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I should like to acknowledge the many people who have so kindly con-
tributed in numerous ways to have made this effort a most interesting
one by telling me of people, events, giving me material such as books,
medals, personal note-books etc., knowing of my interest in the his-
tory of the Negro in Rhode Island, some of which I should like to per-
sonally mention.

Newspaper clippings from the Gross family scrap book.
Providence Sunday and Daily Journal

Providence Evening Bulletin

Baltimore Afro-American on Madame Sissieretta Joynor Jones
PAXLs Vupale Cowrvige

History of the Providence Chroniele by William D. Wilet, Editor
Rhode Island State Library on Legislature and Law

Providence Medical Association Library

Rhode Island Council of Churches

Rhode Island Historical Society

Rhode Island College on Neégro Graduates

Rhode Island Bar Journal Vol xv Biography on William A, Heathman Esq.

The early life of the Colored People of Providence by William J. Brown
Angell and Company, Providence, R. I. 1883

Negroes on the Island of Rhode Island by Charles A. Battle, 1932

Sketch of the Life of Goerge Thomas Downing, by S. K. M. Washington,
Newpert, R. I. The Milne Printery, 1910

fevaesqe o
Brown University Directory,PQAGraduates from Brown and Pembroke up to
1950, library of William A, Heathman, Esq.

Hand written notes on Negro Churches in Rhode Island by Mrs. Ulysses
T. Carter, Sr., assisted by Mrs. Beverly Tinsley, (Tercentenary mate=icl
rial,)

"These Plantationa™ by J. Earl Clauson Eve Bul 2-1-35 (Oldest Negro

Church?
Newport Gardner's Life by J. Earl Clauson, Prov Jour 5-20-36

The personal note-book of Miss Reberta J. Dunbar with dates of lec-
tures in Rhode Island on the Negro. Given to me by Mrs. W. D. Wiley,
former metron at the Bannister House, 45 East Transit Street, Prov.
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INTRODUCTION

My first interest in history was at the age of ten, in 1898 when I
could hardly wait for the Providence Evening Bulletin to arrive,
my parents to finish reading @t so I could cut out pictures of bat-
tleships to paste in my own scrap book.

There was a family scrap book containing articles mainly about the
Negro which I read. Many old clippings have been transferred to my
files which have been a great source of interest in my later re-
search.

In 1935, when Governor William H. Vanderbilt announced the first
appointments to the Rhode Island Tercentenary Committee, there was
Negroecrepresentation, so at the request and suggestion of the Provi-
dence branch of the NAACP, the following were added:- Joseph G. Le-
Count, Esq., Miss Reberta J., Dunbar, Dr. Andrew L. Jackson, Sr.,
Mrs. Ulysses T. Carter, Sr., Dr. Carl R. Gross of Providence, Mrs.
Beverly Tinsley, Mr. Leroy Williams and Mr. William H. Hilton of
Newport.

The group met at Miss Dunbar's home on December 11, 1935 to orga-
nize and plan the scope of their activities. Many suggestion were
presented but the one having the greatest appeal was to have dif-
ferent members write on various categories such as art, law, le-
gislators, medicine, dentistry, pharmacy, nursing, teachers clubs
etc and to compile and publish a phapblet on the History of the
Negro in Rhode Island. Mr. LeCount was named to serve as chair-
man and Dr. Gross, as secretary. I have all the coreespondencepper-
taining to this effort still in my possesion, (1970).

Financial assistance was not forth coming from the general com-
mittee altho they thought well of the project due to lack of mo-
ney, so the effort slumped,

lly interest became intensified from the great amount of material
thet was collected so in the late fifties I began to research and
authenticate to compile the following infemme&tion.

Carl R. Gress, M. D.
Providence, R, I. 1970

The Chronological Notes on the Negro in Rhode Island denies any
liability forrstatement of facts or copinions by contributors

Files en:- ART CHURCHES CLUBS ORGANIZATIONS: DENTISTRY ILAW
EDUCATION INVENTORS LEGESIATURE MEDICINE MILITARY
PHARMACY PRESS NURSES MISCE
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ACKNONLEDGNEETS

Address by William P. H. Freeman, Januvary 1, 1937, Annual Anniver-
sity of the Emancipation at the BeneficénttCongregational (Rounfl
Top) Church, Providence, R. I. Providence branch of the NAACP.

A Tercentenary History of 300 Years, arranged dhd illustrated by
Winfred R. Cyr,(c) Eve Bul 10-8-36.

Personal notes on Negro Churches in Rhede Island by Mrs. Ulysses T.
Carter, Sr., assisted by Mrs. Beverly Tinsley. 1936.

A scrap book of press releases all over the United States and Can-
ada, three gold medals out of seventeen she wore,in concert, six
photographs, a flyer of the California tour beloning to Madame Sis-
sierette Joynor Jones, "The Black Patti"™ given to me by William P.
H. Freeman and I in turn presented all to the Jesse E. Moorland Col-
lection, Howard University, Washington, D. C., also a short history
on the life of Madame Jones as: I knew her. CRG

161st Anniversary program of Bethel AME Church, 1795-1956, the first
Negro church in Providencé, R. I., with church history inside cover.

Negro Churches in Rhode Island before 1860 by Robert Glenn Scherer,
Jr., Rhode Island Histery, January 1966.

Original minute book of the first Quarterly Conference of the CME
of the Zion connection formed by Jehiel Bemone, Sept. 2nd 1837. Be-
low on the same page informent Sister Catherine Chesbrew of how the
church started. '

AV\NW’\\L
Anti-Negro Prejudice and Discrimgtion in Rhede Island, 1860-1900 by
Jean Girard, (RICIHisbopy Honord), June 7, 1966. A great amount of informa
information was given to him by Carl R. Gross, M. D. See His paper,

History ef Negro Masonary in Rhede Island from the proceedings of
the Most Worshipful Eureka Grand Lodge, Free and Accepted Masons of
the State of Rhede Island, from 1902 te 1906, including a Histori-
cal sketch. Printed by the Mercury Publishing Company, Newport, R.
o 190/, Hnel

Letter of appeintment of a Negre group te the Rhede Island State
Tercentenary Cemmittee and the minutes of that greup by Carl R.
Gress, M. D., secretary, 1935-1936
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INTERVIENS

William A. Heathman, Esq. % Many times when he was 94 years old after

a professional visit I would sit and talk at his home and he would

tell me about his disappointments as well as his achievements; about

the first four members of the Rhode Island General Assembly,( see

file on them ),how one was not too vecal, he was a liatener, so the
Speaker at the end of the session would give him a nod, he would ad-
dress the chair saying, Mr, Speaker,"I move the House do now ad journ";
He tole me of a slave who was shipped North who became the coachman

for Mr. Corlisg of the Corlisg steam engine company and was called,
William "Boxpeel™ Jones; about being thrown off a trolley car by a con-
ductor who had recently come here from the South, Vr. Heathman was talking
ing with the son of the judge who tried the case, whe had correct infor-
mation about the case, ( This and moere are in an article of the Rhode
BRMBameﬂonm.%mmm,Mml%hvdxvmg);thm.
Monroe, a walking encyclopedia on Rhode Island Law, who finished his

law course in tow instead of three years, plus many more facts about

the Negro here. ( Bar Journal enclosed ); He was the Republican mem—

ber of the Rhode Island State Returning Board, now the State Board of
Elections, frem 1903 te 1919.

Mrs. Flerence West Ward %, the oldest living member of Bethel AME.
Church, age 95, now residing at the Bannister House who told me about
the sub-cellar in the church which was a station of the Underground
Railway in Providence. Bethel was the first church in Providence,
1795~ 1961 when it was sold to Brown University. The members bought
another church where they are now, 1970, how there first building was
built by the male members, had no mortgage when finished and owhng
not a penny. I was tole her mother allowed her to play only with cer-
tain children, did not allow her to wash dished or her clethes, bring-
ing her up as a lady, changing her clothes twice daily, (This was told
to me by Mrs, James A Gilbert.)

Mrs..James Grossi nee Margaret West, another of the older members of
Bethel, telling me about its past.

Mr. Sidney Brown #wWho gave me an anniversary program ofi the 16lst

year with a wonderful hjstory of Bethel AME Church. He was also a mem-
ber, how he worked for Mr. Peter Sims, a member, an ash remover Who
had his men screen ashes from east side homes, pick out the clinkers
and sell by the bushel basket. During financial stress, Bethel Church
was heated on a Sunday by many bushels given by Mr. Sims.

Mrs. James A, Gidbert % of Providence, ttold me about the Neptune
Yacht Club on the west side of the bay; "The Inquirers Club" which
met for discussiens on current subjects; "Contraband"™, a term used
for slaves who had fled North, who were housed in barracks at Camp
Fremont, (Dexter Training Ground) where whites would come to engage
their services until they had permenant jobs; about the old Indian
Burial Ground at Thayer and Olive Streets, hew for progress, the bo-
dies were exhumed and re-buried out ar§hd the North Burial Ground;

% Native bern Rhede Islander continued
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INTERVIERS

Mrs. Gilbert continued

Zebedee Howland, his Indian name was Howling Lands was her gradn-fa-
ther on her mother's side, she had his commisgion as Sargeant-Ma jor
of the 1l4th Rhede Island Volunteers, Heavy Artillary, an all Negre
Regiment in the Civil War, (1800), signed by Colonel Viall and Ad-
Junt Whiting, commisioned officers white, non-commisioned officers
Negro; Zebedee Heowland as a chmld went to a scheol for colered chil-
dren and meeting his teacher, (white) on the street, he raised his
hat to him, for this he was rebuked by him and told if he did that
again, he would thrash him, (Prov Sun Jour).

