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INTRODUCTION 

MY first interest in history was at the age of ten, in 1898 when I 
could hardly wait.for the Providence Evening Bullet in to arrive , 
my par en ts to finish reading mt so I could cut out pictures of bat 
tleships to pa ste in my own scrap book . 

There was a family s cr ap book containing articles mainly abou t the 
Negro which I read. Many old clippings have been tr a nsferr ed to my 
files which have been a great source of interest in my lat er re
search. 

In 1935, when Governor William H. V1;1nderbilt announced the first 
appointments to the Rhode Isl a nd Tercentenary Committee, there was 
Negro ere presentation, so at the request and sug gestion of the Provi 
dence branch of the NAACP, the following were added:- Joseph G. Le
count, Esq., Mi ss Reberta J. Dunbar, Dr. Andrew L. Jackson , Sr ., 
Mrs. Ulysses T. carter, Sr ., Dr. earl R. Gross of Providence , Mrs. 
Beverly Tinsley, Mr. Leroy Williams and Mr. William H. Hilton of 
Newport. 

The group met at Miss Dunbar•s home on December 11, 1935 to orga 
nize and plan the scope of t he ir activities. Many sug gestion were 
presented but the one having the great est appea l was to have dif
ferent members wri te on various categories such as ar t, l aw, le
gisla tors, medicine , dentistry, pharmacy, nursing, teachers clubs 
etc and to compile and publish a pmi,a~l et on the History of the 
Negro in Rhode Island. Mr. Lecount was named to serve as chair
man and Dr. Gross, as s ecretary. I have all the corre~poddenee ~~eP
taining to this effort st ill in my possesion, (1970). 

Financial assistance was not forth coming from the general com
mittee altho they thought well of the project due to lack of mo
ney, so the ef fDrt slumped . 

My interest became intensified from the great amount of material 
that was coll e ct ed so in the late fifties I began to research and 
authenticate to compile the follo wing infammetion. 

earl R. Gross , M. D. 
Providence , R. I. 1970 

The Chronological Notes on the Negro i n Rhode Island denies any 
liability for • statement of facts or , opinions by contributors 

Files on: - ART CHURCHES CLUBS ORGANIZATIONS DENTISTRY LAW 
EDUCATION INVENTORS LEGITSIATURE MEDICINE MILITARY 
PHARl!ACY PRESS NURSES MISCE 
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Address by William P.H. Freeman, January l, 1937, Annual Anniver
sity of the Emancipation at the Beneficean t con gregational (Rounft 
Top) Church, Providence, R. I. Providence branch of the NAACP. 

A Tercentenary History of 300 Years, arranged end illustrated by 
Winfred R. Cyr,(c) Eve Bul 10-8-36. 

Personal notes on Negro Churches in Rhode Island by Mrs. Ulysses T. 
Carter, Sr., assisted by Mrs. Beverly Tinsley. 1936. 
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A scrap book of press releases all over the United States and Can
ada, three gold medals out of seventeen she wore( 1in concert, six 
photographs, a flyer of the Galifornia tour belo~~ng to Madame Sis
sierette Joynor Jones, "The Black Patti" given to me by William P. 
H. Fre eman and I in turn presente d all to the Jesse E. Moorland Col
lection, Howa rd University, Washington, D. c., also a short history 
on the life of Madame Jones as I knew her. CRG 

161st Anniversary program of Bethel AME Church, 1795-1956, the first 
Negro church in Providence, R. I., with church history inside cover. 

Negro Churches in Rhode Isl a nd before 1860 by Robert Glenn Scherer, 
Jl'., Rhode Island History, January 1966. 

original minute book of the first Quarterly Conference of the ~ME 
of the Zion connection formed by Jehiel Bemone, Sept. 2nd 1837. Be
low on the same page informent Sister Catherine Chesbrew of how the 
church started. 

\,"'-'""""'b.,_/ 
Anti-Negro Prejudj _ce and Discrim9,tion in Rhode Island, 1860-1900 by 
Jean Girard, (RICTTJil'.iS.tlDJ!Y Honort), June 7, 1966. A great amount of infcr mce 
information was g iven to him by Carl R. Gross, M. D. See ttis paper. 

History of Negro Masonary in Rhode Island from the proceedings of 
the Most Worshipful Eureka Grand Lodi;e, Free and Accept ed ~las ons of 
the s tate of Rhode Isl a nd, fr om 1902 to 1906, includi ng a Histori
cal Sketch. Printed by the Meiecury Publishing Company, Nevi port, R. 
I., 1907. Encl 

Letter of appoint ment of a Ne, re , roup to the Rhode Isl and state 
Tercentenary Committee and the minutes of th a t group by earl R. 
Gross, M. D., secretary, 1935-1936 



III 

INTERVIEWS 

William A. Heathman, Esq. * Many times v1hen he was 94 years old after 
a prof essional visit I would sit and talk at his home and he would 
tell me about his d isap pointments as well as his achievements; about 
the first four members of the Rhode Island General Assembly,( see 
file on them ),how one was not too vocal, he was a li atener , so the 
Speaker at the end of the session would give him a nod, he would ad-
dress the chair saying, Mr. Speaker, ""I move the House do now adjourn"; 
He tole me of a slave who was shipped North who became the coachman 
for l!.r . corlis)!' of the Corlis)S steam ensine company and was called, 
Vlilliam "'Boxpeel 11 Jones; about being thrown off a trolley car by a con
du cilor who had recently come here from the South, J!.r. Heathman was talk,i, n, 
ing wi th the son of the judge who tried the case, who had correct infor
mation about the case, ( This and more are in an article of the Rhode 
Island Bar Journal on Mr. Heathman, June 1967, Vol xv No 9 ); About Mr. 
Monroe, a walking encyclopedi a on Rhode Is land I.aw, who finished his 
la w course in tow instead of three years, plus many more facts about 
the Negr o here . ( Bar Journal enclosed ), He was the Republican mem-
ber of the Rhode Island state Returning Board, now the State Board of 
Elections, from 1903 to 1919. 

Mrs. Florence West 1•1ard *, the oldest living member of Bethel AME. 
Church, age 95, now residing at the Bannister Hous.e who told me about 
the s ub-cellar in the church which was a station of the Underground 
Railway in Providence . Bethel was the first church in Providence, 
1795- 1961 when it was sold to Brown University. The members bought 
another church where they are now, 1970, how there first building was 
built by the male members, had oo mottgage when finished and owbme 
not a penny. I was tole her mother allowed her to play only with cer
tain children, d id not allow her to wash dish es or her clothes, bring 
ing her up as a lady, changing her clothes twice daily , (This was told 
to me by Mrs . James A Gilbert.) 

Mrs •• James Gross;, nee Margare t west , another of the older members of 
Bethel , telling me about its past . 

Mr. Sidney Brown ;,who gave me an an niversary pro gram oft the 161st 
year with a wonderful ht st ory of Bethe l AME Church. He was also a mem
ber, how he worked for Mr. Peter Sims, a member , an ash remover who 
had h is men screen ashes from east side homes, pick out the clinkers 
and sell by the bushel basket . During financial stress, Bethel Church 
was heated on a Sunday by many busfuels given by Mr, Sims. 

Mrs . James A. Giihbert ;, of Providence, t told me about the Neptune 
Yacht Club on the west side of the bay; "The Inquirers Club" which 
met for discussions on current subjects; "Contraband", a term used 
for slaves · who has fled North, who were housed in barracks at camp 
Fremont, (Dexter Training Ground) where whites would come to engage 
their services until they had permenant jobs; about the old Indian 
Burial Ground at Thayer and Ol ive Streets , how for progress, the bo
dies were exhumed and re-buried out ar&d the North Burial Ground; 

X 

;, Native born Rhode Islander continued 



IV 

INTERVIEll'S 

Mrs. Gilbert c ontinued 
Zebedee Howland, his Indian name was Howling Lands was her gradn-fa
ther on her mother•s side, she had his commis.:ton as Sargeant-Major 
of the 14th Rhode Isl and Volunteers, Heavy Artillary, an all Negro 
Regiment in the Civil War, (1800), signed by Colonel Viall and Ad
jun t Whit ing, commisioned officers white , non-cornmisioned officers 
Negro; Zebedee Howland as a chmld went to a school for colored chil
dren and meeting his teacher,(white) on the street, he raised his 
hat to him, for this he was rebuked by him and told if he did that 
again, he would thrash him, (Prov Sun Jour). 

Joseph G. Lecount, Esq., of Providence who gave me the names and 
dates of admission to the Rhode Isl and Bar befo re h is, May 5, 1914. 
He said in cases of discrimanation, there was a small fine on the 
books and instead of sin no more, the owners of buisnesses would 
gl ad ly pay the fine and sin again. 
Now there is a Commissio n on Human Rights, the successor to the old 
State Commis s ion on Discrimanation which puts more teeth in the act. 
He spoke of many cases that woul d be ready to go to trial and the 
complai ntant or witnesses . would back down because of fear of loss of 
their job or retaliation in some form. 

Oliver c. Nurton of Newport tellfun g of helping to carry an x-ray ma
chine belonging to Dr. Marcus F. Weath l and also of Newport who had 
onr of the first x-ray machines in the state. 
He promised Charles A. Batt l e of Newport who wrote in his pamplet 
of the x-slaves who fought in the Battle of Rhode Island that he 
would work to establish a suitable memorial to their memory. Thir
ty years later this was culmated on July 4, 1967 near the site of 
that famous battle, sponsered by the Newport NAACP, State, Veterans 
organizations and Por ts mouth officials. 

Walter S. Gladding tole.. me of his boss, an orthopedic surgeon here 
in Providence used to borrow Dr. Wheatland •s tube when his tube was 
bad. 

George Reilly, supertendent of the RISPCA, 372 Fountain Street , Prov
idence, R. I., t old me the stories about Sarah Gardne r and the Scott
Lanford fight, about the pl aque in homor of Sarah Gardner. 

Mrs. Percival G. Moore-Browne on the history of the Church of the 
saviour, Providence, R. I. 

Mr. Luke N. Fears, a member who gave me a history of the Church of 
God ancl the saints of Christ, Providence , R. I. 

Mrs . Geoni:e Farrow~(Annie Perry) who tibil,d me of many happen in gs of 
the Algonquin Council and her father •s farm on Dugaway Hill ,Cr anston 

* Nat ive born Rhode Isl ande r 
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1696 - Historians accept 1696 as the year of the introduction 

of slavery ir.to Rho:le ISlc.nd hen the first eurgo of re1.:ro 

slcives ar1 ived in ~1ev port , R . I. , from BarbaJoes, B' .. I ., and 

were sold for 30 or 40 pounds ariece . rar t of the cc.rgo 

,,,as unloLJed, the ship stc.yeJ overni.;ht, tLe next dny sail -

ing for Boston, I:c,ss . ::ore than 25 distilleries made rum 

in r:ewport and over 180 sL ips m1c.de their port there . A 

slaver pL id 115 gallons for c. benlthy me.le , 95 for a htcalthy 

female, the slave trade became so large thnt a tax of 3 

pounds v:ns levied on each SLle to help pave the streets of 

Newport , this later bein.; repealed in 17?-2 . Ne\' port be -

came the chief slave market in America, Briston, second nnd 

Charlestor, s . C. , third . 

