate school; and Nazarian. 

Nazarian announced that all of these 
retiring faculty members as well as two 
members not present - Paul angh
lnettl, professor of Englls_h, and Joseph 
Mcsweeney, associate professor of 
English and Secondary Education -
had been named professors emeriti. 
(What's News Photo by Gordon E. 
Rowley) 

STAFF RETIREES who 
attended the Commencement 
Gala pose with College 
President John Nazarian. 
From left are: Joan Walker, 
administrative secretary to 
the vice president for acade
mic affairs; Bert Cross, direc
tor of the records office; Lois 
Lewis, eligibility · technician in 
financial aid; Barbara 
Matheson, costume designer 
for music, theatre and dance; 
Angela Capasso, senior word 
processing typist in security 
and safety; Frances Taylor, 
principal clerk-typist in biol
ogy; and Nazarian. (What 's 
News Photo by Gordon E. 
Rowley) 
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