Joseph G. LeCount, Esq., of Providence who gave me the names and
dates of admission to the Rhede Island Bar before his, May 5, 1914.
He said in cases of discrimanation, there was a small fine on the
books and instead of sin no more, the owners of buisnesses would
gladly pay the fine and sin again.

Now there is a Commission on Human Rights, the successor to the old
State Commission on Discrimanation which puts mere teeth in the act.
He spoke of many cases that would be ready to go to trial and the
complaintant or witnesses would back dewn because of fear of loss of
their job or retaliation in some form.

Oliver C. Nurten of Newport telling of helping to carry an x-ray ma-
chine belonging te Dr. Marcus F. Weathland also of Newport who had
onr of the first x-ray machines in the state.

He promised Charles A. Battle of Newport whe wrote in his pamplet

of the x-slaves who fought in the Battle of Rhede Island that he
would work to establish a suitable memorial teo their memory. Thir-
ty years later this was culmated on July 4, 1967 near the site of
that famous battle, sponsered by the Newport NAACP, State, Veterans
organizations and Portsmouth officials.

Walter S. Gladding told me of his boss, an orthopedic surgeon here
in Providence used to borrow Dr. Wheatland's tube when his tube was
bad.

George Reilly, supertendent of the RISPCA, 372 Fountain Street, Prev-
idence, R. I., told me the stories abeut Sarah Gardner and the Scoett-
lanferd fight, about the plague in hemer of Sarah Gardner.

Mrs. Percival G. Moore-Broewne on the histery of the Church of the
Savieur, Previdence, R. I.

Mr. Luke N. Fears, a member who gave me a histery ef the Church of
Ged and the Saints ef Christ, Previdence, R. I.

Mrs. Geonge FarrowX(Annie Perry) who tddd me of many happenings of
the Algonquin Council and her father's farm on Dugaway Hill,Cranston

# Native born Rhede Islander
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1696~ Historians accept 1696 as the year of the introduction
of slavery into Rhode Island when the first cargo of Negro
slaves arrived in Newport, R. I., from Barbadees, BWI., and
were sold for 30 or 40 pounds apiece. Part of the cargo
was unloaded, the ship stayed overnight, the next day sail-
ing for Boston, Mass. More than 25 distilleries made rum
in Newport and over 180 ships made their port there. A
slaver paid 115 gallons for a healthy male, 95 for a healthy
female, the slave trade became so large that a tax of 3
pounds was levied on each sale to help pave the streets of
Newport, this later being repealed in 1732, Newport be-
came the chief slave market in America, Briston, second and
Gherleston, S. €.« ., third.

There were several slave markets in Newport, one at the cor-
ner of Mill and Spring Streets, another at North Baptist and
Thames Streets. If they became overcrouded or the sales be-
came slow, they were kept at Gravelly Point, now the city
dock, until times were better.

In May of 1652, it was enacted by the Geheral Assembly: "
Whereas there is a common custom practiced among Englishmen

to buy negars so that they may have them for service or slaves
forever; for the preventing of such practice among us, let it
be ordered that no black mankind or white, being forced by
cevenant, bond or otherwise, to serve any man or his assign-
ees, longer than ten years or uhtil they brr twenty four years

of age, if they bee taken in under fourteen, from the time of

renss D17
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comings within the liberties of the Colonie and at the end of
ten years, to set them free as in the manner of English ser-
vants . And that man that will not let them go free or shall
sell them away to others for a long time, hee or they shall
forfeit to the Colonie, forty pounds."

This legislalation was the first positive declaration against
slavery by any of the Colonies. ( CAB-WPHF )

1730- The earliest census in Providence, showed 3916 whites
and 128 Negroes. ( see chart 2a by John C. Minkins, number
and percentage distributations 1730-1860.,)

1735- The population of Rhode Island was 71936, 1648 Negroes
and 936 Indians, 69352 whites. ( RJD )

1745- Newport Gardner ( Occramer Marycoo ) 1745-1826

His parents hearing of the great opportunities in America, en-
trusted their son, age 14 to a white Ship's captain to bring
to America to gain an education but instead he was sold to
Captain Caleb Gardner, a sympathetic person. Mrs. Gardner
helped to teach him English, made it possible for him to take
nusic lessons from a white teacher who came from Boston and
one of her friends taught him French. After six months he
had surpassed his teacher, maintaining & room on High Street
where he gave music lessons to some of the leading families.
He took a woman of colour to be his wife, had children and a
home of his own on Pope Street.

Gardner was a very religious man who came under the influence

of the Rev. Dr. Hopkins, paster of the First Congragational




1745- Newport Gardner continued

Church in Newport who listened to his dreams and gave him en-
couragement. Gardner's home on Pope Street was the scene of
many religious meetings, the forerunner of the Union Congre-
gational Church in Newport in 1859. gardner's interests were
helping his people, religion, sacred music, his freedom and to
return to his homeland, He never forgot his native laungage.
He with nine others bought a lottery ticket which won $2000.00,
this helped to lncrease the funds of the African Colonization
Society so he with 23 others left Newpoft, arriving in Boston,
December 18, 1825. The brig "Vine"™ left Boston, Januvary 4,
1826, reaching Liberia February 6, 1826 in his 8lst year. He
and his chief lieutenant, Salmer Nubia fell victom to African
feyertdying seoon after their arrivaiy, At the age of 50, he
composed an anthem, "Promise" the most faméus of many, publish-
ed in Boston and sung in many Negro churches. The only known
copy in existence was in the hands of the widow of Dr. Alonza
M. Van Horne. (CAB Negroes on the Island of Rhode Island)
"One of the most remarkable men, black or white, the State

has known." ( These Plantations Eve Bul 2-1-35 J.E.Clauson)
17K8A Patience Borden, 1758 1811, a free woman of colour left
a flil dated March 19, lall..........as a fund, the interets
of which to be applied for the relief of indigent persons of
colour who shall be members of her church, the First Baptist
Church in America,” She died April 1, 1811 in her 53rd year.

( Rhode Island History, Winter 1869, p 26 )

GRS

S B3



4
1760- The last slave to die in Rhode Island was James Buffum,
Seere OF Jamestiown, R. D., age 100 years on January 35 186QL
( Eve Bul 2-1-35 J. Earl Clauson)

1763- The first school for colored children was opened by the

Rev. rmaduke Browne, the rector of Trinity Church at the
corner of Division and Mary Streets, October of 1763. Girls
were given the rudiments of education and domestic work while
boys received class-room wWork and were apprenticed to black-
smiths, carpenters, coopers etc, Battle in his pamphlet men-
tions that Neptune Thurston, a slave and a cooper by trade
gave Gilbert Stuart, his first lessions in painting. After
Rev. Browne's death, the school was carried on by Mrs. Mary

G. Brett until the outbreak of the Revohutiaény, re-opened in
1785, closing upon her death April 14, 1799. Again it was re-
opened under the auspices of the African Benevolent Society
whose sole purpose was maintaining a school for colored chil-
dren. It had a Constitution calling for a set of officers,

a board of directors of nine members, five of whom shall be
colored. Newport Bardner was elected President and Issac Rice
to be secretary. The school charged fifty cents yearly and
went on with varying success until the City of Newport took
over education in 1842. (- (e )

Rev., Hopkinsson going down to the wharves, saw such conditions
which caused him to preach strongly against slavery that mem-
bers of his church voted to exclude all members that were
slave holders and in this cause he was joined by the Quakers

and Episcopalians.

GRpsS P A3



1770- Rev. Hopkins was the father of the idea of civilizing
and Christainizing Africans and to send them back to Africa
as missionaries. The first African Colonizing Society was
the out-grouth of his idea. ( CAB )

1778~ In Februvary of 1778, the General Assembly of Rhode
Island, voted and resolved, " That every able bodied Negro,
mulatto or Indian slave in this State, may enlist to enter
either of two battalions, to serve during the continuance of
the war with Great Britain, that every slave so enlisted
shall be entirled to receive all bounties, wages and encour-
agements allowed by the Continental Congress to any soldier
enihsiFed s Inathesservilce,t

# It is further voted and resolved, that every soldier so en-
listing shal upon passing muster before Colonel Christopher
Greene, be immediately discharged from his master or mistress
and shall be absolutely free, as though he had never been en-
cumbered with any kind of servitude or slavery and in case
such slave shall, by sickness or otherwise be unable to main-
tain himself, he shall be supported by the State, not his mas-
Gerorthis misitress. And Whereas slaves have been deemed by
law, the property of their owner, compensation ought to be
maéde for the loss of their services."

" It was further voted and r esolved, That there be allowed and
paid by this State to the owners for every slave enlisting, a
sum according to his worth, a price not exceeding one hundred
and twenty pounds for the most valuable slave and in propor-

tion for a slave of less value, (continued on p 6)

rPrSS
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1778~ Provided, the owner shall deliver to the officer who en-
1list him, the clothes of said slave or otherwise he shall not
be entitled to said sum".