There r'.ere several sl&ve mcrkets in l'ewport, one at the cor 

ner of !.'.ill and Spring Streets, another at l'orth Baptist and 

Thames Street s . If they bee me overcrouded or the sales be -

came slow, they were kept at Grave.cly Foin t , now the city 

dock, until times were better . 

Ir. ]'.&y of 1652, it i.1:.s enacted by the Gene r a l J; sembly : " 

::hereas there is a common custom pr1c.cticed amon(i En1;;lishmen 

to buy negt.rs so that they rnt.y have them for service or slave s 

forever ; tor the preventin{; of such practice amoni: us , let i t 

be ordered that no black mankind or white , bein{; forced by 

co:venant , bond or otherwise , to serve any man or his assii;n 

ees, longer than ten years or until they brr twenty four yea r s 

of age , i f they bee taken in under fourteen , from the time of 
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comings v,ithin the liberties of the Colonie and at the end of 

ten years, to set them free as in the manner of English ser -

vants . Pnd that m11n that ,1ill not let them go free or sha 11 

sell them av'ay to others for a bng time, hee or they shall 

forfeit to the Colonie , forty pounds . " 

This legislalation was the first ,ositive declaration agains t 

slavery by any of the Colonies . ( CAB- ".'Pl!F ) 

1730 - The earliest census in Providence, shoved 3916 whites 

and 128 Ne.;roes . ( see chart 2a by John C. l'.inkins, number 

and percentag;e dis tributa tions 1730 - 1860 , ) 

1735 - The ropu l ation of Rho1e Island was 71936 , 1648 Nei,roes 

and 936 Indians, 69352 whites . ( RJD ) 

1745 - Newport Gardner ( 0ccramer t•arycoo ) 1745 - 1826 

His parents hearing of the great opportunities in America , en 

trusted their son, age 14 to a white Ship ' s captain to bring 

to America to gain an education but instead he v!as sold to 

captain caleb Gardner , a sympathetic rerson . 1:rs . Gardner 

helped to teach him En~lish, made it possible for him to take 

m:csic lessons from a white teacher who came from Boston and 

one of her fr i ends tau·h:b him French . After six months he 

had surpassed his teacher, maintaining a room on High Street 

where he guve music lessons to some of the leading families . 

He took a woman of colour to be his wife, had children and a 

home of his own on Pope street . 

Gardner was a very religious man who came under the influence 

of the Rev . Dr . Hop.ins, paster of the First Con,ragationa l 
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1745 - }'ev·port Gardner continued 

Church in Newport wto lis t ene d to h i s dre ams and ga ve him en -

cou r agemen t . Gardner ' s home on Pope Street was the scene of 

many r·El i ~iou s meetings , the forerunner of the Uni on Con,re -

.;a tional Churc h in Newport in 1859 . G~rdner •s i,.teres t s v,ere 

help in .; tiis peop le , rel i .;ion , sacred music his freedom and to 

r e turn to h is homeland , he never for g ot h i s nati ve l aunca~e . 

He with nine oth ers bought a lottery ticket which v1on ::)2000 . 00 , 

this helped to incre ase the funds of the Afri can Coloniza ti on 

Society so he v1ith 23 others left Nev·port, arrivin.:; in Boston , 

December 18, 1825 . The brii:; "Vine" lPft Bos ton , ,Taruary 4 , 

1826 , re ach in· Liber ia February 6 , 1826 i r: his 81st ye3 r . He 

and his chief lieuten['nt, Salmer JJubia fe ll victom to Afr ic a n 

fever dy i n~ so on after their arriva l . At the age of 50 , he 

composed an en them, "Pr omise" tte most fsmmus of many , rublish 

ed in Boston and sun:; in many t/egro churches . The only known 

copy in ex ist en ce M,S in the hLnJs of the v:idN.' · of Dr . Alonza 

!.' . Vun --:orne . (CAB "e..;roes on the I 0 1Lnd of Rhode rsLnd) 

"One of the most remarkab l e men, black or white , the state 

h<-:2 s n.n or. r ... ti ( These J-lLntations Eve Bul 2 - 1- 35 J .E . Clauson) 

l 75i?z rs tience Borden, 1758-1811, a free woman of colour l e ft 
~1 .;'q 
a will dated )la rch l '!l, 181 1. ... . ..••. as a fund, the interets 

of' v1hich to be applied for the relief of ind ieent persons of' 

colour v100 shall be members of her church, the F irst l?hptis t 

Church ir: America . " She died April 1, 1811 in her 53rd year . 

( RhoJe I land 'listory, "'inter 1869 , p 26 

Gk.c _ P.' I 
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1760 - The last slave to die in Rhode Isl and was ,James :Suffum , 

of Jamestown , R . I., age 100 years on ,TGnuary 3 , 1860 . 

Eve Bul 2-1 - 35 J . Earl Clauson) 

1763 - The f irs t scLool for colored children v,as openel by the 

Rev . Marmaduke Browne, the rector of' Trinity Church at the 

corner of Division and r:ary Streets, October of 1763 . Girls 

were given the rudiments of elucation und domestic work while 

boys receiveJ cluss - room work und were apprenticed to black -

smiths, carpenters, coopers etc . B&tcle in his pamrhlet men-

tio ns tha t Neptune Thurston, a slave and a cooper by trade 

gave Gilbert Stuart, his first lessions in painting . After 

Rev . Browne •s death, the school was carried on by !!rs . 1:ary 

G. Brett until the outbreak of the Revoibihtt6rn , , re - opened in 

1785 , closing upon her death Apr il 14, 1799 . 

opened under the ausrices of the African Benevolent Society 

whose sole purpose was maintain i ng a schoo l for colored chi :J_-

dren . rt had a Constitution call i ng for a set of officers , 

a board of directors of nine members, five of whom shall be 

colored . Newpor t Gardner was elected President and Issac Rice 

to be secretary . The schoo l char~ed fifty cents yearly and 

wer;t on with varying success until the City of Newport took 

over education in 1842 . ( CAB ) 

Rev. Hopk i ns 1,on g o int down to the wharves, saw such conditions 

which caused him to preach stron1;;ly agc:inst slavery that mem

bers of his church voted to exclude all member·s that were 

slave ho l diers ar;d in this cause he ,;as joined by the Quakers 

anJ Episcopalians . 

6Rr I'. JJ 
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1770- Rev . Hopkins was the father of the idea of civilizing 

and Christainizing Africans and to send them back to Africa 

as missionaries . The first Af rican Colonizing Society was 

the out-grouth of his i dea . ( CAB ) 

1778- In February of 1778, the General Assembly of Rhode 

Island, voted and resolved, "That every ab le bodied Ne.:r o , 

mulatto or In J i an slave in this State, may enlist to enter 

either of two battalions, to serve during the continuance of 

the war with Great Britain, that every slave so enlisted 

shall be entirled to receive all bounties, wa:;es and encour 

azements a llowe d by the Continental Con:;ress to any sold!ler 

enlisted in the service . " 

" It is further voted and resolved, that every soldier so en 

listing shal upon passing muster before Col onel Christopher 

Greene , be immediately jischarged from his master or mistress 

and shall be absolutely free, as thouzh he had never been en 

cumbered with any kind of servi tudte or slavery and in case 

such slave shall, by sickness or otherv1ise be unable to mcin 

tain himself , he shnll be supported by the State , not his mas -

ter or his mistress . And ':,hereas slaves have been deemed by 

law , the property of their owner, compensation ou ·ht to be 

made for the loss of their services . " 

" It was further voted and r· esolved, That there be allowed and 

pa id by this State to the owners for every s l a,ve enlistine;, a 

sum according to his worth , a price not exceedinl'. one hunlred 

an l twenty pounds for the mos t valu&ble slave c:nd in propor -

tion for a slave of less value . (continued on p 6) 
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1778 - Provided, tbe owner sh1:,ll deliver to the officer who en 

list him, the clothes of said slave or otherwise he shall not 

be entitleJ to said sum" . 

These regiments created by the General Assembly were the first 

in the history of the Nation to be received and accepted into 

the armed services of the country on terms of equality with 

other soldiers . ( CAB ) 

177 8- The first ma,jor c ontributation of the }!e ·ro to the State 

of Rhode Isl,.nd and Providence Plantations was in the forma 

tion of the first Negro ret:iment in America which fought so 

bravely in the Battle of Rhode Isl and, August 29, 1778 at 

Portsmouth, R . I . These men both slaves and free, more than 

proved their fig;hting ability, vrithstE.nding the Hessians and 

taking a toll of five for every man they lost. The Hessian 

offic 0 r rrfused to le ad his men in battle the next day for 

fear of his life and asked to be transferred . Afte r th i s cc•~l 

battle , Gener1:,l Greene •s reg;iment was sent South an J follow 

in~ its leader, wes wiped out to a mrn in the Battle of 

Point Pr idr,e, N. Y., J!ay 13, 1781. In Au~us t of 1928, the 

150th annivers· ry of the Battle of Rhode Isl1ond was celebra 

ted, at that time a sue; ·estion was made that the State honor 

in stone or bronze, the memory of Colonel Greene ' s re giment . 

Jir. Oliver C. Burton , Jr ., of' the Newport chapter of' the 

NtACP promised Charles A . Battle thL.t he, odd v;ork to help 

estcblish such a memorial, enlisting th8 aid of Senator 

Erich A. o•nay Taylor of Newport , 39 years la t e:er on July 

4 , 1967 a site at Barker •s Brid&e R . I., was dedicated . 

(,(cO')c;, P, dv 



172:' - llomes . Gardner· he j co,ne unJecr the influence of Rev . 

Hopkins , the pastor of the First Con:rel';ational Church in 

Newrort , also bec2me a member . Inspired by the formation 

of the Afr· ic2n Union l:'.eetin,:; Eouse in Frovidence, in 1819 , 

twelve men met at Gardner ' s house on ,Tanuary 6 , 1824 , a~ain 

on Fs bruary 24, 1824 . The;, es tn blished the Colored Union 

Church , feelin, their were aJvantages in a Ne~ro organiza 

tion1electin:; Gurdner and Shadrack Hawkins, deacons, the 

Rev . J.'.r. Fctten (white) tree.surer , :Ahama Gardner, c l er k . 

Issac Rice, Turnbridge Hamrcond and Ishmael Fayerweather 

v:ere a,. ointed to find a site for a church . They purchaseJ 

a lot , l OOx60 at the corner of Church and Divis ion Streets , 

and on this site the fi r st Colored Church was built and de -

dicated, June 23, 1824 in Newport , R . I. Their pc,stor, 

Rev . JBcob C. Per·r-y of rarra:;ansett, served from 1826 - 1845 

and outgrov:ing their quarters, in 1835 they acquired the 

Fourth Baptis t Ueetini:; }:ouse , called the "Old Salt Box with 

services there in February of 1835 . Rev . Luke '"aldron of 

r arragansett vms the next pas tor from 1845 - 1852 and under 

him the church wc.s incorporated: under the laws of Rhode Is -

land . Charles "' . Gardner , 1852 - 1858, stressed the inpor -

tance of the Sunday School . Fncler Benjamin Lynch , 1858 -

1863 , the church lost its comxunity aspect , recoinizecl by 

a council, }.'.arch 29 , 1859 as an orthodox Congre:;a tional 

church . In the fall it was re - ir corpora ted as the Union 

Con 6rega tional Ch, rch , Newport , R . I . 

8 

,,12 .,_ r h ("-- J 
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1783 - An older Pegro chuxch? 

Rev . Lynch resigned as pastor to become a chaplain in a newly 

rei:;iment j_n the Civil War. Rev . Samuel Harrison came in 1863 

and resigned in 1865 . Rev . J!Ialon A . van Horne next as acting 

pas tor in September of 1868 anJ v•as made permane nt in January, 

1869 . He was a member of the first class to graduate from Lin 

coln Universitt( in Oxford, Pa . The church grew emormously under 

his 29 years as pastor . In 1871, the church was demolished with 

work on the new e 1iface, which commenced in !.lay, the corner 

stone laid, June 15, 1871 anJ the new church was dedicated in 

the October following . Rev . van Horne was active in c i vie 

work , a member of' the Newjllort School Committee from 1873 to 

1892, being chairman of severs l committees, also one CJf the 

committee on examination for the State Normal School; elected 

to the Rhode Island lei;;islatuxe in 1885, served for three i ears 

and in 1897, he resigned his pastorate upon bein~ appo i n t ed by 

President "' i lliam McKinley as U . s . Consul to st . Thomas , Dan 

ish West Indies , resigning from the diplomatic service in 1908 . 

Among some ministers followini;; were : Rev . Byron U. Gunner ; Rev . 

Clifford L . Miller, the ablest financier ; the church being in 

creat debt ~hen he c"me in 191~, but· hen he 1 ft in 1917 , 

every aebt had been remove i, ,ri th many improvements made and 

paid for ; Rev . A. T . Peters v:as the scholar, a '.'ra 1ua te from 

Lincoln University , oxford, Fa . , Yale University school of 

Religion, Fh . D., Brown University , LL . D Cambridge Colle.;e, 

England , and many others . The church dwindled and in 1964 , 

merged under the name of the United Congregational Church ,. 
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1781 - The Rhode Island Re;_;iment of Ne.:;roes who foui;ht at the 

Batt l e of Rhode Island, Au,•ust 29th, 1778, were v·iped out at 

the Battle of Feint Brid..;e, New York, May 13th, 1781. C!B 

1784 - Ai: act passed in 1784, rrovided the t all children born 

after !,'arch 1st , 1784 were to be free, their support and ed 

uca tior to be provided by the towns in which they res iJed . 

This Act was later amended to put the cost of rearing a child 

upon the mother ' s owner . c,:," 

1787 - An Act passed in 1787, under its provisions , the slave 

trade in the State was abolished as ~ell as trading with the 

·vest Indies . A fine of 100 pounds for every person imported 

and 1,000 pounds for each ship engaged in this traffic . CAB 

1791 - A call was sen]; out by Newport Gardner to members of 

the African l'.nion Society for a "Slaves Thanks,:iving Service", 

April 28 , 1791. The l ast of these servdices v,as held in April 

of 1824 in the Fourth Baptist l\leeting House and the sermon was 

preached by Professor v;illiam Gammell of Brown l-niversity . 

The orit:inal Thanksc:iving Froclamation vms in the possesion 

of the Union Cont;ree:a tional Church in Newport as well as other 

colonia l records about Ne;_;roes . These records are in the pos -

sion of the United Con.,;re..;ational Church of Nev.port with which 

the T·nion Congregational Church, merged in 1964 , CAB J'HD 

1792 - IsaE,c Rice, a free man was born in !(&rragansett in 1792 

and died in ~'ewport, 1866 .. He was brouc::ht to l'evTort in his 

early life, embraced relii;ion and koined the First Con~rega 

tional Church (white) . Later he was one of' the Chanter"@lerti 

tier§ of thEc Union Con.;;regational Church (l'e.;ro) and its clerk ~ 

also gave tbe church its first organ . 

/2(,05 P • 
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1792 - Isaac A , Rice, c or.t · nued 

A i:;,adner by trcJe, he v orked for sou,e of the lead in{;'. families 

of Eev,port and while v,orking for Governor Gibbs, he planned 

und ,.lunted the trees in Touro Park there . 

worker in the unti - slnvery cause, formin.; the acquaintance of 

Frederick ')ougluss, after his escape from the South to New Bel -

ford, r,:c.ss . , which b, c· me a life long fr ·iendship . His home 

wes a station of the Fnder..;round Reilroad ii' Nev•port at the 

corner of 1''illiam an:l Thomas Strerts , (still in the femily) . 

L9ter he entered the caterini.; buisness with a fashionable es 

tablishment on Cotton Court and he and ')ownine were the cater 

rs for a i:;re· t reunion of' the Sons and Daughters of' ~·ev port ir 

1859 . CAB 

1795 - The African Freedn;,.n ' s Society r.hich later develor ed 

into "lethel A , !. , E , Churc'., of' Providence, R . I . , was f'o· nded 

exactly 100 Y8 rs be!ore the incorporation of Bethel in 18 7 9 . 

In 1795, it ,.c:s a free mis.s ion ar.d in 1800, ir. !.'· y, it join, .d 

,.iti. four other .f.frica.n Pethodist Episcopal bodies: - (!,:other) 

Bethel in Fhiladelphia, Fa . , "'ethel in Bu l timore, Md. , Bethel 

in New York, N . Y., and Emanuel in Charleston, s . C . It v,a s 

the only org1,nization, ov,ned , operate l and controled in 1ihole , 

by the American reero, the African Hethodist Episcopal Church . 

The members first met in various homes, a tenement at Thay 0 r 

and Cushing streets, the south, est corner and in 1820 they 

purchesed a lot at 193 J.:eetir.g Street, v·here a cbnrch of' logs 

v1as built . In September of' 1838, fifteen persons led by 

'.)aniel l'orze and Ichabod Pc,rthup met , or1;;anized ard in 1839, 

incorporate.] as Bethel African Eetltodist Episcopal Church . 
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1797 - Hir am Lodg e, No . 3, F . & A . M., (Pri nc e Hall), t he first Negro 
lo dg e 2[ Mas on in Rhod e Isl a nd, was gi ven lic ense on th e 25th 
of J un e, 179 7, by Pr i nc e Hall, ma s t e r of Afric a n Lodg e, No . 
459, to assemb le and wor k as a l odg e. 
Th is wa s t he s e c ond Negrm l odg e cr ea t ed in th e Unite d St a t e s 
th e offic e rs were ins t a ll ed by Prin ce Hall, Gr a nd Mas t er ., 
Sep t emb er 22 , 17 97 . (Fro m t he proc eed in gs of t h e I.lost Wor ah i p 
f ul Eur eka Gr a nd Lodge , Fr ee and Acc ep t ed Maso ns of t he Staoe 
of Rhode Is l a nd, from 1902 to 1906 , in clu d i ng a Histo r ica l 
Sle tc h , Prin t ed by t he Mercury Publish i ng Compan y, Newport , R. 
I., 190 7. ) 

17 97 - Harv ey Chac e, born i r Somerse t , )'a ssc1chusett s , Aui:us t 31s t , 

17 97, the oldes t of se ven child r en of Ol i ver andc Susan nah 

"'uff' i ng ton Cha c e . E&rv ev ; Samue l B · Aseneth ; r2 r y ; ,Tona -

thon ; Eli zabeth ; and Oli ver, Jr . "e rr oveJ to Vr· l l ey F~ lls , 

R . I. , i n 1843 , p 26 7; p 268 , "Eis home being a sef'ewav sta 

t ion of' the 1·r,d r -round RL ilroad . 

(Bi oe r arhi ci l Enclycoredia of' '1epresertrt iv e !'en i n R . r., 

188 1 , Frov i dence, !'t. t . Bioe Pub :; Co . , fro v ., lSB l . ) 

en p 163 i s shov n a map of' the Beder ·rou nd R. R ., and p 165 

i s sh own a p ict ure of' the home of' Eliz abet h Buf'fu n Cha ce , 

in va ll ey Fa ll s , R . I., •:,hich is l i sted c:.s '-' stat i on of' 

t:,e rnder -roc nd . 

Bot h named Cha ce ; b oth li ved i n valley Fa lls, R . I. , b oth 

v ere stutions of' the J.:rde r ·rou nd Railr oad . 

Cou l d she be t he s i s t e r or siste r i r 1ar, of Har v ey ~ 
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17 97 - Eorvey Chace c ontinued 

land i n 1 843 and "Pis home bein{l; a %feway station of the 

Urder:round Rc.ilrailroad . " (pr 267 - 268 National Bioeraphi cal 

Cyc loped i a of Representati v e Men in Rhode Island , Nat i ona l 

Bio ·raphica l Pub l ishinr; Company, Frovi:Jence , R . I. , 1 88 1. ) 

The Colored American 1,:a.;az ine, ,Tar,uiny , 1903 , on p 163 sho,--s 

a map of the Under •round Railr oa d i n New Eneland anJ p 1 65 , a 

pi c ture of the home of Eli zabeth Buffum Cha c e , also in Valley 

Falls , Rhode Island , as a stetion of the Fnder -round Rail r oad . 

( Olive r Chace had se ven ch il dren : Har vey ; Samuel B ; Aseneth ; 

J'ary ; Jonathon ; Eli zabeth ar,J Olive r, JI! . ) CRG 

1800 - Bethel African l'ethodist Epis c opal Church of Frovi:Jence , 

R . I . , in 1800 became the fifth cethel af~iliate in America . 

1808 - Rhode I s l a nd General Assembly abolished slavery in R . I . 

1808 - The school for colored children 1 rich v1,,s st 0 rted by the 

Rev . f,'.armaduke Bro•--ne in l!ev•port, in 1763, was re - opened by 

li'e, ro rt Gsrdner as teacher in 1808 . CAB 

1819 - Georc,;e Henry , 1819 - 1900 , was born a slave in Vi r_;inia of 

slave parents, spEndi~c his early years on a _lsntstion there 

but not be int: sa tisf'ied with fnrm life, he left , ,:oing to sea 

as o cook in 1831 , for 17 years . Re was promoted to be the 

master of the coastal schooner , Llevelyn m,necl by Sally Grif 

fin and her newphew . She lived on Kine Street, Alexander , Va . 