These regiments created by the General Assembly were the first
in the history of the Nation to be received and accepted into
the armed services of the country on terms of equality with

other soldiers. ( CAB )

1778~ The first major contributation of the Negro to the State
of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations was in the forma-—
tion of the first Negro regiment in America which fought so
bravely in the Battle of Rhode Island, August 29, 1778 at
Portsmoeuth, R. I, These men both slaves and free, more than
proved their fighting ability, withstanding the Hessians and
taking a toll of five for every man they lost. The Hessian
officer refused to lead his men in battle the next day for
fear of his 1life and asked to be transferred. After this be
battle, General Greene's regiment was sent South and follow-
ing its leader, was wiped out to a man in the Battle of
Point Bridge, N. Y,, May 13, 178L.. In Auvgust of 1928, the
150th anniversary of the Battle of Rhode Island was celebra-
ted, at that time a suggestion was made that the State honor
in stone or bronze, the memory of Colonel Greene's regiment.
Mr., @liver @, Burton, Jr., of the Newport chapter of the
NAACP promised Charles A, Battle that he would work to help
establish such a memorial, enlisting the aild of Senator
Erich A. 0'Day Taylor of Newport, 39 years lateer on July

4, 1967 a site at Barker's Bridge R. I., was dedicated,

P
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1783~ Momes. Gardner had come under the influence of Rev.
Hopkins, the pastor of the First Congregational Church in
Newport, also became a member. Inspired by the formation
of the African Union Meeting House in Providence, in 1819,
twelve men met at Gardner's house on January 6, 1824, again
on February 24, 1824, They established the Colored Union
Church, feeling their were advantages in a Negro organiza-
tion,electing Gardner and Shadrack Hawkins, deacons, the
Rev. Mr. Patten (white) treasurer, ahama Gardner, clerk.
Issac Rice, Turnbridge Hammond and Ishmael Fayerweather
wWere appointed to find a site for a church. They purchased
a lot, 100x60 at the corner of Church and Division Streets,
and on this site the first Colored Church was built and de-—
dicated, June 23, 1824 in Newport, R. I, Their pastor,
Rev. Jacob C. Perry of Narragansett, served from 1826-1845
and outgrowing their quarters, in 1835 they acquired the
Fourth Baptist Meeting House, called the "0ld Salt Box with
services there in February of 1835. Rev. Luke Waldron of
Narragansett was the next pastor from 1845-1852 and under
him the church was incorporated under the laws of Rhode Is-
land. Charles W. Gardner, 1852-1858, stressed the inpor-
tance of the Sunday School. Under Benjamin Lynch, 1858-
1863, the church lost its community aspect, recognized by
a council, March 29, 1859 as an orthodox Congregational
church. In the fall it was re-incorporated as the Union

Congregational Church, Newport, R. I.

GROSS
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1783- An older Negro church?

Rev. Lynch resigned as pastor to become a chaplain in & newly
regiment in the Civil War. Rev. Samuel Harrison came in 1863
and resigned in 1865. Rev. Malon A. Van Horne next as acting
pastor in September of 1868 and was made perma&nent in January,
1869, He was a member of the first class to graduate from Lin-
coln University in Oxford, Pa. The church grew emormously under
his 29 years as pastor. In 1871, the church was demolished with
work on the new ediface, which commenced in May, the corner-—
stone laid, June 15, 1871 and the new church was dedicated in
the October following. Rev. Van Horne was active in civic
work, & member of the Newport School Committee from 1873 to
1892, being chairman of several committees, also one of the
committee on examination for the State Normal School; elected
to the Rhode Island legislature in 1885, served for three years
and in 1897, he resigned his pastorate upon being appointed by
President William licKinley as U. S. Consul to St. Thomas, Dan-
ish West Indies, resigning from the diplomatic service in 1908.
Among some ministers following were: Rev. Byron U. Gunner; Rev,
Clifford L. Miller, the ablest financler; the church being in
great debt when he came in 1913, but when he left in LGS
every debt had been removed, with many improvements made and
paid for; Rev. A. T. Peters was the skholar, a graduate from
Iincoln University, oxford, Pa., Yale University school of
Religion, Ph.D., Brown University, LL.D Cambridge College,
England, and many others. The church dwindled and in 1964,

merged under the name of the United Congregational Church,.

. GROSS P, 35
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1781~ The Rhode Island Regiment of Negroes who fought at the
Battle of Rhode Island, August 29th, 1778, were wiped out at
the Battle of Point Bridge, New.York, May 1B 5h L 8ES CAB
1784~ An act passed in 1784, provided that all children born
after March lst, 1784 were to be free, their support and ed-
ucation to be provided by the towns in which they resided.
This Act was later amended to put the cost of rearing a child
upon the mother's owner. AB
1787- An Act passed in 1787, under its provisions, the slave
trade in the State was abolished as well as trading with the
West Indies. A fine of 100 pounds for every person imported
and 1,000 pounds for each ship engaged in this traffic. CAB
1791- A call was seng out by Newport Gardner to members of
the African Union Society for a "“Slaves Thanksgiving Service",
Mpriis3a), - 79Nk, he last of these services was held in April
of 1824 in the Fourth Baptist Meeting House and the sermon was
preached by Professor William Gammell of Brown University.

The original Thanksgiving Proclamation was in the possesion

of the Union Congregational Church in Newport as well as other
colonial records about Negroes. These records are in the pos-
sion of the United Congregational Church of Newport with which
the Union Congregational Church, merged in 1964, CAB JWD
1792- Isaac Rice, a free man was born in Narragansett in 1792
and diedin Newport, 1866.. He was brought to Newport in hits
early life, embraced religion and koined the First Congrega-
ﬁional Church (white). Iater he was one of the €handersheri-
Eéfé of the Union Congregational Church (Negro) and its clerky

also gave the church its first organ.

GRDOS P 5L
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1792- TIsaae A, Rice, continued

A gardner by trade, he worked for some of the leading families
of Newport and while working for Governor Gibbs, he planned
and planted the trees in Touro Park there. He was a great
Worker in the anti-slavery cause, forming the acquaintance of
Frederdck Douglass, after his escape from the South to New Bed-
ford, Mess., which became a life long friendship. His home
was a station of the Underground Railroad in Newport at the
corner of William and Thomas Streets, (still in the family).
Iater he entered the catering buisness with a fashionable es-
tablishment on Cotton Court and he and Downing were the cater-—
rs for a great reunion of the Sons and Daughters of Newport in
1859. CAB
1795- The African Freedman's Society which later developed
inte Bethel A. M< E. Churech of Providence, R. I., was founded
exactly 100 years before the incorporation of Bethel in 1839.
In 1795, it was a free mission and in 1800, in May, it joined
with four other BEriedn Methodist Episcopal bodies:- (Mother)
Bethel in Philadelphia, Pa., Bethel in Baltimore, Md., Bethel
in New York, N. Y., and Emanuel in Charlestonn S. C. It was
the only organization, owned, operated and controled in whole,
by the American Negro, the African Methodist Episcopal Church.
The members first met in various homes, a tenement at Thayer
and Cushing Streets, the southwest corner and in 1820 they
purchased a lot at 193 Meeting Street, where a chmrch of logs
was built. In September of 1838, fifteen persons led by
Daniel Morse and Ichabod Northup met , organized and in 1839,

incorporated as Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church.

e S Enpec SR
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1797- Hiram Lodge, Ne. 3, F. & A. M.,(Prince Hall), the first Negre
lodge of Mason in Rhode Island, was given license on the 25th
of June, 1797, by Prince Hall, master eof African Ledge, No.
459, to assemble and work as a lodge.

This was the second Negra lodge created in the United States,
the officers were installed by Prince Hall, Grand Master.,
September 22, 1797. (From the proceedings of the Most Worahip-
ful Rureka Grand Ledge, Free and Accepted Masons of the State
of Rhode Island, from 1902 to 1906, including a Historical
Sletech, Printed by the Mercury Publishing Company, Newport, R.
oy AOT6)

1797~ Harvey Chace, born in Somerset, Massachusetts, August 3lst,
1797, the oldest of seven children of Oliver &hdcBusannah

it

Buffington Chace. rvey; Samuel B; Aseneth; Mary; Jona-
thon; Elizabeth; and Oliver, Jr. He moved to Valley Falls,

R. I., in 1843, p 267; p 268, "His home being a safeway sta-

tion of the Underground Railroad.

(Biographical Enclycopedia of Representative Men in R. I.,

1881, Providence, Nat. Biog Puby Co., Prov., 1L88L.)

On p 163 is shown a map of the Underground R. R., and p 165
is shown a picture of the home of Elizabeth Buffun Chace,
in valley Palls, R. I., which is listed as a station of
the Underground.

Both named Chace; both lived in Valley Falls, R. I., both
were stations of the Underground Railroad.

Could she be the sister or sister in law of Harvey?
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1797- Barvey Chace continued
land in 1843 and "His home being a safeway station of the
Underground Railrailroad.™ (pp 267-268 National Biographical
Cyclopedia of Representative Men in Rhode Island, National
Biographical Publishing Company, Providence, R. I. , 188L.)
The Colored American Magazine, January, 1903, on p 163 shows
a map of the Underground Railroad in New England and p 165, a
picture of the home of Elizabeth Buffum Chace, also in Valley
Falls, Rhode Islend, as a station of the Underground Railread.
(0liver Chace had seven children: Harvey; Samuel B; Aseneth;
Mary; Jonathon; Elizabeth and Oliver, Je.) CRG
1800~ Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church of Providence,
R. I., in 1800 became the fifth Bethel affiliate in America.
1808- Rhode Island General Assembly abolished slavery in R. I.
1808- The school for colored children which was started by the
Rev. Marmaduke Browne in Newport, in 1763, was re-opened by