Fr,r three or four -, ears he v•as eni::;aged in run11ing timber from 

Vir .. in i a to Baltimore and the knov·leJ..;e tht·s acquired of d i f 

ferent c;rades of timber was so e;rea t that when the ec½ueduct 

v,as built across the Georgetown River , the sel ction of all 

r.,J.-
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Geor ~e JTenry continued 

th6 piles to be used were left entirely to him . en his last 

trip as skirper, be left tbe ship in Be ltimore, roing on to 

Fhiladelpbia, tben to Providence in 1847, found a r,osi tion on 

a boat rlying between Providence ar J Nev. "ark finally leavinE'. 

tbe sea . He becc.me sexton of St . Sterbens 3piscopal Church 

bere for 25 years, where he became a member , In 1859, he 

founded a society, known as the Henry and Brown Society, the 

sole purpose of which vras to edu cate colored youths in the 

hi~her br.:.nches of learning, denied them at that time . To

·ether v:ith Downing and ,Tefferson, they institu:);ed and main 

tained a long fight to dese€iregate an,1 h2ve equal l3Clilodili ii.g -

in Rhoje 1°1: nd, which resulted successfully in 1871. In 

1872, drawr on jury duty in the Superior Court, he bec·•me the 

+·irst iiegro to serve on a Rho.le Island .Jury . .John F . Toby, 

Chr . of the House .Judiciary Committee opposed the repeal of 

the intermarriai:e laws, and because of his stand in this mat 

ter and his remarks, he was defeated in the neKt three ele c t -

ions by the efforts of Mr . Henry and others of his race . A 

few years later he led an assault on the .Metro politan Life 

Insurrance Company, forcini: them to ·ive somev•hat near equal 

benefits to the colored people . 

In 1895, he presented to Livingst6ne'::C©litege in Salisbury , 

N. c., his entire library, comprisin~ of valuable and rare 

books on the history of the ra c e durin(i; the first h: lf cen t

ury, the entire works of Charles Sumner, se c eral ex cellant 

cases, tot;ether with an oil paintin.; of himself , portra i ts 

of Touissant L' overture ; .John Brov:n ; Charles St1lllner and 

GIIO;>S P, 1.../$ 
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Geor ·e .. cnr·y cortinued 

others . Tlilis is"amoni:, ii' !;lot ·the·bes t -ift that Li vi q;s tone 

has ever recei~ed from a member of the r a ce . Ir 1A94, he rre -

ser.te to Ives -ost, Yo . 13, G.A.R ., D rnrtment of ~hode Isl·rd, 

ar i!,l! ense vcll,me desi ·neJ to contain per-sonc 1 v:ar sitetches etc . 

this boo,. cost .,.l' ' . 'Jr . These s;:etcl,es ·,.ritten ir by me in 

1A98 , r"illiam A . Heathman, Esq . ) who wus the post historian , 

"' J turned ov,.r to the Pos t, , u ·ust 4th of that year . 

In cl::lsir.g :- his ov.n ···ords , "Let me ·ive ·lory to God on high 

::ind peace to men on earth . Ii'; countr·y, fla · und th<' Republicen 

Ptrty etn: its rrinciplez, first , L .. st cr'J f'.)rever . 11 

(1-otes by ""illiam l, . ;-'eathman , Ssq ., F . E ."R., .Tan. 24 ,1 900 . CRG' 

1819 - GZ0RGE T . nc:rr;-n·G was born in l,ev.- York city, DecPmber 30 , 

1819 and died in T"e•port , R",ode Island, July, 21 , 1903 . ire at 

tend<od public schools in Few vork ,--1th men •··l o lat, r becnme 

fum ous, Henry Garnett, Frofes 0 or Reason and Doctor Cru~mell . 

mhese '."er v._;_t~. othrrs ' "n "It the & ·e of 14 and 16 to be ir. 

volved in civil ri ·hts adoi:;tiw· a resolution, rpf'ra inin(; from 

eel bra tire; the :'."onrth of .:uly, since to colored peo, le the 

)ecla r ution of InJ.,enJe:,nce ,,,5 D fuOCker-y. f.s e. :1 outh, he 

,.us on u ·ent of ch t;rn.io~round RLilroad, sriritir,: E. -:.y "Lit 

tle ;;enr-y", c s1£.ve ho h-d b8t.n r1t L, ~3il there •..••... . a 

1a ,rnber- of a committee to fi,-·;1t the Fu itive Slave Lclw also r,e 

l'oc.~Lt to abolish i;,1e ,roperty q®lHicution uct cnat color-eJ 

h~d to he.Ve ,,250 . 00 ·;,-.lr-th of real EStLte to vote . '"e Vcs ir 

u·. r1:.rtici 1 ·tion i' thE 5 5 itLtion ovEr t.1e fu ·itive sl~ve , 

Lrtl1ony p, rns . (Jee FroviJer.ce '3tiI 1'-~' .~our re 1, C'ctoter 1.'A, 

1957 1c,ntitl l"R'CC: "'RC'=r.E I! JCSW.:T", c0ry t+,chcd . ) 

C: i,r!> P, I.I 
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1730 - Number and Per centage distribution s of Vhi t es and Negroes in 
Providence . 17 30-1860 
Yea r Total 

17 30 
1.748 
1774 
1783 
17 90 
1-800 
1810 
1 820 
1830 
1840 
1850 
1860 

3916 
3452 
4321 
4310 
6380 
7614 

10071 
11.767 
1.6836 
23 172 
41 513 
50666 

Number 
Negroes 

128 
225 
305 
a-gIB5 
475 
656 
871 
979 

JJ.213' 
1302 
1.499 
1.537 

Per Cent 
Negroe s 

3 . 2 
6 . 5 
7. 0 
6 . 6 
7 . 4 
8 . 6 
8 .6 
8 . 3 
7. 2 
5 . 3 
3 . 6 
3 . 3 

These s t atisti cs were collected by John c . Minki ns who at 
one time (was the editor of a white newspaper , The Pro v i
~ence News fnvm 1906 - 1911., ) (From his autobi ography) 

- 5 -' 

Table I 

Number and Percentage Distributi ons of Whites and Negroes in 
Providence. 1730-1936* 

l 

Total Number of 
Popul a tion Negroes l'er Cent of Negroes 

Year in the Total :Pop .• 

1730 3,910 128 3.2 
1748 3,452 225 6.5 
1774 4,321 303 7.0 
1783 4,310 285 6.6 

----1790 6,380 475 7.4 ~--1800 7,614 656 8.6 
1810 10,071 871 8.6 
1820 11,767 979 8. 3 ~c-----

1830 16,836 1,213 7.2 
1840 23,172 1,302 5.3 
1850 41,513 l i 499 3 6 
1860 50,666 1,537 3.3 

' I 
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Newport Gardner's Li 

Story Comes Down 7~.t e¥ears .- . 1f'1,, 
· · By J. Earl Clauson 

The stretch of a woman's love 
for her son can hardly be gretjlter 
than that of the mother of New
port Gardner. She was a Negro 
iiving on a low, malarial stretch 
of the African west coast, where 
she watched the slavers come 
and go and picked up scraps' of 
information about the shores 
they sailed for. 

There was something over be
yond the horizon line her own 
people ought to havt She was 
too old to go after it, but she had 
a boy of 14 who might make the 
trip and bring back some saving 
graces of white civilization. 

Finally she plucked up courage 
to ask a captain to take her son 
across and give him an opportun
ity. He promised-and promptly 
on arrival at Newport sold the 
boy for what he would bring in 
the slave market. 

'It was by a lucky chance that 
he fell into the hands of Caleb 
Gardner, a prom~nent merchant 
with human sympathies. The 
lad's native name, now forgotten, 
was changed to Newport Gard
ner, and as Newport Gardner his 
story has come down the years, 
one of the most remarkable con
cerning his race in Amedca. 

Gift for Music 
He was a boy of more than or

dinary perceptiveness, docile and 
anxious to learn. He quickly 
picked up English, but by some 
process of self-discipline re
tained throughout his life the 
speech to which he had been 
born. The mission to which his 
mMher had devoted him he 

, never forgot. 
To his other talents he added a 

distinct gift for music. Mrs. Gard
nfk made it possible for him to · 
join a singing class. Sean he had 
distanced the professor and be
came a teacher-in his own right. 
He read and composed music. His 
voice was excellent. He did not 
attempt to master any instru
ment, and confined himself to 
sacred music: 

Newport took a wife of his own 
color and they had children and 
eventually a house of their own 
on Pope street. Not far away on 
-High street he maintained a room 
where he gave music lessons. 

Still he and all of his were 
slaves. The project his mother 
had outlined to him in boyhood 
seemed beyond possibility of 
realization; first he and the fam
ily must gain their freedom, and 
next they must gather somehow 
the money necessary for the pro-

~----; 
... ,.., .... ~ -
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. CONFINED HIMSELF TO SACRED MUSIC 

posed expedition to Africa. His 
mother, of course, must be long 
dead; he never had heard from 
her. \_ 

A strong religious .faith kept 
him going and the flame of hope 
alight. He tok encouragement 
from Rev. Dr. Hopkins, who set
tled in the Newport Congrega
tional pulpit in 1770 and mani
fested deep interest in the en
slaved Negroes. Dr. Hopkins lis
tened with attention to New
port 's life dream and lent his aid. 

Full Liberty. 
In 1791 Newport with nine 

other slaves bought a lottery 
ticket whicn won a $2000 prize. 
This helped a little toward buy
ing freedom. Some time later 
Caleb Gardner , his master, heard 
Newport praying that he and his 
family might be liberated. Moved 
by the appeal ; and considering 
the years of service he had had, 
he gave Newport, his wife and 
children their full liberty. 

He was free to depart, but 
means still were lacking. And 

the years were piling up on New
port's head. Little by little, how
ever, special collections had been 
added to a fund for African col
onization plan and finally at the 
end of December, 1825, Newport, 
his son and a little band o:f asso
ciates stood on the deck of a ship 
and watched Boston Harbor sink 
into the . blue behind. 

They were o.ff on the great mis
sion thought of which Newport 
had cherished ever since his 
mother outlined it to him, a boy 
of 14. Now he was 80. He must 
have wondered whether he was 
to be spared to realize any part 
of his and his mother's dream. 

He was not. The brig reached 
• her destination Feb. 6, l826, and 

the little band of Negro mission
aries went ashore. But a month 
later Newport and his chief lieu
tenant, 'Salmar Nubia, were dead 
oJ disease, and within a · short 
time Newport's son followed. 

(Copyright, 1936, by the Providence 
Journal) GR.c:::,'.J 
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Patience Borden and the Sterrys 

I-hshL/ 
, 1..rq _. pf1 1 
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!:/)li!fr -4 In these days of accent on improving the Negro's lot it 
i'1 b may be interesting to note that in 1811 one member 
t1S of that race set aside from her slender resources a fund 

for the aid of the poor Negro members of her church. 
In the ancient part of North Burial Ground, Provi

dence, there stands a gravestone with this inscription: 

"Patience Borden, commonly called Sterry, a free 
woman of colour and bumble disciple of Christ . She 
gave to the First Baptist Church in this town, of which 
she was a member, 230 dollars as a fund for the relief 
of the poor of colour of that church. She died April 1, 
1811, in the 53rd year of her age." 

Next to her stone is that of Vilet Burden, wife of 
Prime Burden, who died June 5, 1786, aged about 
70 years. 

The writer had become aware of Patience Borden in 
doing research on the Sterry families of Providence. 
She was a member of the household of Robert Sterry, 
Providence merchant, who died April 29, 1789, at 76 
years and is buried in North Burial Ground a few 
rows away from the gravestone for Patience . Robert 
married first Rosabella Angell and second, Lydia 
Angell. Robert's house was on the west side of North 
Main Street, about a block away from the 
First Baptist Church. 

Robert left a will, it is stated in Providence Town 
Council records, but it is not on file in the Providence 
probate office. No doubt he made provision for 
Patience Borden as his faithful servant. 

A lengthy study results in the conclusion that 
Robert Sterry had a son, Capt. Samuel Sterry, who 
married Sarah, daughter of Col. Thomas and Mercy 
(Rhodes) Angell. Capt. Samuel's death was reported 
in the Providence Gazett e of 5 Sept . 1772. Robert's 
North Main Street property must have descended to 
Capt. Samuel's son, Capt. Samuel Angell Sterry. The 
death of the latter in his 26th year from a fall while 
on passage home .from Savannah, Ga., was noted in 
the Providence Gazette of 3 Oct. 1795. Capt. Samuel 
Angell Sterry had married Elizabeth Packard, daughter 

By Charles W. Farnham, F.A.S.G., C.G.* 

of Nathaniel and Abigail Packard of Providence. In 
the 1790 Providence census Patience Borden was listed 
as household head, obviously at the Robert Sterry 
residence. 

After the death of Capt. Samuel Angell Sterry, his 
wife, Elizabeth, apparently moved into the Robert 
Sterry house, for in subsequent deeds she disposed of 
part of the property to her daughter, Julia Ann 
Valentine, widow of Capt . James Valentine. Later 
Julia Valentine transferred the property to her 
daughter, Julia, who had married first Robert Taylor 
and second James A. Fox. The Sterry homestead 
passed out of family hands in 1871 when Charles B. 
Taylor and James V. Taylor, sons of Julia Taylor-Fox 
sold their holdings to Israel B. Mason of Providence. 
The description of the North Main Street property 
in the various deeds tallies with that of Robert 
Sterry's home. 

The writer found a will for Patience Borden, "single 
woman of colour," made 19 March 1811. She left to 
Comfort Ephraims all her household furniture and 
wearing apparel "for her kindness to me in my pres
ent sickness," with the rest and residue (including one 
share in Roger Williams Bank) as a fund, the interest 
of which was to be applied for the relief of indigent 
persons (of colour) who shall be members of the First 
Baptist Church. Nathan Waterman Jr. was named · 
executor with power to appoint a successor, or in case 
of his failure to do so, the First Baptist Church was 
to appoint one. The inventory of her estate totalled 
$586 .75. 

That Prime Burden, whose wife is buried beside 
Patience, was the father of Patience is shown by the 
will of Prime made 25 Dec. 1768. In it he divided his 
property between his wife, Vilet, and his daughter, 
Patience Sterry. A bequest of his "best close bodyed 
waistcoat and best hat" was made to Robert Sterry "to 
make him satisfaction for being sick in his house." 
He named h,is friend, Knight Dexter, as executor, but 
when the latter refused Robert Sterry was named 
executor. 

/e~ 
* Mr. Charles W. Farnham is a member of the Society's 

library committee and has been engaged as a professional 
genealogical researcher since his retirement from the 
Provid ence Journal. · 



25 RECENT DISCOVERIES 

INVENTORY OF THE ESTATE 

OF DOCTOR ISAAC SENTER BS 

(Furniture items only. Feb. 3, 1800) 

Bedsteads, Beds and Furniture 
1 Mahogany Bedstead, Bed, Bolster 

and pillows with Curtains and 
furniture $50.00 

1 ditto 35.00 
1 ditto without Curtains 25.00 
1 ditto 19.00 
1 ditto 15.00 
2 old ditto 30.00 
1 ditto 15.00 
1 ditto 18.00 
3 ditto 12.00 
1 small ditto 2.50 

Lookin g Glasses 
1 Small looking glass 
1 ditto 
1 ditto 
1 pair large ditto 
1 Mahogany frame ditto 
l pair painted ditto 
1 ditto 
1 Framed ditto 

$ 2.00 
1.00 
1.50 

24.00 
6.00 

16.00 
10.00 
2.50 

One Trunk (containing clothing) 

1 Chest Containing 2 Suits Curtains, 
12 Cl).air Bottoms, 2 Easy Chair Cases . 

Black Trunk Containing (blankets, 
sheets, and similar items) 

Chairs 
5 Sets Green Chairs 8 in a set 
1 Set Roundabout dittos 
48 chairs @ $.75 (total) 
1 ditto of maple 
3 chairs 
1 Set of Cane Chairs 
1 ditto Mahogany 
1 ditto 
1 ditto and 2 lolling Chairs 
1 Sofa 

$36.00 
8.00 
3.00 

16.00 
20.00 
24.00 
84.00 
13.00 

I Easy Chair 
1 Roundabout 
1 Electrical Machine 

(much damaged) 

Tables 
1 Pair Mahogany 4 foot 

8.00 
2.00 
1.50 

Tables $20.00 
1 Pair ditto 15.00 
I Pair Card Tables . 24.00 
1 small ditto 4.00 
2 Common ditto 4.00 
2 Mahogany Stands 6.00 
1 Maple Stand and 2 Wind ? ? 1.25 
1 Table and Carpet .30 
2 Toilet Tables and C 2.00 
4 Kitchen Tables 5.00 
1 Mahogany side Board 25.00 

(Containing, incidentally, 11 pr. 
decanters, glasses, table mats, etc .) 
Mahogany Desk and 
Book Case 

I Mahogany Desk 
I Portable ditto 
1 Pine writing desk 
1 ditto 
1 Case of Drawers 
1 High Case of Drawers 
1 Mahogany Chest 
1 Washing Stand 

(may not be furniture) 
Wine Cooler 
(may not be furniture) 

1 Fire Screen 
1 Knife case and 2 dozen 

knives and forks 
1 Clock 
1 Tea Urn and Stand 

(probably not furniture) 
1 Marble side Board 
2 Mahogany Tea Caddies 
1 Tea Waiter 

(may not be furniture) 
2 Sets of Drawers 

(containing medical supplies 
-these not included) 

45.00 
12.00 
5.00 
3.00 
1.00 
5.00 
6.00 
3.00 
2.00 

.50 

3.00 

4.00 
16.00 
12.00 

5.00 
1.00 
1.00 

35.00 

85 On file at the Probate Court, Newport, R. I. 
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Recapturing the Past In Portsmouth: Newport Artillery Company fires a salute. Girls in Revolutionary period costume hand out programs and Herbert H ajl 111 describes colonial life in the area. 
-Journal-Bulletin Photos by VICTOR H. MAILEY 

t Portsmouth Rites Honor Negroes in 1778 Battle of R.1 
A wreath laying ceremony in 

Portsmouth yesterday commem
orated the heroic stand of a regi
ment of 300 Negro soldiers in the 
Battle of Rhode Island, a stand 
that Lt. Gov. Joseph H. O'Don
nell said has "not been acknowl
edged as it should have been.. 
acknowledged ." 

Lieutenant Governor O'Donnell 
was among state and civic lead
ers at ceremonies ·marking the 
190th anniversary of the battle. 

Qo Ang 29 1778, a newly 
formed r~iment of recentjy 
emancipated slaves stood off the 

attack of Hessian mercenaries 
from the east and British reg
ulars from the west aod beld 
a crucial high point overloaJcio"g 
Narragansett Ray near the 
northern tip of Aquidne ck Is-
l.!!Dd-

In that battle, the regiment 
lost nearly half its men . It was 
completely wiped out in fighting 
in Redbank, N.J., later in the 
Revolution. 

The regiment was made up 
of- Negro slaves who earned 
their freedom · by enlisting, 
either with the assurance of 
emancipation from the State of 
Rhode Island or with the per
mission of their owners. 

In a second observance of the 
b13ittle, the Portsmouth His
torical Society last night pre
sented two speak-ers to an au. -
dience of about. .75 in the so
ciety'!> museum on East Main 
Road. 

Herbert Hall 3rd, a Newport 
landscaper, talked about his in
formal research into Ports
mouth life in --1778, and Victor 
St. Laurent, a history teacher 
at -Portsmouth High School 
spoke about the battle itself. ' 

Before the talks in the loft 
auditorium of the Old Museum 
House, three members of the 
Newport Artillery Company 
lowereji the national flag on the 

~ 
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front lawn and saluted with two 
shots of their muskets. 

Five young girls in period 
dress passed out programs and 
were usherettes in the upstairs 

, meeting hall. 
A third observance of the bat

tle was held last night at the 
/ Castle Hill Hotel in Newport, 

where the Sons of the American 
Revolution sponsored a 7 p.m. 
dinner. Sen. Erich A. O'D. Tay
lor, D-Newport, spoke about -
celebrations of -the battle. 

l At the battle site ceremony 
I the chairman o Rhode 

sland Commission for Human 
1tigh1s cited . 

s im rtant battle as more 

evidence that "history has left 
out an entire race, -, 

vernon J. Llsoon, a Negro, 
said at the ceremony that Afri
can Negroes were the~ 
domesticate animals,, tJJ: 
to work with iron and the first 
tp use a mrv system in their 
~ 

He said he was proud of the 
accomplishments of his an
cestors and ashamf'd that they 
should be forgotten. 

Senator Taylor conducted the 
brief ceremony, asking each 
person present to say a few 
appropriate words. 

Senator Taylor has helped 
Oliver Burton of the_ Newport 

Chapter of the NAACP to create 
the monument at the battle site, 

resently, there are only a rock 
an a agpo e erected roug 
the cooperation of the NAACP, 
the Veterans of Forei n Wars 
and · e town f ort 

. Burton promised Charles 
Battles 20 years ago that he 
would work to establish a me
morial at the battle site. 

Mr. Battles was a self-edu
cated Negro who came to Rhode 
Island and compiled a history 
which included the Negro regi
ment. he lustory 1s kept hij 
the Redwood Library in New:f 

r, 

Senator Taylor and Rep. Tom 

Edwards, D-Dist 98, raised 
an American flag at the cere
mony and then Beatrice Suggs, 
president of the Newport 
NAACP chapter, placed a wreath 
of red and white carnations at 
the base of the flagpole. 

The Rev. William Cooper of 
the Shiloh Baptist Church in 
Newport gave opening and clos
ing prayers. 

Others present were Ruby 
Gray, a member of the local 
NAACP, Harold Gottlieber, 
president of the Newport County 
Veterans Council, and George 
Cottrell, a Democratic candidate 
for the state legislature from 
J.he 97th Dist. 



A HISTORY OF T--E NEGRO TROOPS I N TEE 

WAR OF THE REBELLI ON 

1861 - -1865 

By 

George 1'7 . VJilliams, LL .. D. 