Newport Gardner as teacher in 1808. CAB

1819- George Henry, 1819-1900, was born & slave in Virginia of
slave parents, spending his early years on & plantation there
but not being satisfied with farm life, he left, going to sea
dsva cook dn 1831, for 17 years. He was promoted to be the
master of the coastal schooner, Llevelyn owned by Sally Grif-
fin and her newphew. She lived on King Street, Alexander, Va.
For three or four years he was engaged in running timber from
Virginia to Baltimore and the knowledge thus acquired of dif-
ferent grades of timber was so great that when the acqueduct

was built across the Georgetown River, the selection of all
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George Henry continued
the piles to be used wereé left entirely to him. On his last
trip as skipper, he left the ship in Baltimore, going on to
Philadelphia, then to Providence in 1847, found & position on
a boat plying between Providence and New York finally leaving
the sea. He became sexton of St. Stephens Episcopal Church
here for 25 years, where he became a member. In 1859, he
founded a society, known as the ﬁenry and Brown Society, the
sole purpose of which was to educate colored youths in the
higher branches of learning, denied them at that time. To-
gether with Downing and Jefferson, they institufed and main-
tained a long fight to desegregate and have equal pchuolinges
in Rhode Islend, which resulted successfully in 1871L. fira)
1872, drawn on jury duty in the Superior Court, he became the
first Negro to serve on a Rhode Island Jury. John F. Toby,
chr. of the House Judiciary Committee opposed the repeal of
the intermarriage laws, and because of his stand in this mat-
ter and his remarks, he was defeated in the next three elect-
ions by the efforts of Mr. Henry and others of his race, A
few years later he led an assault on the Metropolitan Life
Insurrance Company, forcing them to give somewhat near equal
benefits to the colored people.
In 1895, he presented to LivingstoneCGblkege in Salisbury,
N. €., his entire library, eompfising of valuable and rare
books on the history of the race during the first half cent-
ury, the entire works of Charles Sumner, seceral exeellant
cases, together with an oil painting of himself, portraits

of Touissant L'Overture; John Brown; Charles Sumner and

GROSS P, H3



15

George Henry continued

others. This isfamonggrif-nots thetbest gift that Livingstone
has ever received from a member of the race. In 1894, he pre-
sented to Ives Post, No. 13, G.A.R., Department of Rhode Island,
an immense volume désigned to contain personal war sketches ete.
This book cost $100.00. These sketches written in by me in
1898, (William A. Heathman, Esq.) who was the post historian,
and turned over to the Post, August 4th of that year.

In closing:- his own words, "Let me give glory to God on high
and peace to men on earth. My country, flag and the Republican
Party and its principlez, first, last and Forever

(Notes by William A. Heathmean, Esq., P.E.B., Jan.24,1900. CRG)

1819- GEORGE T. DONNING was born in New York city, December 30,
1819 and died in Newport, Rhode Island, July, 21, 1903. He at-
tended public schools in New York with men who later became
famous, Henry Garnett, Professor Reason and Doctor Crummell.
These men with others began at the age of 14 and 16 to be in-
volved in civil rights adopting a resolution, refraining from
celebrating the Fourth of July, since to colored people the
Declaration of Independence was a mockery. As a youth, he
was an agent of the Underground Railroad, spiriting away "Lit-
tle Henry"™, & slave who had been put in jail there.decceass 88
member of a committee to fight the Fugitive Slave law also he
fought to abolish the property qualification act that colored
had to have $250.00 worth of real estate to vote. He was in
the participation of the agitation over the fugitive slave,
Anthony Burns. (See Providence Sunday Journal, October 13,

1957 entitled"RACE TROUBLE IN BOSTON", copy attached.)

GROSS
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1730- Number and Percentage distributions of Whites and Negroes in
Previdence. 1730-1860

Year Teotal Number Per Cent
Negroes Negroes
17350 3916 128 B2
1748 452 2825 6.0
Ervd 4321 - %1613 0]
178% 4310 2885 6.6
1790 - 16380 475 Tt~
1800 7614 656 8.6
1810 10071 g 8.6
L8&0 11767 979 8¢3
1830 16836 1215 T2
1840 23172 1302 55
1850 41513 1499 Be6
1860 50666 1 B5&7. o PR

These statistics were collected by John C. Minkins whe at
one time(was the editor of a white newspaper, The Provi-
dence News frpm 1906-1911, )(From his autobiegraphy)

. e cROSS A 19
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Newport Gardner’s Life ¥

Story Comes Down
ars
gl
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"By J. Earl Clauson

The stretch of a woman’s love
for her son can hardly be greater
than that of the mother of New-
port Gardner. She was a Negro
living on a low, malarial stretch
of the African west coast, where
she watched the slavers come
and go and picked up scraps of
information about the shores
they sailed for.

There was something over be-
yond the horizon line her own
people ought to have. She was
too old to go after it, but she had
a boy of 14 who might make the
trip and bring back some saving
graces of white civilization.

Finally she plucked up courage
to ask a captain to take her son
across and give him an opportun-
ity. He promised—and promptly
on arrival at Newport sold the
boy for what he would bring in
the slave market.

It was by a lucky chance that
he fell into the hands of Caleb
Gardner, a prominent merchant
with human sympathies. The
lad’s native name, now forgotten,
was changed to Newport Gard-
ner, and as Newport Gardner his
story has come down the years,
one of the most remarkable con-
cerning his race in America.

Gift for Music

He was a boy of more than or-
dinary perceptiveness, docile and
anxious to learn. He quickly
picked up English, but by some
process of self-discipline re-

. ... CONFINED HIMSELF TO SA CRED MUSIC

s

Tl Wiy

tained throughout his life the
speech to which he had been
born. The mission to which his
mbther had devoted him he
never forgot.

To his other talents he added a
distinct gift for music. Mrs. Gard-
ner made it possible for him to
join a singing class. Seon he had
distanced the professor and be-

" came a teacher-in his own right.

. He read and composed music. His
voice was excellent. He did not
attempt to master any instru-
ment, and confined himself to
sacred musics

Newport took a wife of his own
color and they had children and
eventually a house of their own
on Pope street. Not far away on
High street he maintained a room
where he gave music lessons.

Still he and all of his were
slaves. The project his mother
had outlined to him in boyhood
seemed beyond possibility of
realization; first he and the fam-
ily must gain their freedom, and

next they must gather somehow
the money necessary for the pro-

posed expedition to Africa. His
mother, of course, must be long
dead; he never had heard from
her. (\

A strong religious faith kept
him going and the flame of hope
alight. He tok encouragement
from Rev. Dr. Hopkins, who set-
tled in the Newport Congrega-
tional pulpit in 1770 and mani-
fested deep interest in the en-
slaved Negroes. Dr. Hopkins lis=
tened with attention to New-
port’s life dream and lent his aid.

Full Liberty.

In 1791 Newport with nine
other slaves bought a lottery
ticket whicn won a $2000 prize.
This helped a little toward buy-
ing freedom. Some time later
Caleb Gardner, his master, heard
Newport praying that he and his
family might be liberated. Moved
by the appeal, and considering
the years of service he had had,
he gave Newport, his wife and
children their full liberty.

He was free to depart,
means still were lacking.

but
And

the years were piling up on New-
port’s head. Little by little, how-
ever, special collections had been
added to a fund for African col-
onization plan and finally at the
end of December, 1825, Newport,
his son and a little band of asso-
ciates stood on the deck of a ship
and watched Boston Harbor sink
into the blue behind.

They were off on the great mis-
sion thought of which Newport
had cherished ever since his
mother outlined it to him, a boy
of 14. Now he was 80. He must
have wondered whether he was
to be spared to realize any part
of his and his mother’s dream.

He was not. The brig reached

. her destination Feb. 6, 1826, and
the little band of Negro mission-
aries went ashore. But a month
later Newport and his chief lieu-
tenant, Salmar Nubia, were dead
of disease, and within a short
time Newport’s son followed.

(Copyright, 1936, by the Providence
Journal)
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Patience Borden and the Sterrys
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In these days of accent on improving the Negro’s lot it
may be interesting to note that in 1811 one member
of that race set aside from her slender resources a fund
for the aid of the poor Negro members of her church.
In the ancient part of North Burial Ground, Provi-
dence, there stands a gravestone with this inscription:

“Patience Borden, commonly called Sterry, a free
woman of colour and humble disciple of Christ. She
gave to the First Baptist Church in this town, of which
she was a member, 230 dollars as a fund for the relief
of the poor of colour of that church. She died April 1,
1811, in the 53rd year of her age.”

Next to her stone is that of Vilet Burden, wife of
Prime Burden, who died June 5, 1786, aged about
70 years.

The writer had become aware of Patience Borden in
doing research on the Sterry families of Providence.
She was a member of the household of Robert Sterry,
Providence merchant, who died April 29, 1789, at 76
years and is buried in North Burial Ground a few
rows away from the gravestone for Patience. Robert
married first Rosabella Angell and second, Lydia
Angell. Robert’s house was on the west side of North
Main Street, about a block away from the
First Baptist Church.

Robert left a will, it is stated in Providence Town
Council records, but it is not on file in the Providence
probate office. No doubt he made provision for
Patience Borden as his faithful servant.

A lengthy study results in the conclusion that
Robert Sterry had a son, Capt. Samuel Sterry, who
married Sarah, daughter of Col. Thomas and Mercy
(Rhodes) Angell. Capt. Samuel’s death was reported
in the Providence Gazette of 5 Sept. 1772. Robert’s
North Main Street property must have descended to
Capt. Samuel’s son, Capt. Samuel Angell Sterry. The
death of the latter in his 26th year from a fall while
on passage home from Savannah, Ga., was noted in
the Providence Gazette of 3 Oct. 1795. Capt. Samuel
Angell Sterry had married Elizabeth Packard, daughter

Winder (969
By Charles W. Farnham, F.A.S.G., C.G.*

of Nathaniel and Abigail Packard of Providence. In
the 1790 Providence census Patience Borden was listed
as household head, obviously at the Robert Sterry
residence.

After the death of Capt. Samuel Angell Sterry, his
wife, Elizabeth, apparently moved into the Robert
Sterry house, for in subsequent deeds she disposed of
part of the property to her daughter, Julia Ann
Valentine, widow of Capt. James Valentine. Later
Julia Valentine transferred the property to her
daughter, Julia, who had married first Robert Taylor
and second James A. Fox. The Sterry homestead
passed out of family hands in 1871 when Charles B.
Taylor and James V. Taylor, sons of Julia Taylor-Fox
sold their holdings to Israel B. Mason of Providence.
The description of the North Main Street property
in the various deeds tallies with that of Robert
Sterry’s home.