Colonel and late ~Jud~e Advocate 

of the Grand Army of the Republic 

Freceeded by 

A REVIHV of the Military Services of Negroes 

in Ancient and ModErn Times 

Ori~inally published by Harper and Brothers in 1888 

Reprinted 1969 by Ne~ro Universities Press, a division of the 
Greenwood PublishinbCorp, New York 

Library of Con[;res s cat . card No .. 68-55921 SBN 8371- 1404 - 4 
Printed in the United States of America 

Freface xiii 2nd para~raph 

p 23 last para~raph 2-Jan-78 :· rren Varnum wrote Gen tr;ashington 
about a plan to raise Negro trfuops in R. I . , cont p 24 

p 31 footnote 2 Ryder gives 28 names in all while only nine 
tally with the rool ......... continued footnote, p 32 

Col. 1~1'illiams disputes Ryder I calline " his literary workman
ship very imperfect." 

~illiarns seems to authenticate his reasonin~ very thorourhly 

I have brought this book to the attention of the Rhode Island 
Hlstoric~al Sociery-a1~h8Neviport Historical Soc ·iety thinkin~ 
they mi.ght be interested . p; ~ 1 ~ '""7 u (CRG 1970) 

GR.oS:;, P. 'J'l 
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~ -"~~~_..,~ -Oj&,r-'tUM'\. ~~..Na,t......_,....._~~iN\K,L,""'!...ttaid:: ,....,,,~~---6il'1';1r~r..,~- ----------·---f r'>''_..~ . 1t~~~ .t:....~ ap pears to h:ive been mutual 'sett 

->' THE EYE 

r{ . '11 ~ r, .:ru~~ ~"' ll };· 11 ,,,, , ,r;,·;··Of:B.~ ~ 17U g)·~ _ \.d.:~~ ,r·;1 help. 
l fl 1 1 ~ Q ·, , 1 ~ I ~rt · ;..L. W The organization Gardner efl:ect-
ij l .J · -'- 1 ,.~ .. '!_ ·-;.,~ h · n i ;, · · '·l ./ L F!"·,');I A\ :,1· e., ,, ·as pu1·el'-· rcli

0
°·iou s . He v:.:.s ., •JI I~ r .. ~ l ~.;.. ;1 ·1 rr.:·,.,' 'II~-. !!v,""~1·1--r;:;'.-Jh,i<.7l II ' ., 

-,· ) " " ,,.~..,,. ··"' \.,ro>' h ---no ll ~ 1;;1 , '.:,J 1 '' ---,:-:a-'-'~·".,, him se lf a very rcligi, )Us 1:rnn; 
~{. ~f-,, · :~· ~;·?1

~'·" -:,_-'-:---... ___ fJ by 1,Lj_,\::;l_~ f~:.>·,, (~"'..=__::·,t. doubtle ss he s:;. w advantages in a 

r~,·::~~~i;:~;~~~~-~J -h:a z,z ~f:;lau~?;j;1;_;=/iliE. ~~3~d r1~~~~11~-11~t~~:e~ r~;l~1;~zt:!~~~i .. ~~~~ 
f · , with whiles imposed. l You'd pro ba bly have to go to the Sl a te hw .,.vent into em ~ct pro- • ,. • 
( E ngland-and it rea1ly doesn't vidini; t 12.t cliildren born after th::it They wou ld seem to have been a 
, s eem wnrfo ·vhile -to find as rna .ny date of s!:i.v~ parent· sho:uld be small, feeble body meeting in one 
1 ch urci.1e5 with the odor oi great age free. H was not unt.il 1860, how- hou:;e or another and finally in 
~ ;;bc ut th~m in an equal ar ea as ever, -that Rhode ls land's lllst slave their own church for a number of 
' Rhode frl an d o.ITers. Centenar;<1ns died-Jimmy Buffum of Jame s- years. In 1824 fellow racials who 
. a::-e g e tting ;:;,lmost as common as t<m'ri, Just 100 years ohl and a care - had worshipped at o ther churches 
l moving pict ure houses. full y pr es~rnd rc!ic of the family united with the original nucleu s . l Only la st autumn the Wick.ford he lived ·with. Ten years later, in 1834, they 
·,·B a•)dst ceie·orated completion of • • • bo ught the Fourth Bapti st Meeting 

' In all Uws ,: sections where slaves ' its fir::=t century and started o u t House, known to Newporters cJS the 
:.li 8ncf ully on its second. North were moSUy owned Ncgrn e:; at- 01.d Salt B ox . Here they wor -

"' · tended "vhite folks' churches . Th ey tSciwa+e Bar:it:si came a lon:r a few shipp ed for the first time on S un -. · · · • ~ were pretty lik el y. however, to en -
; ',VE:eks la ter. Allenton Baptist ,. day, Feb. 6. 1835. the anniversary counter a Jin1 Crow seating a1s-
~n2.sse d the hundred year mark of which th ey celebrate shortly. · • tinction. The old Narragansett 
t,,o.,ui~e a numb c:r of month:, back. The congregation was a po or one Church gallery still is p ointed out 
·Th~ 1030's must have experienced as the sla,:e gallery an d procably and money was not easy to get. 
•. sornething like a high tide of Bap- Isaac Rice. Shadrach Hawkins and was; certa i.nly the seating plan re-
~ ti st enth usi2.sm. 1 - - d t - f Tru e bridge Hammond toured the 
1 vea s no prov1swn owns airs or 
. 'rhis cen (uryhood, so to sp ,ea1.;:, Negroes. State, coll ecting about $700. Moses 
'.among ch;,\rclles is one of the pleas- This sitwi.tion mHy or may not Brbwn of Providence contribut ed 
ing stigmata of our Slate, a tte~t ~ have h;:d. ar ;ything t.o do with the liberally. 

'·.ing .·1t." "'1·1t1·qt1ity as well as its de- t _._. J tb U . coc'e t·y at For 36 years, until 1871, the 01.d 
f _., " - 5 arLtng o.. _e mon ° ~ - Salt Box se ved as the house r;:f r vo tion. While a large number have Newport. 'Probably it d idn't be-

rr_--______ ._ . .,,._._ -_ .. ____ . __ ,,_....,...,_...,,._. -_·_~_-"_.,.,....., ... , 
I 
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NE\V.PORT CHURCH WILL 
MARK .lOOTH BiRTRDA-r · 

1 
Uni on Congregational Pari sh 'Will ' 

Celebrate! Th~ l!e Days. 

· pas s~d the hundr2d year mark and cause its promoter wa;:; Newport worship. Then, having outlived it ., 
1 • usefulne ss, it was torn down and a ''""ry 1"w are w 0 1l along in t 1e1r Gardner, in his way one of. them .. ost 

The Unio n Congreg ::itional Cnur,;i-1 
of Newpo ~·t will mark lhe iCGth a:1- '. 
niver sary of the ci1urch on the pr€s ~; 
ent sii.e on Di 1:i 21on street ,,,:ilh ex~ , 
erci ses tGmorrcw, Thursci3y an d ' 
Fr ida:; e•: <:'ning s. A former pa.;lor , · 
R e\· . Harold :::..r. X in;slcy , will de 
liver the cr:nt en!1 iJ.! ~--·1. r.ion. Those 
who v:iil bke p:1 1 t c!l'e R e\. . Charle s ' 
E . l\IcKinley of tile Rh,)de Is lan d , 
Con grc 6 alionaL Con[e~ ·e1.cc; Rev-i 
Gid eo:1 A. B t11·gess, Gcee m ·ill e, arcd, 
the clergy of a numb ~r oi the New ~; 
p ort chc1rd:. includ ir!g He·,. T homa. a 
E. Liv ing3ton or Shiloh B aptist, Rev . 
vVilbur Nels on or the Lis~ Enptist , 
Rev. Fred 'B. .F\,rr.i 0-'- the 0 econ d 
Bapti st . Rev. 1. A. I'IIcCo_' of ;:,,~t. Z t0n 
A . M. E. Church , Re·:. Ernest L. ',iTi:::
m er of the U!1ited Ccr:grega ti.on al. 
Rev. Stanley C. Hug: ,..:::; o: Trini ty 
Church, Rev. L. V. Jc.1r:es of ~v,:t. 
Olivet Baptist. as we11 as r,Iayor :I.T. 

i A. Su! ii \'8 It. \·,·.rn w ill ex~c, }d t.he , 
\ v .c: • · " • - • ~ · - - the present structure erected. third cen tury , th ,2re 1::: on~y one r emarkcble men, bh ;i.::k-or \Vhite. 
·N.:cg...-0 church, c:r \Ve are mis tak en, Hie S t ,itc has kno·,,:n ·, and .-likeiy to 
~v.·hicb can lay cfoim to this dis- have ·b2en mot(vated by larger 

. .. . 
IS THERE AN OLDER -- --- - -

city 's gree+i:-:gs. ·1 

The progr:;_m ha s be l'n arrang 21:l by; 
the centenn ial cornm ,tk e ccmpose d 
of D en con and ~IIn . 1.Villiam T. · 

'tinc ti on. co nsider::iti .on.: th:m social standing. 
• " • We have spoken of Newport 

~ CHURCH:' : Berry, ;1fs. An na W. Rice , Fred E. 
.I 

fOC1ETY .FATH:;::;RED 

BY ;\T\VPO?.T GAr :Di\"ER 

f ':'h::it is the l.;ni ru Cong rega 
l tion::.1. Clrnreh ,.;,f. Scv1·prnt, which 
. on "\Yedncstl.1y , Feb. t: , opens a 
{th ree-day cele bra ti.en t>f i~;s c~n
f tury run at H5 pre:s •nt shr:u. The 
~society it-;~H is c.01;:-irlern.bly old~t· 
hhan the nni.:sc in i\ !1ich _it wo :· 
!ships, 'ha vin; beeu or· ant ·-~ed m 
tr: :n. - . 
[ lt start,~cl life withoiil, dcnum111a-
1tio n::,! ,i{nli~:ioli, the first rrcordcd 
."t itie bein:; Unir.n Col ored C!rnrch 
'an d. Soci ~ty, Not until 1 '5 9 did it 
'·c~J- re o;;nltion :1 • an orthotl0x 
!Co .:; re:;8 .tion.d Church. 
~ At the tirn e-17 33-w1 H'71 the 
'Un ion Society was org:iniud , -:--;ew
fp9rt h ad the laro-cst Negro com-
munity in Rhod e I«la,1d . ~lost of 

,t he t{egrocs i\ ,~r e sla v es , ii ·c t:-leir , 
{fell ows i t~ l'roviclenc:e anti the 
tSr1•1ch ('rwr.t:·- A year art-er n;:-

~~d1.ati0-n of the ..'.'~ .~~·~-P~~t so:i .cty ~.I 

G ar dner before. A native African, 
entru sted by his fa t i1/.':-. accordi: ·1_;
to legenci, lo a ship captai n ta be 
~d u c,1ted in America and in .ste:i.d 
being ~old i:1.tc sla\·e,·.:' to Caleb 
Ga :-dn~r of Ne-v.rport, earning h is 
frPedom by giving music les sons, 
returnin;; at 30 to Africa to carry 
Christian ily, a lL:cky loUery tick e t 
pro ·iding fuocis, and dying within 
six monihs of lar,c ~n;; i n :':.,iberia
su~·ely a .remarkable and romantic 
fig'tlre. 