The writer found a will for Patience Borden, “single
woman of colour,” made 19 March 1811. She left to
Comfort Ephraims all her household furniture and
wearing apparel “for her kindness to me in my pres-
ent sickness,” with the rest and residue (including one
share in Roger Williams Bank) as a fund, the interest
of which was to be applied for the relief of indigent
persons (of colour) who shall be members of the First
Baptist Church. Nathan Waterman Jr. was named’
executor with power to appoint a successor, or in case
of his failure to do so, the First Baptist Church was
to appoint one. The inventory of her estate totalled
$586.75.

That Prime Burden, whose wife is buried beside
Patience, was the father of Patience is shown by the
will of Prime made 25 Dec. 1768. In it he divided his
property between his wife, Vilet, and his daughter,
Patience Sterry. A bequest of his “best close bodyed
waistcoat and best hat”” was made to Robert Sterry “to
make him satisfaction for being sick in his house.”
He named his friend, Knight Dexter, as executor, but
when the latter refused Robert Sterry was named
executor.

Qatlis bty A BN Neodreeat
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* Mr. Charles W. Farnham is a member of the Society’s
library committee and has been engaged as a professional
genealogical researcher since his retirement from the
Providence Journal.



95 RECENT DISCOVERIES

INVENTORY OF THE ESTATE
OF DOCTOR ISAAC SENTER85

(Furniture items only. Feb. 3, 1800)

Bedsteads, Beds and Furniture

1 Mahogany Bedstead, Bed, Bolster
and pillows with Curtains and

furniture $50.00
1 ditto 35.00
1 ditto without Curtains 25.00
1 ditto 19.00
1 ditto 15.00
2 old ditto 30.00
1 ditto 15.00
1 ditto 18.00
3 ditto 12.00
1 small ditto 2,50
Looking Glasses
1 Small looking glass $ 2.00
1 ditto 1.00
1 ditto 1.50
1 pair large ditto 24.00
1 Mahogany frame ditto 6.00
1 pair painted ditto 16.00
1 ditto 10.00
1 Framed ditto 2550

One Trunk (containing clothing)
1 Chest Containing 2 Suits Curtains,
12 Chair Bottoms, 2 Easy Chair Cases.

Black Trunk Containing (blankets,
sheets, and similar items)

Chairs
5 Sets Green Chairs 8 in a set

1 Set Roundabout dittos
48 chairs @ $.75  (total)]  $36.00

1 ditto of maple 8.00
3 chairs 3.00
1 Set of Cane Chairs 16.00
1 ditto Mahogany 20.00
1 ditto 24.00
1 ditto and 2 lolling Chairs 84.00
1 Sofa 13.00

1" Easy @hair

1 Roundabout

1 Electrical Machine
(much damaged)

Tables

1 Pair Mahogany 4 foot
Tables

Pair ditto

Pair Card Tables
small ditto

Common ditto
Mahogany Stands

Table and Carpet
Toilet Tables and C
Kitchen Tables
Mahogany side Board

— SN = = DN DD = =

Maple Stand and 2 Wind ? ?

8.00
2.00
1.50

$20.00
15.00

- 24.00

4.00
4.00
6.00
1¥9/5
.30
2.00
5.00
25.00

(Containing, incidentally, 11 pr.
decanters, glasses, table mats, etc.)

—

Mahogany Desk and
Book Case

Mahogany Desk
Portable ditto

Pine writing desk
ditto

Case of Drawers

High Case of Drawers
Mahogany Chest
Washing Stand

(may not be furniture)
Wine Cooler

P T o P B e R i

—

(may not be furniture)

INEiresScreen!

1 Knife case and 2 dozen

knives and forks
1 Clock
1 Tea Urn and Stand

(probably not furniture)

1 Marble side Board

2. Mahogany Tea Caddies

1 Tea Waiter
(may not be furniture)
2 Sets of Drawers

(containing medical supplies

—these not included)

85 On file at the Probate Court, Newport, R. I.

45.00
12.00
5.00
3.00
1.00
5.00
6.00
3.00
2.00

.50
3.00
4.00

16.00
12.00
5.00
1.00
1.00

35.00
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Recapturing the Past in Portsmouth: Newport Artillery Company fires a salute. Girls in Revolutionary period costume hand out programs and Herbert H all Il describes colonial life in the area.

—Journal-Bulletin Photos by VICTOR H, MAILEY

““Portsmouth Rites Honor Negroes in 1778 Baitle of R.I

(;l/” ’5 e

A wreath laying ceremony in
Portsmouth yesterday commem-
orated the heroic stand of a regi-
ment of 300 Negro soldiers in the
Battle of Rhode Island, a stand
that Lt. Gov. Joseph H. O'Don-
nell said has ‘“‘not been acknowl-

attack of Hessian mercenaries
from the east and British reg-

edged as it should have been.

acknowledged.”

Lieutenant Governor O'Donnell
was among state and civic lead-
ers at ceremonies marking the

190th anniversary of the battle.
1778, a newly

On _Aug, 29, 1778,
formed w
emancipated slaves stood off the

O 00000 S A O T s

ulars from the we
% i : .
Narragans

2 _crucial high point averlooking
Narragansett  Bay near the
northern tip of Aquidneck Is-
land.

In that battle, the regiment
lost nearly half its men. It was
completely wiped out in fighting
in Redbank, N.J., later in the
Revolution.

The regiment was made up
of Negro slaves who earned
their freedom - by enlisting,
either with the assurance of
emancipation from the State of
Rhode Island or with the per-
mission of their owners.

R

In a second observance of the
battle, the Portsmouth His.
torical Society last night pre-

sented two speakers to an ay- -

dience of about. 75 in the so-
ciety’s museum on East Main
Road.

Herbert Hall 3rd, a Newport
landscaper, talked about his in-
formal research into Ports-
mouth life in.1778, and Vietor
St.. Laurent, a history teacher
at  Portsmouth High School,
spoke about the battle itself.

Before the talks in the Ioft
auditorium of the Old Museum
House, three members of the

Newport  Artillery  Company

lowered the national flag on the

front lawn and saluted with two
shots of their muskets.

Five young girls in period
dress passed out programs and
were usherettes in the upstairs
meeting hall.

A third observance of the bat-
tle was held last night at the
Castle Hill Hotel in Newport,

| where the Sons of the American
Revolution sponsored a 7 p.m.
dinner. Sen. Erich A. O'D. Tay-
|- lor, D-Newport, spoke about
| celebrations of the battle.
the battle_site cerem

{ _At the battle_slte ceremony,
| fhe chairman o Rhode
sland mmlssmn for _Hu

s im rtant battle as more

l | Righ

evidence that “history has left
~out an entire race,

ernon isbon, a Negro,
said at the ceremony that Afri-

can Negroes were the first fo,

domesticate animals, the first,
to_ work with iron and the first

_to use g jury system in their
1

AW
He said he was proud of the
_accomplishments of his an-

cestors and ashamed that they

should be forgotten.

Senator Taylor conducted the
brief. ceremony, asking ‘each
person present to say a few
appropriate words.

Senator Taylor = has helped
Oliver Burton of the Newport

Chapter of the NAACP to create
the monument at the battle site.
Presently, there are only a rock

and a flagpole, erected fhrough
ooperation of the N 5
the Veterans of Foreign Wars

and the fown of Port
i Mr. Burton promised Charles

Battles 20 years ago that he
would work to establish a me-
morial at the battle site.

Mr. Battles was a self-edu-
cated Negro who came to Rhode
Island and compiled a history
which’ included the Negro regi-

L
Senator Taylor and Rep. Tom

(T

- o

Edwards, D-Dist 98, raised
an American flag at the cere-
mony and then Beatrice Suggs,
president of the Newport
NAACP chapter, placed a wreath
of red and white carnations at
the base of the flagpole.

The Rev. William Cooper of
the Shiloh Baptist Church in
Newport gave opening and clos--
ing prayers.

Others present - were Ruby
Gray, a member of the local
NAACP, Harold Gottlieber,
president of the Newport County
Veterans Council, and George
Cottrell, a Democratic candidate
for the state legislature from
}he 97th Dist,
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A HISTORY OF THE NEGRO TROOPS IN THE
WAR OF THE REBELLION
1861--1865
BF
George W. Willilams, LL.D.
Colonel and late Judge Advocate
of the Grand Army of the Republiec -
Preceeded by
A REVIEW of the Military Services of Negroes
in Ancient and Modern Times
New York
Originally published by Harper and Brothers in 1888

Reprinted 1969 by Negro Universities Press, a division of the
Greenwood PublishingCorp, New York

Library of Congress Cat, Card No. 68-55921 SBN 8371-1404-4
Printed in the United States of America

Freface xiid 2nd paragraph

p 23 last paragraph £-Jan-78: Gen Varnum wrote Gen Washington
about & plan to raise Negro tribops in R. I., econt p 24

p 31 footnote 2 Ryder gives 88 names in all while only nine
sEa iy with bhe reol..«... «continued footnote, p 32

Col. Williams disputes Ryder, calling " his literary workman-
ship very imperfect."

Williams seems to authenticate his reasoning very thoroughly
I have brought this book to the attention of the Rhode Island

Historical Soc1e§z;alsothe NeWport H;storlcal Society thinking
they might be interested. L-15=70 (CRG 1970)
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You'd probably have to go to
e Pngland—and it really doesn’t
fsecm wortin while—to find as many
#churciies with the odor of great age
tabout them in an equal area as
i Rhode Island offers. Centenarians

rare getling almost as common as

;mc-ving picture houses.
t Only last autumn the Wickford

iBapiist celebrated completion of
31 s first cenfury and started out
thopefully on second. North
iScituate Baptist came along a few
reeks later.  Allenton Baptist
the hundred year mark
a number of months back,
930's miust have experienced
1ething like a high tide of Bap-
'st en*hual :Sm.

This centuryhood, so to speak,
famong churches is one of the pleas-
fing stigmata of our State, attest-
fing its antm'uty as well as its da-
fvotion. Whaile a large number have
tpassad the hundrzd year mark and
t{a very few are well along in their
fthird century, there iz only one
ENc:m church, or we are mistaken,
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which can lay claim to this dis-
tinction.
6‘ et *
'«OClEI‘Y FATHEZRED
E NEWPCRT GARDNER
That  is the Union CTongrega-

tional. Chureh of NVewport, which
o1 Wednesday, Feb. €, opens a
‘three-day celebration of its cen-
tury run at its present stand. The
society itself iz comnsiderably older
‘than the house in which if wor-
ships, ‘having been orzanized in
D (Fiaiss -
It started life without denomina
;tm 31 atfiliation, the Rrst rnexrlcd
i¢itie being Union Colored C‘ urch
!fm‘d Society. Not until 1859 did it
‘seek reeognition as an orthodo.‘;
fConzregational Church.
£ At the time—1783

133—when the
{Union Saciety was organized, New-
Epmi had the largest Negro com-
,mumt» in Rhode Island. DMost of
ithe MNegzroes were slaves, like their
teliows in Frovidence and the
tSuuth County. A year after or-
gacization of the \c.&poxt soucty

Al D b e b i o L D s Ik

“entrusted by his

S‘O?‘V

the Siate law went inte eflect pro-
viding that children born after that
date of slave parents should be
free., It was not until 1860, how-

ever, that Rhode Island’s last slave

died—Jimmy Bufium of | ames-
fowi 11, Just 100 years o ofd and a care-

fully preserved relic of the family
he lived with.

. B &

In all these sections where slaves
were mostly owned Negroes at-
tended white folks’ churches, They
were pretty likely, however, to en-
counter a Jimi Crow seating dis-
tinction. The ol Narragansett
Church gallery still is pointed out
as the slave gallery and prokably
was; certainly the seating plan re-
veals no provision downstairs for
Ncgroes

This situation may or may not
have had ar:'thmg to do with the
starting of the Union Society at
Newport. Probably it didn't be-
cause its pwmoter was Newport
Gardner, in his way one of the most
remarkable n\en bhr‘ or whi te
the State has Lnon:n, and likely to
have been ~motivated by large
considerations than social standing.

We have spoken of Newport
Gardner before. A native African,
father, according

to legend, to a ship captain to be

educated in America and instead
being sold intc slavery to Caleb

gardner of Newport, earning his
fwedom by giving music lessons,
returning at 80 to Africa to carry
Christianity, a lucky lottery ticket
providing funds, and dying within
six months of landing in Liberia—
surely a.remarkable and romantic
figure,

e 9 &

It was at his home in the Bells
“Bouse” (or Bours) house on Iligh
stveet, Newport, that the ¥/nion
Congregational Churech was
hatched-—or the organism out of
which the Congregaticnal Church
has grown, The gatterinug New-
port Garvdner suramoned had some-
thing already to build en.

Three years eaclier a auraber of
Ne2grocs had met at the home of
Abraham Casey and formed the
African Union Socisty, Its object

Sl st e R s BABAE 3 i SN
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appears to have been mutual self
help. {

The organizalion Gardner effect-!
ed was purely religious. He was
himself a very religinus man;
doubtless he saw advantages in a
purely Negro organization, free
from whatever restraint asseciation
with whites imposed.

» - *

They would seem to have been 2
small, feeble body meeting in one
house or another and finally in
their own church for a number of
years. In 1824 fellow racials who
had worshipped at other churches
united with the original nucleus.

Ten years later, in 1834, they
bought the Fourth Baptist Meeting
House, known to Newporters as the
Old Salt Box. Here they wor-
shipped for the first time on Sun-
day, Feb. 6, 1835, the anniversary
of which they celebrate shortly.

The congregation was a poor one
and money was not easy to get.
Isaac Rice, Shadrach Hawkins and
Truebridge Hammond toured the
State, collecting about $700. Moses
Brown of Providence contributed
liberally.

For 36 years, until 1871, the O'd

Salt Box served as the house of
worship. Then, having outlived its
usefulness, it was torn down and
the present structure erected.

- - L] i

IS THERE AN OLDER
NEGRO CHURCH?

Newport has so many records
that it would be agreeable o claim
for it and add to them the ocldest
Negro church in the United States.
Dating this one back to 1783, when
Newport Gardner started it, this
may be the case. 3

Of course, after all, centenziies
are purely artificial milestones, ,
having no existence except in the
human mind. But they are one of
mankind’s playthings. They serve
the not altogether useless end also
of something to shoot at and dats
from.

Possessing  thus something of
prestize {rom the mere fact that .
it haz endured for a century onm
one site, and for 152 years alto- i
gether, we think we'll claim on
Newnport's behalf the nation's ree-
ord for Negro churches and let's
see spmeone disprove the claim.

D R

(This feature is printed in The
Evening Bullelin every Tuesday,
Wednesday, 'Ihursmy ’nd Friday.)

e i A O i i

il sl

Fege & 4

! TR ;( 4

NE V’PO”’“ CHURCH VIILL
MARK 100TH

Union Congregatlienal
Celebrate Three Da

The Union Congre bn'um‘ Lzmr del)
of Newport will mark the 100th anw!
niversary of the church on the pres-’

ent site on Division street with ex-
and’

pastor,!
will de-‘

ercises tomorrow,
Friday evenings. A
Rev. Hareold M. Xingsley,
liver the centennial sermon, Thos
who will take part are Rev. (‘h'nu,s
E. McKinley of the Rhode Island
Congregational, Confererice; Rew..
Gideon A. Burgess, Greenville, and,
the clergy of a number of ithe New-!
port church, including Rev. Thonias

Thursday
former

B. Livingston of \mlow Baptist, Rev,
Wilbur Nelson of the First Raptist,

Rev, Iired B Eerd ok the Secorvd
Baptist, Rev. I. A. McCoy of Mt. Zion
A Mo ES Chureh, Rew. Brnest iy &Vis
mer of the United Congregational,
Rev. Stanley C. Hughes of Trinity
Church, Rewv. L. V. Jeffries of Nit:
Olivet Baptist, as well as Mayor M.
A. Sullivanr, who will extend the
city's orce* Zs. i

The program has been ranged by,
the centenmal commitiee Cumpossd‘
of Deacon . and NMrs. Willlam T.!
Berry, Mrs. Anna W. Rice, Fred E.
Williams, Mrs. A. C. Buchanan, Mrs,
L. F. Brogden, Mrs. Ramona M. Jac".,.u

son, Remond Chase, Anthony Pe:

and Charles A, Battle. Rev. J. 8. por«

nell is the pastor. :
St
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celebrated
{pendence - Day yesterday by
thonoring the Negroes who
fought and died for freedom
188 years ago in the Baftle of
Rhode Island. s
Under a clear blue early
morming sky a sentimental
half white and half Negro au-
dience of 150 persons dedicated
a monument on the Portsmouth
hill where 165 fre
slaves fought as a regiment and
|defeated Hessian mercenarie
| working for King George.

Inde-

Newport

: Mmon
Tayl
to colle

3 (

| Present on the hill, which Is of the pern
|located at the intersection o Whl'ch‘ will it 3
|| West Main Road and Route 24 Mr. Burton collecte
lwas Sen, Claiborne Pell, Lt and reported th
.| Gov, Joseph H. O'Donnell Jr.: collected.

and a Nav: admira] from Mis The ceremony of
|sissippi, Rear Adm. Means closed with 1yer
(|Johnston Jr, commander of Negro ministers fron
the Newport Naval Base. participated. The i
i Some of #hw officials at' the was presented by tha

-

Stanley Jarvis of the Mt
Chureh and the benediction
read by the Rev. Edward J&
son of the Union Congr
Church, In between
William Cooper of the Mt S
loh Baptist Church s
er of dedication for the mx
ment.,

During the  ceremonies
colors were presented by
guard from the Arthur Burt
‘Post, VEW,
Newport, Other patriotic
i ganizations from the city th
§ were represented included

-lceremony, mwluding a long
ljlist of locai #gnitaries, stopped
)loff at Portemouth on their way
to the Brigiel Fourth of July
liparade.

The batti®= which they came
ta celebrate occurred on Aug.
26, 1778 and had important
military and personal repercus-
sions. All the Negroes who par-
ticipated in it had been slaves &
but were granted freedom by
the Rhode Island General As-
sembly because of their enlist-
ment in the war.  AS & unit
they repulsed an attempt by the

the K

said a o

A<l

T TR S TG T T

Hessians to break through the VFW aiwd “fhie” Veterans
center of a line of 4.000 Amer- World War It
sz troops spread acros Aquid- Officials Who attende

ed Rep. George

Insafc Island,

a Negro unit frow

— n

s

}

compured “the unien of men in
1778" to the “umion of men
fightwwg in Vietnam in 1967.”
Patriotism doegn’t know skin
color Mr. O'Donnell said.
Coszmenting about the ocea-

S| visor at the Rhode Island Train-{ment to the regiment 14 years|lor, of Newport, D.-Dist. 49, co-{he was “astor iished” over the

:|ing School for Boys at Howard,|ago when Mr. Burton was presi-|ordinated the recent efforts to large crowd that turned out for

®leowld not contain his -enthusi-|dent of the Newport chapter of|erect the monument with Mrs.|the : nd “in
tant”

sion Dliver Bwrton, a super-

one of the finest mo-
3y life to cem the state

recognizing the wvaliant Negro
heroes who made such a con-
tribution to these United
States,” he said.