• • • 
It was at hi s h ome rn the Bella. 

"Bouse " (or Eours) hou ,·e on Hi;;:, 
street, :Kev.-µo:-t, tlrnt the lf.ninn 
Congrc; a tional Chur ch was 
h~tched-or the org ,_ nbm out of 
which the Con;;r eg:dir:;1al Chnrc'1 
h ,i.s grown . Th.! gatl1ering _ ·cw .. 
port Gardner sm, im n :1C'd h:id s:ime~ 
thing alrc::icly to hnild en. 

N'cwport has so many records 
that it ffould be a.;rccablc to claim ' 
for it and add to th em the olc1c~;t 
:Kcgro church in th e United Stat es . 
Dating thi~ on e back t.o 1783, when 
Newport Gardner started it, this 
may be the case. 

Of course, after all, centen?, ·ies 
are purely artificial mile stones , 
having no existence except in the 
human mind. But they are one ol 
manldntl's -playthings. They ser re 
the not altogcth•.::r useless end also 
or some thin; · to shoot at and date 
from. 

Po ssessi ng thus something or 
pre s~i;e from the mere fact that 
it ha ., e11dured for a century on · 
on sit , and for 152 years alto
gether, we tl;ink we'll da.im on 
Xewpr.rt's brhalf th ~ nation"s rcr ~ 
ord for ·c gro churehr:-s and lcL's 
sc~ s.omeone di spro,·e the claim. 

Three years cr.tlit·r a. :,umber ol , . . . . , , 
1 ~ g-:o::.s had ml't .~t th homr M (Tr11s fr,1.ture rn p:-mted in Ine t 

.'\h r:i.11;:m C,t.S<~J' and !orrnerl the f:ycnir,; r.ullclin e, e,-y TucstbY, '. 
Atriran Uni '.m Soc iety, Its o:,j ect Wcfln ~'.;d:i.y, Thursd :-y J.nd f'ridny.) , 

••• - _. ,tc '•- .J.-- • ..,.t;~_.._,- .. -~ .,_,..,,__ • ...,._ .,... ...... _.,- ,._.,,....L ~ _,..,,..,._ ..... • • L ~---- ... "' 

Willi an~s . ~frs . A. C. Buchan:.i rl, :\1t:-;. 
L. F. Br ngdcn, f\[rs. E :m10n.; .:,i. Ja 1

~ u 

so n, Remand Chase , Antho:1y ?e ,-'x
anct Charles A. Battle. Rev . J. S. Co~·
nell is the pdst,)r. 

. - . ...i 
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e humble 
rv~ as the 
plaque js Aw 
Governor Is presented to Theodore Michaud1 x•Marine, by Mayor Dennis F. Shea. 

-Journal-Bulletin Photo 

cerPm n· '\ , 

dosed ,.,,th 'P, 
Negro ministP1 frrm 
participated. Tr 
was presentea hv , 
Stanley Jarvis of thp "· 

Church and·the b€nPrl. 
read by the RPv. Edv, 
snn of the Union Com,;rek! 
Church. In bt~tween t 
Wilham Cooper ()f ti e 1\ 
Joh Baptist Church sa1rt 
er of dedication for t,1 
ment. 

During the cer mrm1 .
colors were pn~e,n e<l 
guard from th~ At thu"' F . 
·Post, VFW. a Negio umt 
Ne,,•port, OthPr pqtr·o 1c 
ganizations from the c1 · 
were reprr~,-,ntt"d i -' in-
VFW ~ <1 1 a 
World War 