The Newporter went on to
say that a friend had discussed
with him the idea of a monu-

the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored Peo-

ple.

“I then spoké to Erich Tay-
lor about it and he promised
he would help us do it if he was
ever elected to the Senate,” Mr.
Burton added.

Coming through on that
promise Sen, Erich A. O'D. Tay-

Beatric Suggs, the current pres-

ident of the local NAACP cha o

Senator Taylor acted as mas- rmu\h R-I

ter of ceremonies during yester-|" T ‘f’ff
l ] .

day’'s celebration.
the atmosphere of!

Describing
the morning

Senator Taylor

as

|
|

{
spontaneous,

terday saidir

Chri
L0 |

fznding by the humble 8§ Newport, D-D
z beukter which wili serve as the othy B. Edw
“lmoszsment until % plaque is R-Dist, 94
- e : Forpskit v :
Bt Lisutosail  Gonmeaoe Awerd Is presented to Theodore Mvchaud ex-Marine, by Mayorwl)ou?nr;issuﬁmfl:a‘O of East Providenc
1 O'Ixenell, the msain speaker, en. Walter J. Mi

)

LIS



| THE ROMANCE OF RHODE 1SLAND—

- (Copyright, 1936, by the Evening Bulletin)
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@wr THIS TIME, RAODE ISLANDWAS IMPORTING

FROM 30 TO Y0 POUNDS WITH ATAX OF £ 3
N EACH WHICH WAS USEDTO PAVE. THE. STREETS

R SALE ABOUT 30 SLAVES ANNUALLY -THEY SOLD AT

OF NEWPORT INI7/7, THE. ASSEMBLY REPEALED |
THE TAX IN /732, AND SLAVE TRADING IMMEDIATELY|
ASSUMED IMPORTANCE. . NEWPORT BECAME THE CHIEF

SLAVE. MART IN AMERICA (WITH BRISTOL LATER RIVAL]
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NG TT) UNTIL ABOUT 1770, THE COMBINED RUMATD
SLAVE BUSINESS GREATLY INCREASED COMMERCIAL
ACTIVITIES AND BUILDED LARCE FORTUNES. ALTHOUCH
EVERYONE IN RHODE. ISLAND BENEF|TED IND) -

RECTLY BY PRIZESTAKEN DURING, THE. PERIODS OF
PRIVATEERING INTHE. COLONY, THERE. ‘WERE
ALSO A NUMBER OF UNLUCKY MERCHANTS WHO
LOST HEAVILY TO PRWATEERS OF THE ENEMY .
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A Tercentenary History of 300 Years—-_Ar»ra‘nged and Illustrated By Wilfre-d R. Cyr
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ABoUT /730

N/ 730 THE POPULATION OF RHODE ISLAND HAD
INCREASED T0 /7,935 OF WRICR /6% 8 WERE.

NEGROES AND 785 INDIANS.SHIPPING HAD INCREAST
ED 705 000 TONS.SHIPBUILDING BEGAN IN

s E:&;R-LY e B :
= == QLOUCESTER SCH00
— —— = RIT N\ PRoV\baNcE'FR
|PROVIDENCE. N /7 7/ . NATHANIEL BROWN BUILT
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BAERE RUM WAS EXCHANGED FOR SLAVES — | |WEST INDIES . WITH GOOD LUCK AND FAVORABLE.

115 GALLONS OF RUM FOR A HEALTHY MALE| [WINDS THEY WOULD DODGE PIRATES AND
SLAVE. AND 75 GALLONS FOR A FEMALE.. THE STORMS AND MAKE A QUICK TRIP TO THE.
TRADING FINISHED,THEY SET SAIL FOR THE. CARIBBEAN . SLAVES, BEING PERISHABLE.
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> JESIRING ITS OWN FREEDON THE COLONY RE -
ALIZED THAT KEEPINC S1AVES WAS INCONSIST-

ENT WITH [TS OWN AVOWED ASPIRATIONS .0 IN
1774 TRADERS WERE. PROMHIBITED FROM ENTERING

SLAVES INTOTHE COLONY T0 REMAIN LONGER T
ONE YEAR. BUSINESS INTERESTS SMOTHERED ANY
FURTHER ATTEMPTS TO CURB THE. TRAFFIC.IN /784
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WHATEVER MER- |
CHANTS CONTINUED TO TRADE IN SLAVES THROLCH
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A SHARP DECUNE IN COMMERCIAL ACTIVITIES IN RHODE.

777 RESULTED IN A TOTAL. LOSS OF THAT PRESTIGE .



By RONALD B. HARRISON

From the confines of a small
black box history tumbled onto
Meeting Street the other day.

The box, part of a corner-
stone-laying ceremony on June
22, 1865, had been placed in the
foundation by the congregation
of the Bethel African Methodist
Episcopal Church at 193 Meet-
ing St.

And, until Tuesday when it was
discovered by Joseph Duhamel
‘and Harry Baccaire, two Provi-
dence building wreckers, it lay
{ sturbed for almost 101

Przsment Lincoln had just
,begni assassinated and the na-
Jtion was in mourning. Gov.
(James Y. Smith, a slender-
|faced, beardless man, had pro-
claimed June 1 as a day of
“mourning and humiliation.”
And one thin dime looked like
a small dollar bill.

Dr. Duhamel, 27, of 22 At-
'wood St., a building wrecker for
the H. & B. Building Wrecking
Co., related how he and Mr.
Baccaire, the firm’s owner,
found the box.

“When we pushed over the
cornerstone, there it was. We
thought we had found gold or
something so we broke/ it open
with a screwdriver.””

The church, which echoed
with organ chords and sermon
intonations for the last time in
September, 1961, is being razgd
for future construction
Brown University. The univer-
sity bought the building in Au-
gust, 1961, for $50,000.

The university now plans to
make a garden on the site to
go along with the planned Pem-
broke College Alumnae Center,
scheduled to be . ready for June
\graduation. Samuel Leérner, a
Brown professor of engineering
and secretary of the planning
and building committee, said
last night that it is hoped the
garden will be finished at the
same time.

Professor Lernér said that

since the church building was|

bought by the university, it had
been used for storage. ‘But it

became a fire hazard,” he
|said. ;
The church has been de-

scribed as the oldést African
Methodist Episcopal Church in
Providence, springing from a
religious group organized in
1815. The = original structure,
built of logs by slaves for their
meeting place, was destroyed
by fire set by Indians.

The existence of the corner-
stone and its contents has béen
known by succeeding pastors,
but attempts to find the ‘‘time
capsule’” in the past were un-
successful—at least until this
week.

The Rev. George J. Richard-
son, pastor of the church in

by,

1951, tried for two years to fmd
the stone so that the date of the
building’s construction could be
established.

Historians and others might
regard the contents as a treas-
ure trove. Two newspapers, the
Providence Daily Journal and
the Manufacturers and Farmers
Journal, precursors of these
newspapers, were found in ex-
cellent condition, marred only
by small spots of mildew.

Othér newspapers, the New
York Independent, dated June
22, 1865, and the Anglo-African,
dated March 25, 1865, were in
the same good condition. The
oldest newspaper in the box was
the Connecticut Courant, dated
Oct. 29, 1764, the year Brown
University was founded in War-
ren.

Two Indian head pénnies,
minted in 1863 and 1864, were
found in the box. A local coin
dealer says they are worth $2
to $5 depending on condition.

Besides the pictures of Gov-|

ernor Smith, thé anti-slavery
proclamation by President Lin-

coln and the néwspapers, the|
item with the most personall

touch was a small Discipline of
the African Methodist Episcopal
Church with ‘“T. H. Green” let-
tered on the side of the pages.
Tucked inside the pages of a

hymn book and still not yel-
lowed by age was a clipping
from an unknéwn newspaper.
It told that “‘the slaves of Mary-
land are emancipated and slave-

salute was scheduled by the
mayor of Baltimore three times
a day and citizens were urged
to display flags.

The contents may be valuable
to some school or university or
as a part of the state archives.
Mr. Baccaire, 51, who lives at
105 Sunbury St., says he had an
offér to buy from a Pawtucket
man the night of the discovery.

Asked what he intended to do
with the effects, Mr. Baccaire
said: “Just say they're for
sale.”
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Contents of box found under cornerstone of church are examined by Joseph Du-

hamel (left) and Harry Baccaire of the H&B Building Wrecking Co.

1865 Cornerstone Box Found

—Journal-Bulletin Photo
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God Our Father ~ Christ Our Redeemer Man Our Brother

1795 —_ 1956

BETHEL |
AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH
193 Meeting Street 3 Providence, R. I.

REV. LASCELLE M. WATTS, Pastor

REV.-W. H. TURNER, Associate Pastor
1615t Jnniuerdary

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 21, 1956
at 3:30 P.M.
Motto:

“ENTER TO WORSHIP . . . LEAVE TO SERVE”

n




4] am a man of peace; God
" knows how I love peace. But |
~hope | shall never be such a
coward as to mistake oppression
for peace.”
—Hungarian Freedom Fighter
Kossuth.

Prayer Of The Week

Hear us, O God of merey,

the light of Thy grace.
Through our Lord. Amen.

’ APRIL 30, 1966

Bishop Baber Directs }

An Anniversary

Coming in May is the celebration
of the 150th anniversary of the Afri-
can Methodist Episcopal Church.

The church has a place in the
city’s history different from any oth-

er.

The first conference of organized
AMEs was held in Baltimore. No
written records of any kind antedate
those of Baltimore.

The first elected bishop was a
Baltimorean, Daniel Coker. When he
couldn’t serve, the honor went to
Richard Allen of Philadelphia.

The first church was Bethel. The
chief AME churches of that same
nmame are in every large city.

It was a pastor of Baltimore’s
Bethel, who carried a delegation to
the military authorities during the

Civil War, saying to them, ‘You do ‘

not need to force our colored people
to serve in the army. Just tell us
how many volunteers you want and
we will produce them.”

That Bethel pastor became a chap-
lain in the army, one of the first,

- and 8,000 colored volunteers from

Maryland went with him.

The story of the AMEs, like the
story of the Methodists and Baptists,
spans this same hundred and fifty
years.

Its bishops, devoted pastors and
elders constitute the leaders of the
city as well as the leaders of the
state.

Under the direction of Bishop
George Baber, we do well to mark
thei~ achievements.

AL

and unto our minds show
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CHURCH HISTORY

The heritage which is ours is one of both age and wisdom, one of constant
struggle, and one of minimized success. As we here at B.ethel Church .look back
through the pages of history, our hearts cry out in appreciation for a history able
to stand firm though challenged and threatened at every turn,

The African Freedman’s Society, the organization which later developed into
Bethel AM.E. Church, was founded and established in Rhode Island exactly 100
years before the incorporation of Bethel. Slaves had begun to steal away in t’he eve-
nings, gathering in the woods out of the vision of their masters, to hear God’s word
as preached by one of their brethren. History has revealed that they met with such
consistency that an organization was automatically formed. Such was the humble
beginnings of what is today . . . a section of the only organization of international
makeup, which is owned, operated, and controlled by the American Negro—the
African Methodist Episcopal Church.

From 1739 to 1795, the church wavered but remained in existence. At first
there were laws which did not permit the congregating of slaves. In spite of this,
God was guiding and directing his children out of the path of hurt, harm, and danger.
When the shackles of bondage were snapped, African Methodism immediately
sprang into existence in Rhode Island. The people created a definite organization.
A building was secured on Thayer Street and named Bethel A.M.E. Church.

Though there were those who waged constant warfare on Bethel, the church
lived on. Men and women of color were ostracized, criticized, arrested, and some
even convicted for the crime of organizing a church that they might worship under
their own vine and fig tree. Nevertheless, the church continued to stand as a sym-
bol of freedom of worship. When one was removed by the authorities, he was
miraculously replaced by two or three.

The church struggled but continued to prosper. Escaped slaves were led by
Harriet Tubman via the underground railroad up through Philadelphia, New Jersey,
New York, Connecticut, into Bethel, Providence. The significance of Bethel began
to grow until slaves, though shackled in bondage on the red clay of South Carolina,
became acquainted with this monument to freedom.

By this time the walls of Bethel were bulging, unable to accommodate the
hundreds of folk who rushed there for worship. The ot on which the chuich is now
located was purchased in 1820 and the present building was constructed. | 7b &

13% v i e e T udiars

Among tlfle' Rl‘éﬁ"wtl;o av‘évpgfa%d» aYole in the preservation of this great church
are Reverends J. B. Franklin Lacey, Pottinger, Newby, C. C. Dunlap, W. H. Thomas,
Cole, Witten, Hamilton, Campbell, Delaney, J. Julian Jenkins, C. B. Barrows, R. A.
Hildebrand, Griffith, Pitts, Richardson, W. J. Laws, George Rue, H. H. Burley
Collins, and the present Minister the Rev. Lascelle M, Watts.

- Today we are standing on the threshold of still another era. An era of awaken-

ing, an era in which the good people of this great city, as well as the great citizenry

<1)1f New England have said in concrete language, “We shall preserve this great
eritage.”

Yes, though the church still suffers trials and tribulations we now face a bright
tomorrow. We know that Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church shall continue
to live. We know that a beacon light shall remain aflame in this corner of God’s
vineyard, signifying the motto of African Methodism—GOD THE FATHER . .
CHRIST OUR REDEEMER . . . MAN OUR BROTHER.







- 3 s et e o S andiolts 25 S Pt O s A S A N R NN S b (N AN

il R Y TIETS i B 3 i DR
32 e RE RO B T TSR ER e FRBIR G IR S CoR sty A
A o P SRRURS RS £ R SR NGRS
. - . - e et el bl

LIFE

OF

- GHORG

. i TOGETHER WITH

&3
-

INRY.

A+ BRIEF HISTORY:

o

OF THE
4

' COLORED PEOPLE IN AMERICA.

PUBLISHED BY GEORGE HENRY.

PROVIDENCE:
H. I. GouLp & Co., PRINTERS.

1894.




i o e i A bt i s s e . e L 2K

|

|

[
|
i

|

e

& 57 Yooty L LB, LZ/
7/\1’&&”74 /}éoff /!-@WKWL::,/ 7/0:@4— G i

) W'/'Z/’M
(T e R

(s Y ;
ém J% e e (/:P/é - /¢/ta,f‘l..,w1,o_mv)' (ZM}CJR /J“g,( Geov Qe thu"l e sy «7) :

Ul o ..o /f%/?f,ew :

WZL/V‘BW%7{W/..&¢Q,€JML_ S |

y / e i i

%a,, gﬂmm . WL (LW‘( %&4}4

%mmwfﬂ&wf&a//‘%%a%&&& |

/ﬁﬂwxffa%&m%,%wﬁ%w%
|

%xbzﬂ&w WW’”‘Z’%/C Z I“ !

e e PRI | |
A Ll b bocrcs %&2é7w' Sy et

»&‘/fj—f'fﬁé %fw'c&/.a/,aw— . PR s ) S |
P jj”‘f e e oot W:M/Wi
e flar gl e O = ’
@uﬁwwfﬁ S /—vaﬁb@mfmz %

; a//27/» ,&/'/‘z/z /LM/MU%»W e [l — eacclied
A M%M s » |

RETUN IR F A S P ARSI,

7)795/!{ fhe L/l)/.-z r/,i (;7“1101'0/& 4 Syl

] 5 ) / j 2
?l/vl/ bished {/“L»’ (_T‘a&llbj b J\‘}‘QI/LLH?
U il oo pr
I BT C?C'M,L A Lo 5 Pl‘lm-l\/{‘ug-
IR L AAp et ot



/L/ﬁz"_pglm /W,/WW/WMJQ‘

7/ ] %/ 0 / / /\«f’é \y
e Gl bty e et — 2 %w L)
Sk ’L&V‘W 94/20"/0/ ton —/& A/ //“/ZM««/ “«/——

/&Mﬂbﬁm‘swﬂm / = W/‘;L%

waﬁdmmw/b/w/ﬁv |
W#/& WZMA/&.

\
”",&@ ) & e dAcl —3"/4(4/ ,L«Z;,e\
Zw’ :/37{7 % MWW%’ M/M

ﬂ/éw
W‘t

6 &)

: ,Z,,ﬂu‘/

wj 7 M% ) Chin WW/ P

O A e

{

k¥ fm&iz,@ﬁ /*) /a:a/A/Mu/L A .ﬁ.»e/wu/_a _,/ SZJ’/ /,au/:a = /W/

———

7 /C//./ / 5@6/4/ S L o deliigmeidrs) /c/ ,,44//—/1

o /Wﬂ;%fwzx/w/%@ Wm”//vua/

WL NS P8 Bl
e ML o Rl s . i i i i A o

GRoss P Yi

N —— e T T e e —~—— —— e b e e o e



' e

A /ff/?‘~ /QM&/ i /;%7?0“#/3/ /4'4,/?' |

%%(MWf Ay T oy
' 7 bt ot T /,f;f

tmw

. //Www%,&/ya/ﬂmﬂljgw
s M%J% e s
P v [t Hedtomeane
s e DA
TN AR R

o ST S S S SO S Wy i L S oo e n




1906- The Northeastern Federation of Colored Women met in Prov-
idence, Re. I., Auzust 15th for a three day session with ower
100 delégates from various parts of the New England states. It
was reported that Miss Maritcha R. Lyons, ( first Negro teacher
in the public school system in New York city and a graduate of
the Rhode Island State Normal Schocl in Providence, R. I.,) was
the most brilliant extemporaneous speaker there with Mrs. Olivia
Ward Bush of Boston, a close second.

The following officers were elected: Mrs. Mary H. Dickerson of
Newport, R. I., honorary president; Mrs. Alice W, Williams of
Brooklyn, N. Y., president; Mrs. Charlotte E. France, Boston,
Mass., first vice-president; Miss Mary E. Jackson, Providence,
R. I., second vice-president; lMiss Ella P. King,Nopwwich,Ct.,
third vice-president; Miss Maritcha R. Lyons, New Wendlc, W Yo ¢
fourth vice-president; Mrs. E. H. Greene, Portland Maine, fifth
vice-president; Mrs. Rebecca A. Jackson, Jersey Citey, N iy
sizxth vice-president; Miss C. C. Dunlap, Philadelphia, Pa.,
seventh vice-president; Miss Hattie A. Cook, Norwich, Conn.,
general secretary; Mrs. William Amos, New Haven, Corn ¢, Siss)b
secretary; Mrs. J. O. Henson, Boston, Mass,, treasurer; Mrs.
Minnie Cravatt Simpson, Chelsea, Mass., chairman executive
board; Miss Elizabeth C, Carter, New Bedford, Mass., chair-
man of the Northfield Fund; Miss Reberta J. Dunbar, Provi-
dence, R. L., crganlzer, ( Rewrite by CRG from Alex-

ander's Magazline, September 15, 1906, p 15, Volumes 2-3.)
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