·l .THE ROMANCE OF RHODE ISLAND-

~~~~~- ~- SUWl:.~ A1 
WORK lN \~.I. 

• OUT 11--\15 TIME. RHODE l~LANl>WAS \MPORTINC. 
R 5Alt f\BOUT 30 5LA\JU> ANNUALLY :fHe.> 50Lb Ai . 

FRO~ c30 TO 1./0 POUNDS WllH ~ ,/\Y-. OF£ ;J 
' O'N EACH WHICH WA5 U&t.'DTO PA\JE. 11-\E'.. ~iRt.Lic 

-------~ ----- -~--.-.,---:------

(Copyright, 193!J, by the Evening Bull~t1n) 

OF NE.WPORT IN 17/7. lHE. A&5EMB\.:'r' REPEALf.D 
lHE. iAX lN 1732,,ANl> SLAVE TRAt)\NC \MME.D\AT£.LY 
A~SUME.D \MPORT~'WCc.. NEWPORT f>f.CAMf. 11-\E ffi\ff 
StA\JE. MART lN AMtRlCA (WITH BR\Si0L \.J\if.R R.\\N\\.; 

C: f?t P, n I 

A Tercentenary History of 300 Y ears--~rranged and Illustrated By Wilfred R. Cyr 

IN~ li UNTIL ABOUT /7 ~.lfiE COMBlNE.l) RUM AND 
SlAVf. BUSINE.~5 C.REATL'I' INCREA5c.t> COMMe.RC.\AL 
AC:T\VlTlE.S AND ~UILl>t.b LARC.E. f;QR1'Ut-\f..t>.Al1l-\OU 
EVERYONE lN RHODE.. \5LAND 5E.NE..Fl'TE.D IN1)1 • 

,,< - ::s -4-:--~ 

1-\N INT"ER,o R OF m~ .i~)\:-o_ , 
~ S~tt'IE. Ps:Q1ot> "(j-\r 

RE.CTLY BY PRlZEb TAKEN DUR\NC. -r\4E. PE.R \ODS Of 
PR1vA,EER1Na 1N 114E. Co1..0NY, THE.Re.. v-1eRe 
AL.60 A. NUMBE..R OF UNLUCKY M-E:RCHF,NTS 'IMO 
L!)Sf HaAYIL.Y 10 PR\VA1'1~.E.R5 Of 1HE. ~EMY. 



THE ROfdANCE OF RHODE ISLAND- . 

- ~ --
11WH\T.E.HALL" 

\. - HOME BUll'"f J:>Y B\StiOP 
., J)[RKE.lt.Y It-{ Mlt>D~E:.TO\VN 

ABOUT /730 
N/7.: 01Hf PORJLAllON Of RHOt)t \&LANI> HAD 

lt\CRIA~l:D 10 / ~ 935 Or WHICH/ f.o'f g WERE. 
NE.~OE~ AND 9'o5 INl)l~-~HIPP\NC l-lAb INCRfAf> 
'f.l) i0S 0001t>N8.~HlP.BUILDINC. &~AN IN 

(Copyrfgl}.t, 1936, by the Evening Bulletin) 

PROVIDENCE .. \N /77/. NA1H~IEL e>ROWN BUIL, 
. SLOO~ ~ND l.AiER ~C.1-100Nt..R$, AN AMfR\CAN IN -
VfN'flON FIRST LAUNc.HE.]) IN Cl.DUCE5TfR.,MA~S.l7/3 
11-ic'r' SERVED \l{ C.OA5-r~L ,AAt>E.. DURING.. QUEEN 

- -:,_;__ 7 

- .. -.-..--. -----------
A Tercentenary History of 300 Years-Ar!anged ·a1:1~ Illustrated By \Yilfred R .. Cyr 

ANNE WAR./.702-171'1 •. 1HE.SPANlSHWA~)7c3 -
7'f~A"Nb KIN" CEOR~S WAA.,/7'-/L/-'f~, RHODE. 

l&J\WD PR\VA1Et:R5 WERE NUMEROUS. AN1> ACT\VE 
l>R(MPENCf AND &R\S1t>L GR.f..W lN IMR:>Rf Al-CE Al 

f 
I 

A DRAY l.O~D Or 
RUM CO\Nll t)OWN·i01Ht. 

w~REf-\ous.e. • n110~ sYN.okAfE, ,Ns:-. 
PORTS, A)Jb COMMERCt. R.05\:. oTfl\OU~ 10 REACH 

PEAK IN 1755 ~\N~ WA'o 60 fSR~K \}.J 1752 rr T. if. ~PPL'\' OF RUM WA~ 1HRE.E. MONTI-\6 
Be.HIND 1HE. ·l)f.MF\l'Jl)~ or THl:_ $H\P OWNeR.5. 

I 



THE ROMANCE OF RHODE ISLAND-

.J 
v 

(Copyright, 1936, by the Evening Bulletin.) 

. TRITON SYNDIC A TE, !Ne.: 

WE.~T \Nl)lE~.. \lH ~000 LUCK ANl> FAYO~Lt.. 
WIND~ 1HE"l' WOULt) .l)Ql)GJ:. P\RA,.ES AN1) I 

STORM5 ANb MAKE. /:\ QU lCK -rRIP i'O 11-\E. 
. CAR\.Ob,EAN.SLAVE.~ f>ElN~ PE.R\SHl\B~ -

A Te~centenary Jlistory of 300 Years-Arranged and Illustrated By Wilfred R. Cyr 

I . . 

AMON~ SLAV~& WA5 '4\C.H.., ~0 A 8~15K. MARKO AL.
WAY5 AWAliED 1HE.M. ll--lEN BACK TO NE.WPoRT 
LA\)f.N Wl11-\ SUGAR AND MOLAS~EoJ ANOTO LAND 
\T Wrtl-lOUT PA~\N~ 11-if. TAX MEANT A PlRfECT iR.I P. 



THE ROMANCE OF RHODE ISLAND-

• E5\RlNG lT~ OWN FREEDOM 1l-\E. COLON'r' RE · 
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1774 TRAOE.R5 WE.l<E. PR0\-11B\"fEt) FROM E.f\\TER\NC. 
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Hi tory Emerges From RIiiing 
By RONALD B HARRISON 1951, tr ied for two years to find hymn book and still no~ ~el-

. the stone so that the date of the lowed by age was a chppmg 
From the_ confines of a small buildin 's construction could be from an unknown newspaper. 

black box history tumbled onto t bli;h d It told that "the slaves of Mary-
1 Meeting Street the other day . es~stori:n~ and others might land are eman~ipate~, and slave- , 

The box, part of a corner- regard the contents as a treas- ry forever abolished. A 500-gun l 
tone-la ying ceremony On June ure trove . Two newspapers, the salute was scheduled by. the 

22, 1865, had been placed in !he Providence Daily Journal and mayor of Bal~i~ore three times 
foundation by the congregatl?n the Manufacturers and Farmers a day and citizens were urged ] 
of the Bethel African Methodist Journal precursors ot these to display flags. J 
Episcopal Church at 193 Meet- newspa~ers, were found in ex- The conten ts may be valuable c 
ing St. . cellent condition , marred only to some school or university or ti 

And, until Tuesday when it was by small spots of mildew . as a part of the state archives. n' 
discovered by Joseph Duham~l Other newspapers, the New Mr. Baccaire, 51, who lives at w 
and Harry Baccaire , !W0 1;rovi- York Independent, dated June 105 Sunbury St., says he had an c( 
dence building wreckers, it lay 22, 186.5, and the Anglo-Afric~, offer to buy from a Pawtucket 
undi~turbed for almost 101 dated March 25, 1865, were m man the night of the discovery . di 
years. . . the same good ~ondition. The Asked what he intended to do 

President Lmcoln had just oldest newspaper m the box was "th the ffects Mr Baccaire v 
, been assassinated and the na- the Connecticut Courant, dated wi_d. "J~st s~y they 're for c 
1 tion was in 1;1-ourning. Gov. Oct. 29, 17S4, the year :Srown ::~e ·,, 
James Y. Smith, a slender- University was founded in War- · 

1 faced beardless man, hacl pro- ten. 
1 claiJed June 1 as a __ dar ~; Two Indian head pennies, j 

"mourning and humihat101_1. minted in 1863 and 1864, were 
And one thin dime looked like found in the box. A local coin : 
a small dollar bill. dealer says they are worth $2 

Dr. Duha.m:l , . 27, of 22 At- to $5 depending on condition . 
1 wood St., a bmldmg wrecker for Besides the pictures of Gov-

the H. & B. Building Wrecking ernor Smith, the anti-slavery 
Co., related how he and Mr. proclamation by President Lin
Baccaire, the firm 's Owner, coln and the newspapers, the 

1 

found the box. item with the most personal 
• 'When we pushed Over the touch was a small Discipline of 

cornerstone, there it was . . We the African Methodist Episcopal 
thought we had found gold or Church with "T. H. Green " let- , 
something so we broke/it open tered on the side of the pages. 

1 

with a screwdriver." Tucked inside the pages of a 
The church, which echoed 

with organ chords and sermon / 
intonations for the last time in 
September, 1961, is being ra~ 
for future construction by 

1 
Brown University. The univer
sity bought the building in Au
gust, 1961, for $50,000. 

The university now plans to 
make a garden on the site to 
go along with the planned Pem
broke College Alumnae Center, 
scheduled to be ,ready for June 
graduation . Samuel Lerner , a 
Brown professor of engineering 
and secretary of the planning 
and building committee, said 
last night that it is hoped the 
garden will be finished at the 
same time. 

Professor Lern~r said that 
since the church builcling was 
bought by the university , it had 
been used for storage. "But it 
became a fire hazard," he 
said . 

The church has been de
scr.ibed as the oldest African 
Methodist Episcopal Church in 
Providence, springing from a 
religious group organized in 
1815. The original structure, 
built of logs by slaves for their 
meeting place, was destroyed 
by fire set by Indians. 

The existence of the corner
stone and its contents has been 
known by succeeding pastors, 
but attempts to find ~e "time 
capsule" in the past were un
succe~sful-at least until this 

Contents of box found under cornerstone of church are examined by Joseph Du-

week. 
The Rev. George J. Richarcl

son, pastor of the church in 

hamel ( left) and Harry Bacca ire of the H&B Building Wrecking Co. . 
-Journal-Bulletin Photo 

1865 Cornerstone Box Found 



God Our Father . Christ Our Redeemer Man Our Brother 
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BETHEL 

AFRICAN METHODIST .EPISCOPAL CHU~CH 

193 Meeting Stree!· _. . Providence, R. I. 
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REV. lASCELLE M. WATTS, Pastor 

REV. W. H. TURNER, Associate Pastor -

16/Jf _A.nniver:Jarg 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 21, 1956 

at 3:30 P.M. 

Motto: 
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"ENTER TO WORSHIP . . . LEAVE TO SERVE" 



Baltfm~~erican ! 
"I am a man of peace; God 
knows how I love peace. But I 
hope I shall never be such a 

coward as to mistake oppression 
for peace." 
-Hungarian Freedom Fighter 

Kossuth. 

Prayer Of Th~ Week 
Hear us, O God of mercy, \ 

and unto our minds show 
the light of Thy grace. 
Through our Lord. Amen. 

APRIL 30, 1966 

Bishop Baber Directs 
An Anniversary 

Coming in May is the celeibra:tion 
of the 15oth anniversary of the Afri
can Methodist Episcopal Church. 

The chur0h has a place in the 
city's history different from any oth
er. 

The first con£ erence of OI"ganized 
AMEs was held in Baltimore. No 
written records of any kind antedate 
those of Baltimo ,re. 

The first elected bishop was a 
Baltimorean , Daniel Coker. When he 
couldn't serve, the honor went to 
Richard Allen of Philadelphia. 

The first church was Bethel. The 
chief AiME churches of that same 
:name are in every lar ,ge city. 

It was a pastor of Baltimore's 
Bethel, who carried a delegation to 
the military authorities dUI"ing fue 

Civil War , say in,g to them, "You do 
not need to forc e OUT colored people 
1Jo serve in the army .• Tus.t tell us 
!how many volunteers you want and I 
we will produce them." 

That Bethel pas ·tor became a chap
lain in the army, one of the first, 
and 8,000 corored volunteers · from 
Maryland went with him . 

The_ story of the AMEs, like the 
story of the Methodis,ts and Baptists, 
spans this s•ame hundred and fifty 
years. 

Its bishops, devoted pastors and 
elders constitute the foaders of the 
city as well as the leaders of the 
state. 

Under the direction of B~shop 
George Baber, we do well to mark 
th ro· -:i_chievements. 

---; ...-u. 



CHURCH HISTORY 

The heritage which is ours is one of both age and wisdom, one of constant 
struggle, and one of minimized success. As we ~ere at B~~el Church _look back 
through the pages of history, our hearts cry out m appreciation for a history able 
to stand firm though challenged and threatened at every tum. 

The African Freedman's Society, the organization which later developed into 
Bethel A.M.E. Church, was founded and established in Rhode Island exactly 100 
years before tl1e incorporatio~ of Betl1el. Slaves bad begun to steal away in 0e eve
nings, gathering in tl1e woods out of the vision of their masters, to hear Go~ s word 
as preached by one of their brethren. History has revealed that they met with such 
consistency that an organization was automatically fom1ed. Such was the humble 
beginnings of what is today . . . a section of the only organization of international 
makeup, which is owned, operated, and controlled by the American Negro-the 
African Methodist Episcopal Church. 

From 1739 to 1795, the church wavered but remained in existence. At first 
there were laws which did not permit the congregating of slaves. In spite of this, 
God was guiding and directing his children out of the path of hurt, harm, and danger. 
When the shackles of bondage were snapped, African Methodism immediately 
sprang into existence in Rhode Island. The people created a definite organization. 
A building was secured on Thayer Street and named Bethel A.M.E. Church. 

Though there were those who waged constant warfare on Bethel, the church 
lived on. Men and women of color were ostracized, criticized, arrested, and some 
even convicted for the crime of organizing a church that they might worship under 
their own vine and fig tree. Nevertheless, the church continued to stand as a sym
bol of freedom of worship. When one was removed by the authorities, he was 
miraculously replaced by two or three. 

The church struggled but continued to prosper. Escaped slaves were led by 
Harriet Tubman via the underground railroad up through Philadelphia, New Jersey, 
New York, Connecticut, into Bethel, Providence. The significance of Bethel began 
to grow until slaves, though shackled in bondage on the red clay of South Carolina, 
became acquainted with this monument to freedom. 

By this time the walls of Bethel were bulging, unable to accommodate the 
hundreds of folk who rushed there for worship. The lot on which the church is now 
located was purchased in 1820 and the present building was constructed. I q I., ~ 
1::0\\\r-V--:.\..,c\..-~"¼.~ h-~vv'-.<:,L- \;,l.,.\ -:::i:::IA.J..,a..,v<--~ .runong tlie men wno have played a tole in the preservation of this great church 

are Reverends J.B. Franklin Lacey, Pottinger, Newby, C. C. Dunlap, W. H. Thomas, 
Cole, Witten, Hamilton, Campbell, Delaney, J. Julian Jenkins, C. B: Barrows, R. A. 
Hildebrand, Griffith, Pitts, Richardson, W. J. Laws, George Rue, H. H. Burley 
Collins, and the present Minister the Rev. Lascelle M. Watts. 

Today we are standing on the threshold of still another era. An era of awaken
ing, an era in which the good people of this great city, as well as the great citizenry 
of New England have said in concrete language, "We shall preserve this great 
heritage." 

Yes, though the church still suffers trials and tribulations we now face a bright 
tomorrow. We know tllat Bethel African Mefuodist Episcopal Church shall continue 
to live. We know fuat a beacon light shall remain aflame in this corner of God's 
vineyard, signifying the motto of African Methodism-GOD THE FATHER .. 
CHRIST OUR REDEEMER ... MAN OUR BROTHER. 
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1906- The Northeastern Federation of Colored '",'omen met in Prov 

idence , R . I ., Au: us t 15th for a three day session with ove r 

100 del~ t ates from various parts of the New England states . I t 

wa s reported tha t Miss Mar i tch a R . Lyons , ( firs t Neg,;r o tea cher 

in the publi c schoo l system in New York c ity and a graduat e of 

the Rhode Isl a nd Sta t e Norma l Schoo l i n Providence , R . I., ) was 

the most bri ll i ant extemporaneous speaker there with Mrs .. Oliv i a 

War d Bush of Boston , a close second . 

The followin g offic ers were elected : Mrs . Ma ry H. Dickerson of 

Newport, R . I., honor a ry r::res i de nt; Mrs . Alice if. . milliams of 

Broo k lyn , N. Y., presi d ent ; Mrs . Cha rl o tte E . France, Boston , 

Mass ., fir s t vice - pr esi de nt ; lJiiss Mary E . Jackson , Provi d ence , 

R . I. , second vice - president ; 1 '1 i ss Ella P . Kin g ,Nnnwwich , Ct ., 

third vi c e - presid e nt ; Miss Mari tcha R . Lyons , New York , N. Y. , 

fourth vice - pr es i Je nt ; Mrs . E . H. Gre e ne , Fortland Maine , f i fth 

vice - pre s ident ; Mrs . Rebecca A . Jackson , Jersey City , N. J ., 

sixth vice - presi d ent ; Miss C. C. Dunl ap , Phila delph i a , Pa ., 

seventh vice - pr e si d en t; Miss Hatt i e A . Cook , Norwi ch , Conn ., 

&ene r a l secretary ; Mrs . 1Jilliam Amos, New Haven, Conn ., ass ' t 

secretary ; Mrs . J . o. Henson , Boston , Mass ., t r ea surer ; Mr s.. 

1Hnnie cr a vatt Simpson, Chelsea, Mass ., ch a ir man executive 

board; Miss Elizabeth c . carter , New Bedford , Mass ., ch a ir -

man of the Northfield Fund ; Miss Rebe rta J . Dunbar , Provi -

dence , R . I ., or ~anizer . ( Rewrite by CRG from Alex - . 

an d er 1 s Ma gazine , Septemb er 15, 1906 , p 15 , Vol umes 2 - 3 ,) 

-- ( 
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